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: Paige A. Seals, Executive Secretary of the Tennessee Code 
Commission, acting by authority of the Commission and pursuant to Tennessee 
Code Annotated, Section 1-1-110, hereby certify that the Tennessee Code 
Commission has approved the manuscript of the Tennessee Code as contained in 
this Replacement Volume 9D; that the text of each section of the statutes of 
Tennessee printed or appearing in this Replacement Volume has been compared 
with the original section appearing in the published copies of the Public 
“Acts; and, with the exception of changes permitted by Tennessee Code 
Annotated, Section 1~1-108, and with the exception of changes made necessary 
due to repeal by implication, express repeal and amendments by implication, 
the Code sections appearing in this Replacement Volume as codification of the 
Public Acts of 1955-42057) 19538, 2961, 1963, 1965,\ 1967), 1968, 2969, 1970, 
T9Tly 2OI2). LST Syiuet DIR, Sor oan wel Oy mot ty al Gy LOTS, 2980)) 198%, 1862, «hOB, 
L9G4, £465; LUG, “1987, T5968, 19399, 2990, LOL) 1982, 1993, .1994,..1995,. 1996, 
IOS, 1998, 2999, ,2000, »200U, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, .2009, 
2010, 2011, 2012, 2073, 2014, "2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 are true 
and correct copies of such sections as codified by Chapter 6 of the Public 
Acts of 1955; Chapter 1 of the Public Acts’of 1957, of the ‘Public Acts of 
1959, of the Public Acts of 1961, of the Public Acts of 1963, of the Public 
Acts of 1965, of the Public Acts of 1967, of the Public Acts of 1969; Chapter 
354 of the Public Acts of 1970; Chapter ef the Public Acts of 1971; Chapter 
441 of the Public Acts of 1972; Chapter of the Public Acts of 1973; Chapter 
414 of the Public Acts of 1974; Chapter of the Public Acts of 1975; Chapter 
382 of the Public Acts of 1976; Chapter of the Public Acts of 1977; Chapter 
496 of the Public Acts of 1978; Chapter of the Public Acts of 1979; Chapter 
444 of the Public Acts of 1980; Chapter of the Public Acts of 1981; Chapter 
543 of the Public Acts of 1982; Chapter of the Public Acts of 1983; Chapter 
483 of the Public Acts of 1984; Chapter 2 of the Public Acts of 1985; Chapter 
523, of the Public Acts, of, 1986; .Chapter 786: of the) Publac: Acts of -LOGGy 
Chapter 4 of the Public Acts of 1987; Chapter 458 of the Public Acts of 1988; 
Chapter 5 of the Public Acts of 1989; Chapter 668 of the Public Acts of 1990; 
Chapter 28 of the Public Acts of 1991; Chapter 528 of the Public Acts of 
1992; Chapter 1 of the Public Acts of 1993; Chapter 543 of the Public Acts of 
1994; Chapter 1 of the Public Acts of 1995; Chapter 554 of the Public Acts of 
1996; Chapter 1 of the Public Acts of 1997; Chapter 574 of the Public Acts of 
1998; Chapter 235 of the Public Acts of 1999; Chapter 574 of the Public Acts 
of 2000; Chapter 52 of the Public Acts of 2001; Chapter 491 of the Public 
Acts of 2002; Chapter 1 of the Public Acts of 2003; Chapter 437 of the Public 
Acts of 2004; Chapter 1 of the Public Acts of 2005; Chapter 507 of the Public 
Acts of 2006; Chapter 1 of the Public Acts of 2007; Chapter 607 of the Public 
Acts of 2008; Chapter 2 of the Public Acts of 2009; Chapter 624 of the Public 
Acts of 2010; Chapter 41 of the Public Acts of 2011; Chapter 582 of the 
Publie Acts of 2012; Chapter 2 of the Public Acts of 2013; Chapter 530 of the 
Public Acts of 2014; Chapter 27 of the Public Acts of 2015; Chapter 569 of 
the Public Acts of 2016; Chapter 30 of the Public Acts of 2017; Chapter 536 
of the Public Acts of 2018; Chapter 1 of the Public Acts of 2019; and Chapter 
518 of the Public Acts of 2020. 
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Chapters 1 and 354 of the 86th General Assembly; Chapters 1 and 441 of 
the 87?th General Assembly; Chapters 1 and 414 of the 88th General 
Assembly; Chapters 1 and 382 of. the 89th General Assembly; Chapters 1 
and 496 of the 90th General Assembly; Chapters 1 and 444 of the 91st 
General Assembly; Chapters 1 and 543 of the 92nd General Assembly; 
Chapters 1 and 483 of the 93rd General Assembly; Chapters 2, 523, and 
786 of the 94th General Assembly; Chapters 4 and 458 of the 95th 
General Assembly; Chapters 5 and 668 of the 96th General Assembly; 
Chapters 28 and 528 of the 97th General Assembly; Chapters 1 and 543 of 
the 98th General Assembly; Chapters 1 and 554 of the 99th General 
Assembly; Chapters 1 and 574 of the 100th General Assembly; Chapters 
235 and 574 of the 10lst General Assembly; Chapters 52 and 491 of the 
102nd General Assembly; Chapters 1 and 437 of the i103rd General 
Assembly; Chapters 1 and 507 of the 104th General Assembly; Chapters 1 
and 607 of the 105th General Assembly; Chapters 2 and 624 of the 106th 
General Assembly; Chapters 41 and 582 of the 107th General Assembly; 
Chapters 1 and 530 of the 108th General Assembly; Chapters 27 and 569 
of the 109th General Assembly; Chapters 30 and 536 of the 110th General 
Assembly; and that Chapters 1 and 518 of the 1llth General Assembly of 
the State of Tennessee, the originals of which are on file in the 
Office of the Secretary of State, were transmitted to the Tennessee 
Code Commission for publication in this Replacement Volume 9D. 
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Preface 


This Replacement Volume 9D of the official Tennessee Code supersedes its 
2017 predecessor, and was made necessary by new and amendatory legislation. 
This volume was prepared by the editorial staff of the publisher with the 
assistance of Paige A. Seals, Revisor of Statutes and Executive Secretary for 
the Tennessee Code Commission. 

This volume contains Title 55 (Motor and Other Vehicles). 

Notes in this volume are to the following sources: 


South Western Reporter, 3d Series 
Supreme Court Reporter 

Federal Reporter, 3d Series 

Federal Supplement, 2d Series 
Bankruptcy Reporter 

Opinions of the Attorney General 
Tennessee Bar Journal 

Tennessee Law Review 

University of Memphis Law Review 
Vanderbilt Law Review 


Suggestions, comments, or questions about the Tennessee Code Annotated 
are always welcome. You may call us toll free at (800) 833-9844, email us at 
customer.support@lexisnexis.com, or write Tennessee Editor, LexisNexis, 555 
Middle Creek Parkway, Colorado Springs, CO 80921. 

Visit our internet home page at www.lexisnexis.com for an online book- 
store, technical support, customer service, and other company information. 


September 2020 | LEXISNEXIS 
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User’s Guide 


This guide is designed to help you get the most out of your Tennessee Code 
Annotated. Information about key features of the Code and suggestions for its 
more effective use are given under the following headings: 


—Advance Code Service 
—Advance Legislative Service 
—Amendments 

—Analyses 

—Attorney General Opinions 
—Code Status 

—Compiler’s Notes and Code Commission Notes 
—Cross References 

—Court Rules 

—Disciplinary Board Opinions 
—Effective Dates 

—Historical Citation 
—Indexes 

—Law Reviews 

—Notes to Decisions 
—Numbering System 
—Obsolete Statutes 
—Parallel Reference Tables 
—Repealed Statutes 
—Replaced Volumes 

—Section Headings 
—Sentencing Commission Comments 
—Superseded Statutes 
—Tables of Contents 

—Tables Volume 

—Textbooks 
—Unconstitutional Statutes 


If you have a question not addressed by the User’s Guide, or comments about 
your Code service, please call our toll-free number (1-800-833-9844), or write 
to: Tennessee Code Editor, LexisNexis, 555 Middle Creek Parkway, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80921. 


ADVANCE CODE SERVICE 
Three times a year, at roughly quarterly intervals between delivery of Code 
supplement pocket parts, we publish Tennessee Advance Code Service 
pamphlets. The Advance Code Service keeps your Code as up-to-date as 


possible by providing notes to cases, opinions of the Attorney General, and law 
reviews received after the cutoff for inclusion in the preceding Supplement, as 


Vll 
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well as other pertinent information. Advance Code Service pamphlets are 
cumulative, so that you need retain only the latest pamphlet to have all the 
updated material published since the preceding Supplement. 


ADVANCE LEGISLATIVE SERVICE 


Advance Legislative Service pamphlets contain photoreproductions of 
Tennessee legislation. They are sent to all subscribers, as part of the annual 
supplement service, within weeks of an act’s passage. Pamphlets also contain 
a table of contents, a table of Code sections affected by new laws, informative 
notations in the margins of acts, and an index. All these aids help you assess 
the impact of new legislation between the time it first becomes available and 
publication of the Code supplement. 


AMENDMENTS 


Amendment notes describe exactly what changes the legislature has made in 
the statute and are written so that you can reconstruct the language of the 
statute as it existed prior to amendment. These notes appear only in the 
annual pocket part supplements following each section which has been 
amended within the past two years. Where an amendment note states that 
certain provisions have been rewritten, and the former version is not set out in 
the note, the presumption is that the former version may be found in the bound 
volume. 


ANALYSES 


In addition to the table of contents appearing at the beginning of each bound 
volume, each title and chapter appearing in a bound volume or supplement is 
preceded by an analysis. The analysis details the scope of the title or chapter 
and enables you to see at a glance the content of the title or chapter without 
resorting to a page-by-page examination in the bound volume or supplement. 


ATTORNEY GENERAL OPINIONS 


Citations to Opinions of the Attorney General and Reporter of Tennessee are 
carried in supplement pamphlets, beginning with opinions issued in 1983. 
Although these opinions are advisory only, they are well-researched opinions of 
law and contain useful discussions of Tennessee statutes. Citations to opinions 
which concern the constitutionality of provisions, or which the Code 
Commission wishes to retain for other reasons, will appear in Code 
Commission Notes in replacement volumes. 


CODE STATUS 


Tennessee Code Annotated is the official Code of Tennessee. It was adopted 
in 1955. Code supplements and replacement volumes are also enacted into law 
following their publication, in order to assure the integrity and official 
character of all Code text. The Code is prepared under the auspices of the 
Tennessee Code Commission and with the assistance of its staff. For the 
authority of the Commission and other statutes relating to the Code, see title 
1 of the Code. 
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COMPILER’S NOTES AND CODE COMMISSION NOTES 


If nothing else, compiler’s notes and code commission notes should always be 
read because they point out important information or special circumstances 
concerning a statute. | 

Code commission notes are prepared under the direct supervision of the 
Tennessee Code Commission to convey information that is not apparent on the 
face of a Code section. 3 

Repealed statutes have compiler’s notes citing the legislative history of the 
repealed section, the chapter and section of the public act responsible for the 
repeal, and a reference to new statutory provisions, if any, which replace the 
repealed statute. Transferred, superseded, obsolete and unconstitutional 
statutes have similar notes. 


CROSS REFERENCES 


Cross references refer you to other statutes which may affect a law or place 
it in context. Cross references do not cite all related statutes, however, since 
these can be identified by using the General Index. 


COURT RULES 


A softcover Court Rules Annotated two-volume set is included in your Code 
set. These volumes are supplemented once each year in November and are 
replaced annually. Rules of the Supreme Court, the Board of Judicial Conduct, 
the Court of Appeals, and the Court of Criminal Appeals, rules of appellate, 
civil, criminal and juvenile procedure and rules of evidence, as well as local 
rules of practice and procedure in the courts of certain counties are included, 
along with appropriate annotations and indexes. Rules are printed essentially 
in the form in which they have been promulgated, with only minor editing for 
stylistic consistency. 

Advisory Commission Comments which have been added after the original 
comments have, in brackets following each additional paragraph of comment, 
the date the paragraph was added. 


DISCIPLINARY BOARD OPINIONS 


Notes under this heading appear in Volume 2 of the Court Rules and its 
supplement, and refer you to opinions of the Board of Professional! 
Responsibility of the Supreme Court of Tennessee. 


EFFECTIVE DATES 


Effective date notes appear only in the pocket part supplements to the bound 
volumes. These notes show the effective date for enactments and amendments 
made during the past two years. An effective date note will appear under each 
section enacted or amended, except where an entire chapter or part has been 
enacted, in which case the note will appear only under the first and last 
sections of the chapter or part. 

Where repeals and enactments are postponed, bracketed dates in the 
boldfaced catchline and explanatory information in the compiler’s notes enable 
you to ascertain the valid law both before and after the postponed effective 
date. In the case of pestponed amendments, the current law will be set out 
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followed by a separate postponed version in italics font, both with bracketed 
dates in the catchlines. 


¢ 


HISTORICAL CITATION 


The historical citation appears in brackets immediately following the text of 
the statute. The historical citation includes the year, chapter and section of all 
public acts enacting or amending the statute. By finding these public acts in 
the session laws, you can trace the history of a section from its original 
enactment to its present form. 

The historical citation also includes references to the sections of former codes 
in which the statute was previously compiled (as in “Code 1932, § 325” cited in 
the historical citation to § 4-3-1803). Amendments to the statute which have 
been implied by subsequent legislation rather than specifically mandated are 
indicated by “impl. am.” followed by the public act chapter and section number. 
Statutes which have been transferred from former section numbers within this 
Code cite the former section number in the historical citation. For instance, in 
the historical citation for § 4-3-2038, “T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 4-308” indicates that 
§ 4-3-203 was transferred from § 4-308 which appeared in the original edition 
of the 1955 Code. In the historical citation for § 4-3-1009, “T.C.A., § 4-328” 
indicates that § 4-3-1009 was transferred from § 4-328 which appeared in 
either a replacement volume or a pocket part supplement to the original 
edition of the 1955 Code. 

When used in conjunction with the Tables Volume (see Tables below), the 
historical citation can be an invaluable aid in legal research. 

In the Court Rules volume, court rules carry historical citations showing the 
date of any amendment to a rule. The date a set of rules was originally 
promulgated appears beneath the heading to the set. 


INDEXES 


The General Index volumes are updated and replaced annually. In addition, 
at the back of each bound volume in the set, there is a volume index which 
indexes all the material contained in that particular volume. 

Also included with the index volumes are the following items of interest: a 
Title and Chapter Index, which is a short index for use by those familiar with 
terminology used in the T.C.A.; POPULAR NAMES OF ACTS main heading; 
SHORT TITLES main heading; and the Index to Uncodified Public Chapters. 

As accurate and thorough as these indexes are, there is no such thing as an 
index that is affordable, convenient, and perfect. Your best defense against 
index wild goose chases is familiarity with indexing techniques. To that end, a 
list of Suggestions for Fast, Effective Use of the Index has been included on the 
inside front cover of each index volume, and a more detailed treatment is given 
in the Foreword to the Index. 

At the end of every supplement pamphlet (except for volumes 1 and 138, and 
the Index and Court Rules volumes), a table entitled “Code Sections in This 
Pamphlet” lists every Code section within the scope of the volume that has 
been added, amended, repealed, transferred, superseded, rendered obsolete, or 
deemed unconstitutional since the bound volume was published. This is a 
convenient index to the supplement pamphlet, and gives you one place to check 
to see if there have been any changes in statutes that interest you. 


USER’S GUIDE xl 


LAW REVIEWS 


Articles from the Tennessee law school law reviews and other professional 
journals are cited under each statute referred to in the article. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


All state and federal cases which construe or apply Tennessee law or the 
Tennessee or U.S. Constitutions have been annotated and are cited under the 
pertinent statutes. Where a decision has been reviewed by a higher court, the 
subsequent judicial history and disposition is noted in the case citation if such 
disposition has any bearing on the annotated material. Where two or more 
decisions state the same rule of law, the case citations are cumulated under one 
case note. 

Case notes are grouped together under headings called “catchlines.” The 
catchlines identify the basic subject matter of the case notes and assist you in 
locating pertinent notes. The catchlines are arranged in logical order. Where 
there are two or more catchlines, an “analysis” listing all the catchlines 
precedes the annotations. 

Where a statute has been amended or repealed and replaced with similar 
subject matter, case notes construing or applying the former statute are 
frequently retained under “Notes to Decisions.” 

Where a group of case notes applies to more than one statute in the same 
volume, the case notes are usually cited under the most appropriate statute; a 
cross-reference is inserted under the “Notes to Decisions” of the related 
statutes, under the appropriate catchline, referring you to the section carrying 
the pertinent case notes. 


NUMBERING SYSTEM 


A new numbering system has been implemented by the Code Commission 
which facilitates the organization of sections. This system divides existing 
chapters into “parts” so that several related, but distinct, subjects can be 
compiled in one chapter. The new numbering system consists of three-tier 
numbers rather than the former two-tier numbers. Thus, former chapter 29 of 
title 4 (former §§ 4-2901 — 4-2926) was redesignated in 1979 and organized 
into two parts, §§ 4-29-101 — 4-29-120 and 4-29-201 — 4-29-207. The number 
in the first tier represents the title; the second tier represents the chapter; and 
the last tier represents the part and section. 


4 - 29 - ‘abated Ue 


Title Chap. Part Section 


For example, § 4-29-110 is the tenth section in the first part of chapter 29 of 
title 4. Section 4-29-203 is the third section in the second part of chapter 29 of 
title 4. 

Where former two-tier section numbers have been transformed into this 
three-tier system, a parallel reference table is provided showing the disposition 
of the former sections. Furthermore, the former two-tier section number 
appears in the history line of each section transformed to the three-tier system. 
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Code sections are divided into subsections. A subsection may be further 
divided into subdivisions. The first level of a section is a subsection, and all 
subsequent divisions of that subsection are referred to as subdivisions. A 
subsection is designated by a lower case letter in parenthesis. If a section has 
only one subsection, the lower case designation does not appear, even if that 
subsection is subdivided; any subsequent division of that single subsection is 
designated and referred to by the anergps iets subdivision designation. The 
designations are as follows: 


First level (subsections): (a), (b), (c), ete. 

Second level (subdivisions): (1), (2), (3), ete. 

Third level (subdivisions): (A), (B), (C), etc. 

Fourth level (subdivisions): (i), (ii), (iii), etc. 

Fifth through eighth levels (subdivisions) repeat the above designations but 
italicize the designations: 

(a), (b), (co), ete. 

(DY (2), (87) ete! 


For example, if § 1-1-101 is divided into two paragraphs designated as (a) 
and (b), those designated paragraphs are referred to as subsections, subsection 
(a) and subsection (b). If either subsection is further divided, those further 
divided levels of the subsection are subdivisions. 

Therefore, if subsection (a) is divided into three additional levels: (a)(1), 
(a(2), and (a)(3), those levels within subsection (a) are referred to as 
subdivisions: subdivision (a)(1), subdivision (a)(2), and subdivision (a)(3). Any 
subsequent further division of a subdivision is simply another subdivision. If 
subdivision (a)(1) is divided into three additional levels, (a)(1)(A), (a)(1)(B), and 
(a)(1)(C), those levels are also called subdivisions, as are the levels if 
subdivision (C) is further divided into additional levels, which would be 
subdivisions (i), (11), Giii), etc. Example citation: § 1-1-101(a)(1)(A)(). 


OBSOLETE STATUTES 


Where the Tennessee Code Commission has determined that, in light of 
more recent legislation or court decisions, a statute is no longer valid, the 
statute has been omitted with an indication that it is “Obsolete.” 


PARALLEL REFERENCE TABLES 


Certain titles, chapters and groups of sections which have been repealed in 
their entirety and replaced with similar provisions or which have been 
transferred to new section numbers are accompanied by a parallel reference 
table which refers you from the former section number to the section number 
of the present provisions. These tables generally appear at the front of the 
bound volume or preceding the title or chapter in the supplement. 


REPEALED STATUTES 


Statutes which have been repealed are so indicated in brackets following the 
section number. Compiler’s notes containing the historical citation of the 
former statute, the legislation responsible for the repeal, and present statutory 
provisions concerning the same subject matter (if any) appear after each 
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repealed section or after the first section of a repealed chapter. References to 
repealed statutes are ordinarily dropped upon volume revision. 


REPLACED VOLUMES 


The Code is regularly updated and streamlined by the replacement of 
volumes. Although a current set of the Tennessee Code Annotated contains the 
currently applicable statutes, users are encouraged to retain replaced volumes 
and their supplements for historical reference. 


SECTION HEADINGS 


According to § 1-3-109, section headings or “catchlines” are not to be 
construed as part of the law. The Code Commission has authority, under 
§ 1-1-108(a), to “change the wording of and prepare new section headings and 
symbols.” Working together, the Code Commission and the publisher 
continuously review catchlines to ensure that they give all necessary 
information as briefly and accurately as possible. Generally, T.C.A. catchlines 
give no more information than is necessary to distinguish one section from 
others you might consult. Thus, the catchline for § 1-3-109 reads “Section 
headings and histories,” not “Section headings and histories not part of law”; 
the longer form would be used only if the chapter had another section that 
focused on headings and histories from a different angle. In addition, T.C.A. 
catchlines often use popular terminology in an attempt to shed light on a 
section’s meaning and save you valuable research time, even though the 
popular term appears nowhere in the section and may be less accurate than its 
technical equivalent. 

The Code Commission and the publisher invite your suggestions on ways to 
improve particular catchlines. 


SENTENCING COMMISSION COMMENTS 


These comments, contained under sections of the criminal laws amended by 
chapter 591 of the Public Acts of 1989, were written to the text of the sections 
of chapter 591, as codified herein. These comments have not been revised to 
reflect amendments to these sections after 1989. They have been retained to 
provide guidance on the original intent of those sections which may not be 
affected by later amendments. 


SUPERSEDED STATUTES 


A statute which has been superseded by the enactment of subsequent 
legislation is omitted and indicated as “Superseded” in brackets following the 
section number. A compiler’s note containing information concerning the 
superseding provisions accompanies a superseded statute. 


TABLES OF CONTENTS 


Each bound volume carries a table of contents listing titles, chapters, and 
parts. In addition, a complete table of T.C.A. titles is updated and published 
annually in the supplement pamphlet for Volume 1. This table, which follows 
the Preface and precedes the User’s Guide, helps you find the T.C.A. volume 
you need, and also helps you keep track of titles that have been relocated due 
toe volume replacement. 
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TABLES VOLUME 


The Tables Volume (Volume 138) of the Tennessee Code Annotated is one of 
the most helpful tools in legal research. 

Included in the Tables Volume are parallel tables referring the user from 
section numbers in former codes to section numbers in the original 1955 
Tennessee Code Annotated. Also in Volume 18 is a table of former and current 
section numbers for Code sections whose numbers have changed since 1955. 
This table provides a reference to Code sections renumbered in the conversion 
from the former two-tier numbering system to the new three-tier system. 

Disposition tables list each chapter and section of all the Tennessee public 
acts passed by the legislature and indicate where each has been compiled in 
the present Tennessee Code Annotated. Public act sections which were 
repealed prior to the publication of the original Tennessee Code Annotated in 
1955 have been omitted in order to reduce the size of the Tables Volume; 
however, sections repealed after 1953 are indicated as repealed with a citation 
to the public act chapter and section responsible for the repeal. Public act 
sections which have not been compiled are indicated with notations such as 
“special,” “temporary,” “repealing,” “effective date,” “separability,” “emergency,” 
“legislative intent,” “unconstitutional,” etc. 

The disposition tables and the historical citations following the statutes 
work in tandem (see Historical Citations, above). In order to determine where 
a particular public act chapter or section has been compiled, refer to the 
disposition tables. For instance, the tables show that Public Act 1965, ch. 181, 
§ 7 has been compiled in § 11-9-107. The historical citation following § 11-9- 
107 indicates that it was enacted by Public Acts 1965, ch. 181, § 7 and that it 
has not been amended. The object is to help you find your way from the public 
acts to the compiled section, or from the section to the public acts. 

Other helpful information is contained in the Table volumes or its current 
supplement, including mortality tables, annuity valuation tables, a table of 
county populations based on the federal decennial census, and a table showing 
the incorporation date, population, and basic charter of ‘Tennessee 
municipalities. 


TEXTBOOKS 


Citations to some of the standard Tennessee treatises have been included 
where they refer to Tennessee statutes. 


UNCONSTITUTIONAL STATUTES 


Statutes determined to be unconstitutional are omitted and indicated as 
“Unconstitutional” in brackets following the section number. A compiler’s note 
giving the court decisional authority accompanies such section. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 
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CHAPTER 1 


MOTOR VEHICLE TITLE AND REGISTRATION LAW — 


DEFINITIONS 


Section 
55-1-101. Short title for chapters 1-6. 
55-1-102. Definitions of words and phrases generally. 


55-1-103. “Autocycle,” “motor bicycle,” “motor vehicle, 


99 66 


motorcycle, 
vehicle” defined. 


9) 66. 


vehicle” and “freight motor 


55-1-104. “Farm tractor,” “motor home,” “truck” and “truck tractor” defined. 


55-1-105. “Manufactured home,” “mobile home or house trailer, 


66 


“trailer” defined. 


pole trailer, 


99 66 


semitrailer” and 
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reconstructed vehicle” and “specially constructed vehicle” defined. 


55-1-101 

Section 

55-1-106. “Essential parts,” “ 

55-1-107. “Foreign vehicle” defined. 

55-1-108. “Implement of husbandry” defined. 

55-1-109. “Special mobile equipment” defined. 

55-1-110. “Metal tire,” “pneumatic tire” and “solid tire” defined. 
55-1-111. “Commissioner” and “department” defined. 
55-1-112. “Lienor,” “owner” and “person” defined. 

55-1-113. “Nonresident” defined. 

55-1-114. “Dealer,” “manufacturer” and “transporter” defined. 
55-1-115. “Place of business” defined. 


55-1-116. 
55-1-117. 
55-1-118. 
55-1-119. 
55-1-120. 


“Highway” or “street” defined. 
“Fixed load vehicle” defined. 
“Freight” defined. 

“Farm truck” defined. 

“Gross weight” defined. 


55-1-121. “Odometer” defined. 
55-1-122. “Low speed vehicle” defined. 
55-1-123. “Golf cart” defined. 
55-1-124. “Custom-built car” defined. 


55-1-125. 
55-1-126. 


“Medium speed vehicle” defined. 


“OEM headquarters company” and “OEM headquarters company vehicle” defined. 


55-1-101. Short title for chapters 1-6. 


Chapters 1-6 of this title shall be known and may be cited as the “Tennessee 
Motor Vehicle Title and Registration Law.” 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 97 (Williams, 
§ 5538.197); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-101. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For transfer of the division of title and regis- 
tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
(April 19, 2006). 


Cross-References. 
Disabled drivers and passengers, title 55, ch. 
Day 


Revocation or denial of driver license for child 
support enforcement, title 36, ch. 5, part 7. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 29-31.1. 


Law Reviews. 
The Tennessee Motor Vehicle Registration 
Law, 22 Tenn. L. Rev. 294 (1961). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Local Taxes on Vehicles. 

. Transfer Without Complying With Statute. 
. Actions Under Chapter. 

. Mobile Homes. 


Hm GO DD 


1. Local Taxes on Vehicles. 

There is nothing in this title which prohibits 
a county from levying and collecting a privilege 
tax on motor vehicles as authorized by § 5-8- 
102. Adkins v. Robertson County, 201 Tenn. 
596, 301 S.W.2d 337, 1957 Tenn. LEXIS 340 
(1957). 


2. Transfer Without Complying With Stat- 
ute. 

A transfer of a motor vehicle is not rendered 

void because of noncompliance with the provi- 

sions of the Motor Vehicle Title and Registra- 


tion Law respecting transfer and delivery of 
certificate of title. Hayes v. Hartford Acci. & 
Indem. Co., 57 Tenn. App. 254, 417 S.W.2d 804, 
1967 Tenn. App. LEXIS 231 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1967). 


3. Actions Under Chapter. 

Indictment for unlawful disposition of motor 
vehicles subject to security interest could be 
properly drawn under former § 39-3-936 (re- 
pealed; see §§ 39-14-104, 39-14-116) and was 
not required to be brought under this chapter. 
Ashworth v. State, 477 S.W.2d 224, 1971 Tenn. 
Crim: App. LEXIS 456 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1971). 

In prosecution under former § 39-3-936 (re- 
pealed; see §§ 39-14-104, 39-14-116) for dispo- 
sition of motor vehicles subject to security in- 
terest, it was not necessary to establish that 
such liens had been perfected under this chap- 
ter. Ashworth v. State, 477 S.W.2d 224, 1971 
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Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 456 (Tenn. Crim. App. moved and has been affixed to realty is not 


1971). subject to this title. In re Miller, 63 B.R. 566, 
4. Mobile Homes. Faeeumne, LEXIS 5598 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 


A mobile home that has had its wheels re- 


55-1-102. Definitions of words and phrases generally. 


The following words and phrases, when used in chapters 1-6 of this title, for 
the purpose of chapters 1-6 of this title, have the meanings respectively 
ascribed to them in this chapter. 


History. Law Reviews. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 1 (Williams, § 5538.101); Security Transactions — Effect of Recording 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-102. Chattel Mortgages Under the Motor Vehicle 


Textbooks. Title Registration Act, 23 Tenn. L. Rev. 238. 


Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 29, 31.2. 


55-1-103. “Autocycle,” “motor bicycle,” “motor vehicle,” “motorcycle,” 
“vehicle” and “freight motor vehicle” defined. 


(a) “Autocycle” means a three-wheeled motorcycle that is equipped with 
safety belts, steering wheel, and nonstraddle seating, and is manufactured to 
comply with federal safety requirements for motorcycles. 

(b) “Motor bicycle” means a motorized bicycle as defined in § 55-8-101. 

(c) “Motor vehicle” means every vehicle that is self-propelled, excluding 
electric scooters, motorized bicycles, personal delivery devices, and every 
vehicle that is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead trolley 
wires. “Motor vehicle” means any low speed vehicle or medium speed vehicle as 
defined in this chapter. “Motor vehicle” means any mobile home or house 
trailer as defined in § 55-1-105. 

(d) “Motorcycle” means every motor vehicle that has a seat or saddle for the 
use of the rider and designed to travel on not more than three (3) wheels in 
contact with the ground, including an autocycle and does not include a tractor 
or motorized bicycle. 

(e) “Vehicle” and “freight motor vehicle” means every device in, upon, or by 
which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a 
highway, excepting devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon 
stationary rails or tracks. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 2 (Williams, § 5538.102); Acts 2020, ch. 685, § 6. July 1, 2020. 
Acts 1963, ch. 148, § 1; 1979, ch. 247, § 1; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-103; Acts 1981, ch. 448, Cross-References. 
§ 1; 1985, ch. 283, § 1; 1986, ch. 804, § 1; 2000, “Motor vehicle” defined for purposes of motor 
ch. 606, § 2; 2002, ch. 747, § 1; 2008, ch. 959, vehicle operation, § 55-8-101. 
§ 1; 2014, ch. 871, § 6; 2016, ch. 1015, §§ 1, 2; 


Textbooks. 
2019, ch. 1; 2020, ch. 685, § 1. 
ey fi aed Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
Amendments. tomobiles, § 2. 


The 2020 amendment inserted “personal de- 
livery devices,” in the definition of “motor ve- 
hicle”. 


55-1-104 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Motor Vehicles. 

Specific provisions of § 55-7-204 fixing maxi- 
mum length for buses and making no provision 
for trailers to be attached to buses governed 
over general provisions of § 55-7-201 fixing 
maximum length for “motor vehicles” and per- 
mitting trailers where combined length of mo- 
tor vehicle and trailer did not exceed specified 
length, and § 55-7-201 did not authorize tow- 
ing trailers behind buses. Continental Tennes- 


see Lines, Inc. v. McCanless, 209 Tenn. 324, 354 
S.W.2d 57, 1962 Tenn. LEXIS 361 (1962). 

The definition of motor vehicle in this section 
applies to chapters 1-6 of title 55 and not 
chapter 10 of title 55, in which the driving 
under the influence of an intoxicant (DUI) 
statute appears. State v. Vasser, 870 S.W.2d 
5438, 1993 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 555 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 1993). 


55-1-104. “Farm tractor,” “motor home,” “truck” and “truck tractor” 


defined. 


(a) “Farm tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used primarily 
as a farm implement, for drawing plows, mowing machines, and other 


implements of husbandry. 


(b) “Motor home” has the same meaning as defined in § 55-28-102. 

(c) “Truck” means every motor vehicle designed, used, or maintained pri- 
marily for the transportation of property. 

(d) “Truck tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used primarily 
for drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry a load other than 
a part of the weight of the vehicle and load so drawn. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 3 (Williams, § 5538.103); 
1974, ch. 525, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-104; 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
any licenses issued or renewed on or after 
January 1, 2017. 


Cross-References. 
Mobile homes, title 55, ch. 4, part 4. 


DECISIONS UNDER PRIOR LAW 


1. “Truck” Defined. 

The word “truck” as used in Acts 1919, ch. 
149,§ 15 as amended by Acts 1928, ch. 108 was 
intended to indicate a strong vehicle for trans- 
porting freight, merchandise and other heavy 
articles. Hemlock 6400 Tire Co. v. McLemore, 
151 Tenn. 99, 268 S.W. 116, 1924 Tenn. LEXIS 
48 (1925). 


A standard Ford roadster from which the 
rear deck, or tonneau, has been removed and a 
small wagon body seat suitable for conve- 
niently carrying small packages such as tires 
and tools, has been substituted therefor, was 
not a truck. Hemlock 6400 Tire Co. v. Mc- 
Lemore, 151 Tenn. 99, 268 S.W. 116, 1924 Tenn. 
LEXIS 48 (1925). 


55-1-105. “Manufactured home,” “mobile home or house trailer,” “pole 
trailer,” “semitrailer” and “trailer” defined. 


(a) “Manufactured home” means any structure, transportable in one (1) or 
more sections, which, in the traveling mode, is eight (8) or more body-feet in 
width or forty (40) or more body-feet in length, or when erected on site, is three 
hundred twenty (320) or more square feet, and which is built on a permanent 
chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent 
foundation when connected to the required utilities, and includes the plumb- 
ing, heating, air-conditioning and electrical systems contained therein. The 
term includes any structure that meets all of the requirements of this 
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subsection (a) except the size requirements and with respect to which the 
manufacturer voluntarily files a certification required by the United States 
secretary of housing and urban development and complies with the standards 
established by title 42 of the United States Code. As defined in this subsection 
(a), “manufactured home” also has the same meaning as “mobile home,” as 
defined in title 68, chapter 126, and “manufactured home,” as defined in 
§ 47-9-102. 

(b) “Mobile home or house trailer” means any vehicle or conveyance, not 
self-propelled, designed for travel upon the public highways, and designed for 
use as a residence, office, apartment, storehouse, warehouse, or any other 
similar purpose. “Mobile home or house trailer” includes any “manufactured 
home” as defined in subsection (a). 

(c) “Pole trailer” means every vehicle without motive power designed to be 
drawn by another vehicle and attached to the towing vehicle by means of a 
reach, or pole, or by being boomed or otherwise secured to the towing vehicle, 
and ordinarily used for transporting long or irregularly shaped loads such as 
poles, pipes, or structural members capable, generally, of sustaining them- 
selves as beams between the supporting connections. 

(d) “Semitrailer” means every vehicle without motive power and not a motor 
vehicle as defined in this section, other than a pole trailer, designed for 
carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so 
constructed that some part of its weight and that of its load rests upon or is 
carried by another vehicle. 

(e) “Trailer” means every vehicle with or without motive power, other than 
a pole trailer, designed for carrying persons or property and for being drawn by 
a motor vehicle and so constructed that no part of its weight rests upon the 
towing vehicle. 


Law Reviews. 
Recent Developments, Property Law (F. Scott 
Milligan), 55 Tenn. L. Rev. 543 (1988). 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 4 (Williams, § 5538.104); 
Acts 1963, ch. 143, §. 2; 1970, ch. 433, § 1; 
1971, ch. 274, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-105; 
Acts 2008, ch. 76, §§ 1, 2. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 29, 31.1, 31.2. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


removed after installation. It is a double-wide 
mobile home, erected on concrete blocks and 


Analysis 
1. Nature of Vehicle. 


2. Semitrailers. 


1. Nature of Vehicle. 

A mobile home that had its wheels removed 
and was affixed to realty was not “designed for 
travel upon the public highways” and hence 
was not a “mobile home” within the meaning of 
this section. Associates Capital Corp. v. Cookev- 
ille Production Credit Asso., 569 S.W.2d 474, 
1978 Tenn. App. LEXIS 296 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1978). 

Defendants’ dwelling is no less a trailer or 
mobile home merely because the wheels were 


capable of movement upon reattachment of the 
wheels and removal of the concrete blocks, 
although the defendants’ structure was made 
with wooden studs and roof trusses, an asphalt 
shingle roof and a plywood subfloor with exte- 
rior masonite siding, this is a distinction with- 
out a difference. Albert v. Orwige, 731 S.W.2d 
63, 1987 Tenn. App. LEXIS 2455 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1987). 

A structure consisting of two units hauled to 
defendant’s lot by a tractor-truck to be secured 
to a concrete foundation, and which could be 
removed upon the reattachment of wheels, ax- 


55-1-106 


les, and tongues, was a trailer, not a manufac- 
tured home, and was prohibited by a subdivi- 
sion’s restrictive covenant. Beacon Hills 
Homeowners Ass’n v. Palmer Properties, 911 
S.W.2d 736, 1995 Tenn. App. LEXIS 482 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1995). 

Where a lender’s security interest was per- 
fected by notation of its lien on the certificate of 
title in accordance with the Tennessee Motor 
Vehicle Title and Registration Law, the lender 
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was not required to change the manner of ~ 
perfection after the mobile home was affixed to 
realty. Roberts v. Green Tree Fin. Corp. (In re 
Cassady), 197 B.R. 846, 1996 Bankr. LEXIS 
772 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1996). 


2. Semitrailers. 

Lowboy trailer was a semitrailer. In re John- 
son, 39 B.R. 478, 1984 Bankr. LEXIS 5812 
(Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 1984). 


55-1-106. “Essential parts,” “reconstructed vehicle” and “specially 
constructed vehicle” defined. 


(a) “Essential parts” means all integral and body parts of a vehicle of a type 
required to be registered hereunder, the removal, alteration, or substitution of 
which would tend to conceal the identity of the vehicle or substantially alter its 
appearance, model, type, or mode of operation. 

(b) “Reconstructed vehicle” means every vehicle of a type required to be 
registered hereunder materially altered from its original construction by the 
removal, addition, or substitution of essential parts, new or used. 

(c) “Specially constructed vehicle” means every vehicle of a type required to 
be registered hereunder not originally constructed under a distinctive name, 
make, model, or type by a generally recognized manufacturer of vehicles and 
not materially altered from its original construction. 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 5 (Williams, § 5538.105); 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-106. 


55-1-107. “Foreign vehicle” defined. 


“Foreign vehicle” means every vehicle of a type required to be registered 
hereunder brought into this state from another state, territory, or country, 
other than in the ordinary course of business by or through a manufacturer or 
dealer, and not registered in this state. 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 6 (Williams, § 5538.106); 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-107. 


55-1-108. “Implement of husbandry” defined. 


“Implement of husbandry” means every vehicle which is designed for 
agricultural purposes and exclusively used by the owner thereof in the conduct 
of the owner’s agricultural operations, but does not include any truck, 
truck-tractor or farm truck whenever such vehicle is driven upon a highway of 
this state except as provided in § 55-3-101(a)(2). 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 7 (Williams, § 5538.107); 
Acts 1972, ch. 518, § 1; T:C.A., § 59-108. 
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55-1-109. “Special mobile equipment” defined. 


“Special mobile equipment” means every vehicle not designed or used 
primarily for the transportation of persons or property and only incidentally 
operated or moved over a highway or street, including, but not limited to: 
ditch-digging apparatus and road construction and maintenance machinery, 
such as asphalt spreaders, bituminous mixers, bucket loaders, tractors other 
than truck-tractors, ditchers, leveling graders, finishing machines, motor 
graders, road rollers, scarifiers, scrapers, track mounted power shovels and 
drag lines. “Special mobile equipment” does not include dump trucks or truck 
mounted transit mixers, earth movers, cranes, shovels, well-boring apparatus 
and feed mills, such as may be fixed load vehicles or other vehicles designed for 
the transportation of persons or property to which machinery has been 
attached, even though the movement over the streets and highways may be 
only incidental to the operation of such vehicle. 


History. Acts 1957, chit 244 Se 1 o 7 2 ven > LG, eo" 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 8 (Williams, § 5538.108); = ‘T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-109. 


55-1-110. “Metal tire,” “pneumatic tire” and “solid tire” defined. 


(a) “Metal tire” means every tire, the surface of which in contact with the 
highway is wholly or partly of metal or other hard, nonresilient materials. 

(b) “Pneumatic tire” means every tire in which compressed air is designed to 
support the load. 

(c) “Solid tire” means every tire of rubber or other resilient material which 
does not depend upon compressed air for the support of the load. 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 9 (Williams, § 5538.109); 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-110. 


55-1-111. “Commissioner” and “department” defined. 


As used in chapters 1-6 of this title, unless the context otherwise requires: 
(1) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of revenue; and 
(2) “Department” means the department of revenue. 


History. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59- 
Acts’ 1951, ch. 70, § 10 (Williams, © 111; Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 1. 
§ 5538.110); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 2; impl. am. 


55-1-112. “Lienor,” “owner” and “person” defined. 


(a) “Lienor” means any person who holds any lien, mortgage, conditional 
sales contract or other encumbrance against a vehicle. 

(b) “Owner” means a person who holds the legal title of a vehicle, or in the 
event a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or lease 
thereof with the right of purchase upon performance of the conditions stated in 
the agreement and with an immediate right of possession vested in the 
conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled 
to possession, then such conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be 
deemed the owner for the purpose of chapters 1-6 of this title. 


55-1-113 
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(c) “Person” means every natural person, firm, copartnership, association, 


or corporation. 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 11 (Williams, 
§ 5538.111); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-112. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 29, 30. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Evidence of Ownership. 

Registration of a vehicle a few months before 
the alleged commission of a crime is practically 
conclusive in the absence of fraud or other 
equitable conditions of the defendant’s owner- 
ship at that time. Reece v. State, 197 Tenn. 383, 
273 S.W.2d 475, 1954 Tenn. LEXIS 498 (1954). 

Evidence that insured still had title to auto- 
mobile and Baker, who was driving it at the 
time of the collision, had not paid any of the 
purchase price at such time, that insured could 
have repossessed the vehicle at any time, and 
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that insured sold the vehicle after the collision 
without consulting Baker, sustained finding 
that defendant’s insured was the owner of the 
automobile at the time of the accident in which 
automobile collided with plaintiffs truck and 
that Baker at that time was using automobile 
with the permission of insured and thus was an 
additional insured, therefore defendant insurer 
was liable for the injuries sustained in the 
collision. Benton v. State Farm Mut. Auto. Ins. 
Co., 306 F.2d 179, 1962 U.S. App. LEXIS 4313 
(6th Cir. Tenn. 1962). 


“Nonresident” means every person who is not a resident of this state. 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 12 (Williams, 
§ 5538.112); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-113. 


55-1-114. “Dealer,” “manufacturer” and “transporter” defined. 


(a) “Dealer” means every person licensed by the proper state authorities to 
engage in the business of buying, selling, or exchanging vehicles of a type 
required to be registered hereunder and who has an established place of 
business for such purpose in this state. 

(b) “Manufacturer” means every person engaged in the business of con- 
structing or assembling vehicles of a type required to be registered hereunder. 

(c) “Transporter” means every person engaged in the business of delivering 
vehicles of a type required to be registered hereunder. 


History. 
Acts 


§ 5538.113); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-114; Acts 


195 TE wrehewe7Op G8 1ay Williams)" 1908) rheb71, § 1. 


55-1-115. “Place of business” defined. 


The place actually occupied, either continuously or at regular periods, by a 
dealer or manufacturer, where such dealer’s or manufacturer’s books and 
records are kept and a large share of business is transacted, is deemed to be the 
established place of business for the purpose of chapters 1-6 of this title. 


History. 
Acts, 1951, “ch, -70;,,8..14..) (Williams, 
§ 5538.114); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-115. 
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55-1-116. “Highway” or “street” defined. 


“Highway” or “street” means the entire width between boundary lines of 
every way publicly maintained, when any part thereof is open to the use of the 
public for purposes of vehicular travel. 


History. 
mcts'*1961,, chi’ 70,479.15 © (Williams, 
§ 5538.115); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-116. 


55-1-117. “Fixed load vehicle” defined. 


“Fixed load vehicle” means any vehicle not designed or used to carry, convey 
or move any freight, property, article or thing over the highways, except its own 
weight of any equipment, appliance or apparatus constructed as a part of, or 
permanently attached to, the body of the vehicle. “Fixed load vehicle” includes 
well-drilling apparatus, cranes and portable feed mills and such other vehicles 
as are within the general terms hereof, the primary use of which is not upon 
the highways and streets of this state, but does not include wreckers or tow 
cars equipped with cranes, hoists or dollies and used for transporting wrecked 
motor vehicles or motor vehicles designed to deliver ready mixed concrete. 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 244, § 1; T:C.A., § 59-117. 


55-1-118. “Freight” defined. 


“Freight” means any kind of property which may be carried by motor vehicle 
over the streets and highways by either public or private carrier. 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 244, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-118. 


55-1-119. “Farm truck” defined. 


(a) “Farm truck” means any truck motor vehicle used by the owner in 
connection with the agricultural pursuits usual and normal to the owner’s 
farming operations, such as the transportation of products of the soil, livestock, 
poultry, seed, or any materials to be used by the owner in the production, 
cultivation, growing, or harvesting of agricultural commodities; also for uses 
incidental to farming as the transportation of the farm laborers or bringing to 
the farm products or materials that may be used for its improvement or 
promote its operation. 

(b) “Farm truck” shall not be so construed as to permit the vehicle’s use 
either part time or incidentally in the conduct of any commercial enterprise, or 
for the transportation of farm products after such commodities have entered 
the “channels of commerce,” as for example in the “house to house” delivery of 
milk. 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 244, § 1; 1959, ch. 33, § 1; 
T.C.A., § 59-119. 
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55-1-120. “Gross weight” defined. 


“Gross weight” means the weight of a vehicle without load, plus the weight 
of any load thereon, which, more specifically, includes the total weights of a 
truck or a truck-tractor and a semitrailer, trailer or pole trailer, or any 
combination of such vehicles, including the load thereon, towed by one (1) 
vehicle with motive power. 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 244, § 3; 1972, ch. 518, § 3; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-120. 


55-1-121. “Odometer” defined. 


(a) “Odometer” means an instrument for measuring and recording the 
actual distance a motor vehicle travels while in operation. 

(b) “Odometer” does not include any auxiliary odometer designed to be reset 
by the operator of the motor vehicle for the purpose of recording mileage on 
trips. 


History. 
Acts 1982, ch. 600, § 1. 


55-1-122. “Low speed vehicle” defined. 


“Low speed vehicle” means any four-wheeled electric or gasoline vehicle, 
excluding golf carts, whose top speed is greater than twenty miles per hour (20 
mph) but not greater than twenty-five miles per hour (25 mph), including 
neighborhood electric vehicles. Low speed vehicles must comply with the 
standards in 49 CFR 571.500. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 747, § 2; 2008, ch. 719, § 1. 


55-1-123. “Golf cart” defined. 


“Golf cart” means a motor vehicle that is designed and manufactured for 
operation on a golf course for sporting or recreational purposes and equipped 
with safety belts installed for use in the left front and right front seats and that 
is not capable of exceeding speeds of twenty miles per hour (20 mph). 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 747, § 3; 2010, ch. 628, § 1. 


55-1-124. “Custom-built car” defined. 


“Custom-built car” means a motor vehicle that is built for private use and is 
not constructed by a licensed manufacturer or remanufacturer. 


History. 
Acts 2008, ch. 765, § 1. 


55-1-125. “Medium speed vehicle” defined. 


“Medium speed vehicle” means any four-wheeled electric or gasoline-pow- 
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ered vehicle, excluding golf carts, whose top speed is greater than thirty miles 
per hour (30 mph), but whose maximum speed allowed is thirty-five miles per 
hour (35 mph) only on streets with a forty mile per hour (40 mph) or less posted 
speed limit pursuant to § 55-8-191(b)(1), including neighborhood electric 
vehicles and mini-trucks. Medium speed vehicles must meet or exceed the 
federal safety standards set forth in 49 CFR 571.500, except as otherwise 


provided in § 55-4-136. 


History. 
Acts 2008, ch. 959, § 2; 2012, ch. 948, § 1; 
2014, ch. 871, § 3; 2016, ch. 982, § 1. 


55-1-126. “OEM headquarters company” and “OEM headquarters com- 
pany vehicle” defined. 


(a) “OEM headquarters company” means an original equipment manufac- 
turer that is engaged in the business of manufacturing motor vehicles and 
qualifies to receive the credit provided in § 67-6-224, or any affiliate thereof. 
For purposes of this subsection (a), “affiliate” has the same meaning as 
provided in § 67-4-2004. 

(b) “OEM headquarters company vehicle” means any motor vehicle subject 
to registration in accordance with this title that is owned by an OEM 
headquarters company, whether used for sales or service training, advertising, 
quality control, testing, evaluation or such other uses as approved by the 
commissioner, and, further, including motor vehicles provided by the OKM 
headquarters company for use by eligible employees and their eligible family 
members in accordance with policies established by the OEM headquarters 
company and approved by the commissioner. 


History. 
Acts 2009, ch. 530, § 116. 


CHAPTER 2 
ADMINISTRATION BY DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

Section 

55-2-101. Administration by commissioner of revenue. 

55-2-102. Appointment of subordinates by commissioner — Police powers of employees of special 
investigations section — Salaries. 

55-2-103. Powers and duties of commissioner generally — Rules and regulations. 

55-2-104. Forms — Prescribing and providing by commissioner. 

55-2-105. Administration of oaths, acknowledgment of signatures and certification of copies of 
records authorized. 

55-2-106. Fee charged for provision of department records. 

55-2-107. Applications for certificates of registration or title — Granting or refusing. 

55-2-108. Seizure of documents and plates — Review of commissioner’s action. 

55-2-109. Synopsis of laws — Distribution. 

55-2-110. Summoning witnesses and taking testimony authorized — Witness fees. 

55-2-111. Notice — Manner of giving — Proof by certificate or affidavit. 

55-2-112. Use of funds — Reduction of odometer tampering and fraud. 

55-2-113. Authority for the commissioner to accept credit, debit or other financial transaction 
cards — Surcharge or convenience fees. 

55-2-114. Commissioner’s authority to permit filing, submission or retention of documents in 


digital format. 
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Section 
55-2-115. Coordination with original equipment manufacturers to provide notice of recall and 
availability of repair options — Disclosure of personal information. 


55-2-101. Administration by commissioner of revenue. 


Except as otherwise specifically provided by law, chapters 1-6 of this title 
shall be administered by the commissioner of revenue. The commissioner of 
revenue shall have the authority to delegate to the county clerks any functions 
and duties regarding the administration of chapters 1-6 and chapter 21 of this 
title; provided, however, that such authority shall not extend to the functions 
and duties regarding the administration of chapter 3, part 2 of this title. Such 
delegation shall be in a written form acceptable to the commissioner. The 
county clerk shall have the option of accepting or rejecting any such delegation. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For transfer of the division of title and regis- 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 16 (Williams, 


§ 5538.116); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 3; impl. am. 
Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59- 
201; Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 2; 2014, ch. 718, § 1. 


tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
(April 19, 2006). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Local Tax on Vehicles. 

There is nothing in the law relating to the 
division of motor vehicles (now department of 
revenue) which prohibits a county from levying 


and collecting a privilege tax on motor vehicles 
as authorized by § 5-8-102. Adkins v. Robert- 
son County, 201 Tenn. 596, 301 S.W.2d 337, 
1957 Tenn. LEXIS 340 (1957). 


55-2-102. Appointment of subordinates by commissioner — Police 
powers of employees of special investigations section — 
Salaries. 


(a) The commissioner shall appoint deputies, subordinate officers, clerks, 
investigators, and other employees who may be necessary to carry out chapters 
1-6 of this title. 

(b) Employees of the special investigations section who have been desig- 
nated by the commissioner to enforce chapters 2-6 of this title, except as 
otherwise provided in chapter 5 of this title, are cloaked with all such 
necessary police powers as will enable them to properly perform their duties 
under this title, including, but not limited to, the right to make arrests, serve 
criminal warrants and subpoenas for witnesses, and go armed and carry a 
pistol while on active duty enforcing chapters 2-6 of this title. 

(c) The salaries of appointees shall be fixed by the commissioner, subject to 
the approval of the commissioner of human resources. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 30. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 17 (Williams, 
§ 5538.117); impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 4; 
impl. am. Acts 1961, ch. 97, § 4; T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), § 59-202; Acts 2015, ch. 294, § 1. 
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55-2-103. Powers and duties of commissioner generally — Rules and 
regulations. 


(a) The commissioner, in addition to all the powers and duties vested by law, 
is vested with the power and is charged with the duty of observing, adminis- 
tering and enforcing chapters 1-6 of this title. 

(b) The commissioner is authorized to adopt and enforce rules and regula- 
tions necessary to carry out chapters 1-6 of this title. 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 18 (Williams, 
§ 5538.118); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-208. 


55-2-104. Forms — Prescribing and providing by commissioner. 


The commissioner shall prescribe and provide suitable forms of applications, 
certificates of title, and all other forms requisite or deemed necessary to carry 
out chapters 1-6 of this title. 


History. § 5538.119); modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59- 
Acts. 1951, och.) 70,.. § 19. (Williams, 204. 


55-2-105. Administration of oaths, acknowledgment of signatures and 
certification of copies of records authorized. 


(a) Officers and employees of the department designated by the commis- 
sioner are, for the purpose of administering the motor vehicle laws, authorized 
to administer oaths and acknowledge signatures, and shall do so without fee. 

(b) The commissioner and officers of the department the commissioner may 
designate are authorized to prepare, and deliver, upon request, a certified copy 
of any record of the department required to be kept by chapters 1-6 of this title 
and authorized to be released by chapter 25 of this title, charging a fee of fifty 
cents (50¢) for each document authenticated. 


History. § 5538.120); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-205; Acts 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 20 (Williams, 1996, ch. 745, § 14; 2007, ch. 484, § 3. 


55-2-106. Fee charged for provision of department records. 


The commissioner and the county clerk are authorized to charge a reason- 
able fee for such services, not to exceed one dollar ($1.00) for each person or 
vehicle on which the information is requested. 


History. 1984, ch. 806, § 1; 1984, ch. 816, §§ 1, 2; 1993, 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 21 (Williams, ch. 319, § 1; 1996, ch. 745, § 15; 2007, ch. 484, 
§ 5538.131); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-206; Acts § 4. 


55-2-107. Applications for certificates of registration or title — Grant- 
ing or refusing. 


The department shall examine and determine the genuineness, regularity, 
and legality of every application for a certificate of registration or title for a 
vehicle and of any other application lawfully made to the department, and may 
in all cases make investigation as may be necessary or require additional 
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information, and shall reject any application if not satisfied of the genuineness, 
regularity, or legality of the application or the truth of any statement contained 
in the application, or for any other reason, when authorized by law. 


History. § 5538.122); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-207; Acts 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 22 (Williams, 2007, ch. 484, § 5. 


55-2-108. Seizure of documents and plates — Review of commission- 
er’s action. 


(a) The department is authorized to take possession of any certificate of 
title, certificate of registration, permit or license or license plate issued by the 
department or by any county clerk, if that document or plate is fictitious, has 
been issued in error or unlawfully, contains erroneous information, or has been 
ordered revoked, cancelled or suspended by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

(b) An action by the commissioner with regard to subsection (a) or an action 
by the commissioner in issuing or refusing to issue any certificate of registra- 
tion, permit, license or license plate shall be reviewed in the manner provided 
for in the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 
5, part 3, and in § 67-1-105; provided, that the party aggrieved by the action 
makes a written request for a formal hearing under the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act within ten (10) days of the action complained of. 


History. §§ 22, 36; modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-208; 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 23 (Williams, Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 6. 
§ 5538.123); impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, 


55-2-109. Synopsis of laws — Distribution. 


If the commissioner of safety publishes a synopsis or summary of the laws of 
this state regulating the operation of vehicles, and provides copies of the 
published synopsis or summary to the commissioner of revenue, and requests 
that a copy be delivered with each certificate of title, the commissioner of 
revenue shall do so without charge. 


History. the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 24 (Williams, § feur’s” licenses will no longer exist, and all 
§ 5538.124); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-209; Acts driver licenses will be issued in one of the 
2007, ch. 484, § 7. classes specified in § 55-50-102. See also § 55- 


Compiler’s Notes. 50-305. 


As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 


55-2-110. Summoning witnesses and taking testimony authorized — 
Witness fees. 


(a) The commissioner and officers of the department designated by the 
commissioner have the authority to summon witnesses to give testimony 
under oath or to give written depositions upon any matter under the jurisdic- 
tion of the department. Each summons may require the production of relevant 
books, papers, or records. 

(b) Every summons shall be served at least five (5) days before the return 
date, either by personal service made by any person over eighteen (18) years of 
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age or by registered mail, but return acknowledgment is required to prove 


service by registered mail. 


(c) Failure to obey the summons served shall constitute a misdemeanor. 
(d) The fees for the attendance and travel of witnesses shall be the same as 


for witnesses before the circuit court. 


History. 

mcts” 1951, “ch. .(70,..°8 25.) (Williams, 
§ 5538.125); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-210; Acts 
2007, ch. 484, § 8. 


Code Commission Notes. Pursuant to § 39- 
11-111, when the performance or nonperfor- 
mance of any act is made criminal by statute, 
and no penalty, punishment or forfeiture for the 
violation of that statute is imposed, the doing of 
the act is a misdemeanor. The criminal offense 


misdemeanor by authority of § 40-35-110, 
which provides that an offense designated a 
misdemeanor without specification as to cat- 
egory is a Class A misdemeanor. See also § 39- 
11-114. 


Cross-References. 

Certified mail in lieu of registered mail, § 1- 
3-111. 

Penalty for misdemeanor, §§ 39-11-114, 40- 


in this section has been designated asaClassA 39-111, 55-5-120. 


55-2-111. Notice — Manner of giving — Proof by certificate or affidavit. 


Whenever the department is authorized or required to give any notice under 
chapters 1-6 of this title, unless a different method of giving notice is otherwise 
expressly prescribed, notice shall be given either by personal delivery to the 
person to be notified or by registered mail with return receipt. The giving of 
notice by registered mail shall be complete upon the receipt by the department 
of the return receipt card. Proof of the giving of notice in either manner may be 
made by the certificate of any officer or employee of the department or affidavit 
of any person over eighteen (18) years of age, naming the person to whom 
notice was given and specifying the time, place and manner of the giving of 
notice, except that, where the notice has been given by registered mail, the 
return receipt shall be attached to the certificate or affidavit. 


Cross-References. 
Certified mail in lieu of registered mail, § 1- 
3-111. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 26 (Williams, 
§ 5538.126); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-211; Acts 
2007, ch. 484, § 9. 


55-2-112. Use of funds — Reduction of odometer tampering and fraud. 


Funds received by the department from the increase in the state fee for 
certificates of title authorized by chapter 276 of the Public Acts of 1989, 
amending § 55-6-101, shall be used solely for the purpose of strengthening and 
improving the processing, review and examination of certificates of title so as 
to reduce odometer tampering and fraud committed against persons titling 
and registering motor vehicles in this state. Information on applications for 
titling or registration rejected by the department or found to be fraudulent or 
questionable shall be supplied to the department of safety for use in odometer 
fraud investigations. The department of revenue and the department of safety 
shall coordinate their actions so as to provide the most effective response 
against odometer fraud. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For transfer of division of motor vehicles and 


History. 
Acts 1989, ch. 276, § 2; 2007, ch. 484, § 10. 
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administration of the Tennessee motor vehicle For transfer of the division of title and regis- 
title and registration law to the department of tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
safety, see Executive Order No. 37 (June 29, ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
1990). (April 19, 2006). 


55-2-113. Authority for the commissioner to accept credit, debit or 
other financial transaction cards — Surcharge or conve- 
nience fees. 


(a) The commissioner is authorized, but not required, to accept credit cards, 
debit cards or other similar financial transaction cards in payment of any taxes 
or fees due in connection with the titling or registration of motor vehicles, and 
the commissioner may adopt reasonable policies governing the manner of 
acceptance of such cards. The commissioner is authorized to impose a sur- 
charge or convenience fee upon persons making payment by credit card, debit 
card or other similar financial transaction cards to wholly or partially offset, in 
the aggregate, any discount fees, administrative fees, transaction fees or other 
direct fees or costs charged to the department by a third party to facilitate the 
transaction. The commissioner may enter into appropriate agreements with 
card issuers or other appropriate parties as needed to facilitate the acceptance 
of payments authorized by this section. The commissioner also may enter into 
appropriate agreements with third-party service providers for the acceptance 
and processing of credit card, debit card or other similar financial transaction 
card payments on the commissioner’s behalf. The agreements may authorize 
the third-party service provider to impose a surcharge or convenience fee upon 
persons making the payments. The county clerks, when acting as deputies to 
the commissioner under the laws governing the titling and registration of 
motor vehicles, are likewise authorized, but not required, to accept credit 
cards, debit cards or other similar financial transaction cards consistent with 
the authority granted to the commissioner under this section. 

(b) When a person elects to make a payment by credit card, debit card or 
other similar financial transaction card and a surcharge or convenience fee is 
imposed as authorized by this section, the payment of the surcharge or 
convenience fee shall be deemed voluntary and shall not be refundable. No 
person making any payment by credit card, debit card or other similar 
financial transaction card shall be relieved from liability for the underlying 
obligation, except to the extent that the department realizes final payment of 
the underlying obligation in cash or the equivalent. If final payment is not 
made by the card issuer or other guarantor of payment, then the underlying 
obligation shall survive and the department shall retain all remedies for 
enforcement that would have applied if the transaction had not occurred. 


History. 
Acts 2009, ch. 530, § 107. 


55-2-114. Commissioner’s authority to permit filing, submission or 
retention of documents in digital format. 


Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary, when chapters 1-6 of this 
title require that any document be filed, submitted, or retained in paper, 
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microfiche, or any other nondigital format, the commissioner is authorized to 
permit the filing, submission, or retention of such document in a digital format. 


History. 
Acts 2012, ch. 657, § 11. 


55-2-115. Coordination with original equipment manufacturers to 
provide notice of recall and availability of repair options 
— Disclosure of personal information. 


(a) The commissioner is authorized to coordinate with original equipment 
manufacturers that have issued a major recall and have requested assistance 
from the department, including those manufacturers that have issued a recall 
related to airbags manufactured and installed in vehicles between the years 
2000 and 2018, to contact, via mail or other notice method, registrants who 
may be affected by a major recall and to provide notice of the recall and the 
availability of repair options. If the commissioner elects to issue the mailings 
or notices contemplated in this section, the original equipment manufacturers 
shall bear the costs associated with such mailings or notices. 

(b) The commissioner is further authorized to disclose the personal infor- 
mation of the owner of any vehicle affected by such a recall to original 
equipment manufacturers for use in contacting the owner regarding the recall, 
as a matter of public safety pursuant to § 55-25-107(b)(14). An original 
equipment manufacturer or employee of the original equipment manufacturer 
who receives personal information under this subsection (b) shall not disclose 
such information to any person other than the person to whom it relates, 
except as otherwise may be authorized by law. 

(c) In no event shall any action or inaction as authorized by this section be 
construed to impose liability of any kind on the state of Tennessee, or any 
agency, or employee thereof for any claims or damages related to or associated 
with any recall repair or failure to obtain repairs. 


History. and similar restraint system components, see 
Acts 2019, ch. 227, § 1. Acts 2019, ch. 227. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For Preamble to the act concerning airbags 
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False indication of payment of sales or use tax prohibited. 

Penalty for violation of sale or use tax provisions. 

Determination that vehicle is not stolen. 

Indexes to certificates of title — Manner of keeping. 

Refusal to issue certificate — Grounds. 

Review of departmental action. 

Issuance of certificate of tithe — Form and contents — Delivery — Lienors holding 
certificate. 

Lost or damaged certificate of title — Replacement. 

Assignment of new numbers when serial or motor number obliterated or destroyed. 

Rules and regulations governing change of motors. 

Transfer of title. 

Transferee to reregister vehicle and obtain certificate of title. 

Transfers to or from dealers or insurance companies — Salvage title, flood title, or 
nonrepairable vehicle certificate. 

Transfer by operation of law — Special plates — Fee. 

New certificate of title issued by department upon satisfaction of certain requirements. 

Liens to be noted on certificates of title — County clerk entering lien. 

Assignment by person holding lien — Notation of lien — Fee. 

Liens and encumbrances — Filing. 

Constructive notice of lien upon filing request for notation — Method of giving notice — 
Perfection of security interest. 

Misdemeanors enumerated — Failure to endorse or deliver certificate — Discharge lien 
— Report discharge of lien — Transferees — Sales and use tax — Impoundment or 
abandonment of vehicles — Endorsement of change in ownership on title or 
registration. 

Manufactured home affixed to real property. 

Reissue of cancelled certificate of title to manufactured home. 

Title to replica model custom-built car. 


Part 2. Wrecked, Damaged, Dismantled or Rebuilt Motor Vehicles 


Part definitions. 

Owner dismantling or wrecking vehicle to return evidences of title — Rebuilt motor 
vehicles — Application for new certificate of title. 

Records of motor vehicle dismantler and recycler or scrap metal processor — Require- 
ments — Violations and penalties. 

Motor vehicle dealer’s license not required for person to sell motor vehicles to 
automotive dismantlers and recyclers or scrap metal dealers or processors. 

Rebuilt motor vehicles — Applications for certificate of title and registration. 

Rebuilt motor vehicles — Inspections — Certification. 

Rebuilt motor vehicles — Vehicles reconstructed out of state. 

Water damaged motor vehicles — Certificate of title. 

Disclosure of motor vehicle’s previous titling as “salvage” — Written notice to buyer. 

Notice of motor vehicle impoundment for manufacture of methamphetamine. 


PART 1 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 


55-3-101. Motor vehicles subject to registration and certificate of title 


provisions — Exceptions — Definition of off-highway mo- 
tor vehicle. 


(a) Every motor vehicle or motorized bicycle, as defined in chapter 8 of this 


title, and every trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer, when driven or moved 
upon a highway, and every mobile home or house trailer, when occupied, shall 
be subject to the registration and certificate of title provisions of chapters 1-6 
of this title, except: 
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(1) Vehicles driven or moved upon a highway in conformance with 
chapters 1-6 of this title relating to manufacturers, transporters, dealers, 
lienholders, or nonresidents; 

(2) Vehicles that are driven or moved upon a highway only for the purpose 
of crossing the highway from one (1) property to another; 

(3) Any implement of husbandry; 

(4) Any special mobile equipment; 

(5) No certificate of title need be obtained for any vehicle of a type subject 
to registration owned by the government of the United States; 

(6) No certificate of title need be obtained for a foreign vehicle that is 
subject to the registration provisions of this state, if the nonresident owner 
has a valid foreign certificate of title and certificate of registration and if the 
vehicle is to remain registered in the foreign state as well as in this state; 

(7) Subject to the approval of the commissioner, no certificate of title need 
be obtained for a vehicle that is part of a proportionally registered fleet in 
this state if the owner has a valid certificate of title in another state and the 
vehicle is engaged in interstate commerce; 

(8) Motorized bicycles, except when voluntarily registered under § 55-4- 
101; and 

(9) No certificate of title need be obtained or maintained where the 
manufactured home is affixed to real property in accordance with § 55-3-128. 
(b) The owner of a vehicle excepted in subsection (a) from the requirement 

for titling and registering may, subject to the approval of the commissioner, 
apply for a certificate of title without applying for its registration. The 
commissioner shall by regulation provide for the manner in which single 
applications are to be made and the conditions under which they may be 
allowed; however, this subsection (b) shall not be construed as granting 
authority to issue certificates of ownership on any basis other than upon 
documentation or summary of ownership as required in this chapter. 
(c)(1) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, off-highway motor 
vehicles purchased after June 1, 1983, shall be subject to the certificate of 
title and special identification device provisions of this chapter and § 55-6- 
101, when the off-highway motor vehicles are operated on lands, other than 
a highway, in this state; except, that this subdivision (c)(1) does not apply to 
Class I and Class II off-highway vehicles. 

(2) For purposes of this chapter and chapter 52 of this title, “off-highway 
motor vehicle,” “Class I off-highway vehicle,” and “Class II off-highway 
vehicle” have the same meanings as defined in § 55-8-101. 

(d) Class I and Class II off-highway vehicles as defined in § 55-8-101 may be 
registered with the department of revenue in accordance with chapter 4, part 
7 of this title and operated on county roads in accordance with § 55-8-203. 


History. ch. 102, § 1; 1986, ch. 598, § 6; 1986, ch. 791, 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 28 (Williams, § 4; 1988, ch. 817, § 1; 2003, ch. 76, § 3; 2008, 

§ 5538.128); Acts 1963, ch. 143, § 3; 1968, ch. ch. 1007, § 7; 2016, ch. 790, §§ 1, 10. 

403, § 1; 1972, ch. 518, § 4; 1972, ch. 535, § 1; 

1979, ch. 247, § 2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-301; | Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 1982, ch. 749, § 1; 1983, ch. 22, § 1; 1983, For transfer of the division of title and regis- 


55-3-101 


tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
(April 19, 2006). 


Textbooks. 

Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 29, 31.1; 18 Tenn. Juris., Liens, 
$3. 
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Law Reviews. 
The Tennessee Motor Vehicle Registration 
Law, 22 Tenn. L. Rev. 294 (1961). 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Titling and registration of nonresident’s ve- 
hicle not authorized, OAG 97-102, 1997 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 101 (7/23/97). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Purpose of Statute. 
. Inapplicability to Floor Plan Loans to Auto 
Dealer. 

. Transfer Without Complying With Statute. 

. —Buyer in Ordinary Course of Business. 

. Registration as Evidence of Ownership. 

UCC Secured Transactions Law Inappli- 
cable. 

. Semitrailers. 

. Rights of Creditors. 

. Mobile Homes. 


NO 


OD OUR co 


m Oond 


. Purpose of Statute. 

The primary purpose of the enactment of this 
chapter was to prevent trafficking in stolen 
cars. Hayes v. Hartford Acci. & Indem. Co., 57 
Tenn. App. 254, 417 S.W.2d 804, 1967 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 231 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 


2. Inapplicability to Floor Plan Loans to 
Auto Dealer. 

One claiming a security interest in used or 
trade-in inventory vehicles of a dealer by rea- 
son of floor-plan loans to such dealer was not 
required to perfect such interest in the manner 
required in this chapter. In re Vaughn, 283 F. 
Supp. 730, 1968 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 8460 (M.D. 
Tenn. 1968). 


3. Transfer Without Complying With Stat- 
ute. 

A transfer of a motor vehicle is not rendered 
void because of noncompliance with the provi- 
sions of the Motor Vehicle Title and Registra- 
tion Law respecting transfer and delivery of 
certificate of title. Hayes v. Hartford Acci. & 
Indem. Co., 57 Tenn. App. 254, 417 S.W.2d 804, 
1967 Tenn. App. LEXIS 231 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1967). 


4, —Buyer in Ordinary Course of Busi- 
ness. 

Purchaser’s failure to obtain from the seller a 
certificate of title did not in and of itself deny 
the purchaser the status of a buyer in ordinary 
course of business. Couch v. Cockroft, 490 
S.W.2d 713, 1972 Tenn. App. LEXIS 317 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1972). 


5. Registration as Evidence of Ownership. 

Registration of a vehicle a few months before 
the alleged commission of a crime is practically 
conclusive in the absence of fraud or other 
equitable conditions of the defendant’s owner- 
ship at that time. Reece v. State, 197 Tenn. 383, 
273 S.W.2d 475, 1954 Tenn. LEXIS 498 (1954). 


6. UCC Secured Transactions Law Inap- 
plicable. 

The filing provisions of title 47, ch. 9, parts 
1-5 do not apply to property subject to this 
chapter. In re Custom Caps, Inc., 1 B.R. 99, 
1979 Bankr. LEXIS 844 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 
1979). 


7. Semitrailers. 

Security interests in semitrailers are per- 
fected by notation of the lien on the vehicle’s 
certificate of title. In re Sexton, 18 B.R. 730, 
1981 Bankr. LEXIS 2357 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 
1981), aff'd, 18 B.R. 733, 1982 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 
11525 (E.D. Tenn. 1982), aff'd, Fruehauf Corp. 
v. Sexton, 18 B.R. 733 (E.D. Tenn. 1982). 

A security interest in a semitrailer used by a 
debtor as equipment need not be noted on a 
title but may be perfected by filing with the 
secretary of state. In re Johnson, 39 B.R. 478, 
1984 Bankr. LEXIS 5812 (Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 
1984). 


8. Rights of Creditors. 

A creditor cannot obtain a superior judicial 
lien on a motor vehicle once the transferee has 
satisfied the requirements for recording the 
lien on the certificate of title as set out in this 
chapter. In re Murray, 27 B.R. 445, 1983 Bankr. 
LEXIS 6850 (Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 1983), aff'd, 33 
B.R. 112, 1983 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 16834 (M.D. 
Tenn. 1983). 


9. Mobile Homes. 

Mobile homes purchased by a motel operator 
for use in the motel business but which were 
not so used were not inventory under former 
T.C.A. § 47-9-109(4) and should have been reg- 
istered under T.C.A. § 55-3-101(a). In re 
Hughes, 58 B.R. 452, 1986 Bankr. LEXIS 6557 
(Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1986). 
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55-3-102. Driving or moving unregistered vehicle upon highway a 
misdemeanor — Exception. 


(a)(1) It is a Class C misdemeanor for any person to: 

(A) Drive or move or for any owner knowingly to permit to be driven or 
moved on any highway any vehicle of a type required to be registered 
under chapters 1-6 of this title that is not registered or for which the 
appropriate fee has not been paid when and as required under chapters 
1-6 of this title; or 

(B) Operate or for any owner knowingly to permit to be operated on 
lands, other than a highway, an off-highway motor vehicle for which 
certificate of title has not been issued or for which the appropriate fee has 
not been paid when and as required under chapters 1-6 of this title. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivisions (a)(1)(A) and (B), when application 
accompanied by proper fee has been made for a certificate of title for a 
vehicle, the vehicle may be operated temporarily pending issuance of a 
certificate of title upon displaying a duplicate application for the certificate 
of title, duly verified by the county clerk of the county in which the vehicle 
has been registered, which shall be prepared by the county clerk, upon 
request, without the payment of an additional fee. 

(b)(1) It is a Class C misdemeanor for any person to occupy or for any owner 

knowingly to permit to be occupied any mobile home or house trailer 

required to be registered under chapters 1-6 of this title, that is not 
registered, for which certificate of title has not been issued or for which the 

appropriate fee has not been paid when and as required under chapters 1-6 

of this title. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (b)(1), when an application accompanied 
by proper fee has been made for a certificate of title for a mobile home or 
house trailer, the mobile home or house trailer may be occupied temporarily 
pending issuance of a certificate of title upon the displaying of a duplicate 
application for the certificate of title, duly verified by the county clerk of the 
county in which the house trailer has been registered, which shall be 
prepared by the county clerk, upon request, without the payment of an 
additional fee. 

(c) The duly authorized agent, employee, or representative of any town, city, 
incorporated municipality, county, and the department are authorized and 
empowered to enforce chapters 1-6 of this title, and the agent, employee or 
representative shall be expressly authorized without the necessity of a search 
warrant to go upon the premises, land or real property of any person for the 
purpose of inspection or examination of any mobile home or house trailer, 
located on the property, for the purpose of carrying out chapters 1-6 of this title. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 27 (Williams, Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
§ 5538.127); Acts 1963, ch. 143, § 4;impl.am. 111. 
Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-302; Acts 1983, ch. 102, § 2; 1988, ch. 817, 
§ 2; 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 1995, ch. 305, § 108. 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Effect on Other Statutes. 

In action by purchaser to cancel and rescind 
conditional sales contract for sale of automobile 
for breach of implied warranty under the for- 
mer Uniform Sales Law (see now Uniform 
Commerical Code, §§ 47-2-101 et seq.), in that 
seller had failed to clear title or to provide 


that car was taken to another state where it 
was seized because there was no certificate of 
title did not bar action to rescind contract 
where it could not have been lawfully operated 
in Tennessee. White v. Mid-City Motor Co., 39 
Tenn. App. 429, 284 S.W.2d 689, 1955 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 80 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1955). 


purchaser with proper evidence of title, fact 


55-3-103. Application for certificate of title — Form and contents — 
Statement of dealer or bill of sale. 


(a) Every owner of a vehicle, subject to registration under this title, for 
which no certificate of title has ever been issued by the department, shall make 
application to the county clerk of the county where the vehicle is to be 
registered, or directly to the registrar of motor vehicles in the case of either 
proportional or apportional registrations and state owned vehicles. The clerk 
or registrar of motor vehicles shall receive the application for the issuance of a 
certificate of title for that vehicle upon the appropriate form or forms furnished 
by the department without charge to the applicant. Every such application 
shall bear the signature of the owner written with pen and ink or captured 
electronically using a method approved by the commissioner; provided, how- 
ever, that in the case of a licensed motor vehicle dealer only, in lieu of the 
signature, the application may be accompanied by a valid power of attorney 
executed by the owner on a form prescribed by the commissioner granting the 
licensed motor vehicle dealer authority to sign the application on behalf of the 
owner. The application shall contain: 

(1) The full name, bona fide residence, including the residential street 
address and number or route and box number, or post office box number if 
the applicant has no residential street address; provided, however, that a 
post office box shall not be sufficient to establish an individual’s bona fide 
residence; and the mailing address of the owner or business address of the 
owner if a firm, association or corporation; 

(2) A description of the vehicle, including, insofar as the specified data 
may exist with respect to a given vehicle, the odometer reading, the make, 
model, type of body, the serial number of the vehicle, the engine or other 
number of the vehicle, and whether new or used and, if a new vehicle, the 
date of sale by the manufacturer or dealer to the person intending to operate 
the vehicle. In the event a vehicle is designed, constructed, converted, or 
rebuilt for the transportation of property, the application shall include a 
statement of its capacity in terms of maximum gross vehicle weight rating as 
authorized by the manufacturer of the chassis or the complete vehicle; 

(3) Astatement of the applicant’s title and of all liens or encumbrances on 
the vehicle and the names and addresses of all persons having any interest 
in the vehicle and the nature of the interest; and 

(4) Further information that may reasonably be required by the depart- 
ment to enable it to determine whether the owner is entitled to a certificate 
of title. 

(b) If the department is not satisfied as to the ownership of the vehicle or 
that there are no undisclosed security interests in it, the department may 
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register the vehicle, and as a condition of issuing a certificate of title, require 
the applicant to file a bond with the department upon the form prescribed by 
the department, executed by a corporate surety company duly licensed to 
transact business in the state, or a personal bond with two (2) solvent personal 
sureties on the bond. The bond shall be in an amount equal to one and one-half 
(1 %) times the value of the vehicle, as determined by the department, and 
conditioned to indemnify any prior owner and lienholder and any subsequent 
purchaser of the vehicle or person acquiring any security interest in it, and 
their respective successors in interest, against any expense, loss or damage, 
including reasonable attorney’s fees, by reason of the issuance of the certificate 
of title of the vehicle or on account of any defect in or undisclosed security 
interest upon the right, title and interest of the applicant in and to the vehicle. 
Any person with an interest has a right of action to recover on the bond for any 
breach of its conditions, but the aggregate liability of the surety to all persons 
shall not exceed the amount of the bond. The bond shall be returned at the end 
of three (3) years or prior to the three (3) years if the vehicle is no longer 
registered in this state and the currently valid certificate of title is surrendered 
to the department, unless the department has been notified of the pendency of 
any action to recover on the bond. 

(c) When the application refers to a new vehicle purchased from a dealer, the 
application shall be accompanied by a statement by the dealer or a bill of sale 
showing any lien retained by the dealer and, in addition, a manufacturer’s 
certificate of origin on a form to be prescribed by the commissioner. 

(d) The county clerk of the county where a vehicle is to be registered shall 
act as the agent of the department in receiving the application for certificate of 
title pursuant to this section. By receiving the application, the transfer of title 
and any liens noted on the title shall be deemed perfected, subject only to the 
action of the department in declining for good cause shown to issue the title or 
action of the county clerk in declining for good cause shown to note such lien 
on the title. 

(e)(1) Notwithstanding this chapter to the contrary, a person may apply for 

a certificate of title to a vehicle lacking proper documentation, if the vehicle 

has a fair market value of three thousand dollars ($3,000) or less and the 

person submits a certificate of ownership signed under penalty of perjury on 

a form prescribed by the department. The certificate of ownership shall be 

accompanied by the following supporting documentation: 

(A) Return receipts from certified letters with a return receipt re- 
quested sent to all known parties with a legal interest in the vehicle, 
requesting an assigned certificate of title or, in the event the previous 
owner is unknown to the applicant, evidence of notification, in a publica- 
tion of general circulation in the county in which the application is being 
made, of the applicant’s intent to apply for title on the vehicle. The 
notification shall contain a description of the vehicle, including make, 
model, year and vehicle identification number, and a request to any and all 
parties holding an interest in the vehicle to contact the person in 
possession of the vehicle by certified mail, return receipt requested, within 
ten (10) business days of the date of the publication; 
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(B) Verification of the vehicle identification number (VIN) by a law 
enforcement officer or licensed dealer; 

(C) Anotarized bill of sale from the last registered owner or a notarized 
statement from the seller stating why the vehicle was not titled or 
registered in the seller’s name; 

(D) In the absence of documentation pursuant to subdivision (e)(1)(C), a 
licensed motor vehicle dealer appraisal of the value of the vehicle; 

(EK) Photographs of the vehicle in its prerepaired state. If prerepair 
photographs are unavailable, then post-repair photographs shall be sub- 
mitted, along with a notarized statement from the applicant that no 
prerepair photographs are available and that the person was unaware 
that prerepair photographs would be required before the repairs were 
made. If no repairs were made, the statement should so state; and 

(F) In the event a vehicle was purchased new and never titled and the 
manufacturer’s statement of origin has been lost and a duplicate of the 
original manufacturer’s statement of origin cannot be obtained from the 
manufacturer, a complete copy of the original manufacturer’s statement of 
origin, certified as true and exact, shall be required. 

(2) Notwithstanding this chapter to the contrary, a person may apply for 
a certificate of title to a vehicle lacking proper documentation, if the vehicle 
is at least thirty (80) years old and the person submits a certificate of 
ownership signed under penalty of perjury on a form prescribed by the 
department. 

(3) Upon submission of a complete certificate of ownership form with the 
required supporting documentation and payment of the appropriate fee, a 
certificate of title shall be issued and the county clerk shall issue a license 
plate to the applicant upon acceptance by the county clerk of the submitted 
documents and payment of the appropriate fees. A certificate of title issued 
pursuant to this subsection (e) shall not relieve the registrant of civil or 
criminal liability resulting from possession of the vehicle as otherwise 
provided by law. Issuance of a title or registration under the certification 
provisions is solely dependent on the applicant’s ability to provide satisfac- 
tory evidence of the applicant’s legal right of ownership and conformity to all 
related provisions as prescribed in § 55-2-107. 


History. Law Reviews. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 29 (Williams, Tennessee Legislature Solves Secured Lend- 
§ 5538.129); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 4; 1965, ch. er’s Dilemma (David M. Smythe), 20 Tenn. B.J. 
125, § 1; 1972, ch. 518, § 5; 1973, ch. 234,§ 1; 27 (1984). 
impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-303; Acts 1982, ch. 600, § 2; Attorney General Opinions. 
1984, ch. 559, § 1; 1986, ch. 771, § 1; 1989, ch. Application of county wheel tax, OAG 99-065, 
341, § 1; 2006, ch. 952, § 1; 2007, ch. 289,§ 1; 1999 Tenn. AG LEXIS 65 (3/16/99). 
2007, ch. 484, §§ 11-13; 2009, ch. 530, §§ 109, 
112; 2019, ch. 462, § 1. 
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55-3-104 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Title Held for Another. 

. Secured Transactions. 

. Receipt of Application by Clerk. 

. Intention of Parties Determines Ownership. 


mwN eH 


1. Title Held for Another. 

The fact that the person in whose name an 
automobile was registered was holding title for 
her son, a minor, who made all payments on the 
purchase price, did not affect her status as 
owner of the vehicle and as the insured under 
an insurance policy on the vehicle. Royal In- 
dem. Co. v. Clingan, 364 F.2d 154, 1966 U.S. 
App. LEXIS 5239 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1966). 


2. Secured Transactions. 

A security interest in motor vehicles held as 
inventory by a dealer may be perfected by filing 
a financing statement. In re Poteet, 5 B.R. 631, 
1980 Bankr. LEXIS 4642 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 
1980). 

Security interests in semitrailers are per- 
fected by notation of the lien on the vehicle’s 
certificate of title. In re Sexton, 18 B.R. 730, 
1981 Bankr. LEXIS 2357 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 


1981), aff'd, 18 B.R. 733, 1982 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 
11525 (E.D. Tenn. 1982), affd, Fruehauf Corp. 
v. Sexton, 18 B.R. 733 (E.D. Tenn. 1982). 

A security interest in a semitrailer used by a 
debtor as equipment need not be noted on a 
title but may be perfected by filing with the 
secretary of state. In re Johnson, 39 B.R. 478, 
1984 Bankr. LEXIS 5812 (Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 
1984). 


3. Receipt of Application by Clerk. 

This section does not make the county clerk 
an “agent” for the motor vehicle division, and, 
therefore, receipt by the county clerk of the title 
application is not sufficient to perfect defen- 
dant’s security interest. In re Haynes, 28 B.R. 
136, 1983 Bankr. LEXIS 6784 (Bankr. M.D. 
Tenn. 1983), affd, 33 B.R. 118, 1983 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 15335 (M.D. Tenn. 1983). 


4, Intention of Parties Determines Own- 
ership. 

The intention of the parties, not the certifi- 
cate of title, determines the ownership of an 
automobile. Smith v. Smith, 650 S.W.2d 54, 
1983 Tenn. App. LEXIS 542 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1983). 


55-3-104. Application for certificate of title for specially constructed, 
reconstructed or foreign vehicles. 


(a) In the event a vehicle for which an application for a certificate of title is 
made is a specially constructed, reconstructed or foreign vehicle, this fact shall 
be stated in the application and with reference to every foreign vehicle that has 
been registered outside of this state, the owner shall surrender to the county 
clerk receiving the application all registration plates, registration cards, 
certificates of title, and other evidence of foreign registration and ownership as 
may be in the possession or under the control of the owner. 

(b) Any foreign certificate of title shall be accepted as evidence of title by the 
department to the same extent as a certificate of title issued by the depart- 
ment; provided, that when the foreign vehicle is registered in a jurisdiction 
that does not have a certificate of title law, the department shall accept only a 
notarized bill of sale, and proper foreign registration as the evidence of title. If 
foreign registration is dated less than ninety (90) days prior to application for 
a certificate of title, there shall be, in addition, the next past bill of sale 
showing ownership to have been transferred to the party seeking to sell the 
same, or that party’ representative, which bill of sale shall likewise be 
notarized. 


Law Reviews. 
The Tennessee Motor Vehicle Registration 
Law, 22 Tenn. L. Rev. 294 (1961). 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 30 (Williams, 
§ 5538.130); Acts 1957, ch. 390, § 1; impl. am. 
Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; modified; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-304; Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 14. 
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55-3-105. Sales or use tax receipt to accompany application for certifi- 
cate of title. 


It is unlawful for a county clerk to accept an application for a certificate of 
title as provided for in chapters 1-6 of this title, unless the applicant presents 
evidence that a sales or use tax at the rate specified in title 67, chapter 6, part 
2 and § 67-6-501 has been paid on the sales price of the vehicle by the 
applicant, or the applicant has authority from the commissioner to file an 
application for a certificate of title without the payment of the sales or use tax. 


History. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 
Acts 1953, ch. 108, § 1: (Williams, 934, §§ 22, 36; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-305. 
§ 5538.139a); Acts 1955, ch. 300, § 1; impl. am. 


55-3-106. Inapplicable to vehicles exempt from sales or use tax. 


Section 55-3-105 does not apply to applications filed for motor vehicles 
belonging to the United States, the state of Tennessee, or any of its political 
subdivisions, or to any nonprofit institution exempt from the payment of the 
sales or use tax under title 67, chapter 6, part 3; provided, that a nonprofit 
institution shall present its regular certificate of exemption, issued by the 
commissioner, to the county clerk for inspection as its evidence of exemption 
from the payment of the sales or use tax and this section, §§ 55-3-105 — 
55-3-109. 


History. impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; T.C.A. 
Acts. 1953, ch. 108, § 2 (Williams, (orig. ed.), § 59-306. 
§ 5538.139b); impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; 


55-3-107. Certificate issued for use in lieu of sales or use tax receipt. 


Except as indicated in § 55-3-106, the commissioner shall issue a certificate 
to an applicant, which may be used by the applicant to file an application for 
a certificate of title when it appears that the applicant is not required to pay 
any sales or use tax on any motor vehicle for which a certificate of title is 
necessary, as provided for in chapters 1-6 of this title. 


History. impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; T.C.A. (orig. 
Acts 19538, ch. 108, § 3 (Williams, _— ed.), § 59-307. 
§ 5538.139c); impl. am. Acts 1953, ch. 167; 


55-3-108. False indication of payment of sales or use tax prohibited. 


It is unlawful for any person to alter or to indicate on any bill of sale or any 
other documents that a sales or use tax has been paid when the tax has in fact 
not been paid. 


History. 
Acts 1953; | ch. ''103, °§ 4, (Williams, 
§ 5538.139d); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-308. 


55-3-109. Penalty for violation of sale or use tax provisions. 


A violation of §§ 55-3-105 — 55-3-108 is a Class C misdemeanor. 
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History. Cross-References. 

acts. 1963,8),ch.0 103,08. 5... (Wilhams: Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
§ 5538.139e); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-309; Acts 111. 
1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


55-3-110. Determination that vehicle is not stolen. 


Prior to the issuance of a certificate of title for a motor vehicle, the 
department shall determine, by computer or otherwise, if the vehicle has been 
stolen. 


History. Textbooks. 

Actsien 1961. » che. 70.058 320% (Williams, Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
§ 5538.132); Acts 1978, ch. 842, § 1; T.C.A. tomobiles, § 29. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-310; Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 15. 


55-3-111. Indexes to certificates of title — Manner of keeping. 


(a) The department shall keep a record of all outstanding certificates of title 
issued by it in suitable books as follows: 

(1) Numerically, under the certificate of title number assigned, which 
entry shall show, in addition to title number, all the information required to 
be set out on the face of the certificate; 

(2) Under the serial number, if available, otherwise under any other 
identifying number of the vehicle, which entry shall show, in addition to the 
serial number or other identifying number, the number of the certificate of 
title issued for such number; and 

(3) In the discretion of the department, in any other manner it may deem 
desirable. 

(b) The department shall retain in separate files for a period of at least five 
(5) years all certificates of title that have been transferred or superseded by 
certificates of title subsequently issued to the transferees or purchasers of the 
motor vehicle in question, and shall keep a record of these titles in suitable 
books as follows: numerically, under the certificate of title number, which entry 
shall show, in addition to the title number, all the information required to be 
set out on the face of the certificate of title, together with the number of the 
certificate of title, which shall have been issued to supersede and take the place 
of the certificate of title in question as the outstanding certificate of title. 


History. (orig. ed.), § 59-311; Acts 2001, ch. 233, § 2; 
Acts. .1951, .ch....70,  § 33... (Williams, |, 2007, ch: 484, § 16, 
§ 5538.133); Acts 1961, ch. 120, §§ 1-6; T.C.A. 


55-3-112. Refusal to issue certificate — Grounds. 


The department shall refuse to issue a certificate of title upon any of the 
following grounds: 

(1) The application contains any false or fraudulent statement, or the 
applicant has failed to furnish required information or reasonable additional 
information requested by the department, or the applicant is not entitled to 
the issuance of a certificate of title under chapters 1-6 of this title; 

(2) The department has reasonable ground to believe that the vehicle is a 
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stolen or embezzled vehicle or that the issuance of a certificate of title would 
constitute a fraud against the rightful owner or other person having valid 
lien upon the vehicle; or 

(3) The required fee has not been paid. 


History. Textbooks. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 31 (Williams, Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
§ 5538.131); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-312; Acts tomobiles, § 29. 
2007, ch. 484, § 17. 


55-3-113. Review of departmental action. 


An action of the commissioner in issuing or refusing to issue any certificate 
of title, in discharging or refusing to discharge any lien, and in issuing or 
refusing to issue any replacement certificate of title applied for shall be 
reviewed in the manner provided for in the Uniform Administrative Proce- 
dures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, part 3, and in § 67-1-105; provided, 
that the party aggrieved by the action makes a written request for a formal 
hearing under the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act within ten (10) days 
of the action complained of. 


History. § 5539.196); Acts 1972, ch. 540, § 1; T.C.A. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 96 (Williams, (orig. ed.), § 59-313; Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 18. 


55-3-114. Issuance of certificate of title — Form and contents — 
Delivery — Lienors holding certificate. 


(a)(1) The commissioner shall, upon receipt of an application for a certificate 
of title, and after determining by an examination of its records that the 
applicant is entitled to a certificate of title, issue the same. 

(2) Except as provided by subdivision (a)(3), the several county clerks are 
designated deputies to perform, at their option, duties in connection with 
services normally performed by the department related to the issuance of 
titles or issuance of replacement certificates of title. 

(3) The several county clerks shall perform duties in connection with 
services related to the notation of liens and encumbrances and the extension 
of mortgages on certificates of title. 

(4) For each certificate of title issued by a county clerk, the department 
shall pay the clerk a fee of two dollars ($2.00). 

(5) For each certificate of title issued by a county clerk, the department 
shall pay the clerk an additional fee of thirty-five cents (35¢), which funds 
shall be earmarked for office supplies and equipment required to perform 
titling and registration services. Such funds shall be preserved for these 
purposes and shall not revert to the county general fund at the end of a 
budget year if unexpended. 

(6) For purposes of this subsection (a), the clerk shall be deemed to have 
issued the certificate of title if the clerk performed the examination of the 
application for a certificate of title and entered the required data into the 
state computer system for the purpose of printing or electronically producing 
the certificate of title. 

(b)(1) All certificates of title shall be numbered numerically and shall 
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contain upon the face a description of the vehicle, including the make, model, 
type of body, serial number of the vehicle and the engine or other number of 
the vehicle and, in addition, a statement of the owner’s title and of all liens 
and encumbrances upon the vehicle described, whether possession is held by 
the owner under a contract of conditional sale or other agreement and the 
number of the last certificate of title issued for the same vehicle, and other 
information as may be determined to be necessary by the commissioner. 

(2) Joint ownership of a motor vehicle by two (2) or more persons shall be 
indicated on the certificate of title by the use of the word “and.” 

(3) The certificate of title shall contain forms for assignment of title and 
warranty by the owner, with space for notation of liens and encumbrances 
upon the vehicle at the time of transfer. 

(4) All certificates of title shall include an abbreviation designating all 
states, that the department has knowledge of, including Tennessee, where a 
vehicle has been previously titled. The abbreviation shall be the standard 
two-letter abbreviation used in addresses by the United States postal 
service. 

(c) The certificate of title shall be delivered to the owner in the event no lien 
or encumbrance appears thereon. Otherwise, the certificate of title shall be 
delivered to the person holding the first lien or encumbrance upon the vehicle 
as shown in the certificate, and shall be retained by the holder of the first lien 
or encumbrance until the lien or encumbrance shall be discharged, at which 
time a notation shall be made on the certificate of title, setting forth the fact 
that the lien or encumbrance has been discharged, which shall be signed by the 
lienor. The lienor shall then deliver the certificate of title to the owner within 
seven (7) business days from the owner’s request, unless the certificate of title 
shall show on its face one (1) or more liens or encumbrances still outstanding, 
in which event the certificate of title shall be delivered to the next prior lienor, 
either in person or by registered mail, and the lienor shall within seventy-two 
(72) hours notify the department of the discharge of this lien by registered mail 
with return receipt demanded. As used in this subsection (c), “owner” includes 
any person or entity who lawfully acquires a motor vehicle and pays off the 
outstanding lien or encumbrance on the vehicle. 

(d) In the event any lien or encumbrance which is subordinate to any other 
outstanding lien or encumbrance is discharged or released, the holder of the 
sublien or encumbrance shall immediately procure the certificate of title from 
the lienor in whose possession it is being held for the sole purpose of 
discharging the lien as provided by subsection (c), and thereupon shall return 
the certificate of title to the person from whom it was obtained, notifying the 
department of the discharge of this lien, or, in the alternative, the sublienor 
may immediately forward to the department a release setting forth the fact 
that the lien or encumbrance has been discharged, which shall be signed by the 
henor, and the department shall note the release of the lien upon the certificate 
of title when the certificate of title shall next be in the physical possession of 
the department. 

(e) With respect to the delegation of duties and the resultant performance of 
services, the commissioner is authorized to compensate the county clerk at the 
rates set forth in applicable statutes, upon receipt from the county clerk of 
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confirmation of services in a form acceptable to the commissioner. The prior 

requirement of a written contract is eliminated. 
(f)(1) The department may, in its sole discretion, contract with any business 
entity that maintains a fleet of two hundred (200) or more motor vehicles to 
allow the business entity to provide any specific service, or all services, 
normally performed by the department or by a county clerk relative to the 
titling and the registration of otherwise qualified motor vehicles within the 
business entity’s fleet of motor vehicles. The existence of such a contract 
shall not be interpreted to diminish, restrict, or limit the authority of the 
department to administer or enforce applicable provisions of any law with 
which a motor vehicle within the contracting business entity’s fleet is not in 
compliance. The contract shall require that the department group vehicles 
by county of domicile. The department shall collect and distribute to county 
governments and county government officials the same taxes and fees as 
would be applicable if the vehicles were registered in the county. 

(2) Contracts with business entities entered into by the department under 
this subsection (f) shall set forth in detail the duties and responsibilities of 
each party, shall require compliance with all applicable federal and state 
laws, shall not contain provisions that are contrary to any federal or state 
statute, and shall comply with the Federal Drivers’ Privacy Protection Act 
(18 U.S.C. § 2721 et seq.), and the Uniform Motor Vehicle Records Disclo- 
sure Act, compiled in chapter 25 of this title. 

(3) A contract entered into under the authority of this subsection (f) shall 
be at no cost to the department except for the cost of license plates, decals, 
forms and administrative costs that the department would normally incur in 
titling and registering motor vehicles within the business entity’s fleet were 
it not for such contract. 

(4) Acontract entered into under the authority of this subsection (f) shall, 
in addition to all other requirements included in the contract, require the 
contracting business entity to: 

(A) Keep all records, inventories, copies and other related paperwork 
that a county clerk would be required to keep if the clerk were titling and 
registering motor vehicles within the contracting business entity’s fleet 
under chapters 1-6 of this title; 

(B) Forward to the department, no later than the tenth day of each 
month, copies of all applications, certificates of title, certificates of regis- 
tration, completed forms, or other related documents or paperwork re- 
quired by the department that have been issued, completed or processed 
by the contracting business entity during the prior month; 

(C) No later than the tenth day of each month, remit to the department 
all fees and other moneys related to the titling and registering of motor 
vehicles within the contracting business entity’s fleet during the prior 
month that would have been required to be collected by the department or 
a county clerk were it not for the contract entered into under this 
subsection (f); and 

(D) Timely make all reports that the department requires, including all 
applicable reports that a county clerk would be required to make if the 
clerk were titling and registering motor vehicles within the contracting 
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business entity’s fleet under chapters 1-6 of this title. 

(5) Adelinquency in forwarding to the department any remittance, report, 
application, document, form or paperwork required of the contracting entity 
by law or by contract shall result in a penalty of five percent (5%) of the 
delinquent remittance, or the remittance associated with the delinquent 
report, application, document, form or paperwork, as the case may be, for 
each thirty (30) days or fraction of the thirty (30) days that the delinquency 
continues; provided, however, that the penalty may be waived by the 
commissioner upon the showing of good and reasonable cause. In no case 
shall the penalty provided for in this subdivision (f)(5) exceed twenty-five 
percent (25%) of the remittance base. 

(6) If the department enters into a contract with a business entity under 
this subsection (f) and the business entity fails to strictly comply with any 
requirement or provision of the contract, the contract may be rescinded in its 
entirety and cancelled at the discretion of the commissioner; provided, 
however, that the effective date of the cancellation shall be thirty (30) 
business days after the date the department gives notice by certified mail to 
the contracting business entity that the contract is being rescinded and 


cancelled. 


History. 

Acts ~(1951,.«ch..) 70, .. $135.4; (Williams, 
§ 5538.135); Acts 1972, ch. 518, § 6; 1972, ch. 
540, § 2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-314; Acts 1982, 
ch. 740, § 1; 1983, ch. 135, § 1; 1986, ch. 771, 
§§ 2, 3; 1993; ch. 529, §. 7; 1996, ch. 552, $9; 
1996, ch. 578, §§ 1, 2; 2007, ch. 484, § 19; 2008, 
ch. 1007, § 8; 2014, ch. 718, §§ 2, 3; 2019, ch. 
462, § 2. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 1996, ch. 552, which amended this sec- 
tion, may be cited as the “Motor Vehicle Anti- 
Theft, Title Reform and Consumer Protection 
Act of 1996.” 


Cross-References. 
Certified mail in lieu of registered mail, § 1- 
3-111. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 31.2. 


Law Reviews. 
Creditors’ Rights (Paul J. Hartman), 6 Vand. 
L. Rev. 1049. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Application of county wheel tax, OAG 99-065, 
1999 Tenn. AG LEXIS 65 (3/16/99). 

If a certificate of title lists both spouses as 
owners and their names are joined by the 
conjunction “or,” the signature of either spouse 
is sufficient to transfer ownership to a buyer; if 
the certificate of title lists the name of only one 
of the spouses, then only the listed spouse’s 
signature is required; in all other cases, the 
signatures of both spouses are required, OAG 
00-155, 2000 Tenn. AG LEXIS 157 (10/13/00). 

If spouses intend to own a vehicle jointly, 
such that the consent of both will be required to 
transfer title to a third party, they should list 
their names on the certificate of title joined by 
the conjunction “and;” if they intend that either 
spouse may transfer title without the consent of 
the other, they should list their names on the 
certificate of title joined by the conjunction “or;” 
if only one of the spouses’ names appears on the 
certificate of title, only that spouse may trans- 
fer title, OAG 00-155, 2000 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
157 (10/13/00). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Finance Company Lien. 

2. Disposition of Title after Cancellation of 
Lien. 

3. Unlawful Disposition of Vehicle Subject to 
Lien. 

4. Title Held for Another. 


1. Finance Company Lien. 

Where finance company held certificate of 
title issued by state to mortgagor as provided 
by this section, the lien set forth on certificate 
was notice of lien of finance company to opera- 
tor of garage who repaired car, and finance 
company was entitled to possession of car held 
by garage for repair bill. City Finance Co. v. 
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Perry, 195 Tenn. 81, 257 S.W.2d 1, 1953 Tenn. 
LEXIS 304, 36 A.L.R.2d 224 (1953). 


2. Disposition of Title after Cancellation 
of Lien. 

Where dealer, after taking used car in trade 
paid off lien on such vehicle, it was proper for 
the lienor to forward the certificate of title to 
the owner whose name appeared on the certifi- 
cate, and lienor could not be held liable for 
failing to send it to the dealer. Manufacturers 
Acceptance Corp. v. Vaughn, 43 Tenn. App. 9, 
305 S.W.2d 513, 1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 148 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

While under T.C.A. § 55-3-114(c), a prior 
lienor had a duty to release the certificate of 
title to the refinancing creditor upon request by 
the creditor, it was ultimately the creditor’s 
responsibility to get the title from the prior 
lienor or to obtain a duplicate title, as it even- 
tually did, more than two years after the fact; 
the creditor’s security interest, perfected after 
the debtor filed bankruptcy, was avoidable by 
the debtor’s Chapter 7 trustee under 11 U.S.C. 
§ 544, and T.C.A. § 47-9-301, the creditor was 
not perfected under T.C.A. § 55-3-126, the 
creditor’s security interest was void as in viola- 
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tion of the automatic stay of 11 U.S.C. 
§ 362(a)(4), and the trustee was entitled to 
turnover under 11 U.S.C. § 542 of insurance 
proceeds paid to the creditor by an insurance 
company. Farmer v. LaSalle Bank (In re Mor- 
gan), 291 B.R. 795, 2003 Bankr. LEXIS 327 
(Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 2003). 


3. Unlawful Disposition of Vehicle Subject 
to Lien. 

In prosecution under former § 39-3-936 (re- 
pealed; see §§ 39-14-104, 39-14-116) for unlaw- 
ful disposition of motor vehicles subject to se- 
curity interest, it was not necessary to establish 
that such liens had been perfected under this 
chapter. Ashworth v. State, 477 S.W.2d 224, 
1971 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 456 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. 1971). 


4, Title Held for Another. 

The fact that the person in whose name an 
automobile was registered was holding title for 
her son, a minor, who made all payments on the 
purchase price did not affect her status as 
owner of the vehicle and as the named insured 
under an insurance policy on the vehicle. Royal 
Indem. Co. v. Clingan, 364 F.2d 154, 1966 U.S. 
App. LEXIS 5239 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1966). 


55-3-115. Lost or damaged certificate of title — Replacement. 


(a) In the event any certificate of title is lost, mutilated, or becomes illegible, 
the owner or a legal representative or successor in interest of the owner of the 
vehicle for which the same was issued, as shown by the records of the 
department, shall immediately make application for and obtain a replacement 
upon the payment of the fee provided in § 55-6-101. 

(b) Upon issuance of any replacement or duplicate certificate of title, the 
previous certificate that was issued shall be void; provided, that any such 
replacement or duplicate certificate of title shall be forwarded by the depart- 
ment to the person as is entitled to possession of the certificate of title under 
§ 55-3-114(d). 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, .§.36. (Williams, 
§ 5538.136); Acts 1972, ch. 540, § 3; T.C.A. 


(orig. ed.), § 59-315; Acts 2001, ch. 233, § 4; 
2007, ch. 484, § 20. 


55-3-116. Assignment of new numbers when serial or motor number 
obliterated or destroyed. 


(a) The department shall assign a new and distinguishing number to a 
motor vehicle whenever the serial and/or motor number on the motor vehicle 
is destroyed or obliterated, which distinguishing number shall be stamped on 
the vehicle in a position to be determined by the commissioner. 

(b) The motor vehicle shall be registered under the distinguishing number 
in lieu of the former number. 
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History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 38 (Williams, 
§ 5538.138); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-317. 


enforcement from the department of revenue to 
the department of safety, see Executive Order 
No. 50 (April 14, 19838). 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For transfer of auto salvage and auto theft 


55-3-117. Rules and regulations governing change of motors. 


The commissioner is authorized to adopt and enforce reasonable rules and 
regulations as may be deemed necessary and compatible with the public 
interest with respect to the change or substitution of one (1) engine in place of 
another in any motor vehicle. 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 39 (Williams, 
§ 5538.139); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-318. 


55-3-118. Transfer of title. 


(a) In order to transfer titling to any motor vehicle coming within the title 
provisions of chapters 1-6 of this title, the owner shall endorse an assignment 
and warranty of title upon the certificate of title, if in such owner’s possession, 
for such vehicle, with a statement of all liens or encumbrances, and the owner 
shall deliver the certificate of title to the purchaser or transferee at the time of 
delivering the vehicle, except as provided in § 55-3-203. 

(b) Any owner desiring to transfer title to any motor vehicle coming within 
the title provisions of chapters 1-6 of this title, whose certificate of title is being 
held by a lienor, may, in lieu of executing the assignment provided on the 
reverse side of the certificate of title, execute and deliver to the transferee a 
separate bill of sale which shall show the name and address of the lienor in 
whose possession the certificate of title is being held, and all other information 
as may be required by the reasonable rules and regulations of the commis- 
sioner, and which bill of sale shall be signed by the seller, whose signature shall 
be acknowledged before a notary public. 

(c) When ownership of a motor vehicle, jointly owned by two (2) or more 
persons, is transferred, the signatures of all persons listed as joint owners shall 
be required to transfer title. Only one (1) party’s signature shall be required to 
transfer a title to a motor vehicle if the title is registered in the name of one (1) 
spouse, or both where the conjunction between the names on the title is “or.” 

(d) This section does not apply to transfers effected by operation of law 
under § 55-3-121. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 48 (Williams, 
§ 5538.148); Acts 1972, ch. 540, § 4; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-319; Acts 1982, ch. 600, § 3; 
1982, ch. 740, § 1; 1986, ch. 771, § 4; 1990, ch. 
595, § 1; 2009, ch. 530, § 130. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 31, 31.1. 


Law Reviews. 
Personal Property and Sales — 1956 Tennes- 


see Survey (J. Allen Smith), 9 Vand. L. Rev. 
1045. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

If a certificate of title lists both spouses as 
owners and their names are joined by the 
conjunction “or,” the signature of either spouse 
is sufficient to transfer ownership to a buyer; if 
the certificate of title lists the name of only one 
of the spouses, then only the listed spouse’s 
signature is required; in all other cases, the 
signatures of both spouses are required, OAG 
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00-155, 2000 Tenn. AG LEXIS 157 (10/13/00). 
If spouses intend to own a vehicle jointly, 
such that the consent of both will be required to 
transfer title to a third party, they should list 
their names on the certificate of title joined by 
the conjunction “and;” if they intend that either 
spouse may transfer title without the consent of 
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the other, they should list their names on the 
certificate of title joined by the conjunction “or;” 
if only one of the spouses’ names appears on the 
certificate of title, only that spouse may trans- 
fer title, OAG 00-155, 2000 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
157 (10/13/00). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Transfer Without Complying with Statute. 
. Title by Bill of Sale. 

. —Estoppel. 

Date Transfer Effective. 

. Title Held for Another. 

Evidence. 

. Intention of Parties. 

Breach of Warranty of Title. 


. Transfer Without Complying with Stat- 
ute. 

Rights of party who properly had lien noted 
on certificate of title were superior to those of 
others who had loaned money on car but who 
had not complied with statute and who delayed 
sending lien notice to department. Manufactur- 
ers Acceptance Corp. v. Vaughn, 43 Tenn. App. 
9, 305 S.W.2d 513, 1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 148 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

Where dealer took used car in trade and paid 
off lien and then sold the vehicle giving the 
purchaser a bill of sale upon execution of a title 
retention contract which contract was not reg- 
istered, and the purchaser subsequently ob- 
tained the certificate of title from the original 
owner to whom the lienor had forwarded the 
certificate of title, dealer had not complied with 
statute and had no rights as against parties 
subsequently making loans on car. Manufactur- 
ers Acceptance Corp. v. Vaughn, 43 Tenn. App. 
9, 305 S.W.2d 518, 1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 148 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

A transfer of a motor vehicle is not rendered 
void because of noncompliance with the provi- 
sions of the motor vehicle title and registration 
law respecting transfer and delivery of certifi- 
cate of title. Hayes v. Hartford Acci. & Indem. 
Co., 57 Tenn. App. 254, 417 S.W.2d 804, 1967 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 231 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 

Where owners of automobiles exchanged con- 
trol and possession of vehicles, switched license 
plates, agreed on the value of the vehicles, one 
owner paid the other a cash difference and 
owners intended at that time to pass title to the 
cars, insurance carrier of seller of one of motor 
vehicles was not liable for damages arising out 
of accident in which purchaser was involved 
even though the provisions of the title and 
registration law had not been complied with at 
the time of the accident. Stevens v. State Farm 
Mut. Auto. Ins. Co., 59 Tenn. App. 701, 443 
S.W.2d 512, 1969 Tenn. App. LEXIS 350 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1969). 
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Failure to comply with the title and registra- 
tion laws does not render the sale of a motor 
vehicle void. Stevens v. State Farm Mut. Auto. 
Ins. Co., 59 Tenn. App. 701, 443 S.W.2d 512, 
1969 Tenn. App. LEXIS 350 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1969); Mercado v. Travelers Ins. Co., 59 Tenn. 
App. 741, 443 S.W.2d 819, 1969 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 352 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1969). 

Under suitable circumstances a transfer of 
ownership may occur without compliance with 
the requirements of the Motor Vehicle Title and 
Registration Law. Mercado v. Travelers Ins. 
Co., 59 Tenn. App. 741, 443 S.W.2d 819, 1969 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 352 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1969). 

Failure to comply with § 55-3-126 does not 
prevent title to a motor vehicle from passing to 
the transferee since title to goods generally 
passes according to the agreement of the par- 
ties. In re Custom Caps, Inc., 1 B.R. 99, 1979 
Bankr. LEXIS 844 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1979). 


2. Title by Bill of Sale. 

A dealer must transfer title on certificate of 
title only if certificate is in his possession and if 
not he can transfer title by assignment or bill of 
sale acknowledged before a notary public. 
Hunter v. Moore, 38 Tenn. App. 533, 276 S.W.2d 
754, 1954 Tenn. App. LEXIS 139 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1954). 


3. —Estoppel. 

Where a dealer delivers possession of a car 
along with indicia of perfect title in a notarized 
bill of sale since he does not have a certificate of 
title and is not required to get one, he is 
estopped to assert a claim against a purchaser 
for value from the original purchaser. Hunter v. 
Moore, 38 Tenn. App. 533, 276 S.W.2d 754, 1954 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 139 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1954). 

Vendor of motor vehicle is not estopped from 
denying title against purchasers from his pur- 
chaser in a replevin suit where later purchas- 
ers do not rely on original bill of sale since 
vendor reserved title pending cashing of origi- 
nal purchaser’s check which was dishonored. 
Edwards v. Central Motor Co., 38 Tenn. App. 
577, 277 S.W.2d 418, 1954 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
143 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1954), affd, 198 Tenn. 50, 
277 S.W.2d 417, 1955 Tenn. LEXIS 348 (1955). 


4, Date Transfer Effective. 

Purchaser of truck from dealer became owner 
as of day of transfer despite fact that certificate 
of title was not assigned until some two months 
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later the provisions of the motor vehicle title 
and registration law relating to transfer and 
delivery of certificates of title being directory 
and not mandatory. Hayes v. Hartford Acci. & 
Indem. Co., 57 Tenn. App. 254, 417 S.W.2d 804, 
1967 Tenn. App. LEXIS 231 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1967). 

Where dealer sold and delivered automobile 
on a conditional sales contract, and where pur- 
chaser filed for bankruptcy before dealer could 
apply for new certificate of title with notation 
as to his lien, title passed notwithstanding 
failure to comply with this section, the dealer 
had only an unperfected security interest, and 
the trustee’s rights in the collateral were supe- 
rior. In re Russell, 300 F. Supp. 6, 1969 U.S. 
Dist. LEXIS 9451 (E.D. Tenn. 1969). 


5. Title Held for Another. 

Where a mother had title registered in her 
name, but her minor son made all payments on 
purchase price and would eventually become 
the owner, the son did not become the owner 
prior to the mother’s transfer of title as re- 
quired by this section. Royal Indem. Co. v. 
Clingan, 364 F.2d 154, 1966 U.S. App. LEXIS 
5239 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1966). 

Where employer purchased automobile in his 
name for an employee because of the employ- 
ee’s credit rating but never intended to own it 
and immediately gave a written bill of sale to 
employee who took possession and made pay- 
ments to finance company, evidence supported 
finding that ownership was transferred to the 
employee, although vehicle remained regis- 
tered in employer’s name and employer’s insur- 
ance carrier was not liable for damages arising 
out of accident involving vehicle while being 
driven by employee. Mercado v. Travelers Ins. 
Co., 59 Tenn. App. 741, 443 S.W.2d 819, 1969 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 352 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1969). 
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6. Evidence. 

Evidence that insured still had title to auto- 
mobile and Baker, who was driving it at the 
time of the collision, had not paid any of the 
purchase price at such time, that insured could 
have repossessed the vehicle at any time, and 
that insured sold the vehicle after the collision 
without consulting Baker, sustained finding 
that defendant’s insured was the owner of the 
automobile at the time of the accident in which 
automobile collided with plaintiffs truck and 
that Baker at that time was using automobile 
with the permission of insured and thus was an 
additional insured, therefore defendant insurer 
was liable for the injuries sustained in the 
collision. Benton v. State Farm Mut. Auto. Ins. 
Co., 306 F.2d 179, 1962 U.S. App. LEXIS 4313 
(6th Cir. Tenn. 1962). 


7. Intention of Parties. 

The intention of the parties, not the certifi- 
cate of title, determines the ownership of an 
automobile. Smith v. Smith, 650 S.W.2d 54, 
1983 Tenn. App. LEXIS 542 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1983). 


8. Breach of Warranty of Title. 

Failure of automobile dealer to obtain certifi- 
cate of title or title card from person from whom 
it purchased used automobile or to clear the 
title and cause conditional purchaser of such 
automobile to be provided with title card or 
proper evidence of title upon sale of such auto- 
mobile constituted a breach of implied war- 
ranty under the former Uniform Sales Act (now 
Uniform Commercial Code, § 47-1-101 et seq.) 
entitling the buyer to rescind the contract. 
White v. Mid-City Motor Co., 39 Tenn. App. 429, 
284 S.W.2d 689, 1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 80 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1955). 


55-3-119. Transferee to reregister vehicle and obtain certificate of 


title. 


The transferee, before operating or permitting the operation of a transferred 
vehicle upon a highway, shall apply for and obtain a registration and apply for 
a certificate of title for the transferred vehicle in the manner provided in 
§ 55-4-101, except as otherwise permitted in §§ 55-3-120 and 55-3-121. 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 49 (Williams, 
§ 5538.149); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-320. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 31.1. 


: NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Effect of Failure to Register. 

Failure to register a motor vehicle as re- 
quired by this section does not exclude it from 
the application of § 55-3-125 so as to establish 


a lien not shown on the certificate of title. In re 
Wallace, 251 F. Supp. 581, 1966 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 6912 (E.D. Tenn. 1966). 
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55-3-120. Transfers to or from dealers or insurance companies — 
Salvage title, flood title, or nonrepairable vehicle certifi- 
cate. 


(a) When the transferee of a vehicle is a dealer who holds the same for resale 
and lawfully operates the same under dealer’s registration plates, the trans- 
feree shall not be required to obtain a new registration of the vehicle or be 
required to obtain a new certificate of title, but the transferee, upon transfer- 
ring title or interest to another person, shall execute an assignment and 
warranty of title upon the certificate of title, if in the transferee’s possession or 
if in the possession of a lienor, or the transferee shall execute a bill of sale and 
deliver the same to the person to whom the transfer is made, together with 
evidence of ownership. 

(b)(1) When the vehicle is held for resale outside of the state, this exclusion 

from the title and registration requirements may be waived with respect to 

the title provision, and the dealer shall be permitted to obtain a new 
certificate of title in the name of the dealership for the vehicle so held. 

(2) Any dealer that resells more than five percent (5%) of the vehicles 
titled for foreign resale to residents of Tennessee during any given period of 
twelve (12) consecutive months shall, by so doing, forfeit the right to title 
vehicles without registering them. 

(c) An insurance company that obtains title to a motor vehicle as a result of 
paying a total loss claim resulting from collision, fire, or water damage shall 
obtain a salvage title, flood title, or nonrepairable vehicle certificate from the 
department. This subsection (c) shall not apply to vehicles ten (10) years old or 
older with a value of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) or less. 


History. 

Acts», 1951,),ehi 70,48 50.0. (Williams, 
§ 5538.150); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-321; Acts 
1981, ch. 2, § 1; 1986, ch. 791, § 5; 1987, ch. 
443, §. 1; 1989, ch. 377, §..1;:2006,.ch. 517, § 1; 
2007, ch. 484, § 21. 


Cross-References. 

Rebuilt or reconstructed motor vehicles, cer- 
tificates of title, permits, inspections, §§ 55-3- 
202, 55-3-205 — 55-3-207. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 24, 31, 31.1, 31.2. 


Law Reviews. 
Personal Property and Sales — 1955 Tennes- 
see Survey (Clyde L. Ball), 8 Vand. L. Rev. 1067. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Provisions Directory. 

Date Transfer Effective. 

Purchaser in Good Faith. 

. Duties of Dealers. 

Evidence of Ownership by Dealer. 
Dealer Inventory — Security Interest. 
Liens. 

—Notice. 

—Priority. 
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. Provisions Directory. 

This section being in derogation of the com- 
mon law, the provisions relating to transfer of 
the dealer’s muniments of title will be regarded 


as directory rather than mandatory to perfect 
title. Hunter v. Moore, 38 Tenn. App. 533, 276 
S.W.2d 754, 1954 Tenn. App. LEXIS 139 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1954). 

Failure of the seller to comply with this 
section did not prevent ownership of the vehicle 
from passing to the buyer, the certificate of title 
being merely evidence of ownership. Garrett v. 
American Mut. Liability Ins. Co., 261 F. Supp. 
161, 1966 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 9598 (E.D. Tenn. 
1966). 

A transfer of a motor vehicle is not rendered 
void because of noncompliance with the provi- 
sions of the Motor Vehicle Title and Registra- 
tion Law respecting transfer and delivery of 
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certificate of title. Hayes v. Hartford Acci. & 
Indem. Co., 57 Tenn. App. 254, 417 S.W.2d 804, 
1967 Tenn. App. LEXIS 231 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1967). 


2. Date Transfer Effective. 

Purchaser of truck from dealer became owner 
as of day of transfer despite fact that certificate 
of title was not assigned until some two months 
later the provisions of the Motor Vehicle Title 
and Registration Law relating to transfer and 
delivery of certificates of title being directory 
and not mandatory. Hayes v. Hartford Acci. & 
Indem. Co., 57 Tenn. App. 254, 417 S.W.2d 804, 
1967 Tenn. App. LEXIS 231 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1967). 


3. Purchaser in Good Faith. 

Purchaser at auction was good faith pur- 
chaser for value without notice and not negli- 
gent where he got a bill of sale from his vendor 
who also gave him a bill of sale from vendor’s 
vendor obtained by dishonored check where 
original vendor obtained car from resident of 
nontitle certificate state, although final pur- 
chaser got no title certificate until later, di- 
rectly from the state on showing the bills of 
sale. Hunter v. Moore, 38 Tenn. App. 533, 276 
S.W.2d 754, 1954 Tenn. App. LEXIS 139 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1954). 


4, Duties of Dealers. 

This section relieves the dealer of the duty of 
obtaining in his own name a new certificate of 
title but not of placing evidence of ownership in 
the hands of the transferee. White v. Mid-City 
Motor Co., 39 Tenn. App. 429, 284 S.W.2d 689, 
1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 80 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1955). 

Where motor vehicle dealer failed to deliver 
to purchaser of automobile a properly executed 
bill of sale as required by law the dealer was 
guilty of a breach of warranty under former 
§ 47-1213 (now covered by Uniform Commer- 
cial Code) and purchaser had option to rescind 
the contract and recover the purchase price 
under former § 47-1269 (now covered by Uni- 
form Commercial Code). Schaeffer v. Richard, 
43 Tenn. App. 205, 306 S.W.2d 340, 1956 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 149 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

A seller in Tennessee does not have a higher 
duty in the course of business to a nonresident 
purchaser than to a resident purchaser, and 
there is no duty on the part of a seller to know 
the law of the state of residence of the pur- 
chaser of a product or to inform the purchaser 
of the law. Devorak v. Patterson, 907 S.W.2d 
815, 1995 Tenn. App. LEXIS 307 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1995). 


5. Evidence of Ownership by Dealer. 
Where automobile dealer did not have certifi- 
cate of title to automobile, not only purchaser of 
automobile but also finance company who pur- 
chased retained title contract should have been 
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put on notice that title was not in order. Manu- 
facturers Acceptance Corp. v. Bank of Knox- 
ville, 204 Tenn. 605, 324 S.W.2d 417, 1959 
Tenn. LEXIS 316 (1959). 


6. Dealer Inventory — Security Interest. 

This section excludes dealer inventory from 
the provisions of §§ 55-3-125 and 55-3-126 and 
one claiming a security interest in used or 
trade-in inventory vehicles of a dealer was not 
required to perfect such interest in the manner 
required in § 55-3-126. In re Vaughn, 283 F. 
Supp. 730, 1968 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 8460 (M.D. 
Tenn. 1968). 


7. Liens. 


8. —Notice. 

The filing and notation of the lien or encum- 
brance constitutes constructive notice to all 
persons of the existence of all liens or encum- 
brances from the time of receipt and filing of 
the request for notation except as to liens 
dependent upon possession. Manufacturers Ac- 
ceptance Corp. v. Bank of Knoxville, 204 Tenn. 
605, 324 S.W.2d 417, 1959 Tenn. LEXIS 316 
(1959). 

Where automobile dealer executed chattel 
mortgage to bank to secure note given to fi- 
nance purchase of automobile, and bank for- 
warded notice of mortgage and note to depart- 
ment. of motor vehicle title division where title 
certificate was issued with notation of lien and 
where dealer subsequently sold automobile and 
furnished notarized bill of sale with warranty 
against encumbrance, and purchaser executed 
retained title contract which was purchased by 
finance company, bank was entitled to posses- 
sion of automobile as against claim of finance 
company made after purchaser elected to re- 
scind contract because of failure of dealer to 
furnish title. Manufacturers Acceptance Corp. 
v. Bank of Knoxville, 204 Tenn. 605, 324 S.W.2d 
417, 1959 Tenn. LEXIS 316 (1959). 


9. —Priority. 

Rights of party who properly had lien noted 
on certificate of title were superior to those of 
others who had loaned money on car but who 
had not complied with statute and who delayed 
sending lien notice to department. Manufactur- 
ers Acceptance Corp. v. Vaughn, 43 Tenn. App. 
9, 305 S.W.2d 513, 1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 148 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

Where dealer took used car in trade and paid 
off lien and then sold the vehicle giving the 
purchaser a bill of sale upon execution of a title 
retention contract which contract was not reg- 
istered, and the purchaser subsequently ob- 
tained the certificate of title from the original 
owner to whom the lienor had forwarded the 
certificate of title, dealer had not complied with 
statute and had no rights as against parties 
subsequently making loans on car. Manufactur- 
ers Acceptance Corp. v. Vaughn, 43 Tenn. App. 
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9, 305 S.W.2d 5138, 1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 148 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

Notice of federal tax lien filed under §§ 66- 
21-201 — 66-21-205 against all property of 
taxpayer in county where property was situ- 
ated had priority over chattel mortgage subse- 
quently filed under Tennessee Motor Vehicle 
and Title Registration Law by finance company 
which took chattel mortgage on vehicle as se- 
curity. Atlas Finance Co. v. Wilkerson, 214 
Tenn. 619, 382 S.W.2d 529, 1964 Tenn. LEXIS 
514 (1964). 

A “mobile home” that has had its wheels 
removed and has been affixed to realty is not 
subject to the certificate of title provisions for 
motor vehicles under chapters 1 and 3 of this 
title and therefore plaintiffs security interest, 
which was noted on a certificate of title to the 
home and was perfected in accordance with 
those provisions could not take priority over 
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defendant’s real estate mortgage, which was 
created by a deed of trust properly recorded in 
accordance with state mortgage law and with 
former § 47-9-401 (see now § 47-9-312). Asso- 
ciates Capital Corp. v. Cookeville Production 
Credit Asso., 569 S.W.2d 474, 1978 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 296 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1978). 

An application for notation of lien on the title 
to an automobile which was properly filed but 
subsequently lost due to error by the filing 
officials of the state did not perfect a security 
interest superior to a trustee in bankruptcy. 
Because Tennessee law required both filing and 
notation of the lien on an automobile title for 
perfection of a security interest, the trustee 
could defeat the putative lienor and sell the 
automobile free of the lien. In re York, 43 B.R. 
36, 1984 Bankr. LEXIS 5018 (Bankr. M.D. 
Tenn. 1984). . 


55-3-121. Transfer by operation of law — Special plates — Fee. 


(a) Whenever the title or interest of an owner in or to a registered vehicle 
passes to another otherwise than by voluntary transfer, the vehicle registra- 
tion shall expire and the vehicle shall not be operated upon the highways 
unless and until the person entitled to possession of the vehicle shall apply for 
and obtain the registration, with the following exceptions: 

(1) The vehicle may be operated by the person entitled to its possession or 
the person’s legal representative upon the highways from the point the 
motor vehicle comes into the person’s possession to the person’s place of 
business or to some garage or warehouse, upon displaying upon the vehicle 
the registration plate or plates issued to the former owner; or 

(2) In the event title has become vested in the person holding a lien or 
encumbrance upon the vehicle, the person may apply to the department for 
and obtain special plates or temporary plates as may be issued under 
§ 55-4-226(c)(4), and may operate any such repossessed vehicle under the 
special plates or temporary plates only for purposes of transporting the 
vehicle to a garage or warehouse or for purposes of demonstrating or selling 
the vehicle. 

(b) Any person applying for and eligible to receive a plate pursuant to 
subsection (a) who desires to make a lawful use of the vehicle for a period of 
time in excess of seven (7) days, but not more than thirty (380) days, may be 
issued a plate upon payment of a fee of ten dollars ($10.00). 


History. 
Acts’ 1951). ch? 'T0,7°°3 5! ’CWilhiams, 
§ 55388.151): Acts’ 1953)" ch. “167, ($9: "TC AR 


(orig. ed.), § 59-322; Acts 1985, ch. 102, § 1; 
2007, ch. 484, § 22; 2018, ch. 1023, § 52. 


55-3-122. New certificate of title issued by department upon satisfac- 
tion of certain requirements. 


(a) The department, upon receipt of a properly endorsed certificate of title, 
accompanied by the required fee, and when satisfied as to the genuineness and 
regularity of the transfer and of the right of the transferee to a certificate of 
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title, shall issue a new certificate of title in the name of the new owner as upon 
an original application. 

(b) Where the certificate of title is held by a lienor and title has been 
transferred by bill of sale in lieu of an assignment and warranty as provided on 
the reverse side of the certificate of title, the department, upon receipt of a 
properly executed bill of sale and the required fee and when satisfied as to the 
genuineness and regularity of the bill of sale and the right of the transferee to 
a certificate of title, shall procure the certificate of title from the lienor in whose 
possession it is being held for the sole purpose of transferring ownership, and 
the department shall then return a certificate of title to the lienor from whom 
it was obtained. 

(c) The department, upon proper receipt of all the necessary applications, 
papers and information required showing title to a motor vehicle to have been 
transferred as provided by § 55-4-119, and upon the payment of the required 
fee, and when satisfied as to the genuineness and regularity of the transfer and 
the right of the transferee to a certificate of title, shall issue a new certificate 
of title in the name of the new owner as upon an original application and shall 
further make demand on the holder or holders of the old certificate of title to 
surrender the same to the department forthwith, if the certificate of title does 
not accompany the application. 


§ 5538.152); Acts 1972, ch. 540, § 5; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-3823; Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 23. 


History. 


“Actse), 1951.....ch: «,. 70,4, 8 52. (Williams, 


DECISIONS UNDER PRIOR LAW 
Analysis cate of title or title card from person from whom 
it purchased used automobile or to clear the 


title and cause conditional purchaser of such 
automobile to be provided with title card or 


1. Application. 
2. Breach of Warranty. 


1. Application. 

The former provisions of subsection (b) re- 
quiring bill of sale in lieu of assignment and 
warranty on certificate of title to be accompa- 
nied by title card made no exception in this 
regard to sales under bills of sale by dealers. 
White v. Mid-City Motor Co., 39 Tenn. App. 429, 
284 S.W.2d 689, 1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 80 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1955). 


proper evidence of title upon sale of such auto- 
mobile constituted a breach of implied war- 
ranty under the former Uniform Sales Act (now 
Uniform Commercial Code, § 47-1-101 et seq.) 
entitling the buyer to rescind the contract. 
White v. Mid-City Motor Co., 39 Tenn. App. 429, 
284 S.W.2d 689, 1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 80 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1955). 


2. Breach of Warranty. 
Failure of automobile dealer to obtain certifi- 


55-3-123. Liens to be noted on certificates of tithe — County clerk 
entering lien. 


(a) When any new lien, other than a lien dependent solely upon possession, 
or a lien of the state for taxes established pursuant to title 67, chapter 1, part 
14, is placed on any motor vehicle coming within the title provisions of chapters 
1-6 of this title in a transaction not involving any change of ownership, the 
owner shall deliver the certificate of title, if in the owner’s possession, on to the 
lienor, who shall forward the certificate of title, together with the required fee 
for noting the lien on the certificate of title, with proof of the lien required by 
the reasonable rules and regulations of the commissioner directly to the county 
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clerk. The county clerk, when satisfied of the lienor’s right to have the lien 
noted on the certificate of title, shall note the lien on the certificate of title and 
return the certificate of title to the lienor. 

(b) In the event the certificate of title is in the possession of some prior 
lienor, the new or subordinate lienor shall forward to the county clerk the 
required fee for noting the lien, together with proof of the lien required by the 
reasonable rules and regulations of the commissioner, and the county clerk, 
when satisfied of the right of the lienor to have the lien noted on the certificate 
of title, shall forward the application and proof of lien to the department. The 
department shall procure the certificate of title from the lienor in whose 
possession it is being held, for the sole purpose of noting the new lien on the 
certificate of title, and shall return the certificate of title to the lienor from 
whom it was obtained and shall further notify the new lienor of the fact that 


the lien has been noted on the certificate of title. 


History. 

Acts yu 1958, cha PO Bodo. UWilliams: 
§ 5538.153); Acts 1978, ch. 686, § 2; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-324; Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 24; 
2019, ch. 462, §§ 3-5. 


Cross-References. 

Garagekeeper’s lien, § 66-19-103. 

Lien for repairs or improvements, §§ 66-19- 
101, 66-19-102. 


Textbooks. 

Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 31.1, 31.2; 6 Tenn. Juris., Com- 
mercial Law, § 102. 


Law Reviews. 
Principal Security Devices in Tennessee, 22 
Tenn. L. Rev. 392. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Failure to Comply With Law — Effect. 
—Failure to Register Lien. 

. Dealer Inventory — Security Interest. 
. Mobile Homes. 

. Filing with Secretary of State. 


. Failure to Comply With Law — Effect. 

Party lending on automobile upon presenta- 
tion of copy of application for transfer, did not 
comply with statute, and where it did not 
forward notice of lien to department until three 
weeks thereafter, it had no rights as against 
party properly obtaining lien during such pe- 
riod. Manufacturers Acceptance Corp. v. 
Vaughn, 43 Tenn. App. 9, 305 S.W.2d 513, 1956 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 148 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 
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2. —Failure to Register Lien. 

Conditional sale vendor of tires to conditional 
sale buyer of automobile had right to recover 
for value of tires even though conditional sale of 
tires was not registered against assignee of 
conditional sale vendor of auto who repossessed 
auto without notice of tire contract on buyer’s 
default and sold car under former § 47-1301 et 
seq. (now covered by Uniform Commercial 
Code), since tires are not component parts and 
can be separated without injury to the car. Free 
Service Tire Co. v. Manufacturers Acceptance 
Corp., 38 Tenn. App. 647, 277 S.W.2d 897, 1954 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 151 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1954). 


3. Dealer Inventory — Security Interest. 

By reason of § 55-3-120, one claiming a se- 
curity interest in used or trade-in inventory 
vehicles of a dealer by reason of floor-plan loans 
to such dealer was not required to perfect such 
interest in the manner required in this section. 
In re Vaughn, 283 F. Supp. 730, 1968 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 8460 (M.D. Tenn. 1968). 


4, Mobile Homes. 

A “mobile home” that has had its wheels 
removed and has been affixed to realty is not 
subject to the certificate of title provisions for 
motor vehicles under this chapter and chapter 
1 of this title and therefore plaintiffs security 
interest, which was noted on a certificate of 
title to the home and was perfected in accor- 
dance with those provisions could not take 
priority over defendant’s real estate mortgage, 
which was created by a deed of trust properly 
recorded in accordance with state mortgage law 
and with former § 47-9-401 (see now § 47-9- 
312). Associates Capital Corp. v. Cookeville 
Production Credit Asso., 569 S.W.2d 474, 1978 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 296 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1978). 

Where a lender’s security interest was per- 
fected by notation of its lien on the certificate of 
title in accordance with the Tennessee Motor 
Vehicle Title and Registration Law, the lender 
was not required to change the manner of 
perfection after the mobile home was affixed to 
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realty. Roberts v. Green Tree Fin. Corp. (In re debtor as equipment need not be noted on a 
Cassady), 197 B.R. 846, 1996 Bankr. LEXIS _ title but may be perfected by filing with the 


772 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1996). secretary of state. In re Johnson, 39 B.R. 478, 
5. Filing with Secretary of State. Reni LEXIS 5812 (Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 


A security interest in a semitrailer used by a 


55-3-124. Assignment by person holding lien — Notation of lien — Fee. 


(a) Any person holding a lien or encumbrance upon a vehicle, other than a 
lien dependent solely upon possession, may assign title or interest in and to the 
motor vehicle to a person other than the owner, without the consent and 
without affecting the interest of the owner, of the registration of the vehicle, 
but, in this event, shall give to the owner a written notice of the assignment, 
and deliver to the assignee an assignment of the lien, which assignment shall 
be signed by the assignor and, if the original certificate of title be in the 
assignor’s possession, it shall likewise be delivered to the assignee, who shall 
forward the assignment, together with the certificate of title and proper fee for 
the notation of a lien to the county clerk, which shall note the new lien on the 
certificate of title in the place and stead of the lien shown in favor of the 
assignor and return the same to the assignee; provided, that if the original 
certificate of title is not in the possession of the assignor, the assignee shall 
forward the assignment, together with the fee for noting a lien on the 
certificate of title, to the county clerk, which shall procure the certificate of title 
from the person in whose possession it is being held for the sole purpose of 
noting the new lien in the place and stead of the lien in favor of the assignor, 
and the county clerk shall then return the certificate of title to the person from 
whom it was obtained and shall further notify the assignee of this lien that the 
lien has been noted on the certificate of title. 

(b) The assignee of any lien shall be entitled to the same priority among the 
outstanding lienors and have all the other property rights as had formerly 
been held by the assignor. 

(c)(1)(A) Notwithstanding this section to the contrary, the assignor in a 
multiple vehicle lien assignment may assign the security interest or lien 
on the related motor vehicles to a person other than the owner, without the 
consent and without affecting the interest of the owner. 

(B) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a multiple vehicle lien assignment. 

(C) The assignee in a multiple vehicle lien assignment may, but need 
not in order to perfect the assignment or continue the perfected status of 
the assigned security interest or lien against creditors of and transferees 
from the owner, have the certificate of title endorsed or issued with the 
assignee named as holder of a security interest or lien upon delivering to 
the county clerk the certificate and assignment by the holder of a security 
interest or lien named in the certificate in the form the county clerk 
prescribes. 

(D) If the assignment refers to a security interest or lien that is 
reflected on the certificate of title and the certificate of title is in the 
possession of the first security interest holder or lienholder as provided by 
this chapter, the assignee may, but need not in order to perfect the 
assignment or continue the perfected status of the assigned security 
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interest or lien against creditors of and transferees from the owner, have 
the certificate of title endorsed by complying with § 55-3-123. However, 
any person without notice of the assignment shall be protected in dealing 
with the assignor, and the assignor shall remain liable for any obligations 
as holder of the security interest or lien until the assignee is named as the 
holder of the security interest or lien on the certificate of title. 

(2) For purposes of subdivision (c)(1), unless the context otherwise re- 
quires, “multiple vehicle lien assignment” means any transaction, or series 
of related transactions, in which security interests or liens are assigned on 
more than fifty (50) motor vehicles, whether or not any or all of the motor 
vehicles are owned by or registered to residents of the state or covered by 
certificates of title issued by the state. 


History. 
Acts ., 4951, ). ch... 70,748, 04.) CWilhams. 
§ 5538.154); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-325; Acts 


1986, ch. 771, § 5; 2007, ch. 484, § 25; 2019, ch. 
462, § 6. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Title. 
Assignee of a retail installment contract for 


claims for negligence, slander of title, wrongful 
possession, and conspiracy failed as a matter of 


the purchase of a car had no duty under T:C.A. 
§ 55-3-124(a) to a buyer to remove the name of 
a seller and have title to the car re-issued 
listing it as the lien holder; thus, the buyer’s 


law. Parks v. Mid-Atlantic Fin. Co., 343 S.W.3d 
792, 2011 Tenn. App. LEXIS 32 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
Jan. 31, 2011), appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 
2011 Tenn. LEXIS 509 (Tenn. May 25, 2011). 


55-3-125. Liens and encumbrances — Filing. 


No conditional sales contract, chattel mortgage, or other lien or encum- 
brance or title retention instrument upon a registered vehicle, other than a lien 
dependent upon possession entered into after March 1, 1951, or a lien of the 
state for taxes established pursuant to title 67, chapter 1, part 14, shall be 
valid against the creditors of an owner or subsequent purchasers or encum- 
brancers, until the requirements of this section and § 55-3-126 have been 
complied with, unless such creditor, purchaser, or encumbrancer has actual 
notice of the prior lien. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 24, 29, 31. 


History. 

Acts’ "1951, >) ch." 70) § 68" (Wilhams, 
§ 5538.168); Acts 1978, ch. 686, § 3; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-326. 

Law Reviews. 

Principal Security Devices in Tennessee, 22 

Tenn. L. Rev. 392. 


Cross-References. 
Garagekeeper’s lien, § 66-19-103. 
Perfection of lien or security interest, § 55- 
3-126. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis . —Security Interest in Dealer Inventory. 
. —Replevin Suit. 

. Priority of Liens. 

. Execution Liens. 

. Possessory Ownership Interest. 

. Vehicles Not Held as Inventory. 

0. Mobile Homes. 


4 
1. Tax Lien Statute Not Repealed. : 
2. Application of Section — Unregistered Ve- 7 
hicle. 8 
3. Effect of Noncompliance — Creditors of 9 
Buyer. 1 
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11. “Dependent-upon-Possession” Exception. 
12. Perfection of a Security Interest. 


1. Tax Lien Statute Not Repealed. 

Provisions of Tennessee Motor Vehicle Title 
and Registration Law relating to filing of liens 
and encumbrances upon motor vehicles did not 
repeal provisions of §§ 66-21-201 — 66-21-205 
relative to filing of notice of federal tax liens 
and were not repugnant thereto. Atlas Finance 
Co. v. Wilkerson, 214 Tenn. 619, 382 S.W.2d 
529, 1964 Tenn. LEXIS 514 (1964). 


2. Application of Section — Unregistered 
Vehicle. 

A motor vehicle is not excluded from the 
application of this section, so as to permit the 
establishment of a lien not shown on the cer- 
tificate of title, by failure to register the vehicle. 
In re Wallace, 251 F. Supp. 581, 1966 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 6912 (E.D. Tenn. 1966). 


3. Effect of Noncompliance — Creditors of 
Buyer. 

The fact that the notarized bill of sale fur- 
nished by the seller showed on its face a lien of 
holder of conditional sale contract was not 
sufficient to give notice to creditors of bankrupt 
buyer of automobile. In re Crosson, 226 F. 
Supp. 944, 1963 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 6982 (E.D. 
Tenn. 1963). 

Under Tennessee law, no conditional sales 
contract or other lien or encumbrance upon a 
registered vehicle, other than a lien dependent 
upon possession, shall be valid against credi- 
tors of the owner unless the lien is noted on the 
certificate of title. In re Crosson, 226 F. Supp. 
944, 1963 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 6982 (E.D. Tenn. 
1963); In re Custom Caps, Inc., 1 B.R. 99, 1979 
Bankr. LEXIS 844 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1979). 


4. —Security Interest in Dealer Inventory. 

This section is not applicable to the used or 
trade-in inventory vehicles of a dealer and one 
claiming a security interest in such vehicles for 
floor-plan loans made to such dealer was not 
required to perfect such interest in the manner 
required in § 55-3-126. In re Vaughn, 283 F. 
Supp. 730, 1968 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 8460 (M.D. 
Tenn. 1968). 


5. —Replevin Suit. 

Assignee of vendor of truck sold to Georgia 
resident was not barred from instituting re- 
plevin suit for recovery of truck on the ground 
that vendee in registering truck in Tennessee 
failed to state that truck was subject to lien for 
unpaid purchase price where vendee removed 
truck to Tennessee without knowledge of ven- 
dor or its assignee. Lillard v. Yellow Mfg. Accep- 
tance Corp., 195 Tenn. 686, 263 S.W.2d 520, 
1953 Tenn. LEXIS 415 (1953). 


6. Priority of Liens. 
Rights of party who properly had lien noted 
on certificate of title were superior to those of 
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others who had loaned money on car but who 
had not complied with statute and who delayed 
sending lien notice to department. Manufactur- 
ers Acceptance Corp. v. Vaughn, 43 Tenn. App. 
9, 305 S.W.2d 513, 1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 148 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

Where dealer took used car in trade and paid 
off lien and then sold the vehicle giving the 
purchaser a bill of sale upon execution of a title 
retention contract which contract was not reg- 
istered, and the purchaser subsequently ob- 
tained the certificate of title from the original 
owner to whom the lienor had forwarded the 
certificate of title, dealer had not complied with 
statute and had no rights as against parties 
subsequently making loans on car. Manufactur- 
ers Acceptance Corp. v. Vaughn, 43 Tenn. App. 
9, 305 S.W.2d 513, 1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 148 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

Notice of federal tax lien filed under §§ 66- 
21-201 — 66-21-205 against all property of 
taxpayer in county where property was situ- 
ated had priority over chattel mortgage subse- 
quently filed under Tennessee Motor Vehicle 
and Title Registration Law by finance company 
which took chattel mortgage on vehicle as se- 
curity. Atlas Finance Co. v. Wilkerson, 214 
Tenn. 619, 382 S.W.2d 529, 1964 Tenn. LEXIS 
514 (1964). 

A “mobile home” that has had its wheels 
removed and has been affixed to realty is not 
subject to the certificate of title provisions for 
motor vehicles under chapters 1 and 3 of this 
title and therefore plaintiff's security interest, 
which was noted on a certificate of title to the 
home and was perfected in accordance with 
those provisions could not take priority over 
defendant’s real estate mortgage, which was 
created by a deed of trust properly recorded in 
accordance with state mortgage law and with 
former § 47-9-401. Associates Capital Corp. v. 
Cookeville Production Credit Asso., 569 S.W.2d 
474, 1978 Tenn. App. LEXIS 296 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1978). 

An application for notation of lien on the title 
to an automobile which was properly filed but 
subsequently lost due to error by the filing 
officials of the state of Tennessee did not perfect 
a security interest superior to a trustee in 
bankruptcy. Because Tennessee law required 
both filing and notation of the lien on an auto- 
mobile title for perfection of a security interest, 
the trustee could defeat the putative lienor and 
sell the automobile free of the lien. In re York, 
43 B.R. 36, 1984 Bankr. LEXIS 5018 (Bankr. 
M.D. Tenn. 1984). 


7. Execution Liens. 

As long as the statutory requirements gov- 
erning execution liens and writs of execution 
are observed, persons claiming an execution 
lien need not comply with the filing require- 
ments of Article Nine of the Commercial Code, 
T.C.A. § 47-9-101 et seq., because execution 
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liens are not consensual security interests cre- 
ated by contract, and compliance with motor 
vehicle title and registration statutes is not 
required since execution liens depend on pos- 
session. Keep Fresh Filters v. Reguli, 888 
S.W.2d 487, 1994 Tenn. App. LEXIS 503 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1994). 


8. Possessory Ownership Interest. 

This section bore no relevance to the transfer 
of a possessory ownership interest in a vehicle. 
In re Crabtree, 39 B.R. 713, 1984 Bankr. LEXIS 
6065 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1984). 


9. Vehicles Not Held as Inventory. 

With respect to a motor vehicle in Tennessee 
not held as inventory, perfection of a security 
interest is accomplished by notation of a lien on 
the vehicle’s certificate of title. In re Armstrong, 
56 B.R. 781, 1986 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 30616 (W.D. 
Tenn. 1986). 


10. Mobile Homes. 

Security interests in mobile homes which 
complied with T.C.A. § 47-9-302 rather than 
T.C.A. § 55-3-125 and 55-3-126 were unper- 
fected even though the mobile homes had been 
purchased for use in a motel business and had 
not been so occupied. In re Hughes, 58 B.R. 452, 
1986 Bankr. LEXIS 6557 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 
1986). 

Where a lender’s security interest was per- 
fected by notation of its lien on the certificate of 
title in accordance with the Tennessee Motor 
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Vehicle Title and Registration Law, the lender 
was not required to change the manner of 
perfection after the mobile home was affixed to 
realty. Roberts v. Green Tree Fin. Corp. (In re 
Cassady), 197 B.R. 846, 1996 Bankr. LEXIS 
772 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1996). 


11. “Dependent-upon-Possession” Excep- 
tion. 

The “dependent-upon-possession” exception 
means liens depending upon possession for 
existence and not depending upon possession 
for perfection and the notation of a lien on the 
title of a motor vehicle is the exclusive method 
of perfecting that lien. In re Groves, 75 B.R. 
227, 1987 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 6228 (M.D. Tenn. 
1987). 


12. Perfection of a Security Interest. 

State law requires both filing and notation of 
a lien on an automobile title for perfection of a 
security interest, and if the filing does not lead 
to the notation of the lien on the title, perfection 
does not occur. In re Clark, 112 B.R. 226, 1990 
Bankr. LEXIS 652 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1990). 

A trustee in bankruptcy could not avoid, 
pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 544, a creditor’s secu- 
rity interest in a mobile home, where the lien 
had been created and perfected under T.C.A. 
§ 47-9-101 et seq. by the time the debtor filed 
his petition in bankruptcy. Farmer v. Green 
Tree Serv. LLC (In re Snelson), 330 B.R. 643, 
2005 Bankr. LEXIS 1851 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 
2005). 


55-3-126. Constructive notice of lien upon filing request for notation 
— Method of giving notice — Perfection of security inter- 


est. 


(a) Except as provided for manufactured homes complying with the require- 
ments of § 55-3-128, a lien or security interest in a vehicle of the type for which 
a certificate is required shall be perfected and shall be valid against subse- 
quent creditors of the owner, subsequent transferees, and the holders of 
security interest and liens on the vehicle by compliance with this chapter. 

(b)(1) Asecurity interest or lien is perfected by delivery to the department or 

the county clerk of the existing certificate of title, if any, title extension form, 

or manufacturer’s statement of origin and an application for a certificate of 
title containing the name and address of the holder of a security interest or 
lien with vehicle description and the required fee. 
(2) The security interest is perfected as of the date of delivery to the 
county clerk or the department. 
(3)(A) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a second or other 
junior security interest or lien in a vehicle of the type for which a 
certificate of title is required shall not be considered perfected unless and 
until the lien or security interest is physically noted on the certificate of 
title for the vehicle. In the case of a second or other junior lien or security 
interest, there shall be no constructive notice of the second or other junior 
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lien or security interest unless that lien is physically noted on the 

certificate of title. 

(B) Nothing in subdivision (b)(3)(A) shall have any effect on perfection 
and constructive notice concerning first liens. 

(c) When the security interest is perfected as provided for in this section, it 
shall constitute notice of all liens and encumbrances against the vehicle 
described in the security interest to creditors of the owner, to subsequent 
purchasers and encumbrances, except liens as may be authorized by law 
dependent upon possession. Constructive notice shall date from the time of 
first delivery of the request for the notation of the lien or encumbrance upon 
the certificate of title by the county clerk, as shown by its endorsements of the 
date of delivery on the document. 

(d) The method provided in this section and § 55-3-125 of obtaining a lien or 
encumbrance upon a motor vehicle, mobile home, house trailer or other mobile 
structure, whether or not taxed as real property, subject to chapters 1-6 of this 
title relative to the issuance of certificates of title, shall be exclusive except as 
to liens depending upon possession and the lien of the state for taxes 
established pursuant to title 67, chapter 1, part 14; provided, that §$ 66-24- 
101, 66-26-101, 66-26-105 and 66-26-110, or any other sections, shall not be 
construed to require the deposit, filing or other record whatsoever of a chattel 
mortgage, deed of trust conveyance intended to operate as a mortgage, trust 
receipt, or other similar instrument. It is the intent of this section that any 
mortgage, trust receipt or other similar instrument of indebtedness required 
by chapters 1-6 of this title shall be perfected by delivery and then noted upon 
the certificate of title only, and shall not be required to be made a public record 
elsewhere, except as expressly provided otherwise in § 47-9-311(d). 

(e) With respect to implements of husbandry and special mobile equipment, 
the perfection of a security interest under chapters 1-6 of this title is not 
effective until the lienholder has complied with applicable law that otherwise 
relates to the perfection of security interest in personal property, and any 
person who receives transfer of an interest in this equipment without knowl- 
edge of the certificate is not prejudiced by reason of its existence. 

(f)(1) When a manufacturer’s statement of origin or an existing certificate of 
title on a motor vehicle is unavailable, a first lienholder or the first 
lienholder’s designee may file an application for motor vehicle temporary 
lien with the secretary of state. The filing fee for each application for motor 
vehicle temporary lien is ten dollars ($10.00). The filing of an application for 
motor vehicle temporary lien shall constitute constructive notice of the lien 
against the motor vehicle as described to creditors of the owner, subsequent 
purchasers and encumbrancers, except liens as are by law dependent upon 
possession. 

(2) The constructive notice shall be effective from the time of the filing of 
the application for motor vehicle temporary lien as authorized in this 
subsection (f); provided, that the filing of a lien under this section by the 
lienholder and the payment of the fee shall in no way relieve any person of 
the obligation of paying the fee now required by law for filing a lien to be 
evidenced on a certificate of title of a motor vehicle. 

(3) A lien filed under this subsection (f) shall automatically terminate 
after one hundred eighty (180) days or upon being perfected under other 
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provisions of this section, whichever occurs first. 

(4) Whenever a lienholder or the lienholder’s designee files a lien under 
this subsection (f) and later under other provisions of this subsection (f), the 
lien shall be presumed to be perfected at the time of the earliest filing. 

(5) The application for motor vehicle temporary lien shall be accompanied 
by the required filing fee, shall be on a form designed by the secretary of 
state, and shall contain the following information: 

(A) Name and address of each debtor; 

(B) Name and address of the first lienholder; 

(C) Vehicle identification number of the motor vehicle; 

(D) The date the instrument creating the lien was executed; 

(HE) The name, address and telephone number of the submitter; 

(F) The name and address to whom acknowledgement of filing should 
be sent if other than the submitter; and 

(G) Any other information that the secretary of state deems necessary 
for the administration of this part. 

(6) Upon request of any person, the secretary of state may issue a 
certificate showing whether there is on file, on the date stated therein, any 
presently effective liens naming a particular debtor, giving the date and hour 
of filing of each effective lien, and the vehicle identification number and the 
name of the lienholder. The fee for this certificate shall be ten dollars 
($10.00). Upon request, the secretary of state shall furnish a copy of any filed 
lien for a uniform fee of one dollar ($1.00) per page. 

(7) The secretary of state has the power reasonably necessary to perform 
the duties required of the secretary of state by this subsection (f), including, 
without limitation, the power to promulgate necessary and appropriate rules 
and regulations consistent with this subsection (f), and the power to destroy 
any documents filed under this subsection (f) two hundred seventy (270) 
days after the filing of the documents. 

(8) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the fees collected by the 
secretary of state under this subsection (f) shall be retained by the secretary 
of state to offset costs associated with the administration and continued 
improvement of the secretary of state’s recordkeeping functions. 

(9) The lienholder listed on an application for motor vehicle temporary 
lien may correct the application filed with the secretary of state if the 
application contains an incorrect statement by filing articles of correction. 
The application shall be corrected in a manner established by the secretary 
of state and on a form designed by the secretary of state. The articles of 
correction shall provide the registration number of the application to be 
corrected. The filing fee to file articles of correction shall be ten dollars 
($10.00). The articles of correction are effective on the effective time and date 
of the application they correct except as to persons relying on the uncor- 
rected application and adversely affected by the correction. As to those 
persons, the effective date is the date the articles of correction are filed. 

(10) In addition to the fees authorized in this subsection (f), the secretary 
of state is authorized to charge an online transaction fee to cover costs 
associated with processing payments for an application for motor vehicle 
temporary lien, articles of correction, and certificate requests submitted 
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online. 


55-3-126 


(11) An application for motor vehicle temporary lien and articles of 
correction shall be rejected if they contain information that the secretary of 


state is unable to read or decipher. 


(g) The comptroller of the treasury shall, as part of the review and/or audit 
of the office of the secretary of state, include the implementation and impact of 
subsection (f) and shall report its findings and recommendations regarding 
subsection (f) in such review and/or audit of the office of secretary of state. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 69 (Williams, 
§ 5538.169); Acts 1968, ch. 403, § 1; 1971, ch. 
382, § 1; 1978, ch. 686, § 4; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-327; Acts 1984, ch. 559, § 2; T.C.A., § 55- 
3-137; Acts 1996, ch. 687, § 1; 1997, ch. 279, 
§ 1; 1997, ch. 523, § 1; 1998, ch. 1016, §§ 1-3; 
2000, ch. 846, § 36; 2003, ch. 76, § 4; 2007, ch. 
484, § 26; 2011, ch. 186, § 1; 2014, ch. 649, 
$§ 1-4; 2019, ch. 462, § 7. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Filing provisions of Uniform Commercial 
Code do not apply to a security interest in 
property which is subject to a statute of this 
state which requires lien or security interest to 
be indicated on a certificate of title. See § 47- 
9-303. 

The introductory language of Acts 1998, ch. 


1016 provided that: “it is imperative for the 
efficient commerce of the State of Tennessee 
and the protection of creditors that state law 
comply with the strict requirements of the 
bankruptcy code.” 


Cross-References. 
Liens and encumbrances, filing, § 55-3-125. 


Textbooks. 

Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 24, 31.1, 31.2; 6 Tenn. Juris., 
Commercial Law, §§ 102, 103; 12 Tenn. Juris., 
Executions, § 14; 18 Tenn. Juris., Liens, § 3. 


Law Reviews. 

Tennessee Legislature Solves Secured Lend- 
er’s Dilemma (David M. Smythe), 20 Tenn. B.J. 
27 (1984). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


Purpose of Section. 

Effect of Section. 

Exclusiveness of Procedure. 
Constructive Notice of Lien. 

Effective Date of Notice. 

Insufficient Notice. 

Priority Between Liens. 

Dealer Inventory — Security Interest. 
. Request for Notation of Lien. 

10. Mobile Homes. 

11. “Dependent-upon-Possession” Exception. 
12. Perfection of a Security Interest. 


Cre ee 


1. Purpose of Section. 

The purpose of the statute is to render in- 
valid as to creditors of the owner any nonpos- 
sessory lien or encumbrance not noted on the 
certificate of title in accordance with this sec- 
tion. In re Crabtree, 39 B.R. 713, 1984 Bankr. 
LEXIS 6065 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1984). 


2. Effect of Section. 

The practical effect of this section is that the 
lienholder on a motor vehicle covered by the act 
has to have his lien recorded and noted on the 
certificate of title only in order to protect his 
lien against subsequent encumbrances. Per- 
sonal Loan & Finance Corp. v. Guardian Dis- 
county Co., 206 Tenn. 221, 332 S.W.2d 504, 
1960 Tenn. LEXIS 362 (1960). 


Under Tennessee law, no conditional sales 
contract or other lien or encumbrance upon a 
registered vehicle, other than a lien dependent 
upon possession, shall be valid against credi- 
tors of the owner unless the lien is noted on the 
certificate of title. In re Crosson, 226 F. Supp. 
944, 1963 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 6982 (E.D. Tenn. 
1963). 

A mobile home that had its wheels removed 
and was affixed to realty was not “designed for 
travel upon the public highways” and hence 
was not a “mobile home” within the meaning of 
former § 55-1-105 and the provisions of this 
section concerning the recordation of liens did 
not apply. Associates Capital Corp. v. Cookev- 
ille Production Credit Asso., 569 S.W.2d 474, 
1978 Tenn. App. LEXIS 296 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1978). 

A security interest in a motor vehicle (other 
than inventory) is not enforceable against the 
trustee in bankruptcy unless the security inter- 
est is indicated on the outstanding certificate of 
title. In re Groves, 64 B.R. 329, 1986 Bankr. 
LEXIS 5451 (Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 1986), aff'd, 75 
B.R. 227, 1987 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 6228 (M.D. 
Tenn. 1987). 


3. Exclusiveness of Procedure. 
Perfection of security interest in motor ve- 
hicle may be effectuated only by notation of lien 
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upon vehicle’s certificate of title. In re Coors of 
Cumberland, Inc., 19 B.R. 313, 1982 Bankr. 
LEXIS 4416 (Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 1982); Keep 
Fresh Filters v. Reguli, 888 S.W.2d 437, 1994 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 503 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1994). 

While subsection (b) outlines procedure to be 
followed in perfecting security interest in motor 
vehicle, motor vehicles still fall within purview 
of Uniform Commercial Code as enacted by 
state of Tennessee. In re Coors of Cumberland, 
Inc., 19 B.R. 318, 1982 Bankr. LEXIS 4416 
(Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 1982); Keep Fresh Filters v. 
Reguli, 888 S.W.2d 437, 1994 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
503 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1994). 

Sole purpose of requirement of subsection (b) 
is to give notice that secured party has interest 
in motor vehicle. In re Coors of Cumberland, 
Inc., 19 B.R. 313, 1982 Bankr. LEXIS 4416 
(Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 1982). 


4. Constructive Notice of Lien. 

This section means that filing and notation of 
lien on certificate of title is “constructive notice 
of all liens” except common law liens dependent 
upon possession. City Finance Co. v. Perry, 195 
Tenn. 81, 257 S.W.2d 1, 1953 Tenn. LEXIS 304, 
36 A.L.R.2d 224 (1953). 

The filing and notation of the lien or encum- 
brance constitutes constructive notice to all 
persons of the existence of all liens or encum- 
brances from the time of receipt and filing of 
the request for notation except as to liens 
dependent upon possession. Manufacturers Ac- 
ceptance Corp. v. Bank of Knoxville, 204 Tenn. 
605, 324 S.W.2d 417, 1959 Tenn. LEXIS 316 
(1959). 

Where automobile dealer executed chattel 
mortgage to bank to secure note given to fi- 
nance purchase of automobile, and bank for- 
warded notice of mortgage and note to depart- 
ment of motor vehicle title division where title 
certificate was issued with notation of lien and 
where dealer subsequently sold automobile and 
furnished notarized bill of sale with warranty 
against encumbrance, and purchaser executed 
retained title contract which was purchased by 
finance company, bank was entitled to posses- 
sion of automobile as against claim of finance 
company made after purchaser elected to re- 
scind contract because of failure of dealer to 
furnish title. Manufacturers Acceptance Corp. 
v. Bank of Knoxville, 204 Tenn. 605, 324 S.W.2d 
417, 1959 Tenn. LEXIS 316 (1959). 

The provision of subsection (b) making the 
methods provided in this section and § 55-3- 
125 of giving constructive notice of a lien upon 
a motor vehicle precludes the exclusion of a 
motor vehicle from the application of § 55-3- 
125, so as to permit the establishment of a lien 
not shown on the certificate of title, by failure to 
register the vehicle. In re Wallace, 251 F. Supp. 
581, 1966 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 6912 (E.D. Tenn. 
1966). 

Constructive notice of a perfected lien relates 
back to the date of the filing of the application 
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for notation of the lien; once a lien has been 
noted on the title, the date of the commence- 
ment of constructive notice is the date of the 
filing of the application for notation of the lien. 
In re Ridley, 50 B.R. 51, 1985 Bankr. LEXIS 
6495 (Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 1985). 


5. Effective Date of Notice. 

The effective date of the notice of the len is 
the date when first received by the department 
of finance and taxation (now department of 
revenue) with the proper fee and not the date 
when the administrative work of filing within 
the department is completed. Personal Loan & 
Finance Corp. v. Guardian Discounty Co., 206 
Tenn. 221, 332 S.W.2d 504, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 
362 (1960). 

A lien on an automobile, once perfected, re- 
lates back to the date of the filing of the 
application for notation of the lien. In re Ridley, 
50 B.R. 51, 1985 Bankr. LEXIS 6495 (Bankr. 
M.D. Tenn. 1985). 


6. Insufficient Notice. 

The fact that the notarized bill of sale fur- 
nished by the seller showed on its face a lien of 
holder of conditional sale contract was not 
sufficient to give notice to creditors of bankrupt 
buyer of automobile. In re Crosson, 226 F. 
Supp. 944, 1963 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 6982 (E.D. 
Tenn. 1963); In re Custom Caps, Inc., 1 B.R. 99, 
1979 Bankr. LEXIS 844 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 
1979). 

Reliance upon the purchaser of a motor ve- 
hicle to apply for title with notation of lien 
thereupon does not override the strict mandate 
of subsection (b) with respect to the perfection 
of security interests in such vehicles. In re 
Krulik, 6 B.R. 443, 1980 Bankr. LEXIS 4654 
(Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 1980). 

A security interest in a motor vehicle is 
perfected when the application is received by 
the motor vehicle division; mere submission of 
an application to the county clerk is not suffi- 
cient. In re Haynes, 28 B.R. 136, 1983 Bankr. 
LEXIS 6784 (Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 1983), aff'd, 33 
B.R. 118, 1983 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 15335 (M.D. 
Tenn. 1983). 


7. Priority Between Liens. 

Rights of party who properly had lien noted 
on certificate of title were superior to those of 
others who had loaned money on car but who 
had not complied with statute and who delayed 
sending lien notice to department. Manufactur- 
ers Acceptance Corp. v. Vaughn, 43 Tenn. App. 
9, 305 S.W.2d 513, 1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 148 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

Where dealer took used car in trade and paid 
off lien and then sold the vehicle giving the 
purchaser a bill of sale upon execution of a title 
retention contract which contract was not reg- 
istered, and the purchaser subsequently ob- 
tained the certificate of title from the original 
owner to whom the lienor had forwarded the 
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certificate of title, dealer had not complied with 
statute and had no rights as against parties 
subsequently making loans on car. Manufactur- 
ers Acceptance Corp. v. Vaughn, 43 Tenn. App. 
9, 305 S.W.2d 5138, 1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 148 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

Notice of federal tax lien filed under §§ 66- 
21-201 — 66-21-205 against all property of 
taxpayer in county where property was situ- 
ated had priority over chattel mortgage subse- 
quently filed under Tennessee Motor Vehicle 
and Title Registration Law by finance company 
which took chattel mortgage on vehicle as se- 
curity. Atlas Finance Co. v. Wilkerson, 214 
Tenn. 619, 382 S.W.2d 529, 1964 Tenn. LEXIS 
514 (1964). 

Common law possessory lien of artisan who 
performed repair work on automobile transmis- 
sion took priority over perfected security inter- 
est of finance company wherein finance com- 
pany had complied with provisions of Motor 
Vehicle Title and Registration Law. Manufac- 
turers Acceptance Corp. v. Gibson, 220 Tenn. 
654, 422 S.W.2d 435, 1967 Tenn. LEXIS 448 
(1967). 

Under former § 47-9-310 claims arising for 
work intended to enhance or preserve the value 
of the collateral take priority over an earlier 
security interest even though perfected and 
even though the artisan’s services or materials 
were furnished without knowledge or approval 
of the secured party. Manufacturers Acceptance 
Corp. v. Gibson, 220 Tenn. 654, 422 S.W.2d 435, 
1967 Tenn. LEXIS 448 (1967). 

A “mobile home” that has had its wheels 
removed and has been affixed to realty is not 
subject to the certificate of title provisions for 
motor vehicles under chapters 1 and 3 of this 
title and therefore plaintiffs security interest, 
which was noted on a certificate of title to the 
home and was perfected in accordance with 
those provisions could not take priority over 
defendant’s real estate mortgage, which was 
created by a deed of trust properly recorded in 
accordance with state mortgage law and with 
former § 47-9-401. Associates Capital Corp. v. 
Cookeville Production Credit Asso., 569 S.W.2d 
474, 1978 Tenn. App. LEXIS 296 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1978). 

An application for notation of lien on the title 
to an automobile which was properly filed but 
subsequently lost due to error by the filing 
officials of the state of Tennessee did not perfect 
a security interest superior to a trustee in 
bankruptcy. Because Tennessee law required 
both filing and notation of the lien on an auto- 
mobile title for perfection of a security interest, 
the trustee could defeat the putative lienor and 
sell the automobile free of the lien. In re York, 
43 B.R. 36, 1984 Bankr. LEXIS 5018 (Bankr. 
M.D. Tenn. 1984). 


8. Dealer Inventory — Security Interest. 
This section is not applicable to the used or 
trade-in inventory vehicles of a dealer and one 
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claiming a security interest in such vehicles for 
floor-plan loans made to such dealer was not 
required to perfect such interest in the manner 
required herein. In re Vaughn, 283 F. Supp. 
730, 1968 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 8460 (M.D. Tenn. 
1968). 


9. Request for Notation of Lien. 

The Tennessee supreme court has treated an 
application for a certificate with a lien noted 
the same as a request for notation of a lien. In 
re Poteet, 5 B.R. 631, 1980 Bankr. LEXIS 4642 
(Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1980). 

No certificate can be issued or lien noted 
when the request is defective. In re Poteet, 5 
B.R. 631, 1980 Bankr. LEXIS 4642 (Bankr. E.D. 
Tenn. 1980). 


10. Mobile Homes. 

Security interests in mobile homes which 
complied with former T.C.A. § 47-9-302 rather 
than T.C.A. § 55-3-125 and this section were 
unperfected even though the mobile homes had 
been purchased for use in a motel business and 
had not been so occupied. In re Hughes, 58 B.R. 
452, 1986 Bankr. LEXIS 6557 (Bankr. E.D. 
Tenn. 1986). 

If a title lien on a mobile home has been 
perfected pursuant to this section, no further 
filing is required under former T.C.A. § 47-9- 
306 to perfect the lien. Transouth Financial 
Corp. v. General Electric Capital Corp., 832 
S.W.2d 568, 1992 Tenn. App. LEXIS 79 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1992). 

Where a lender’s security interest was per- 
fected by notation of its lien on the certificate of 
title in accordance with the Tennessee Motor 
Vehicle Title and Registration Law, the lender 
was not required to change the manner of 
perfection after the mobile home was affixed to 
realty. Roberts v. Green Tree Fin. Corp. (In re 
Cassady), 197 B.R. 846, 1996 Bankr. LEXIS 
772 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1996), 

A trustee in bankruptcy could not avoid, 
pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 544, a creditor’s secu- 
rity interest in a mobile home, where the lien 
had been created and perfected under T.C.A. 
§ 47-9-101 et seq. by the time the debtor filed 
his petition in bankruptcy. Farmer v. Green 
Tree Serv. LLC (In re Snelson), 330 B.R. 648, 
2005 Bankr. LEXIS 1851 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 
2005). 


11. “Dependent-upon-Possession” Excep- 
tion. 

The “dependent-upon-possession” exception 
means liens depending upon possession for 
existence and not depending upon possession 
for perfection and the notation of a lien on the 
title of a motor vehicle is the exclusive method 
of perfecting that lien. In re Groves, 75 B.R. 
227, 1987 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 6228 (M.D. Tenn. 
1987). 


12. Perfection of a Security Interest. 
State law requires both filing and notation of 
a lien on an automobile title for perfection of a 
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security interest, and if the filing does not lead 
to the notation of the lien on the title, perfection 
does not occur. In re Clark, 112 B.R. 226, 1990 
Bankr. LEXIS 652 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1990). 

Bank’s interest was perfected when the ap- 
plication for a title showing the bank’s lien was 
lodged with the county clerk. General Motors 
Acceptance Corp. v. Third Nat'l Bank, 812 
S.W.2d 593, 1991 Tenn. App. LEXIS 121 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1991). 

The enactment of T.C.A. § 55-3-137 (see now 
T.C.A. § 55-3-126) did not change the Tennes- 
see procedure for perfection of a motor vehicle 
lien from a “notation” to a “delivery” system. 
That is, a security interest is not perfected until 
a notation of the lien is made on the certificate 
of title and, when such notation is made, the 
date of perfection dates from the time of deliv- 
ery to the county clerk; further, if the date of 
delivery which leads to the notation is within 
20 days of the date on which the security 
interest arose, the date of perfection is deemed 
the date on which the interest was created. Still 
v. First State Bank, 900 S.W.2d 282, 1995 Tenn. 
LEXIS 308 (Tenn. 1995), superseded by statute 
as stated in, Schulman v. Ford Motor Credit Co. 
(In re Leach), 206 B.R. 903, 1997 Bankr. LEXIS 
321 (Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 1997), superseded by 
statute as stated in, Fitzpatrick v. Toyota Motor 
Credit Corp. (In re Hartline), — B.R. —, 2009 
Bankr. LEXIS 2907 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. Sept. 9, 
2009); Roberts v. Green Tree Fin. Corp. (In re 
Cassady), 197 B.R. 846, 1996 Bankr. LEXIS 
772 (Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 1996). 

An automobile financing company failed to 
perfect a security interest in a vehicle where it 
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unintentionally listed the name of a competitor, 
rather than its own name, as first lienholder on 
the certificate of title. Schulman v. Ford Motor 
Credit Co. (In re Leach), 206 B.R. 903, 1997 
Bankr. LEXIS 321 (Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 1997). 

While under T.C.A. § 55-3-114(c), a prior 
lienor had a duty to release the certificate of 
title to the refinancing creditor upon request by 
the creditor, it was ultimately the creditor’s 
responsibility to get the title from the prior 
lienor or to obtain a duplicate title, as it even- 
tually did, more than two years after the fact; 
the creditor’s security interest, perfected after 
the debtor filed bankruptcy, was avoidable by 
the debtor’s Chapter 7 trustee under 11 U.S.C. 
§ 544, and former T.C.A. § 47-9-301, the credi- 
tor was not perfected under T.C.A. § 55-3-126, 
the creditor’s security interest was void as in 
violation of the automatic stay of 11 U.S.C. 
§ 362(a)(4), and the trustee was entitled to 
turnover under 11 U.S.C. § 542 of insurance 
proceeds paid to the creditor by an insurance 
company. Farmer v. LaSalle Bank (In re Mor- 
gan), 291 B.R. 795, 2003 Bankr. LEXIS 327 
(Bankr. E.D. Tenn. 2003). 

Where the application for noting a lien on the 
certificate of title was filed two days before the 
title to the vehicle was issued and where the 
certificate of title bore the name of the owner 
and listed the bank as the first lienholder, the 
certificate of title was perfected pursuant to the 
requirements of T.C.A. § 55-3-126(b)(1). Re- 
gions Bank v. Bric Constructors, LLC, 380 
S.W.3d 740, 2011 Tenn. App. LEXIS 668 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. Dec. 18, 2011), rehearing denied, — 
S.W.3d —, 2012 Tenn. App. LEXIS 211 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. Mar. 30, 2012). 


55-3-127. Misdemeanors enumerated — Failure to endorse or deliver 
certificate — Discharge lien — Report discharge of lien — 
Transferees — Sales and use tax — Impoundment or 
abandonment of vehicles — Endorsement of change in 


ownership on title or registration. 


(a) It is a Class C misdemeanor for any person to fail or neglect to properly 
endorse or deliver any certificate of title to the department, a transferee, or 
other person lawfully entitled to the certificate of title. 

(b) It is a Class C misdemeanor for any lienor, including a mortgagee or a 
vendor, to fail or neglect upon the discharge of the lien, mortgage or encum- 
brance, to properly discharge the lien in the manner provided for in this part 
and, if the certificate of title be in the lienor’s possession, to fail to deliver the 
certificate to the person entitled to the certificate. 

(c) It is a Class C misdemeanor for any lienor whose lien has been 
discharged to fail to report the discharge to the department within seventy-two 
(72) hours from the date of discharge by registered mail, return receipt 
demanded. 

(d) It isa Class C misdemeanor for any transferor to fail or neglect to enter 


a 
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the transferee name on a properly endorsed certificate of title before delivery 
to the transferee. 

(e) It is a Class C misdemeanor for any person to possess an executed 
certificate of title without the name of the transferee appearing on the 
certificate of title. 

(f) Any person found to be in violation of subsection (d) or (e) shall be liable 
for the sales or use tax on the fair market value of the vehicle as is determined 
by reference to the most recent issue of an authoritative automotive pricing 
manual, such as the NADA Official Used Car Guide, Southeastern Edition, or 
by an appraisal by a duly licensed motor vehicle dealer in the state, plus a 
twenty-five percent (25%) penalty. 

(g) Any person found to be in possession of a vehicle with an improperly 
assigned title which fails to identify the transferee must immediately establish 
ownership of the vehicle, register the vehicle and pay the required tax and 
penalty. The vehicle will be impounded by state or local law enforcement 
officials until the person in possession can prove ownership or until the rightful 
owner is located. In the event the rightful owner cannot be established within 
thirty (30) days, the vehicle will be deemed abandoned and will be disposed of 
by the commissioner of safety. 

(h) Insurance companies authorized to underwrite policies on motor ve- 
hicles as a result of a paid claim are authorized to endorse change in ownership 
on the certificate of title or registration without obtaining a new certificate of 
title or registration or registering with the department for sales and use tax 
purposes. 


History. 

Acts. 1951) ch. 4 70... & 55. (Williams; 
§ 5538.155); Acts 1972, ch. 540, § 6; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-328; Acts 1987, ch. 326, § 1; 
1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2007, ch. 484, § 27. 


Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
PAL; 


Law Reviews. 
Personal Property and Sales — 1956 Tennes- 
see Survey (J. Allen Smith), 9 Vand. L. Rev. 


Cross-References. 1045. 


Certified mail in lieu of registered mail, § 1- 
3-111. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


chaser to rescind the contract. White v. Mid- 
City Motor Co., 39 Tenn. App. 429, 284 S.W.2d 


Analysis 


1. Breach of Warranty of Title. 
2. Effect of Failure to Transfer Title. 


1. Breach of Warranty of Title. 

Automobile dealer’s violation of this section 
by failure to deliver certificate to transferee of 
automobile under conditional sale constituted 
breach of implied warranty under the former 
Uniform Sales Act (now Uniform Commercial 
Code, § 47-1-101 et seq.) that dealer had the 
right to sell the automobile and entitled pur- 


689, 1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 80 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1955). 


2. Effect of Failure to Transfer Title. 

Failure of the seller to endorse and deliver to 
the buyer the certificate of title did not prevent 
ownership of the vehicle from passing to the 
buyer, the certificate being merely evidence of 
ownership. Garrett v. American Mut. Liability 
Ins. Co., 261 F. Supp. 161, 1966 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 9598 (E.D. Tenn. 1966). 


55-3-128. Manufactured home affixed to real property. 


(a) Ifa manufactured home is affixed to a parcel of real property, as provided 
in the affidavit of affixation, and the legal ownership of the manufactured home 
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and real property is identical, upon the recording of the affidavit of affixation 
as provided in subsection (c), the owner shall surrender the certificate of the 
title or the manufacturer’s statement or certificate of origin of the manufac- 
tured home to the department for cancellation by providing the following 
documentation: 

(1)(A) The certificate of the title to the manufactured home, or each 

separate certificate of title if the manufactured home consists of more than 

one (1) unit, duly endorsed or otherwise showing the release of any 
lienholders noted on the certificate of title; 

(B) If the manufactured home is a new home not covered by a certificate 
of title, the manufacturer’s statement or certificate of origin; or 

(C) If the manufactured home is not covered by a certificate of title and 
the owner of the manufactured home, after diligent search and inquiry, is 
unable to produce the original manufacturer’s certificate of origin for the 
manufactured home, a statement to that effect in the affidavit of 
affixation; 

(2) A copy of the deed or other instrument of conveyance of legal 
ownership to the real property to which the manufactured home has become 
affixed conveying a fee simple or other legal ownership interest in the subject 
real property and that has been certified by the office of the register of deeds 
of the county in which the real property is located; and 

(3) Acertified copy of an affidavit of affixation executed by all persons who 
have such a legal ownership interest in the manufactured home and the real 
property to which the manufactured home has become affixed stating that 
the manufactured home is affixed to the real property described in the deed 
or other instrument that has been duly recorded in the office of the register 
of deeds of the county in which the real property and manufactured home are 
located. 

_(b)(1) The affidavit of affixation shall be a separate document and shall 
contain the following information: 
(A) The names of all of the legal owners of the manufactured home and 
real property to which the manufactured home has become affixed; 
(B) The year built, manufacturer’s name, model name or model number, 
serial number, length and width of the manufactured home; 
(C) The physical address of the real property to which the manufac- 
tured home has become affixed; 
(D) The legal description of the real property to which the manufac- 
tured home has become affixed; 
(KE) A statement that the manufactured home is to be taxed as an 
improvement to the real property; 
(F) A statement that: 

(i) The manufactured home is covered by a certificate of title that the 
owner shall surrender to the department; 

(ii) The manufactured home is covered by a manufacturer’s state- 
ment or certificate of origin that the owner shall surrender to the 
department; or 

(ii) The manufactured home is not covered by a certificate of title and 
the owner of the manufactured home, after diligent search and inquiry, 
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is unable to produce the original manufacturer’s certificate of origin for 

the manufactured home; 
(G) The name and mailing addresses of any lienholders holding consen- 
sual security interests in the manufactured home or whose liens have been 
noted upon any certificate of title covering the manufactured home; 
(H) A statement that: 
(i) All permits required by applicable governmental authorities have 
been obtained; 
(ii) The foundation system for the manufactured home complies with 
all laws, rules, regulations and codes and manufacturer’s specifications 
applicable to the manufactured home becoming a permanent structure 
upon the real property; and 
(iii) The wheels and axles have been removed; 
(I) Astatement that the manufactured home is permanently connected 
to a septic or sewer system and other utilities such as electricity, water and 
gas, 
(J) Astatement of the preparer of the affidavit of affixation as required 
by § 66-24-115 or any successor statute; and 
(K) Due acknowledgement of the signature of each Rennie as required 
by title 66, chapter 22 or any successor statute. 
(2) Any affidavit of affixation containing the information in subdivision 
(b)(1) shall be recorded by the appropriate county register of deeds. A copy of 
the affidavit shall be filed with the assessor of property in order to assist in 
locating and identifying the manufactured home for property tax purposes. 
(c) Recordation of the affidavit of affixation containing the terms in subsec- 
tion (b) shall be prima facie evidence that the manufactured home has become 
affixed to the real property as an improvement to real property and shall 
satisfy the requirements of 11 U.S.C. § 1322(b)(2), or any successor statute, to 
the extent the manufactured home constitutes the owner’s principal residence. 

(d) The affidavit of affixation required pursuant to this section shall be in 
substantially the following form: 


THIS INSTRUMENT PREPARED BY: 


AFFIDAVIT OF AFFIXATION 
(MANUFACTURED HOME) 


STATE OF ) 
COUNTY OF ) SS.: 


BEFORE ME, the undersigned notary public, on this day personally appeared 
[type the name(s) of each homeowner signing this affidavit]: 

known to me (or satisfactorily proven) to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are 

subscribed below (each a “homeowner”), and who, being by me first duly sworn, 

did each by personal oath state as follows: 
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1. Homeowner(s) owns the manufactured home (“home”) described as 
follows: 


New/Used Year Manufacturer’s Model 
Name 


Name and No. Length/Width 


Manufacturer’s Serial No. 


2. The home is or will be located at the following “property address”: 


Street or City County State Zip Code 
Route 


3. The legal description of the real property where the home is or will be 
permanently affixed (“land”) is: 


4. The homeowner(s) executing below is/are all the legal owner(s) of the real 
property to which the home has become permanently affixed. 

5. The home shall be assessed and taxed as an improvement to the land. 

6. 

(A) All permits required by applicable governmental authorities have been 
obtained; 

(B) The foundation system for the home complies with all laws, rules, 
regulations and codes and manufacturer’s specifications applicable to the 
manufactured home becoming a permanent structure upon the real property; 
and 

(C) The wheels and axles have been removed. 

7. The home is permanently connected to a septic or sewer system and other 
utilities such as electricity, water and gas. 


8. Check one: 
A. The manufactured home is covered by a certificate of 
title that the owner shall surrender to the department; 
B. The manufactured home is covered by a manufacturer’s 


statement or certificate of origin that the owner shall 
surrender to the department; or 

C. The manufactured home is not covered by a certificate 
of title and the owner of the manufactured home, after 
diligent search and inquiry, is unable to produce the 
original manufacturer’s certificate of origin for the 
manufactured home; 
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9. The home is subject to the following security interests (each, a “security 
interest”): 


Name of Lienholder: Name of Lienholder: 
Address: Address: 


Original Principal Amount Secured: Original Amount Secured: 


10. Other than those disclosed in this affidavit, the homeowner is not aware 
of: 

(i) Any other claim, lien or encumbrance affecting the home; 

(ii) Any facts or information known to the homeowner that could reasonably 
affect the validity of the homeowner’s title to the home or the existence or 
non-existence of security interests in the home. 

This affidavit is executed by homeowner(s) pursuant to applicable state law 
and shall be recorded in the real property records in the county in which the 
home is located. | 

Further affiant(s) sayeth naught. 

Homeowner #1 

Printed Name 

Homeowner #2 (If more than one homeowner) 

Printed Name 


Homeowner #3 (If more than two homeowners) 


Printed Name 


STATE OF 

COUNTY OF 

Personally appeared before me, , a notary public in and for 
the state and county aforesaid, , the within named person(s), 


with whom I am personally acquainted (or proved to me on the basis of 
satisfactory evidence), and who acknowledged that such person was the one 
who executed the foregoing instrument for the purposes therein contained. 
WITNESS my hand and seal at office, on this ___ day of pO ies 


Notary Public 
My Commission Expires: 
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ATTENTION COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS: This instrument covers 
goods that are or are to become fixtures on or improvements to the property 
described in this instrument and is to be filed for record in the real estate 
records. 


History. 138 to § 55-3-128 by authority of the Code 
Acts 2003, ch. 76, § 5; 2007, ch. 484, § 28; Commission in 2017. 
2009, ch. 182, § 1; T.C.A. § 55-3-138. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 


55-3-129. Reissue of cancelled certificate of title to manufactured 
home. 


If the legal owner of a manufactured home, and the real property to which 
the manufactured home has become affixed, desires a cancelled certificate of 
title to be reissued, the legal owner shall: 

(1) Reapply for a new certificate pursuant to this chapter; 

(2) Provide an abstract of land title showing legal ownership of the 
manufactured home and real property along with any mortgages recorded 
upon the real property; 

(3) For every lienholder listed on the abstract of land title, provide a lien 
release as to the manufactured home or lienor’s statement that such lien is 
to be recorded on the face of the certificate of title for the manufactured 
home; and 

(4) Pay the required fee for the certificate of title for the manufactured 
home or for each component unit. 


History. 139 to § 55-3-129 by authority of the Code 
Acts 2003, ch. 76, § 6; T.C.A. § 55-3-139. Commission in 2017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 


55-3-130. Title to replica model custom-built car. 


Title to a custom-built car for which no certificate of title has ever been 
issued by the division may be titled as the make, model and year of the 
manufactured motor vehicle that the custom-built car most closely resembles; 
provided, however, that the car is intended to replicate the make, model and 
year of the manufactured vehicle; and provided further, that the title clearly 
identifies the custom-built car as a replica. 


History. 140 to § 55-8-130 by authority of the Code 
Acts 2008, ch. 765, § 2; T.C.A. 55-3-140. Commission in 2017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 
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PART 2 


WRECKED, DAMAGED, DISMANTLED OR REBUILT 
MOTOR VEHICLES 


55-3-201. Part definitions. 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Automotive dismantler and recycler” means a person who engages in 
the business of acquiring salvage vehicles for the purpose of recovering parts 
for resale; 

(2) “Flood vehicle” means any passenger motor vehicle which has sus- 
tained substantial water damage as determined by departmental rules and 
regulations. Disclosure that a passenger motor vehicle has become a flood 
vehicle shall be made at the time of transfer of ownership, and the next 
certificate of title issued after the transfer shall be conspicuously labeled 
with the word “Flood” across the front; 

(3) “Methamphetamine vehicle” means any motor vehicle subject to 
registration and certificate of title provisions that has been impounded by a 
law enforcement agency based on a charge of manufacture of methamphet- 
amine on or within the vehicle and determined to be contaminated pursuant 
to the standards developed pursuant to title 68, chapter 212, part 5, and for 
which the department has received a notice of motor vehicle impoundment 
for manufacture of methamphetamine pursuant to § 55-3-210. Disclosure 
that a motor vehicle has become a methamphetamine vehicle shall be made 
upon the department’s receipt of such notice by issuance of a new certificate 
of title conspicuously labeled with the language “Methamphetamine Vehicle” 
across the front. Upon any subsequent transfer of ownership, the next 
certificate of title issued after the transfer shall be conspicuously labeled 
with the language “Methamphetamine Vehicle” across the front; 

(4) “Nonrepairable vehicle” means any passenger motor vehicle which is 
incapable of safe operation for use on roads or highways and which has no 
resale value except as a source of parts or scrap only or which the owner 
irreversibly designates as a source of parts or scrap. “Nonrepairable vehicle” 
includes, but is not limited to, any passenger motor vehicle which has 
sustained salt water damage as a result of salt water entering the passenger 
compartment. A nonrepairable vehicle shall be issued a nonrepairable 
vehicle certificate and shall never again be titled or registered; 

(5) “Nonrepairable vehicle certificate” means a passenger motor vehicle 
ownership document issued by the state to the owner of a nonrepairable 
vehicle. Ownership of the passenger motor vehicle may only be transferred 
two (2) times on a nonrepairable vehicle certificate. A passenger motor 
vehicle for which a nonrepairable vehicle certificate has been issued can 
never be titled or registered for use on roads or highways. A nonrepairable 
vehicle certificate shall be conspicuously labeled with the word “Nonrepair- 
able” across the front; 

(6) “Passenger motor vehicle” means any vehicle driven or drawn by 
mechanical power manufactured primarily for use on the public streets, 
roads and highways that is ten (10) model years old or less, including a 


55-3-201 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 58 


multipurpose passenger vehicle or light duty truck when that vehicle or 
truck is rated at not more than nine thousand pounds (9,000 lbs.) gross 
vehicle weight; “passenger motor vehicle” also includes a motorcycle, as 
defined in § 55-1-108; 

(7) “Rebuilt title’ means the passenger motor vehicle ownership docu- 
ment issued by the state to the owner of a rebuilt vehicle. Ownership of the 
passenger motor vehicle may be transferred on a rebuilt title, and a 
passenger motor vehicle for which a rebuilt title has been issued may be 
registered for use on the roads and highways. A rebuilt title shall be 
conspicuously labeled with the words “Rebuilt Vehicle — Anti-theft Inspec- 
tions Passed” across the front; 

(8) “Rebuilt vehicle’? means any passenger motor vehicle which was 
previously issued a salvage title; has passed state anti-theft inspections; was 
issued an affidavit pursuant to § 55-3-206 that the passenger motor vehicle 
was rebuilt to required standards; has been issued a certificate indicating 
that the passenger motor vehicle has passed the required anti-theft inspec- 
tions; and has a decal stating “Rebuilt Vehicle — Anti-theft Inspections 
Passed” affixed to the driver’s door jamb; 

(9) “Salvage pool operator” means a person who engages in the business of 
selling salvage vehicles at auction, including wholesale auction, or 
otherwise; 

(10) “Salvage title” means a passenger motor vehicle ownership document 
issued by the state to the owner of a salvage vehicle. Ownership of the 
passenger motor vehicle may be transferred on a salvage title; however, a 
passenger motor vehicle for which a salvage title has been issued shall not 
be registered for use on the roads or highways unless it has been issued a 
rebuilt title. A salvage title shall be conspicuously labeled with the word 
“Salvage” across the front; 

(11)(A) “Salvage vehicle” means any passenger motor vehicle which has 
been wrecked, destroyed, or damaged to the extent that the total esti- 
mated or actual cost of parts and labor to rebuild or reconstruct the 
passenger motor vehicle to its pre-accident condition and for legal opera- 
tion on the roads or highways exceeds seventy-five percent (75%) of the 
retail value of the passenger motor vehicle, as set forth in a current edition 
of any nationally recognized compilation (to include automated databases) 
of retail values; 

(B) The value of repair parts for purposes of this subdivision (11) shall 
be determined by using the current published retail cost of the repair parts 
to be used in the repair, or in the absence of a published retail cost the 
reasonable and customary cost in the community where repair parts are 
purchased; 

(C) The labor cost of repairs for purposes of this subdivision (11) shall be 
computed by using the hourly labor rate and time allocations that are 
reasonable and customary in the automobile repair industry in the 
community where the repairs are performed; 

(D) “Salvage vehicle” also includes, without regard to whether such 
passenger motor vehicle meets the seventy-five percent (75%) threshold 
specified in the first sentence, any passenger motor vehicle whose owner 
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may wish to designate as a salvage vehicle by obtaining a salvage title, 
without regard to the extent of the passenger motor vehicle’s damage and 
repairs. This designation by the owner shall not impose on the insurer of 
the passenger motor vehicle or on an insurer processing a claim made by 
or on behalf of the owner of the passenger motor vehicle any obligations or 


liabilities; and 


(12) “Scrap metal processor” means any person who is engaged in the 
business of buying nonrepairable vehicles, automotive parts, or other 
metallic material by weight to process this material into scrap metal for 
remelting purposes; which utilizes machinery and equipment for processing 
ferrous and nonferrous metallic scrap into prepared grades; and whose 


principal product is metallic scrap. 


History. 

Acts’ 1996,:ch: 552;:'§ 3;.1996, ch. 839,:§ 3; 
2007, ch. 484, § 32; 2011, ch. 397, §§ 1, 2; 2016, 
ch. 691, § 1; T.C.A. § 55-3-211; Acts 2020, ch. 
675, § 2. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former title 55, chapter 3, part 2, T.C.A. 
8§ 55-3-201 — 55-3-213, was reorganized in 
2017. See the following parallel reference table 
for the former and new locations. 

Former Sections New Sections 


55-3-201 55-3-202 
55-3-202 55-3-203 
55-3-203 55-3-204 
55-3-204 — 55-3-206 [Reserved] [Deleted] 
55-3-207 55-3-205 
55-3-208 55-3-206 
55-3-209 55-3-207 
55-3-210 55-3-208 
55-3-211 55-3-201 
55-3-212 55-3-209 
55-3-213 55-3-210 


This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 
211 to § 55-3-201 as part of the reorganization 
of the part by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion in 2017. 

Acts 1996, ch. 552, which enacted this section 
and § 55-3-209 and amended other sections in 
this title, may be cited as the “Motor Vehicle 
Anti-Theft, Title Reform and Consumer Protec- 
tion Act of 1996.” 

Acts 1996, ch. 839, § 4 provides “It is the 
legislative intent of the General Assembly that 
Chapter 552 of the Public Acts of 1996 shall be 
applied prospectively and that the provisions of 


such chapter shall not be construed to create 
any new causes of action for acts that were in 
compliance with the prior provisions of law.” 
The act contained no effective date for § 4, and 
that section is deemed to have taken effect May 
10, 1996. 

Acts 2011, ch. 397, § 4 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue is authorized to pro- 
mulgate rules to effectuate the purposes of the 
act, including, but not limited to, rules to pro- 
vide a motor vehicle owner an opportunity for a 
hearing on the issue of whether the certificate 
of title for such vehicle should be labeled, or 
should continue to be labeled, as a metham- 
phetamine vehicle. All such rules shall be pro- 
mulgated in accordance with the Uniform Ad- 
ministrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, 
chapter 5. 

Acts 2011, ch. 397, § 5 provided that the act, 
which amended the introductory language and 
added the definition of “methamphetamine ve- 
hicle”, shall apply to all applicable offenses 
committed on or after July 1, 2011. 

Acts 2016, ch. 691, § 2 provided that the act, 
which amended the definition of “Passenger 
motor vehicle”, shall apply to applicable titles 
issued on or after March 24, 2016. 


Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment added the definitions 
of “automotive dismantler and recycler” and 
“salvage pool operator”. 


Effective Dates. 

Acts 2020, ch. 675, § 3. October 1, 2020; 
provided that for purposes of promulgating 
rules, the act took effect June 15, 2020. 


55-3-202. Owner dismantling or wrecking vehicle to return evidences 
of title — Rebuilt motor vehicles — Application for new 


certificate of title. 


(a) Any owner dismantling or wrecking any registered vehicle shall imme- 
diately forward to the department the certificate of title issued to the owner for 
the vehicle, but may retain the certificate of registration and registration 


55-3-203 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 60 
plates for the purpose of transferring the certificate of registration and 
registration plates to any other motor vehicle as provided in § 55-4-101. 

(b) Any person, who has rebuilt a motor vehicle for which the certificate of 
title or other ownership documents have been surrendered and a salvage title, 
flood title, or nonrepairable vehicle certificate has been issued in accordance 
with the rules promulgated by the department, prior to the sale of the vehicle 
to another, shall make application to the local county clerk or directly to the 
department for a new certificate of title. The application for certificate of title 
shall be supported by the salvage title and evidence of ownership and 
reconstruction satisfactory to the commissioner. The person rebuilding or 


having a motor vehicle rebuilt may apply for a certificate of title. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 56 (Williams, 
§ 5538.156); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 10; impl. am. 
Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-329; Acts 1987, ch. 443, § 2; T.C.A., § 55- 
3-128; Acts 2006, ch. 517, § 2; 2007, ch. 484, 
§ 29; 2008, ch. 1007, § 1; T.C.A. 55-3-201. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 
201 to § 55-3-202 as part of the reorganization 
of the part by authority of the Code Commis- 


sion in 2017. See the parallel reference table in 
§ 55-3-201 for the full disposition of sections. 

For transfer of the division of title and regis- 
tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
(April 19, 2006). 


Cross-References. 

Rebuilt or reconstructed motor vehicles, cer- 
tificates of title, permits, inspections, §§ 55-3- 
206, 55-3-207. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Sale. 

Sale of wrecked or dismantled truck, which 
was a reconstructed vehicle within the meaning 
of title 55, ch. 3, part 2, which was sold under 


an “as is” disclaimer of warranty, did not bar an 
action for unfair or deceptive acts or practices. 
Morris v. Mack’s Used Cars, 824 S.W.2d 538, 
1992 Tenn. LEXIS 45 (Tenn. 1992). 


55-3-203. Records of motor vehicle dismantler and recycler or scrap 
metal processor — Requirements — Violations and penal- 
ties. 


(a)(1) Any motor vehicle dismantler and recycler required to be licensed 
pursuant to § 55-17-109 or scrap metal processor as defined in § 55-3-201, 
who purchases motor vehicles for parts, dismantling, or scrap, shall, 
notwithstanding the requirements of title 62, chapter 9, be governed by this 
section with respect to those purchases, and shall maintain a record for three 
(3) years, in the form the commissioner prescribes, of every vehicle bought, 
sold, dismantled, exchanged, or received by the motor vehicle dismantler 
and recycler or scrap metal processor. 

(2) The purchasing motor vehicle dismantler and recycler or scrap metal 
processor shall also require the seller of the vehicle to provide proof of 
ownership by providing a properly endorsed vehicle title. The title provided 
shall be securely maintained for each vehicle purchased, shall become a part 
of the record maintained pursuant to subdivision (a)(1), and shall be 
cancelled by the department of revenue pursuant to subdivision (h)(2). 
(b)(1)(A) Notwithstanding this title to the contrary, any motor vehicle 

dismantler and recycler or scrap metal processor, who purchases a motor 

vehicle that is twelve (12) years or older solely for parts, dismantling, or 
scrap, may purchase the motor vehicle without seeing and obtaining the 
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title to the vehicle if the motor vehicle dismantler and recycler or scrap 
metal processor does not dismantle, crush, or shred the vehicle for a period 
of three (3) business days, including the date of purchase, and if the 
following information is obtained by the buyer and maintained as a part of 
the record required by subdivision (a)(1): 

(i) The name, address, and National Motor Vehicle Title Information 
System (NMVTIS) identification number of the motor vehicle disman- 
tler and recycler or scrap metal processor; 

(ii) The name, initials, or other identification of the individual enter- 
ing the information; 

(iii) The date of the transaction; 

(iv) Adescription of the motor vehicle, including the make and model 
to the extent practicable; 

(v) The vehicle identification number (VIN) of the vehicle to the 
extent practicable; 

(vi) The license plate number of any vehicle transporting the motor 
vehicle being sold; 

(vii) The amount of consideration given for the vehicle; 

(viii) A written statement signed by the seller, and the seller’s agent, 
if applicable: 

(a) Certifying that the seller, and the seller’s agent, if applicable, 
have the lawful right to sell the motor vehicle; 

(b) Certifying that the vehicle is not subject to any security interest 
or lien; 

(c) Acknowledging that a person who falsifies any information 
contained in the written statement is subject to criminal sanctions 
and restitution for losses incurred as a result of the sale of a vehicle 
based on falsified information contained in the statement; and 

(d) Certifying that the vehicle shall never be titled again and shall 
be dismantled or destroyed; 

(ix) The name, address, and the right thumbprint impression of the 
person from whom the vehicle is being purchased. However, if taking the 
right thumbprint is not possible, the left thumbprint or another finger- 
print impression shall suffice; 

(x) A photocopy or electronic scan of a valid driver license of the seller, 
and the seller’s agent, if applicable, of the motor vehicle, or in lieu of the 
photocopy or scan of the valid driver license, any other identification 
card containing a photograph of the seller as issued by any state or 
federal agency of the United States. If the buyer has a copy of the seller’s 
photo identification on file, the buyer may reference the photo identifi- 
cation on file without making a separate photocopy for each transaction; 
and 

(xi) Proof confirming that the motor vehicle dismantler and recycler 
or scrap metal processor has reported the vehicle to the department of 
revenue in accordance with subsection (c) within twenty-four (24) hours, 
not counting weekends or legal holidays, of the close of business of the 
day the vehicle was received. 
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(B) If the seller does not provide the motor vehicle title or provide the 
information prescribed in subdivision (b)(1)(A), the motor vehicle disman- 
tler and recycler or scrap metal processor shall not complete the 
transaction. 

(2) The general assembly intends by this subsection (b) to occupy and 
preempt the entire field of legislation related to the age of the vehicle which 
a motor vehicle dismantler and recycler or scrap metal processor may 
purchase without seeing and obtaining the title to the vehicle and the 
three-day waiting period prior to dismantling, crushing, or shredding the 
vehicle when a title is not provided to the dismantler or recycler in 
accordance with subdivision (b)(1)(A). 

(c) Any motor vehicle dismantler and recycler required to be licensed 
pursuant to § 55-17-109 or scrap metal processor as defined in § 55-3-201, 
who purchases a vehicle for scrap or parts, shall submit to the department of 
revenue any information in a format as is necessary to satisfy the requirement 
for reporting information to the National Motor Vehicle Title Information 
System (NMVTIS) in accordance with rules adopted by the United States 
department of justice in 28 CFR 25.56, within twenty-four (24) hours, not 
counting weekends or legal holidays, of the close of business of the day the 
vehicle was received. The department shall report such information to 
NMVTIS on behalf of the motor vehicle dismantler and recycler or scrap metal 
processor. 

(d)(1) It is a Class A misdemeanor, subject to a minimum fine of one 

thousand dollars ($1,000), for any person to: 

(A) Knowingly violate this section; 

(B) Knowingly fail to report as required under subsection (c); 

(C) Falsify the statement required under subsection (b); 

(D) Knowingly falsify the certification required under subsection (g); or 

(EZ) Knowingly sell a vehicle which is the subject of any security interest 
or lien. 

(2) Actions to impose the penalties under this subsection (d) may be 
brought by any local or state law enforcement agency, district attorney, or by 
the attorney general and reporter in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

(3)(A) One-half (42) of the monies generated from the penalties under this 

subsection (d) shall be deposited in the general fund. 

(B) The remaining one-half (4%) of the monies generated from the 
penalties under this subsection (d) shall be deposited: 

(i) In the general fund of the municipality if the suit was brought in 

a municipal court; 

(ii) In the general fund of the county if the suit was brought in the 
court of a county; or 

(iii) To the appropriate state law enforcement agency, if the suit was 
brought by any county, state, or municipal law enforcement agency. 

(4) Monies generated from the penalties under this subsection (d) shall be 
used only for the enforcement, investigation, prosecution, and training 
related to violations of this section, auto thefts, or motor vehicle related 
crimes. 

(5) A court of competent jurisdiction shall also order a seller under this 
section to make restitution to the owner or lienholder, and to the motor 
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vehicle dismantler and recycler or scrap metal processor, for any damage or 

loss caused by the seller arising out of an offense committed by the seller, 

including attorney’s fees. 

(e) Any motor vehicle used to transport a motor vehicle illegally sold under 
this section shall be subject to seizure and forfeiture by any law enforcement 
officer authorized to effectuate an arrest. The seizure and forfeiture shall be 
conducted in accordance with the procedure set out in title 40, chapter 33, part 
ih 

(f) The records required to be maintained by this section shall be open to 
inspection by a representative of the commissioner’s office or a law enforce- 
ment officer, or both, during reasonable business hours. 

(g) As used in this section, “motor vehicle” or “vehicle” does not include 
motor vehicles or vehicles that have been reported to the NMVTIS and have 
been flattened, crushed, baled, or logged, such that the motor vehicle or vehicle 
is less than fifty percent (50%) of its original volume, is no longer the motor 
vehicle as described by the certificate of title, and is sold for purposes of scrap 
metal only. The seller of the material shall certify to the scrap metal processor 
purchasing the material that all vehicles crushed in this manner and included 
in the sale have been properly reported to the department of revenue or the 
NMVTIS. 

(h)(1) The department of revenue shall verify within twenty-four (24) hours 
of receipt of the information reported pursuant to subsection (c) whether or 
not the motor vehicle reported pursuant to subsection (c) has been reported 
stolen. The department of revenue may develop a method to allow a person 
subject to this section to verify at the time of the transaction, through the use 
of the internet, at no cost, that the vehicle has not been reported stolen, and 
that also allows for the department of revenue’s response to be printed and 
retained by the person making the request. Within ninety (90) days of the 
development of such system, its use by any motor vehicle dismantler and 
recycler required to be licensed pursuant to § 55-17-109 or scrap metal 
processor as defined in § 55-3-201, who purchases a vehicle for scrap or 
parts, shall become mandatory. One (1) of the following shall apply following 
the department of revenue’s response: 

(A) If the department of revenue confirms that the motor vehicle has 
been reported stolen, the motor vehicle dismantler and recycler or scrap 
metal processor shall notify the appropriate local law enforcement agency 
of the current location of the vehicle and the identifying information of the 
person selling the vehicle; or 

(B) If the department of revenue confirms that the motor vehicle has 
not been stolen, the motor vehicle dismantler and recycler or scrap metal 
processor may proceed with the transaction and shall not be held crimi- 
nally or civilly liable if the motor vehicle later turns out to be. a stolen 
vehicle, unless the motor vehicle dismantler and recycler or scrap metal 
processor had knowledge that the motor vehicle was a stolen vehicle or 
failed to comply with the requirements of subsection (a) or (b). 

(2) The department of revenue shall enter a cancellation on the title 
record for the motor vehicle. 

(3) If the department of revenue has not received information from a 
federal, state, or local department or independent source that a vehicle has 
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been reported as stolen it will continue to check against the National Crime 
Information Center (NCIC) for a period of thirty (30) days. If the vehicle is 
not reported as stolen, any person damaged shall not have a cause of action 
against the department of revenue’s vehicle services division. 

(4) The department of revenue is authorized to comply with some or all of 
its responsibilities in this section through a contract with a United States 
department of justice approved third-party data consolidator, pursuant to 28 


CFR Part 25. 
History. | 
Acts 19520" chi) (0) Shou a WileLaTnS, 


§ 5538.157); Acts 1959, ch. 250, § 1; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), §§ 59-330, 55-3-129; Acts 1989, ch. 
591, § 118; 1996, ch. 552, § 10; 2006, ch. 517, 
§ 3; 2008, ch. 1026, § 1; 2012, ch. 684, § 1; 
2015, ch. 466, § 1; T.C.A. 55-3-202. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 
202 to § 55-3-203 as part of the reorganization 
of the part by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion in 2017. See the parallel reference table in 
§ 55-3-201 for the full disposition of sections. 

For transfer of auto salvage and auto theft 
enforcement from the department of revenue to 
the department of safety, see Executive Order 
No. 50 (April 14, 1983). 

Acts 1996, ch. 552, which amended this sec- 
tion, may be cited as the “Motor Vehicle Anti- 
Theft, Title Reform and Consumer Protection 
Act of 1996.” 

Acts 2015, ch. 466, § 2 provided that for 
purposes of subsection (i) in section 1 of the act, 
which rewrites the section effective July 1, 
2016, the act shall take effect July 1, 2015. 
Subsection (i) of section 1 was added as (g) in 
the version of the section effective until July 1, 
2016, and appears as subsection (i) in the 
version effective on July 1, 2016. 


Subsection (i), which expired effective June 
30, 2017, read as follows: 

“(i)(1) In addition to any other fees required 
by this title or title 62, chapter 9, each motor 
vehicle dismantler and recycler required to be 
licensed pursuant to § 55-17-109 shall pay a 
biennial fee of five hundred dollars ($500) to the 
Tennessee motor vehicle commission accompa- 
nying each application for licensure or renewal 
of a motor vehicle dismantler and recycler li- 
cense. Prior to the close of each fiscal year, all 
fees collected pursuant to this subsection (i), 
less any expenses associated with the collection 
and processing of such payments by the Ten- 
nessee motor vehicle commission, which shall 
be retained by the Tennessee motor vehicle 
commission to pay for the receipt and adminis- 
tration of this fee, including payment of any 
administrative cost back to the regulatory 
boards division, shall be transferred to the 
general fund for the implementation and ad- 
ministration of the reporting systems required 
to comply with this section. 

“(2) This subsection (i) shall expire as of June 
30, 2017, and be of no force or effect after June 
30, 2017.” 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
LL: 


55-3-204. Motor vehicle dealer’s license not required for person to sell 
motor vehicles to automotive dismantlers and recyclers or 
scrap metal dealers or processors. 


A motor vehicle dealer’s license shall not be required for a person to sell 
motor vehicles to licensed automotive dismantlers and recyclers, as defined in 
§ 55-17-102, or to registered scrap metal dealers or scrap metal processors, if: 

(1) The motor vehicle has been designated by the seller as a nonrepairable 
vehicle, whether or not such vehicle has been issued a nonrepairable vehicle 


certificate; and 


(2) The motor vehicle is being sold solely for recycling, dismantling, or 


scrap. 
History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 904, § 1; T.C.A. § 55-3-203. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 


203 to § 55-3-204 as part of the reorganization 
of the part by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion in 2017. See the parallel reference table in 
§ 55-3-201 for the full disposition of sections. 
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55-3-205. Rebuilt motor vehicles — Applications for certificate of title 
and registration. 


(a) The department is authorized to accept applications for rebuilt certifi- 
cates of title that are supported by a salvage title and other evidence of 
reconstruction as is required, without the applicant first submitting this 
evidence through one (1) of the county clerks. In these instances, there shall be 
an additional five-dollar issuance fee charged for processing. 

(b) Persons applying for both a certificate of title and registration must do so 
through the appropriate county clerk. 


History. 

Acts 1987, ch. 443, § 5; T.C.A., § 55-3-134; 
Acts 1996, ch. 552, § 7; 2007, ch. 484, § 30; 
T.C.A. § 55-3-207. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 
207 to § 55-3-205 as part of the reorganization 
of the part by authority of the Code Commis- 


Acts 1996, ch. 552, which amended this sec- 
tion, may be cited as the “Motor Vehicle Anti- 
Theft, Title Reform and Consumer Protection 
Act of 1996.” 


Cross-References. 

Rebuilt or reconstructed motor vehicles, cer- 
tificates of title, permits, inspections, §§ 55-3- 
120, 55-3-202, 55-3-206, 55-3-207. 


sion in 2017. See the parallel reference table in 
§ 55-3-201 for the full disposition of sections. 


55-3-206. Rebuilt motor vehicles — Inspections — Certification. 


(a) Prior to the issuance of a rebuilt certificate of title for a vehicle on which 
a salvage title has been issued, a representative of the department shall 
inspect the vehicle at a place and time to be designated by the commissioner. 
The person inspecting the vehicle shall certify the identity of the vehicle. The 
inspection shall include bills of sale, identification of source of parts used, and 
an affidavit by the applicant that the vehicle has been repaired in accordance 
with manufacturer’s requirements and department rules. The commissioner, 
for good cause shown, may waive the inspection requirement for any given 
vehicle or particular class of vehicle. The commissioner, if the commissioner 
determines that a vehicle inspection is unsatisfactory or that the requirements 
of this section have not been met, shall refuse to issue a certificate of title of 
any kind on such motor vehicle. 

(b) The commissioner, or representative of the department, shall have all 
powers and authority granted under § 55-5-108(a) to inspect at any time 
during regular business hours any vehicle for which a permit to dismantle has 
been issued under this section and §§ 55-3-120(c), 55-3-202(b), 55-3-205 and 
55-3-207 in order to determine the source of the vehicle and parts. 

(c)(1) In addition to the fee required by § 55-3-205, the commissioner shall 

charge a reasonable fee not to exceed seventy-five dollars ($75.00) for each 

conversion of a vehicle salvage document to a rebuilt title in an amount 
calculated to cover the cost of adequate staffing and other operation costs of 

a program to enforce the motor vehicle title and salvage laws and anti-theft 

inspection of rebuilt vehicles. 

(2) There shall be a unit established called the anti-theft unit whose 

primary function shall be as outlined in subdivision (c)(1). 

(3) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, all moneys collected pursu- 
ant to this subsection (c) shall be deposited in the state general fund and 
credited to a separate account for the cost of operating this program. 
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(4) Disbursements from this account shall be made solely for the purpose 
of defraying expenses incurred in the implementation and enforcement of 


the program. 


(5) None of these expenses shall be paid from any other state funds. 
(6) Funds remaining in the account at the end of any fiscal year shall not 
revert to the general fund but shall remain available for expenditure in 


accordance with law. 


History. 

Acts 1987, ch. 443, § 6; T.C.A., § 55-3-135; 
Acts 1991, ch. 361, §§ 1, 2; 1996, ch. 552, § 5; 
1996, ch. 839, § 3; 2005, ch. 180, § 1; 2007, ch. 
484, § 31; T.C.A. § 55-3-208. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 
208 to § 55-3-206 as part of the reorganization 
of the part by authority of the Code Commis- 


sion in 2017. See the parallel reference table in 
§ 55-3-201 for the full disposition of sections. 

Acts 1996, ch. 552, which amended this sec- 
tion, may be cited as the “Motor Vehicle Anti- 
Theft, Title Reform and Consumer Protection 
Act of 1996.” 


Cross-References. 
Rebuilt motor vehicles, vehicles recon- 
structed out of state, § 55-3-207. 


55-3-207. Rebuilt motor vehicles — Vehicles reconstructed out of state. 


Sections 55-3-120(c), 55-3-201, 55-3-202(b), 55-3-205, 55-3-206, and 55-3- 
209, apply equally to vehicles reconstructed out of state and sought to be titled 


in this state. 


History. 
Acts 1987, ch. 443, § 6; T.C.A., § 55-3-136; 
Acts 1996, ch. 552, § 11; T.C.A. § 55-3-209. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 
209 to § 55-3-207 as part of the reorganization 
of the part by authority of the Code Commis- 


sion in 2017. See the parallel reference table in 
§ 55-3-201 for the full disposition of sections. 

Acts 1996, ch. 552, which amended this sec- 
tion, may be cited as the “Motor Vehicle Anti- 
Theft, Title Reform and Consumer Protection 
Act of 1996.” 


55-3-208. Water damaged motor vehicles — Certificate of title. 


There shall be a brand affixed to a certificate of title issued by the 
department for a motor vehicle which has sustained substantial water dam- 


age. 
History. 
Acts 1989, ch. 377, § 2; T.C.A. § 55-3-210. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 


210 to § 55-3-208 as part of the reorganization 
of the part by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion in 2017. See the parallel reference table in 
§ 55-3-201 for the full disposition of sections. 


55-3-209. Disclosure of motor vehicle’s previous titling as “salvage” — 
Written notice to buyer. 


(a) For any passenger motor vehicle, the ownership of which is transferred 
on or after October 1, 1996, the department shall disclose in writing on the 
certificate of title whenever records readily accessible to the state indicate that 
the passenger motor vehicle was previously issued a title that bore any word 
or symbol signifying that the vehicle was “salvage,” “unrebuildable,” “parts 
only,” “scrap,” “junk,” “nonrepairable,” “reconstructed,” “rebuilt,” or any other 
symbol or word of like kind, or that it has been damaged by flood. 
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(b)(1) The department shall indicate on the face of the title or certificate for 
a passenger motor vehicle, as applicable, if the passenger motor vehicle is a 
salvage vehicle, a nonrepairable vehicle, a rebuilt vehicle, or a flood vehicle. 

(2) Information concerning a passenger motor vehicle’s status as a sal- 
vage, nonrepairable, rebuilt, or flood vehicle shall also be conveyed on any 
subsequent title, including a duplicate or replacement title, for the passen- 
ger motor vehicle issued by the original titling state or any other state. 

(3) The title documents, the rebuilt anti-theft inspection certificate, the 
decal stating “Rebuilt Vehicle — Anti-theft Inspections Passed,” and the 
issuing system shall meet security standards minimizing the opportunities 
for fraud. 

(4) The certificate of title shall include the passenger motor vehicle make, 
model, body type, year, odometer disclosure, and vehicle identification 
number. 

(5) A passenger motor vehicle designated as nonrepairable shall be issued 
a nonrepairable vehicle certificate and shall not be retitled. 

(6)(A) A passenger motor vehicle owner submitting a vehicle for an 
anti-theft inspection shall be required to provide a completed document 
identifying the vehicle’s damage prior to being repaired, a list of replace- 
ment parts used to repair the vehicle, and proof of ownership of the 
replacement parts, as may be evidenced by bills of sale, invoices or, if these 
documents are not available, other proof of ownership for the replacement 
parts. The owner shall submit in writing under penalty of perjury that the 
information in the declaration is complete and accurate, and, to the best of 
the owner’s knowledge, no stolen parts were used during the construction 
or reconstruction of the motor vehicle. 

(B) Any passenger motor vehicle or any major part or major replace- 
ment part required to be marked under 49 U.S.C. § 33102 of the Motor 
Vehicle Information and Cost Savings Act having a mark or vehicle 
identification number that has been illegally altered, defaced, or falsified, 
and that cannot be identified as having been legally obtained through bills 
of sale, invoices, or other ownership documentation, shall be contraband 
and subject to seizure. 

(7) No duplicate or replacement title shall be issued unless the word 
“duplicate” is clearly marked on its face. 

(8)(A) If an insurance company is not involved in a damage settlement 
involving a salvage vehicle or a nonrepairable vehicle, the passenger 
motor vehicle owner must apply for a salvage title or nonrepairable vehicle 
certificate, whichever is applicable, before the passenger motor vehicle is 
repaired or the ownership of the passenger motor vehicle is transferred, 
but in any event within thirty (30) days after the passenger motor vehicle 
is damaged. 

(B)G) If an insurance company, pursuant to a damage settlement, 

acquires ownership of a passenger motor vehicle that has incurred 

damage requiring the vehicle to be titled as a salvage vehicle, nonre- 
pairable vehicle, or flood vehicle, the insurance company either must 
notify the department electronically or on documents prescribed by the 
department for purposes of evidencing the insurance company in the 
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ownership chain of title or, alternatively, must apply for a salvage title 

or nonrepairable vehicle certificate within fifteen (15) days after the title 

is properly assigned by the owner to the insurance company, and 
delivered to the insurance company with all liens released. 

(ii) Notwithstanding this or any other law to the contrary, if an 
insurance company acquires ownership of a passenger motor vehicle 
under the circumstances described in this subdivision (b)(8) and then 
sells the vehicle, then these transactions shall be exempt from sales and 
use tax liability to the same extent the transactions were exempt from 
such liability prior to October 1, 1996. If the vehicle does not meet or 
exceed the definition of a “salvage vehicle,” “nonrepairable vehicle” or 
“flood vehicle,” the insurance company is authorized to endorse change 
in ownership on the certificate of title as follows: 

(a) With regard to a motor vehicle that is sold “as is” without 
repairs, change in ownership may be endorsed on the certificate of 
title without: 

(1) Obtaining a new certificate of title; or 
(2) Registering with the department for sales and use tax pur- 
poses; and 

(b) With regard to a motor vehicle which is sold after repair, the 
insurance company must first obtain a certificate of title in its name, 
unless the transfer is to a licensed dealer or to the insured, in which 
cases the procedure set forth in subdivision (1) shall apply. 

(C) If an insurance company does not assume ownership of its insured’s 
passenger motor vehicle that has incurred damage requiring the vehicle to 
be titled as a salvage vehicle or nonrepairable vehicle, the insurance 
company shall: 

(i) Notify the insured of the insured’s obligation to apply for a salvage 
title or nonrepairable vehicle certificate for the passenger motor vehicle 
and notify the department that a salvage title or nonrepairable vehicle 
certificate should be issued for the vehicle; or 

(ii) Withhold payment of the claim until the insured applies for a 
salvage title or nonrepairable vehicle certificate. 

(D) If a leased passenger motor vehicle incurs damage requiring the 
vehicle to be titled as a salvage vehicle or nonrepairable vehicle, the lessor 
must apply for a salvage title or nonrepairable vehicle certificate within 
twenty-one (21) days after being notified by the lessee that the vehicle has 
been so damaged. The lessee of the vehicle shall inform the lessor that the 
leased vehicle has been so damaged within thirty (30) days after the 
occurrence of the damage. 

(EK) Any person acquiring ownership of a damaged passenger motor 
vehicle that meets the definition of a salvage or nonrepairable vehicle for 
which a salvage title or nonrepairable vehicle certificate has not been 
issued must apply for a salvage title or nonrepairable vehicle certificate, 
whichever is applicable. This application must be made before the vehicle 
is further transferred, but in any event, within thirty (30) days after 
ownership is acquired. This subdivision (b)(8)(E) shall not apply to a scrap 
metal processor that acquires a nonrepairable vehicle for the sole purpose 
of processing it into prepared grades of metallic scrap. 
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(F) No nonrepairable vehicle certificate shall be issued after two (2) 
transfers of ownership. 

(G)G) When a passenger motor vehicle has been flattened, baled, or 

shredded, whichever comes first, the title or nonrepairable vehicle 

certificate for the vehicle shall be surrendered to the state within thirty 

(30) days. 

(ii) If the second transferee on a nonrepairable vehicle certificate is 
unequipped to flatten, bale or shred the vehicle, this second transferee 
must, at the time of final disposal of the vehicle, use the services of a 
professional automotive recycler properly licensed by the state or a 
scrap metal processor who is hereby authorized to flatten, bale or shred 
the vehicle and to effect the surrender of the nonrepairable vehicle 
certificate to the state on behalf of the second transferee. 

(iii) Records shall be updated to indicate the destruction of this 
vehicle and no further ownership transactions for the vehicle will be 
permitted. 

(iv) If Tennessee is not the state of origin of the title or nonrepairable 
vehicle certificate, then the department shall notify the state of origin of 
the surrender of the title or nonrepairable vehicle certificate and of the 
destruction of this vehicle. 

(H) When a salvage title is issued, the department’s records shall so 
note. There shall be no retitling for registration purposes or issuance of a 
rebuilt title for a passenger motor vehicle with a salvage title without a 
certificate of inspection, indicating that the vehicle has passed the 
required state anti-theft inspections. This item does not preclude the 
issuance of a new salvage title for a salvage vehicle after a transfer of 
ownership. 

(1) After a passenger motor vehicle titled with a salvaged title has 
passed the required anti-theft inspections, the inspection official will affix 
a secure decal stating “Rebuilt Vehicle — Anti-theft Inspections Passed” to 
the driver’s door jamb of the vehicle and issue to the owner of the vehicle 
a certificate indicating that the passenger motor vehicle has passed the 
required anti-theft inspections. The decal must comply with the perma- 
nency requirements established by the department. 

(J) The owner of a passenger motor vehicle titled with a salvage title 
may obtain a rebuilt title and vehicle registration by presenting to the 
department the salvage title, properly assigned, if applicable, together 
with the certificate that the vehicle has passed the anti-theft inspections. 
With this proper documentation and upon request, a rebuilt title and 
registration shall be issued to the owner. When a rebuilt title is issued, the 
department’s records shall so note. 

(9) Aseller of a passenger motor vehicle that becomes a flood vehicle shall, 
at or prior to the time of transfer of ownership, give the buyer a written 
notice that the vehicle is a flood vehicle. At the time of the next title 
application for the vehicle, disclosure of the flood status shall be provided to 
the state with the properly assigned title and the word “Flood” shall be 
conspicuously labeled across the front of the new title. | 

(10) In the case of a leased passenger motor vehicle, the lessee, within 
fifteen (15) days of the occurrence of the event that caused the vehicle to 
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become a flood vehicle, shall give the lessor written disclosure that the 
vehicle is a flood vehicle. 

(c) The department is directed to develop electronic procedures in lieu of 
paper documents whenever these electronic procedures provide the same 
information, function, and security otherwise required by this section. 

(d)(1) If an insurance company or a salvage pool operator or an automotive 
dismantler and recycler authorized by the insurance company is unable to 
obtain the properly endorsed certificate of ownership or other evidence of 
ownership acceptable to the department within thirty (30) calendar days 
following the acceptance by the owner of an offer of an amount in settlement 
of a total loss, the insurance company or salvage pool operator or an 
automotive dismantler and recycler, on a form provided by the department 
and signed under penalty of perjury, may request the department to issue a 
salvage certificate for the vehicle. The request must include written confir- 
mation by the requester that the insurance company has paid the claim and 
that the requester has made at least two (2) written attempts via commercial 
delivery service with evidence of delivery to the last known address of the 
owner to obtain the certificate of ownership or other acceptable evidence of 


title and must include the fee as set by the department. 

(2) The department, upon receipt of the certificate of ownership, other 
evidence of title, or properly executed request described in subdivision (d)(1) 
and the fee, shall issue a lien-free salvage certificate for the vehicle. 

(e) A violation of this section is a Class A misdemeanor. 


History. 

Acts 1996, ch. 552, §§ 4, 6; 1996, ch. 839, § 3; 
2006, ch. 517, §§ 4, 5; 2007, ch. 484, § 33; 
T.C.A. § 55-3-212; Acts 2020, ch. 675, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 
212 to § 55-3-209 as part of the reorganization 
of the part by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion in 2017. See the parallel reference table in 
§ 55-3-201 for the full disposition of sections. 

Acts 1996, ch. 552, which enacted this section 
and § 55-3-201 and amended other sections in 
this title, may be cited as the “Motor Vehicle 
Anti-Theft, Title Reform and Consumer Protec- 
tion Act of 1996.” 

Acts 1996, ch. 839, § 4 provided: “It is the 
legislative intent of the General Assembly that 
Chapter 552 of the Public Acts of 1996 shall be 


55-3-210. Notice of motor vehicle 
methamphetamine. 


applied prospectively and that the provisions of 
such chapter shall not be construed to create 
any new causes of action for acts that were in 
compliance with the prior provisions of law.” 
The act contained no effective date for § 4, and 
that section is deemed to have taken effect May 
10, 1996. 


Amendments. 
The 2020 amendment added (d) and redesig- 
nated following subsections accordingly. 


Effective Dates. 

Acts 2020, ch. 675, § 3. October 1, 2020; 
provided that for purposes of promulgating 
rules, the act took effect June 15, 2020. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
TT. 


impoundment for manufacture of 


(a) Any law enforcement agency that impounds a motor vehicle due to the 
manufacture of methamphetamine on or within the motor vehicle, determined 
to be contaminated pursuant to the standards developed pursuant to title 68, 
chapter 212, part 5, shall submit a notice of motor vehicle impoundment for 
manufacture of methamphetamine to the department of revenue within thirty 


(30) days of such impoundment. 
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(b) A notice in a form substantially as follows is sufficient to comply with 


subsection (a): 


Notice of Motor Vehicle Impoundment for Manufacture of 
Methamphetamine 


Notice is hereby given that a motor vehicle has been impounded due to a 
charge of manufacture of methamphetamine on or within the vehicle. Such 
motor vehicle was seized at the location described below on 


This motor vehicle has been impounded by 
(name of law enforcement agency) 


Tennessee Code Annotated, § 


Address of Motor Vehicle Seizure: 


(date) 


pursuant to 


Name of Motor Vehicle Owner or Owners: 


Registered Address: 


Apartment or Unit Number (if applicable): 


VIN: 


Year, Make, Model and Color: 


Name of Person and Agency Giving Notice: 


Signature of Person Giving Notice: 


Title/Position: 


Date: 


History. 
Acts 2011, ch. 397, § 3; T.C.A. § 55-3-213. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

This section was renumbered from § 55-3- 
213 to § 55-3-210 as part of the reorganization 
of the part by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion in 2017. See the parallel reference table in 
§ 55-3-201 for the full disposition of sections. 

Acts 2011, ch. 397, § 4 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue is authorized to pro- 
mulgate rules to effectuate the purposes of the 
act, including, but not limited to, rules to pro- 


vide a motor vehicle owner an opportunity for a 
hearing on the issue of whether the certificate 
of title for such vehicle should be labeled, or 
should continue to be labeled, as a metham- 
phetamine vehicle. All such rules shall be pro- 
mulgated in accordance with the Uniform Ad- 
ministrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, 
chapter 5. 

Acts 2011, ch. 397, § 5 provided that the act, 
which enacted this section, shall apply to all 
applicable offenses committed on or after July 
1, 2011. 


Section 


55-4-101. 


55-4-102. 
55-4-103. 


55-4-104. 


55-4-105. 


55-4-106. 
55-4-107. 
55-4-108. 


55-4-109. 
55-4-110. 
55-4-111. 
55-4-112. 


55-4-113. 
55-4-114. 
55-4-115. 


55-4-116. 
55-4-117. 


55-4-118. 
55-4-119. 
55-4-120. 


55-4-121. 
55-4-122. 
55-4-123. 
55-4-124. 
55-4-125. 


55-4-126. 
55-4-127. 
55-4-128. 
55-4-129. 
55-4-130. 


55-4-131. 
55-4-132. 
55-4-133. 
55-4-134. 
55-4-135. 
55-4-136. 
55-4-137. 
55-4-138. 
55-4-139. 
55-4-140. 
55-4-141. 
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CHAPTER 4 


REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF MOTOR 
VEHICLES 


Part 1. General Provisions 


Registration required before operation — Application — Issuance of registration and 
license plates — Rules and regulations — Temporary permit — Transfer of registra- 
tion when changing vehicles — Fees — Safety rules for homemade trailers. 

Forms for certificates of registration furnished by department — Contents. 

Registration plates furnished by department — Form and contents — Size — Replace- 
ment plates — Reissue of plates — County name strip — Recycling of plates. 

Expiration of certificates and plates — Renewal — Decals — Fees — Renewal of special 
plates. 

Renewal certificates and registration plates — Application — Mail order service — 
Issuance — Replacement of lost registrations — Locations for obtaining renewal. 

Registration indexes — Manner of keeping. 

Lost, mutilated or illegible certificates — Replacement — Fee. 

Registration certificate to be carried in vehicle or on driver’s person — Display — 
Exception. 

Number of plates — Issuance. 

Display of registration plates — Manner — Penalty for violation. 

Registration fees — Classification of vehicles — Registration taxes. 

Registration fees for private and commercial motor vehicles operating for hire and 
transporting passengers — Fees deemed additional to certain registration fees. 

Registration taxes for freight motor vehicles. 

Maximum gross weight and ownership displayed on certain vehicles. 

“Temporary operation permits,” “trip permit” and “temporary trailer permit” defined — 
Issuance — Fees. 

Additional registration fee for electric vehicles. 

Registration fees for dealers, manufacturers and transporters — Dealer plates for use 
on trucks — Lost plates. 

Transfer of registered vehicle by owner — Death of owner. 

Transfer by operation of law. 

Limited exemption of nonresident owners from registration — Registration required 
when transporting for hire. 

Reciprocal agreements concerning nonresidents. 

Interstate carriers — Registration costs — Regulations — Special handling fee. 

Rental trucks and truck tractors — Registration — Special handling fee. 

Registration of vehicles hauling certain materials. 

Implementation of passenger motor vehicle registration or wheel tax incentive for 
participation in college savings plans. 

Permit fees designated for highway maintenance — Effect of loss of federal funds. 

Exemptions for volunteer first aid or rescue squad vehicles. 

Emissions test grace period — Waiver. 

Unlawful removal of registration decal or plate. 

Applicability — Passage — Purchasing — Inspection and maintenance programs — 
Contracts — Remote sensing devices. 

Notice of change of address. 

Funding for computerized titling and registration system. 

Used oil and other automotive fluids collection and recycling — Definitions. 

Replica license plates. 

Registration of vehicles by owners performing full-time service in the military. 

Registration of medium speed vehicles. 

Exemption from registration fee for certain veteran or active-duty service members. 

Evidence of vehicle registration in electronic format — Acceptable electronic formats. 

Designation of owner or lessee of motor vehicle as deaf or hard of hearing. 

Exemption for member of volunteer fire department or volunteer local rescue squad. 

Authority of department of revenue to issue, suspend, or revoke a registration, permit, 
plate, or certificate of certain motor carriers. 
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Section 


55-4-201. 
55-4-202. 


55-4-203. 
55-4-204. 
55-4-205. 
55-4-206. 


55-4-207. 
55-4-208. 
55-4-209. 
55-4-210. 
55-4-211. 
55-4-212. 
55-4-213. 
55-4-214. 
55-4-215. 
55-4-216. 
55-4-217. 
55-4-218. 
55-4-219. 
55-4-220. 
55-4-221. 
55-4-222. 
55-4-223. 
55-4-224. 
55-4-225. 
55-4-226. 
55-4-227. 
55-4-228. 
55-4-229. 
55-4-230. 
55-4-231. 
55-4-232. 
55-4-233. 
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Part 2. Special License Plates 


Part definitions. 

Issuance — Applicability of part — Requirements — Plates deemed obsolete due to 
inactivity. 

Issuance — Category — Supplemental registration — Eligibility. 

Fees. 

Seven characters maximum. 

Rules and regulations — Compliance with state license laws — Location for making 
application for plates — Waiver of county name requirement. 

Expiration and renewal. 

Reimbursement of cost. 

Disabled drivers. 

Authorization; issuance. 

Computerization of applications and records. 

Miscellaneous provisions. 

Promotional campaign. 

Personalized plates — Fees. 

Allocation of revenue from personalized plates. 

Allocation of revenue from cultural plates. 

Allocation of revenue from cultural earmarked plates. 

Allocation of revenue from special purpose and memorial plates. 

Governmental service. 

General assembly members. 

Judiciary members. 

Sheriffs. 

Emergency personnel. 

Firefighters. 

Amateur radio station licensees. 

Dealers. 

OEM headquarters company. 

Special purpose nonprofit organization plate. 

Legislator Emeritus. 

Tennessee Police Benevolent Association. 

Retired Female Firefighter. 

[Obsolete.] 

Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. 


55-4-234 — 55-4-239. [Reserved.] 


55-4-240. 
55-4-241. 
55-4-242. 
55-4-243. 
55-4-244. 
55-4-245. 
55-4-246. 


55-4-247 


55-4-250. 
55-4-251. 


55-4-252. 


55-4-253. 
55-4-254. 
55-4-255. 
55-4-256. 
55-4-257. 
55-4-258. 
55-4-259. 


55-4-260. 
55-4-261. 
55-4-262. 
55-4-263. 


Supporters of the arts. 

Collegiate plates. 

Penn State University alumnus. 
University of Florida alumnus. 
University of Arkansas alumnus. 
University of Mississippi alumnus. 
[Obsolete.] 


— 55-4-249. [Reserved.] 


Memorial registration plates. 

Annual verification process for memorial registration plates and military registration 
plates. 

United States military — Active, retired and honorably discharged members — Military 
reserves. 

Honorably discharged veterans. 

United States reserve forces. 

National guard members. 

Disabled veterans. 

Holders of the Purple Heart. 

Congressional Medal of Honor recipients. 

Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, Air Force Cross, Silver Star, Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Bronze Star (Valor), and Air Medal (Valor) recipients. 

Bronze Star (Meritorious) and Air Medal (Meritorious) recipients. 

Former prisoners of war. 

Pearl Harbor survivors. 

Enemy evadees. 


Section 


55-4-264. 
55-4-265. 
55-4-266. 
55-4-267. 
55-4-268. 
55-4-269. 
55-4-270. 
55-4-271. 


55-4-272. 
55-4-273. 
55-4-274. 
55-4-275. 
55-4-276. 
55-4-277. 


55-4-278 


55-4-290. 
55-4-291. 
55-4-292. 
55-4-293. 
55-4-294. 
55-4-295. 
55-4-296. 
55-4-297. 
55-4-298. 
55-4-299. 


55-4-301. 
55-4-302. 
55-4-303. 
55-4-304. 
55-4-305. 
55-4-306. 
55-4-307. 
55-4-308. 
55-4-309. 
55-4-310. 
55-4-311. 
55-4-312. 
55-4-313. 
55-4-314. 
55-4-315. 
55-4-316. 
55-4-317. 
55-4-318. 
55-4-319. 
55-4-320. 
55-4-321. 
55-4-322. 
55-4-323. 
55-4-324, 
55-4-325. 
55-4-326. 
55-4-327. 
55-4-328. 
55-4-329. 
55-4-330. 
55-4-331. 
55-4-332. 
55-4-333. 
55-4-334. 
55-4-335. 
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Gold star family. 

Blue Star family. 

Surviving spouse decal — Fees. 

Tennessee woman veteran. 

Submarine veteran. 

Tennessee state guard. 

United States coast guard auxiliary. 

Motorcycle registration plate for owner or lessee eligible for national guard plate, state 
guard plate, memorial plate, or military plate. 


Paratrooper. 


Members of 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne). 


Rakkasans. 
Legion of Merit. 


Women Veterans of Color. 
Disabled Veteran (service-connected). 
— 55-4-289. [Reserved.] 
Allocation of revenue from specialty earmarked plates. 
“Children First!” 
“Helping schools” volunteers. 
Supporter of Saint Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 
African-American fraternity or sorority members. 


Environmental. 


Friends of Great Smoky Mountains. 
Nongame and endangered wildlife species. 


Agriculture. 


Ducks Unlimited. 


Part 3. Special License Plates — Continued 


Allocation of revenue from new specialty earmarked plates. 
National Rifle Association. 

Trout Unlimited. 

Smallmouth bass. 


Sportsman. 


National Wild Turkey Federation. 
Fish and wildlife species. 

Eagle Foundation. 

Tennessee Wildlife Federation. 


Tennessee wildlife federation nongame and education programs. 


Appalachian Trail. 


Share the road. 


Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms. 
Protecting Rivers and Clean Waters. 


Radnor Lake. 


Tennessee Walking Horse. 
Animal friendly. 


Save the Bees. 
(Obsolete. ] 
[Obsolete.] 


Civil War Preservation. 

Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

Friends of Sycamore Shoals Historic Area, Inc. 
Support Our Troops. 

Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association. 

Fraternal Order of Police members. 
International Association of Firefighters. 


[Obsolete.] 


Masons. 


Historic Franklin. 


[Obsolete.] 
[Obsolete.] 
[Obsolete.] 


Tennessee Titans. 
Nashville Predators. 
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Section 


55-4-336. 
55-4-337. 
55-4-338. 
55-4-339. 
55-4-340. 
55-4-341. 


55-4-341. 


55-4-342. 
55-4-343. 
55-4-344, 
55-4-345. 
55-4-346. 
55-4-347. 
55-4-348. 
55-4-349. 
55-4-350. 
55-4-351. 
55-4-352. 
- §5-4-353. 
55-4-354. 
55-4-355. 
55-4-356. 
55-4-357. 
55-4-358. 
55-4-359. 
55-4-360. 
55-4-361. 
55-4-362. 
55-4-363. 
55-4-364. 
55-4-365. 
55-4-366. 
55-4-367. 
55-4-368. 
55-4-369. 
55-4-370. 
55-4-371. 
55-4-372. 
59-4-373. 
55-4-374. 
55-4-375. 
55-4-376. 
59-4-377. 
55-4-378. 
55-4-379. 
55-4-380. 
55-4-38 1. 


55-4-381. 


55-4-382. 
55-4-383. 
55-4-384. 
55-4-385. 
55-4-386. 
55-4-387. 


55-4-401. 
55-4-402. 
55-4-403. 
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Memphis Grizzlies. 

[Transferred.] 

University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers’ NCAA National Championships. 

University of Tennessee National Championship. 

Alumni Program of University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 

University of Tennessee Health Science Center. [Effective until November 1, 2020. See 
version effective November 1, 2020.] 

University of Tennessee Health Science Center. [Effective November 1, 2020. See 
version effective until November 1, 2020.] 

Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt. 

East Tennessee Children’s Hospital. 

(Obsolete. ] 

Niswonger Children’s Hospital. 

Regional Medical Center at Memphis (The MED). 

Le Bonheur Children’s Medical Center. 

Nurses. 

“Driving To A Cure” (Pink Ribbon). 

Choose Life. 

Youth villages. 

Dollywood Foundation. 

[Obsolete.] 

Autism Awareness. 

Pat Summitt Foundation. 

[Obsolete.] 

[Obsolete.] 

[Obsolete.] 

[Obsolete.] 

I RECYCLE. 

Linemen Power Tennessee. 

[Obsolete.] 

[Obsolete.] 

Memphis Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum. 

Tennessee Association of Realtors. 

Jackson State University. 

University of Miami. 

University of Texas. 

West Virginia University. 

Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare. 

Down syndrome awareness. 

ALS Awareness. 

Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

African American Breast Cancer Awareness. 

Childhood Cancer Awareness. 

Loyal Order of Moose. 

Isaiah 117 House. 

Habitat for Humanity. 

Tennessee Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). 

The Center for Living and Learning, Inc. [Effective until November 1, 2020. See version 
effective November 1, 2020.] 

The Center for Living and Learning, Inc. [Effective November 1, 2020. See version 
effective until November 1, 2020.] 

Greene County School System. 

Service Dogs Changing Lives. 

Enjoy the Ride. 

101st Airborne Screaming Eagle. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters. 

Women’s Suffrage Centennial. 


Part 4. Mobile Homes 


Permit to move mobile home in state. 
“Mobile home” defined. 
Time restrictions of transport — Enforcement by electronic surveillance. 
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Section 
55-4-404. Issuing of permits in owner’s name — Display of permits — Validity of permits. 


55-4-405. 
55-4-406. 
55-4-407. 
55-4-408. 
55-4-409. 
55-4-410. 
55-4-411. 
55-4-412. 
55-4-413. 


55-4-501. 
55-4-502. 
55-4-503. 
55-4-504. 
55-4-505. 


55-4-506. 
55-4-507. 


55-4-601. 


55-4-602. 
55-4-603. 


55-4-701. 
55-4-702. 


Length standards — Single trip or annual permit — Fees. 

Width standards — Types of permit — Fee schedule. 

Permit for exceptionally tall mobile homes — Fee — Routing instructions. 
Compliance with § 55-7-205. 

Category of size for which permits required. 

Rules and regulations — Affirmative duty of transporter to ensure safety. 
Administration by department of transportation — Required posting of placard. 
Penalty for violating part. 

Liability for damages to highways, bridges and other road structures. 


Part 5. Commercial Motor Vehicle Fleets 


“Fleet” defined. 

Annual fleet registration. 

Registering officer — Distribution of taxes and fees to county. 

Permanent registration card and validating sticker. 

Adjusting tax valuation and classification fees to establish a uniform month of 
expiration. 

Additional vehicles. 

Renewal — Deletion of vehicle — Testing and inspection. 


Part 6. Voluntary Contributions to Organ Donor Programs 


Voluntary contributions by motor vehicle registrants to support organ donation pro- 
grams. 

Participation by county clerks. 

Contributions not subject to commissions. 


Part 7. Off-highway Vehicles 


Off-highway vehicle license plate. 
Off-highway vehicle temporary permit. 


PART 1 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 


55-4-101. Registration required before operation — Application — 


Issuance of registration and license plates — Rules and 
regulations — Temporary permit — Transfer of registra- 
tion when changing vehicles — Fees — Safety rules for 
homemade trailers. 


(a)(1) As a condition precedent to the operation of any motor vehicle upon 
the streets or highways of this state, the motor vehicle shall be registered as 
provided in this chapter. 


(2) 


The registration and the fees provided for registration shall constitute 


a privilege tax upon the operation of motor vehicles. 


(b)(1) The commissioner shall be, and is constituted, the registrar of motor 
vehicles and, except as otherwise provided in chapters 1-6 of this title, every 
owner of a vehicle intended to be operated in this state and required by this 
chapter to be registered shall, before same is operated, apply to the 
department for the registration of, and the registration plates for, the 
vehicle. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (b)(1), any regularly licensed passenger 
motor vehicle that is not operated for hire and is owned by a nonresident who 
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establishes residency in this state may be operated in this state for a period 

not to exceed thirty (30) days from the date that residency is established. 

(c) Application for registration shall be made, in the manner prescribed by 

the commissioner on forms provided or approved by the department, to the 
county clerk of the county of the owner’s residence or of a county wherein the 
vehicle is based or is to be operated, except that a nonresident may apply 
directly to the department for registration. Any applicant for registration 
under any allowance or requirement for the apportionment of the fee shall 
apply to the department. 

(d)(1)(A) Upon finding the title to the vehicle or application for the title in 
order and all fees required under chapters 1-6 of this title duly tendered, 
the county clerk shall forward the application for registration and the 
proper fee to the department in the manner provided by law, and the 
department upon registering the vehicle shall issue or cause to be issued 
a registration certificate and license plate or plates to the owner; provided, 
that any person operating a vehicle under the terms of a bona fide lease 
agreement of not less than ninety (90) days’ tenure may, with the written 
consent of the owner and other reasonable evidence of right to possession 
of the vehicle as the commissioner may require, apply to the department 
for, and be issued, registration and plate or plates thereunder. 

(B) The lessee-registrant shall be deemed to be the lawful holder of the 
registration with all rights in and to it as may be provided under this 
chapter for owner-registrants, except that each application requiring the 
owner’s consent to register shall be accompanied by a fee of two dollars 
($2.00) in addition to other fees required by law. 

(C) Any requirements in this title to the contrary notwithstanding, the 
commissioner is authorized to approve registrations and issue the certifi- 
cates and plates thereunder, and the several county clerks are designated 
deputies to perform duties in connection with approving registrations and 
issuing certificates and plates as the commissioner may prescribe; pro- 
vided, that the commissioner’s authority to remove plates to a point of 
central distribution to the applicants for registration is limited to those 
issued for freight motor vehicles, other than farm trucks, in weight classes 
of eighteen thousand (18,000) or more pounds or for vehicles owned by 
nonresidents and other vehicles as may be registered under a proration 
program or like plan allowing the apportionment of fees; and provided 
further, that any clerk taking an application to be forwarded to the 
department shall likewise be entitled to the fee provided in § 55-6- 
101(a)(1). 

(D) The commissioner is empowered to make all rules and regulations 
respecting the manner in which applications shall be made and the 
manner in which any application and fee shall be forwarded to the 
department. 

(E) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the commissioner 
has the authority to establish a procedure to accept electronically any and 
all remittances, titling and registration transactions. 

(2) The commissioner shall not issue a registration for a vehicle based in 

a county that has been designated by the Tennessee air pollution control 
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board to have a motor vehicle inspection and maintenance program in order 

to attain or maintain compliance with national ambient air quality stan- 

dards, except in accordance with terms and conditions as are established in 
rules of the board. | 

(e) The department, in its discretion, may grant a temporary permit to 
operate a vehicle for which application for registration has been made, where 
the application is accompanied by the proper fee pending action upon the 
application by the department. 

(f) The registration shall be valid from the time of issuance until the date 
provided for the annual expiration of registration, except it shall likewise 
expire upon the prior transfer of any interest by operation of law or otherwise 
in or pertaining to the vehicles so registered; provided, that upon the 
registration becoming void by reason of the transfer of ownership, the 
owner-registrant may, upon application to the department through the county 
clerk by surrender of the certificate and payment of a fee of one dollar ($1.00) 
plus the clerk’s fee, register another vehicle for the unexpired portion under 
the same number and be issued a new certificate properly identifying the 
vehicle to which the license has been transferred. If the vehicle to be registered 
is of a weight or classification that requires the payment of a higher fee, the 
applicant must surrender both the certificate and the plate or plates to the 
clerk, and, upon payment of the amount being the difference between the fees 
required for the two (2) registrations as of that date, together with the 
one-dollar transfer fee and the clerk’s fee, be issued a new certificate of 
registration and appropriate plate or plates. Further, it shall be allowable for 
one holding a license as an individual to submit it, under this subsection (f), in 
application for reassignment to a vehicle which this licensee holds by the 
entireties with the licensee’s spouse. If a vehicle is permanently withdrawn 
from a proportionally registered fleet and a replacement vehicle is added to the 
fleet in the same calendar month, the replacement vehicle shall be considered 
fully registered as provided in this section if the vehicle is registered for a 
weight equal to or less than the vehicle permanently withdrawn or if the 
additional registration fee, one-dollar transfer fee, and clerk’s fee are paid 
when the replacement vehicle is registered for a weight greater than the 
vehicle withdrawn. If a vehicle is permanently withdrawn from a proportion- 
ally registered fleet and is not replaced by another vehicle in the same calendar 
month, credit shall be allowed as follows: 

(1) The credit shall be a sum equal to the amount paid with respect to 
such vehicle when it was first proportionally registered in the registration 
year, reduced by one-twelfth (*/,,) for each calendar month or fraction of the 
calendar month elapsing since the beginning of the registration year; 

(2) The credit may be applied against subsequent additions to the fleet or 
for other additional registration fees assessed; and 

(3) In no event shall credit be allowed for fees beyond such registration 
year, nor shall any such amount be subject to refund. 

(g) With the approval of the registrar, a license issued for a vehicle that has 
been destroyed or necessarily removed from service may be transferred to a 
replacement vehicle in the same manner and under the same conditions 
provided under this allowance for the reassignment of registration. 
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(h)(1) When the registrar has issued two (2) valid registrations for the same 
vehicle, title to which remains vested in the same person, the second 
registration being taken only for the purpose of qualifying it for operation 
under a lawful requirement for proration of the registration fee, a refund 
may be made of the unused portion of the fee paid for the first issued of the 
two (2) outstanding registrations, less ten dollars ($10.00). Surrender of both 
the first certificate of registration and the related license plate, and the 
submission of any other documentation as the registrar may require, is a 
prerequisite to the payment of the refund, that shall be proportionate to the 
number of full months remaining in the registration period when the second 
registration was taken. 

(2) When the registrar has issued a valid registration for a vehicle to a 

lessee-registrant for the purpose of qualifying it for operation under a lawful 
requirement for proration of the registration fee, and the bona fide lease 
agreement pertaining to the vehicle is terminated, the lessee-registrant may 
transfer the license issued to a replacement vehicle in the same manner and 
under the same conditions provided under this allowance for the reassign- 
ment of registration, or surrender both the certificate of registration and 
relative license plate and any other documentation as the registrar may 
require to secure a refund of the unused portion of the fee paid, which shall 
be proportionate to the number of full months remaining in the registration 
period for which registration was issued; provided, that the annual license 
fee for the surrendered license plate is one hundred fifty dollars ($150) or 
more. 
(i)(1) The registrant may surrender the certificate and plate or plates to the 
department through the county clerk in an application for a registration of 
some other class or classification for the same vehicle and be issued a new 
certificate for it, together with appropriate plate or plates, upon the payment 
of a fee of one dollar ($1.00) and the clerk’s fee, and if the new registration 
requires a higher fee, that amount being the difference in the fees required 
for the two (2) registrations as of the date of application. 

(2) Any person registering a motor vehicle under § 55-4-113, who during 
the registration year exchanges the original registration for a registration in 
a lesser class and subsequently desires to register the vehicle in the class of 
the original registration or some lesser class, may do so upon the payment of 
a fee of one dollar ($1.00) and the clerk’s fee. 

(3) In addition to this allowance for the reregistration of the vehicle by 
reason of some change in its use or design, it shall likewise be permissible for 
a vehicle to be reregistered, in the same class under the same license 
number, when the owner, an individual, makes an assignment to self and 
spouse for the purpose of establishing tenancy to the vehicle by the 
entireties. 

(4) Application under this subsection (i), an exception to the requirement 
for an original registration, shall be made in the manner described in 
subdivisions (i)(1)-(3) except the fee shall be two dollars and fifty cents 
($2.50) plus the clerk’s fee. 

(j) The reassignment of registrations as provided in this section shall be 
allowable among all classifications and, in computing a reassignment fee, the 
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value of the registration being surrendered shall be determined by establish- 
ing that amount which would be the fee required for its issuance as of the date 
of the application for reassignment. Any law to the contrary notwithstanding, 
no fee shall be charged for the transfer of registration of any motor vehicle to 
any person acquiring title to the motor vehicle as a result of the death of the 
spouse of this person if application for transfer is made within one (1) year 
from the date of the spouse’s death. 

(k) The owner of a motorized bicycle may, subject to the approval of the 
commissioner, apply for registration and registration plates for the motorized 
bicycle. The commissioner shall by regulation provide for the manner in which 
single applications are to be made and the conditions under which they may be 
allowed; however, this subsection (k) shall not be construed as granting the 
commissioner authority to issue registration and plates for motorized bicycles 
on any basis other than as is required in this chapter. Each applicant for 
registration under this provision shall be charged the same registration taxes 
imposed on Class (A) motor vehicles by § 55-4-111. 

(1)(1) Trailers, semitrailers and pole trailers domiciled in this state which 
are homemade or materially reconstructed, as defined herein, shall not be 
titled or registered, where required under this title, to operate over the roads 
and highways of this state, unless the department certifies that the trailer, 
semitrailer or pole trailer complies with § 65-15-111 and with any applicable 
safety rules and regulations promulgated by the department. 

(2) It is unlawful to operate trailers, semitrailers and pole trailers titled 
or registered in accordance with this chapter that are subsequently materi- 
ally reconstructed during the term of the title or registration for the trailer 
without certification from the department that the reconstructed trailer 
complies with § 65-15-111 and all applicable safety rules and regulations. 

(3) As used is this subsection (J): 

(A) “Homemade” means the construction or assembly of a trailer from 
new or used parts, using a body or frame not originating from any 
previously manufactured trailer, and not originally constructed under a 
distinctive name, make, model, or type by a generally recognized manu- 
facturer of vehicles; and 

(B) “Materially reconstructed” means substantial alteration or modifi- 
cation made to an original manufacturer’s specifications. Substantial 
alterations or modifications shall be deemed to have occurred if the trailer 
has undergone a major manufacturing alteration, which has materially 
changed the original configuration, structure or specifications of basic 
components of a previously assembled or manufactured trailer. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 40 (Williams, 
§ 5538.140); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 5; 1955, ch. 
52,$3; 19638..chi143, 8) 5351963, chi145)§) 3; 
1963, ch. 156, §. 1; 1965, ch. 272, §_ 1; 1965, ch. 
ool, Ss Lo Och540, 9 L, 2, Lola, Ch. O21, 
§ 1; 1973, ch. 234, § 2; 1976, ch. 482, § 1; impl. 
am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; Acts 1979, ch. 
247,§ 3; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-401; Acts 1981, 
ch. 180, § 1; 1986, ch. 798, § 1; 1988, ch. 817, 
§ 3; 1998, ch. 416, § 1; 1995, ch. 305, § 109; 


2001, ch. 233, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 34; 2008, ch. 
1007, § 6; 2014, ch. 553, § 2; 2015, ch. 294, § 2. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For transfer of the division of title and regis- 
tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
(April 19, 2006). 

Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 31 provided that, not- 
withstanding §§ 55-4-101, 55-4-118 or 55-4- 
119, if any holder of a Handicapped Veteran 
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plate issued prior to May 19, 2014, pursuant to 
§ 55-4-318, as that section existed prior to May 
19, 2014, sells or otherwise transfers the hold- 
er’s title or interest in the vehicle to which the 
plate is registered, then the plate shall expire 
and not be transferred or reassigned to another 
vehicle, and the holder shall surrender the 
plate to the department. 


Cross-References. 

Applicability, § 55-4-130. 

Collection of wheel tax fees by county clerk, 
§ 7-51-7038. 

County clerk’s fee, § 8-21-701. 

County privilege tax on motor vehicles, § 5- 
8-102. 

Disabled drivers and passengers, title 55, ch. 
21. 

Fees pledged for retirement of state debt, 
§ 9-9-103. 

Motorized bicycles, application of registra- 
tion and title requirements, § 55-3-101. 


55-4-102 


Municipal licensing prohibited, §§ 6-55-501, 
6-55-502. 

Sale of motor vehicle to nonresident member 
of armed forces, § 67-6-303. 


Attorney General Opiniens. 

Titling and registration of nonresident’s ve- 
hicle not authorized, OAG 97-102, 1997 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 101 (7/23/97). 

Even though no state statute expressly de- 
clares parking an unregistered car on private 
property to be a nuisance subject to abatement 
or any other penalty, depending on the facts 
and circumstances, such practice could consti- 
tute a nuisance, and, in addition, it could vio- 
late local land use, environmental, or zoning 
ordinances, OAG 04-172, 2004 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
184 (12/17/04). 

Authority of City to Require Vehicles Regis- 
tered in Other Counties to Pass Emissions 
Tests. OAG 15-38, 2015 Tenn. AG LEXIS 39 
(4/22/15). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Stopping Car Illegally Using Plates. 
2. Seizures of Vehicles. 


1. Stopping Car Illegally Using Plates. 
Officer would not have been authorized to 
stop car on assumption, based on second hand 
information from police records, that driver 
was using illegally license plates on a car other 
than the one to which they were issued. Wil- 


liams v. State, 506 S.W.2d 193, 1973 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 234 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1973). 


2. Seizures of Vehicles. 

Seizing an unregistered vehicle without a 
warrant may be justified and not an unreason- 
able seizure under U.S. Const., amend. 14, 
when it is being operated on the streets or 
highways. Lee v. Ladd, 834 S.W.2d 323, 1992 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 232 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1992). 


55-4-102. Forms for certificates of registration furnished by depart- 
ment — Contents. 


The department shall furnish to the county clerks of the various counties 
forms for certificates of registration, which certificates shall contain upon their 
face blank spaces for the following information: the date issued; the full name 
and bona fide residence of the owner, including the residential street address 
and number or route and box number, or post office box number if the applicant 
has no residential street address; provided, however, that a post office box shall 
not be sufficient to establish an individual’s bona fide residence; mailing 
address of the owner or business address of the owner if a firm, association, or 
corporation; the registration plate number assigned to the vehicle; and the 
description of the vehicle as determined by the commissioner. 


impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-402; Acts 1989, ch. 341, § 4; 
2009, ch. 580, § 110. 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 63. (Williams, 
§ 5538.163); impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; 
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55-4-103. Registration plates furnished by department — Form and 
contents — Size — Replacement plates — Reissue of plates 
— County name strip — Recycling of plates. 


(a) The department shall likewise furnish to the county clerks of the various 
counties of the state all registration plates of all types that may be required by 
the county clerks in the exercise of the duties in subdivision (b)(1) imposed 
upon them. 

(b)(1) Every registration plate shall have displayed upon it, in addition to a 

registration number, the year in which it expires and the abbreviation of the 

word, “Tennessee,” and if the registration plate is issued for any type of 
vehicle other than a privately owned passenger vehicle not operated for hire, 
some symbol, or word, indicating the type vehicle for which the plate was 
originally issued. Registration plates shall bear individual distinctive alpha- 
numerical characters not to exceed a combination of seven (7) as determined 
by the commissioner. To promote the state’s official travel planning website, 
all registration plates which are created after July 1, 2010, other than 
registration plates issued under part 2 or part 3 of this chapter, shall also 
include the language “www.tnvacation.com” or the domain name of any 
subsequent official website used by the department of tourist development. 

(2) Registration plates shall be designed in such a manner as determined 
by the commissioner as will permit the display of validation or revalidation 
tabs, stickers, or other devices as provided in § 55-4-104(e), and registration 
plates shall also be designed in such a manner as determined by the 
commissioner as will permit thereon, the display of county and/or municipal 
wheel tax tabs, stickers, or other devices evidencing payment of wheel or 
road taxes enacted by the respective county and/or municipality of Tennes- 
see, if such local government, pursuant to § 5-8-102(d)(3), requires the 
issuance, display and placement of such tabs, stickers, or other devices for 
wheel or road taxes on the registration plate. 

(3) Wheel tax records shall be maintained by the county clerk for the same 
period of time as registration records prior to disposition. 

(4) Registration plates shall also be designed in such a manner to require 
the display of tabs, stickers or devices on plates to be issued for a private 
passenger vehicle, which tabs, stickers or devices shall specify the name of 
the county of issue. The characters of the name of the county shall in no 
event be smaller than the characters of the words “Volunteer State” which 
now appear on registration plates. The area for the display of the county 
shall be below and parallel to the alpha-numerical legend as provided in 
subdivision (b)(1). Tabs, stickers or devices on plates shall be issued at the 
time of the issuance of the registration plates as required by this chapter and 
subsection (i) and displayed on the registration plates in a manner to be 
determined by the commissioner. 

(c) Registration plate or plates and the required numerals thereon, except 
the year number for which issued, shall be of sufficient size to be readable from 
a distance of one hundred feet (100’) during daylight. 

(d) This section shall apply to and include any mobile home or house trailer. 

(e) The requirement in subdivision (b)(1) for displaying the year of issue on 
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a plate may be removed with respect to those plates issued under a registration 
which does not require annual renewal. 

(f)(1) To promote highway safety and increase visibility and legibility on 

registration plates, the plates shall be fully reflectorized. The commissioner 

has the authority to establish specifications covering reflectorization. 

(2) In addition to the fee imposed in subdivision (f)(3) and in addition to all 
other motor vehicle registration fees prescribed by law, there shall be paid to 
the department the additional fee of seventy-five cents (75¢) at the time of 
the issuance of registration plates or the renewal thereof. 

(3) In addition to all other motor vehicle registration fees prescribed by 
law, there shall be paid to the department the additional sum of one dollar 
($1.00) at the time of the issuance of registration plates or the renewal 
thereof. 

(g) When any plate becomes so mutilated or effaced as to no longer meet the 
requirements of the law, the holder shall apply to the department for suitable 
replacement. The commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules and regula- 
tions as may be necessary to provide for the replacement of lost or destroyed 
plates and to collect a fee of ten dollars ($10.00) for each application. 

(h) Commencing January 1, 2006, and not later than each eighth anniver- 
sary thereafter, the commissioner shall cause to be reissued a new registration 
plate of a design as directed by the commissioner consistent with the terms, 
conditions and provisions of this section and this chapter. New registration 
plates shall not be issued prior to January 1, 2006; provided, however, that the 
issue of the new registration plates on January 1, 2006, and any subsequent 
issuance shall be deferred to a later January 1 if funds for the reissue of the 
registration plates are not appropriated specifically in the general appropria- 
tions act. 

(i) County residents who purchase a vehicle out of their county of residence 
shall receive a county name strip from the county clerk of their county of 
residence upon proof of proper registration and payment of any county wheel 
tax or other applicable county fees. 

(j) After January 1, 2009, every motor vehicle owner who replaces the 
registration plate on the owner’s motor vehicle may deposit the old, outdated 
or expired registration plate with the department of revenue or its agents in a 
manner determined by the commissioner pursuant to this subsection (j). The 
department of revenue shall create a program that promotes the recycling of 
used or outdated registration plates for the metal content in the plates. The 
program shall require each county facility where registration plates are issued 
to have a site for placing a bin or other container to collect used, outdated or 
expired registration plates for recycling. Each renewal notice of registration 
shall contain information regarding any such recycling program for registra- 
tion plates. The commissioner may enter into contractual agreements with 
nonprofit organizations for the collection, disposal and recycling of used, 
expired or outdated registration plates, including the placement and mainte- 
nance of recycling bins or containers at county facilities where registration 
plates are issued, and the transportation of the registration plates to recycling 
facilities. Notwithstanding any provision of this subsection (j) to the contrary, 
the commissioner shall not be required to enter into an agreement or create a 
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program pursuant to this subsection (j) that would require the department of 
revenue to incur, pay, or otherwise assume responsibility for the payment of, 
expenses associated with the collection, disposal or recycling of used, expired 
or outdated registration plates. However, contractual agreements may allow 
nonprofit organizations to retain proceeds from the collection, disposal and 
recycling as an incentive to participation. The county mayor shall designate a 
location on county property, either inside or outside of any county facility 
where registration plates are issued, for the placement of recycling bins or 
containers. Other than providing a location for a bin or container, the county 
shall have no responsibility for implementation of the recycling program or 
liability for its operation. If a contractor is not maintaining recycling facilities 
in a satisfactory manner on county property, the county mayor may notify the 
commissioner of revenue. The commissioner shall take appropriate steps to 
ensure that the contractor remedies the problem or terminate the agreement 
and find a suitable replacement. 
(k)(1) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who has been issued, or is 
entitled under this chapter to be issued, a registration plate pursuant to this 
section, may elect in the alternative for the issuance of a registration plate 
that is designed in a manner to have engraved or embossed on it the 
language “In God We Trust” as provided in subdivision (k)(2). 

(2) Beginning July 1, 2017, the commissioner shall cause to be issued 
registration plates issued or reissued pursuant to this section that display 
the language “In God We Trust” if requested pursuant to subdivision (k)(1). 

(3) The redesign of any registration plates with the language provided for 
in subdivision (k)(2) shall only be effectuated upon the existing inventory of 
the registration plates issued pursuant to this section without such language 
being utilized by the department. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 64 (Williams, 
§ 5538.164); impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; 
Acts 1963, ch. 143, § 6; 1967, ch. 122, § 2; 
1969, ch. 334, § 1; 1970, ch. 499, § 1; 1971, ch. 
12,/§ -1p-1972;' thiy742..$ 1 1e 1974) ch. 668, § 2: 
1975, ch. 98, 9.13)1975) chi 3578: 1s TST Ticdk 
39, § 1; impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-403; Acts 1986, ch. 816, 
§§ 1-4; 1987, ch. 321, § 1; 1988, ch. 710, § 1; 
1988, ch. 971, § 1; 1990, ch. 716, § 1; 1991, ch. 
90, § 1; 1991, ch. 405, § 1; 1996, ch. 687, § 3; 
1997 ,:chs 251.8 (14997, che 5388); 2003. ch. 
355, § 17; 2004, ch. 481, §§ 1-3; 2008, ch. 605, 
§ 1; 2009, ch. 5380, § 113; 2010, ch. 718, § 1; 
2012, ch. 908, § 1; 2013, ch. 188, § 1; 2017, ch. 
429,§ 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2008, ch. 355, § 66 provided that no 
expenditure of public funds pursuant to the act 
shall be made in violation of the provisions of 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
codified in 42 U.S.C. § 2000d. 

Acts 2008, ch. 605, § 2 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue shall promulgate 
rules and regulations to effectuate the act, 


which added subsection (j). The rules and regu- 
lations shall be promulgated in accordance 
with the provisions of the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 
5. 

Acts 2017, ch. 429, § 2 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall apply to 
plates issued or renewed on or after July 1, 
2017. 


Cross-References. 

Manufacture of license plates at prison, 
§§ 41-22-125, 41-22-126. 

Motor vehicle tax, § 5-8-102. 

Number inscribed upon retired judicial con- 
ference member plates, § 55-4-221. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Legislation that requires all vehicle registra- 
tion plates to bear the language “In God We 
Trust” would be constitutionally suspect under 
the Establishment Clause, the Free Exercise 
Clause, and the Free Speech Clause of the First 
Amendment, as well as Tenn. Const. Article I, 
Sections 3 and 19. However, legislation that 
gives vehicle owners the option of selecting a 
vehicle registration plate bearing the language 
“In God We Trust” would be constitutionally 
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defensible. OAG 17-21, 2017 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
20 (3/23/2017). 


55-4-104. Expiration of certificates and plates — Renewal — Decals — 
Fees — Renewal of special plates. 


(a) All certificates of registration and registration plates issued under 
chapters 1-6 of this title shall expire at twelve o’clock (12:00) midnight on 
March 31 of each year. These certificates of registration and registration plates 
shall be available for renewal and purchase commencing on March 1 of each 
year. 

(b) There is excepted from application of subsection (a) all of the registration 
classes for private passenger motor vehicles, motorcycles registered after 
March 23, 1994, under Class (A) of § 55-4-111, and Class 1 registrations only 
of the combined farm and limited private trucks classification. The application 
of the provisions contained in subsection (a) do not apply to registration plates 
for handicapped drivers, and this subsection (b) for registration renewals at 
alternative intervals apply to registration plates for handicapped drivers. With 
respect to these motor vehicles, the commissioner shall establish a system of 
registration renewals at alternative intervals which will allow for the distri- 
bution of the registration workload as uniformly as is practicable throughout 
the calendar year. Registrations issued under the alternative method are valid 
for twelve (12) months, and expire on the last day of the last month of the 
registration period. However, during a transition period, or at any time 
thereafter when the commissioner shall determine that the volume of work for 
any given interval is unduly burdensome or costly, either registrations or 
renewals, or both of them, may be issued for terms of not less than six (6) nor 
more than eighteen (18) months; provided further, however, that if a motor 
vehicle or motorcycle owner attests that the owner will be absent from the 
state during the owner’s annual registration renewal month and all other 
requirements for registration have been met, then during the ninety-day 
period immediately preceding the annual registration renewal month, the 
registration may be renewed for the original registration period. The commis- 
sioner shall provide all registration plates, tabs, stickers and other required 
devices to county clerks at least ninety (90) days prior to each registration 
period to facilitate such early renewal. The fee imposed for registration of any 
vehicle under the alternative interval method for a period of other than twelve 
(12) months shall be proportionate to the annual fee fixed for the vehicle and 
modified in no other manner, except that the proportional fee shall be rounded 
off to the nearest quarter of a dollar (25¢). 

(c)(1) For purposes of this subsection (c): 

(A) “Business” means any business that registers not less than fifteen 
thousand (15,000) vehicles annually and is engaged in the rental of motor 
vehicles, trucks, and trailers for periods of thirty-one (31) days or less 
when the vehicle is delivered to the lessee in this state; 

(B) “Trailers” has the same meaning as defined in § 55-1-105; and 

(C) “Trucks” means vehicles with a manufacturer’s ton rating not 
exceeding three-quarter (34) ton and having a panel or pickup body style or 
any freight motor vehicles with a gross weight of twenty-six thousand 
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pounds (26,000 lbs.) or less. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsections (a) and (b), the department may issue 

any business under this subsection (c) registrations that are valid for 
twenty-four (24) months, and expire on the last day of the last month of the 
registration period. With respect to vehicles registered by such business, the 
commissioner may establish a system of registration renewals at alternate 
intervals that will allow for the distribution of the registration workload as 
uniformly as is practicable throughout the registration period. The depart- 
ment shall set twenty-four-month registration fees in an amount that offsets 
revenue that would otherwise be generated by twelve-month Eaibaipbbiee 
fees in effect prior to July 1, 2017. 
(d)(1) Notwithstanding ah ahaa ed (a) to the contrary, the commissioner 
shall establish a system of registration and registration renewals for 
vehicles registered pursuant to § 55-4-113, whereby these registration and 
registration renewals expire one (1) year after the purchase or lease for 
vehicles that are purchased or leased after July 1, 1996. If registration plates 
are transferred to these vehicles from a vehicle previously registered 
pursuant to § 55-4-113, then the fee for the registration plate shall be 
prorated accordingly. 

(2) Certificates of registration, registration plates and renewals of regis- 
trations and plates registered pursuant to § 55-4-1138, that expire February 
28, 1997, are extended until twelve o’clock (12:00) midnight on March 31, 
1997. Thereafter renewals of the registration and registration plates shall be 
in accordance with subsection (a). 

(e)(1) Upon proof of the payment of all fees accruing therefor, the commis- 

sioner shall have continuing authority to revalidate motor vehicle registra- 

tion plates for a period of one (1) year at a time, or one (1) or more quarters 
of a year, and is authorized to supply the county clerks of the several counties 
with tabs, stickers, or other devices, that shall be affixed to the registration 
plates revalidated to indicate the period for which these revalidated regis- 
tration plates shall be valid. The tab, sticker, or other device for the 
revalidated registration plate so affixed to the registration plate shall be 
evidence that all state fees accruing therefor and applicable local wheel or 

road taxes have been paid, unless the local legislative body requires a 

separate tab, sticker, or other device evidencing payment of the local wheel 

or road tax be affixed, pursuant to § 5-8-102(d)(3). 

(2) The commissioner shall not issue a registration renewal for a vehicle 
based in a county that has been designated by the Tennessee air pollution 
control board to have a motor vehicle inspection and maintenance program 
in order to attain or maintain compliance with national ambient air quality 
standards, except in accordance with terms and conditions as are estab- 
lished in rules of the board. 

(f) Any county that ceases to have an inspection and maintenance program 
pursuant to § 68-201-119(b)(1) may, by action of its governing body, increase 
the amount of any clerk’s fee imposed on any initial registration, or at the time 
of renewal, by an amount up to four dollars ($4.00). Of any increase up to four 
dollars ($4.00), the clerk shall retain one dollar ($1.00) and remit, as directed 
by the county governing body, the balance of any funds to the county general 
fund. 
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History. 

Acts, 1951, ..ch:....70,,,.§ 41... (Williams, 
§ 5538.141); Acts 1959, ch. 307, § 1; 1968, ch. 
525, § 1;impl. am. Acts 1970, ch. 420, § 1; Acts 
1971, ch. 157, § 1; 1976, ch. 484, § 1; impl. am. 
Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; Acts 1979, ch. 
157, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-404; Acts 1981, 
ch. 15, § 1; 1984, ch. 806, §§ 2,3; 1987, ch. 434, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 414, § 1; 1991, ch. 244, § 3; 1993, 
ch. 416, § 2; 1994, ch. 668, § 1; 1995, ch. 195, 
§ 2; 1996, ch. 839, § 1; 2008, ch. 1196, § 1; 
2012, ch. 908, § 2; 2014, ch. 958, § 1; 2017, ch. 
azo. 9 J; 2018, ch. 953,.8 "5. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For transfer of the division of title and regis- 
tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
(April 19, 2006). 

Acts 2014, ch. 958, § 2 provided that the act, 
which added a new subsection (c) and redesig- 
nated former subsections (c) and (d) as present 
(d) and (e), shall apply to any registration or 
renewal made on or after January 1, 2015. 

Acts 2018, ch. 953, § 3 provided that the 
Tennessee air pollution control board is autho- 


55-4-105 


rized to promulgate rules to effectuate the 
purposes of this act. All such rules shall be 
promulgated in accordance with the Uniform 
Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in 
Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, chapter 5. 

Acts 2018, ch. 953, § 6 provided that any fee 
increase promulgated by the air pollution con- 
trol board in order to offset any revenue lost as 
the result of the implementation of this act 
shall not be imposed on major sources of air 
pollutants under Title V of the Clean Air Act (42 
U.S.C. § 7401 et seq.) except to the extent that 
such fees are used to pay for indirect and direct 
costs related to the Title V program as provided 
in Title 68, chapter 203 and 42 U.S.C. § 7661la, 
and indirect and direct costs specified in 40 
CFR § 70.9. 


Cross-References. 
Applicability, § 55-4-130. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Maximum county wheel tax authorized by 
statute, OAG 96-098, 1996 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
103 (7/31/96). 


55-4-105. Renewal certificates and registration plates — Application 
— Mail order service — Issuance — Replacement of lost 
registrations — Locations for obtaining renewal. 


(a)(1) Application for renewal certificates of registration and registration 
plates shall be made by the owner by the surrender of the owner’s old 
certificate of registration or other indicia thereof as the commissioner may 
authorize to the vehicle and the payment of the required fee for renewal 
registration. 

(2) The office of county clerk may make inquiry into an owner, including, 
but not limited to, review of driver records for the purpose of establishing an 
owner’s residence or address, before issuing a renewal of registration or a 
tab, sticker or other device as a prerequisite to payment of wheel or road 
taxes. Upon request of the office of the county clerk, the department shall 
provide a current list of the names, drivers’ license numbers and addresses 
of drivers from the requesting county. 

(3)(A) Any applicant who applies for registration who was a resident of 
the county in the previous year or years and was liable for and failed to pay 
the applicable wheel tax shall, for such year or years, be liable for and pay 
all prior years’ wheel taxes prior to being issued such registration. This 
subdivision (a)(3)(A) shall not apply to licensed motor vehicle dealers, 
financial institutions or businesses and applicants engaged in the rental of 
motor vehicles, trucks and trailers for periods of thirty-one (31) days or 
less. 

(B) This subdivision (a)(3) shall only apply in any county having a 
population of not less than one hundred eighty-two thousand (182,000) nor 
more than one hundred eighty-two thousand one hundred (182,100), 
according to the 2000 federal census or any subsequent federal census. 

(b) The registrar of motor vehicles, or deputy as provided by law, may 


55-4-105 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 88 


receive applications for renewal certificates of registration and registration 
plates and issue the certificates and plates commencing on March 1 of each 
year. 

(c) Each county clerk shall provide a mail order service for the renewal of 
registrations whereby registrants may apply for and receive the renewal 
certificates and plates or decals through the United States postal service. 
Except as otherwise required by law, an application for renewal by mail must 
be postmarked not later than twenty (20) days before the license expiration 
date to allow time for processing. Each county clerk may impose a fee of two 
dollars ($2.00) for the service of handling mail orders of plates and decals; 
provided, that the amount of such fee for the service of handling mail orders of 
plates is three dollars ($3.00) between July 1, 2014, and June 30, 2019, and 
four dollars ($4.00) on or after July 1, 2019. 

(d) In the event a plate or decal is lost after issuance and mailing, and before 
delivery to the registrant, the county clerk shall, as agent for the state, process 
a replacement registration at no charge upon application and affidavit from the 
registrant. The county clerk shall verify the registration and date of mailing. 

(e)(1) The holder of a valid and outstanding certificate of registration for a 
noncommercial vehicle shall apply for its renewal through the office of the 
clerk of the county of the owner’s residence. The registration issued for a 
commercial vehicle may be renewed through the office of the clerk of the 
county of the owner’s principal place of business within the state, or of the 
county of incorporation in the case of a corporate owner or of any other 
county in which the owner or corporate owner maintains an office or place of 
business. Any applicant for the renewal of a registration under which the fee 
is to be prorated or apportioned and any nonresident applicant for renewal 
shall, within the discretion of the commissioner, make application directly to 
the division. 

(2) For the purposes of this subsection (e), “commercial vehicle” means 
any vehicle that is operated in the furtherance of any commercial enterprise; 
provided, that vehicles registered with Tennessee Association of Realtors 
new specialty earmarked license plates shall be deemed not to be commercial 
vehicles. 

(3)(A) A violation of subdivision (e)(1) for the renewal of a motor vehicle 

license in certain locations is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(B) If a county wheel tax or like local fee is due and owing to local 
government for the use of the vehicle, the owner or operator shall, upon 
conviction, be punished in accordance with a Class B misdemeanor and 
subject to the fine only. 

(C) In instances of violations in which it is found that the wheel tax or 
local fee has been paid or is not due, the court may, in the event of a 
conviction, substitute, in lieu of the punishment set forth in subdivision 
(e)(3)(B), a fine of not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than ten 
dollars ($10.00). 

(f) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the office of county clerk shall 
not be required to review the driving record of any owner before issuing a 
certificate of registration or a tab, sticker or other device as a prerequisite to 
payment of wheel or road taxes. 
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(g)(1) If a person makes an application for a renewal certificate of registra- 
tion or registration plate pursuant to this section and at the time of 
application owes any motor vehicle registration fee to the office of the county 
clerk, then the clerk may deny the application until the person makes full 
payment on such fee amount. 

(2) In addition to the fee amount described in subdivision (g)(1), the clerk 
may charge the person a clerk’s fee, which shall be equal to ten percent (10%) 
of the fee amount described in subdivision (g)(1); provided, that eighty 
percent (80%) of such clerk’s fee may be retained by the county and the 
remaining twenty percent (20%) of such clerk’s fee shall be forwarded by the 


clerk to the department. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 42. ¢Wilhams, 
§ 5538.142); Acts 1969, ch. 53, § 1; 1970, ch. 
357, § 1; 1971, ch. 157, § 2; 1972, ch. 540, § 7; 
1973, ch. 5, § 1; 1978, ch. 234, § 1(b); 1977, ch. 
23,§ 1;impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-405; Acts 1980, ch. 744, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 186, § 2; 1989, ch. 218, § 1; 1989, 
eh.591,§ 113; 1991, ch. 232, § 1; 1993, ch:.529, 
§ 1; 2003, ch. 178, §§ 1, 2; 2008, ch. 924, § 5; 
2008, ch. 1165, § 38; 2010, ch. 1083, § 1; 2013, 
eh. 076, § 1; 2014, ch. 1005, § 1; 2019, ch. 449, 
Sul 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 
Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
supplement. 


Cross-References. 
Collection of wheel tax fees by county clerk, 
§ 7-51-7083. 


Penalties for Class B and C misdemeanors, 
§ 40-35-111. 

Penalty for violation of title 55, chs. 1-6, 
§ 55-5-120. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

The imposition of the clerk’s fee authorized 
by T.C.A. § 55-4-105(g)(2) is not mandatory but 
in the county clerk’s discretion. Because the fee 
only applies when the certificate or registration 
or plate is being renewed, it does not apply toa 
late initial registration of the vehicle. The fee 
does not apply to any liability for a tax or fee 
other than a motor vehicle registration fee. 
OAG 138-94, 2013 Tenn. AG LEXIS 97 
(11/27/18). 

Authority of City to Require Vehicles Regis- 
tered in Other Counties to Pass Emissions 
Tests. OAG 15-38, 2015 Tenn. AG LEXIS 39 
(4/22/15). 


55-4-106. Registration indexes — Manner of keeping. 


The department shall file the original of each certificate of registration 
received by it from the various county clerks, and shall keep a record of all 
these certificates of registration by registration years for a period of at least 
five (5) years in suitable books as follows: 

(1) Numerically, under the registration number assigned by the county 
clerk issuing the certificate of registration as provided for in this part, which 
entry shall show, in addition to the registration number, all the information 
required to be set out on the face of the certificate of registration; and 

(2) Alphabetically, under the name of the registered owner, which entry 
shall show, in addition to the name of the registered owner, the number of 


the owner’s certificate of registration. 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 34 (Williams, 
§ 5538.134); impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, 


§§ 22, 36; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-406; Acts 
2001, ch. 238, § 3; 2007, ch. 484, § 35. 
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55-4-107. Lost, mutilated or illegible certificates — Replacement — 
Fee. 


In the event any certificate of registration is lost, mutilated or becomes 
illegible, the owner of the vehicle for which the certificate was issued, as shown 
by the records of the county clerk for the county where the vehicle was 
registered, or the owner’s legal representative, shall immediately make 
application for and obtain a replacement certificate of registration upon the 
payment of the fee provided in § 55-6-104. 


§ 5538.143); impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, 
§§ 22, 36; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-407. 


History. 


Acts) 195k, ch. | 70, 08 43). (Williams, 


55-4-108. Registration certificate to be carried in vehicle or on driver’s 
person — Display — Exception. 


(a) Every certificate of registration shall at all times be carried in the vehicle 
to which it refers or shall be carried by the person driving, or in control of the 
vehicle, who shall display the certificate upon demand of any officer or 
employee of the department. The owner may, in order to ensure its safekeep- 
ing, provide a duplicate or facsimile of the certificate of registration to be kept 
in the vehicle for display by any person who may legally operate the vehicle 
under the owner’s registration. 

(b) The provision of subsection (a) requiring that a certificate of registration 
be carried in the vehicle to which it refers, or by the person driving the vehicle, 
shall not apply when the certificate of registration is used for the purpose of 
making application for renewal of registration or upon a transfer of the vehicle. 

(c) For purposes of any vehicle operating as part of a platoon, as defined by 
§ 55-8-101, the requirements of subsection (a) are satisfied if the certificate of 
registration is at all times carried in the first or lead vehicle in the platoon. 

(d) For purposes of an ADS-operated vehicle, as defined by § 55-30-102, the 
requirements of subsection (a) are satisfied if the certificate of registration is at 
all times carried in or available electronically through, the vehicle to which it 
refers. 

(e) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, §§ 40-35- 
111, 55-5-120. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 44 (Williams, 
§ 5538.144); Acts 1961, ch. 292, § 1; 1972, ch. 
540, § 10; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-408; Acts 
2003, ch..2, $1) 2087, cha L718) 1: 2017 eh: 
474,§ 1. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Display to Police Officer. 
2. —County Officers. 


1. Display to Police Officer. 

This section, when read with § 55-50-351, 
does not authorize a state highway patrolman 
to demand to see the certificate of vehicle reg- 


istration of a vehicle where the operator of the 
vehicle has not violated an ordinance or law. 
United States v. Anderson, 401 F. Supp. 996, 
1975 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 11313 (E.D. Tenn. 1975). 


2. —County Officers. 

Although this statute directs that only offi- 
cers of the department of revenue (now safety) 
and state troopers have the authority to stop a 
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vehicle and check the registration papers, that S.W.2d 190, 1985 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 2831 
is not the case involving a legal stop byacounty (Tenn. Crim. App. 1985). 
law enforcement officer. State v. Forero, 700 


55-4-109. Number of plates — Issuance. 


In registering any motor vehicle, the county clerk shall cause to be issued 
one (1) registration plate. 


History. tence, which read: “The commissioner shall, 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 45 (Williams, however, have the authority to permit county 
§ 5538.145); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 6; 1955, ch. clerks to continue issuance of two (2) plates 
52, § 4; 1959, ch. 26, § 1; 1975, ch. 128, § 1; until such time as the existing supply in their 
impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; T.C.A. hands is exhausted.” was deleted by the Code 
(orig. ed.), § 59-409. Commission in 1998 as obsolete. 


Code Commission Notes. The second sen- 


55-4-110. Display of registration plates — Manner — Penalty for 
violation. 


(a) The registration plate issued for passenger motor vehicles shall be 
attached on the rear of the vehicle. The registration plate issued for those 
trucks with a manufacturer’s ton rating not exceeding three-quarter (%4) ton 
and having a panel or pickup body style, and also those issued for all motor 
homes, regardless of ton rating or body style thereof, shall be attached to the 
rear of the vehicle. The registration plate issued for all other trucks and truck 
tractors shall be attached to the front of the vehicle. All dealers’ plates, as 
provided in § 55-4-226, and those registration plates issued for motorcycles, 
trailers or semitrailers shall be attached to the rear of the vehicle. 

(b) Every registration plate shall at all times be securely fastened in a 
horizontal position to the vehicle for which it is issued so to prevent the plate 
from swinging and at a height of not less than twelve inches (12”) from the 
ground, measuring from the bottom of the plate, in a place and position to be 
clearly visible and shall be maintained free from foreign materials and in a 
condition to be clearly legible; provided, if a motorcycle is equipped with 
vertically mounted license plate brackets, its license plate shall be mounted 
vertically with the top of such license plate fastened along the right vertical 
edge. No tinted materials may be placed over a license plate even if the 
information upon the license plate is not concealed. 

(c)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (c)(2), for all motor vehicles that are 

factory-equipped to illuminate the registration plate, the registration plate 

shall be illuminated at all times that headlights are illuminated. 
(2) Subdivision (c)(1) shall not apply to any ankiqne motor vehicle as 
defined in § 55-4-111(b). 

(d)(1) As used in this subsection (d), “historic military vehicle” means a 

vehicle, including a trailer, that is at least twenty-five (25) years old at the 

time of making application for registration, was manufactured for use in any 
country’s military forces, and is maintained to represent the vehicle’s 
military design and markings, regardless of the vehicle’s size or weight. 
(2) An owner or operator of a historic military vehicle is not required to 
display the vehicle’s registration plate on the vehicle in accordance with this 
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section. In lieu of such display, the owner or operator shall maintain the 
vehicle’s registration plate in the vehicle and produce the plate for inspection 
upon the request of any law enforcement officer. 

(e)(1) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. All proceeds from 
the fines imposed by this subsection (e) shall be deposited in the state 
general fund. 

(2) A person charged with a violation of this section may, in lieu of 
appearance in court, submit a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) for a first violation, 
and twenty dollars ($20.00) on second and subsequent violations to the clerk 
of the court that has jurisdiction of the offense within the county in which the 
offense charged is alleged to have been committed. 

(3) If the violation of this section results solely from the failure to 
illuminate the registration plate at all times headlights are required to be 
displayed, the fine set out in this subsection (e) shall be the only amount the 
person is assessed. No litigation tax levied pursuant to title 67, chapter 4, 
part 6 shall be imposed or assessed against anyone convicted of a violation 
of this section nor shall any clerk’s fee or court costs, including, but not 
limited to, any statutory fees of officers, be imposed or assessed against 
anyone convicted of a violation of this section. Further, the lighting violation 
described in this subdivision (e)(3) shall be considered a nonmoving traffic 
violation and no points shall be added to a driver’s record for such violation. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 46 (Williams, 
§ 5538.146); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 7; 1955, ch. 
52,9 5; 1957 vehi 108, Sik 1959, eh.26, $725 
1973, ch. 234,°$ 3° 1974, ch.i525, 8) 2: 1975ich. 
128, § 2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-410; Acts 2004, 
ch. 698, §§ 1, 2; 2010, ch. 1151, § 5; 2018, ch. 
223, 8§ 1, 2; 2018, ch. 1023, § 52; 2019, ch. 103, 
Sra 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
T15T, 


Acts 2018, ch. 228, § 3 provided that the act, 
which added subsection (c) and amended and 
redesignated former subsection (c) as present 
subsection (d), and added present subdivision 
(d)(3), shall apply to any violations occurring on 
or after July 1, 2013. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Law Reviews. 
Erie and Federal Criminal Courts (Wayne A. 
Logan), 63 Vand. L. Rev. 1248 (2010). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Traffic Stop. 

Under T.C.A. § 55-4-110, Tennessee did not 
require a single vehicle to have a light to 
illuminate the license plate, and as such, the 
deputy did not have reasonable suspicion to 
stop defendant; the record failed to reflect that 
the officer had reasonable suspicion defendant 
had committed or was about to commit a crime, 


and the trial court erred in denying the motion 
to suppress. State v. Hunt, 302 S.W.3d 859, 
2009 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 266 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. Apr. 17, 2009), superseded by statute as 
stated in, United States v. Melton, — F. Supp. 
2d —, 2017 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 204080 (E.D. 
Tenn. Dec. 12, 2017). 


55-4-111. Registration fees — Classification of vehicles — Registration 


taxes. 


(a)(1) In order to facilitate efficient and uniform enforcement of chapters 1-6 
of this title, motor vehicles, excepting such motor vehicles as are constructed 
for the purpose of transporting tangible personal property or other property, 
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and passenger motor vehicles operating for hire, are classified, and the 
respective registration taxes imposed are fixed as follows: 


Class (A) 
Class (B) 


Class (C) 
Class (D)() 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Class (E) 


Class (F) 


Class (G) 
Class (H)G) 


(ii) 


Motorcycles or autocycles — registration fee .. $ 16.75 
Passenger motor vehicle and motor home — 

TOOT GLAD) Lee eh Ne ds a aes ha an waa 23.75 
Antique vehicles — registration fee ............. 30.00 


Privately owned trailers and trailers held for 
public rental, not exceeding eight feet (8’) in 
width and less than twenty feet (20’) in 
length, exclusive of the tongue, and all trailers 
which are limited to vacationing and camping 
purposes, unless otherwise exempted in this 
section, and any privately owned trailer or 
semitrailer that is otherwise exempted, but 
the owner desires to be registered — 
FESTA OM EEA . gels « acsina do's sia fated «bed Gore Gea » Abe's 14.50 
Mobile homes or house trailers, whether 
privately owned or held for public rental, the 
chassis and exterior shell of which are 
designed and constructed for occupancy, but 
with dimensions not exceeding eight feet (8’) 
in width — registration fee .................0.005. 24.00 
Mobile homes or house trailers, whether 
privately owned or held for public rental, the 
chassis and exterior shell of which are 
designed and constructed for occupancy, but 
with dimensions exceeding eight feet (8’) — 
PEPISLY AU TES) WT LO, ROA TE DOI, mere 36.00 
Private buses (not for hire) — In the case of 
buses or motor driven coaches utilized 
exclusively for transporting either the owner 
or persons associated with the owner in a 
trade, business or vocation, or both of them, 
together with personalty constituting the tools 
of such trade, business or vocation, between 
places where such trade, business or vocation 
may be carried on, and not used to transport 
persons or property for hire — registration 


TAG 2g ca eheeeeys hae. Mik RETRO ORD, OR ROE ase 205.00 
Low speed vehicles — registration fee .......... 14.50 
Medium speed vehicles — registration fee ..... 14.50 
Class I off-highway vehicles — registration 

TAO AT. FOIE a OTe Se h Eo9k ter 15.00 


Class II off-highway vehicles — registration 
TOG) BAG CAUS. JSR Sacro yi Te, LOR, 16.00 
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(2) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the first one dollar ($1.00) of 
each registration fee imposed by subdivision (a)(1) shall be paid into the 
state treasury and credited to the police pay supplement fund. 

(b)(1) Upon receipt of an application on a form prescribed by the commis- 
sioner, applying for registration and certifying that the motor vehicle for 
which registration is being applied is an “antique motor vehicle,” the 
commissioner may issue license plates to owners of antique motor vehicles in 
accordance with part 2 of this chapter. These license plates shall bear the 
word “ANTIQUE?” in capital letters at the bottom of their plate, and a unique 
identifying number in the center of the plate. For the purpose of this section, 
“antique motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle over twenty-five (25) years 
old with a nonmodified engine and body that is used: 
(A) For participation in, or transportation to and from, club activities, 
exhibits, tours, parades, and similar uses as a collector’s item; 
(B) On the highways for the purpose of selling, testing the operation of, 
or obtaining repairs to or maintenance on such motor vehicle; and 
(C) For general transportation on Saturdays, Sundays, and federal 
holidays. 

(2) This registration shall be valid so long as title to the antique motor 
vehicle is vested in the applicant, and shall not be subject to the provisions 
of this chapter requiring annual registration. 

(3) Any person violating this section, or operating an antique motor 
vehicle for general transportation purposes on a day other than Saturday or 
Sunday or a federal holiday, shall forfeit the antique motor vehicle registra- 
tion, shall be liable for the regular registration fee for that vehicle, and shall 
be barred from applying for or holding antique motor vehicle registration for 
five (5) years from the date of the violation. 

(4) The owner or lessee of an antique motor vehicle may display the 
license plates from an era when the manufacture of such vehicle occurred 
instead of the current license plates; provided, that current license plates are 
maintained in the vehicle by the owner or lessee and produced for inspection 
upon the request of any law enforcement officer. 

(5) The department shall permit owners of antique motor vehicles to 
register an official license plate issued by the state from an era when the 
manufacture of the vehicle occurred instead of registering for new license 
plates in accordance with part 2 of this chapter. The vintage license plate 
shall be displayed on the motor vehicle in accordance with this chapter. 
(c)(1) There shall be no tax on trailers owned by farmers and used for 
agricultural purposes or hauling livestock between farm and market. 

(2) This section shall not apply to trailers: 

(A) Used for the transportation of boats or drawn by an automobile or 
truck, unless the owner desires that the trailer be registered; 

(B) Used in the furtherance of a business; or 

(C) That are truck trailers registered under § 55-4-113. 

(3) This section shall apply to house trailers and rented trailers as defined 
in this section and to any personal trailer, including a trailer used for the 
transportation of boats or other trailer or semitrailer drawn by an automo- 
bile or truck, that is not required to be registered but that the owner desires 
to be registered. 
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(d) Each person engaged in the business of renting trailers of any descrip- 
tion to others for a consideration may register each trailer, for a period of ten 
(10) years, and annually pay the registration fee; provided, that every owner of 
automobile utility trailers engaged in the business of leasing such trailers in 
interstate as well as intrastate commerce shall register with the commissioner 
that the person is so engaged in the business of leasing such trailers in 
interstate as well as intrastate commerce, and shall furnish proof to the 
commissioner that the person has registered in the state, a number of trailers 
equal to the average number of automobile utility trailers operated by this 
person during the preceding licensing year in and through this state. There- 
after, all such trailers properly identified as belonging to the registered person 
and licensed in any state, territory, province, country or the District of 
Columbia shall be permitted to operate in this state on an interstate and 
intrastate basis. For the purpose of interstate and intrastate reciprocal 
provisions of this chapter, the utility trailers shall be classified the same as 
private passenger automobiles and extended the same privileges. The burden 
of submitting verifiable data as to the average number of trailers operating 
during the preceding licensing year in and throughout this state shall be on the 
trailer owner. The commissioner’s determination in and through the state 
during the preceding licensing year shall be final. 

(e) Only one (1) registration plate shall be issued for trailers. 

(f) For the purposes of this section, “mobile home” or “house trailer” is a 
trailer or semitrailer which is designed, constructed and equipped as a 
dwelling place, living abode or sleeping place, either permanently or tempo- 
rarily, and is equipped for use as a conveyance on streets and highways, or 
whose chassis and exterior shell are designed and constructed for use as a 
house trailer, but which is used instead for the advertising, sales, display or 
promotion of merchandise or services, or for any other commercial purpose 
except the transportation of property for hire or for distribution by a private 
carrier. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 83 (Williams, 
§ 5538.183); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 17; 1955, ch. 
10,§ 1; 1955, ch. 52, §§ 6, 7; 1957, ch. 250, § 1; 
1957, ch. 388, § 1; 1961, ch. 336, § 1; 1968, ch. 
148, § 7; 1963, ch. 145, §§ 1, 3; 1965, ch. 48, 
§ 1; 1965, ch. 269,§ 1; 1965, ch. 283, § 1; 1967, 
Pie 210, 0 1) 1975, ch. 204, 8 4° 1974, ch. 735, 
§ 1; 1978, ch. 786, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59- 
421; Acts 1984, ch. 966, § 10; 1985, ch. 283, 
§ 2; 1985, ch. 402, § 6; 1985, ch. 461, § 1; 1986, 
ch. 804, § 8; 1987, ch. 446, § 8; 1988, ch. 816, 
§ 1; 1991, ch. 13, § 1; 1994, ch. 603, § 1; 1994, 
ch. 662, § 1; 1995, ch. 282, § 1; 1999, ch. 98, 
§§ 1, 2; 2001, ch. 4, § 1; 2002, ch. 620, § 1; 
2002, ch. 747, § 4; 2002, ch. 856, § 8a; 2006, ch. 
910, §§ 1, 2; 2007, ch. 142, §§ 1, 2; 2007, ch. 
601, § 1; 2008, ch. 959, § 3; 2009, ch. 265, § 1; 
2009, ch. 530, § 127; 2016, ch. 790, § 3; 2017, 
Gn 10, os 1, 2,.20L7, Co, LoL ea. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 1999, ch. 98, § 15, provided that it was 
the intent of that act that any registration 


issued prior to January 1, 2000, shall remain 
valid until the expiration. 

Acts 2002, ch. 856, § 8(0) provided that not- 
withstanding any provision of law to the con- 
trary, all revenues attributable to statutory 
changes effectuated by the provisions of § 8 of 
that act shall be deposited exclusively in the 
state’s general fund and shall be allocated for 
general state purposes in accordance with the 
provisions of the General Appropriations Act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 856, § 13 provided that no 
expenditure of public funds pursuant to that 
act shall be made in violation of the provisions 
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
codified in 42 U.S.C. § 2000d. 

Acts 2007, ch. 601, § 2 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue is authorized to pro- 
mulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
purposes of the act. The rules and regulations 
shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
piled in title 4, chapter 5. 

Acts 2017, ch. 181, § 1 provided that the act, 


55-4-112 


which amended this section, shall be known 
and may be cited as the “Improving Manufac- 
turing, Public Roads and Opportunities for a 
Vibrant Economy (IMPROVE) Act” or the “2017 
Tax Cut Act.” 


Cross-References. 

Cost of placards for disabled persons, § 55- 
21-103. 

Motorcycle rider education and safety, title 
55; ch) ol; 

Special license plate fee schedule, § 55-4- 
203. 
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Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 29. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Registration of school bus owned by a private 
contractor and operated under contract with 
the county to provide transportation to stu- 
dents attending county schools. OAG 15-58, 
2015 Tenn. AG LEXIS 53 (6/25/15). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Nature of Fees. 
. Local Tax on Vehicle. 
. Apportionment of Fees. 


m $e 


. Nature of Fees. 

Registration fees imposed by this section and 
§ 55-4-112 are privilege taxes and not ad va- 
lorem taxes. Tennessee Trailways, Inc. v. But- 
ler, 213 Tenn. 136, 373 S.W.2d 201, 1963 Tenn. 
LEXIS 337 (1963). 


2. Local Tax on Vehicle. 

There is nothing in this section which prohib- 
its a county from levying and collecting a privi- 
lege tax on motor vehicles as authorized by 
§ 5-8-102. Adkins v. Robertson County, 201 
Tenn. 596, 301 S.W.2d 337, 1957 Tenn. LEXIS 
340 (1957). 


3. Apportionment of Fees. 

Operator of intrastate and interstate bus 
company was not entitled to apportion its reg- 
istration fees for the year 1962-1963 upon the 


basis of the Tennessee mileage of its predeces- 
sor corporation during the year 1961-1962 in 
absence of specific statutory authority. Tennes- 
see Trailways, Inc. v. Butler, 213 Tenn. 136, 373 
S.W.2d 201, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 337 (1963). 

Inasmuch as registration fees constitute 
privilege taxes, the operating experience of 
another corporation was not transferable to 
motor carrier as an asset and could not be 
utilized to apportion registration fees of buses 
in absence of specific statutory authority. Ten- 
nessee Trailways, Inc. v. Butler, 213 Tenn. 136, 
373 S.W.2d 201, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 337 (1963). 

Failure of assistant commissioner of finance 
(now revenue) to insist on payment of registra- 
tion fees upon merger of former corporation 
with taxpayer corporation would not estop com- 
missioner from insisting that operation experi- 
ence of the predecessor corporation was inap- 
plicable to taxpayer corporation in 
apportioning registration fees. Tennessee Trail- 
ways, Inc. v. Butler, 213 Tenn. 136, 373 S.W.2d 
201, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 337 (1963). 


55-4-112. Registration fees for private and commercial motor vehicles 
operating for hire and transporting passengers — Fees 
deemed additional to certain registration fees. 


(a) The registration fees for private and commercial motor vehicles operat- 
ing for hire who transport passengers shall be as follows: 


(1) Motor vehicles 
passengers 


with not more than 


eeoeceererereaee eee e eee eee eee eee eee 


seven (7) seats for 


(2) Motor vehicles with over seven (7) seats and not more than fifteen (15) 


seats for passengers 


eoeeereee ee eee eee ee 


(3) Motor vehicles with over fifteen (15) seats and not more than twenty- 


five (25) seats for passengers 


eeeeeece 


(4) Motor vehicles with over twenty-five (25) seats and not more than 


thirty-five (35) seats for passengers 


Jo Rae aie rahe wees arte ear & $245.12 


(5) Motor vehicles with over thirty-five (35) seats for 


passengers 


eeeereeoeeeeee eee eeereeeeoeeeeeeee 


(b) Where any route over which a private or commercial motor vehicle 
operating for hire is operated is exclusively within the limits of a municipality 
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of the state, or where the route is partially within and partially without the 
limits of a municipality of the state, but does not extend more than fifteen (15) 
miles beyond the municipal limits, or where the route is wholly within the 
limits of a metropolitan government created under title 7, chapter 1, the fees 
shall be in addition to the registration fees set out in § 55-4-111 for passenger 
motor vehicles, fifty-five cents (55¢) for each passenger seat, with a minimum 
fee of thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents ($37.50) for any single vehicle. The 
applicant must submit an affidavit confirming the route mileage and seating 
capacity of any vehicle registering under this provision. 

(c) Personal buses that are not used in a trade or business shall be subject 
to the registration fee set out in § 55-4-111(a)(1), Class (B). All buses not 
subject to the registration fees set out in this section or in § 55-4-111 shall be 


subject to the registration fees set out in § 55-4-113(a)(2). 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 84 (Williams, 
§ 5538.184); Acts 1955, ch. 52, § 8; 1957, ch. 
383, § 1; impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; Acts 
1961, ch. 327, § 1; 1963, ch. 277, § 1; 1976, ch. 
418, § 1; modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-422; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 1999, ch. 98, § 4; 
2002, ch. 856, §§ 8b, 8c; 2009, ch. 530, § 111; 
2017, ch. 181, §§ 4, 5. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 1999, ch. 98, § 15, provided that it was 
the intent of that act that any registration 
issued prior to January 1, 2000, shall remain 
valid until the expiration. 

Acts 2002, ch. 856, § 8(0) provided that not- 
withstanding any provision of law to the con- 
trary, all revenues attributable to statutory 
changes effectuated by the provisions of § 8 of 
that act shall be deposited exclusively in the 
state’s general fund and shall be allocated for 
general state purposes in accordance with the 
provisions of the General Appropriations Act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 856, § 13 provided that no 


expenditure of public funds pursuant to that 
act shall be made in violation of the provisions 
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
codified in 42 U.S.C. § 2000d. 

Acts 2017, ch. 181, § 1 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall be known 
and may be cited as the “Improving Manufac- 
turing, Public Roads and Opportunities for a 
Vibrant Economy (IMPROVE) Act” or the “2017 
Tax Cut Act.” 


Cross-References. 
Ridesharing, applicability of additional fees, 
§ 65-19-206. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 29. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Registration of school bus owned by a private 
contractor and operated under contract with 
the county to provide transportation to stu- 
dents attending county schools. OAG 15-53, 
2015 Tenn. AG LEXIS 53 (6/25/15). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Nature of Fees. 
2. Apportionment of Fees. 


1. Nature of Fees. 

Registration fees imposed by T.C.A. § 55-4- 
111 and this section are privilege taxes and not 
ad valorem taxes. Tennessee Trailways, Inc. v. 
Butler, 213 Tenn. 136, 373 S.W.2d 201, 1963 
Tenn. LEXIS 337 (1963). 


2. Apportionment of Fees. 

Operator of intrastate and interstate bus 
company was not entitled to apportion its reg- 
istration fees for the year 1962-1963 upon the 
basis of the Tennessee mileage of its predeces- 
sor corporation during the year 1961-1962 in 
absence of specific statutory authority. Tennes- 


see Trailways, Inc. v. Butler, 213 Tenn. 136, 373 
S.W.2d 201, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 337 (1963). 
Inasmuch as registration fees constitute 
privilege taxes, the operating experience of 
another corporation was not transferable to 
motor carrier as an asset and could not be 
utilized to apportion registration fees of buses 
in absence of specific statutory authority. Ten- 
nessee Trailways, Inc. v. Butler, 213 Tenn. 136, 
373 S.W.2d 201, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 337 (1963). 
Failure of assistant commissioner of finance 
(now revenue) to insist on payment of registra- 
tion fees upon merger of former corporation 
with taxpayer corporation would not estop com- 
missioner from insisting that operation experi- 
ence of the predecessor corporation was inap- 
plicable to taxpayer corporation in 
apportioning registration fees. Tennessee Trail- 
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ways, Inc. v. Butler, 213 Tenn. 136, 373 S.W.2d 
201, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 337 (1963). 


55-4-113. Registration taxes for freight motor vehicles. 


(a) The registration taxes for trucks and truck tractors shall be: 

(1) Private Carriers and Public Household Goods Carriers. Fixed 
load vehicles, as defined in § 55-1-117, so designated and used only for the 
transportation of equipment that is mounted thereon may be registered at a 
rate of twenty-five percent (25%) of the tax schedules set forth in subdivision 
(a)(2); 

(2) Private Carriers, Public Carriers and Household Goods 
Carriers. Every person, firm or corporation operating, for commercial 
purposes, a freight motor vehicle over the roads of the state shall first 
register the vehicle with the department and shall pay a tax as follows, 
according to the indicated classes set forth in this subdivision (a)(2): 


(A) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 


1 maximum gross weight, including vehicle and 
load, of not more than nine thousand pounds 
(9:000 lbs?) ‘Registration taxii.u:.ck te eke. $ 68.50 
(B) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
12 maximum gross weight, including vehicle and 
load, not in excess of sixteen thousand pounds 
(16,000 Ibs)s Registration taxi (A. ee 122.50 
(C) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
3 maximum gross weight, including vehicle and 
load, not in excess of twenty thousand pounds 
(20,000 lbs.). Registration tax ..................4. 327.50 
(D) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
4 maximum gross weight, including vehicle and 
load, not in excess of twenty-six thousand 
pounds (26,000 lbs.). Registration tax ........... 481.00 
(E) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
5 maximum gross weight, including vehicle and 
load, not in excess of thirty-two thousand 
pounds (32,000 lbs.). Registration tax ........... 635.00 
(F) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
6 maximum gross weight, including vehicle and 
load, not in excess of thirty-eight thousand 
pounds (38,000 lbs.). Registration tax ........... 711.00 
(G) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
7 maximum gross weight, including the weight 


of vehicle and load, not in excess of forty-four 
thousand pounds (44,000 lbs.). Registration 
et, AA ACTOR RO A ene TS SPORE NR PL GO ie 788.00 


o9 


(H) 


(I) 


(J) 


(K) 


(L) 
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Class 
8 


Class 


Class 
10 


Class 
11 


Class 
TT? 


Freight motor vehicles with declared 

maximum gross weight, including the weight 

of vehicle and load, not in excess of fifty-six 

thousand pounds (56,000 lbs.). Registration 

baw a en odin Peloimevniahoeth Aulzepsl ine hapens 942.00 
Freight motor vehicles with declared 

maximum gross weight, including the weight 

of vehicle and load, not in excess of sixty-six 

thousand pounds (66,000 lbs.). Registration 

AM tspraray He nhs esehe Catal tis sth citvorns oleh wy bat’ od taakye Enrep 1019.00 
Freight motor vehicles with declared 

maximum gross weight, including the weight 

of vehicle and load, not in excess of seventy- 

four thousand pounds (74,000 lbs.). 

Ei reree OEY Bee © i ae Ras a a At ERA ABA YE 1,198.50 
Freight motor vehicles with declared 

maximum gross weight, including the weight 

of vehicle and load, not in excess of eighty 

thousand pounds (80,000 lbs.). Registration 

SOLS) VEC ae ay ie eeS en Ca es RMD sce Se Rs ata 1,352.50 
Fixed load vehicles, as defined in § 55-1-117, 

may be registered at twenty-five percent (25%) 

of the rate set forth in this subdivision (a)(2) 

for a vehicle of comparable weight; 


(3) Combined Farm and Limited Private Trucks. 

(A) Motor vehicles used exclusively for the movement of farm products 
for the grower from the point of production to the first market, or operated 
as farm trucks, or as a logging and lumbering truck as defined in 
subdivision (a)(3)(C), or as the owner’s private conveyance, transporting 
only tangible personal property belonging to the owner or a guest 
occupant, shall be classified by the commissioner and registered with the 
department as freight motor vehicles at the following taxes in lieu of those 
set out in subdivision (a)(1): 


Class 1 
Class 2 


ee 


(B) There shall not be eligible for registration under this exception to 
the general licensing provisions any motor vehicles operated commercially 
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as part of a business venture or for delivery service to customers by 
dairies, hatcheries, pharmacies, grocers, service stations, garages and the 
like; however, farm trucks used by egg farmers to transport eggs from the 
point of production to the first market shall be registered with the 
department as freight motor vehicles at taxes in subdivision (a)(3)(A) in 
lieu of those set out in subdivision (a)(1); 

(C) For purposes of this section, “logging and lumbering trucks” are 
those trucks used for hauling logs, pulpwood, bark, wood chips, and wood 
dust from the woods to the mill or for hauling lumber, bark, wood chips, 
and wood dust from the mill to a loading or storage place; 

(D) Truck tractors used exclusively to pull lowboy-type trailers on 
which are transported machinery that is used only for agricultural 
purposes, such as, but not limited to, terracing, clearing land, and building 
ponds, levees, ditches and/or canals; and trucks on which are mounted 
lime or fertilizer spreaders may register in this category under the 
appropriate weight class. The use of the highways by these limited use 
motor vehicles registered in this class is restricted to that which is 
incidental to the movement of the designated machinery from farm to farm 
and any volume and unpackaged lime and fertilizer from the distribution 
point to the farm; 

(4) Miscellaneous Classes. Well drillers as defined in 
A os oa He Vue inins aah aoiuieih 5 Generelt ig Sulbyy airings euraeg Arie onary reece Mas S00. 20: 
(5) Freight trailers, semitrailers and pole trailers. 

(A) Freight trailers, semitrailers, and pole trailers used primarily for 
hauling freight and trailers used in the furtherance of a business, any 
trailer not required to be registered but which the owner desires to be 
registered, shall be registered and, in addition to the tax herein prescribed 
for trucks and truck tractors, there shall be imposed on vehicles so 
classified a registration tax of ninety-five dollars ($95.00). The certificate 
of registration and registration plate issued for a specific vehicle shall 
continue valid for the duration of the owner’s interest in that vehicle; 

(B)G) The provisions of § 55-4-101 to the contrary notwithstanding, no 
registration for trailers, semitrailers or pole trailers shall be transferred 
for any reason and a new registration shall be required for additional 
trailers; 

(ii) The commissioner may, in his discretion, require an owner of a 
freight trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer registered in this state 
pursuant to subdivision (a)(5)(A) to provide written confirmation to the 
department as to whether or not the trailer has been destroyed, 
abandoned, sold, or otherwise transferred to another owner and still 
bears the permanent registration plate originally issued to the trailer; 

(iii) If such owner provides written confirmation to the department 
that the trailer has been destroyed, abandoned, sold, or otherwise 
transferred to another owner and the trailer has not been properly 
registered to the new owner, the commissioner shall immediately 
terminate the registration and plate originally assigned to the trailer 
under the name of the owner of record; 

(iv) If such owner fails to provide written confirmation within ninety 
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(90) days of the date of the commissioner’s request, the commissioner 
may, in the commissioner’s discretion, terminate the registration and 
plate originally assigned to the trailer under the name of the owner of 
record; 
(v) Whenever the title to a freight trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer 
_ registered in this state pursuant to subdivision (a)(5)(A) is destroyed, 
abandoned, sold, or otherwise transferred to another owner, the regis- 
tration of the trailer shall expire. If the trailer is sold or otherwise 
transferred to a new owner, the new owner shall obtain a new registra- 
tion of the trailer. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the 
department may issue to such new owner a new or existing registration 
plate bearing the same alpha-numerical characters as were affixed to 
such trailer at the time of transfer to the new owner; and 

(C) Implements designed for carrying and distributing fertilizer shall 
not be subject to the licensing requirement imposed on trailers, and when 
used for the transportation of fertilizer between a plant and a farm the 
gross weight of the implement and its cargo shall not be considered in 
determining the licensing requirement for the prime mover; 

(6) Special Zone Licenses. 

(A) Class 1. It shall be permissible for any owner or operator of a freight 
motor vehicle that is to be operated exclusively within a zone limited to the 
streets of a designated municipal corporation and to the highways for a 
distance not to exceed fifteen (15) air miles beyond the limits of the 
municipality, to apply for and be issued a special municipal zone license. 
In counties having a metropolitan form of government, the county line 
shall be the limit for the operation of motor vehicles registered under this 
special license. The annual fee for this special license shall be four 
hundred ninety-three dollars ($493) for freight motor vehicles with a 
declared maximum gross weight not exceeding seventy-four thousand 
pounds (74,000 lbs.), and an annual fee of five hundred seventy dollars 
($570) for freight motor vehicles with a declared maximum gross weight 
not exceeding eighty thousand pounds (80,000 lbs.). The annual fee for 
this special license for ready-mix concrete trucks shall be three hundred 
sixty-one dollars ($361); and 

(B) Class 2. It shall be permissible for any owner or operator having a 
freight motor vehicle that is to be operated exclusively in a given county, 
and the counties that adjoin it, to apply for and be issued a special county 
zone license. The owner must, upon application for this special license, 
declare the base county and attest that the vehicle is to be operated 
exclusively in the base county and such other counties as may adjoin it. 
Movements from the base county to one (1) adjoining are restricted to the 
delivery of freight to its final destination, or to the place of consignment, 
or for the purpose of bringing freight from its place of origin to a point in 
the base county. The annual fee for this special license shall be six hundred 
thirty-six dollars ($636) for freight motor vehicles with a declared maxi- 
mum gross weight not exceeding seventy-four thousand pounds (74,000 
lbs.), and an annual fee of seven hundred thirty-five dollars ($735) for 
freight motor vehicles with a declared maximum gross weight not exceed- 
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ing eighty thousand pounds (80,000 lbs.). The annual fee for this special 
license for ready-mix concrete trucks shall be four hundred sixty dollars 
($460); and 
(7)(A) Registration being a condition precedent to vehicular use in this 
state, it is the intent of this section that the owner or operator of a freight 
motor vehicle shall pay a registration tax sufficient to allow for its 
operation under a declared maximum gross weight limited only by the 
following scale of maximum weights for its axle configuration: 
(i) For any single axle, the maximum allowable weight shall be 
twenty thousand pounds (20,000 lbs.); and 
(ii) For any tandem axle group, the maximum allowable weight shall 
be thirty-four thousand pounds (34,000 lbs.); 

(B) When a vehicle on which the tax has not been paid is found in 
operation, the owner or operator shall be required to register the vehicle 
and, in addition to the statutory registration taxes, shall be subject to a tax 
assessed at the rate of ten cents (10¢) per pound on each pound of weight 
for which no Tennessee tax has been previously paid; 

(C) When a vehicle registered in some class adequate for its lawful 
operational weight is found in operation at a weight exceeding the limit of 
the license, for which the tax has been paid, the operator shall be assessed 
an additional tax at the rate of ten cents (10¢) per pound on each pound of 
weight for which no Tennessee tax has been previously paid; 

(D) Nonresidents operating vehicles under the provisions of a reciproc- 
ity agreement shall likewise be subject to the additional taxes provided 
under this subdivision (a)(7) when their vehicles are operated in excess of 
the licensed weight, or regardless of the licensed weight, in excess of 
eighty thousand pounds (80,000 lbs.); 

(EZ) When the operator of any freight motor vehicle shall fail to load it or 
have it loaded in a manner and at weights conforming to the axle weight 
limitations set forth in this subdivision (a)(7), there shall be imposed a tax 
assessed on the basis of ten cents (10¢) per pound on each pound of weight 
that exceeds the limit on an axle or group of axles. Except, with respect to 
vehicles being used to transport the products identified under § 55-7- 
203(b)(6), liability for the tax imposed by this subdivision (a)(7)(E) shall 
only begin to run commencing with the first pound that exceeds the total 
weight allowable for the number and type of its axles. On an overweight 
poundage of the axle weight limit imposed for the classification in which a 
freight motor vehicle is registered, the tax per pound of the overage shall 
be ten cents (10¢) per pound; 

(F) When any freight motor vehicle is found in operation with a gross 
weight in excess of the road and bridge weights posted by the commis- 
sioner of transportation pursuant to § 55-7-205, or weight that exceeds 
the maximum allowable under an overweight permit issued by the 
commissioner, the operator of a vehicle shall be assessed a tax at the rate 
of ten cents (10¢) per pound for each pound of excess weight; 

(G)G) The provisions of this subdivision (a)(7) respecting licensing and 

the assessment of additional taxes for excessive weights shall apply 

with respect to vehicles registered under the allowance for “Special Zone 


a 
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Licenses”; 

(ii) For the first offense, any owner of a freight motor vehicle that is 
operated in violation of the territorial limitation of a special zone license 
issued pursuant to this subdivision (a)(7) shall be subject to assessment 
of a penalty by the department, which shall be twenty-five percent (25%) 
of the special zone license fee for the full year with no credit or rebate for 
any portion of the year in which a license is unused. All funds collected 
pursuant to this subdivision (a)(7)(G)(@i) shall be earmarked for the 
enforcement of these zone license provisions; 

(iii) On a second offense, occurring within the same licensing year as 
the first offense, in addition to the penalty specified in subdivision 
(a)(7)(G)Gi), any licensee whose truck is found to be in violation of the 
territorial limitation placed on the license shall be required to immedi- 
ately reregister it under an applicable general licensing provision for a 
period of one (1) year following the date on which the second offense 
occurred; 

(H) All taxes imposed by this section shall be a part of the registration 
taxes or fees and shall be payable to the department. Upon becoming 
delinquent, these taxes or fees shall be subject to collection by the 
commissioner of revenue under title 67, chapter 1, part 14. The assess- 
ment of these taxes shall in no wise be restricted through the assessment 
of other taxes for some prior violation or any other condition relating to the 
privilege of operating the vehicle over the streets and highways of this 
state; 

(1) Amotor vehicle otherwise properly registered in its class pursuant to 
this section shall not be in violation of the maximum gross weight for its 
class, including vehicle and load, if the vehicle is found to have exceeded 
the maximum gross weight for its class solely by the occasional towing of 
a fork lift or tow motor where no part of the weight of such equipment rests 
on the towing vehicle; and the weight of the equipment shall not be 
considered in determining whether the motor vehicle has exceeded its 
maximum gross weight, including the load thereon, and in determining 
the licensing requirements for the motor vehicle in such circumstances; 

(J)G) When any logging truck, as defined in § 55-7-2038, is found in 
operation with a gross weight in excess of the weights established by 
law, the operation of the vehicle shall not be assessed a tax if the 
vehicle’s excess weight is less than ten percent (10%) of the vehicle’s 
gross weight. If the weight of the vehicle is greater than ten percent 
(10%) in excess of the maximum applicable weight, the tax of ten cents 
(10¢) per pound shall be imposed on any poundage over the maximum 
applicable weight; 
Gi) If the commissioner of transportation is formally notified by an 
appropriate federal officer that as a result of any provision of this 
subdivision (a)(7)(J) that Tennessee will lose federal funds, then such 
provision shall be void and inoperative. A loss of federal funds as a result 
of any provision of this subdivision (a)(7)(J) shall render the provision 
void and inoperative; 

(K) When a freight motor vehicle is registered under subdivision 
(a)(3)(A), as a combined farm and limited private use truck and being 
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operated commercially or as a commercial vehicle and is found in opera- 
tion in violation of subdivision (a)(3)(A), the owner shall be subject to 
assessment of a penalty by the department, which shall be twenty-five 
percent (25%) of the commercial license fee for the full year with no credit 
or rebate for any portion of the year in which a license is unused; 

(L) The penalties provided for in subdivision (a)(7), shall be waived 
upon submission within thirty (30) days to the commissioner, of proof that 
the vehicle has been properly registered in the appropriate classification 
and payment of a two hundred dollar ($200) administrative fee, and no 
citation shall be issued for a violation of subdivision (a)(7)(C), (a)(7)(B), 


(a)(7)(F), or (a)(7)(J). 


(b) There shall be added to all the vehicle registration taxes imposed by this 
section a two and one-half percent (2.5%) increase, rounding to the nearest fifty 
cents (50¢), which shall be designated as the department of safety’s safety 
inspection fee pursuant to § 65-15-112. This safety inspection fee shall not 
apply to a vehicle registering pursuant to subdivision (a)(3). This safety 
inspection fee shall be collected as a part of the vehicle registration taxes 
required by this section, and shall not be used for any purpose other than to 
fund the motor vehicle safety enforcement activities of the department of 


safety. 


History. 

Acts 1939, ch. 105, §§ 2, 3; 1941, ch. 84, §§ 1, 
2; 1945, ch. 164, §§ 1, 2; mod. C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 2680.75 (Williams, §§ 1166.29, 1166.30); 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 85; 1953, ch. 3, §§ 1-3; 
1955, ch. 52, §§ 1, 2; impl. am. Acts 1955, ch. 
69, § 1; Acts 1957, ch. 182, § 1; 1957, ch. 284, 
§ 1;impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; Acts 1959, 
ch. :60;°8 °T; 1959 "en? 24 7°97 15 1959>"chi "267; 
§§ 1, 2; 1961, ch. 200, § 1; 1963, ch. 103, § 1; 
1967, ch. 122, § 1; 1967, ch. 218, § 2; 1969, ch. 
O24. 8Sal. 2 LOO cn, oo lowe 2) 171. Ch. UL. 
§ 1; 1972, ch. 499, § 1; 1972, ch. 518, § 8; 1972, 
ch. 540, § 8; 1972, ch. 620, § 1; 1973, ch. 97, 
§§ 1-3; 1973, ch. 396, § 1; 1974, ch. 747, § 1; 
1976, ch. 390, § 1; 1976, ch. 765, § 1; 1976, ch. 
788,90 LOTT Che e2s So Fe to7 Tt: chao, et 1 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-423; Acts 1981, ch. 448, 
§ 2; 1981, ch. 535, § 4; 1983, ch. 206, § 1; 1983, 
ch. 319, § 1; 1983, ch. 376, § 1; 1983, ch. 480, 
§ 1; 1984, ch. 733, § 1; 1986, ch. 540, § 1; 1987, 
ch. 140, § 1; 1987, ch. 425, §§ 4, 5; 1988, ch. 
817, § 4; 1998, ch. 142, §§ 2-4; 1993, ch. 327, 
§ 10; 1995, ch. 282, § 2; 1995, ch. 305, § 110; 
1999, ch. 98, §§ 5-10; 2001, ch. 166, § 1; 2002, 
ch. 856, §§ 8d-8i; 2004, ch. 501, § 1; 2007, ch. 
484, § 36; 2013, ch. 183, § 2; 2017, ch. 181, 
§§ 6-11; 2018, ch. 808, §§ 1-6. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For transfer of the responsibilities of the 
motor vehicle enforcement staff under this sec- 
tion, from the department of revenue to the 
department of safety, see Executive Order No. 
48 (February 11, 1983). 

Acts 1999, ch. 98, § 15, provided that it was 
the intent of that act that any registration 


issued prior to January 1, 2000, shall remain 
valid until its expiration. 

Acts 2002, ch. 856, § 8(0) provided that not- 
withstanding any provision of law to the con- 
trary, all revenues attributable to statutory 
changes effectuated by the provisions of § 8 of 
that act shall be deposited exclusively in the 
state’s general fund and shall be allocated for 
general state purposes in accordance with the 
provisions of the General Appropriations Act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 856, § 13 provided that no 
expenditure of public funds pursuant to that 
act shall be made in violation of the provisions 
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
codified in 42 U.S.C. § 2000d. 

Acts 2017, ch. 181, § 1 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall be known 
and may be cited as the “Improving Manufac- 
turing, Public Roads and Opportunities for a 
Vibrant Economy (IMPROVE) Act” or the “2017 
Tax Cut Act.” 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 29, 29.1. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Registration of school bus owned by a private 
contractor and operated under contract with 
the county to provide transportation to stu- 
dents attending county schools. OAG 15-53, 
2015 Tenn. AG LEXIS 53 (6/25/15). 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Constitutionality. 
2. Penalties. 


1. Constitutionality. 

The 1953 amendment was not unconstitu- 
tional because it referred alone to the sections 
of the 1950 Code Supplement without addi- 
tional language. Donahoo v. Mason & Dixon 
Lines, Inc., 199 Tenn. 145, 285 S.W.2d 125, 


violation of the gross weight limitation set forth 
in § 55-7-203 does not apply to overweight 
freight motor vehicles operating with special 
zone licenses authorized by subdivision (a)(7), 
as the reregistration requirement and two-year 
prohibition against special licensing provided 
by this section was intended to be the exclusive 
penalty for such licensees. Woods v. Phillips, 
558 S.W.2d 825, 1977 Tenn. LEXIS 661 (Tenn. 
1977). 


1955 Tenn. LEXIS 438 (1955). 


2. Penalties. 
The penalty provided for in § 55-5-114 for 


55-4-114. Maximum gross weight and ownership displayed on certain 
vehicles. 


(a) The declared maximum gross weight, including motor vehicle and load, 
shall be painted with durable paint in letters and figures. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed as a grant of authority for the 
use on the public highways of the state of any motor vehicle that now is or may 
hereafter by law be prohibited from such use. 

(c)(1) There shall be displayed on both sides of the power unit of each freight 

motor vehicle the name or trade name and address of the motor carrier 

under whose authority the vehicle is being operated, and an identifying 
company number of the vehicle; provided, the requirement for an identifying 
number shall not apply to a carrier owning and operating one (1) vehicle. 

(2) The display of name and number shall be in letters and figures in 
sharp color contrast to the background and be of a size, color, and shape that 
is readily legible during daylight hours, from a distance of fifty feet (50’) 
while the vehicle is not in motion, and the display shall be kept and 
maintained in a manner as to remain so legible. 

(3) If desired, displays may be accomplished through use of a removable 
device so prepared and displayed as otherwise to meet the identification, 
legibility, and display location requirements of this subsection (c). 

(4) Nothing in this subsection (c) shall prohibit the display of any 
additional information that is not inconsistent with this subsection (c). 

(5) This subsection (c) shall not be applicable to vehicles having a licensed 
or actual weight of thirty-five thousand pounds (35,000 lbs.) or less and 
operating not for hire solely intrastate. 


ch. 109, § 1; 1972, ch. 518, § 9; 1973, ch. 326, 
§ 8; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-424; Acts 1999, ch. 
289, § 1. 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 85 (Williams, 
§ 5538.185); Acts 1955, ch. 52, §§ 9, 13; 1955, 


55-4-115. “Temporary operation permits,” “trip permit” and “tempo- 
rary trailer permit” defined — Issuance — Fees. 


(a)(1) As used in this section, “temporary operation permit” means a permit 
which the commissioner or the commissioner’s designee is authorized to 
issue to an applicant desiring to operate a motor vehicle, otherwise subject 
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to registration in Tennessee, over the streets and highways of this state for 
a temporary period of thirty (30) days, where it appears that the proposed 
operation is actually temporary in character. The fee for this issuance shall 
be ten dollars ($10.00). The commissioner or the commissioner’s designee 
shall also have the authority to issue one (1) additional temporary operation 
permit for a period of thirty (30) days upon payment of an additional fee of 
ten dollars ($10.00). The commissioner or the commissioner’s designee is 
authorized to prescribe by regulation the method by which temporary 
operation permits shall be issued. In the event the permits are issued 
through the offices of the county clerks of the state, out of the ten-dollar 
issuance fee the clerks shall retain as compensation for services a fee of four 
dollars and fifty cents ($4.50) and shall remit the remaining five dollars and 
fifty cents ($5.50) to the commissioner or the commissioner’s designee. 

(2) Atemporary operation permit shall not be renewed or another permit 
issued to cover the operation of the same motor vehicle except upon the 
written authorization of the commissioner or the commissioner’s designee. 
The commissioner or the commissioner’s designee is authorized to refuse the 
issuance of a temporary operation permit when it appears that any owner of 
a motor vehicle is using the permit as a subterfuge to avoid registering the 
motor vehicle. 

(3) Any person operating a motor vehicle on a temporary operation permit 
which has expired or in violation of the terms thereof commits a Class C 
misdemeanor and, in addition, shall be required to register the vehicle 
concerned with the department, and the arresting officer shall not permit 
the vehicle to leave the officer’s charge or custody until the proper registra- 
tion thereof has been effected. 

(4) Any person who has properly registered a vehicle under § 55-4- 
113(a)(3), who shall desire to operate the vehicle within an increased gross 
weight class for the bona fide and actual seasonal or temporary transporta- 
tion of horticultural, agricultural, dairy products or livestock, but not 
including manufactured products thereof, from the farm or point of produc- 
tion to the first market or for bringing seed, feed and fertilizer to the owner’s 
farm may do so by obtaining a temporary operation permit for these 
operations. 

(5) The permit fees for the several gross weight classes shall be as follows: 


BG, QOO Dai 1 sain hui ash it a ANS wee os fae ates Wo gran aes bane ty cola apes ene $2.75 
AO DOO Lie amas ls OE en IN a neti atm Oh ie bag Yat el cit tia Ta eA ae 8.25 
ZOO O LDS ies cea ne arc dorae + abe aleysa/eiayetele Peet RIE TU col ie eect chilly dakard Canes 11.00 
SOOO TD SING iN: MeL AME iat MUD ESE Cuan ware a eke wel coment eee 14.30 
DOOD SAKURA MMMM el ue lel <u bina bode eeled ves \ evar 16.50 
AATOOM OS ae Seine es we av te ecto Cs te Peer ete cae tas Oe ak ames Cathe rarrenas 55.00 
SO OOO MDS os caeia tail ae are acc a a eMeaataNnte its eC nme Rata tl Ope a Mn fn 71.50 
GE DOO Tea i a due akk ei. ei ie eS ai le A Aiea a 82.50 
hig OOO Lins iis. ar cc's afar piel taal ala, nA stun le pcos Bethke atts cls eid ey 2 99.00 
SOOO BB) 2. A MAT aE RR PUR EDR ny RN AP eri ea 115.50 


(6) Each temporary operation permit shall be issued for a period of thirty 
(30) consecutive calendar days and shall be renewable to the permittee for the 
vehicle for which it was issued upon proper application with remittance for the 
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permit. No permit shall be issued for any vehicle with three (3) or more axles, 
except that such vehicle shall be properly licensed for the maximum weight 
class in the special licensing classification described in § 55-4-113(a)(3). No 
permit shall be issued for a vehicle that would allow a gross weight exceeding 
the axle configuration allowance established by § 55-4-113(a)(7)(A). 

(7) Seasonal or temporary permits shall be issued by the commissioner or 
the commissioner’s agents. The permit shall be issued on forms to be 
prescribed by the commissioner, and the permit shall authorize the owner to 
operate the motor vehicle in the weight class identified for the period of time 
therein prescribed; provided, that the person, owner or operator complies 
with all other requirements of law respecting the operation. 

(8) Five (5) permits may be issued for a vehicle during a twelve-month 
period. 

(9) If more than five (5) permits have been issued during a twelve-month 
period, as shown by the department’s records, the commissioner shall 
immediately cause the vehicle for which the permits were issued to be 
reregistered in the highest weight class for which any permit was issued 
during the twelve-month period. 

(10) Any person operating under this section and § 55-4-113(a)(3), who is 
found to be in violation of load limits, may not purchase a permit, but shall 
reregister the vehicle in violation for the weight class, as established in 
§ 55-4-113(a)(1), in which that person is operating at the time of the 
violation. 

(11)(A) In lieu of or in addition to any other permit authorized by this 
section, to expedite and facilitate, during the harvesting season, the 
harvesting and marketing of farm products produced in this state, the 
department is authorized to issue to a nonresident owner a thirty-day 
temporary registration permit for any truck, truck tractor, trailer or 
semitrailer to be used in the movement of the farm commodities from the 
place of production to market, storage or railhead, not more than seventy- 
five (75) miles distant from the place of production, or to be used in the 
movement of machinery used to harvest any of the commodities named in 
this section. 

(B) To expedite and facilitate, during the harvesting season, the har- 
vesting and movement of farm products produced outside of Tennessee but 
marketed or processed in Tennessee or moved to points in Tennessee for 
shipment, the department is authorized to issue to a nonresident owner a 
thirty-day temporary registration permit for any truck, truck tractor, 
trailer or semitrailer to be used in the movement of the farm commodities 
from the point of entry into Tennessee to market, storage, processing plant 
or railhead not more than eighty (80) miles distant from the point of entry 
into Tennessee. All mileages and distances referred to in this subdivision 
(a)(11) are state highway mileages. 

(C) The department is authorized to prescribe the form of the applica- 
tion and the information to be furnished in the application for the 
temporary registration permits. If the application is granted, the depart- 
ment shall issue a special distinguishing insignia which must be attached 
to the vehicle in lieu of the regular registration plates. The special insignia 
shall show its expiration date. The temporary registration permit fee shall 
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be one-twelfth ("/,,) of the annual registration fee for the vehicle for which 
the special permit is secured. 
(D) The temporary permits authorized in this section shall be issued 
only when the vehicle for which the permit is issued is legally registered 
in the nonresident owner’s home state or county for the current registra- 
tion year; and the temporary registration permit will remain valid only so 
long as the home state or county registration is valid; but in any event the 
temporary registration permit will expire thirty (30) days from the date of 
issuance. No more than three (3) temporary registration permits may be 
issued to a nonresident owner during any one (1) vehicle registration year. 
A vehicle registered under the terms of this subsection (a) may not be 
operated after the expiration of the temporary permit, unless the nonresi- 
dent owner secures a second temporary permit as provided above, or 
unless the nonresident owner registers the vehicle under the appropriate 
vehicular registration statutes, applicable to residents, for the remainder 
of the registration year. 
(EK) Any person who transports any of the commodities described in this 
subsection (a), under a temporary permit provided for in this section, to a 
market, place of storage, processing plant or railhead that is a greater 
distance from the place of production of the commodity in this state, or the 
point of entry into the state than is provided for the temporary permit, or 
follows a route other than that prescribed by the commissioner, shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more 
than two hundred dollars ($200). 
(b)(1) As used in this section, “trip permit” means a permit that the 
commissioner or the commissioner’s designee is authorized to issue to a 
person desiring to operate a freight motor vehicle over the streets and 
highways of this state, registered in a state, province or foreign country that 
imposes upon freight motor vehicles registered in this state, a tax, fee or toll 
for the privilege of operating the vehicles upon the highways of that state, 
province or foreign country, in addition to a registration fee and any tax, fee 
or toll imposed upon gasoline or other motor fuel purchased within that 
state, province or foreign country. A trip permit shall authorize one (1) trip 
into this state and shall become invalid either upon exiting this state or upon 
the expiration of seventy-two (72) hours after entry into this state, which- 
ever occurs first. The fee for the issuance of trip permits shall be either 
fifteen dollars ($15.00) or a fee equivalent to and computed and applied in 
the same manner as the tax, fee or toll of the other state, province or foreign 
country so long as the tax, fee or toll imposed by the other state, province or 
foreign country shall remain in force. This requirement for a trip permit 
shall not be construed to be in lieu of the temporary operation permit 
provided in subsection (a). The trip permit may be issued in addition to the 
temporary operation permit when the latter is necessary for licensing the 
movement of an otherwise unlicensed vehicle. This requirement for a trip 
permit shall apply only with respect to freight motor vehicles having a gross 
weight of twenty-six thousand pounds (26,000 lbs.) or more. 

(2) The commissioner is authorized to enter into reciprocal agreements 
with appropriate officials of any other state, province or foreign country 
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wherein such commissioner may agree to and waive all or any part of the 
tax, fee or toll herein imposed for the issuance of a trip permit in consider- 
ation of a similar waiver by such state, province or foreign country. 

(c) Any revenue generated from the increase in fees pursuant to chapter 418 
of the of the Public Acts of 1985 shall be deposited in the state general fund. 
(d) “Temporary trailer permit” means a permit that the commissioner is 

authorized to issue to an applicant desiring to operate a motor vehicle using a 

trailer that is not subject to registration in this state, over the streets and 

highways of this state for a temporary period of no more than five (5) days, 


where it appears that the proposed operation is actually temporary in 


character. The fee for this issuance shall be nine dollars ($9.00). 


History. 

Acts 1939, ch. 105, § 8; 1941, ch. 66, § 3; 
mod. C. Supp. 1950, § 2680.77 (Williams, 
§ 1166.35); Acts 1957, ch. 408, § 1; impl. am. 
Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; Acts 1969, ch. 105, §§ 1, 
2; 1970,"ch: 478, § 1; 1972, chiv822, $1; impl: 
am. Acts 1978, ch. 134, §§ 22, 36; T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), § 59-425; Acts 1983, ch. 206, § 2; 1985, ch. 
418, §§ 1, 2, 4; 1988, ch. 815, § 1; 1994, ch. 879, 
pee0; 2001,-ch. 233, $8. 5,6; 2002, ch, 856, 
8§ 8j, 8k; 2007, ch. 484, § 37; 2008, ch. 924, 
§ 6; 2008, ch. 1007, § 2; 2008, ch. 1144, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For transfer of the responsibilities of the 
motor vehicle enforcement staff under this sec- 
tion, from the department of revenue to the 
department of safety, see Executive Order No. 
48 (February 11, 1983). 

Chapter 418 of the Public Acts of 1985, re- 
ferred to in this section, amended this section 
and former § 67-3-706. 

The division of motor vehicles was trans- 
ferred from the department of revenue to the 
department of safety by Executive Order No. 37 
(June 29, 1990). 

Acts 2001, ch. 233, § 10 provided: “The 
additional revenue generated from the addi- 


tional temporary operation fees and permits 
authorized in § 55-4-115(a)(1) and the addi- 
tional temporary plate fees and permits autho- 
rized in § 55-4-221(c)(4) shall be deposited in 
the alcohol and drug addiction treatment fund 
provided in § 40-33-211 and shall not be in- 
cluded in the general fund.” 

Acts 2002, ch. 856, § 8(0) provided that not- 
withstanding any provision of law to the con- 
trary, all revenues attributable to statutory 
changes effectuated by the provisions of § 8 of 
that act shall be deposited exclusively in the 
state’s general fund and shall be allocated for 
general state purposes in accordance with the 
provisions of the General Appropriations Act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 856, § 13 provided that no 
expenditure of public funds pursuant to that 
act shall be made in violation of the provisions 
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
codified in 42 U.S.C. § 2000d. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Seizures. 

Seizing an unregistered vehicle without a 
warrant may be justified and not an unreason- 
able seizure under U.S. Const., amend. 14, 
when it is being operated on the streets or 
highways. Lee v. Ladd, 834 S.W.2d 323, 1992 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 232 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1992). 


Towing an unregistererd car to the impound- 
ment lot gave the government the opportunity 
to make sure the registration laws had been 
satisfied before releasing the car, pursuant to 
T.C.A. § 55-4-115(a)(3). Lee v. Ladd, 834 
S.W.2d 323, 1992 Tenn. App. LEXIS 232 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1992). 


55-4-116. Additional registration fee for electric vehicles. 


(a) In addition to all other motor vehicle registration fees prescribed by law, 
in the case of electric vehicles, there shall be paid to the department at the time 
the vehicle is registered or renewed an additional registration fee in the 
amount of one hundred dollars ($100). 

(b) For purposes of this section, “electric vehicle” means a passenger or 
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commercial motor vehicle with an electric motor as its sole means of propul- 
sion; provided, however, that “electric vehicle” does not include a “low speed 
vehicle” as defined in § 55-1-122 or a “medium speed vehicle” as defined in 
§ 55-1-125. 


History. may be cited as the “Improving Manufacturing, 

Acts 2017, ch. 181, § 3. Public Roads and Opportunities for a Vibrant 

SENSE Economy (IMPROVE) Act” or the “2017 Tax Cut 
Compiler’s Notes. Neu 


Acts 2017, ch. 181, § 1 provided that the act, 
which enacted this section, shall be known and 


55-4-117. Registration fees for dealers, manufacturers and transport- 
ers — Dealer plates for use on trucks — Lost plates. 


(a)(1) Any manufacturer, transporter or dealer may make application to the 
department for a certificate containing a general distinguishing number and 
for one (1) or more special plates, as are provided for in § 55-4-226. The fee 
for the master plate shall be at the rate of twice the amount of the annual 
registration fee for a passenger motor vehicle as prescribed in § 55-4-111, 
and the charge for additional plates shall be at a rate equal in amount to the 
annual fee for passenger motor vehicles. 

(2) Each dealership shall be limited to two hundred twenty-five (225) 
dealer plates. The fee to replace lost plates shall be the same rate as provided 
for obtaining the plate initially issued. The fee to replace a mutilated or 
defaced plate shall be the same as the fee for replacing any other plate; 
provided, that the mutilated or defaced plate is surrendered to the clerk. 
(b)(1) Any dealer engaged in the sale of trucks at retail may make applica- 
tion to the department for a certificate for special dealer plates for use on 
trucks being operated for demonstration purposes or loaned temporarily to a 
prospective customer to be tested under load conditions over the highways of 
the state. The fee for the registration plates shall be at the rate of three 
hundred fifty-seven dollars and fifty cents ($357.50) per set for the licensing 
year. No dealer shall purchase more than seven (7) sets of the special plates 
in any one (1) year. The fee for a plate to replace any lost plate authorized in 
this section shall be the same as provided for the plate initially issued, and 
the replacement fee for a mutilated or defaced plate shall be one dollar 
($1.00); provided, that this mutilated or defaced plate is surrendered to the 
clerk. These special registration plates shall contain some wording, marking 
or coloring so as to be readily distinguishable from all other registration 
plates issued by the state, and shall not be required to bear county numerical 
prefixes. 

(2) No truck dealer shall permit special registration plates to be used by 
any person except one who is a prospective purchaser of the truck or an 
employee of the dealer. A truck dealer may authorize by contract a nonprofit 
organization whose sole purpose is to distribute food to the needy to use one 
(1) of its trucks with special registration plates to transport food from the 
location of a wholesale grocery distributor to the nonprofit organization’s 
own place of operation. While the purchaser in using the truck for a 
reasonable time may operate the truck in the normal course of business, it 
is unlawful for the dealer to charge, receive or collect any rental fee or other 
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consideration from or on behalf of the prospective customer for the use of the 
truck for the time it shall be operated with the special registration plates. 
Any violation of this subdivision (b)(2) constitutes grounds for the revocation 
of all the special registration plates issued to or owned by the dealer. 

(3) The county clerk shall be entitled to a fee of two dollars ($2.00) for 
issuing each plate; provided, that the clerk shall only be entitled to receive 
a maximum of ten dollars ($10.00) a day from any one (1) dealer. 


History. 

Acts 1951,. ch. 70, . §,88 . (Williams, 
§ 5538.188); Acts 1955, ch. 52, § 11; impl. am. 
Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; Acts 1959, ch. 61, § 1; 
1967, ch. 218; § 3; 1974, chy 145; §.1:;1972, ch. 
518, § 10; 1972, ch. 529, § 1; impl. am. Acts 
1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-427; Acts 1984, ch. 560, § 1; 1984, ch. 692, 
§ 1; 1988, ch. 816, §§ 3-5; 1994, ch. 922, § 4; 
2002, ch. 856, § 8/; 2007, ch. 484, § 115; 2008, 
ch. 924, § 7; 2009, ch. 530, § 123; 2018, ch. 
1028, § 52. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2002, ch. 856, § 8(0) provided that not- 


withstanding any provision of law to the con- 
trary, all revenues attributable to statutory 
changes effectuated by the provisions of § 8 of 
that act shall be deposited exclusively in the 
state’s general fund and shall be allocated for 
general state purposes in accordance with the 
provisions of the General Appropriations Act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 856, § 13 provided that no 
expenditure of public funds pursuant to that 
act shall be made in violation of the provisions 
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
codified in 42 U.S.C. § 2000d. 


55-4-118. Transfer of registered vehicle by owner — Death of owner. 


(a) Whenever the owner of a registered vehicle transfers or assigns the 
owner’s title or interest to the vehicle, the registration of the vehicle shall 
expire. 

(b) The owner shall remove the registration plate or plates from the vehicle 
and may have the plates assigned to another vehicle, as provided in § 55-4- 
101, except upon the death of the owner of a registered vehicle, the registration 
shall remain in effect until the end of the license year unless the ownership 
passes or is transferred to a person other than the surviving spouse before the 


end of that year. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 47. (Williams, 
§ 5538.147); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 8; 1955, ch. 
52, § 12; 1963, ch. 328, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-433. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 31 provided that, not- 
withstanding §§ 55-4-101, 55-4-118 or 55-4- 
119, if any holder of a Handicapped Veteran 
plate issued prior to May 19, 2014, pursuant to 


§ 55-4-318, as that section existed prior to May 
19, 2014, sells or otherwise transfers the hold- 
er’s title or interest in the vehicle to which the 
plate is registered, then the plate shall expire 
and not be transferred or reassigned to another 
vehicle, and the holder shall surrender the 
plate to the department. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 29. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Transfer of Vehicles. 
2. —Successor Corporations. 


1. Transfer of Vehicles. 

In determining whether ownership of a mo- 
tor vehicle was transferred in a situation where 
the requirements of the Tennessee Motor Ve- 


hicle Title and Registration Law were not com- 
plied with, this section at most might be a 
circumstance reflecting the intent of the parties 
if it could be shown that they knew of the 
statute and did not comply with it. Mercado v. 
Travelers Ins. Co., 59 Tenn. App. 741, 443 
S.W.2d 819, 1969 Tenn. App. LEXIS 352 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1969). 


55-4-119 


2. —Successor Corporations. 

Failure of assistant commissioner of finance 
(now commissioner of revenue) to insist on 
payment of registration fees upon merger of 
former corporation with taxpayer corporation 
would not estop commissioner from insisting 
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that operating experience of predecessor corpo- 
ration was inapplicable to taxpayer corporation 
in apportioning registration fees under § 55-4- 
122. Tennessee Trailways, Inc. v. Butler, 213 
Tenn. 136, 373 S.W.2d 201, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 
337 (1963). 


55-4-119. Transfer by operation of law. 


(a) Upon any transfer of title or interest of an owner in or to a registered 
vehicle to another otherwise than by voluntary transfer, the new owner may 
secure a new registration and certificate of title upon the payment of all proper 
fees by any one (1) of the following methods: 

(1) By proper application and upon presentation of either the last certifi- 
cate of title, or a bill of sale properly endorsed by the former owner and duly 
assigned to the new owner, as provided in §$ 55-3-118 and 55-4-101; 

(2) Where the motor vehicle has been advertised and sold under any 
conditional sales contract, or other lien which shall be noted on the then 
outstanding certificate of title without the necessity of judicial proceedings, 
a new certificate of title and registration may be obtained by the new owner 
upon an application therefor regularly filed, accompanied by an affidavit 
made by the lienor, stating that the motor vehicle has been repossessed and 
sold under and by virtue of the terms of the lien and the law applicable 
thereto, together with the outstanding certificate of title, if available, and 
any other additional information as may be reasonably required by the 
commissioner; 

(3) Where the motor vehicle has been sold under and by virtue of an order 
of any court, or by virtue of an execution duly issued by any court or its clerk, 
the new owner will be entitled to a certificate of title and registration thereof 
upon an application therefor, being duly filed together with a certified copy 
of the court order or execution, showing the return thereon, an affidavit of 
the person who shall actually sell the motor vehicle by virtue of the court 
order or execution that the sale has been conducted in a legal and proper 
manner and in accordance with the terms of the lien contract, and if sold 
under a lien, noted on the certificate of title, together with the certificate of 
title, if available, and such other information as may be reasonably required 
by the commissioner; or 

(4) By any other means as may be provided for by the reasonable rules 
and regulations of the commissioner. 

(b) No title transferred by virtue of any of the means set out in subsection (a) 
shall pass better or greater title to the purchaser than could have been 
conveyed and assigned by the certificated title holder when joined in the 
transfer or assignment by the lienor at whose instance the motor vehicle is 
being sold, if being sold for the satisfaction of a lien noted on the certificate of 
title, to an innocent purchaser for value. 

(c) Where the holder or owner of a conditional sales contract has possession 
of the then outstanding certificate of title and becomes the purchaser of the 
motor vehicle at such sale and holds the vehicle for resale and operates the 
same under special plates as may be issued under § 55-4-226, to dealers for 
purposes of demonstrating or selling the vehicle, the purchaser at the sale 
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shall not be required to obtain a new registration of the vehicle or be required 
to obtain a new certificate of title, but upon transferring interest or title to 
another person shall execute an affidavit stating that the motor vehicle has 
been repossessed and sold under and by virtue of the terms of the conditional 
sales contract and the law applicable to the conditional sales contract and that 
this person became the purchaser of the motor vehicle, and the affidavit and 
the then outstanding certificate of title shall be delivered to the person as the 
new owner, and the new owner may secure a new registration and certificate 
of title. 

(d) Where no certificate of title has been issued by the state or by any other 
state in connection with any such motor vehicle as may be sold or otherwise 
disposed of as provided in subdivision (a)(2), and where the lienor is a financial 
institution authorized to do business in the state and subject to supervision by 
the commissioner of commerce and insurance, the commissioner of financial 
institutions, or the comptroller of the currency of the United States, then the 
commissioner shall accept, in lieu of a certificate of title and in lieu of the 
affidavit specified in subdivision (a)(2), the following: 

(1) An affidavit made by the lienor setting forth: 
(A) The name and last known address of the former owner; 
(B) That no certificate of title has been issued in connection with the 
motor vehicle, to the best of lienor’s information and belief; 
(C) That the lien instrument held by lienor evidences a valid and 
enforceable lien in the lienor’s favor; 
(D) That the motor vehicle was repossessed and sold under and by 
virtue of the terms of the lien and the law applicable thereto; 
(KE) The balance owing which is secured by the lien; and 
(F) The exhibit of a true copy of the lien instrument, together with any 
assignment thereof if applicable; and 
(2) A bond executed by the lienor, without sureties, in a penal sum equal 
to the value of the motor vehicle, payable to the state of Tennessee, and 
conditioned to hold the state harmless from any liability or damages which 
might arise in connection with the issuance of a new registration and 
certificate of title. For purposes of this subdivision (d)(2), it shall be 
presumed, in the absence of a contrary showing, that the value of the motor 
vehicle is equal to the balance owing which is secured by the lien instrument. 

Where the affidavit and bond specified in this subdivision (d)(2) are filed by 

a lienor, that lienor shall pay to the department, in addition to all other fees 

which may be required, a fee of five dollars ($5.00). 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 51 (Williams, 
§ 5538.151); Acts 1955, ch. 342, § 1; 1967, ch. 
392, § 1; impl. am. Acts 1971, ch. 187, § 2; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-434; Acts 2007, ch. 484, 
§ 38; 2018, ch. 1023, § 52. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 31 provided that, not- 
withstanding §§ 55-4-101, 55-4-118 or 55-4- 


119, if any holder of a Handicapped Veteran 
plate issued prior to May 19, 2014, pursuant to 
§ 55-4-318, as that section existed prior to May 
19, 2014, sells or otherwise transfers the hold- 
er’s title or interest in the vehicle to which the 
plate is registered, then the plate shall expire 
and not be transferred or reassigned to another 
vehicle, and the holder shall surrender the 
plate to the department. 
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55-4-120. Limited exemption of nonresident owners from registration 
— Registration required when transporting for hire. 


(a)(1)(A) A nonresident owner of any regularly licensed passenger motor 
vehicle not operated for hire registered in any state or territory of the 
United States, Canada or Mexico may have the privilege of operating upon 
the public roads of this state for a period of thirty (30) consecutive days, 
plus such additional period of time as a resident of Tennessee would be 
permitted to operate passenger vehicles not for hire over the highways of 
the state of the nonresident. 

(B) In the event the commissioner finds that another state has failed to 
extend the benefits of reciprocity to a resident of this state for a period of 
more than thirty (30) days, the commissioner is authorized to deny the 
privileges of reciprocity to vehicles registered in the other state for any 
period of time in excess of thirty (30) days. 

(C) An owner or operator who operates in this state shall not be entitled 
to reciprocity for a period in excess of thirty (30) days; provided, that any 
personnel of the army, navy, marine corps or air force stationed in this 
state, whose motor vehicle is properly registered in that person’s state of 
domicile, will not be required to reregister the vehicle in this state. 

(D) A nonresident owner of a foreign licensed private passenger auto- 
mobile, or a pickup or panel truck, who operates the vehicle in this state 
solely as a means of transportation to and from a place of temporary 
employment shall be permitted to operate it without titling and paying 
registration fees and taxes in this state to the same extent as a resident of 
Tennessee, under similar circumstances, would be permitted to operate a 
like vehicle over the highways of the state of the residence of the 
nonresident pursuant to a reciprocity agreement. 

(2) A nonresident owner of any regular licensed or unlicensed mobile 
home or house trailer may have the privilege of occupying the mobile home 
or house trailer and traveling upon the public roads of this state for a period 
of sixty (60) consecutive days without the necessity of having to register the 
mobile home or house trailer in this state. If any such person remains in the 
state for any period of time in excess of sixty (60) consecutive days, the 
person will be required to register the mobile home or house trailer in the 
state. 

(b) A nonresident owner, having a valid foreign certificate of title and/or 
certificate of registration for a foreign vehicle, which is operated within this 
state for the transportation of persons or property for compensation, or for the 
transportation of merchandise, shall register and obtain a Tennessee certifi- 
cate of registration for the vehicle and pay the same fees as are required with 
reference to like vehicles owned by residents of this state, but shall not be 
required to surrender the foreign certificate of title, certificate of registration, 
or registration plate or plates, except during the pendency of the application, 
for a Tennessee certificate of registration, if the vehicle is to continue to remain 
registered in a foreign state as well as in this state; provided, that the 
nonresident owner of a foreign vehicle operated within the state for the 
transportation of persons or property for compensation or for the transporta- 
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tion of merchandise shall be permitted to operate the vehicle over the 
highways of this state without obtaining a certificate of registration or 
registration plate or plates or paying registration fees, to the same extent and 
for the same period of time as a resident of this state under similar circum- 
stances would be permitted to operate a vehicle over the highways of the state 
of the residence of the nonresident by reciprocity agreement. 
(c)(1) Every nonresident, including any foreign corporation carrying on 
business within this state and owning and regularly operating in such 
business any motor vehicle, within this state, shall be required to register 
and procure a Tennessee certificate of registration and registration plate or 
plates for each such vehicle and pay the same fees therefor as are required 
with reference to like vehicles owned by residents of this state. 
(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect, change or restrict 
the authority of the commissioner to enter into reciprocal agreements with 
other states in accordance with § 55-4-121. 


History. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; Acts 1963, ch. 143, § 9; 
mets 19515) ch." 70)4418 758. (Williams, . 1972°eh°5358° 2; 1976, chy 817 $''1; TC:A. 
§ 5538.158); Acts 1953, ch. 167,§ 11;impl.am. (orig. ed.), § 59-435; Acts 1995, ch. 305, § 111. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Registration in Foreign State Neces- plates issued by that state displayed. Edwards 
sary. v. Central Motor Co., 38 Tenn. App. 577, 277 
Nonresident cannot bring himself within the S.W.2d 413, 1954 Tenn. App. LEXIS 143 (Tenn. 
provisions of this section unless he has car Ct. App. 1954), affd, 198 Tenn. 50, 277 S.W.2d 
registered in his resident state with license 417, 1955 Tenn. LEXIS 343 (1955). 


55-4-121. Reciprocal agreements concerning nonresidents. 


(a) The commissioner is authorized to enter into reciprocal agreements with 
proper officials of other states under which agreements motor vehicles of 
nonresident owners properly licensed and bearing license tags or plates of 
those states may be operated over the highways of this state, and without 
being registered or licensed in the state; provided, that this section shall not 
warrant the commissioner in entering into any agreement with the officials of 
any other state that does not grant like privileges to citizens of Tennessee 
operating motor vehicles in that state or states. 

(b)(1) The commissioner may likewise enter into agreements or arrange- 

ments with the duly authorized representatives of other jurisdictions relat- 

ing to the proportional registration of commercial vehicles in interstate or 
combined interstate and intrastate commerce. The apportionment may be 
made on a basis commensurate with and determined on the miles traveled 
on and use made of the highways of this state as compared with the miles 
traveled on and use made of other jurisdictions’ highways or any other 
equitable basis of apportionment. The commissioner may require that any 
remittance for proportional registration of commercial vehicles, pursuant to 
the agreements, be in the form of cash, cashier’s check, certified check, or 
money order, and that any other remittance will be rejected and returned. 

The commissioner may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations as shall 

be necessary to effectuate and administer the provisions contained in this 


55-4-121 


section. 
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(2) The commissioner is further authorized to establish a system of 
registration renewals for these vehicles at alternative intervals during the 
calendar year that will allow for the distribution of the registration workload 
as uniformly as practicable throughout the year. This registration renewal 
system shall be established by rules promulgated by the commissioner 
pursuant to the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, 


chapter 5. 


History. 

Acts 193 fwehi242.e8u bi) 1943 ch. D6.49,0 13 
mod. C. Supp. 1950, § 2680.48 (Williams, 
§§ 1152.7a, 5501.14a); impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 
9, § 14; Acts 1972, ch. 504, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), § 59-4386; Acts 1983, ch. 206, § 4; impl. 
am. Acts 1995, ch. 305, § 30; Acts 1996, ch. 649, 
§ 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Until July 1, 1996, with respect to persons 
and motor vehicles of the character covered by 


title 65, chapter 15, the chair of the public 
service commission shall participate in the ne- 
gotiations of reciprocal agreements, as formerly 
provided in § 65-15-118. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 29; 5 Tenn. Juris., Carriers, § 58. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Constitutionality. 

. Strict Construction. 

. Application to Trucking Company. 
. City License Fees. 


ea iP COD 


. Constitutionality. 

This statute is not unconstitutional as an 
attempted delegation of legislative power and 
an agreement made pursuant thereto is not 
illegal as being in conflict with the general 
registration laws. Marshall v. State, 180 Tenn. 
9,171 S.W.2d 269, 1943 Tenn. LEXIS 18 (1948). 

This section is not violative of the due process 
and law of the land provisions of the state and 
federal constitutions since regulation of the use 
of highways is within plenary power of the 
general assembly. Donahoo v. Mason & Dixon 
Lines, Inc., 199 Tenn. 145, 285 S.W.2d 125, 
1955 Tenn. LEXIS 438 (1955). 

This section was not violative of Tenn. Const., 
art. I, § 1, on ground that it was for public 
injury and not public welfare and contrary to 
purpose of government since general assembly 
was acting within its discretion in regulation of 
use of highways. Donahoo v. Mason & Dixon 
Lines, Inc., 199 Tenn. 145, 285 S.W.2d 125, 
1955 Tenn. LEXIS 438 (1955). 

This section is not violative of Tenn. Const., 
art. II, § 28, on ground that it grants special 
privileges and immunities to one small group 
since it applies to all persons who can bring 
themselves within its provisions. Donahoo v. 
Mason & Dixon Lines, Inc., 199 Tenn. 145, 285 
S.W.2d 125, 1955 Tenn. LEXIS 438 (1955). 


2. Strict Construction. 

In a suit by taxpayer claiming exemption 
from payment of motor vehicle registration fees 
by virtue of reciprocal agreement between Ten- 
nessee and Indiana the taxing statute and 
agreement will be construed strictly against 
taxpayer. Silver Fleet Motor Express, Inc. v. 
Carson, 188 Tenn. 338, 219 S.W.2d 199, 1949 
Tenn. LEXIS 345 (1949). 


3. Application to Trucking Company. 
Trucking company which kept stock book 
records and held annual stockholders meeting 
at Seymour, Indiana where it had a small office 
manned by three employees was not entitled to 
exemption from registration tax by virtue of 
reciprocal agreement between Tennessee and 
Indiana where evidence showed that it main- 
tained a large office in Louisville, Kentucky 
manned by 70 employees, designated Louisville 
as its main office on its literature, and had ina 
prior petition based on invalid agreement be- 
tween Tennessee and Kentucky designated 
Louisville as its main office. Silver Fleet Motor 
Express, Inc. v. Carson, 188 Tenn. 338, 219 
S.W.2d 199, 1949 Tenn. LEXIS 345 (1949). 


4, City License Fees. 

The charter provisions of the City of Chatta- 
nooga under which it enacted an ordinance 
imposing a license fee on passenger automo- 
biles using the streets of the city were not 
repealed by implication or superseded by the 
provisions of this statute or by a reciprocal 
agreement made pursuant thereto by the state 
commissioner of finance and taxation (now rev- 
enue) with the officials of the state of Georgia. 
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DeLay v. Chattanooga, 180 Tenn. 316, 174 
S.W.2d 929, 1943 Tenn. LEXIS 17 (19483). 

The city itself is charged with the duty of 
constructing and maintaining its streets and 
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revenue) is without authority under this stat- 
ute to contract with reference to the use 
thereof. DeLay v. Chattanooga, 180 Tenn. 316, 
174 §.W.2d 929, 1943 Tenn. LEXIS 17 (1943). 


the commissioner of finance and taxation (now 


55-4-122. Interstate carriers — Registration costs — Regulations — 
Special handling fee. 


(a) The commissioner is authorized and directed to apportion the costs of 
registration plates, as provided in §§ 55-4-111 and 55-4-112, to interstate 
motor carriers of passengers operating a fleet of two (2) or more vehicles under 
the authority of the interstate commerce commission, so that the total cost of 
such registration bears the same proportion to the registration costs provided 
in §§ 55-4-111 and 55-4-112 as the total number of miles operated in Tennessee 
by the fleet of the carrier registered in Tennessee during the preceding year 
bears to the total number of miles operated by the fleet during that year. 

(b) The commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations as 
may be necessary to effectuate this apportionment. 

(c) In addition to the costs of registration plates provided for in subsection 
(a), there shall be levied a special handling fee of four dollars ($4.00) on each 
vehicle registered within the state which is principally operated outside of this 
state and which is owned by a business entity, commercial enterprise or 
corporation which has its principal place of business outside of this state. All 
funds derived from the proceeds of this subsection (c) are directed to the county 


general fund and credited as fees collected by the county clerk. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 77, § 1; impl. am. Acts 1959, 


ch.9,§ 14; T.C.A.,§ 59-437; Acts 1989, ch. 300, 
ie 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Nature of Tax. 
. Apportionment of Fees. 
. —Successor Corporations. 


= WNHre 


. Nature of Tax. 

The general assembly intended the tax to be 
levied against the motor carrier for the privi- 
lege of operating a fleet of two or more vehicles 
upon the highways of the state of Tennessee 
and not upon specific vehicles, and the vehicle 
registration fees are privilege taxes based upon 
the privilege of the operation of such vehicles by 
the owner over the highways of the state. 
Tennessee Trailways, Inc. v. Butler, 213 Tenn. 
136, 373 S.W.2d 201, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 337 
(1963). 


2. Apportionment of Fees. 


3. —Successor Corporations. 

Operator of intrastate and interstate bus 
company was not entitled to apportion its reg- 
istration fees for the year 1962-1963 upon the 


basis of the Tennessee mileage of its predeces- 
sor corporation during the year 1961-1962 in 
absence of specific statutory authority. Tennes- 
see Trailways, Inc. v. Butler, 213 Tenn. 136, 373 
S.W.2d 201, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 337 (1963). 

Inasmuch as registration fees constitute 
privilege taxes, the operating experience of 
another corporation was not transferable to 
motor carrier as an asset and could not be 
utilized to apportion registration fees of buses 
in absence of specific statutory authority. Ten- 
nessee Trailways, Inc. v. Butler, 213 Tenn. 136, 
373 S.W.2d 201, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 337 (1963). 

Failure of assistant commissioner of finance 
(now revenue) to insist on payment of registra- 
tion fees upon merger of former corporation 
with taxpayer corporation would not estop com- 
missioner from insisting that operation experi- 
ence of the predecessor corporation was inap- 
plicable to taxpayer corporation § in 
apportioning registration fees. Tennessee Trail- 
ways, Inc. v. Butler, 213 Tenn. 136, 373 S.W.2d 
201, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 337 (1963). 
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55-4-123. Rental trucks and truck tractors — Registration — Special 
handling fee. 


(a) As used in this section, “rental” means the delivery of possession within 
this state for a unit for consideration for a period of less than thirty (30) days. 

(b) Owners of fleets of rental trucks and truck tractors may designate to the 
commissioner for allocation their respective rental fleets. Each such designa- 
tion shall disclose the number of units in the owner’s rental fleet. Each owner 
of a fleet of rental trucks and truck tractors so designated to the commissioner 
shall register in this state a proportional part of the owner’s rental fleet, which 
proportional part shall be determined by dividing the mileage of all units in the 
designated fleet driven in this state during the year ending on the preceding 
August 31, by the total mileage of all units in the designated fleet during the 
same period. 

(c) No such fleet of trucks shall include less than five (5) units, and these 
fleets shall include only units maintained solely for rental purposes. 

(d) The commissioner may promulgate reasonable rules for the furnishing of 
data by owners of rental fleets respecting the units which constitute each 
rental fleet, the number of miles traveled in this state by units of each fleet, 
and the total mileage of all units in each designated fleet, in order to determine 
proper allocation of each rental fleet for registration in this state. 

(e) After the owner of a fleet of rental trucks has registered in this state, the 
number of units in the fleet that the commissioner has allocated for registra- 
tion in this state according to this chapter, all units properly identified as 
belonging to the owner, and that shall be part of the owner’s designated rental 
fleet, licensed in any state, territory, province, county, or the District of 
Columbia, shall be permitted to operate in this state on an interstate or an 
intrastate basis. 

(f) In addition to the costs of registration plates provided for in this section, 
there shall be levied a special handling fee of four dollars ($4.00) on each unit 
in the owner’s rental fleet registered within the state that is principally 
operated outside of this state and that is owned by a business entity, 
commercial enterprise or corporation that has its principal place of business 
outside of this state. All funds derived from the proceeds of this subsection (f) 
are directed to the county general fund and credited as fees collected by the 
county clerk. 


History. 
Acts 1972, ch. 698, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-465; 
Acts 1989, ch. 300, § 2. 


55-4-124. Registration of vehicles hauling certain materials. 


(a) Any vehicle, freight motor vehicle, truck-tractor, trailer or semitrailer or 
combinations of these vehicles that transports crushed stone, fill dirt and rock, 
soil, bulk sand, coal, clay, shale, phosphate muck, asphalt, concrete, other 
building materials, forest products, unfinished lumber, ferrous and non- 
ferrous scrap metal, agricultural lime, liquid fertilizer, solid waste, coal ash 
and agricultural products shall be permitted to register as follows: 

(1) The vehicles hauling such products in a single unit motor vehicle 
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having four (4) axles and designed to unload itself, with a gross weight not 
exceeding seventy-four thousand pounds (74,000 lbs.) including the load 
thereon, shall be permitted to register as a Class 10 vehicle, or purchase the 


appropriate special zone tag; and 


(2) The vehicles hauling such products in a single unit motor vehicle 
having three (3) axles and designed to unload itself, with a gross weight not 
exceeding sixty-six thousand pounds (66,000 lbs.) including the load thereon, 
shall be permitted to register as a Class 9 vehicle, or purchase the 


appropriate special zone tag. 


(b) If the commissioner of transportation is formally notified by an appro- 
priate federal official that, as a result of any provision of this section, the state 
will lose federal funds, then the provision shall be void and inoperative. 

(c) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed as authorizing these 
vehicles to use that portion of the state highway system designated as the 


interstate system. 


History. 

Acts 1982, ch. 953, § 1; 1983, ch. 319, § 2; 
1987, ch. 152, §..1; 1987, ch. 153, §§ 1, 2;,1988, 
ch. 514, § 1; 1992, ch. 566, § 1; 1994, ch. 680, 
§ 1; 1995, ch. 20, § 1; 1996, ch. 882, § 3. 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 1987, ch. 
152,§ 1 provided that a loss of federal funds as 
a result of any provision of that act (deleting 
the former second sentence in (a)(2)) shall ren- 


der those provisions in Acts 1987, ch. 152 void 
and inoperative. 


Cross-References. 
Classification of freight vehicles, § 55-4-113. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


55-4-125. Implementation of passenger motor vehicle registration or 
wheel tax incentive for participation in college savings 
plans. 


(a) The department shall assist the board of trustees of the college savings 
trust fund program in the implementation of a passenger motor vehicle 
registration or wheel tax incentive established under § 49-7-805(4) that shall 
include, but not be limited to, college savings plan incentive inserts in the 
department’s motor vehicle registration notifications, providing college sav- 
ings plan incentives information with any website renewal, sending other 
notifications about college savings incentives by electronic means, and provid- 
ing information about college savings incentives through any other web-based 
means. 

(b) For any insert included in the mailing of renewal notices that causes the 
total postal weight to be over one ounce (1 oz.) as permitted by the United 
States postal service, the board of trustees of the college savings trust fund 
program shall pay the increased cost of mailing. 


History. 
Acts 2014, ch. 910, § 27; 2017, ch. 400, § 10. 


55-4-126. Permit fees designated for highway maintenance — Effect of 
loss of federal funds. 


(a) All revenue received as a result of any permit fee provided for by 
§ 55-7-205(h)(5) shall be earmarked for highway maintenance. 
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(b) A loss of federal funds as a result of any provision of chapter 953 of the 
Public Acts of 1982 shall render the provision void and inoperative. 


History. 
Acts 1982, ch. 9538, §§ 9, 10. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 1982, ch. 953, referred to in this section, 
enacted §§ 55-4-124 and 55-4-126. 


55-4-127. Exemptions for volunteer first aid or rescue squad vehicles. 


(a) No person shall be required to obtain an annual registration certificate 
and license plates or to pay the fee prescribed therefor pursuant to this chapter 
for vehicles owned or used exclusively by volunteer lifesaving or first-aid crews 
or rescue squads; provided, that: 

(1) The vehicle is used exclusively as a lifesaving, rescue, or first-aid 
vehicle and is not rented, leased or loaned to any private individual, firm or 
corporation; 

(2) No charges are made by the organization for the use of the vehicles; 
and 

(3) The organization is chartered by the state as a volunteer, nonprofit 
organization. 

(b) The equipment must be painted a distinguishing color and conspicuously 
display in letters and figures, not less than three inches (3”) in height, the 
identity of the volunteer lifesaving or first-aid crew or rescue squad having 
control of its operation; provided, that the equipment be used exclusively for 
lifesaving, first-aid, or rescue activities. 

(c) Before the equipment may be operated upon the highways of this state 
without license plates, there must be filed with the department a certification 
by the county clerk of the county in which the equipment is based, certifying a 
description of the equipment and the name of the lifesaving or first-aid crew, or 
rescue squad. 

(d) “Rescue squad,” as used in this section, means only those persons or 
organizations who are members of the Tennessee Association of Rescue 
Squads, except that in counties having a population of six hundred thousand 
(600,000) or more, according to the 1970 federal census or any subsequent 
federal census, “rescue squad” includes persons and organizations which meet 
the requirements of this section but who are not members of the Tennessee 
Association of Rescue Squads. 


History. Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
Acts 1984, ch. 966, § 2; 2007, ch. 484, § 39. supplement. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 


55-4-128. Emissions test grace period — Waiver. 


(a) The owner of any motor vehicle who resides in any county in which the 
issuance or renewal of the certificate of registration, or any registration plates 
issued pursuant to chapters 1-6 of this title, or a city or county vehicle 
inspection sticker, for a motor vehicle depends upon the successful completion 
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of a motor vehicle emissions test, shall be: 

(1) Given a grace period of thirty (30) days from the date fixed for issuance 
or renewal in which to effect necessary repairs and successfully complete the 
emissions test for any motor vehicle that does not successfully complete an 
emissions test administered prior to the date fixed for issuance or renewal, 
and repairs necessary to pass the test cannot be effected prior to that date; 

(2) Issued an inspection certificate by the motor vehicle emissions testing 
authority which shall state on its face the date the emissions test was 
administered and failed, and that a thirty-day grace period shall apply to 
that motor vehicle; and 

(3) The air pollution control board, created by § 68-201-104, shall pro- 
mulgate rules providing conditions under which owners of motor vehicles 
that do not successfully complete an emissions test may apply for waivers or 
variances. The rules may set appropriate conditions for waivers that are 
consistent with federal as well as state law and consider the expenditures 
made by the owner in order to come into compliance. 

(b) Possession of a duly authorized inspection certificate issued pursuant to 
subsection (a) shall be deemed possession of a valid certificate of registration, 
registration plate, and inspection sticker for the duration of the authorized 
grace period provided by subsection (a). 


History. 
Acts 1985, chi 339, § 15¢1995)’ ch: :153,:§ (1; 
2004, ch. 926, § 1. 


55-4-129. Unlawful removal of registration decal or plate. 


(a) Unless lawfully transferred in accordance with this chapter, it is 
unlawful to willfully cut, clip or otherwise remove the registration decal from 
a registration plate, or to remove a registration plate from a motor vehicle if 
either are removed for the purpose of selling the decal or plate, attaching the 
decal or plate to another registration plate or motor vehicle, or otherwise using 
the decal or plate to circumvent or avoid the vehicle registration laws of this 
chapter. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class A misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1987, ch. 224, § 1; 1990, ch. 1030, § 39. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-4-130. Applicability — Passage — Purchasing — Inspection and 
maintenance programs — Contracts — Remote sensing 
devices. 


(a) Sections 55-4-101(d)(2), 55-4-104(e)(2), and 55-6-105(a)(9) shall only 
apply in those counties: 

(1) That have been designated by the air pollution control board to have 

an inspection and maintenance program because it is necessary to attain or 

maintain compliance with national ambient air standards; provided, how- 
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ever, that the board may only designate counties that: 

(A) Have been designated by the United States environmental protec- 
tion agency as not attaining the national ambient air standards and have 
over fifty thousand (50,000) registered vehicles in the most recent year; 

(B) Are former nonattainment counties with over fifty thousand 
(50,000) registered vehicles in the most recent year that are under a 
maintenance plan designed to continue to meet the national ambient air 
standards; or 

(C) That contribute significantly to nonattainment in another county 
and have more than sixty thousand (60,000) motor vehicles registered in 
the county in the most recent year; or 
(2) For which a resolution has been passed by the governing body of the 

county that specifically establishes an inspection and maintenance program 
for the county and the air pollution control board approves the resolution as 
providing for inspection and maintenance that is consistent with the 
programs operated under subdivision (a)(1). The board may also oversee the 
implementation of the program to assure statewide consistency and shall 
review the programs at least once every three (3) years. The implementation 
of §§ 55-4-101(d)(2), 55-4-104(e)(2), and 55-6-105(a)(9) shall be in a manner 
as to assure compliance with the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq.), 
and the Air Quality Act, compiled in title 68, chapter 201, part 1. All counties 
implementing a vehicle inspection and maintenance program may only 
charge fees that are directly related to the county’s cost of establishing and 
implementing the vehicle inspection and maintenance program. 

(b) For purposes of this section, the state or county may purchase goods and 
services on the same terms and conditions as these goods and services have 
been purchased by the state or a county where a contract, as amended or 
extended, is in effect at the date of the purchase by the state or a county and 
where the contract was executed in the first instance by the state or a county 
pursuant to its regular purchasing procedures for these goods and services. 
This contract, whether the existing contract from which the purchase is made 
or the new contract, may be modified by the state or county for one (1) 
additional term of not more than sixty (60) months, the policy of the state being 
to promote statewide uniformity in price and term of these contracts. 

(c) The rules promulgated by the air pollution control board shall provide 
that, with respect to any fleet of motor vehicles owned or leased by any 
manufacturer of motor vehicles located in any county designated in subsection 
(a), the manufacturer shall be allowed to provide its own vehicle inspection and 
maintenance program so long as the vehicle inspection and maintenance 
program meets the standards required by the board. 

(d) Aninety-day certificate of compliance for a light-duty motor vehicle that 
is offered for sale by a motor vehicle dealer shall be extendable at the option of 
the dealer for an additional period of ninety (90) days upon payment of a fee of 
one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50). The fee shall be in addition to all other fees 
and costs associated with the certificate and shall be paid to the contractor that 
conducts the vehicle inspection program in the county in which the dealer is 
located. 

(e) The air pollution control board is authorized in any county subject to this 
section to provide an enhanced inspection and maintenance program utilizing 
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remote sensing devices that will identify vehicles that comply with the air 
quality criteria determined by the board. For those vehicles that meet the air 
quality criteria determined by the board through a remote sensing device, the 
requirement for an annual emissions test can be fulfilled without the need for 
passing vehicles to also visit an inspection and maintenance inspection facility. 
Without regard to the current terms of contracts that support an inspection 
and maintenance program and any other law notwithstanding, the board is 
authorized and encouraged to utilize technologies that can increase motorist 
convenience or compliance, or both, with air quality criteria determined by the 
board. In order to evaluate any such technology, the board is further autho- 
rized to extend, if necessary, any inspection and maintenance program contract 
for no more than twenty-four (24) months beyond its current expiration date. 

(f)(1) Subsection (e) shall only apply to those counties on May 5, 2009, that 

have been designated by the air pollution control board to have an inspection 

and maintenance program pursuant to subsection (a). 

(2) A board or any entity or vendor that contracts to perform annual 
emissions tests pursuant to subsection (e) shall promptly and permanently 
purge all identifying information regarding motor vehicles that are not 
registered in a county that has been designated by the air pollution control 
board to have an inspection and maintenance program pursuant to subsec- 
tion (a). 

(g) The rules promulgated by the air pollution control board shall provide 
that any motor vehicle over twenty-five (25) years old with a nonmodified 
engine and body, when such motor vehicle is being registered as an antique 
motor vehicle pursuant to § 55-4-111(b), shall be exempt from all motor vehicle 
inspection requirements. 

(h)(1) Any county that has been designated by the air pollution control 

board to have a vehicle inspection and maintenance program to attain or 

maintain compliance with national ambient air standards, may, by an 
affirmative vote of a majority of its governing body, exempt motor vehicles 
that are registered in the county that are required to undergo testing 
pursuant to § 55-4-101(d)(2), § 55-4-104(e)(2), or § 55-6-105(a)(9) and that 
are three (3) or less model years old from those motor vehicle inspection 
requirements; provided, that the governing body shall authorize the exemp- 
tion on or before December 31, 2016, and the presiding officer of the 
governing body shall furnish a certified copy of the approved resolution to 
the technical secretary of the air pollution control board on or before January 

31, 2017. 

(2)(A) The exemption authorized by an action of a governing body pursu- 

ant to subdivision (h)(1) shall take effect on the January 1 following the 

date on which the United States environmental protection agency (EPA) 
approves a revised state implementation plan consistent with this subsec- 
tion (h); provided, however, that if on such January 1, a contract exists 
between the department and a contractor providing inspection services, or 

a local pollution control program and a contractor providing inspection 

services, then the exemption shall take effect in those jurisdictions that 

are covered by the contract upon the date of the contract’s termination or 
expiration or the effective date of the contract’s renewal or an applicable 
amendment to the inspection service fee of such contract. 
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(B)G) The commissioner of environment and conservation shall certify 
in writing to the executive secretary of the Tennessee code commission 
the date of the approval by the EPA described in subdivision (h)(2)(A) 
and provide the executive secretary of the commission with a copy of 
such approval. 

(ii) Ifa contract exists on the January 1 following the date of approval 
of the revised state implementation plan, then the commissioner or the 
chief public officer of the local pollution control program, whichever is 
applicable, shall also certify in writing the date of the department’s or 
local pollution control program’s contract termination or expiration or 
the effective date of the contract’s renewal or an applicable amendment 
to the inspection service fee of such contract, and provide the executive 
secretary of the commission with a copy of the signed document. 


History. 

Acts 1993, ch. 416, §§ 4-6; 1999, ch. 154, § 1; 
2004, ch. 926, §§ 2-4; 2006, ch. 844, § 1; 2009, 
CHI 23) 89° 2 22 20T lL necks PA 77'S 4 2016) ch: 
1028, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 


Acts 2016, ch. 1028, § 2 provided that the air 
pollution control board is authorized to promul- 
gate rules to effectuate the purposes of the act, 
which amended this section. All such rules 
shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
piled in title 4, chapter 5. 


Acts 2011, ch. 127, § 2 provided that the act, 
which added (g), shall apply to any registration 
or renewal on or after July 1, 2011. 


55-4-131. Notice of change of address. 


(a) Whenever any person, after applying for or receiving a title or registra- 
tion, moves from the address named in the application or title or registration, 
or when the name of an applicant is changed for any reason, the person shall 
within ten (10) days thereafter, notify the department of the change or 
changes. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1999, ch. 98, § 14. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-4-132. Funding for computerized titling and registration system. 


(a) In addition to all other fees provided for in this part, there is imposed an 
additional fee of one dollar ($1.00) on the registration of motor vehicles and the 
renewal of the registrations. 

(b) All revenues received from the fees shall be earmarked and used for the 
operation, maintenance, modernization, improvement, enhancement, or re- 
placement of the titling and registration system. These revenues shall not be 
used to replace, displace, reduce or otherwise supplant any moneys budgeted 
for the titling and registration of motor vehicles. 

(c) All funds generated pursuant to this section shall be deposited in a 
special account earmarked solely for the purposes set forth in this section and 
any unused funds shall not revert to the general fund but shall be held in the 
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account for these purposes. Such purposes shall also include the acquisition, 
maintenance, modernization, enhancement, or replacement of software or 
equipment and related necessary supplies used in the operation of the titling 
and registration system by the county clerks. All fees or payments under 
§ 55-6-104(b)-(d) shall be paid to the county clerks out of such funds. 

(d) The department shall submit reports on its progress to the transporta- 
tion and safety committee of the senate and transportation committee of the 
house of representatives between July 1, 1999, and until the completion of the 
updated computerized titling and registration system. These reports shall be 
submitted quarterly to the transportation committees unless the department 
is otherwise directed by the committees. 

(e) The commissioner or the commissioner’s designee shall appear before 
the transportation committee of the house of representatives and the trans- 
portation and safety committee of the senate no later than March 1 annually 
to report the status of the computerized titling and registration system. 


History. tion (a) of this section shall cease to be effective 


Acts 1999, ch. 459, § 1; 2004, ch. 660, §§ 4, 6; 
2004, ch. 943, § 3; 2007, ch. 484, § 40; 2008, ch. 
924,§ 4; 2013, ch. 236, §§ 88, 90; 2014, ch. 718, 


June 30, 2008, and on such date, the fee autho- 
rized in subsection (a) shall no longer be im- 
posed or collected. Acts 2008, ch. 924, § 4 


3 4: provided that Acts 2004, ch. 660, § 5 be de- 


Compiler’s Notes. leted. 


Acts 2004, ch. 660, § 5 provided that subsec- 


55-4-133. Used oil and other automotive fluids collection and recy- 
cling — Definitions. 


(a) To increase public knowledge of the availability of collection facilities for 
used oil and other automotive fluids and the benefits of recycling used oil and 
other automotive fluids, the department shall conduct a promotional cam- 
paign, including, but not limited to, the inclusion of information concerning the 
Used Oil Collection Act, pursuant to title 68, chapter 211, part 10, with motor 
vehicle registration renewal notices. This information shall include automotive 
fluid collection center locations and the toll-free telephone information number 
established by the department of environment and conservation pursuant to 
§ 68-211-1005. The department may include additional information as deemed 
appropriate by the department. 

(b) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Automotive fluid collection center” has the same meaning as defined 

in § 68-211-1002; 

(2) “Other automotive fluid” has the same meaning as defined in § 68- 

211-1002; and 

(3) “Used oil” has the same meaning as defined in § 68-211-1002. 


History. 
Acts 2001, ch. 258, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 41; 
2016, ch. 771, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

As of October 1, 2001, the toll-free telephone 
number referred to in this section, is 1-800-287- 
9013. 


Acts 2001, ch. 258, § 2, provided that any 
cost relative to the implementation of the act 
shall come from funds derived from taxes au- 
thorized by the Used Oil Collection Act of 1993, 
compiled in title 68, chapter 211, part 10. 
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55-4-134. Replica license plates. 


(a) Any replica license plate manufactured or sold in this state purporting to 
be an official license plate previously issued by the state shall include the 
language “REPLICA” in at least twenty-four (24) point type on the face of the 
replica license plate. 

(b) A violation of subsection (a) is a Class A misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 2005, ch. 84, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-4-135. Registration of vehicles by owners performing full-time 
service in the military. 


Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the owner of any motor vehicle 
who is performing full-time service in the military and who is stationed outside 
of the continental United States shall be given a grace period of thirty (30) days 
from the date of the owner’s return to this state to renew the registration for 
any motor vehicle registered to the owner. 


History. 
Acts 2005, ch. 401, § 2; 2013, ch. 183, § 3. 


55-4-136. Registration of medium speed vehicles. 


(a) Any vehicle that is not equipped with a windshield and that otherwise 
qualifies as a medium speed vehicle as defined in § 55-1-125 may be registered 
as a medium speed vehicle; provided, that while the vehicle is in operation 
upon any public road of this state, the operator and each passenger shall wear 
a helmet in accordance with § 55-9-302 and eye protection, including glasses 
containing impact resistant lenses, safety goggles, or a face shield. 

(b) Any vehicle described in subsection (a) shall be registered as a medium 
speed vehicle if the operator provides an affidavit, under penalty of perjury, on 
a form prescribed by the department certifying that the vehicle meets 
applicable safety standards and that the operator will otherwise comply with 
subsection (a). 


History. §§ 55-8-101 and 55-4-136 may be operated on a 
Acts 2014, ch. 871, § 1. state highway that has a posted speed limit of 
40 miles per hour or less. OAG 14-97, 2014 


Attorney General Opinions. Tenn. AG. LEXIS 100 (10/30/14). 


An all-terrain vehicle that is registered as a 
“medium speed vehicle” pursuant to T.C.A. 


55-4-137. Exemption from registration fee for certain veteran or ac- 
tive-duty service members. 


Notwithstanding § 55-4-256, § 55-4-257, or any other provision of this 
chapter, a veteran or active-duty service member of the armed services is 
exempt from the regular registration fee prescribed under § 55-4-111 and any 
fee provided for in § 55-4-203(c)(1) for a motor vehicle sold, given, or donated 
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to the veteran or service member if: 

(1) The veteran or service member has a service-connected disability as 
described in 38 U.S.C. § 3901; 

(2) The veteran or service member receives a grant from the United 
States department of veterans affairs, pursuant to 38 U.S.C. §§ 3901-3904; 
and 

(3) The grant is used to provide or assist in providing the vehicle to the 
veteran or service member. 


History. which enacted this section, shall apply to any 
Acts: 2018, ch. 541, § 3. vehicle sold, given, or donated to a veteran or 
active-duty service member on or after March 


Compiler’s Notes. 


Acts 2018, ch. 541, § 4 provided that the act, ° 7018: 


55-4-138. Evidence of vehicle registration in electronic format — 
Acceptable electronic formats. 


In addition to the provisions of § 55-12-139 authorizing a person to display 
evidence of financial responsibility through the use of electronic devices, a 
person may also display evidence of vehicle registration in electronic format. 
The electronic images shall state that the vehicle is properly registered and 
that a certificate of registration has been issued to the owner or operator of the 
vehicle. For purposes of this section, acceptable electronic formats include 
display of electronic images on a cellular phone or any other type of portable 
electronic device. If a person displays the evidence in an electronic format 
pursuant to this section, the person is not consenting for law enforcement to 
access any other contents of the electronic device. 


History. 55-4-137 was previously enacted by Acts 2018, 
Acts 2018, ch. 606, § 1. ch. 541, § 3; therefore, the enactment by Acts 


Bre Cammission Notes, Acts 2018, ¢h. mage Gat a pip echt i RaReaena 
606, § 1 purported to enact § 55-4-137. Section y . 


55-4-139. Designation of owner or lessee of motor vehicle as deaf or 
hard of hearing. 


(a) At the time of initial application for the registration of a motor vehicle 
under this part, or upon renewal, an owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is 
deaf or hard of hearing may request that the department include such 
designation in the Tennessee Vehicle Title and Registration System (VTRS) 
database. The registrant's request must be accompanied by a physician’s 
statement supporting the registrant’s request for a deaf or hard of hearing 
designation. Upon receipt of such a request accompanied by a valid physician’s 
statement, the department shall cause the registrant’s deaf or hard of hearing 
status to be entered into the VTRS database, and ensure such designation is 
associated with the applicant’s motor vehicle and registration. 

(b) Information submitted to the department under this section shall be 
supplied to law enforcement to assist in identifying the operator of the vehicle 
as possibly being deaf or hard of hearing. Information collected pursuant to 
this section shall only be available to law enforcement for the purpose of 
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ensuring safe and efficient interactions between law enforcement and persons 
who are deaf or hard of hearing, and shall not be used for any other purpose. 

(c) All law enforcement officers charged with the enforcement of this title 
and emergency call takers and public safety dispatchers, as described in 
§ 7-86-205, shall receive instruction in the identification of deaf or hard of 
hearing designation included in the VTRS database as provided for in this 
section. 

(d) The commissioner is authorized to adopt policies and procedures as 
necessary to effectuate the purposes of this section. 


History. 
Acts 2018, ch. 735, § 1. 


55-4-140. Exemption for member of volunteer fire department or 
volunteer local rescue squad. 


(a) Any owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, is 
an active member of a volunteer fire department, and has at least one (1) year 
of service shall be exempt, at the time of renewal, from the regular registration 
fee imposed pursuant to § 55-4-111, for only one (1) vehicle owned or used by 
the firefighter, upon the certification or sworn statement from the chief of the 
fire department to which the person is attached confirming the applicant is an 
active volunteer member, and upon compliance with state motor vehicle 
registration and licensing laws. In addition to the exemption provided by this 
subsection (a), the legislative body of a county is authorized to waive the motor 
vehicle tax for motor vehicles receiving an exemption under this subsection (a) 
from the registration fee if the waiver is approved in the same manner as the 
adoption of the motor vehicle tax under § 5-8-102. 

(b) Any owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, is 
an active member of a volunteer local rescue squad, and has at least one (1) 
year of service shall be exempt, at the time of renewal, from the regular 
registration fee imposed pursuant to § 55-4-111, for only one (1) vehicle owned 
or used by the member, upon certification or sworn statement from the captain 
of the local rescue squad to which the person is attached confirming the 
applicant is an active volunteer member, and upon compliance with state 
motor vehicle registration and licensing laws. In addition to the exemption 
provided by this subsection (b), the legislative body of a county is authorized to 
waive the motor vehicle tax for motor vehicles receiving an exemption under 
this subsection (b) from the registration fee if the waiver is approved in the 
same manner as the adoption of the motor vehicle tax under § 5-8-102. 


History. section, shall apply to registration plates re- 
Acts 2018, ch. 923, § 3. newed on or after May 15, 2018. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2018, ch. 923, § 3, which enacted this 
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55-4-141. Authority of department of revenue to issue, suspend, or 
revoke a registration, permit, plate, or certificate of cer- 
tain motor carriers. 


(a)(1) The department or its agent is authorized to refuse to issue or transfer 

a registration, license plate, permit, or a certificate of title on a vehicle that 

has been assigned to a motor carrier that has been prohibited from operating 

by the federal motor carrier safety administration; provided, that the 
department or its agent may allow a motor carrier that has been prohibited 
from operating by the federal motor carrier safety administration to transfer 

a title if the motor carrier does not retain an interest, either directly or 

indirectly, in the vehicle. 

(2) The department or its agent is authorized to suspend or revoke the 
registration, license plate, permit, or certificate of title issued to any vehicle 
assigned to a motor carrier that has been prohibited from operating by the 
federal motor carrier safety administration. 

(b) The department shall deny registration for a vehicle assigned to a motor 
carrier that has been prohibited from operating by the federal motor carrier 
safety administration for safety reasons or a carrier whose business is 
operated, managed, or otherwise controlled by or affiliated with a person who 
is ineligible for registration, including an applicant, owner, corporate officer, or 
shareholder of the carrier or a relative of any such persons. For purposes of this 
section, “relative” means husband, wife, son, daughter, brother, sister, father, 
mother, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, 
or daughter-in-law. 

(c) If a prohibition from operating by the federal motor carrier safety 
administration is rescinded, the department or its agent may issue a registra- 
tion, license plate, permit, or certificate of title to the motor carrier; provided, 
that all other taxes and fees have been paid to the department. 


History. 
Acts 2019, ch. 70, § 1. 


PART 2 
SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES 


55-4-201. Part definitions. 


As used in this part: 

(1) “Collegiate plate” or “collegiate license plate” means the class of 
cultural motor vehicle registration plates enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(5)(C), 
which features on each individual plate a special reference to or identifica- 
tion or information on: 

(A) A two-year or four-year college or university located within this 
state; 

(B) A four-year college or university located outside this state; or 

(C) A four-year law school located within this state that is not accred- 
ited by the American Bar Association; 

(2)(A) “Cultural plate” or “cultural license plate” means: 
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(i) Aspecial or cultural motor vehicle registration plate authorized by 
statute prior to July 1, 1998, and enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(5); or 

(ii) An honorary motor vehicle registration plate authorized by stat- 
ute on or after July 1, 1998, which statute does not specifically earmark 
the funds produced from the sale of the plate; 

(B) “Cultural plate” or “cultural license plate” includes collegiate plates 
and personalized plates unless those plates are specifically excluded from 
this definition by statute; 

(3) “Memorial plate” or “memorial license plate” means those motor 
vehicle registration plates, as enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(4) and defined in 
§ 55-4-250, that are issued free of charge, including the regular registration 
fee, pursuant to § 55-4-204(b); 

(4) “New specialty earmarked plate” or “new specialty earmarked license 
plate” means a motor vehicle registration plate authorized by statute on or 
after July 1, 1998, which statute earmarks the funds produced from the sale 
of that plate to be allocated to a specific nonprofit organization or state 
agency or fund to fulfill a specific purpose or to accomplish a specific goal; 

(5) “Off-highway vehicle plate” or “off-highway vehicle license plate” 
means those motor vehicle registration plates, as enumerated in § 55-4- 
203(a) and described in chapter 4, part 7 of this title, that are issued to Class 
I and Class II off-highway vehicles as defined in § 55-8-101; 

(6) “Personalized plate” or “personalized license plate” means the class of 
cultural motor vehicle registration plates that features on each individual 
plate not less than three (3) nor more than seven (7) identifying numbers, 
letters, positions or a combination thereof for a passenger motor vehicle, 
recreational vehicle or truck of one-half or three-quarter-ton rating or, if 
authorized, not less than three (3) nor more than six (6) identifying numbers, 
letters, positions or a combination thereof for a motorcycle, as requested by 
the owner or lessee of the vehicle to which that plate is assigned; 

(7) “Personalized trailer plate” or “personalized trailer license plate” 
means a motor vehicle registration plate that is permitted, but not required, 
to be registered to a trailer or semitrailer that features on each individual 
plate not less than three (3) nor more than seven (7) identifying numbers, 
letters, positions or a combination of numbers, letters or positions for a 
trailer or semitrailer, as requested by the owner or lessee of the trailer or 
semitrailer to which the plate is assigned; 

(8) “Special purpose plate” or “special purpose license plate” means all 
other motor vehicle registration plates issued pursuant to this part, includ- 
ing antique motor vehicle, dealer, disabled, emergency, firefighter pursuant 
to § 55-4-224, general assembly, government service, judiciary, national 
guard, OEM headquarters company, sheriff, special event, boat dealer, 
United States house of representatives, United States judge and United 
States senate plates; and 

(9) “Specialty earmarked plate” or “specialty earmarked license plate” 
means a motor vehicle registration plate authorized by statute prior to July 
1, 1998, and enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(6), which statute earmarks the 
funds produced from the sale of that plate to be allocated to a specific 
organization, state agency or fund, or other entity to fulfill a specific purpose 
or to accomplish a specific goal. 
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History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1068, § 1; 2007, ch. 142, § 4; 
2009, ch. 530, § 120; 2009, ch. 589, § 41; 2013, 
ch. 117, § 1; 2016, ch. 790, § 6; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-209; Acts 2020, ch. 571, 
§ 1; 2020, ch. 660, § 40. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
69 1)9; 1985,!ch. 56,)8§ 1, 2;:1985, ch. 95,$),1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501,§ 1; 1989, 
eh.-591, § 6; 1990, ch..871, §)1;,1990,.ch: 897, 
8 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-8; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 19938, ch. 446, 
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§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-38; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. .84, §§ 1, 2; 1995,.ch: 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 182, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-8; 1996, ch. 615, 
8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8$ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§$ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2009, ch. 589. 


Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment by ch. 571 inserted 
“boat dealer,” in the definition of “special pur- 
pose plate”. 

The 2020 amendment by ch. 660 substituted 
“§ 55-4-203(c)(5)(C)” for “§ 55-4-203(c)(5)(B)” 
in the definition of “collegiate plate” and added 
(1)(C). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 571, § 3. July 1, 2020. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-202. Issuance — Applicability of part — Requirements — Plates 


deemed obsolete due to inactivity. 


(a)(1) All cultural, specialty earmarked and new specialty earmarked motor 
vehicle registration plates, memorial motor vehicle registration plates and 
special purpose motor vehicle registration plates now, or in the future, shall 
be issued and renewed pursuant to this part. No plate, other than those 
issued under part 1 of this chapter, shall be issued or renewed unless 
authorized in this part. 

(2) For the purposes of this part and part 3 of this chapter, “this part” 
means this part and part 3 of this chapter. 

(b) All plates issued pursuant to this part shall be issued and renewed 
subject to the following: 

(1) Payment of the applicable registration fee, except as specifically 
provided otherwise by § 55-4-204 or any other applicable provision of this 
part; 

(2) An additional fee of thirty-five dollars ($35.00) to be paid by the 
applicant upon issuance and renewal, except as specifically provided other- 
wise by § 55-4-204 or any other applicable provision of this part; 

(3)(A) A minimum order of one hundred (100) plates for collegiate plates 

as defined by § 55-4-201. Collegiate plates for motorcycles, as authorized 

by § 55-4-210(c), shall be subject to a minimum order of one hundred (100) 

plates for each classification of collegiate plates; 

(B) A minimum order of at least five hundred (500) plates for all other 
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cultural, specialty earmarked and new specialty earmarked plates. Per- 

sonalized plates for motorcycles, as authorized by § 55-4-210(c), shall be 

subject to a minimum order of five hundred (500) plates; 

(4) A design which shall be approved by the commissioner; and 

(5) A handling fee of one dollar ($1.00) payable to the county clerk upon 

issuance or renewal of any cultural, specialty earmarked, or new specialty 
earmarked license plate, except plates exempted from payment of fees under 
§ 55-4-204 or any other applicable provision of this part. 
(c)(1) Subsection (b) shall apply equally to the renewal of any plate issued 
pursuant to this part; provided, that any plate that fails to meet the 
minimum requirements of subdivision (b)(3) by December 31, 1999, or for 
two (2) successive renewal periods thereafter shall not be reissued or 
renewed, and the commissioner shall notify the Tennessee code commission 
that the section of Tennessee Code Annotated authorizing the issuance of the 
plate is, on the basis of inactivity, to be deemed obsolete and invalid. 

(2) Any cultural or new specialty earmarked plate authorized by statute 
on or after July 1, 1998, shall be subject to the minimum issuance 
requirements of subdivision (b)(3). 

(3) Any plate authorized by this part that qualifies for initial issuance on 
or after July 1, 1998, shall be subject to the minimum issuance requirements 
of subdivision (b)(3). 

(d) Any plate authorized by this part that has not qualified for initial 
issuance by December 31, 1999, shall not be issued and the commissioner shall 
notify the Tennessee code commission that the section of Tennessee Code 
Annotated authorizing the issuance of the plate is, on the basis of inactivity, to 
be deemed obsolete and invalid. 

(e) Notwithstanding subsection (d), any plate authorized by statute on or 
after January 1, 1999, that fails to meet the minimum issuance requirements 
of subdivision (b)(3)(B) within one (1) year of the effective date of the act 
authorizing the plate shall not be issued, and the commissioner shall notify the 
Tennessee code commission that the section of Tennessee Code Annotated 
authorizing the issuance of the plate is, on the basis of inactivity, to be deemed 
obsolete and invalid. 

(f) Subdivision (b)(3) and subsections (c), (d), (e), (g), and (k) shall not apply 
to the following plates issued pursuant to this part: 

(1) Antique motor vehicle; 

(2) Dealer; 

(3) Disabled; 

(4) Emergency; 

(5) Firefighter, as provided for in § 55-4-224; 

(6) General assembly; 

(7) Government service; 

(8) Honorary consular; 

(9) Judiciary; 

(10) Legislator Emeritus; 

(11) Memorial; 

(12) Metropolitan council; 

(13) Military; 
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(14) National Guard; 

(15) Sheriff; 

(16) United States house of representatives; 

(17) United States judge; and 

(18) United States senate. 

(g)(1) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, any cultural or new 
specialty earmarked license plate authorized by statute on or after July 1, 
2002, shall be subject to a minimum order of at least one thousand (1,000) 
plates prior to initial issuance. This subdivision (g)(1) shall apply equally to 
the renewal of any cultural or new specialty earmarked plate initially issued 
on or after July 1, 2002. Any such plate that does not meet the minimum 
order requirements of this subdivision (g)(1) within one (1) year of the 
effective date of the act authorizing that plate, or does not meet the renewal 
requirements for any two (2) successive renewal periods thereafter, shall not 
be issued, reissued or renewed and shall be deemed obsolete and invalid. The 
commissioner shall annually notify the executive secretary of the Tennessee 
code commission of the sections of the code authorizing the issuance of plates 
deemed obsolete and invalid pursuant to this subdivision (g)(1). 

(2) Subdivision (g)(1) shall not apply to collegiate plates otherwise admin- 
istered pursuant to this part; provided, that on and after July 1, 2002, 
collegiate plates for four-year colleges or universities located outside this 
state shall be subject to a minimum order of at least one thousand (1,000) 
plates prior to initial issuance by the department. This subdivision (¢)(2) 
shall apply equally to the renewal of any collegiate plates for four-year 
colleges or universities located outside this state initially issued by the 
department on or after July 1, 2002. Any such plate that does not meet the 
minimum order requirements of this subdivision (g)(2) or does not meet the 
renewal requirements for any two (2) successive renewal periods, shall not 
be administratively issued, reissued or renewed by the department and shall 
be deemed obsolete and invalid. 

(3)(A) Notwithstanding any provision of this part to the contrary, between 

July 1, 2002, and August 31, 2002, any cultural license plate authorized by 

§ 55-4-240 shall be subject to a minimum order of at least two hundred 

fifty (250) plates prior to initial issuance. This subdivision (g)(3)(A) shall 

apply equally to the renewal of any cultural license plate authorized by 

§ 55-4-240 and initially issued between July 1, 2002, and August 31, 2002. 

Any such plate that does not meet the minimum order requirements of 

this subdivision (g)(3)(A) or does not meet the renewal requirements for 

any two (2) successive renewal periods, shall not be administratively 
issued, reissued or renewed by the department and shall be deemed 
obsolete and invalid. 

(B) On or after September 1, 2002, any cultural license plate authorized 
by § 55-4-240 shall be subject to a minimum order of at least one thousand 
(1,000) plates prior to initial issuance. This subdivision (g)(3)(B) shall 
apply equally to the renewal of any cultural license plate authorized by 
§ 55-4-240 and initially issued on or after September 1, 2002. Any such 
plate that does not meet the minimum order requirements of this 
subdivision (g)(3)(B) or does not meet the renewal requirements for any 
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two (2) successive renewal periods, shall not be administratively issued, 

reissued or renewed by the department and shall be deemed obsolete and 

invalid. 

(h) All funds produced from the sale or renewal of cultural, specialty 
earmarked and new specialty earmarked license plates shall be used exclu- 
sively in Tennessee to support departments, agencies, charities, programs and 
other activities impacting Tennessee, as authorized pursuant to this part. 

(i)(1) Any new specialty earmarked license plate authorized by statute on 

behalf of a nonprofit organization shall be subject to certification of the 

organization’s nonprofit status by the secretary of state within ninety (90) 

days of the effective date of the act authorizing the plate prior to initial 

issuance. 

(2) Any specialty earmarked license plate authorized by statute and 
initially issued prior to July 1, 1998, on behalf of a nonprofit organization, 
and any new specialty earmarked license plate authorized by statute and 
initially issued on or after July 1, 1998, and prior to July 1, 2008, on behalf 
of a nonprofit organization, shall be subject to certification of the organiza- 
tion’s nonprofit status by the secretary of state. 

(3) Any new specialty earmarked license plate or specialty earmarked 
license plate authorized on behalf of a nonprofit organization that is not 
certified as a registered nonprofit organization in good standing with the 
state by the secretary of state shall not be issued or renewed and shall be 
deemed obsolete and invalid. 

(j) Any nonprofit organization receiving proceeds from the sale of a specialty 
earmarked license plate or new specialty earmarked license plate, shall be 
subject to the following requirements: 

(1) The nonprofit organization shall meet and maintain all statutory 
requirements and internal revenue service regulations for nonprofit 
corporations; 

(2) Each nonprofit organization shall maintain its nonprofit status in good 
standing with the secretary of state; 

(3) By September 30 each year, all nonprofit organizations receiving 
proceeds from the sale or renewal of a specialty earmarked license plate or 
new specialty earmarked license plate shall submit an annual accounting of 
all such funds received from July 1 to June 30 of the preceding state fiscal 
year to the comptroller of the treasury. If a nonprofit organization fails to 
comply with the annual accounting requirement, then the commissioner of 
the department or agency responsible for paying the specialty earmarked 
license plate or new specialty earmarked license plate proceeds shall, at the 
request of the comptroller of the treasury, hold the proceeds in reserve until 
the nonprofit organization submits its annual accounting and the comptrol- 
ler notifies the department or agency to release the funds. Any costs 
associated with holding the plate proceeds shall be deducted from the 
reserve fund as an administration fee. The comptroller of the treasury may 
audit any nonprofit organization receiving funds from a specialty earmarked 
license plate or new specialty earmarked license plate to ensure that the 
funds are being used in accordance with statutory authority for the plate, 
and the cost of the audit shall be charged to the nonprofit organization; and 
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(4) A nonprofit organization shall return any proceeds received from a 
specialty earmarked license plate or new specialty earmarked license plate 
that a comptroller of the treasury’s audit finds have been used in violation of 
statutory authority. The attorney general and reporter is authorized to 
institute proceedings, as defined in § 48-51-201, under the Tennessee 
Nonprofit Corporation Act, compiled in title 48, chapters 51-68, to recover 
the proceeds. 
(k)(1) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, any cultural or new 
specialty earmarked license plate authorized by statute on or after July 1, 
2013, shall be subject to a minimum order of at least one thousand (1,000) 
plates prior to initial issuance. Any cultural or new specialty earmarked 
license plate authorized by statute shall be subject to a minimum order of at 
least eight hundred (800) plates for the renewal of such cultural or new 
specialty earmarked plates. Any such plate that does not meet the minimum 
order requirements of this subdivision (k)(1) within one (1) year of the 
effective date of the act authorizing that plate, or does not meet the renewal 
requirements for any two (2) successive renewal periods thereafter, shall not 
be issued, reissued, or renewed and shall be deemed obsolete and invalid. 
The commissioner shall annually notify the executive secretary of the 
Tennessee code commission of the sections of the code authorizing the 
issuance of plates deemed obsolete and invalid pursuant to this subdivision 
(k)(1). 

(2) Subdivision (k)(1) shall not apply to collegiate plates otherwise admin- 
istered pursuant to this part; provided, that on and after July 1, 2013, 
collegiate plates for four-year colleges or universities located outside this 
state shall be subject to a minimum order of at least one thousand (1,000) 
plates prior to initial issuance by the department. The renewal of any 
collegiate plates for four-year colleges or universities located outside Ten- 
nessee issued by the department on or after July 1, 2013, shall be subject to 
a minimum order of at least eight hundred (800) plates. Any such plate that 
does not meet the minimum order requirements of this subdivision (k)(2) or 
does not meet the renewal requirements for any two (2) successive renewal 
periods, shall not be administratively issued, reissued, or renewed by the 
department and shall be deemed obsolete and invalid. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 1999, ch. 494, § 1; 
2000, ch. 674, § 1; 2002, ch. 876, §§ 1, 3; 2007, 
ch. 484, § 42; 2007, ch. 604, § 17; 2008, ch. 924, 
8§ 8, 12; 2008, ch. 1145, § 1; 2018, ch. 264, § 1; 
2016, ch. 655, §§ 1-5; 2017, ch. 359, §§ 1, 2; 
2017, ch. 384, § 38; 2018, ch. 1028, §§ 48, 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-201. 


Code Commission Notes. Former subsec- 
tion (i), concerning a performance audit of the 
department’s policies, procedures and direc- 
tives with findings and recommendations to be 
reported on or before February 5, 2003, was 
deleted as obsolete by the code commission in 
2008. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 


special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9;:1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§.1; 1989, ch. 158;§ 1;'1989,ch..501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 548, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§$ 1-3; 
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1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4;,1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, §. 1; “1993, ch... 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, “ch"'959,""$ “1 "1994 “ch. 999; 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82; §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch, 132, § 2; 1995, ch..173, §$.1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195,°§ 1; "1995, ch. 199,'§ "Ty 1995, ch: 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 968, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Former part 2, §§ 55-4-201 — 55-4-234 (Acts 
1951, ch. 67, §§ 1-3 (Williams §§ 5538.161a- 
5538.161c); 1951, ch. 70, §§ 59-61 (Williams 
§§ 5538.159-5538.161); 1953, ch. 167, § 12; 
1955, ch. 66, §§ 1, 2; 1955, ch. 198, §§ 1-4; 
1955, ch, '233, $§ (1-4; 1967, ch) 57, §21;)1957, 
ch, 103) i$02: 1959. ch, 9.8 14: 1989 veh. 211, 
§§ 1-3; 1959, ch. 274, § 1; 1963, ch. 178, § 1; 
1963, ch. 179, §. 1;,1963, ch.352; §, 1; 1967, ch: 
152;:§ 1;,1967, ch. 242, .§) 2;:1967, ch: 281, §. 1; 
1968, ch.:515,,§, 1;,1969, ch. 71,.8§ 1, 2;.1969; 
ch. 83, § 1; 1969, ch. 334, §§ 2-6; 1970, ch. 420, 
§ 1; 1970, ch. 421, § 1; 1970, ch. 544, § 1; 1971, 
ch; 20,:$) 1;:17971);'chii146,/$$) 1, 2; 1971, ch. 157; 
8 of L971 chy 290,.99, 0)2)'4972. ch. 13, $73 
1972, ch, 712, $$-°15)2; 1973, ch, :70,'$.1; 1973? 
ch. 234, §§ 1(c), 5; 1973, ch. 366, § 1; 1973, ch. 
380, § 1;,.1974, ch. 531, § 1; 1974, ch. 537, § 1; 
1975, ch.1956 (1: 1975, ch. 212, S12 4975, ch. 
218, § 1;.1975, ch: 277, $°1; 1976; ch: 500; 1; 
1976, ch. 637, § 1; 1976, ch. 778, § 1; 1976, ch. 
830;§ 15:1977,-ch:'134;§ 1; 1978, ch. 534, §§> 1, 
2,(1978, ch S788 1) 21978) ch. 6042.8 <1: 
1978, ch. 644, § 1; 1978, ch. 779, § 1; 1978, ch. 
934, §§ 22, 36; 1979, ch. 417, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), §§ 59-411 — 59-415, 59-429; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-428, 59-439 — 59-450, 59-452, 59-453, 
59-462, 59-464, 59-473 — 59-477; Acts 1980, ch. 
487; § 1; 1980; ch: 514, §§ 1, 2; 1980,;ch: 521; 
§ 1; 1980, ch. 561, § 1; 1980, ch. 589, §§ 2-4; 
1981, ch. 102, § 1; 1981, ch. 271, § 1; 1982, ch. 
741, § 1; 1983, ch. 349, § 1), concerning free 
and special license plates, was repealed by Acts 
1984, ch. 966, § 1. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, which repealed and 
reenacted this part, provided in § 2 that the 
provisions of that act shall supersede the issu- 
ance, renewal and revenue allocation provi- 
sions of all other acts enacted by the One- 
Hundredth General Assembly authorizing 
special or cultural motor vehicle registration 
plates. This part shall control the issuance and 
renewal of such plates and the allocation of the 
revenues produced from the sale and renewal of 
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such plates, regardless of the order of passage 
of any conflicting provisions. All special and 
cultural motor vehicle registration plates au- 
thorized by an enactment of the One-Hun- 
dredth General Assembly shall be classified as 
one of the following for the purposes of this 
part: 

“Cultural plate” if the act authorizing for 
such plate does not specifically earmark the 
funds produced from the sale of such plate; or 
“New Specialty Earmarked plate” if the act 
authorizing such plate earmarks the funds pro- 
duced from the sale of such plate to be allocated 
to a specific nonprofit organization or state 
agency or fund to fulfill a specific purpose or to 
accomplish a specific goal. All special and cul- — 
tural motor vehicle registration plates autho- 
rized by an enactment of the One Hundredth 
General Assembly shall be issued and renewed 
in accordance with the provisions of this part 
governing the issuance and renewal of cultural 
plates or new specialty earmarked plates, as 
appropriate. The revenues produced from the 
sale of the special and cultural motor vehicle 
registration plates authorized by an enactment 
of the One Hundredth General Assembly shall 
be allocated in accordance with the provisions 
of § 55-4-216, if such plate is classified as a 
cultural plate, or § 55-4-215 [now § 55-4-301], 
if such plate is classified as a new specialty 
earmarked plate. Section 2 further provides 
that nothing in that section shall be construed 
as reallocating the revenues produced from the 
regular motor vehicle registration fees, or re- 
newals thereof, imposed by part 1 of this chap- 
ter. Such revenues shall be allocated in accor- 
dance with the provisions of § 55-6-107. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1068, § 3 further provided 
that the Tennessee Code Commission is di- 
rected to codify the acts enacted by the One 
Hundredth General Assembly authorizing spe- 
cial or cultural motor vehicle license plates in 
accordance with the statutory provisions of this 
part and to conform all citations to Tennessee 
Code Annotated in the acts authorizing such 
plates to the statutory provisions of this part. 
When the statutory language of the acts autho- 
rizing such plates duplicates the statutory lan- 
guage of § 55-4-220 [now § 55-4-212], the Ten- 
nessee Code Commission is authorized to omit 
such duplicative language from Tennessee 
Code Annotated. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 5 provided that no 
later than July 15 of each year, the department 
of safety shall notify the code commission 
which sections or subsections of Tennessee 
Code Annotated have been deemed obsolete 
and invalid pursuant to the provisions of that 
act, if any. 

Provisions enacted in 1998, concerning the 
issuance of cultural and new specialty ear- 
marked registration plates, which conflicted 
with the provisions of Acts 1998, ch. 1063, were 
not codified. For provisions governing the issu- 
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ance of such plates and the distribution of fees 
from such issuances, see this section and §§ 55- 
4-202 [now § 55-4-203]55-4-209 § 55-4-201], 
55-4-210 and 55-4-214—55-4-220. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 64 provided that the 
provisions of subsection (f) of this section shall 
not apply to that act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 65 provided that the 
commissioner of safety is authorized to promul- 
gate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
provisions of that act. All such rules and regu- 
lations shall be promulgated in accordance 
with the provisions of the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 
5. 

For transfer of the division of title and regis- 
tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
(April 19, 2006). 

Acts 2008, ch. 1165, § 49 provided that the 
provisions of § 55-4-201(f) [became § 55-4- 
202(f), which was repealed in 2019] shall not 
apply to § 48 of the act, which added Bryan 
College to § 55-4-202(c)(5)(B) [now § 55-4- 
203(c)(5)(C)G) defined by Bryan College]. 

Acts 2011, ch. 491, § 40 provided that, for the 
purposes of § 55-4-201(h)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(g)(1)], all license plates authorized or is- 
sued pursuant to § 55-4-245(a), (e) and (g) [now 
§ 55-4-326(a), (e) and (g)] shall be jointly in- 
cluded in any determinations for initial issu- 
ance and continuation of issuance. If Tennessee 
Fraternal Order of Police specialty earmarked 
plates are subsequently deemed obsolete pur- 
suant to § 55-4-201(h)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(g)(1)], such determination shall also apply 
to all Fraternal Order of Police license plates 
issued prior to July 1, 2011. 

In view of subsection (h), former provisions in 
§ 55-4-202 [now § 55-4-203] concerning the 
new specialty license plates for Adoption, Fisk 
Jubilee Singers, Habitat for Humanity, Har- 
peth River Watershed Association, Kappa Delta 
Sorority, Prince Hall Masons, Rotary Interna- 
tional, Spirit Horse Therapeutic Riding, Stax 
Museum of American Soul Music, T. C. Thomp- 
son Children’s Hospital, and the Tennessee 
Equine Association were deleted as obsolete 
and invalid in 2012, since these license plates 
failed to meet the minimum order require- 
ments for issuance. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(g)(1)], the former 
specialty license plates for Tennessee’s Veter- 
ans, Donate Life, Labrador Retriever Founda- 
tion, American Red Cross, National Civil 
Rights Museum, Concerns of Police Survivors 
(C.0.P.S.), American Lung Association, Tennes- 
see Breast Cancer Coalition, Ronald McDonald 
House, FedEx Family House, Dogwood Arts, 
Music City Alumni Chapter of Western Ken- 
tucky University, Boy Scouts of America, Team- 
sters, Brain Injury Awareness, and Wilson 
County — The Place to Be! are declared to be 
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obsolete since they did not qualify for initial 
issuance by the July 1, 2013, deadline. 

Acts 2014, ch. 941, § 17, as amended by Acts 
2015, ch. 388, § 35, and as amended by Acts 
2017, ch. 384 § 52, provided that, notwith- 
standing § 55-4-201(h)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(g)(1)], the “Niswonger Children’s Hospital” 
new specialty earmarked license plate autho- 
rized pursuant to § 55-4-313 [now § 55-4-345] 
shall have until July 1, 2018, to meet the 
applicable minimum issuance requirements of 
§ 55-4-201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(g)(1)]. 

Acts 2014, ch. 941, § 23 provided that, not- 
withstanding § 55-4-201(h)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(g)(1)], the Tennessee Federation of Garden 
Clubs new specialty earmarked license plate 
authorized pursuant to § 55-4-374 shall have 
until July 1, 2015, to meet the applicable mini- 
mum issuance requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(¢)(1)]. 

Acts 2014, ch. 941, § 24, as amended by Acts 
2015, ch. 383, § 20, provided that, notwith- 
standing § 55-4-201(h)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(¢g)(1)], the Native American Indian Associa- 
tion new specialty earmarked license plate 
authorized pursuant to § 55-4-230 shall have 
until July 1, 2016, to meet the applicable mini- 
mum issuance requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1). 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(¢g)(1)], the former 
specialty license plates for Concerned Motorcy- 
clists of Tennessee/American Bikers Active To- 
ward Education, Alpha Eta Rho International 
Aviation Fraternity, Vanderbilt University Ath- 
letic Department, Northwest Tennessee Disas- 
ter Service, Suicide Prevention, Safe Schools, 
Tennessee Theatre, Adoption, Sons of American 
Revolution, Historic Collierville, Tennessee 
Tennis, and Almost Home Animal Rescue are 
declared to be obsolete since they did not 
qualify for initial issuance by the July 1, 2014, 
deadline. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(g)(1)], the former 
specialty license plates for Chambliss Center 
for Children, Historic Gallatin, I RECYCLE, 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, Lung 
Cancer Alliance, McCallie School, and Tennes- 
see Federation of Garden Clubs are declared to 
be obsolete since they did not qualify for initial 
issuance by the July 1, 2015 deadline. 

Acts 2016, ch. 879, § 42 provided that not- 
withstanding § 55-4-201(h)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(g)(1)], the Friends of Sycamore Shoals His- 
toric Area, Inc., new specialty earmarked 
license plates authorized pursuant to § 55-4- 
327 [now § 55-4-323] shall have until July 1, 
2017, to meet the applicable minimum issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-201(h)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(g)(1)I. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(¢)(1)], the former 
specialty license plates for Mothers Against 
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Drunk Driving (MADD), 2014 College World 
Series Champions — Vanderbilt University, Al- 
zheimer’s Association, Cystic Fibrosis Aware- 
ness, Donate Life, Germantown Charity Horse 
Show, Multiple Sclerosis Foundation, Inc., Mu- 
sic City Inc. Foundation, Native American In- 
dian Association, Scenic and Historic Gallatin, 
Soulsville, U.S.A., Supporters of the Blind and 
Visually Impaired, Tennessee Vietnam Veter- 
ans, Inc., Vanderbilt University Athletic De- 
partment, and Wingz of Love Foundation are 
declared to be obsolete since they did not 
qualify for initial issuance by the July 1, 2016 
deadline. 

Acts 2017, ch. 384, § 53 provided that not- 
withstanding § 55-4-201(h)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(¢)(1)], the Pat Summitt Foundation new 
specialty earmarked license plates authorized 
pursuant to § 55-4-315 [now § 55-4-355)] shall 
have until July 1, 2018, to meet the applicable 
minimum issuance requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(g)(1)I. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(g)(1)], the former 
specialty license plates for Be Nice, Combat 
Action, D.A.R.E., Down Syndrome Awareness, 
Eastern Star, Fallen Linemen, Fallen Police 
and Firefighters, Make-A-Wish Foundation, 
Nashville Parks Foundation, Prostate Cancer 
Awareness, Rotary International, Tennessee 
Schools Nutrition Association, Tennessee Tech 
University, The Fairgrounds Nashville, and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 
(VFW) are declared to be obsolete since they did 
not qualify for initial issuance by the July 1, 
2017 deadline. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(¢)(1)], the former 
specialty license plates for A Soldier’s Child, 
Alzheimer’s Association, Baylor School, Boy 
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Scouts of America, Chattanooga Football Club, 
Childhood Cancer Awareness, Childhood Hun- 
ger Awareness, Cystic Fibrosis Awareness, Dia- 
betes Awareness, Germantown Charity Horse 
Show, Historic Collierville, Historic White- 
haven, In Remembrance, Justin P Wilson Cum- 
berland Trail State Scenic Trail State Park, 
Police Activities League, Retired Female Fire- 
fighter, Strictly Vettes, are declared to be obso- 
lete since they did not qualify for initial issu- 
ance by the July 1, 2018 deadline. 


Cross-References. 
Collection of additional fee for special plates, 
§ 55-4-104. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Establishment of new specialty earmarked 
license plate recognizing catholic charities. 
OAG 10-34, 2010 Tenn. AG LEXIS 34 (3/16/10). 

Establishment of new specialty earmarked 
license plate asserting that “Jesus is Lord”. 
OAG 10-52, 2010 Tenn. AG LEXIS 52 (4/15/10). 

Legislation that requires all vehicle registra- 
tion plates to bear the language “In God We 
Trust” would be constitutionally suspect under 
the Establishment Clause, the Free Exercise 
Clause, and the Free Speech Clause of the First 
Amendment, as well as Tenn. Const. Article I, 
Sections 3 and 19. However, legislation that 
gives vehicle owners the option of selecting a 
vehicle registration plate bearing the language 
“In God We Trust” would be constitutionally 
defensible. OAG 17-21, 2017 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
20 (3/23/2017). 

A privately owned and operated vehicle with 
emergency plates operated by an amateur radio 
operator may not have amber and white lights 
flashing all around the vehicle because it is not 
an emergency vehicle. OAG 19-09, 2019 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 11 (7/3/2019). 


55-4-203. Issuance — Category — Supplemental registration — Eligi- 


bility. 


(a) All registration plates issued under this part shall be issued in one (1) of 


the following categories: 
(1) Antique motor vehicle; 
(2) Cultural; 
(3) Dealer; 
(4) Disabled; 
(5) Emergency; 
(6) Firefighter; 
(7) General assembly; 
(8) Government service; 
(9) Judiciary; 
(10) Legislator Emeritus; 
(11) Memorial; 
(12) National Guard; 
(13) New specialty earmarked; 
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(14) OEM headquarters company; 

(15) Off-highway vehicles: 

(A) Class I off-highway vehicles; and 
(B) Class II off-highway vehicles; 

(16) Sheriff; 

(17) Specialty earmarked; 

(18) United States house of representatives; 

(19) United States judge; and 

(20) United States senate. 

(b)(1) Registration plates currently provided under the “dealer,” “govern- 
ment service,” “disabled,” and “national guard” categories shall be issued in 
design configurations and colors which distinguish the plates from those of 
other categories, and in a manner which would avoid confusion with any 
other registration plates. 

(2) Registration plates issued in any other category shall be issued in a 
design configuration distinctive to that category and determined by the 
commissioner, and shall bear at the top of the plate the word “Tennessee” or 
“Tenn” and at the bottom the name of the category. In addition, the plates in 
each category may bear identifying letter prefixes to distinguish the group 
within the category, and shall bear identifying number suffixes to identify 
the individual registrant. 

(c) The groups within each category having multiple plates shall be as 
follows: 

(1) Emergency: 

(A) Amateur radio; 

(B) Auxiliary police; 

(C) Civil air patrol; 

(D) Civil defense; 

(E) Rescue squad; 

(F) Emergency services squad, including, but not limited to, emergency 
medical technicians and paramedics; 

(G) Police officer; 

(H) Trauma physicians; 

(1) Trauma nurses; 

(J) On-call surgical personnel; 

(K) Constables; 

(L) Tennessee state guard; and 

(M) United States coast guard auxiliary; 
(2) Judiciary: 

(A) Supreme court; 

(B) Court of appeals; 

(C) Court of criminal appeals; 

(D) Chancery court; 

(EK) Circuit court; 

(F) Probate court; 

(G) Juvenile court; 

(H) General sessions court; 

(I) Retired judges of courts, not-of-record; 
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(J) Municipal court judges; and 
(K) Magistrates; 
(3) National Guard: 
(A) Enlisted; 
(B) Honorably discharged members; 
(C) Officers; and 
(D) Retirees; 
(4) Memorial: 
(A) Air Force Cross recipient; 
(B) Air Medal (Valor) recipients; 
(C) Bronze Star (Valor) recipients; 
(D) Disabled veteran; 
(E) Distinguished Flying Cross recipients; 
(F) Distinguished Service Cross recipient; 
(G) Former prisoner of war; 
(H) Gold star family; 
(I) Holder of the Purple Heart; 
(J) Medal of honor recipient; 
(K) Navy Cross recipient; and 
(L) Silver Star recipients; 
(5) Cultural: 
(A) Antique Auto (unrestricted use) [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 
(B) Arts, as provided for in § 55-4-217 and § 55-4-240; 
(C) Collegiate, as defined in § 55-4-201: 
(i) Bryan College; 
(i1) Cumberland University [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(iii) Penn State University; 
(iv) University of Arkansas; 
(v) University of Florida; 
(vi) University of Mississippi; 
(vii) All collegiate plates issued as cultural motor vehicle registration 
plates prior to July 1, 1998; and 
(viii) All collegiate plates administratively issued by the department 
on or after July 1, 1998, pursuant to § 55-4-210; 
(D) Delta Kappa Gamma Society International; 
(E) Honorary consular; 
(F) Metropolitan council; 
(G) Military: 
(i) 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne); 
(ai) Air Medal (Meritorious) recipients; 
(iii) Blue star family; 
(iv) Bronze Star (Meritorious) recipients; 
(v) Combat veterans; 
(vi) Disabled Veteran (service-connected); 
(vii) “Enemy Evadees” as certified by the department of veterans 
services; 
(viii) Honorably discharged veterans of the United States Armed 
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Forces; 
(ix) Legion of Merit recipients; 
(x) Marine Corps League; 
(xi) Paratrooper; 
(xii) Pearl Harbor survivors; 
(xiii) Rakkasans; 
(xiv) Submarine veteran; 
(xv) Tennessee woman veteran, pursuant to § 55-4-267; 
(xvi) United States military, active forces, pursuant to § 55-4-252; 
(xvil) United States military, honorably discharged members, pursu- 
ant to § 55-4-252; 
(xviii) United States military, retired forces, pursuant to § 55-4-252; 
(xix) United States reserve forces, pursuant to § 55-4-254; 
(xx) United States reserve forces, honorably discharged members, 
pursuant to § 55-4-252; 
(xxi) United States reserve forces, retired, pursuant to § 55-4-252; 
and 
(xxl) Women Veterans of Color; 
(H) Personalized, pursuant to §§ 55-4-210 and 55-4-214; 
(I) Police Benevolent Association; and 
(J) Retired female firefighter; 
(6) Specialty earmarked: 
(A) Agriculture; 
(B) Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority; 
(C) Alpha Phi Alpha; 
(D) CHILDREN FIRST!; 
(E) Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.; 
(F) Ducks Unlimited; 
(G) Environmental; 
(H) Friends of Great Smoky Mountains; 
(I) Helping school volunteer; 
(J) Kappa Alpha Psi; 
(K) Nongame and endangered wildlife species or “Watchable Wildlife’; 
(L) Omega Psi Phi; 
(M) Phi Beta Sigma; 
(N) Supporters of Saint Jude Children’s Research Hospital; and 
(O) Zeta Phi Beta; and 
(7) New specialty earmarked plates, as defined in § 55-4-201: 
(A) 101st Airborne Screaming Eagle; 
(B) A Soldier’s Child [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(C) African American Breast Cancer Awareness; 
(D) ALS Awareness; 
(EK) Alumni Program of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville; 
(F) Alzheimer’s Association [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(G) AMVETS [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(H) Animal Friendly; 
(1) Appalachian Trail; 
(J) Autism Awareness; 
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(K) Baylor School [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(L) BE NICE [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(M) Big Brothers Big Sisters; 

(N) Blood Donor [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(O) Boone Lake Association [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(P) Boy Scouts of America [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(Q) Chattanooga Football Club [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(R) Childhood Cancer Awareness; 

(S) Childhood Hunger Awareness [Obsolete. See the Goripiler s Notes.]; 

(T) Children’s Hospital at Erlanger [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(U) Choose Life; 

(V) Civil War Preservation; 

(W) Combat Action [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(X) Cystic Fibrosis Awareness [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(Y) D.A.R.E. [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(Z) Diabetes Awareness [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(AA) Dollywood Foundation; 

(BB) Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Awareness [Obsolete. See 
the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(CC) Down Syndrome Awareness; 

(DD) “Driving To A Cure” (Pink Ribbon); 

(EE) Eagle Foundation; 

(FF) East Tennessee Children’s Hospital; 

(GG) Eastern Star [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(HH) Enjoy the Ride; 

(II) Fallen Linemen [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(JJ) Fallen Police and Firefighters [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(KK) Fighting for At-Risk Youth [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(LL) Fish and wildlife species; 

(MM) Fraternal Order of Police; 

(NN) Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms; 

(OO) Friends of Sycamore Shoals Historic Area, Inc.; 

(PP) Germantown Charity Horse Show [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes. ]; 

(QQ) Greene County School System; 

(RR) Habitat for Humanity; 

(SS) Historic Collierville [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(TT) Historic Franklin; 

(UU) Historic Maury [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(VV) Historic Whitehaven [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(WW) I RECYCLE; 

(XX) I Stand with Israel [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(YY) In Remembrance [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(ZZ) International Association of Firefighters; 

(AAA) Isaiah 117 House; 

(BBB) Jackson State University; 
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(CCC) Justin P. Wilson Cumberland Trail State Scenic Trail State Park 
[Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(DDD) Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) [Obsolete. See 
the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(EEE) Kiwanis International [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(FFF) Knights of Columbus [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(GGG) Le Bonheur Children’s Medical Center; 

(HHH) Linemen Power Tennessee; 

(III) Louisiana State University [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(JJJ) Loyal Order of Moose; 

(KKK) Lung Cancer Awareness [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(LLL) Make-A-Wish Foundation [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(MMM) Make-A-Wish Foundation; 

(NNN) Martin Luther King, Jr. [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(OOO) Masons; 

(PPP) Memphis Grizzlies; 

(QQQ) Memphis Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum; 

(RRR) Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare; 

(SSS) Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt; 

(TTT) Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD); 

(UUU) Mountain Tough [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(VVV) Nashville Parks Foundation [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(WWW) Nashville Predators; 

(XXX) National Rifle Association; 

(YYY) National Wild Turkey Federation; 

(ZZZ) Niswonger Children’s Hospital; 

(AAAA) North Carolina State University [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(BBBB) Nurses; 

(CCCC) Ohio State University [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(DDDD) Order of The Eastern Star [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(EEEE) Pat Summitt Foundation; 

(FFFF) Police Activities League [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(GGGG) Prostate Cancer Awareness [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(HHHH) Protecting Rivers and Clean Waters; 

(III) Radnor Lake; 

(JJJJ) Regional Medical Center at Memphis (The MED); 

(KKKK) Rotary International [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(LLLL) Save the Bees; 

(MMMM) Service Dogs [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(NNNN) Service Dogs Changing Lives; 

(OOOO) Share the Road; 

(PPPP) Smallmouth bass; 

(QQQQ) Sons of Confederate Veterans; 

(RRRR) Sportsman; 
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(SSSS) Strictly Vettes [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(TTTT) Suicide Prevention [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(UUUU) Support Our Troops; 
(VVVV) Tennessee Association of Realtors; 
(WWWW) Tennessee Chamber of Commerce and Industry; 
(XXXX) Tennis Memphis [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(YYYY) Tennessee School Nutrition Association [Obsolete. See the 
Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(ZZZZ) Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association; 
(AAAAA) Tennessee Tech University [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 
(BBBBB) Tennessee Titans; 
(CCCCC) Tennessee Voices for Victims [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 
(DDDDD) Tennessee Walking Horse; 
(EEEEE) Tennessee Wildlife Federation; 
(FFFFF) Tennessee Wildlife Federation nongame and education pro- 
grams; 
(GGGGG) The Center for Living and Learning, Inc.; 
(HHHHH) The Fairgrounds Nashville [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 
(IIIIT) TN Back the Blue [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(JJJJJ) Trout Unlimited; 
(KKKKK) University of Miami; 
(LLLLL) University of South Carolina [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes. ]; 
(MMMMM) University of Tennessee Health Science Center; 
(NNNNN) University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers’ NCAA National 
Championships; 
(OOOOO) University of Tennessee National Championship; 
(PPPPP) University of Texas; 
(QQQQQ) VEFW [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(RRRRR) West Virginia University; 
(SSSSS) Whitehaven High School [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 
(TTTTT) Women’s Suffrage Centennial; 
(UUUUU) Youth Villages. 
(d)(1) No registration plate shall be issued under this section unless 
authorized by this part. Registration under this part is supplemental to the 
motor vehicle title and registration law, compiled in chapters 1-6 of this title, 
and nothing in this part shall be construed as abridging or amending that 
law. An applicant with more than one (1) motor vehicle titled or leased in 
that applicant’s name, or applicants with more than one (1) motor vehicle 
jointly titled and/or leased in their names are entitled to an unlimited 
number of registration plates under the applicable provision of law, as long 
as all other special fees and regular costs are paid by the applicant and all 
requirements set out in parts 1 and 2 of this chapter are followed. 
(2) No qualified person shall receive more than one (1) free plate, unless 
the issuance of additional free plates is specifically authorized by the statute 
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creating the cultural, specialty earmarked or new specialty earmarked plate, 

memorial plate or special purpose plate. 

(e) Registration plates issued to United States judges, United States sena- 
tors, and members of the United States house of representatives pursuant to 
subdivisions (a)(9) and (a)(16)-(18) shall be of a distinctive design approved by 
the department and shall bear, as applicable, the district number of house 
members, the number “1” or “2” for senators, based on seniority, and the 
appropriate number for judges, based on seniority of appointment. Unless a 
conflict exists with other designs, the designs used before July 1, 1984, shall be 
used. 

(f) Whenever a spouse having a cultural, specialty earmarked or new 
specialty earmarked plate, memorial plate or special purpose plate is divorced 
and no longer entitled to the plate, the spouse no longer entitled to that plate 
shall deliver the plate to the county clerk, and the county clerk shall issue a 
regular plate valid for the same period as the cultural, specialty earmarked or 
new specialty earmarked plate, memorial plate or special purpose plate. 

(g)(1) Registration plates issued to honorary consulars pursuant to subdi- 

vision (c)(5)(C) shall be of a distinctive design approved by the department 

and shall bear, as applicable, the words “Honorary Consul” and an appro- 
priate number. 

(2) The revised honorary consular plates issued pursuant to this section 
shall be delivered to qualified persons upon renewal of registration of the 
vehicle to which the plates are issued. No person with honorary consular 
plates shall be required to exchange the plates until the renewal of 
registration of the vehicle to which the plates are issued. 


History. 2007, ch. 63, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 43; 2007, ch. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 1998 ch. 1113,§ 1; 604, §§ 1,4,6, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 18, 22, 24, 26, 28, 
1998, ch. 1114, § 1; 1998, ch. 1115, § 1; 1998, 30, 32, 39, 41, 42; 2008, ch. 1165, $§ 1, 4, 7, 9, 
ch. 1116, § 1; 1998, ch. 1117, § 1; 1998, ch. 11, 13, 15, 20, 22, 25, 27, 30, 32, 34, 36, 41, 43, 
1118, § 1; 1998, ch. 1119, § 1; 1998, ch. 1120, 48, 50, 52, 54, 57, 59, 62; 2009, ch. 530, §§ 117, 
§ 1; 1998, ch. 1121, § 1; 1998, ch. 1122, § 1; 118; 2009, ch. 589, $§ 1, 3,5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 
1998, ch. 1123, § 1; 1998, ch. 1124, § 1; 1998, 19, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 36, 38, 39; 2010, 
ch. 1130, § 1; 1998, ch. 1132, § 1; 1998, ch. ch. 1151, §§ 3,6, 9, 12, 14, 16, 18, 23, 25, 28, 31, 
1133, § 1; 1999, ch. 3, § 1; 1999, ch. 9, §§ 4,5; 33,35, 37, 42, 44, 48, 50, 56; 2011, ch. 491, §§ 1, 
1999, ch. 42, § 1; 1999, ch. 46,§ 1;1999,ch.71,  4,6,9, 11, 14, 16, 20, 22, 28, 31, 33, 35, 39; 2012, 
§ 1; 1999, ch. 132,§ 1; 1999, ch. 281,§ 1;1999, ch. 543, § 1; 2012, ch. 545, § 1; 2012, ch. 546, 
ch. 290, § 1; 1999, ch. 292, § 1; 1999, ch. 316, § 1;2012,ch.587,§ 1; 2012, ch. 590,§ 1; 2012, 
§ 1; 1999, ch. 400, § 1;1999, ch. 416,§ 1;1999, ch. 593, § 1; 2012, ch. 597, § 1; 2012, ch. 702, 
ch. 449, §§ 1, 3; 1999, ch. 529, § 1; 2002, ch. § 1;2012,ch.746,§ 1; 2012, ch. 749, § 1; 2012, 
633, §§ 1, 4; 2002, ch. 876, §§ 4,7,9,11,13,15, ch. 768, § 1; 2012, ch. 769, § 1; 2012, ch. 782, 
17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37,39, 41, § 1;2012, ch. 827,§ 1; 2012, ch. 864,§ 1; 2012, 
43, 45, 47, 49, 51, 53, 55, 57, 59, 61; 2003, ch. ch. 868, § 1; 2012, ch. 920, $§ 1, 3; 2013, ch. 
130, § 1; 2003, ch. 135, § 1; 2003, ch. 140,§ 1; 183, § 4; 2013, ch. 303, § 1; 2013, ch. 308, 
2003, ch. 147, § 1; 2003, ch. 151, § 1;2003,ch. § 18(2); 2013, ch. 318, §§ 6, 7; 2018, ch. 484, 


165, § 1; 2003, ch. 265, § 1; 2003, ch. 280,§ 4; §§ 1, 3,5, 7, 9,12, 14, 16, 20, 22, 24; 2014, ch. 


2003, ch. 372, § 1; 2003, ch. 417, §§ 1,4;2004, 941, §§ 1,3, 5, 7,9, 13, 14, 15, 19, 21; 2014, ch. 
ch. 787, § 2; 2004, ch. 788, § 1; 2004, ch. 789, 966, §§ 2,4, 24; 2015, ch. 24, § 7; 2015, ch. 383, 
§ 1; 2004, ch. 790,§ 1; 2004, ch. 791,§ 1;2004, §§ 1,3,5, 7,9, 11, 13, 15, 18, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 
ch. 792, § 1; 2004, ch. 793, § 1; 2004, ch. 794, 31, 33, 37, 39; 2016, ch. 790, § 4; 2016, ch. 825, 
§ 1; 2004, ch. 795, § 1; 2004, ch. 933,§ 1;2004, § 1;2016, ch. 879, $§ 1,3,5, 7, 9, 13, 15, 17, 19, 
ch. 934, § 1; 2004, ch. 935, § 1; 2004, ch. 936, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 35, 36; 2017, ch. 97, § 1; 
8§ 1,3, 5; 2004, ch. 937, § 1; 2004, ch. 938,§ 1; 2017, ch. 359, § 3; 2017, ch. 384, §§ 1, 3,5, 7,9, 
2005, ch. 506, §§ 1,3, 5, 7,8, 10, 12, 14,17, 21; 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 
2006, ch. 911, §§ 1, 2; 2006, ch. 964, §§ 1,3,5, 39; 2018, ch. 926,§ 2; 2018, ch. 1023, §§ 1, 3,7, 
7, 9, 11, 15, 19, 21, 26; 2007, ch. 17, §§ 1, 2; 9, 11,13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 49, 
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54; T.C.A. 55-4-202; Acts 2019, ch. 64, § 1; 
2019, ch. 253, §§ 4, 6, 8, 11, 13, 16, 19, 21, 23, 
26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 41, 43, 48; 2020, ch. 
660, §§ 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 
26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 41, 43, 48. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56,.8§ 1, 2; 1985, ch: 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § .6;,1990,; ch..871,.§ .1;,1990,.ch..897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4: 1991, ch: 209, §$ "1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §$ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch: 66, § 72; 1998, 
ch,’ 105, $$ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1;°1993, ch: 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145;°§ 1; 1993; ch! 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, sch: 1314, '§)1; 1993; ch: 446; 
§§ 1-3; 1993, .ch..529,.,.§, 6;,.1994,. ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§. 1-3; .1994, ch. 959; § 1;) 1994; \ ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1; 2; 
L995;) chy $4) 88) 1)’ 231995) ch.) 122) $s 1-3: 
1995, ch: 132,.$) 2; 1995; ch: 178,,$$ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199; § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854,7 $§/1-5;. 1996, ch. 914, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Provisions of Acts 1998, chs. 1113, 1114, 1116- 
1124, 1180, 1132 and 1133, concerning the 
issuance of cultural and new specialty ear- 
marked registration plates, which conflicted 
with the provisions of Acts 1998, ch. 1063, were 
not codified. For provisions governing the issu- 
ance of such plates and the distribution of fees 
from such issuances, see §§ 55-4-201, 55-4-202, 
55-4-209, 55-4-210 and 55-4-214—55-4-220. 

The division of motor vehicles was trans- 
ferred from the department of revenue to the 
department of safety by Executive Order No. 37 
(June 29, 1990). 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 64 provided that the 
provisions of subsection (f) of this section shall 
not apply to that act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 65 provided that the 
commissioner of safety is authorized to promul- 
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gate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
provisions of that act. All such rules and regu- 
lations shall be promulgated in accordance 
with the provisions of the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 
5. 

Acts 2006, ch. 911, § 4 provided that the act 
shall apply to the issuance and renewal of all 
Masons license plates on or after July 1, 2006. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2009, ch. 589. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
Tbe 

In view of § 55-4-201(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)], 
former provisions concerning the new specialty 
earmarked plates for Adoption, Fisk Jubilee 
Singers, Habitat for Humanity, Harpeth River 
Watershed Association, Kappa Delta Sorority, 
Prince Hall Masons, Rotary International, 
SpiritHorse Therapeutic Riding, Stax Museum 
of American Soul Music, T. C. Thompson Chil- 
dren’s Hospital, Tennessee Equine Association, 
were deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2012, 
since these license plates failed to meet the 
minimum order requirements for issuance. 

Acts 2018, ch. 318, § 13, as amended by Acts 
2014, ch. 966, § 28, provided that notwith- 
standing any law to the contrary, any person 
issued an Air Medal memorial license plate 
prior to June 21, 2013, shall be entitled to 
retain the plate for vehicular use upon compli- 
ance with all motor vehicle laws relating to 
registration and licensing of motor vehicles. 
Any Air Medal military cultural plates initially 
issued to any recipient of the Air Medal (Meri- 
torious) on or after May 18, 2013, shall be 
subject to the regular registration fee for plates, 
as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and the fee 
provided for in § 55-4-203(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
204(c)(1)]. Any Air Medal military cultural 
plates initially issued to any recipient of the Air 
Medal (Valor) on or after May 13, 2013, and 
prior to May 19, 2014, shall be memorial plates 
upon their first renewal on or after May 13, 
2013; provided, that the plates shall not be 
subject to the regular registration fee and shall 
be free of charge pursuant to§ 55-4-203(b) [now 
§ 55-4-204(b)]. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(g)(1)], the former 
specialty license plates for Tennessee Veterans, 
Donate Life, Labrador Retriever Foundation, 
American Red Cross, National Civil Rights 
Museum, Concerns of Police Survivors 
(C.O.P.S.), American Lung Association, Tennes- 
see Breast Cancer Coalition, Ronald McDonald 
House, FedEx Family House, Dogwood Arts, 
Music City Alumni Chapter of Western Ken- 
tucky University, Boy Scouts of America, Team- 
sters, Brain Injury Awareness, and Wilson 


147 


County — The Place to Be! are declared to be 
obsolete since they did not qualify for initial 
issuance by the July 1, 20138, deadline. 

Acts 2014, ch. 941, § 17, as amended by Acts 
2015, ch. 383, § 35, and as amended by Acts 
2017, ch. 384 § 52, provided that, notwith- 
standing § 55-4-201(h)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(g)(1)], the “Niswonger Children’s Hospital” 
new specialty earmarked license plate autho- 
rized pursuant to § 55-4-313 [now § 55-4-345] 
shall have until July 1, 2018, to meet the 
applicable minimum issuance requirements of 
§ 55-4-201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(g)(1)]. 

Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 29 provided that not- 
withstanding title 55, chapter 4, any person 
issued a Handicapped Veteran, Legion of Valor, 
Silver Star, Bronze Star, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, or Air Medal license plate prior to May 
19, 2014, shall be entitled to retain the license 
plate for vehicular use upon compliance with 
all motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)\(1) [now § 55-4-202(g)(1)], the former 
specialty license plates for Concerned Motorcy- 
clists of Tennessee/American Bikers Active To- 
ward Education, Alpha Eta Rho International 
Aviation Fraternity, Vanderbilt University Ath- 
letic Department, Northwest Tennessee Disas- 
ter Service, Suicide Prevention, Safe Schools, 
Tennessee Theatre, Adoption, Sons of American 
Revolution, Historic Collierville, Tennessee 
Tennis, and Almost Home Animal Rescue are 
declared to be obsolete since they did not 
qualify for initial issuance by the July 1, 2014, 
deadline. Pursuant to Acts 2013, ch. 308, 
§ 18(2), these obsolete entries have been de- 
leted and the subdivisions redesignated accord- 
ingly. 

Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 
Tennessee Code Commission is requested to 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 
ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- 
ever the language appears in reference to the 
name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(g)(1)], the former 
specialty license plates for Chambliss Center 
for Children, Historic Gallatin, I RECYCLE, 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, Lung 
Cancer Alliance, McCallie School, and Tennes- 
see Federation of Garden Clubs are declared to 
be obsolete since they did not qualify for initial 
issuance by the July 1, 2015 deadline. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(¢)(1)], the former 
Specialty license plates for Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD), 2014 College World 
Series Champions — Vanderbilt University, Al- 
zheimer’s Association, Cystic Fibrosis Aware- 
ness, Donate Life, Germantown Charity Horse 
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Show, Multiple Sclerosis Foundation, Inc., Mu- 
sic City Inc. Foundation, Native American In- 
dian Association, Scenic and Historic Gallatin, 
Soulsville, U.S.A., Supporters of the Blind and 
Visually Impaired, Tennessee Vietnam Veter- 
ans, Inc., Vanderbilt University Athletic De- 
partment, and Wingz of Love Foundation are 
declared to be obsolete since they did not 
qualify for initial issuance by the July 1, 2016 
deadline. 

Acts 2017, ch. 384, § 53 provided that not- 
withstanding § 55-4-201(h)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(¢g)(1)], the Pat Summitt Foundation new 
specialty earmarked license plates authorized 
pursuant to § 55-4-315 [see § 55-4-355] shall 
have until July 1, 2018, to meet the applicable 
minimum issuance requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(¢)(1)]. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(¢)(1)], the former 
specialty license plates for Be Nice, Combat 
Action, D.A.R.E., Down Syndrome Awareness, 
Eastern Star, Fallen Linemen, Fallen Police 
and Firefighters, Make-A-Wish Foundation, 
Nashville Parks Foundation, Prostate Cancer 
Awareness, Rotary International, Tennessee 
Schools Nutrition Association, Tennessee Tech 
University, The Fairgrounds Nashville, and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 
(VFWs) are declared to be obsolete since they 
did not qualify for initial issuance by the July 1, 
2017 deadline. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(¢)(1)], the former 
specialty license plates for A Soldier’s Child, 
Alzheimer’s Association, Baylor School, Boy 
Scouts of America, Chattanooga Football Club, 
Childhood Cancer Awareness, Childhood Hun- 
ger Awareness, Cystic Fibrosis Awareness, Dia- 
betes Awareness, Germantown Charity Horse 
Show, Historic Collierville, Historic White- 
haven, In Remembrance, Justin P Wilson Cum- 
berland Trail State Scenic Trail State Park, 
Police Activities League, Strictly Vettes, are 
declared to be obsolete since they did not 
qualify for initial issuance by the July 1, 2018 
deadline. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(g)(1)], the former 
speciality license plates for Boone Lake Asso- 
ciation, Cumberland University, Domestic Vio- 
lence and Sexual Assault Awareness, Historic 
Maury, Kiwanis International, Louisiana State 
University, Lung Cancer Awareness, Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving MADD, Mountain 
Tough, North Carolina State University, Ohio 
State University, Suicide Prevention, Stand 
For Israel, TN Back The Blue, and University 
of South Carolina are declared to be obsolete 
since they did not qualify for initial issuance by 
the July 1, 2019 deadline. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
202(¢)(1), the former speciality license plate for 
the Children’s Hospital at Erlanger did not 
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meet its minimum registration requirements 
for two consecutive renewal periods; therefore, 
this plate became obsolete as of July 1, 2020. 
Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
202(g)(1), the former speciality license plates 
for AMVETS, Antique Auto (unrestricted use), 
Blood Donor, Fighting for At-Risk Youth, Ger- 
mantown Charity Horse Show, Greene County 
School System (reauthorized by 2020 legisla- 
tion), Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
(JDRF), Knights of Columbus, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Order of The Eastern Star, Service 
Dogs, Tennis Memphis, Tennessee Voices for 
Victims, and Whitehaven High School are de- 
clared to be obsolete since they did not qualify 
for initial issuance by the July 1, 2020 deadline. 


Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment, in (c)(5), added “An- 
tique Auto”, “Delta Kappa Gamma Society”, 
“Disabled Veteran (service-connected)” and, in 
(c)(7), added “101st Airborne Screaming Eagle”, 
“African American Breast Cancer Awareness”, 
“ALS Awareness”, “Alumni Program of the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee, Knoxville”, “Big Brothers 
Big Sisters”, “Childhood Cancer Awareness”, 
“Enjoy the Ride”, “Greene County School Sys- 
tem”, “Habitat for Humanity”, “I RECYCLE”, 
“Isiah 117 House”, “Loyal Order of Moose”, 
“Make-A-Wish Foundation”, “Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD)”, “Service Dogs Chang- 
ing Lives”, “Tennessee Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry”, “University of Miami”, “Univer- 
sity of Texas”, “West Virginia University”, and 
“Women’s Suffrage Centennial”. 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


Cross-References. 

101st Airborne Screaming Eagle, § 55-4-385. 

African American Breast Cancer Awareness, 
§ 55-4-374. 

ALS Awareness, § 55-4-372. 

Alumni Program of the University of Tennes- 
see, Knoxville, § 55-4-340. 

Amateur radio station licensees, § 55-4-225. 

Animal Friendly specialty license plates, 
§ 55-4-317. 

Autism Awareness, § 55-4-354. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters, § 55-4-386. 

Blue star family, § 55-4-265. 

Bronze Star (Meritorious) and Air Medal 
(Meritorious) recipients, § 55-4-260. 

Childhood Cancer Awareness, § 55-4-375. 

Children First, § 55-4-291. 

Class C misdemeanor for violations of title 
55, chapters 1-4, § 55-5-120. 

Dealers category plates, § 55-4-226. 

Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, § 
55-4-233. 

Disabled drivers, § 55-4-209. 

Disabled Veteran (service-connected), § 55-4- 
B97; 

Disabled veterans, § 55-4-256. 
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Dollywood Foundation, § 55-4-352. 

Down Syndrome Awareness, § 55-4-371. 

East Tennessee Children’s Hospital, § 55-4- 
343. 

Emergency category plates, § 55-4-223. 

Enjoy the Ride, § 55-4-384. 

Fees for new specialty earmarked plates, 
§ 55-4-204. 

Fish and wildlife species plates, § 55-4-307. 

Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms, § 55-4- 
313. 

Friends of Sycamore Shoals Historic Area, 
Inc., § 55-4-323. 

Former prisoners of war, § 55-4-261. 

Fraternal Order of Police plates, § 55-4-326. 

General assembly members, § 55-4-220. 

Governmental service plates, § 55-4-219. 

Greene County School System, § 55-4-382. 

Habitat for Humanity, § 55-4-378. 

Holders of the Purple Heart, § 55-4-257. 

I RECYCLE, § 55-4-360. 

Isaiah 117 House, § 55-4-377. 

Jackson State University, § 55-4-366. 

Judiciary members, § 55-4-221. 

Legion of Merit, § 55-4-275. 

Legislator Emeritus, § 55-4-229. 

Linemen Power Tennessee, § 55-4-361. 

Loyal Order of Moose, § 55-4-376. 

Make-A-Wish Foundation, § 55-4-373. 

Medal of Honor § 55-4-258. 

Medal of Honor recipients, § 55-4-259. 

Members of 5th Special Forces Group (Air- 
borne), § 55-4-2738. 

Memorial registration plates, § 55-4-250. 

Memphis Grizzlies, § 55-4-336. 

Memphis Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum, § 55-4-364. 

Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare, § 55-4- 
347, 

Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), § 
55-4-380. 

National guard members, § 55-4-255. 

Niswonger Children’s Hospital plates, § 55- 
4-345. 

Nurse plates, § 55-4-348. 

Paratrooper, § 55-4-272. 

Pat Summitt Foundation, § 55-4-355. 

Protecting Rivers and Clean Waters, § 55-4- 
314. 

Radnor Lake plates, § 55-4-315. 

Rakkasans, § 55-4-274. 

Save the Bees, § 55-4-318. 

Service Dogs Changing Lives, § 55-4-383. 

Submarine veteran, § 55-4-268. 

Support Our Troops plates, § 55-4-324. 

Tennessee Chamber of Commerce and Indus- 
try, § 55-4-379. 

Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association, § 55-4-325. 

The Center for Living and Learning, Inc, § 
55-4-381. 

University of Miami, § 55-4-367. 

University of Tennessee Health Science Cen- 
ter, § 55-4-341. 

University of Texas, § 55-4-368. 

West Virginia University, § 55-4-369. 
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Women’s Suffrage Centennial, § 55-4-387. emergency license plates to trauma physicians 
Women Veterans of Color, § 55-4-276. except to the extent that such physicians may 
Seth ioviioneral, Opinions? also be authorized to receive such plates by 


Bpsection (Ol) of TCA. 8°64-2-902 and virtue of membership in a group to whose 
T.C.A. § 55-4-222 [now § 54-2-203 and T.C.A. members such plates may be issued, OAG 03- 
§ 55-4-223] do not authorize the issuance of 163; 2003 Tenn. AG LEXIS 178 (12/23/03). 


55-4-204. Fees. 


(a) In addition to title, registration, transfer or other fees or taxes otherwise 
applicable under this title, persons applying for and receiving registration 
plates under this part shall pay additional fees as follows: 

(1) Antique motor vehicle — thirty dollars ($30.00), pursuant to § 55-4- 

111(a)(1) Class C and as provided for in § 55-4-111(b); 

(2) Dealers, as provided for in § 55-4-226; 
(3) Disabled — regular fee applicable to the vehicle, except as expressly 

provided otherwise in § 55-21-1038; 

(4) Emergency: 

(A) Amateur radio: 

(i) Regular fee applicable to the vehicle, if the applicant meets the 
qualifications of § 55-4-225(e); or 

(ii) Twenty-five dollars ($25.00), if the applicant does not meet the 
qualifications of § 55-4-225(e); 

(B) On-call surgical personnel — regular fee applicable to the vehicle 
and as provided for in § 55-4-223(;); 

(C) Police officer — regular fee applicable to the vehicle and as provided 
for in § 55-4-223(f); 

(D) Regular fee applicable to the vehicle and as provided for in § 55-4- 
223 for the following special purpose plates: 

(i) Auxiliary police; 

(ii) Civil air patrol; 

(iii) Civil defense; 

(iv) Constables; 

(v) Emergency services squad, including, but not limited to, emer- 
gency medical technicians, paramedics, emergency medical technician- 
paramedics, other emergency medical services providers or emergency 
medical responders, or physicians or nurses on the scene or accompa- 
nying or attending a patient in an ambulance; and 

(vi) Rescue squad; 

(EK) Tennessee state guard — regular fee applicable to the vehicle and a 
fee proportionately equal to the cost of actually designing and manufac- 
turing the plates to ensure that the issuance of the plates is revenue 
neutral; provided, that the fee shall only be applicable upon initial 
issuance or reissuance of the plates provided for in this section and shall 
not be applicable at the time of renewal; 

(F) Trauma nurses — regular fee applicable to the vehicle and as 
provided for in § 55-4-223(h); 

(G) Trauma physicians — regular fee applicable to the vehicle and as 
provided for in § 55-4-223(g); and 

(H) United States coast guard auxiliary — regular fee applicable to the 
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vehicle and a fee proportionately equal to the cost of actually designing 

and manufacturing the plates to ensure that the issuance of the plates is 

revenue neutral; provided, that the fee shall only be applicable upon initial 
issuance or reissuance of the plates provided for in this section and shall 
not be applicable at the time of renewal; 

(5) Firefighter — regular fee applicable to the vehicle and as provided for 
in § 55-4-224; 

(6) General assembly — twenty-five dollars ($25.00); 

(7) Government service — as provided for in § 55-4-219; 

(8) Judiciary — twenty-five dollars ($25.00); 

(9) National guard: enlisted, officers, retirees and honorably discharged 
members — as provided for in § 55-4-255; 

(10) Sheriff — twenty-five dollars ($25.00); 

(11) Street rod — fifty dollars ($50.00) and as provided for in § 55-4-318 
[obsolete]; 

(12) United States house of representatives — twenty-five dollars 
($25.00); 

(13) United States judge — twenty-five dollars ($25.00); 

(14) United States senate — twenty-five dollars ($25.00); 

(15) Regular fee as provided for in Class H of § 55-4-111(a)(1) and as 
provided for in part 7 of this chapter for Class I off-highway vehicles and 
Class II off-highway vehicles; and 

(16) Legislator Emeritus — twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

(b) The following plates shall be issued free of charge and in the number 
specified by the section authorizing the issuance of the individual plate; 
provided, that the appropriate criteria are met by the applicant: 

Memorial: 

(1) Air Force Cross recipients; 

(2) Air Medal (Valor) recipients; 

(3) Bronze Star (Valor) recipients; 

(4) Disabled Veterans, including those disabled veterans who choose to 
receive the Purple Heart plate pursuant to § 55-4-257(e); 

(5) Distinguished Flying Cross recipients; 

(6) Distinguished Service Cross recipients; 

(7) Former Prisoner of War; 

(8) Gold star family; 

(9) Holder of the Purple Heart; 

(10) Medal of Honor recipients; 

(11) Navy Cross recipients; and 

(12) Silver Star recipients. 

(c)(1) The following military cultural plates shall be issued upon the 

payment of the regular registration fee and a fee equal to the cost of actually 

designing and manufacturing the plates; provided, that the issuance of these 
plates shall be revenue neutral: 

(A) 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne); 

(B) Air Medal (Meritorious) recipients; 

(C) Blue Star family; 

(D) Bronze Star (Meritorious) recipients; 
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(EK) Combat veterans; 
(F) Disabled Veteran (service-connected); 
(G) “Enemy Evadees,” as certified by the department of veterans 

services, pursuant to § 55-4-263; 

(H) Honorably discharged veterans of the United States armed forces, 

pursuant to § 55-4-253; 

(I) Legion of Merit recipients; 

(J) Marine Corps League; 

(K) Paratrooper; 

(L) Pearl Harbor survivors, pursuant to § 55-4-262; 

(M) Rakkasans; 

(N) Submarine veteran; 

(O) Tennessee woman veteran, pursuant to § 55-4-267; 

(P) United States military, active forces, pursuant to § 55-4-252; 

(Q) United States military, honorably discharged members, pursuant to 

§ 55-4-252; 

(R) United States military, retired, pursuant to § 55-4-252; 
(S) United States reserve forces, honorably discharged members, pur- 

suant to § 55-4-252; 

(T) United States reserve forces, pursuant to § 55-4-254; 
(U) United States reserve forces, retired, pursuant to § 55-4-252; and 
(V) Women Veterans of Color. 

(2) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the payment of the fee equal 

to the cost of actually designing and manufacturing the plates provided in 
subdivision (c)(1) shall only be applicable upon initial issuance or reissuance 
of the plates specified in subdivision (c)(1) and shall not be applicable at the 
time of renewal. 
(d) All other cultural, specialty earmarked and new specialty earmarked 
_ plates authorized by this part shall be issued upon the payment of a fee of 
thirty-five dollars ($35.00), in addition to the regular registration fee, in 
accordance with § 55-4-202(b)(2). 

(e) OEM headquarters company plates shall be issued free of charge as 
provided for in § 55-4-227. 

(f) For purposes related to this chapter, the department may authorize the 
state treasurer to establish a program for the sale of nonrefundable gift 
vouchers, gift cards, rebates, incentives, debit cards or any other form of 
electronic payments. The state treasurer, or designated entity, may administer 
all or any portion of the program regarding the use of such gift vouchers, gift 
cards, rebates, incentives, debit cards or any other form of electronic payments. 
The treasurer may charge for reasonable administration costs, or authorize the 
designated entity to charge a fee to defray such costs. 


History. § 2; 1994, ch. 9380, § 2; 1994, ch. 999, §§ 2-4; 

Acts 1984, ch. 966, § 1; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 1995, ch. 122, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, § 1; 1995, ch. 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 5, 12; 1987, ch. 172, § 5;1988, 335, §.2;.1995, ch..399, § .2; 1996, ch. 615, §, 2; 
ch. 618, § 2; 1988, ch. 687, § 2; 1988, ch. 781, 1996, ch. 658, § 2; 1996, ch. 672, § 5; 1996, ch. 
§ 3; 1988, ch. 864, § 2; 1990, ch. 925,§ 3;1991, 673, § 2; 1996, ch. 854, § 2; 1996, ch. 914, § 2; 
ch. 482, § 6; 1992, ch. 846, § 2; 1992, ch. 1008, 1996, ch. 963, § 2; 1996, ch. 965, § 3; 1996, ch. 
§ 2;1993, ch. 105, § 2; 1993, ch. 236,§ 2;1993, 971,§ 2; 1996, ch. 994,§ 2; 1996, ch. 1024, § 2; 
ch. 446, § 2; 1994, ch. 624, § 2; 1994, ch. 665, 1996, ch. 1030, § 4; 1996, ch. 1047, § 3; 1998, 
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ch. 1063, § 1; 1999, ch. 98, § 3; 2002, ch. 633, 
$§ 2, 5; 2002, ch. 866, § 1; 2002, ch. 876, $§ 2, 
5: 2003, ch. 280, § 5; 2004, ch. 933, § 2; 2004, 
ch. 937, § 2; 2006, ch. 964, §§ 16, 27; 2007, ch. 
63, § 2: 2007, ch. 604, $$ 19, 43, 44; 2008, ch. 
924, § 13; 2008, ch. 1165, §§ 5, 8, 23, 31, 44; 
2009, ch. 530, § 119; 2010, ch. 1151, $$ 7, 10; 
2011, ch. 491, § 23; 2013, ch. 318, $§ 8, 9; 2014, 
ch. 869, § 1; 2014, ch. 966, §§ 3, 5, 25; 2015, ch. 
24, § 7; 2016, ch. 790, § 5; 2017, ch. 97, § 4; 
2017, ch. 384, § 37; 2018, ch. 926, § 3; 2018, ch. 
1023, §§ 4, 24, 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-203; Acts 
2019, ch. 253, §§ 17, 42; 2019, ch. 254, § 1; 
2020, ch. 597, § 1; 2020, ch. 660, § 44. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch..95,,.§ 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-8, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch.501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591;.§.\6;,1990, ch: 871,.§.1;.1990, ch:897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4;°1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3;,,1992, :ch...846,,,$§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


128, § 1; 1998, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§$.1-35 1994. ch, 959; Siids9 1004. chi, 999, 
§§ 1-5: 1995, ch. 56, § 1: 1995, ch. 82, §$. 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84, Sor lo: 1995, ch. 122, 39 1-3: 
1995,,ch 132; $2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch, 195s Si 43 1995, ch. 199, §. 4; 1995, ch. 335, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§, 1;, 1996; ch. 854; §§.,1-5; 1996, ch. 914; 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ‘ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Provisions of Acts 1998, chs. 1113, 1114, 1116- 
1124, 1130, 1132 and 11338, concerning the 
issuance of cultural and new specialty ear- 
marked registration plates, which conflicted 
with the provisions of Acts 1998, ch. 1063, were 
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not codified. For provisions governing the issu- 
ance of such plates and the distribution of fees 
from such issuances, see §§ 55-4-201, 55-4-202, 
55-4-209, 55-4-210 and 55-4-214—55-4-220. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 65 provided that the 
commissioner of safety is authorized to promul- 
gate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
provisions of that act. All such rules and regu- 
lations shall be promulgated in accordance 
with the provisions of the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 
5. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
1151. 

Acts 2018, ch. 318, § 18, as amended by Acts 
2014, ch. 966, § 28, provided that notwith- 
standing any law to the contrary, any person 
issued an Air Medal memorial license plate 
prior to June 21, 2013, shall be entitled to 
retain the plate for vehicular use upon compli- 
ance with all motor vehicle laws relating to 
registration and licensing of motor vehicles. 
Any Air Medal military cultural plates initially 
issued to any recipient of the Air Medal (Meri- 
torious) on or after May 13, 2013, shall be 
subject to the regular registration fee for plates, 
as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and the fee 
provided for in § 55-4-2038(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
204(c)(1)]. Any Air Medal military cultural 
plates initially issued to any recipient of the Air 
Medal (Valor) on or after May 13, 2013, and 
prior to May 19, 2014, shall be memorial plates 
upon their first renewal on or after May 13, 
2013; provided, that the plates shall not be 
subject to the regular registration fee and shall 
be free of charge pursuant to § 55-4-203(b) 
[Inow § 55-4-204(b)]. 

Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 29 provided that not- 
withstanding title 55, chapter 4, any person 
issued a Handicapped Veteran, Legion of Valor, 
Silver Star, Bronze Star, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, or Air Medal license plate prior to May 
19, 2014, shall be entitled to retain the license 
plate for vehicular use upon compliance with 
all motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles. 

Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 
Tennessee Code Commission is requested to 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 
ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- 
ever the language appears in reference to the 
name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 
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Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment by ch. 597 inserted “, 
emergency medical technician-paramedics, 
other emergency medical services providers or 
emergency medical responders, or physicians 
or nurses on the scene or accompanying or 
attending a patient in an ambulance” in 


(a)(4)(D)(v). 


The 2020 amendment by ch. 660 added “Dis- 
abled Veteran (service-connected);” in (c)(1). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 597, § 4. July 1, 2020. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-205. Seven characters maximum. 


Registration plates issued under this part may bear up to seven (7) 
characters or positions for a passenger motor vehicle, recreational vehicle or 
truck of one-half or three-quarter-ton rating, or, if authorized, up to six (6) 
characters or positions for a motorcycle. 


History. P25 St Te AOS" chy etabes* 1: LOSS" chy 236, 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, §§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-204. §§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
: §§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665 

9 -) ? ? ? ? ) 
Bereer.s Notes a _ $8 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning $8 a1 eSls 1994 wich O59 unSenl $1994: chin QA0 


special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 


§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1996 ,jch 11 845 $8 wh, 62301 995,) chit 122¢'$§ 1123; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 178, 8§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 


1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 88.13; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3,5; 88 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
1987, ch. 434, § 2: 1988, ch. 575,§ 1:1988,ch. & 1 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 88 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 

§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 


781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1;1989, ch. 501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 


1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1- 4), 


page 8 
81-5; 


Cross-References. 


§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, 8§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, 8§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 


Registration fees for dealers, manufacturers 
and transporters, § 55-4-117. 


Law Reviews. 


Evidence — 1963 Tennessee Survey (Lyman 
R. Patterson), 17 Vand. L. Rev. 1058. 


1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


55- 4-206. Rules and regulations — Compliance with state license laws 
— Location for making application for plates — Waiver of 
county name requirement. 


(a) The commissioner, or any other department commissioner designated 
with responsibility in this section, shall make rules and regulations as are 
necessary to require compliance with all state license laws relating to the use 
and operation of a motor vehicle before issuing cultural, specialty earmarked 
or new specialty earmarked plates, memorial plates or special purpose plates 
in lieu of the regular Tennessee license plates, and all applications for the 
plates shall be made to the county clerk of the county wherein the applicant 
resides, unless provided for otherwise. 

(b) The commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations to 
effectuate the purposes of this part. All such rules and regulations shall be 
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promulgated in accordance with the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, 
compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 

(c) Notwithstanding § 55-4-103(b)(4), if additional space is needed on any 
cultural, specialty earmarked or new specialty earmarked plate, memorial 
plate or special purpose plate issued pursuant to this part for a logo or other 
identifying message, the commissioner shall be authorized to waive the 
requirement that the plates specify the name of the county of issue. 

(d) The commissioner is authorized to facilitate delivery of any new spe- 
cialty earmarked, emergency, firefighter, national guard, memorial or military 
plate authorized for a motorcycle in this part in a manner that maximizes 
efficiency and costs, and is not unduly burdensome to either the department or 
county clerks. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, §§ 1, 6; 1999, ch.400, 
§ 2; T.C.A. §§ 55-4-298, 55-4-299; Acts 2007, 
ch. 484, § 44; 2009, ch. 589, § 34; Acts 2018, ch. 
1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-205. 


Code Commission Notes. Former §§ 55-4- 
298 and 55-4-299 were transferred to this sec- 
tion, as (c) and (b), respectively, in 1999, by 
authority of the Tennessee code commission. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
89.01) 9x 1965, ch. 56,88) Liz: 198h, chido, Sod. 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch, 228, $§ 1-11: 1987, ch.' 336, $§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1;1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, $' 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § '6; 1990; ch.’871, § 1; 1990; ch: 897, 


55-4-207. Expiration and renewal. 


§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2: 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, $§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2: 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 


§§ 1-3; 1998, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84," $$) 132; 1996, ‘eh. 122)" $$ \ Peas 
1995; ch: 182, :§ (2; 1996,:ch;-173, $$ 1,2? 199m. 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
$$) 1, °2;'1995, ch..399,.$§, 2-3; }1996; chi.6 2a! 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§$ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2009, ch. 589. 


(a) Notwithstanding § 55-4-104 or other provisions of part 1 of this chapter, 
all license plates issued under this part and certificates of registration shall 
not expire on March 31 of each year, but rather shall expire pursuant to 
subsection (b). 

(b) With respect to motor vehicles using plates issued pursuant to this part, 
the commissioner shall establish a system of registration renewals at alternate 
intervals which will allow for the distribution of the registration workload as 
uniformly as is practicable throughout the calendar year. Registrations issued 
under the alternate method are valid for twelve (12) months, and expire on the 
last day of the last month of the registration period. However, during a 
transition period, or at any time thereafter when the commissioner shall 
determine that the volume of work for any given interval is unduly burden- 
some or costly, either registrations or renewals, or both of them, may be issued 
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for terms of not less than six (6) months nor more than eighteen (18) months. 
The fee imposed for registration of any vehicle under the alternate interval 
method for a period of other than twelve (12) months shall be proportionate to 
the annual fee fixed for the vehicle and modified in no other manner, except 
that the proportional fee shall be rounded off to the nearest quarter of a dollar 
($0.25). 

(c) Notwithstanding this section, dealer plates shall be issued and renewed 


pursuant to § 55-4-226. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1028, 
§ 49; T.C.A. 55-4-206. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
Ss 1,.9;,1985, ch. 56,.§§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95,.§ 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 186, 
eel; 1989, chy 158, § 1;1989, ch: 501,:§» 1; 1989; 
eamo9t, § »63,1990,-chs 871,:§ ,1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 


55-4-208. Reimbursement of cost. 


1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 


§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, 8§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, 8§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, $§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4: 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, 8§ 1-4). 


The cost of any registration plate that is provided without cost to an 
individual on account of employment, membership, or participation in any 
agency, department, organization, or governmental entity shall be reimbursed 
to the department by the agency, department, organization, or governmental 


entity of which the person is an employee, member, or participant. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-207. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 


§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 19938, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
Tee. oo men. Lae OTe Lous Cn: Zag, 
§§ 1-6:,)1993; ch. 314, § 13)'1993) (ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch., 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1;, 1994, ch. 999, 
8§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch..84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995,,ch. 173, §§, 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
$$01,.23) 1995) ch.399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
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§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 


§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


55-4-209. Disabled drivers. 


(a) Registration plates for disabled drivers shall be issued in accordance 
with this chapter and chapter 21 of this title. 

(b)(1) Persons who are eligible to purchase or receive a license plate or 

plates of distinctive design for disabled drivers pursuant to chapter 21 of this 

title may elect to personalize the plate or plates pursuant to §§ 55-4-214 and 

55-21-1038. 

(2) Personalized plates for disabled drivers must bear the stylized wheel- 
chair symbol or symbol of access in accordance with § 55-21-104. 

(3) The issuance and renewal of plates for disabled drivers shall otherwise 
comply with §§ 55-4-214 and 55-4-218, including annual payment by the 
applicant of a twenty-five-dollar ($25.00) fee for each personalized plate in 
addition to the regular registration fee, if the regular registration fee is 


applicable. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A.§ 55-4-224; Acts 2019, ch. 112,§ 4. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1,.9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1,,2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, 8§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-8; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-8; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1998, ch. 
128, $ 1." 1993, ‘ch. 145, US 7. 199o.) ch. | Zon, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch.. 314, § 1; (1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995} "chi"84,"'$$ IZ: £996, ‘ch. "122,68" 1-3: 
1995; ch:'132, $ '2:°1995/*ch. ‘173, $§'1°2? 1995, 
ch. 195; § ‘1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ich. 335) 


§§ 1, 2; 1995, ‘ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Acts 2019, ch. 112, § 1 provided that the act 
shall be known and may be cited as the “Dy- 
namic Accessibility Act.” 

Acts 2019, ch. 112, § 8 provided that a state 
governmental entity that receives documenta- 
tion from a federal agency that compliance with 
a provision of the act may jeopardize federal 
funding or grant money for the state govern- 
mental entity is not required to comply with 
such provision; provided, that the state govern- 
mental entity shall comply with each provision 
of the act that does not jeopardize such federal 
funding or grant money. 

Provisions of Acts 1998, ch. 1128, concerning 
the issuance of cultural and new specialty ear- 
marked registration plates, which conflicted 
with the provisions of Acts 1998, ch. 1063, were 
not codified. For provisions governing the issu- 
ance of such plates and the distribution of fees 
from such issuances, see §§ 55-4-201, 55-4-202, 
55-4-209, 55-4-210 and 55-4-214—55-4-220 [see 
the parallel reference table under § 55-4-201 
for present section designations]. 

The twenty-five dollar ($25.00) fee for person- 
alized plates, referred to in this section, was 
increased to thirty-five dollars ($35.00) by Acts 
2008, ch. 924, § 14, effective July 1, 2008. 


615, 
672, 
759, 
914, 
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55-4-210. Authorization; issuance. 


(a) The department is authorized to administratively issue personalized 
plates to qualified applicants; provided, that the minimum issuance require- 
ments of § 55-4-202(b)(3) and all other requirements of this part are met. 

(b) The department is additionally authorized to administratively issue 
collegiate plates, as defined in § 55-4-201, that have a special reference to or 
identification or information on a two-year or four-year college or university 
located within Tennessee or a four-year college or university located outside 
Tennessee to qualified applicants; provided, that the minimum issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(b)(3) and all other requirements of this part are 
met for each classification of collegiate plates. 

(c)(1) All cultural, specialty earmarked and new specialty earmarked plates, 

including personalized and collegiate plates, may be issued for private 

passenger automobiles, recreational vehicles and trucks of one-half or 

three-quarter-ton rating, unless specifically prohibited by § 55-4-214. 

(2) Personalized and collegiate plates may also be issued for motorcycles, 
provided the minimum issuance requirements of § 55-4-202(b)(3) are met. 
(d)(1) The commissioner shall not issue any license plate commemorating 
any practice which is contrary to the public policy of the state, nor shall the 
commissioner issue any license plate to any entity whose goals and objec- 
tives are contrary to the public policy of Tennessee. 

(2) The commissioner shall refuse to issue any combination of letters, 
numbers or positions that may carry connotations offensive to good taste and 
decency or that are misleading. 

(e) Registration numbers for license plates issued pursuant to this part 
shall not conflict with or duplicate the registration numbers for any existing 
passenger, recreational, commercial, trailer or motor vehicle registration 
plates that are presently issued pursuant to statute, resolution, executive 
order, or custom. 

(f(1) The department is authorized to design, issue, and renew, or to 

authorize a designee to issue and renew, off-highway vehicle plates for the 

following vehicles registered by residents of this state: 
(A) Class I off-highway vehicles; and 
(B) Class II off-highway vehicles. 

(2) The department is authorized to design, issue, and renew, or to 
authorize a designee to issue and renew off-highway vehicle temporary 
permits in lieu of plates for off-highway vehicles registered by nonresidents; 
provided, however, that a nonresident may apply directly to the department 
for an off-highway vehicle permit. An off-highway vehicle temporary permit 
shall be valid for thirty (30) days. 

(3) The department is authorized to contract with county clerks and with 
private vendors for the issuance and renewal of off-highway vehicle plates 
and off-highway temporary permits. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 46; Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
2016, ch. 790, § 7; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49. special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 


55-4-211 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, 8§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, .§;6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1;;1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 19938, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1998, ch. 
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236, 
446, 
624, 
665, 
930, 


128; § 1; 1993; ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch...84, .§§ 1, 2; 1995,.ch.. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, $§ 1,2; 1995, 
ch:'195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1;:1995, ch: 335; 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3;/ 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-38; 1996, ch. 759, 
§'1; 1996, ch. 854; §§ 1-5; 1996, ch.* 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
$§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


55-4-211. Computerization of applications and records. 


The commissioner is urged to take the necessary steps to computerize 
applications for and records of the cultural, specialty earmarked and new 
specialty earmarked plates, memorial plates and special purpose plates 


authorized by this part. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 45; 
2018, ch. 1028, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-208. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch: 95, §. 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§, 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, $$ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 15.1989, ch.:158, $ 1; 1989, ch, 501, § 1;,1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch; 871, '§ 1; 1990, ch.'897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 


55-4-212. Miscellaneous provisions. 


1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, $$ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


128, '§ J:¥. 1993S": ch. 145). $41; -1993, heh.” 256: 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
SOs 1994) che 959)""Sr ls 11994, sch. "397: 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84, 8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, $$ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4: 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


(a) This subsection (a) shall apply to the issuance and renewal of the 
cultural, specialty earmarked and new specialty earmarked plates authorized 
by this part, unless the section authorizing the issuance of an individual plate 


specifically provides otherwise: 


(1) The plates enumerated in this subsection (a) shall be issued in 


conformity with § 55-4-203; 


(2) The plates shall contain the logo, emblem, insignia, or other distinc- 
tive design of the agency, organization, purpose or other entity which is being 
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honored or recognized by the issuance of that specific plate; 

(3) The plates shall be designed in consultation with the commissioner 
and the department’s taxpayer and vehicle services director, in addition to 
any other person or entity designated to be consulted relative to the design 
of the plate in the section authorizing an individual plate; 


(4) The plates shall include: 


(A) A unique identifying number not to exceed seven (7) characters or 
positions for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c)(1); or 

(B) If authorized, a unique identifying number not to exceed six (6) 
positions or characters for a motorcycle; 
(5) No two (2) applicants shall be assigned identical registration numbers 


or identical license plates; 


(6) Any eligible person may elect to exchange a regular registration plate 
for a plate enumerated in subsection (a); provided, that the fees prescribed 


under § 55-4-204 are paid; 


(7) The whole or parts of the additional fee prescribed by § 55-4-204 for a 
cultural, specialty earmarked or new specialty earmarked plate shall not be 
refunded for the exchange of a regular plate; 

(8) Additional such plates may be obtained by any eligible person upon 
payment of the regular license fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, 
plus the payment of the fee prescribed in § 55-4-204; 

(9) The plates enumerated in this subsection (a) shall be issued for the 
applicant’s use only on the authorized motor vehicle, and in the event of a 
transfer of title, the transferor shall surrender the plate to the department 


through the county clerk; 


(10) The plates may be transferred to another vehicle of the same weight 
class owned or leased by the same person upon proper application being 
made therefor and approved by the department; and 

(11) It is unlawful for any person to whom the plates have been issued to 
knowingly permit them to be displayed on any motor vehicle, except as 


authorized by the department. 


(b) This section shall also apply to the issuance and renewal of special 
purpose plates and memorial plates, unless the section authorizing the 
issuance of an individual memorial or special purpose plate specifically 


provides otherwise. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 48; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-220. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 484, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 


864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch 591,96: 1990; chu 87 L oli too. ch. 807, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-8; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1998, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128; § 1;.1993; ch. 145, § 1;'19938; ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1998, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
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§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch; 199, § 1;:1995; ch. 335, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 


55-4-213. Promotional campaign. 


(a) To increase public knowledge of the availability of cultural, specialty 
earmarked and new specialty earmarked motor vehicle registration plates, the 
department shall conduct a promotional campaign, which shall include, but 
not be limited to, the inclusion of applications for, and information about, these 
plates with motor vehicle registration renewal notices. 

(b) The promotional campaign authorized in subsection (a) shall include, 


but not be limited to: 


(1) The inclusion of the following information in the motor vehicle 


registration renewal notices: 


(A) An application for cultural, specialty earmarked and new specialty 


earmarked plates; 


(B) An explanation of the formula by which the additional fees for each 


plate are allocated; and 


(C) An illustration of the plates, selected in consultation with the 
transportation and safety committee of the senate and transportation 
committee of the house of representatives; and 
(2) The creation and distribution of a chart containing an illustration and 

the information required by subdivision (b)(1)(B) for each cultural, specialty 
earmarked and new specialty earmarked plate at each county clerk’s office. 
The chart shall be printed on paper eight and one-half inches by seven inches 


(She ie 


(c) For any insert included in the mailing of renewal notices which origi- 


nates from a county and which causes the total postal weight to be over one 
ounce (1 oz.) as permitted by the United States postal service, the county shall 
pay the increased cost of mailing. However, the weight of any notice of a vehicle 
emissions testing requirement shall not be included in the calculation of the 


total weight. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2008, ch. 1007, § 3; 
2013, ch. 236, § 90; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1068, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §8§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 


ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
; 1998, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-38; 1996, ch. 672, 
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§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, 8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, 8§ 1-4). 


55-4-214. Personalized plates — Fees. 


(a)(1) In addition to the personalized plates authorized by § 55-4-210, an 

applicant may, through the payment of a personalization fee of thirty-five 

dollars ($35.00), in addition to the regular registration fee and the thirty- 
five-dollar ($35.00) fee established by § 55-4-202(b)(2), obtain certain cul- 

tural, specialty earmarked and new specialty earmarked plates with a 

personalized combination of numbers, letters, positions or a combination of 

numbers, letters and positions. 

(2) The personalization fee shall be paid by the applicant upon the 

issuance and renewal of any personalized plate. 
(b)(1) An applicant for the issuance of personalized motor vehicle registra- 
tion plates or the personalization of cultural, specialty earmarked or new 
specialty earmarked motor vehicle registration plates pursuant to subsec- 
tion (a) or the renewal of those plates in a subsequent registration year shall 
file an application in the form and by the date as the department may 
require, indicating the numbers, letters, positions or combination, requested 
as a registration number. 

(2) The registration number shall consist of not less than three (3) nor 
more than seven (7) numbers, letters, positions or combination of numbers, 
letters or positions for a passenger motor vehicle, truck of one-half or 
three-quarter-ton rating or recreational vehicle or trailer or semitrailer that 
is not required to be registered but that the owner desires to be registered 
pursuant to § 55-4-111(c)(3), or, if authorized, not less than three (3) nor 
more than six (6) numbers, letters, positions or combination of numbers, 
letters or positions for a motorcycle. 

(3) Registration numbers issued pursuant to this section shall be in 
compliance with § 55-4-210(d) and (e). 

(c) The following plates shall not be eligible for personalization pursuant to 
this section, but may be personalized if the statute authorizing such plate 
permits or requires the plates to be personalized in some form: 

(1) Dealer; 

(2) Emergency; 

(3) Firefighter, pursuant to § 55-4-224; 

(4) General assembly; 

(5) Government service; 

(6) Honorary consular; 

(7) Judiciary; 

(8) Memorial, as enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(4) and defined in 
§ 55-4-250; 

(9) Metropolitan council; 

(10) Military, as enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(5)(F); 

(11) National guard; 

(12) OEM headquarters company; 

(13) Sheriff; 
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(14) Street rod, as defined in [former] § 55-4-230 [obsolete]; 
(15) United States house of representatives; 
(16) United States judge; and 
(17) United States senate. 
(d)(1) Notwithstanding any provision of this title to the contrary, any person 
who fulfills the following conditions may continue to renew and be issued 
personalized plates that consist of two (2) letters, numbers, or a combination 


of letters and numbers: 


(A) The person was the owner of a passenger motor vehicle which was 
registered with the department prior to July 1, 1984; and 

(B) The person was issued a personalized motor vehicle registration 
plate which consisted of two (2) letters, numbers, or combination thereof 


prior to July 1, 1984. 


(2) All other provisions of this title regarding registration and licensing of 
passenger motor vehicles shall apply to any registration plates issued in 


accordance with subdivision (d)(1). 


(e) Notwithstanding subdivisions (c)(8) and (10), memorial plates, as enu- 
merated in § 55-4-203(c)(4) and defined in § 55-4-250, and military plates, as 
enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(5)(F), are eligible for personalization pursuant to 
this section. In addition to any other fees required by this section or by this 
part for the issuance of such plates, an applicant for the personalization of 
memorial or military plates shall pay a fee equal to the cost of actually 
designing and manufacturing the personalized plates. Nothing in this subsec- 
tion (e) authorizes the removal or other redesign of any distinctive identifica- 
tion legend or letters required to be included on memorial or military plates. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2002, ch. 876, § 63; 
2007, ch. 142, § 3; 2008, ch. 924, § 14; 2009, ch. 
530, § 121; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55- 
4-211; Acts 2019, ch. 461, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
$§) 1, 9;:1985, ch.'56, $$)1, 2; 1985) ch. 95, §. 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, 8§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591,’§ 6; 1990, 'ch. 871, § 1;.1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1;.1990) ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991) ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543; §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992). ch. "846,' §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, $) 1; -1993).ch?..145,§ 1; 1993;*ch.. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch, 314; § 1;, 1993, ‘ch. 446, 


-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 


§§ 1-3 

8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§$123;) 1994, ch. 959; -§15.19094,. ch.» QO88 
8§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


19957" chr 84;"$9" 2 2°"1995 "chs 122789" fea; 
1995, ch.1132)-$231995) chil 73) §$ 1142551995; 
ch.,195,:$1;,1995,. ch..199, § 15 1995 chy. 335: 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch, 899;°$§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 64 provided that the 
provisions of subsection (f) of this section shall 
not apply to that act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 65 provided that the 
commissioner of safety is authorized to promul- 
gate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
provisions of that act. All such rules and regu- 
lations shall be promulgated in accordance 
with the provisions of the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 
5. 

In view of § 55-4-201(h), former § 55-4-230 
(Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2009, ch. 589, § 40) 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2010, 
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_ since the street rod new specialty earmarked 
_ plates in the section failed to meet the mini- 
mum requirements for issuance. 


| 55-4-215. Allocation of revenue from personalized plates. 


(a) Effective July 1, 1998, and for all subsequent fiscal years, all revenues 
_ produced from the sale or renewal of personalized plates and all revenues 
produced from the personalization of cultural, specialty earmarked and new 
specialty earmarked motor vehicle registration plates as authorized by §§ 55- 
4-214 and 55-4-241, or renewals of the plates, after deducting the expense the 
department has incurred in designing, manufacturing and marketing the 
plates, shall be allocated to the Tennessee arts commission created in title 4, 
chapter 20. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed as reallocating the revenues 
produced from the regular motor vehicle registration fees, or renewals thereof, 
imposed by part 1 of this chapter. Such revenues shall be allocated in 
accordance with § 55-6-107. 

(c)(1) Notwithstanding subsection (a), funds received from the sale of 

personalized trailer plates shall be earmarked as provided by this subsection 

(c). A general fund reserve is established to be allocated by the general 

appropriations act, which shall be known as the trailer license plate fund, 

referred to as the fund in this subsection (c). 

(2) Moneys from the fund shall be expended to finance the development 
and maintenance of public horseback riding trails. 

(3) Any revenues deposited in the fund shall remain in the fund until 
expended for purposes consistent with this section, and shall not revert to 
the general fund on any June 30. 

(4) Any excess revenues shall not revert on any June 30, but shall remain 
available for appropriation in subsequent fiscal years. 

(5) Any appropriation from the fund shall not revert to the general fund 
on any June 30, but shall remain available for expenditure in subsequent 
fiscal years. 

(6) No moneys shall be expended from the fund unless the funds are 
specifically appropriated by the general appropriations act. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2007, ch. 142, § 5; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-214. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-8, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 


ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1998, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1998, ch. 
128.8 1s 1993,.¢ch.0345.§ «1; 1993; ch. -236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1998, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
$$: 137, 1994) ch, (959, 1$ 21; 1994; «chy; 999; 
§§ 1-5;.1995, ch. 56, § 1;.1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch: 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
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§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 


55-4-216. Allocation of revenue from cultural plates. 


(a) Effective July 1, 1998, and for all subsequent fiscal years, all revenues 
produced from the sale or renewal of cultural motor vehicle registration plates 
as defined in § 55-4-201, excluding personalized plates and the arts plates 
authorized by § 55-4-240, after deducting the expense the department has 
incurred in designing, manufacturing and marketing the plates, shall be 
allocated as follows: 

(1) Eighty percent (80%) of the funds shall be allocated to the Tennessee 
arts commission created in title 4, chapter 20; and 

(2) Twenty percent (20%) of the funds shall be allocated to the state 
highway fund. 

(b)(1) Notwithstanding subsection (a), the revenues produced from the sale 

or renewal of personalized plates pursuant to § 55-4-210 and the revenues 

produced from the personalization of cultural, specialty earmarked and new 
specialty earmarked motor vehicle registration plates pursuant to §§ 55-4- | 

214 and 55-4-241, or renewals thereof, shall be allocated in accordance with 

§ 55-4-215. 

(2) Notwithstanding this section, the revenues produced from the sale or 
renewal of the cultural plates to support the arts authorized by § 55-4-240 
shall be allocated in accordance with § 55-4-217. 

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed as reallocating the revenues 
produced from the regular motor vehicle registration fees, or renewals thereof, 
imposed by part 1 of this chapter. The revenues shall be allocated in 


accordance with § 55-6-107. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1068, § 1; 1999, ch. 494, § 2; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-8; 


1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 19938, ch. 106, § 1; 1998, ch. 


128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, $§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 
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55-4-217. Allocation of revenue from cultural earmarked plates. 


(a) Notwithstanding any provision of this part to the contrary, all revenues 


| produced in each fiscal year from the sale or renewal of the cultural earmarked 


plates to support the arts authorized by § 55-4-240, minus the expense the 
state has incurred in manufacturing the plates, shall be allocated to the 
Tennessee arts commission. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed as reallocating the revenues 
produced from the regular motor vehicle registration fees, or renewals thereof, 
imposed by part 1 of this chapter. The revenues shall be allocated in 


accordance with § 55-6-107. 


History. 
fets..1 998, ch..1063,7§ 1; 2018, chi, 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-218. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
eo) 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
® 1; 1989, ch: 158;§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
en..591, §: 6; 1990) ch.'871,'§ 1;°1990;ch, 897, 
® 1; 1990; ch..925, §§ 1-4; 1991,.ch,.209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 


1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3: 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, 8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, $§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


55-4-218. Allocation of revenue from special purpose and memorial 
plates. 


Effective July 1, 1998, and for all subsequent fiscal years, the revenues 
produced from the sale or renewal of special purpose motor vehicle registration 
plates and memorial motor vehicle registration plates as defined in § 55-4-201, 
after deducting the expense the department has incurred in manufacturing the 


plates, shall be allocated in accordance with § 55-6-107. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-219. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 484, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 


618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. p91, 9. 6: 1990, ch. 871,8 1 1990. ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch: 925, §§ 1-4;1991, ch..-209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128,48) 35)\1993: chil 46, $4.1: 1993...ch.) 236, 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
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§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759; 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1,2; § 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, $$ I, 2;.1995, | §$ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, $$ 1-4; 1996, ch. Saas 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 9§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615,  §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


55-4-219. Governmental service. 


(a)(1)(A) Upon the sworn statement from the head of any department of 
state government or the county mayor of any county, or the mayor or other 
executive head of any town or city, or upon certification of authorized 
officials of the United States government, or upon the sworn statement 
from the chief of any private or volunteer fire department, that the motor 
vehicle for which application is being made for registration is owned or 
leased by the state, the county, municipality, United States government, or 
the private or volunteer fire department, and operated exclusively for 
essential governmental purposes or exclusively for fire protection pur- 
poses, the department, through the county clerk or as otherwise provided 
hereinafter, shall register the vehicles and issue registration plates upon 
the payment of one dollar and twenty-five cents ($1.25). 

(B) In addition to the governmental entities listed in subdivision 
(a)(1)(A), senior citizens service centers which meet the standards set by 
the commission on aging and disability for eligibility to receive state funds 
may also apply for government service plates under this section for vans 
owned by the centers and used exclusively for the centers’ activities. 

(C) In addition to the governmental entities listed in subdivisions 
(a)(1)(A) and (B), human resource agencies created pursuant to § 13-26- 
102 and development districts as created pursuant to § 13-14-102 may 
also apply for government service plates under this section for vans owned 
by such human resource agencies and development districts and used 
exclusively for agencies’ and districts’ activities. 

(D) In addition to the governmental entities listed in subdivisions 
(a)(1)(A) and (B), community action agencies may also apply for govern- 
ment service plates under this section for vans owned by such community 
action agencies and used exclusively for agencies’ activities. 

(2) The county clerk shall have a right to collect the fee for registration as 
hereinafter provided. 

(3) The commissioner shall promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate 
this section. 

(4) Registration certificates and plates shall be valid for the motor 
vehicles until the transfer of ownership or the destruction of the motor 
vehicles at which time the registration shall expire. Upon the expiration of 
any such registration, the registration certificates and plates shall be 
returned to the department. 

(5) Upon proper application through the county clerk, the registration 
plates may be transferred to another motor vehicle acquired by the owner to 
whom the registration certificates and plates were previously issued upon 
the payment of one dollar ($1.00) plus the county clerk’s fee, except that 
application from the head of any department of state government may be 
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made directly to the department of revenue. 

(6) All registration plates issued to state departmental agencies shall be 
of a distinctive design as approved by the commissioner and shall not display 
the year of issuance. All registration plates issued to governmental agencies, 
other than the state, shall be of a distinctive design and shall have 
conspicuously inscribed, stamped or printed thereon so as to be easily seen 
and read the words “Govt. Service” or “Govt. Ser.” All registration plates 
issued to private or volunteer fire departments shall be of a distinctive 
design. 

(b) The exemption conferred by this section shall apply only to motor 
vehicles owned or leased and operated by governmental units or private or 
volunteer fire department units exclusively for governmental and fire protec- 
tion purposes and shall not apply to motor vehicles operated by governmental 
units as bailee. 

(c)(1) “Essential government purposes” includes the operation of local tran- 

sit service by independent contractors operating a local transit company. 

(2) As used in this subsection (c): 

(A) “Local transit company” means a person, firm, partnership or 
corporation, engaged in furnishing, and at least sixty percent (60%) of the 
total passenger fare revenue of which shall be derived from, scheduled 
common carrier public passenger land transportation service along the 
regular routes within a municipality and the territory adjacent thereto, or 
within a metropolitan government created under title 7, chapters 1-3, the 
operation of which is supervised, regulated and controlled as a street 
railway company, under § 65-16-101 [repealed] and all other legislative 
and statutory provisions applicable thereto; and 

(B) “Local transit service” means scheduled common carrier public 
passenger land transportation service furnished by a local transit com- 
pany within the territorial limits of the regulatory jurisdiction of the 
municipality or metropolitan government that is authorized to supervise, 
regulate and control the operations of such company, under § 65-16-101 
[repealed], and all other legislative and statutory provisions applicable 
thereto. 

(d) Upon the further certification of the person authorized by this section to 
apply for registration that issuance of plates has been requested for vehicles 
assigned for use in the investigation of actual or suspected violations of the 
law, the department may issue plates or authorize issuance thereof from the 
regular series used for non-tax-exempt vehicles. The registrar of motor 
vehicles, with the approval of the attorney general and reporter, may enter into 
agreements with the proper officials of other states for the exchange of plates 
for the purposes provided in this section. 


History. special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2000, ch. 630, §§ 1, Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
2; 2003. ch. 90 § 2; 2007, ch. 484, § 49; 2010, The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ch. 1151, §§ 20, 54; 2018, ch. 985, §§ 1-3; 2018, ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 


ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-223. — 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1,9; 1985, ch..56, §§ 1, 2;,1985, ch. 95,.§ 1; 
Compiler’s Notes. 1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
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1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, 8§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 548, 8§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-38; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1998, ch. 106, § 1; 1998, ch. 
128, § 1; 1998, ch. 145, §.1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959,.§ 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, cho 84.881. 2.1995. ch. Taz. 86! 1-3: 
1995, ch. 1382; § 2; 1995, ch. 178, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
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§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Section 65-16-101, referred to in this section, 
was repealed by Acts 2008, ch. 19, § 2, effective 
April 11, 2003. 

Acts 2003, ch. 90, § 2, directed the code 
commission to change all references from 
“county executive” to “county mayor” and to 
include all such changes in supplements and 
replacement volumes for Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
1151: 

The term “commission on aging and disabil- 
ity” was substituted for “commission on aging” 
pursuant to Acts 2001, ch. 397. 


672, 
759, 
914, 


55-4-220. General assembly members. 


(a) A member of the general assembly, complying with the title and 
registration law and upon payment of the regular license fee appropriate to the 
vehicle’s design or use as prescribed in this chapter, plus payment of the 
additional fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a registration plate as 
provided for in this part. 

(b) The design of the special purpose license plates shall be rectangular in 
shape, white in color with all letters and numbers in blue and the great seal of 
Tennessee in gold. There shall be centered on the upper edge, the word 
“Tennessee” or “Tenn” enclosed in a drawing of the state, with the current year © 
of registration designated in the upper left and right corners of the rectangle; 
centered on the lower edge shall be the word or words “Senate” or “House” as 
may be appropriate; on the left half of the plate shall be the great seal of the 
state of Tennessee; and on the right half of the plate the member may at option 
use the member’s initials or other letters if the total number of characters 
making up the configuration does not exceed four (4) rather than the number 
assigned to the member. The design of the plate shall not be used by any other 
branch or agency of the state. 

(c) The suffixes provided for in § 55-4-203(b)(2), shall be assigned by the 
speaker of each house. The same numbers assigned in the first year of the 
biennial for a general assembly shall be assigned for the second year. 

(d) Amember, optionally, may use initials or other letters if the total number 
of characters does not exceed four (4). In the event there is a conflict with 
respect to like letters, the first applicant to the department shall be entitled to 
preference. 

(e) Members of the general assembly may be entitled to special purpose 
plates for additional automobiles owned by the members or their immediate 
families. These additional plates may bear the same legend as the first 
assigned tags but shall be distinguished therefrom by the addition of letters A, 
B, or C; provided, that the letters do not exceed the requirements of this part. 
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_ (f) The special plates shall be delivered to the several county clerks for 
_ issuance during each registration renewal period as provided in § 55-4-207, 
except that the registrar of motor vehicles may make direct issue of the plates 
to the members upon proper application being made, if the plates can be 
_ prepared for direct issuance prior to March 1. 

: (g) This section shall not be construed to mean that any member shall be 
. prevented from exchanging a regular type plate for one of special design in the 

course of a given registration year. 
(h) The commissioner is authorized to facilitate the continued utilization of 
existing, issued special purpose plates by a member of the general assembly 
upon the member’s reelection through the issuance of decals or by any other 
means as to effectuate this subsection (h). Any method of continued utilization 
_ shall only be available for plates previously issued to members of the general 
' assembly or their immediate families. Upon ineligibility under this section, 
| any special purpose plates issued shall be surrendered to the department and 
| the department shall issue a regular registration plate valid for the same 
_ period as the surrendered special purpose plate. The continued use of existing, 

issued special purpose plates upon reelection shall be accomplished in a 

manner that maximizes efficiency and costs and is not unduly burdensome to 
_ either the department or county clerks. 














cae 





| History. 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2004, ch. 481, 
8§ 4-6; 2009, ch. 589, § 43; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-225. 


| Compiler’s Notes. 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
| The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 


— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 


| 1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 


1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 


618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
' 781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 


864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1;1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2: 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, 8§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2: 
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1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1998, ch. 446, 
88 led: 91 99a," Chy 029, 9 6) "1994, ch. 624" 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
$§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ ds3; 41994... ch.i.,959,§ 2; 1994,.) ch. 999, 
$§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, 8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-8; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854;..§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2009, ch. 589. 


(a) Registration plates for members of the judiciary shall be issued in 


accordance with this part. 


(b) Registration plates for judges of the state courts of record shall bear 
individual distinctive numbers, as determined by the commissioner in consul- 


tation with the administrative director of the courts. 


(c)(1) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state 
and who is a duly elected juvenile court judge, upon complying with state 
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motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles, 

payment of the regular license fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, 

and payment of the additional fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued 

a license plate, as prescribed by § 55-4-101, for motor vehicles authorized by 

§ 55-4-210(c), upon which, in lieu of the numbers as prescribed by § 55-4- 

103, shall be inscribed an individual distinctive number. 

(2) Former juvenile court judges may also obtain a license plate as 

provided for in subdivision (c)(1). 

(d) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who is a duly elected general sessions court judge or former general sessions 
court judge, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to regis- 
tration and licensing of motor vehicles, payment of the regular license fee for 
plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and payment of the additional fee 
provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a license plate, as prescribed by 
§ 55-4-101, for motor vehicles authorized by § 55-4-210(c), upon which, in lieu 
of the numbers as prescribed by § 55-4-103, shall be inscribed with an 
individual distinctive number. 

(e) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who is a retired or former member of the Tennessee judicial conference, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, payment of the regular license fee for plates, as prescribed 
under § 55-4-111, and payment of the additional fee provided for in § 55-4- 
204, shall be issued a license plate, as prescribed by § 55-4-101 for motor 
vehicles authorized by § 55-4-210(c), upon which, in lieu of the numbers as 
prescribed by § 55-4-103, shall be inscribed an individual distinctive number. 

(f) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who is a municipal court judge or former municipal court judge, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, payment of the regular license fee for plates, as prescribed 
under § 55-4-111, payment of the additional fee provided for in § 55-4-204, 
shall be issued a license plate, as prescribed by § 55-4-101, for motor vehicles 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c), upon which, instead of the numbers as prescribed 
by § 55-4-108, shall be inscribed an individual distinctive number. 

(g) The amendments to this section by chapter 336 of the Public Acts of 
1987, which applied provisions of this section to certain former judges, shall 
not apply to any judge who has been convicted of a felony or who has been 
removed from office. 

(h) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the commissioner is autho- 
rized, and shall issue, license plates to owners or lessees of motorcycles 
otherwise qualified pursuant to this section upon complying with state motor 
vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motorcycles and paying 
the regular fee applicable to motorcycles and the fee provided for in § 55-4- 
204. 

(1) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
whose duty is to serve a judiciary function as a magistrate, upon complying 
with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor 
vehicles, payment of the regular license fee for plates, as prescribed under 
§ 55-4-111, and payment of the additional fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall 





nh) 
' 
; 
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|| be issued a license plate, as prescribed by § 55-4-101, for motor vehicles 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c), upon which, instead of the numbers as prescribed 


by § 55-4-103, shall be inscribed an individual distinctive number. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2003, ch. 380, § 1; 


|| 2009, ch. 589, § 4; 2010, ch. 1151, § 43; 2018, 
| ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-226. 


_ Compiler’s Notes. 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 


- ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
_ — 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 


| 


§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1: 


#1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 


| 


—— 


1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, en 336, $8 1-3, 5: 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 
781, §§ 1-38; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, en 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1;1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 


| ch, 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 


§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
9: 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, $§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, 8§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, 8§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, $§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
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125 ;4 Rid nlooed, Chet iane. sds 9903. chii236, 
$§ 1- 6; 1993, A 314,..§ 1;. 1993, «ch, .446, 
§§ 1- 3. 1995. CO) 29, 9 0b. 1994) ens O24, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, '8§ 1-19: 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-38; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, yh 56, § 1: 1995, ch. 82, go Te 2: 


1995; ch. 84, O84 D2: 1995, ch. 122, 8§ 1-3: 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, S. 1; 1995, ch. 199, SEs 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1;° 1996, ‘ch, ; 854, $§ 1-5;, 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch.: 971, .§§. 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Acts 2008, ch. 380, § 2 provided that the 
commissioner of safety is authorized to promul- 
gate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
provisions of the act. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2009, ch. 589. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
1151. 


An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and who 
is a duly elected sheriff, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating 
to registration and licensing of motor vehicles, payment of the regular license 
fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and payment of the additional 
fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a registration plate which shall 
bear the number of the sheriff's county of jurisdiction and the word “SHERIFF” 


in capital letters. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-227. 


ch. 1023, 


' Compiler’s Notes. 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
Special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 


The former provisions, excluding those previ- 


' ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 


— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, 8§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5: 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 


618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 


781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 


864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 


' § 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 


eh591,)'$)6;/1.990; chy 87198) 1;'1990) choso7, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, 8§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch.°105,°§$ 1-4; 1993, ch."106,"§ 1; 1993, ch. 
128)" Sry 1993, ) ch/145) °$: 15.1998) seht 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
8§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-38; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
88. cla: 1994. ich. 959...8 1s.1904,. ch. 999, 
8§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82,'8§ 1, 2; 
1995; eh.8 4/7 $$" 1)°28"2995," ch. 122) $9-"1-3; 
1995, ch. 132; § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
eh..195,.$. 1: 1995, ch. 199. 9 1: 1995, chs 330, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
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§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, $§ 1-4). 


55-4-223. Emergency personnel. 


(a) Registration plates issued under the emergency category pursuant to 
§ 55-4-203(c)(1)(B)-(K) may be issued to persons included in the groups set out 
in this section, and in accordance with this part. 

(b) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who holds a permanent official identification card of an auxiliary police unit 
working with the civil defense authorities, upon complying with state motor 
vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles, payment 
of the regular license fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111 and 
payment of the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a registration 
plate as provided for in this part. 

(c) Aresident of the state who holds a permanent official registration card of 
the civil air patrol and/or the civil defense organization, and/or a spouse, whose 
vehicle is titled or leased in the name of the resident and/or spouse, upon 
application accompanied by a letter from the local civil defense director 
indicating the current membership of the applicant and/or the spouse of the 
applicant, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registra- 
tion and licensing of motor vehicles, payment of the regular license fee for 
plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and payment of any fee provided for in 
§ 55-4-204, shall be issued a registration plate as provided for in this part. 

(d) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle, who is a resident of this state and 
who is a member of the Tennessee Association of Rescue Squads or who is a 
resident of this state and a member of an emergency services squad in any 
county having a population of six hundred thousand (600,000) or more, 
according to the 1970 federal census or any subsequent federal census, or who 
is a resident of this state and is an emergency medical technician, paramedic, 
emergency medical technician-paramedic, or other emergency medical re- 
sponder, upon complying with the title and registration law, payment of the 
regular license fee appropriate to the vehicle’s design or use, as prescribed 
under § 55-4-111 or § 55-4-113, and payment of the fee provided for in 
§ 55-4-204, shall be issued a registration plate as provided for in this part; 
except, that any active volunteer member of a local rescue squad who has at 
least one (1) year of service shall be exempt, at the time of renewal, from the 
regular license fee for only one (1) motor vehicle, upon the certification or 
sworn statement from the captain of the local rescue squad to which the person 
is attached confirming the person is an active volunteer member. In addition to 
the exemption provided by this subsection (d), the legislative body of a county 
is authorized to waive the motor vehicle tax for motor vehicles receiving an 
exemption under this subsection (d) from the registration fee if the waiver is 
approved in the same manner as the adoption of the motor vehicle tax under 
§ 5-8-102. The county clerk shall issue no plates to a local rescue squad 
member until receiving a list of all eligible members from the captain of the 
local rescue squad. Emergency medical technicians, paramedics, or emergency 
medical technician-paramedics not affiliated with a local rescue squad are 
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_ required to present a current, valid paramedic, emergency medical technician, 
or emergency medical technician-paramedic’s license prior to issuance of a 
\ plate under this section. Other emergency medical responders not affiliated 
with a local rescue squad are required to present a current, valid emergency 
. medical responder’s certification prior to issuance of a plate under this section. 

(e)(1) The commissioner shall cause to be manufactured metal plates of 
distinctive design for various groups included in the emergency category. 
Upon application by the president, or other chief executive officer, of 
recognized organizations of persons in the various groups in the emergency 
category and the submission of a certified listing of the members of that 
organization and their motor vehicle registration numbers, the commis- 
sioner shall sell, at a cost of two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) per plate, to 
the chief executive officer the appropriate number of plates for distribution 
to each listed person, with the plates to be displayed on the front of each 
vehicle registered by that person in the emergency category. 

(2) The plates shall be for identification purposes only and shall not be 
valid for motor vehicle operation. The plates shall be issued only for the term 
of the emergency category registration plate, and shall be surrendered by 
the holder at such time as the holder’s emergency registration expires or the 
holder ceases to be a member of the group included in the emergency 
category. 

(3) Itis a Class A misdemeanor to display the plate on any vehicle that is 
not properly registered in the emergency category. 

(f) Notwithstanding this section to the contrary, an owner or lessee of a 
\ motor vehicle who is a resident of the state and who is a full-time police officer 
_as defined by § 38-8-101 and is certified as such, and authorized, by the chief 
law enforcement officer of the organization to which the person is attached or 
» by which the person is employed, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws 
relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular 
‘fee applicable to the motor vehicle, shall be issued an emergency registration 

plate. 

(g) Notwithstanding this section to the contrary, an owner or lessee of a 
‘motor vehicle who is a resident of the state and who is a trauma physician 
licensed by the board of medical examiners, who submits a statement or 
\ certification from the board of medical examiners and from a trauma center in 
'a hospital or other medical facility confirming that the applicant practices 
' medicine as a trauma physician, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws 
relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular 
fee applicable to the motor vehicle and a fee equal to the cost of producing the 
plate; provided, however, that the issuance of the plates shall be revenue 
' neutral, shall be issued an emergency registration plate and shall be eligible to 
renew such emergency registration plate. 

(h) Notwithstanding this section to the contrary, an owner or lessee of a 
' motor vehicle who is a resident of the state and who is a nurse licensed by the 

Tennessee board of nursing, who submits a statement or certification from a 
\trauma center or emergency room in a hospital or other medical facility 
confirming that the applicant is a trauma nurse, upon complying with state 
‘motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles and 
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paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and a fee equal to the 
cost of producing the plate; provided, that the issuance of the plates is revenue 
neutral, shall be issued an emergency registration plate and shall be eligible to 
renew the registration plate. 

(i) Notwithstanding this section to the contrary, an owner or lessee of a 
motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and who is on-call surgical 
personnel licensed or certified under title 63 or as a surgical technologist under 
title 68, chapter 57, serving in a hospital, emergency room or surgical 
department, who submits a statement or certification from the hospital, 
emergency room or surgical department confirming that the applicant is 
on-call surgical personnel, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws 
relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular 
fee applicable to the motor vehicle and a fee equal to the cost of producing such 
plate, shall be issued an emergency registration plate and shall be eligible to 
renew such registration plate; provided, that the issuance of the plates shall be 
revenue neutral. 

(j) Subject to the requirements of § 55-4-202, the commissioner is autho- 
rized and shall issue a license plate to an owner or lessee of a motorcycle who 
is otherwise eligible for an emergency plate in the appropriate category; 
provided, however, that the owner or lessee shall comply with the state motor 
vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motorcycles and shall pay 
the regular fee applicable to motorcycles and the applicable fee specified in 
§ 55-4-204 prior to the issuance of the plate. 

(k) Notwithstanding this section to the contrary, an owner or lessee of a 
motor vehicle who is a resident of the state and who is a constable duly elected, 
trained, and qualified in accordance with title 8, chapter 10, and is certified as 
such, and authorized, by the county legislative body of the county in which the 
person serves, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to 
registration and licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee 
applicable to the motor vehicle, shall be issued an emergency registration 
plate. 


§ 1: 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2002, ch. 633, §§ 3, 


6; 2004, ch. 937, § 3; 2007, ch. 63, §§ 3, 4; 2008, 
ch. 1007, § 4; 2008, ch. 1165, §§ 45, 46; 2009, 
Ch. 589) § 00; 20L 7 Ci ok Se 2: 2ULO,. Cl. 
923, § 2; 2018, ch. 1028, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4- 
222; Acts 2020, ch. 597, §§ 2, 3. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§. 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 386, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 


§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2: 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, $$ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 


1995, ch. 132,'§ 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 199SmRy 


ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§. 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
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§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 


' Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
_ supplement. 


For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2009, ch. 589. 

Acts 2018, ch. 923, § 3, which amended this 
section, shall apply to registration plates re- 
newed on or after May 15, 2018. 


-Amendments. 


The 2020 amendment, in (d), substituted 


“emergency medical technician, paramedic, 
emergency medical technician-paramedic, or 
_ other emergency medical responder” for “emer- 
_ gency medical technician or paramedic” in the 
- first sentence, in the fourth sentence, inserted 
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“ 


, or emergency medical technician-paramed- 
ics” preceding “not affiliated”, substituted “are” 
for “shall be”, inserted “, emergency medical 
technician,” following “valid paramedic” and 
substituted “technician-paramedic’s” for “tech- 
nician’s”, and added the last sentence. 
Effective Dates. 

Acts 2020, ch. 597, § 4. July 1, 2020. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
144. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

T.C.A. § 55-4-222 and T.C.A. § 55-4- 
202(c)(1) [T.C.A. § 55-4-223 and T.C.A. § 55-4- 
203(c)(1)] now do not authorize the issuance of 
emergency license plates to trauma physicians 
except to the extent that such physicians may 
also be authorized to receive such plates by 
virtue of membership in a group to whose 
members such plates may be issued, OAG 03- 
163, 2003 Tenn. AG LEXIS 178 (12/23/03). 


| §5-4-224. Firefighters. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 


» who is a member of a volunteer fire department or full-time firefighting unit, 
or another bona fide firefighter, including a paid, paid-on-call, or volunteer 


firefighter, or a bona fide retired firefighter, shall be issued a special firefighter 


' registration plate, as provided for in this part, upon proof of current member- 


ship in a firefighting unit, or upon proof of former membership in a firefighting 
unit from which the owner or lessee is a retired member in good standing, and 


/ upon compliance with state motor vehicle registration and licensing laws and 
) payment of the applicable registration fee under § 55-4-111; except, that any 


active volunteer firefighter who has at least one (1) year of service shall be 
exempt, at the time of renewal, from the applicable registration fee for only one 


_ (1) motor vehicle, upon the certification or sworn statement from the chief of 


the fire department to which the person is attached confirming the person is an 


active volunteer firefighter. In addition to the exemption provided by this 
. subsection (a), the legislative body of a county is authorized to waive the motor 


vehicle tax for motor vehicles receiving an exemption under this subsection (a) 


from the registration fee if the waiver is approved in the same manner as the 
\ adoption of the motor vehicle tax under § 5-8-102. 


(b) Subject to the requirements of § 55-4-202, the commissioner is autho- 


rized and shall issue a license plate to an owner or lessee of a motorcycle who 
'is otherwise eligible for a special firefighter registration plate; provided, 


' History. 


however, that the owner or lessee shall comply with the state motor vehicle 


laws relating to registration and licensing of motorcycles and shall pay the 
regular fee applicable to motorcycles and the applicable fee specified in 
§ 55-4-204 prior to the issuance of the plate. 


2007, ch. 604, § 3; 2009, ch. 589, § 42; 2018, ch. 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2004, ch. 481, § 7; 923, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4- 


55-4-225 


241. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, 8§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch: 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §$ 1-3; 
1991, ch: 482, §§ 1-12: 1992; ch."543) §$° 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 19938, 
ch. 105,°§§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, $ 1; 1993; ch. 
128, ° 9 T199a th. 145.8 Teerses em. 2o0, 
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1998, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § I;«1994, ‘ch. 999; 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, $$ 1, 2; 199m 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-38; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preambte of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2009, ch. 589. 

Acts 2018, ch. 923, § 3, which amended this 
section, shall apply to registration plates re- 
newed on or after May 15, 2018. 


§§ 1-3; 
§§ 1-3; 
8§ 1-3; 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 


8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 201, 55-4-202. 


55-4-225. Amateur radio station licensees. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who holds an unrevoked and unexpired official amateur radio station license 
issued by the federal communications commission may apply to the depart- 
ment, through the county clerk, for issuance of a special purpose license plate 
under this part. The application shall be accompanied by proof of ownership of 
a amateur radio station license. 

(b)(1) The initial issuance of a special purpose license plate to the applicant 

shall be made upon payment of the regular registration fee for plates, as 

prescribed under § 55-4-111, and upon payment of the additional fee 

prescribed by § 55-4-204, if applicable. Thereafter, annual renewal for a 

qualified resident shall be as provided by this chapter. 

(2) The special purpose license plates issued pursuant to this section for 
motor vehicles authorized by § 55-4-210(c) and motorcycles shall bear the 
official amateur radio call letters assigned by the federal communications 
commission to the applicant. 

(c) All applications under this section shall be accompanied by the required 
fees. 

(d) In the event of the reissuance of a special purpose license plate under 
this section whether due to design changes, loss, changes in call letters, 
revocation or expiration of the radio station license or any other reason shall 
require payment of fees in the same manner as initial issuance of the license 
plate. 

(e)(1) To be eligible for an amateur radio license plate issued pursuant to 

§ 55-4-203(c)(1)(A) without paying the fee prescribed by § 55-4- 

204(a)(4)(A)Gi) in addition to the regular fee for the plate, the registrant 

shall furnish proof to the commissioner, through the county clerk, that the 
registrant is a member of a squad or group that actively participates in 
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needed services during any and all emergencies, as determined by the civil 
defense, rescue squads or other organizations that are engaged in volunteer 
emergency services. 

(2) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, to be eligible for an amateur 
radio license plate without paying the fee prescribed by § 55-4- 
204(a)(4)(A)Gi) in addition to the regular fee for the plate, the registrant 
shall furnish proof to the commissioner, through the county clerk, that the 


registrant: 


(A) Has credentials approved by the county emergency management 


director; or 


(B) Holds a class license as an amateur radio operator issued by the 
federal communications commission. 


_ History. 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2016, ch. 702, § 1; 


) 2018, ch. 990, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. 
| § 55-4-229. 


' Compiler’s Notes. 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 


_ special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 


fees 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, §. 1; 


1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, 8§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 


) 618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch, 


781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, 8§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 


ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 


§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, $§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
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1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
28.61 1993 | chy 4b, Se 1s 1993. ch, 236. 
S$ 1-0: 2995. ch. 314, $1 1993, ch. 446, 
§§$ 1-3; 1993, ‘ch! 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, 8§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
$§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
88" 1453/1995, ch.'56,'§ ‘1; 1995, ch. 82.'$§« 1; 2; 
1995, ch. .84, §§ I, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995.ich, 132.8. 2: 1995, ch.ul73, §$ 1.,.2:.1995, 
en. 195, $F 1995, ch./199, $1: 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Acts 2016, ch. 702, § 2 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, took effect April 6, 
2016 and shall apply to registration plates 
issued or renewed on or after such date. 


(a) Registration plates issued under the dealer category may be issued to 
manufacturers, dealers and transporters of motor vehicles as provided for in 


this part. 


(b)(1) Any dealer owning any vehicle that may be legally operated upon the 
streets or highways of this state with a regular vehicle registration may, 
either in person or through a duly authorized agent or employee, operate or 
move the vehicle upon any highway of the state without registering each 
such vehicle, upon condition that the vehicle display a special purpose plate 
issued to that owner as prescribed in this part. The dealer may further 
authorize the operation of the vehicle bearing such plates by customers for 
temporary purposes not to exceed seventy-two (72) hours. The dealer may 
further authorize the operation of the vehicle bearing such plates by any 
customer who is using the vehicle, without charge, while the customer’s 
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vehicle is being serviced or repaired by the dealer or by any person who is 
participating in a driver’s education program and is operating a vehicle that 
was provided by the dealer to a school for use in the driver’s education 
program. ) 

(2) The special purpose dealer plate shall have the legend “TENN” at the 
top of the plate and shall have “auto dealer” at the bottom of the plate. The 
legend shall contain the letter “D” and five (5) numbers. The special purpose 
dealer plate for a motor vehicle dealer that sells used motor vehicles shall 
have a red background and white letter and numbers. The special purpose 
dealer plate for a franchise motor vehicle dealer that sells new motor 
vehicles shall have a white background and black letter and numbers. 

(3) Any dealer who has a valid number assigned by the motor vehicle 
commission may make application to the department for one (1) or more 
special purpose plates. The fee for the first plate is forty-seven dollars and 
thirty cents ($47.30), and the fee for any plates in addition to the first plate 
is twenty-three dollars and sixty-five cents ($23.65) for each additional plate. 
No dealer shall be permitted to purchase more than two hundred twenty-five 
(225) auto dealer plates during a registration year. 

(4) A transporter may operate or move any vehicle that may be legally 
operated under a regular vehicle registration upon any highway within this 
state solely for the purpose of delivery, upon likewise displaying thereon like 
plates issued to the transporter as provided in this part. 

(5) Any vehicle preparation service or motor vehicle auction company 
licensed by the state may obtain special purpose plates to operate or move 
dealer-owned vehicles upon any highway within the state solely for the 
purpose of transporting the vehicles between a dealer’s business location 
and the location where the cleaning, repairing, or preparation is performed 
or where the vehicle is to be auctioned, and for the purposes of testing the 
vehicle within a twenty (20) mile radius of the location where the cleaning, 
repairing or preparation is performed. 

(6) This subsection (b) shall not apply to work or service vehicles owned by 
a manufacturer, transporter or dealer. 

(c)(1) Any manufacturer or transporter may make application to any county 
clerk within the state, and any vehicle preparation service may make 
application to the county clerk of the county where the established place of 
business of the service is located, upon appropriate forms for a certificate and 
for one (1) or more special purpose plates or single special purpose plates as 
appropriate to vehicles subject to registration hereunder, which plates shall 
be of the same color as auto dealer plates issued in the state for the 
particular year in question and on which shall appear the letters “DL” and 
identifying numbers. An applicant for these registration plates who is a 
transporter shall submit proof of the applicant’s status as a bona fide 
transporter that may reasonably be required by the county clerk to whom 
the application is made. If the applicant is a manufacturer, the county clerk 
shall not issue the registration plates until the applicant has registered with 
the county clerk to whom the application is made the number of the current 
license issued to such manufacturer by the motor vehicle commission. For 
registering the license number of such manufacturers and dealers, the 
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county clerk shall be entitled to a fee of five dollars ($5.00). 
(2) The county clerk, upon granting an application, shall, upon the 
' payment of the appropriate fee, issue to the applicant a certificate containing 
the applicant’s name and address. 

(3) All special purpose plates issued to any vehicle preparation service, 
manufacturer, or transporter shall bear identifying numbers, and no special 
purpose plates issued to other vehicle preparation services, manufacturers, 
or transporters shall bear the same number. 

(4) The commissioner is authorized and empowered to design, issue and 
regulate the use of temporary plates for use in cases where dealer plates 
cannot be used. Upon the depletion of the department’s current inventory of 
temporary plates, the department shall redesign the temporary plates in 
such a manner as determined by the commissioner as will permit the 
conspicuous display of individual distinctive alpha-numerical characters. 
Temporary plates may be issued for a period of thirty (30) days. The fee for 
the thirty-day plate is five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50). No person may 
operate a motor vehicle for more than sixty (60) days with the temporary 
plate. Nothing in this section shall be construed as a grant of authority for 
the issuance or use of the temporary plates on trucks or truck tractors being 
used or tested under load conditions over the streets and highways of this 
state. 

-(d)(1) Registration plates issued under this subsection (d) may only be 
issued to dealers as provided for in this subsection (d). 

(2) Any dealer owning a vehicle suitable for special event services may, 
either in person or through a duly authorized agent, employee, or lessee, 
operate or move the vehicle upon any highway of the state without 
registering such vehicle, upon condition that the vehicle display a special 
event plate issued to that owner as prescribed in this part. 

(3) A vehicle is suitable for special event services if it: 

(A) Is rented to legal entities of this state, or any political subdivision 
thereof, pursuant to a rental agreement; 

(B) Only travels in this state during the rental period; 

(C) Is capable of holding fifteen (15) or more passengers; and 

(D) Has fewer than two thousand five hundred (2,500) miles on the 
odometer. 

(4) Notwithstanding any statute to the contrary, a vehicle meeting all of 
the criteria of a special event services vehicle pursuant to subdivision (d)(3) 
shall not be eligible to use a special purpose dealer plate. 

(5) The special event plate shall have the legend “TENN” at the top of the 
plate and shall have “Special Event” at the bottom of the plate. The legend 
shall contain the letters “SE” and five (5) numbers. The special event plates 
shall have a light blue background with black letters and numbers. 

(6) Any dealer who has a valid number assigned by the motor vehicle 
commission may make application to the department for one (1) or more 
special event plates and shall provide sufficient information as reasonably 
requested by the commissioner to show how many vehicles are suitable for 
special event services. The fee for such plate shall be more than one hundred 
fifty-two dollars and sixty-three cents ($152.63). No dealer shall be permit- 
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ted to purchase more than one hundred (100) special event plates during a 
registration year. 

(e)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (e)(2), the special purpose plates 
issued under this section shall expire on May 31 of each year, and a new 
plate or plates for the ensuing year may be obtained by the person to whom 


the expired plate or plates were issued upon application to the registrar of — 


motor vehicles, or the registrar’s deputy as provided by law. Issuance of the 
plates shall begin May 1 of each year, upon payment of the fee provided by 
law, and proof by the applicant that the applicant is still engaged in business 
as a manufacturer, transporter, dealer or vehicle preparation service. 

(2) In the year in which the issuance of such plates shall be valid for a 
period of fourteen (14) months pursuant to this section, the fee provided by 
law shall be computed as seven-sixths (‘/,) times the regular annual fee. The 
intent of this subdivision (e)(2) is to provide that the annual fee be increased 
by a pro-rata portion to cover the additional two (2) months fee during the 
transition year of implementation of this new schedule. Issuance of the 
plates pursuant to this subdivision (e)(2) shall begin on March 1 of the year 
so affected, upon payment of the appropriate fee, and proof by the applicant 
that such applicant is still engaged in business as a manufacturer, trans- 
porter, dealer or vehicle preparation service. 

(f)(1) Registration plates issued under this subsection (f) may only be issued 
to manufacturers and dealers of boats as provided for in this subsection (f). 

(2) A person may operate a boat trailer for hire upon any highway within 
this state without registering the boat trailer, if the boat trailer is operated 
solely for the purpose of delivery of a boat to a customer of a manufacturer 
or dealer of boats and the boat trailer displays a special purpose boat dealer 
plate issued to the manufacturer or dealer as prescribed in this subsection 
(f). 

(3) Any dealer or manufacturer of boats who hires individuals who own or 
operate boat trailers to deliver boats to the dealer’s or manufacturer’s 
customers may make, either in person or through a duly authorized agent, 
employee, or lessee, application to any county clerk within the state, upon 
appropriate forms for a certificate and for one (1) or more special purpose 
boat dealer plates. 

(4) The boat dealer plates must be of a different color than the auto dealer 
and special event plates issued in the state for the particular year in 
question and must have the legend “TENN” at the top of the plate and must 
have “boat dealer” at the bottom of the plate. The legend must contain the 
letters “BD” and five (5) numbers. 

(5) The fee for the first plate is forty-seven dollars and thirty cents 
($47.30), and the fee for any plates in addition to the first plate is 
twenty-three dollars and sixty-five cents ($23.65) for each additional plate. A 
dealer or manufacturer of boats shall not purchase more than two hundred 
twenty-five (225) boat dealer plates during a twelve-month period. 

(6) The county clerk, upon granting an application, shall issue to the 
applicant, upon the payment of the appropriate fee, a certificate containing 
the applicant’s name and address. 

(7) The special purpose boat dealer plates issued under this subsection (f) 
expire on May 31 of each year, and a new plate or plates for the ensuing year 















































181 


REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF MOTOR VEHICLES 


55-4-226 


may be obtained by the person to whom the expired plate or plates were 
issued upon application to the registrar of motor vehicles, or the registrar’s 
deputy as provided by law. Issuance of the plates begins May 1 of each year, 
upon payment of the fee provided by law, and proof by the applicant that the 
applicant is still engaged in business as a manufacturer or dealer of boats. 
_ (g) The commissioner is authorized and empowered to promulgate rules and 
- regulations for the administration of this section. 


\ History. 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 1999, ch. 98, §§ 12, 
23-2001, ch..98, §)1; 2001, ch. 233, § 7; 2002, 


| ch. 722, § 1; 2002, ch. 856, §§ 8m, 8n; 2007, ch. 


484, § 116; 2009, ch. 530, § 124; 2010, ch. 1151, 


| § 52; 2013, ch. 117, §§ 2, 3; 2013, ch. 183, § 5; 
| 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-221; Acts 
# 2020, ch. 571, § 2. 


_ Compiler’s Notes. 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 


' The former provisions, excluding those previ- 


ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 


| — 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 


8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, $§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, $§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 


) 864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, 8§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
- § 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch.501,§ 1; 1989, 


— §§ 1-3; 


ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1: 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 


2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 


1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, 8§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, $8 1-3: 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 


- ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 


- §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, 8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 


§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, 8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
759, 
914, 
965, 
994, 


Bl; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch: 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 


8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, 8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Acts 1999, ch. 98, § 15, provided that it was 
the intent of that act that any registration 
issued prior to January 1, 2000, shall remain 
valid until the expiration. 

Acts 2001, ch. 98, § 2 provided that the act 
shall apply to any plate issued which would 
expire after March 31, 2002. 

Acts 2001, ch. 233, § 10 provided: “The 
additional revenue generated from the addi- 
tional temporary operation fees and permits 
authorized in § 55-4-115(a)(1) and the addi- 
tional temporary plate fees and permits autho- 
rized in § 55-4-221(c)(4) shall be deposited in 
the alcohol and drug addiction treatment fund 
provided in § 40-33-211 and shall not be in- 
cluded in the general fund.” 

Acts 2002, ch. 856, § 8(0) provided that not- 
withstanding any provision of law to the con- 
trary, all revenues attributable to statutory 
changes effectuated by the provisions of § 8 of 
that act shall be deposited exclusively in the 
state’s general fund and shall be allocated for 
general state purposes in accordance with the 
provisions of the General Appropriations Act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 856, § 13 provided that no 
expenditure of public funds pursuant to that 
act shall be made in violation of the provisions 
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
codified in 42 U.S.C. § 2000d. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
1151. 


Amendments. 
The 2020 amendment added (f), and redesig- 
nated former (f) as present (g). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 571, § 3. July 1, 2020. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Restrictions on how dealers and customers 
may use vehicles for which registration plates 
have been issued under T.C.A. § 55-4-221(b) 
[now T.C.A. § 55-4-226(b)]; fees for use of such 
vehicles. OAG 12-108, 2012 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
112 (12/14/12). 


DECISIONS UNDER PRIOR LAW 


1. Purchaser Operating Vehicle — Liabil- 
ity of Dealer. 


automobile for the purpose of demonstrating it 
to himself to determine whether he should 


Prospective purchaser of automobile, driving purchase it, was a bailee of the vehicle, and the 
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dealer, whose license plates were on the ve- 
hicle, was not liable for the acts of such prospec- 
tive purchaser while driving the automobile. 
Hill v. Harrill, 203 Tenn. 123, 310 S.W.2d 169, 
1957 Tenn. LEXIS 469, 1958 Tenn. LEXIS 283 
(1958). 

Where driver of automobile obtained automo- 
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and demonstrating it to his parents as prospec- 
tive purchasers but at time of accident was on 
the way to a lake for the purpose of motor 
boating and water skiing, dealer was not liable 
for negligence of driver. Walters v. Kee, 51 
Tenn. App. 261, 366 S.W.2d 534, 1962 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 107 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1962). 


182. 


bile from dealer for purpose of test driving it 


55-4-227. OEM headquarters company. 


(a) Registration plates issued under the OEM headquarters company cat- 
egory pursuant to § 55-4-203(a) may be issued to any OEM headquarters 
company for purposes of registering any OEM headquarters company vehicle, 
Eligible employees and eligible family members may operate an OEM head- 
quarters company vehicle on any highway within this state upon displaying 
thereon plates issued to the OEM headquarters company as provided in this 
part. A registration plate issued under the OEM headquarters company 
category may only be transferred to another qualified OEM headquarters 
company vehicle. 

(b) The special purpose OEM headquarters company plates provided for in 
this section shall be designed by the commissioner in consultation with the 
OEM headquarters company making application for the plate. All special 
purpose plates issued to any OEM headquarters company shall bear identify- 
ing numbers and shall display the word “Tennessee” or an abbreviation 


thereof. 


(c) This registration shall be valid so long as title to the OEM headquarters 
company vehicle is vested in the OEM headquarters company and shall not be 
subject to the provisions of this chapter requiring annual registration. 

(d) Any OEM headquarters company may make application to the depart- 
ment for the special purpose plates authorized by this section. The plates shall 
be free of charge, as provided in § 55-4-204. 

(e) Any motor vehicle registered for use as an OEM headquarters company 
vehicle under this section shall, at the termination of such use, be sold at an 
auction limited to any dealer who sells new or unused motor vehicles of the 
same line-make as the motor vehicle to be sold. 


History. 
Acts 2009, ch. 530, § 122; 2018, ch. 183, § 6; 
2018, ch. 1028, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-232. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1,,9;,1985, ch. 56, $$) 1,,2; 1985, eh.95).9312 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §8§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-8; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 


ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, $§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236) 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §$§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1;, 1994, ch. 999% 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § L: 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84, ey lh 2 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3: 
1995, eh.132. $2: 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 199% 
ch. 195, §. 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, old 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-8; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
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§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
'§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §$§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
*§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


! 





155-4-228. Special purpose nonprofit organization plate. 


_ (a) Any nonprofit organization owning any vehicle that may be legally 
operated upon the streets or highways of this state with a regular vehicle 
‘registration may, through an authorized agent or employee, operate or move 
‘the vehicle upon any highway of the state without registering the vehicle, upon 
-condition that the vehicle display a special purpose plate issued to that owner 
‘as prescribed in this section. 

(b) The special purpose nonprofit organization plate shall have the legend 
“TENN” at the top of the plate and shall have “nonprofit organization” at the 
»bottom of the plate. The legend shall contain the letters “CVPT” and three (3) 
numbers. The special purpose nonprofit organization plate shall have a purple 
\background and white letters and numbers. 

_ (c) Anonprofit organization may make application to the department for one 
(1) or more special purpose nonprofit organization plates and shall provide 

sufficient information as reasonably requested by the commissioner to show 
‘that the applicant is a nonprofit organization. The fee for each special purpose 
\plate is forty-seven dollars and thirty cents ($47.30), and the fee for any plates 
in addition to the first plate is twenty-three dollars and sixty-five cents 
($23.65) for each additional plate. No nonprofit organization shall be permitted 
to purchase more than three (3) nonprofit organization plates each year. 

(d) Aspecial purpose nonprofit organization plate may be used in the place 
iof a regular vehicle registration to operate or move the vehicle upon any 
\highway of the state without registering such vehicle, solely for the following 
purposes: 

(1) To transport the vehicle between a prior or subsequent owner and the 
nonprofit organization; 

(2) To transport the vehicle between the nonprofit organization and a 
location where cleaning, repairing, or preparation is performed; or 

(3) To test the vehicle within a twenty-mile radius of the location where 
the cleaning, repairing, or preparation is performed. 

(e) A special purpose nonprofit organization plate may be used solely for 
vehicles that were donated to the nonprofit organization with the intent that 
the vehicle be transferred to a subsequent owner. This section does not apply 

to vehicles used in a nonprofit organization’s daily operations. 

(f) The special purpose plates issued under this section shall expire on May 
31 of each year, and a new plate or plates for the ensuing year may be obtained 
by the person to whom the expired plate or plates were issued upon application 

to the department or any county clerk within the state. Issuance of the plates 
Shall begin May 1 of each year, upon payment of the fee provided by law, and 
proof by the applicant that the applicant continues to be a nonprofit organi- 
zation. 

(g) For purposes of this section, “nonprofit organization” means an organi- 
zation that has received a determination of exemption from the internal 
“revenue service under the Internal Revenue Code § 501(c)(3) (26 U.S.C. 
~§ 501(c)(3)). 
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History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 902, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-343. 


55-4-229. Legislator Emeritus. 


(a) A member of the general assembly, or a former member of the general 
assembly, who is deemed by this section to have emeritus status after having 
served in the general assembly eight (8) or more years, upon complying with 
the title and registration law and upon payment of the regular license fee 
appropriate to the vehicle’s design or use as prescribed in this chapter, plus 
payment of the additional fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a 
registration plate as provided for in this part. 

(b) The design on the Legislator Emeritus special purpose license plates 
shall be distinguishable from the special purpose license plates authorized by 
§ 55-4-220 for members or former members of the general assembly. There 
shall be an image of the state capitol on the left half of the plate and the plate 
shall bear the legend “Legislator Emeritus”. 

(c) The special purpose license plates shall be delivered to the several 
county clerks for issuance during each registration renewal period as provided 
in § 55-4-207, except that the registrar of motor vehicles may make direct 
issue of the plates to the members or former members upon proper application 
being made, if the plates can be prepared for direct issuance prior to March 1. 

(d) This section shall not be construed to mean that any member or former 
member shall be prevented from exchanging a regular type plate for one of 
special design in the course of a given registration year. 


History. 
Acts 2017, ch. 384, § 36; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-346. 


55-4-230. Tennessee Police Benevolent Association. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who is certified as a member of the Tennessee Police Benevolent Association, 
upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor 
vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Tennessee 
Police Benevolent Association cultural license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b)(1) The application for these license plates shall be accompanied by a 

statement from the Tennessee Police Benevolent Association, certifying the 

applicant to be a member of this organization. 

(2) This application shall only be permitted to full-time paid or retired law 
enforcement officers who are members of the Tennessee Police Benevolent 
Association. 

(c) The cultural plates provided for in this section shall bear the inscription 
“POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION” or “PBA” and an appropriate 
standardized insignia of the organization. 

(d)(1) Within thirty (30) days of terminating membership in the Tennessee 
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Police Benevolent Association, an applicant to whom a cultural license plate 
has been issued pursuant to this section shall surrender the plate to the 
county clerk of the county of the applicant’s residence. 

(2) The Tennessee Police Benevolent Association shall provide biannually 
to the department the names and addresses of any persons who have 
terminated their membership in the Tennessee Police Benevolent Associa- 
tion, together with any other identifying information as the commissioner 


may require. 


- History. 


- Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2001, ch. 233, § 9; 


» 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-258. 
' Compiler’s Notes. 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 


_ special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
» Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
' The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
_ ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 


— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1: 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5: 


| 1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 


1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 


hS 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 


2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 


(1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 


1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 


1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 19938, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128) Sil Sol 998. ch, p43 .08y 1s. 19935 ch. :236, 
$§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. .446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch.’ 529, § 6;° 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2;.1995; ch: 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
Ch iyo, ls lyup ca bee 8) 1: 1995) ch” sao, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


| §5-4-231. Retired Female Firefighter. 


(a) A distinctive license plate is authorized for any female who is a retired 
firefighter, if the female is currently a resident of this state, is otherwise 
qualified to register and license a motor vehicle pursuant to this title, and 
submits proof of former membership in a firefighting unit from which the 
female is a bona fide retired member in good standing. 

(b) The registration plates shall bear the legend “Retired Female Fire- 
fighter”. 

(c) The registration plate shall be issued upon payment of the regular 
registration fee pursuant to this chapter and an additional fee equal to the cost 
of actually designing and manufacturing the plates, and submission of infor- 


mation in accordance with subsection (d). 


(d) For issuance of a license plate pursuant to this section, all applications 
shall contain information that the commissioner requires proving the eligibil- 
ity of the applicant as a female who retired in good standing as a firefighter 


‘pursuant to subsection (a). 


History. 
Acts 2017, ch. 384, § 26; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 


—T.C.A. § 55-4-325. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
In view of § 55-4-201(h), former § 55-4-325 
(Acts 2015, ch. 383, § 30) was deleted as obso- 
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lete and invalid in 2016, since the Donate Life failed to meet the minimum requirements for 
new specialty earmarked plates in this section issuance. 


55-4-232. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. since the Antique Auto new specialty ear- 
In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-232 marked plates in this section failed to meet the 

(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 29; T.C.A. § 55-4-337) minimum requirements for issuance. 

was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2020, 


55-4-233. Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. 


(a) An owner or lessee of an antique motor vehicle who is a resident of this 
state, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the 
motor vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society International cultural license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International cultural license plates 
provided for in this section shall contain the official logo or other design 
representative of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. Such plates shall 
be designed in consultation with a representative of Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 17. Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-234 — 55-4-239. [Reserved.| 


55-4-240. Supporters of the arts. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a cultural earmarked 
plate to support the arts for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The Tennessee arts commission is authorized to design multiple plates 
for issuance pursuant to this section; provided, that the minimum require- 
ments of § 55-4-202(b)(3) shall apply to the issuance of each individual 
classification of the plates. 

(c) The Tennessee arts commission shall determine the colors and pictorial 
representations to be included on the plates. 

(d) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, all revenues produced from 
the sale or renewal of cultural earmarked plates to support the arts, minus the 
expense the state has incurred in manufacturing the plates, shall be allocated 
to the Tennessee arts commission. 


History. special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 

§ 49: T.C.A. § 55-4-264. The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 

Compiler’s Notes. — 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning §§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
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1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, $§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5: 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
= 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
9: 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3: 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, 8§ 1-3: 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
Ree 15, L993. ch. d45,..9. 1) 1995. ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
pe 1-3; 1993, ch... 529,.§.6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, 8§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 


55-4-241. Collegiate plates. 
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§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
8§ 1-3;. 1994; ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
8§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995,"ch. 64, "981 21999) chy 122° §$° 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 178, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
Ch igo, 8) Lo Lguy, CH. sk00, © 4, TION ooo, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
S 13 1996," ch) 854, $9" 1-6;/7 1996, ch, 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4), 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) Collegiate motor vehicle registration plates shall be the same size as 


regular passenger motor vehicle or motorcycle license plates and may be of the 
same color and design as regular license plates or may be of the colors and 
contain the logo or other distinctive design of the appropriate college or 
university. The commissioner, after consultation with the appropriate college 
or university, shall determine the colors and design for each classification of 


collegiate plates. 


(b) Applicants may elect to personalize collegiate plates pursuant to § 55- 


4-214. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 47; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-212. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
$§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 


ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
my 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 


1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992. (eh: 737, $$)1-328/°1992) chii646, '§8 “1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66,§ 72: 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1998,. ch. 
128, 99 141992, chi d4bi.§ 1° ')1998, ch.) 236; 
891-6; 1993) ch. 314," §: 1; 1993, ch. °446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
$6013; 11994," ch, 959," §) E1994, "ch? 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84; §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 1225. $$ 4-3; 
1995, ch. 132, 221995y¢eh. 173, $9 1) 21995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch.:'199;°$ 1; 1995,’ ch:'335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§.1;,.1996, .ch..854,..§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, $§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
$§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


55-4-242. Penn State University alumnus. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
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and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Penn State University 
collegiate license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The collegiate plates provided for in this section shall be of the colors and 
contain the logo of Penn State University. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-247. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

The division of motor vehicles was trans- 
ferred from the department of revenue to the 
department of safety by Executive Order No. 37 
(June 29, 1990). 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1,9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 4,,2; 1985, ch. 95, §. 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch..575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1;,1989, ch..158,.§ 1; 1989, ch.501, $.1;1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 


1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, $§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3: 1994, ch. 879, $§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3: 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5: 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, 88 1, 2: 


1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3: 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § ak; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. Glm 
8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1- 4), 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-243. University of Florida alumnus. 





(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a University of Florida 
collegiate license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The collegiate plates provided for in this section shall be of the colors and 


contain the logo of the University of Florida. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1028, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-250. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

The division of motor vehicles was trans- 
ferred from the department of revenue to the 
department of safety by Executive Order No. 37 
(June 29, 1990). 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch..56, §§ .1,:2;,1985, ch. 95,.§ 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 


618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch; 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1998, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1998, ch. 106, § 1; 19938, ch. 
128, § 1; 19938, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236; 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446) 
§§ 1-3; 1998, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
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) 1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2;1995, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
\ ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3: 1996, ch. 615, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, $§ 1-4). 

§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 

-8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, Cross-References. 

be 1; 1996, ch. 854, ‘$8 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
| §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 202, 55-4-203. 

















| 55-4-244. University of Arkansas alumnus. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
_ of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
| and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a University of Arkansas 
collegiate license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 
(b) The collegiate plates provided for in this section shall be of the colors and 
contain the logo of the University of Arkansas. 








| History. 1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 19938, 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, ch. 105, 8§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 

| § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-251. 128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
aw §§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1: 1993, ch. 446, 

_ Compiler’s Notes. §§ 1-3: 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning §§ 1-3: 1994, ch. 637, 8§ 1-4: 1994, ch. 665 

' special plates, was repealed and reenacted by gg 1-3: 1994. ch. 879 "gg 1-19: 1994. ch. 930. 
- Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July i, 1998. §§ 1-3: 1994 ch. 959 § 1: 1994 ey 999. 
' The former provisions, excluding those previ- gg 1-5: 1995. ch: 5G § 11995. ‘ch. 82 Sect 9. 
' ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201  jo995 ch. 84 §§ 1° G05 “sh! 195. §§ 1-3: 

— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 1995, ch. 132, § 2 1995, ch. 173, §§ { IX 1995, 
| 88 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, $$ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95,8 1; ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
1985, ch. 402, 8§ 1-11; 1987, ch. citys §§ 1-5; §§ 1. 2: 1995. ch. 399 §§ 1-3: 1996. ch. 615 
1987, ch. 228, §§ aL 1987, ch. 336, 8§ 1-3, 5; §§ 1-3: 1996 Pe 658 ‘ §§ 1-3: 1996. ch. 672. 
618, §§ TJ pe 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. § 1: 1996 at 854 'S8 1-5: "1996 ‘ ch. 914. 
ti 781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, $§ 1-4; 1988, ch. §§ 1-5: 1996 ch. 963 §§ 1-4: 1996 ch. 965. 
} 864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3. 4; 1989, ch. 136, §§ 1-4: 1996. ch. 971. §§ 1-4: 1996. ch. 994. 

§ ue 1989, ch. 158, § if 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, §§ 1-4: 1996. ch. 1024. §§ 1-4: 1996 Soh’ 1030. 

ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § ip 1990, ch. 897, §§ 1-5: 1996. ch. 1047. §$ 1-4). " j 

= 1;:1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, ; 

2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; Cross-References. 

m791, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 548, §§ 1, 2; Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 

1992, ch. 737, $§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-245. University of Mississippi alumnus. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a University of 
Mississippi collegiate license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The collegiate plates provided for in this section shall be of the colors and 
contain the logo of the University of Mississippi. 


_ History. Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-256. special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 


55-4-246 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56; $§ 1):2;1985) ch. 957 §*1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §$§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992) ch. 543, $$°1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, $§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128; Stee 1999) cho ia bs Veron men. 280. 


55-4-246. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now 55-4-202(g)I, 
former § 55-4-246 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 22) 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 


55-4-247 — 55-4-249. [Reserved.] 
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§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, $§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
$§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2: 


1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch: 178, §§ 1, 2; 199% 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch, 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 33m 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4), 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


since the Cumberland University new specialty 
earmarked plates in this section failed to meet 
the minimum requirements for issuance. 


55-4-250. Memorial registration plates. 


Memorial registration plates shall be issued in accordance with this part and 
§ 55-4-261 pertaining to former prisoners of war, § 55-4-258 pertaining to 
recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor, § 55-4-259 pertaining to 
recipients of the Distinguished Service Cross, Air Force Cross, Navy Cross, 
Silver Star, Bronze Star (Valor), Air Medal (Valor), and Distinguished Flying 





Cross, and § 55-4-256 pertaining to disabled veterans. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2011, ch. 491, § 25; 
2013, ch. 318, § 4; 2014, ch. 966, § 18; 2018, ch. 
10238, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-240. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
$$ 1) 9))1985, ch) 56, $$ \1,,25)1985,,ch)95,'$ 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 


§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 787, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, 8§ 1-3: 
1995, ch. 132, § 2: 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 











HSS 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 


Acts 2018, ch. 318, § 13, as amended by Acts 
2014, ch. 966, § 28, provided that notwith- 
standing any law to the contrary, any person 
issued an Air Medal memorial license plate 
} prior to June 21, 2013, shall be entitled to 
| .retain the plate for vehicular use upon compli- 
} ance with all motor vehicle laws relating to 
registration and licensing of motor vehicles. 
Any Air Medal military cultural plates initially 
issued to any recipient of the Air Medal (Meri- 
torious) on or after May 138, 2013, shall be 
subject to the regular registration fee for plates, 
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as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and the fee 
provided for in § 55-4-203(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
204(c)(1)]. Any Air Medal military cultural 
plates initially issued to any recipient of the Air 
Medal (Valor) on or after May 13, 2013, and 
prior to May 19, 2014, shall be memorial plates 
upon their first renewal on or after May 13, 
2013; provided, that the plates shall not be 
subject to the regular registration fee and shall 
be free of charge pursuant to § 55-4-203(b) 
Inow § 55-4-204(b)]. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-251. Annual verification process for memorial registration plates 
and military registration plates. 


(a) This section shall apply to memorial registration plates described in 
§ 55-4-203(c)(4) and military registration plates described in § 55-4- 
203(c)(5)(F). 

(b) Each registration plate to which this section applies shall be subject to a 
verification process that shall occur annually upon the renewal of the plate, if 
applicable, or upon such other time as determined by the department. The 
department may prescribe the form and manner of submitting any proof or 
‘documentation required by this section; provided, that the holder shall be 
permitted to submit such proof or documentation by mail or in person. 

(c) At the time of annual verification, the holder of the plate shall submit 
satisfactory proof that the holder is a resident of the county in which the 
vehicle is registered, and any other proof that the department may require 
showing that the holder is complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to 
registration. 

(d) If the holder of the plate is deceased as of the date of annual verification, 
and if the copy of the death certificate of the deceased holder has not been 
previously submitted, then the surviving spouse of the deceased or the 
personal representative of the deceased holder’s estate shall submit a copy of 
the death certificate at the time of the annual verification. 

(e) If any surviving spouse of a deceased holder of a plate wishes to continue 
the issuance of, and retain the plate formerly held by the deceased holder, or 
apply for issuance of the plate to which the deceased spouse was entitled, as 
authorized by § 55-4-261, § 55-4-257, § 55-4-2638, § 55-4-252, or § 55-4-253, 
as applicable, then the surviving spouse shall do so at the time of the annual 
verification. The surviving spouse shall submit a copy of the death certificate 
of the deceased holder and documentation showing the surviving spouse is a 
resident of the county for which the vehicle that is owned or leased by the 
deceased holder or surviving spouse is registered, and shall pay any applicable 
fees. 





History. 
Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 22; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-316. 
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55-4-252. United States military — Active, retired and honorably dis- 
charged members — Military reserves. 


(a) Registration plates are authorized for active, retired and honorably 
discharged members of the United States military and the United States 
military reserves in good standing. The plates are approved for display on 
motor vehicles that are authorized by § 55-4-210(c) and that are owned and 
operated, or leased by, a member or member’s spouse. A surviving spouse of a 
deceased retired or honorably discharged member or of a member who died 
while on active duty, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to 
registration and licensing of motor vehicles and upon paying the regular fee 
applicable to the vehicle and the fee prescribed by § 55-4-204, shall be issued 
a registration plate pursuant to this section, until the surviving spouse 
remarries. 

(b) The registration plates shall be of a distinctive design as approved by the 
commissioner and shall include the appropriate emblem of the branch of 
service of the recipient of the plate. The registration plates shall also contain 
the words “Volunteer State” at the bottom of the plates. 

(c) The registration plate authorized pursuant to this section shall be issued 
upon payment of the regular registration fee pursuant to this chapter and the 
additional fee prescribed by § 55-4-204. 

(d)(1) All applications pursuant to this section shall contain all information 

that the commissioner requires to prove eligibility for issuance of a license 

plate pursuant to this section; provided, that, notwithstanding any law to 
the contrary, a retired member of the United States military or the United 

States military reserves shall be required to submit retirement status 

documentation only when initially applying for registration plates under 

this section and subsequent registration plates under this section shall be 
issued to that person without the repeated presentation of retirement status 
documentation. Eligibility for the cultural registration plate for United 

States reserve forces shall be determined by the department in consultation 

with the appropriate information on current and valid DD Form 2A (Res), 

DD Form 2N (Res), DD Form 2MC (Res), DD Form 2AF (Res), DD Form 2CG 

(Res) (Armed Forces of the United States Identification Card), citing that the 

request is submitted by a member of the United States reserve forces, or 

current and valid stationing orders citing that the request is submitted by an 
active duty member of the United States reserve forces. 

(2) Aretired member of the United States military and the United States 
military reserves in good standing who has participated in full or voluntary 
early retirement authorized by the branch of the United States armed forces 
in which the retired member served shall also be eligible for the issuance of 
a cultural plate pursuant to this section. Eligibility for the cultural regis- 
tration plates for retired members of the United States armed forces who 
have participated in full or voluntary early retirement shall be determined 
by the department, in consultation with the appropriate information on 
these retired members’ “Certificate of Release of Discharge from Active 
Duty” or on the current and valid forms enumerated in subdivision (d)(1). 
The retired members’ plate shall be distinguished by a retired decal placed 











— 4-244, 
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below the branch of service located on the left side of the license plate. 

(3) An active duty member of the United States military and the United 
States military reserves in good standing shall also be eligible for the 
issuance of a cultural plate pursuant to this section. Eligibility for the 
cultural registration plates for active duty members of the United States 
armed forces shall be determined by the department, in consultation with 
the appropriate information on the active duty member’s stationing orders 
required in subdivision (d)(1). 

(4) An honorably discharged member of the United States military and 
the United States military reserves in good standing shall also be eligible for 
the issuance of a cultural plate pursuant to this section. Eligibility for the 
cultural registration plates for honorably discharged members of the United 
States armed forces shall be determined by the department and by consult- 

_ing the appropriate information on the DD214 form. An honorably dis- 
charged member’s plate shall be distinguished by an honorably discharged 
decal placed below the branch of service located on the left side of the license 
plate. 

(e) Each recipient of a military plate issued pursuant to this section may 
apply an appropriate decal to the plate that designates the military unit in 
which the recipient served and/or the purpose for which the plate has been 
issued. The decal, and the placement of the decal, shall be subject to the 
approval of the commissioners of revenue and veterans services. The cost of 
this decal shall be borne by the recipient of the plate wishing to apply the decal. 


24993, \ch'+529," §:16;.1994) ) chi624, 
; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
s1994. 'cha959, 018 (7 £19945) ch. 999, 
11995, ch..56,$) 1; 1995,ich. 82,, $$) 1,,2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1,. 2; 1995,'ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2002, ch. 866, § 3; 
2006, ch. 964, §§ 17, 18; 2007, ch. 484, § 55; 
2010, ch. 1151, § 53; 2014, ch. 966, § 21; 2015, 
ch. 24, § 7; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55- 


1995, ch. 132,'§ 2; 1995, .ch:'173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 

Compiler’s Notes. ch. 195, $ 1; 1995, ch. 199, $1; 1995, ch. 335, 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning §8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 

special plates, was repealed and reenacted by §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1,1998. §8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 

_ The former provisions, excluding those previ- it bie Bam a me Beat oe ae 
c ch. 

ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 S§ 1-4. 1996. ch. 971. §& 1-4. 1996, ch. 994, 


— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 


8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-8; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 


§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
1151, 

Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 
Tennessee Code Commission is requested to 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 
ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- 
ever the language appears in reference to the 
name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-253 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 194 


55-4-253. Honorably discharged veterans. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and | 
who is an honorably discharged veteran of the United States armed forces, or | 


a civilian veteran of the United States army corps of engineers, upon 


complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing | 
of motor vehicles and upon paying the regular fee applicable to the motor | 
vehicle and the fee provided in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an honorably | 


discharged veteran registration plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). A surviving spouse of such a deceased honorably discharged 
veteran, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles, upon paying the regular fee applicable to the 
vehicle and the fee prescribed by § 55-4-204, and upon providing a copy of the 
death certificate of the deceased honorably discharged veteran, shall be issued 
a registration plate pursuant to this section, until the surviving spouse 
remarries. 

(b) All applications pursuant to this section shall be accompanied by orders 
or a statement of discharge from the appropriate branch of the United States 
armed forces classifying the applicant as an honorably discharged veteran, or 
by orders or official documentation from the United States army corps of 
engineers classifying the applicant as a civilian veteran; provided, that, 


notwithstanding any law to the contrary, an honorably discharged veteran of | 


the United States armed forces or a surviving spouse of an honorably 
discharged veteran of the United States armed forces shall be required to 
submit the required documentation only when initially applying for registra- 
tion plates under this section and subsequent registration plates under this 
section shall be issued to that person without the repeated presentation of the 
required documentation. This subsection (b) shall not apply in the case of an 
application by a surviving spouse in which the deceased honorably discharged 
veteran had been issued a license plate or license plates under this section. 
(c)(1) The registration plates provided for in this section shall be designed in 
consultation with the commissioner of veterans services. 

(2) The design of registration plates that are issued pursuant to this 
section shall bear the name of the county of issue on the lower edge of the 
tag. 

(3) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans, the Ameri- 
can flag shall be in the center of the license plate. 

(4)(A) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans of Viet- 

nam, the center emblem shall be the American flag. A Southeast Asia 

campaign medal or appropriate civilian documentation shall have been 
awarded in order to obtain the Vietnam Veteran plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans who 
served during the time that Vietnam occurred but who do not qualify for 
issuance of the Vietnam Veteran plate, the American flag shall be in the 
center of the license plate and the strip along the bottom of the license 
plate shall read “Vietnam Era Veteran.” Nothing in this subdivision 
(c)(4)(B) prohibits any veteran or civilian veteran who served during 
Vietnam from requesting issuance of the honorably discharged veteran 
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plate that is authorized by subsection (a). 

(5)(A) For veterans and civilian veterans of World War II, the strip along 
the bottom of the license plate shall read “WW II Veteran,” and the symbol 
on the left shall be the Honorable Service Lapel Pin, also known as the 
ruptured duck. Proof of honorable military or civilian service between 
December 7, 1941, and December 31, 1946, shall be required to obtain this 
plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans who 

served during the time that World War II occurred but who do not qualify 
for issuance of the World War II Veteran plate, the American flag shall be 
in the center of the license plate and the strip along the bottom of the 
license plate shall read “World War II Era Veteran.” Nothing in this 
subdivision (c)(5)(B) prohibits any veteran or civilian veteran who served 
during World War II from requesting issuance of the honorably discharged 
veteran plate that is authorized by subsection (a). 
(6)(A) For veterans and civilian veterans of the Korean War, the strip 
along the bottom of the license plate shall read “Korean War Veteran,” and 
the symbol on the left shall be the American flag. A Korean Service Medal 
shall have been awarded for an honorably discharged veteran, or appro- 
priate civilian documentation, to obtain this plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans who 

served during the time that the Korean War occurred but who do not 
qualify for issuance of the Korean War Veteran plate, the American flag 
shall be in the center of the license plate and the strip along the bottom of 
the license plate shall read “Korean War Era Veteran.” Nothing in this 
subdivision (c)(6)(B) prohibits any veteran or civilian veteran who served 
during the Korean War from requesting issuance of the honorably dis- 
charged veteran plate that is authorized by subsection (a). 
(7)(A) For veterans and civilian veterans of Operation Desert Storm, the 
strip along the bottom of the license plate shall read “Desert Storm 
Veteran,” and the symbol on the left shall be the American flag. Award of 
the Southwest Asia Service Medal and proof of honorable service, or 
appropriate civilian documentation, shall be required for a veteran or 
civilian veteran to obtain this plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans who 
served during the time that Operation Desert Storm occurred but who do 
not qualify for issuance of the Desert Storm Veteran plate, the American 
flag shall be in the center of the license plate and the strip along the 
bottom of the license plate shall read “Desert Storm Era Veteran.” Nothing 
in this subdivision (c)(7)(B) prohibits any veteran or civilian veteran who 
served during Operation Desert Storm from requesting issuance of the 
honorably discharged veteran plate that is authorized by subsection (a). 
(8)(A) For veterans and civilian veterans of the peacekeeping mission in 
Bosnia, the strip along the bottom of the license plate shall read “Bosnia 
Veteran”, and the symbol on the left shall be the American flag. Proof of 
honorable service, or appropriate civilian documentation, shall be re- 
quired for a veteran or civilian veteran to obtain this plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans who 
served during the time that the peacekeeping mission in Bosnia occurred 
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but who do not qualify for issuance of the Bosnia Veteran plate, the 
American flag shall be in the center of the license plate and the strip along 
the bottom of the license plate shall read “Bosnia Era Veteran.” Nothing in 
this subdivision (c)(8)(B) prohibits any veteran or civilian veteran who 
served during the peacekeeping mission in Bosnia from requesting issu- 
ance of the honorably discharged veteran plate that is authorized by 
subsection (a). 

(9)(A) For honorably discharged veterans of Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
active members of the United States armed forces who served in Opera- 
tion Iraqi Freedom, the strip along the bottom of the license plate shall 
read “Operation Iraqi Freedom,” and the symbol on the left shall be the 
American flag, below which shall appear the word “VETERAN?” in letters 
of an appropriate size. The commissioner of veterans services shall also set 
proof of service requirements for veterans who served in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom to obtain the plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans who served during the time that 
Operation Iraqi Freedom occurred but who do not qualify for issuance of 
the Operation Iraqi Freedom plate, the American flag shall be in the 
center of the license plate and the strip along the bottom of the license 
plate shall read “Operation Iraqi Freedom Era.” Nothing in this subdivi- 
sion (c)(9)(B) prohibits any veteran who served during Operation Iraqi 


Freedom from requesting issuance of the honorably discharged veteran | 


plate that is authorized by subsection (a). 


ee 


—— 


(10)(A) For honorably discharged veterans of Operation Enduring Free- 


dom and active members of the United States armed forces who served in 
Operation Enduring Freedom, the strip along the bottom of the license 
plate shall read “Operation Enduring Freedom,” and the symbol on the left 
shall be the American flag, below which shall appear the word “VE'T- 
ERAN” in letters of an appropriate size. The commissioner of veterans 
services shall also set proof of service requirements for veterans who have 
served in Operation Enduring Freedom to obtain the plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans who served during Operation 
Enduring Freedom but who do not qualify for issuance of the Operation 


Enduring Freedom plate, the American flag shall be in the center of the — 


license plate and the strip along the bottom of the license plate shall read 
“Operation Enduring Freedom Era.” Nothing in this subdivision (c)(10)(B) 
prohibits any veteran who served during Operation Enduring Freedom 
from requesting issuance of the honorably discharged veteran plate that is 
authorized by subsection (a). 
(11)(A) For honorably discharged veterans of Operation New Dawn and 
active members of the United States armed forces who served in Opera- 
tion New Dawn, the strip along the bottom of the license plate shall read 
“Operation New Dawn,” and the symbol on the left shall be the American 
flag, below which shall appear the word “VETERAN” in letters of an 
appropriate size. The commissioner of veterans services shall also set 
proof of service requirements for veterans who have served in Operation 
New Dawn to obtain the plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans who served during Operation 
New Dawn but who do not qualify for issuance of the Operation New Dawn 


a 
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| Veteran plate, the American flag shall be in the center of the license plate 
and the strip along the bottom of the license plate shall read “Operation 

New Dawn Era.” Nothing in this subdivision (c)(11)(B) prohibits any 

veteran who served during Operation New Dawn from requesting issu- 

ance of the honorably discharged veteran plate that is authorized by 

subsection (a). 

(12) For honorably discharged veterans who served during the period 
between the announcement of the Truman Doctrine on March 12, 1947, and 
the collapse of the Soviet Union on December 26, 1991, with this period being 
known as the Cold War, the American flag shall be in the center of the license 
plate and the strip along the bottom of the license plate shall read “Cold War 

Era Veteran.” Nothing in this subdivision (c)(12) prohibits any veteran who 
served during this period from requesting issuance of the honorably dis- 
charged veteran plate that is authorized by subsection (a) or any other plate 
authorized by this subsection (c) for which the veteran qualifies. 

(13)(A) For honorably discharged veterans of the peacekeeping mission in 

Somalia occurring between December 5, 1992 and March 3, 1994, the plate 

shall be designed by the commissioner of veterans services in consultation 

with the commissioner of revenue. The commissioner of veterans services 
shall also set proof of service requirements for honorably discharged 
veterans to obtain this plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans who served during the time that 
the peacekeeping mission in Somalia occurred but who do not qualify for 
issuance of the Somalia Veteran plate, the American flag shall be in the 
center of the license plate and the strip along the bottom of the license 
plate shall read “Somalia Era Veteran”. Nothing in this subdivision 
(c)(13)(B) prohibits any veteran who served during the peacekeeping 
mission in Somalia from requesting issuance of the honorably discharged 
veteran plate that is authorized by subsection (a). 

(14) For honorably discharged veterans and active members of the United 
States armed forces who served in South Korea after the signing of the 
Korean Armistice Agreement in support of the defense of the South Korean 
state and who qualify for the Korea Defense Service Medal, the strip along 
the bottom of the license plate shall read “Korean Defense Service”, and the 
plate shall include an identification legend distinctive to recipients of the 
Korea Defense Service Medal. The commissioner of veterans services shall 
set proof of service requirements for eligible veterans and military service 
members to obtain the plate. 

(15)(A) For honorably discharged veterans of Operation Inherent Resolve 

and active members of the United States armed forces who served in 

Operation Inherent Resolve, the strip along the bottom of the license plate 

shall read “Operation Inherent Resolve” and the symbol on the left shall be 

the American flag, below which shall appear the word “VETERAN?” in 
letters of an appropriate size. The commissioner of veterans services shall 
also set proof of service requirements for veterans who have served in 

Operation Inherent Resolve to obtain the plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans who served during Operation 
Inherent Resolve but who do not qualify for issuance of the Operation 
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Inherent Resolve plate, the American flag shall be in the center of the 
license plate and the strip along the bottom of the license plate shall read 
“Operation Inherent Resolve Era”. Nothing in this subdivision (c)(15)(B) 
prohibits any veteran who served during Operation Inherent Resolve from 
requesting issuance of the honorably discharged veteran plate that is 


authorized by subsection (a). 


(d) The commissioner of revenue is authorized to promulgate rules and 
regulations to effectuate the purposes of this section. All rules and regulations 
shall be promulgated in accordance with the Uniform Administrative Proce- 
dures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1068, § 1; 2006, ch. 964, §§ 13, 
14; 2007, ch. 484, § 56; 2007, ch. 604, § 20; 
ZOTOW chet oh '§* Jie 2012 woh year Sound hay 
2018, ch. 484, § 27; 2014, ch. 941, § 18; 2015, 
ch. 24, § 7; 2017, ch. 384, §§ 45-50;. 2018, ch. 
1023,,$9' 39; 49° 2019) ch. 75; $15'2019) ehi'2b3, 
§§''10, 15325. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8S) 19: 19S; ch..56,. 8 1. 2:.1985. cho 95. 9 cL: 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, 8§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch..158, § 1; 1989, ch, 501, $ 1;:1.989, 
ch. 591y-§) 6; 1990, ch. 871, §) 4; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §$ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991; ch. 482,.§§ 1-12; 1992,,ch.,543,/§$ 1,)2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-38; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992,'ch: 1008, §§ I, 2; 1993, ch.'66,$° 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


128, ''$:'151993, chy’ 1455$, 15/1993), ch; 236, 
8§ 1-6; 1993. ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§$° 1-35" 1993, "ch" "529," $6; 1994," ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
8§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


1995; ‘eh'84;. $$ 1)" 2y 1995) eh E22) §S 11-3; 
1995, ch, 132, § :2 1995, chy 1.73, $851, 22-1995; 
ch. 495, $ 4; 1995, ch. 199, § 1;.1995, ch..o35, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 


8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914) 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
1151. 

Acts 2012, ch. 791, § 2 provided that it is the 
legislative intent that the redesign of license 
plates provided for in subdivisions (c)(9) and 
(10) shall only be effectuated upon the existing 
inventory of such plates being utilized by the 
department of revenue. 

Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 
Tennessee Code Commission is requested to 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 
ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- 
ever the language appears in reference to the 
name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 

Acts 2017, ch. 384, § 51 provided that the 
redesign of the Vietnam Veteran, Korean War 
Veteran, Operation Desert Storm, Operation 
lraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom, 
and Operation New Dawn license plates pro- 
vided for in §§ 45 through 50 of the act, which 
amended this section, shall only be effectuated 
upon the existing inventory of the plates being 
utilized by the department of revenue. 

Acts 2019, ch. 75, § 2 provided that the 
redesign of the Bosnia Veteran license plate 
provided for in section 1 of the act, which 
amended this section, shall only be effectuated 
upon the existing inventory of the plates being 
utilized by the department of revenue. 


Cross-References, 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-254. United States reserve forces. 


(a) Amember of the United States reserve forces shall be issued a registra- 
tion plate, upon request, for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c), upon 
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complying with the title and registration laws and paying the regular fee 
_ applicable to the vehicle and the additional fee prescribed by § 55-4-204. 
_ (b) The registration plates provided for in this section shall include an 
| identification legend distinctive to members of the United States reserve 
' forces. The legend shall read “US Reserve Forces.” The registration number of 
i the plates shall include the letters “US” and a unique identifying number. 

(c) Eligibility for United States reserve forces registration plates shall be 
' determined by the department in consultation with the appropriate informa- 
tion on current and valid DD Form 2A (Res), DD Form 2N (Res), DD Form 2MC 
(Res), DD Form 2AF (Res) or DD Form 2CG (Res) (Armed Forces of the United 
| States identification card), citing that the request is submitted by a member of 
'the United States reserve forces. 








‘History. 1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, ch. 105, $§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
§ 49: TC.A. § 55-4-242. 128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
| es §§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
_ Compiler's Notes. §§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning §§ 1-3: 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4: 1994, ch. 665 
| special plates, was repealed and reenacted by gg 1-3: 1994. ch. 879. §§ 1-19: 1994. ch. 930. 
_ Acts 1998, ch. 1068, § (ye effective July a 1998. §§ 1-3: 1994 ch. 959 § 1: 1994 rn 999. 
' The former provisions, excluding those previ- §§ 1-5: 1995 AX 56, § L 1995 ch. 89 ao 9. 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201  j095 ch 84 88 1. 2: 1995. ch. 122. §§ 1-3: 
Nee 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, $8 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95,8 1; ch 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
- 1985, ch. 402, 8§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, 8§ 1-5; §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615 
hi 1987, eh. 228; $§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; §§ 1-3: 1996 as 658. §§ 1-3: 1996. ch. 672. 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, cha 575, § 1; 1988, ch. §§ 1-5: 1996. ch. 673. §§ 1-3: 1996. ch. 759. 
618, §§ bis 2. 1988, ch. 687, $§ 1-4; 1988, ch. § 1: 1996 Sy 854 'g8 1-5: "1996 f ch. 914. 
| 781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, $§ 1-4; 1988, ch. §§ 1-5: 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4: 1996, ch. 965, 
, 864, 8§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, §§ 1- 4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ fe 4: 1996, ch. 994, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § bh: 1989, ch. 501, § he 1989, §§ ie 4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1- 4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1: 1990, ch. 897, §§ Ls 5: 1996, ch. 1047, §§ a in 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, $§ 1, 
' 2; 1991, ch. 244, 8§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; Cross-References. 
1 1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
1992, ch. 737, 8§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-255. National guard members. 


(a) Special purpose and distinctive license plates are authorized for active, 
retired and honorably discharged members of the Tennessee national guard in 
good standing. The plates are approved for display on motor vehicles autho- 
rized by § 55-4-210(c) that are owned and operated or leased by a member or 

/member’s spouse. A surviving spouse of a national guard member, upon 

complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 

‘ of motor vehicles and upon paying the regular fee applicable to the vehicle and 
a revenue-neutral fee equal to the cost of producing the special purpose plate, 
may apply for issuance of a national guard registration plate pursuant to this 
section, which shall be valid until the surviving spouse remarries. 

(b) The commissioner shall, with the advice of the adjutant general and the 

_department’s taxpayer and vehicle services division director, select an appro- 
priate format for the special purpose plates to include an identification legend 
which is distinctive to their use and which complies with general registration 
requirements for vehicles licensed in this state. Additionally, the commissioner 
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shall specify the date by which the adjutant general shall furnish the estimate | 
of the necessary number of plates to be manufactured for use in a given | 
registration year, and shall prescribe the time and manner in which the | 
adjutant general shall furnish lists of national guard members. The lists shall | 
be suitable to the needs of the department and county clerks and shall comply | 


with the requirements of the law for registering vehicles. 


(c) Chapters 1-6 of this title relating to titling and registering motor vehicles 


shall apply with respect to the issuance and use of these special purpose plates, 
except as otherwise provided in this section. 


(d)(1) The fees imposed for registrations using the special purpose plates | 


shall be as follows: 


(A) For enlisted national guard members there shall be no tax (fee) for © 


registering the first vehicle and the regular license fee shall be collected 
for any additional vehicles; 

(B) For national guard officers the tax (fee) shall be the regular license 
fee for each vehicle; 

(C) For national guard retirees, the initial issuance of a special purpose 
plate and renewals shall be made upon payment of the regular registra- 
tion fee applicable to the vehicle and a fee equal to the cost of producing 
the special purpose plate; provided, that the issuance of the plates shall be 
revenue neutral; and 

(D) For honorably discharged national guard members, the initial 
issuance of a special purpose plate and renewals shall be made upon 
payment of the regular registration fee applicable to the vehicle and a fee 
equal to the cost of producing the special purpose plate; provided, however, 
that the issuance of the plates shall be revenue neutral. 

(2) The county clerk in effecting registrations through the use of these 


special purpose plates shall collect other fees that have application for all | 
registrations, such as service charges provided in § 55-6-104 and reassign- | 


ment fees when applicable. 

(e) If a holder of a special purpose plate is discharged from the national 
guard prior to the expiration of the registration under which the plate was 
issued, the special purpose plate may remain valid for display on the vehicle 
until the expiration date of the registration, unless it was issued under the tax- 
exempt allowance. All plates that are issued under the tax-exempt allowance 
shall be surrendered to the national guard when the holders of the plates are 
discharged from service. 

(f) This authority for the use of special purpose license plates is not intended 


to allow the holders of the special purpose license plate to operate vehicles on | 
which they are displayed in violation of state or local laws or ordinances which 


govern and relate to the use of motor vehicles. 


(g) All applications from retired national guard members shall contain 





























information as the commissioner shall require to prove eligibility for issuance — 
of a license plate. Eligibility for a special purpose registration plate for national — 


guard retirees shall be determined by the department, in consultation with the 
appropriate information on an applicant’s current and valid armed forces of 
Tennessee identification card, citing that the request is submitted by a retired 
member of the Tennessee national guard. 
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(h) All applications from honorably discharged national guard members 
/shall contain such information as the commissioner shall require to prove 
eligibility for issuance of a license plate. Eligibility for a special purpose 
registration plate for honorably discharged national guard members shall be 
‘determined by the department, in consultation with the appropriate informa- 
tion on an applicant’s current and valid armed forces of Tennessee identifica- 
‘tion card, citing that the request is submitted by an honorably discharged 
_member of the Tennessee national guard. 

(i) An application by a surviving spouse for a national guard license plate 
/ shall be accompanied by such information as the commissioner shall require to 
prove the member’s eligibility for issuance of the license plate, to include a 
‘department of defense form 214 (DD 214) or an NGB form 22, showing 
| adequate proof of service, and a copy of the relevant marriage certificate and 
‘death certificate, as further evidence of a surviving spouse’s eligibility. 





\ History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2003, ch. 280, 
8§ 1-3; 2007, ch. 484, § 50; 2018, ch. 691, §§ 1, 
2; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-228. 


- Compiler’s Notes. 
- Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
| special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
| The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
» ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— §5-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
fsa) 2, 9; 1985, ch..56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
/ 1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
/1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch..575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
' 618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
| 864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 


TOOT) Chi4o2, 99 1-12, 1992, hi. D435, Ss, 1)'2: 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1998, ch. 
123, Svat toes, co. 145,94: 19958, ch. zoo, 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
8§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, 8§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 178, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, 8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 


8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch.501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
'§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 


'55-4-256. Disabled veterans. 


(a)(1) The department shall provide and issue, free of charge, to each 
disabled veteran in this state, registration and license plates for any motor 
vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c) that is registered in the name of or 
leased by a disabled veteran, or by the disabled veteran and the spouse of the 
disabled veteran, including, but not limited to, a motor home containing life 
support equipment; provided, that the authorized motor vehicle or motor 
home shall not be used for rehire or for any other commercial purpose. 

(2) One (1) disabled veteran memorial license plate may be issued free of 
charge to any qualified applicant pursuant to this section; provided, that one 
(1) additional plate may be obtained by any eligible person upon payment of 
the regular registration fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and 
payment of one-half (14) of the fee provided for in § 55-4-204(c)(1). Additional 
disabled veteran license plates may be obtained by any disabled veteran 
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upon payment of the regular license fee for plates, as prescribed under 
§ 55-4-111, plus the payment of a fee equal to the cost of actually producing 


the plate. 


(3) For the purposes of this section, “disabled veteran” means a veteran 
having served in the military, naval, marine or air services of the United 
States, who is a resident of Tennessee and who is entitled to compensation 
under the laws administered by the veterans’ administration for any of the 
following due to disability incurred in or aggravated by active military, 
naval, marine or air services of the United States: 

(A) Loss or permanent loss of use of one (1) or both feet; 

(B) Loss or permanent loss of use of one (1) or both hands; or 

(C) Permanent impairment of vision of both eyes of the following status: 
central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye, with corrective 
glasses, or central visual acuity of more than 20/200 if there is a field 
defect in which the peripheral field has contracted to such an extent that 
the widest diameter of visual field subtends an angular distance no 
ereater than twenty degrees (20°) in the better eye. 


(b) Any disabled veteran in this state who has any other service-connected 
disability that is determined by the veterans’ administration to constitute a 


one hundred percent (100%) permanent total disability shall be entitled, upon 


compliance with the registration laws and without being required to pay a fee, 
to the issuance of the registration plates provided for by this section. 

(c) Disabled veteran registration plates shall bear: 

(1) The words “Disabled Veteran”; 

(2) A registration number composed of the prefix “DV” and a unique 
identifying number; and : 

(3) A representation of the United States flag in the background. 

(d) A disabled veteran who is entitled under this section to be issued a 
memorial registration plate, free of charge, may elect in the alternative for the 
issuance of a registration plate for holders of the Purple Heart, free of charge, 
for one (1) motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c) or one (1) motor home, as 
defined in subdivision (a)(1), which is owned or leased by the disabled veteran; 
provided, that a disabled veteran shall meet the requirements of § 55-4-257(c) 
in order to be eligible for the issuance of a registration plate for a holder of the 





Purple Heart. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2001, ch. 30, § 1; 
2007, ch. 484, § 53; 2014, ch. 966, §§ 14, 15; 
2018, ch. 10238, §§ 40, 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-237. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

The division of motor vehicles was trans- 
ferred from the department of revenue to the 
department of safety by Executive Order No. 37 
(June 29, 1990). 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985; ch. 56, §§ 145) 23.1985, chi 95,§ 1; 


1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4;:1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1;.1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 2at@ 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 




















; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
Bm luge; ch! 959.19 451994) "ch! 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, $§ 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 


#2995, ch. 132, § 2;,1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 


Pen, 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 





+ §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 
 §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 
—§ 1; 1996, 


335, 
615, 
672, 
759, 
914, 
965, 
994, 


§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, 8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 


ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 


 §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 


§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1- 4). 
Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 30 provided that any 


memorial license plates issued free of charge 


prior to May 19, 2014, to an eligible person 
under the following sections as they existed 
prior to May 19, 2014, shall be free of charge 


_and shall not be subject to the regular registra- 


tion fee for such plates: Sections 55-4-235 for 


former prisoners of war, 55-4-233 or 55-4-236, 
as applicable, for recipients of the Congressio- 


nal Medal of Honor, 55-4-236 for recipients of 


REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF MOTOR VEHICLES 


55-4-257 


the Distinguished Service Cross, the Distin- 
guished Flying Cross, the Navy Cross, or the 
Air Force Cross, 55-4-237 for disabled veterans, 
including those disabled veterans who choose 
to receive the Purple Heart plate pursuant to 
Section 55-4-237(d), or 55-4-239 for holders of 
the Purple Heart plate or surviving spouses of 
deceased holders of the Purple Heart plate. 
Such persons shall be entitled to retain the 
plates for vehicular use upon compliance with 
all motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles. 

Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 41 provided that the 
redesign of the Disabled Veteran license plates 
provided for in this section shall only be effec- 
tuated upon the existing inventory of the plates 
being utilized by the department of revenue. 


Cross-References. 

Disabled veterans and physically disabled 
persons, identification and parking certificates, 
§ 55-21-106. 

Disabled veterans, 
plates, § 55-4-250. 

Issuance of special license plates, §§$ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


memorial registration 


| §5-4-257. Holders of the Purple Heart. 


(a) A holder of the Purple Heart shall be issued a special memorial 


\ registration plate upon request, upon complying with the title and registration 


law. 

(b) The special plates provided for in this section shall be issued in 
conformity with § 55-4-2038, shall include an identification legend distinctive 
to the holders of the Purple Heart, and be designed by the commissioner in 


‘consultation with the department’s taxpayer and vehicle services director. The 
legend shall read “Purple Heart Veteran, Combat Wounded.” The registration 


number of the special plate shall include the letters “PH” and a unique 
identifying number, whereby the total characters do not exceed the sum of 


seven (7). 


(c) Eligibility for the special memorial registration plate shall be deter- 


' mined by the department in consultation with the appropriate information on 
the DD214 form, or in a case of military service predating 1950, in consultation 
‘with appropriate information on the equivalent form or on other official 
' documentation, citing that the request is submitted by a holder of the Purple 
' Heart. 


(d) Persons eligible for such special memorial registration plates shall be 


eligible to apply for plates on a vehicle owned or leased by the person or owned 


or leased by a company and furnished to the person; provided, that all 
appropriate fees, including the supplemental twenty-five-dollar special fee, if 


‘still applicable to this category of plates, shall be paid. Special memorial 


registration plates for holders of the Purple Heart that are issued or renewed 


on or after July 1, 2007, shall not be subject to the twenty-five-dollar special 


fee, but shall be free of charge pursuant to § 55-4-204(b), except as provided in 


‘subdivision (e)(2). 


(e)(1) A disabled veteran who is entitled to be issued a special memorial 
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registration plate, free of charge, pursuant to § 55-4-256, may elect in the 
alternative for the issuance of one (1) special memorial registration plate for 
holders of the Purple Heart, free of charge, for one (1) motor vehicle or one 
(1) recreational vehicle owned or leased by that disabled veteran; provided, 
that a disabled veteran shall meet the requirements of subsection (c) in order 
to be eligible for the issuance of a special memorial registration plate for 
holders of the Purple Heart. 

(2) One (1) additional plate may be obtained by any eligible disabled 
veteran upon payment of the regular registration fee for plates, as pre- 
scribed under § 55-4-111, and payment of one-half (4) of the fee provided for 
in§ 55-4-204(c)(1). Additional plates may be obtained by any person entitled 
to receive the holders of the Purple Heart registration plate upon payment 
of the regular registration fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204(c)(1). 

(f)(1) Upon the death of the spouse who was entitled to receive a holder of 
the Purple Heart registration plate, the surviving spouse shall be entitled to 
receive a Purple Heart registration plate for any motor vehicle or recre- 
ational vehicle owned or leased by the surviving spouse. The application 
shall be accompanied by a copy of the death certificate. To be entitled to the 
plate, the surviving spouse shall pay the regular registration fee for plates, 
as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204(c)(1). 

(2) Plates issued to, or renewed by, surviving spouses under this section as 
it existed prior to May 19, 2014, shall not be subject to the regular 
registration fee or the cost of producing the plate, and shall be free of charge. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 54; 
2007, ch. 604, §§ 45, 46; 2008, ch. 1165, § 47; 
2010, ch. 1151, § 1; 2011, ch. 491, § 18; 2014, 
ch. 966, §§ 16, 17; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. 
§ 55-4-239. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1,°9; 1985, ch. 56, $$, 1, 2;-1985; ch! 95.) §, 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228,/S9 J-11: 1987) ¢h..336,.09 .1-3,.5! 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch: 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§).1;,1990, ch 925, §§) 1-4; 1991, ch; 209, §§. 1, 
2; 1991, ch, 244, $$) 1,2; 1991, ch. 450.'$§ 1-3; 
1991, ch: 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch: 543)°$§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, $1 1;)1993) ch: 4145) ‘§* 1341993). ch 286, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, «chiv814, § 4; °°1993,) ch. 1446; 


§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624; 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch., 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 9995 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, $$ Tp 
1995,’ ch. 84, §§ 1, 2;' 1995, ch: 122,°§§ Tea 
1995, ch. 132, §)2;,1995, ch. 173, $§ 1;:2; 199m 
ch. 195, § 1;.1995; ch. 199, § 1; 1995,'ch: 33mm 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-38; 1996, ch. 61a 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-8; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
1151: 

Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 30 provided that any 
memorial license plates issued free of charge 
prior to May 19, 2014, to an eligible person 
under the following sections as they existed 
prior to May 19, 2014, shall be free of charge 
and shall not be subject to the regular registra- 
tion fee for such plates: Sections 55-4-235 for 
former prisoners of war, 55-4-233 or 55-4-236, 
as applicable, for recipients of the Congressio- 
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_ nal Medal of Honor, 55-4-236 for recipients of 
the Distinguished Service Cross, the Distin- 
- guished Flying Cross, the Navy Cross, or the 
. Air Force Cross, 55-4-237 for disabled veterans, 
_ including those disabled veterans who choose 
to receive the Purple Heart plate pursuant to 
Section 55-4-237(d), or 55-4-239 for holders of 
- the Purple Heart plate or surviving spouses of 
deceased holders of the Purple Heart plate. 
- Such persons shall be entitled to retain the 
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plates for vehicular use upon compliance with 
all motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles. 

Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 57. July 1, 2018. 


Cross-References. 

Holders of the Purple Heart, memorial regis- 
tration plates, § 55-4-256. 

Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


| 55-4-258. Congressional Medal of Honor recipients. 


(a) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the department shall 
provide and issue, free of charge, to each resident of this state who is a 
recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor, upon presentation of proper 
_ application, Medal of Honor memorial registration plates for one (1) motor 
vehicle or motor home which is registered or leased for private use in the name 
_ of any one (1) recipient. For the purposes of this section, “private use” vehicle 
/ means any motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c) or motor home that is not 

used for rehire or for any other commercial purpose. One (1) additional plate 
may be obtained by any eligible recipient upon payment of the regular 
registration fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and payment of 
one-half (12) of the fee provided for in § 55-4-204(c)(1). Additional plates may 
\ be obtained by any eligible recipient upon payment of the regular registration 
\ fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and the fee provided for in 
§ 55-4-204(c)(1). 

(b) The Medal of Honor memorial plates provided for in this section shall be 
the same as regular registration plates, but shall be of a distinctive design 
-which denotes the importance of these distinguished veterans and the high 
-regard in which this state holds the heroic recipients of the highest military 
decoration. The legend shall read “Medal of Honor.” The registration number 

of the plate shall include the letters “CM” and a unique identifying number. 

(c)(1) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, eligibility for the 

Medal of Honor memorial plate shall be determined by the department by 

consulting the appropriate information on the: 

(A) DD214 form and a copy of the orders that awarded the medal or 
copy of the certificate or citation granting the medal, in the case of an 
applicant who has been discharged from the armed forces; 

(B) Copy of the orders that awarded the medal or copy of the certificate 
or citation granting the medal, in the case of an applicant who has not 
been discharged from the armed forces; or 

(C) Awritten communication from the department of veterans services, 
in the case of an applicant who does not possess the documentation 
required by subdivision (c)(1)(A) or (c)(1)(B). 

(2) The form, documentation or communication required by subdivision 
(c)(1) shall certify that the application for the plate is submitted by a 
recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

(3) Any person issued a Medal of Honor plate under this chapter prior to 
June 21, 2013, shall submit to the department of revenue the appropriate 
information required by this subsection (c) within thirty (30) days after June 
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21, 2013. If any such person to whom a Medal of Honor plate has been issued 
does not comply with this subdivision (c)(3) or the department of revenue 
determines that the person is not eligible for the plate, the person shall 
surrender the plate to the county clerk of the county of the person’s residence 


within thirty (30) days of noncompliance or determination of ineligibility, 


whichever is sooner. 


History. 

Acts 2018, ch. 318, § 2; 2014, ch. 966, §§ 10, 
11; 2015; eh.w243$ ae BOM eh. L023) .S (AG: 
T.C.A. § 55-4-233. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 30 provided that any 
memorial license plates issued free of charge 
prior to May 19, 2014, to an eligible person 
under the following sections as they existed 
prior to such date, shall be free of charge and 
shall not be subject to the regular registration 
fee for such plates: Sections 55-4-235 for former 
prisoners of war, 55-4-233 or 55-4-236, as ap- 
plicable, for recipients of the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, 55-4-236 for recipients of the 
Distinguished Service Cross, the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, the Navy Cross, or the Air Force 
Cross, 55-4-237 for disabled veterans, including 


those disabled veterans who choose to receive 
the Purple Heart plate pursuant to Section 
55-4-237(d), or 55-4-239 for holders of the 
Purple Heart plate or surviving spouses of 
deceased holders of the Purple Heart plate. 
Such persons shall be entitled to retain the 
plates for vehicular use upon compliance with 
all motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles. 

Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 
Tennessee Code Commission is requested to 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 
ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- 
ever the language appears in reference to the 
name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 


55-4-259. Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, Air Force Cross, 
Silver Star, Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star 
(Valor), and Air Medal (Valor) recipients. 


(a) The department shall provide and issue, free of charge, to each resident 
of this state who is a recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross, the Navy 
Cross, the Air Force Cross, the Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the 
Bronze Star (Valor), or the Air Medal (Valor), upon presentation of proper 
application, a memorial registration plate for one (1) motor vehicle or motor 
home which is registered or leased for private use in the name of any one (1) 
recipient. One (1) additional plate may be obtained by any eligible recipient 
upon payment of the regular registration fee for plates, as prescribed under 
§ 55-4-111, and payment of one-half (12) of the fee provided for in § 55-4- 
204(c)(1). Additional plates may be obtained by any eligible recipient upon 
payment of the regular registration fee applicable for plates, as prescribed 
under § 55-4-111, and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204(c)(1). For the 
purposes of this section, “private use” vehicle means any motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c) or motor home that is not used for rehire or for any 
other commercial purpose. 

(b)(1) The memorial plates provided for in this section shall be the same as 

regular registration plates, but shall be of a distinctive design which denotes 

the importance of these distinguished veterans and the high regard in which 

this state holds the courageous recipients of these military decorations. 
(2)(A) On and after May 19, 2014, no plate on which the legend reads 
“Legion of Valor” shall be issued to any person entitled to a memorial or 
military cultural registration plate under this chapter, including any 
recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross or Air Force 
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Cross. A recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross or Air 
Force Cross shall be issued a distinctive Distinguished Service Cross, 
Navy Cross or Air Force Cross memorial registration plate, as appropriate. 

(B) The Distinguished Service Cross plates provided for in this section 
shall include an identification legend distinctive to recipients of the 
Distinguished Service Cross. The legend shall read “Distinguished Service 
Cross.” The registration number of the plate shall include the letters “SC” 
and a unique identifying number. 

(C) The Navy Cross plates provided for in this section shall include an 
identification legend distinctive to recipients of the Navy Cross. The 
legend shall read “Navy Cross.” The registration number of the plate shall 
include the letters “NC” and a unique identifying number. 

(D) The Air Force Cross plates provided for in this section shall include 
an identification legend distinctive to recipients of the Air Force Cross. 
The legend shall read “Air Force Cross.” The registration number of the 
plate shall include the letters “AC” and a unique identifying number. 
(3)(A) A recipient of the Silver Star, the Bronze Star (Valor), Air Medal 
(Valor), or the Distinguished Flying Cross shall be issued a distinctive 
Silver Star, Bronze Star (Valor), Air Medal (Valor), or Distinguished Flying 
Cross memorial plate, as appropriate. 

(B) The Silver Star plates provided for in this section shall include an 
identification legend distinctive to recipients of the Silver Star. The legend 
shall read “Silver Star — Valor.” The registration number of the plate shall 
include the letters “SS” and a unique identifying number. 

(C) The Bronze Star (Valor) plates provided for in this section shall 
include an identification legend distinctive to recipients of the Bronze Star 
(Valor). The legend shall read “Bronze Star — Valor.” The registration 
number of the plate shall include the letters “BSV” and a unique 
identifying number. 

(D) The Air Medal (Valor) plates provided for in this section shall 
include an identification legend distinctive to recipients of the Air Medal 
(Valor). The legend shall read “Air Medal — Valor.” The registration 
number of the plate shall include the letters “REV” and a unique 
identifying number. 

(KE) The Distinguished Flying Cross plates provided for in this section 
shall include an identification legend distinctive to recipients of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. The legend shall read “Distinguished Flying 
Cross.” The registration number of the plate shall include the letters “FC” 
and a unique identifying number. 


(c)(1) Notwithstanding any provision of this section or any other law to the 
contrary, eligibility for the memorial plates provided for in this section shall 
be determined by the department by consulting the appropriate information 
on the: 


(A) DD214 form and a copy of the orders that awarded the medal or 
copy of the certificate or citation granting the medal, in the case of an 
applicant who has been discharged from the armed forces; 

(B) Copy of the orders that awarded the medal or copy of the certificate 
or citation granting the medal, in the case of an applicant who has not 
been discharged from the armed forces; or 
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(C) Awritten communication from the department of veterans services, 
in the case of an applicant who does not possess the documentation 
required by subdivision (c)(1)(A) or (c)(1)(B). 

(2) The form, documentation, or communication required by subdivision 
(c)(1) shall certify that the application for the plate is submitted by a 
recipient of the military decorations described in this section, as appropriate. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 52; 
2011, ch. 491, § 24; 2018, ch. 318, §§ 1, 3; 2014, 
ch. 966, 8§ 6, 7; 2015, ch. 24, § 7; 2018, ch. 
1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-236; Acts 2019, ch. 
VALS tks 


Compiler’s Notes. 

The division of motor vehicles was trans- 
ferred from the department of revenue to the 
department of safety by Executive Order No. 37 
(June 29, 1990). 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1,9; 1985; ch. 56, 88. 1; 2;,1985, ch. 95,'§ 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 186, 
§''1;'T989; ‘ch: 158; §* 1; 1989; ch. 501,'$"'1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch.*543) $$ "1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737; §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1998, 
ch...105,. §§ 1.4; 1993,..ch. 106, §,1; 1993, ch. 


128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3: 1994, ch. 879, 8§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84; §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, $$° 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ I, 2; 1995, 
eh. 195, $1; 1995): chi/199;'$ 'p.1995, eh.'335; 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3;,1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 968, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Acts 2013, ch. 318, nm 13, as amended by Acts 
2014, ch. 966, § 28, provided that, notwith- 
standing any law to the contrary, any person 
issued an Air Medal memorial license plate 


prior to June 21, 2013, shall be entitled to 
retain the plate for vehicular use upon compli- 
ance with all motor vehicle laws relating to 
registration and licensing of motor vehicles. 
Any Air Medal military cultural plates initially 
issued to any recipient of the Air Medal (Meri- 
torious) on or after May 13, 2013, shall be 
subject to the regular registration fee for plates, 
as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and the fee 
provided for in § 55-4-203(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
204(c)(1)]. Any Air Medal military cultural 
plates initially issued to any recipient of the Air 
Medal (Valor) on or after May 13, 2013, and 
prior to May 19, 2014, shall be memorial plates 
upon their first’ renewal on or after May 13, 
2013; provided, that the plates shall not be 
subject to the regular registration fee and shall 
be free of charge pursuant to § 55-4-203(b) 
Inow § 55-4-204(b)]. 

Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 29 provided that not- 
withstanding title 55, chapter 4, any person 
issued a Handicapped Veteran, Legion of Valor, 
Silver Star, Bronze Star, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, or Air Medal license plate prior to May 
19, 2014, shall be entitled to retain the license 
plate for vehicular use upon compliance with 
all motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles. 


Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 30 provided that any | 


memorial license plates issued free of charge 
prior to May 19, 2014, to an eligible person 
under the following sections as they existed 


prior to May 19, 2014, shall be free of charge | 


and shall not be subject to the regular registra- 


tion fee for such plates: Sections 55-4-235 for . 
former prisoners of war, 55-4-233 or 55-4-236, | 


as applicable, for recipients of the Congressio- 


nal Medal of Honor, 55-4-236 for recipients of | 


the Distinguished Service Cross, the Distin- 
guished Flying Cross, the Navy Cross, or the 


Air Force Cross, 55-4-237 for disabled veterans, | 
including those disabled veterans who choose i 
to receive the Purple Heart plate pursuant to | 


Section 55-4-237(d), or 55-4-239 for holders of 


the Purple Heart plate or surviving spouses of © 


deceased holders of the Purple Heart plate. 


Such persons shall be entitled to retain the | 
plates for vehicular use upon compliance with © 


| 


Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the | 


all motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles. 


Tennessee Code Commission is requested to) 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 











———— ee 

















tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- | 





ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and |_ 


| 




















: 


/209 REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF MOTOR VEHICLES 59-4-260 


' “veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- __(b)(3)(B)), to the Silver Star license plates upon 
ever the language appears in reference to the the exhaustion of the current inventory of the 
/ name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- _ plates. 
ment of veterans services. 
__ Acts 2019, ch. 171, § 2 provided that the Cross-References. 

_ department shall make the change required by Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 


“act section 1 (which amended subdivision 202, 55-4-203. 





(56: 4-260. Bronze Star (Meritorious) and Air Medal (Meritorious) re- 


_ous) who is a resident of this state and who is an owner or lessee of a motor 


cipients. 


(a) Arecipient of the Bronze Star (Meritorious) or the Air Medal (Meritori- 


»vehicle, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles and upon paying the regular registration fee for 

















_plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and the fee provided for in § 55-4- 


| 204(c)(1), shall be issued a distinctive Air Medal (Meritorious) or Bronze Star 


‘(Meritorious) motor vehicle registration plate, as appropriate, for a motor 
fe nicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b)(1) The Bronze Star (Meritorious) plates provided for in this section shall 

include an identification legend distinctive to recipients of the Bronze Star 

(Meritorious). The legend shall read “Bronze Star — Meritorious.” The 

registration number of the plate shall include the letters “BSM” and a 

unique identifying number. 

(2) The Air Medal (Meritorious) plates provided for in this section shall 
include an identification legend distinctive to recipients of the Air Medal 
(Meritorious). The legend shall read “Air Medal — Meritorious.” The 
registration number of the plate shall include the letters “REM” and a 
unique identifying number. 

(c) Eligibility for Air Medal (Meritorious) plates and Bronze Star (Meritori- 
ous) plates shall be determined by the department by consulting the appro- 
/priate information on the DD214 form, or in a case of military service 
) predating 1950, in consultation with appropriate information on the equiva- 
- lent form or on other official documentation, or a written communication from 
the department of veterans services, the form, documentation or communica- 
tion certifying that the application for the plate is submitted by a recipient of 

the Bronze Star (Meritorious) or the Air Medal (Meritorious), as appropriate. 

(d)(1) Any Air Medal (Meritorious or Valor) license plate issued to any 

recipient of the Air Medal prior to May 13, 2018, shall not be subject to the 

regular registration fee and shall be free of charge pursuant to 

§ 55-4-204(b). 

(2) Any Air Medal license plate initially issued to any recipient of the Air 
Medal (Meritorious) on or after May 13, 2013, shall be military cultural 
plates on and after such date; provided, that the plate shall be subject to the 
regular registration fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and the 
fee provided for in § 55-4-204(c)(1). 

(3)(A) Any Air Medal license plates initially issued to any recipient of the 

Air Medal (Valor) on or after May 13, 2013, and prior to May 19, 2014, 

shall be memorial plates upon their first renewal on or after May 13, 2013; 

provided, that the plates shall not be subject to the regular registration fee 

and shall be free of charge pursuant to § 55-4-204(b). 
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(B) Any Air Medal license plates initially issued to any recipient of the 
Air Medal (Valor) on or after May 19, 2014, shall be memorial plates on) } 
and after May 19, 2014; provided, that the plates shall not be subject to the: | 
regular registration fee and shall be free of charge pursuant to’ | 


| 


§ 55-4-204(b). 


(4) Any Silver Star or Bronze Star (Valor) plates issued prior to May 19), 
2014, shall be considered memorial plates upon their first renewal on or) 
after May 19, 2014; provided, that such plates shall not be subject to the 
regular registration fee and shall be free of charge pursuant to § 55-4- 


204(b). 


History. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 6; 2007, ch. 484, § 51; 
2018, ch. 318, §§ 10-12; 2014, ch. 966, §§ 1, 8, 
9; 2015, ch. 24, § 7; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. 
§ 55-4-231. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
88.1 9 1985. ch.o6, Soi a: Loo, Ch. Gonsy 1h: 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, 8§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, 8§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1998, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128)" $7 P1993, "che ao, Sve togo. erm ao. 
§§ 1-6; 19938, ch. 314, § 1; (1998, ch. 446, 
$$) 1°3;. 1993... ch.’ 529, .§. 63-1994: chi.,624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch, "84)" $9) "hy "Bd 995 ! ch? 122.7 $$" 1-3: 
1995, ch. 132, §) 2;:1995, ch. 173, $81; 2: 1995. 
ch. 195, § ‘1; 1995, ch. .199,'§ 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 6738, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 10380, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

In view of § 55-4-201(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(c)(1)], former § 55-4-231 (Acts 1998, ch. 
1063, § 1) was deleted as obsolete and invalid 
by the Code Commission in 2000, as the Shri- 
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| 


fail to meet the minimum requirements for 
existence. 


ners plates named in this section continued 2 


Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 64 provided that a 


provisions of § 55-4-201(f) [now § 55-4-202(f)],) 
shall not apply to that act. 


Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 65 provided that the! 
commissioner of safety is authorized to promul-| P 


gate rules and regulations to effectuate the 


provisions of that act. All such rules and regan 8 
lations shall be promulgated in acoordnal ‘ 


with the provisions of the Uniform Administra- 


tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter ly 


5. 


Acts 2013, ch. 318, § 13, as amended by Acts) i 
2014, ch. 966, § 28, provided that notwith- lh 
standing any law to the contrary, any person) 
issued an Air Medal memorial license plate! 
prior to June 21, 2013, shall be entitled to” 
retain the plate for mehicular use upon compiia 
ance with all motor vehicle laws relating toll 


registration and licensing of motor vehicles.) 


Any Air Medal military cultural plates initially 
issued to any recipient of the Air Medal (Meri- — 


torious) on or after May 13, 2013, shall be 
subject to the regular registration fee for plates, 
as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and the fee 
provided for in § 55-4-203(c)(1) [now [now 





Ra to the regular registration fee and shall a | 
be free of charge pursuant to § 55-4-203(b) 


Inow § 55-4-204(b)]. 


Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 29 bye that not- | 


Cross, or Air Medal license plate prior to May 
19, 2014, shall be entitled to retain the license, — 
plate for vehicular use upon compliance with. 
all motor vehicle laws relating to registration) 
and licensing of motor vehicles. | 

Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 


210) | 












: | 


Tennessee Code Commission is requested tc) 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno: — 





\ 
I 
| 
I 
' 
i 
nt 
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tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 
‘ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- 


ever the language appears in reference to the 
name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 


| 
55-4-261. Former prisoners of war. 








(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
/who is a former prisoner of World War I, World War II, the Korean War, or the 
/Vietnam War, or the surviving spouse of the former prisoner of war, upon 
‘complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
‘of motor vehicles and upon application, shall be issued one (1) license plate for 
any one (1) motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c), by the department, free 
jof charge for life or, in the case of a surviving spouse, until that surviving 
‘spouse remarries. The application shall be accompanied by a certificate from 
\the United States defense department stating the period of time that the 
‘applicant was a prisoner of war or, in the case of an application by a surviving 
‘spouse for continuation of a license plate or plates formerly held by a deceased 
‘spouse prisoner-of-war, a copy of the death certificate. 

_ (b) The design of these memorial license plates as are issued shall be colored 
‘red, white, and blue so as to be similar in hue and intensity to the coloration 
‘of the United States Flag and shall carry the legend, “Former POW” 

| (c) One (1) additional plate may be obtained by any eligible person upon 
payment of the regular registration fee for plates, as prescribed under 
'§ 55-4-111, and payment of one-half (%) of the fee provided for in § 55-4- 
| 204(c)(1). Additional license plates may be obtained by any former prisoner of 
| war or eligible surviving spouse upon payment of the regular license fee for 
plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, plus the payment of a fee equal to the 
cost of actually producing the plate. 









———— 


| Acts 1998, ch. 1063,§ 1; 2014, ch. 966, §§ 12, 
| 13; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-235. 


| Compiler’s Notes. 
| The division of motor vehicles was trans- 
\\ferred from the department of revenue to the 
\\department of safety by Executive Order No. 37 
(June 29, 1990). 
| Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
\|special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
“Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
||\The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
‘ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
| — 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, 8§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, 8§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
'$ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch.501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
3 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
'/25 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
‘$1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 548, §§ 1, 2; 
‘1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
| 


| 





1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 19938, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128811990, ch, 145, "6\"15 “1993. che. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
8§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ‘chi7624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch’ 959, -§ 1: , 1994.” ch..,999, 
§§, 1-5;.1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch, 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995,,, ch... 84,88. 1,2 1995, ch. 122,.$8 .1-3; 
1995 uch. 1324.92; 1995, ch..173,09S) 15251995, 
ch,,195,,§ 1; 1995, ch. .199,.§ 1».1995,\ch, 336, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 30 provided that any 
memorial license plates issued free of charge 
prior to May 19, 2014, to an eligible person 
under the following sections as they existed 
prior to such date, shall be free of charge and 
shall not be subject to the regular registration 
fee for such plates: Sections 55-4-235 for former 


55-4-262 


prisoners of war, 55-4-233 or 55-4-236, as ap- 
plicable, for recipients of the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, 55-4-236 for recipients of the 
Distinguished Service Cross, the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, the Navy Cross, or the Air Force 
Cross, 55-4-237 for disabled veterans, including 
those disabled veterans who choose to receive 
the Purple Heart plate pursuant to Section 
55-4-237(d), or 55-4-239 for holders of the 
Purple Heart plate or surviving spouses of 
deceased holders of the Purple Heart plate. 


55-4-262. Pearl Harbor survivors. 


(a) A distinctive license plate is authorized for any person who was a) 
member of the Armed Forces of the United States and who was present at 
Pearl] Harbor, Hawaii on December 7, 1941, if the person is currently a resident 
of Tennessee, is the owner of a motor vehicle or motor home that is registered | 
for private use, and is otherwise qualified to register and license a motor) 
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Such persons shall be entitled to retain the | 


plates for vehicular use upon compliance with | 


all motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles. 


Cross-References. 

Former prisoners of war, memorial registra- 
tion plates, § 55-4-250. 

Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


} 
| 








vehicle pursuant to this title. For the purposes of this section, “private use” : 
vehicle means any motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c) or motor home) 
that is not used for rehire or for any other commercial purpose. | 

(b) The registration plates provided for in this section shall be the same as | 
regular registration plates but shall also bear the legend “PEARL ere 


SURVIVOR.” 


j 


(c) The registration plate authorized pursuant to this section shall be issue 
upon payment of the regular registration fee pursuant to this chapter and the | ( 


additional fee prescribed by § 55-4-204 and submission of information in) 


accordance with subsection (d). 


(d) All applications pursuant to this section shall contain such information | 
as the commissioner shall require to prove eligibility for issuance of a license’ 


plate pursuant to this section. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2002, ch. 866, § 2; 
2018, ch. 1028, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-238. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

The division of motor vehicles was trans- 
ferred from the department of revenue to the 
department of safety by Executive Order No. 37 
(June 29, 1990). 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 


| 














§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; ° 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 548, §§ 1, 23) 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-8; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1998, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 











——— 





128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3: 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665,’ 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930,! 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 4 
8§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1,2; 


1995, ch. 84, 8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, $8 1, 2; 1995,) 

ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 336, | 
§§ 1, 2: 1995, ch. 399, 8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
8§ 1-3: 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672,! 
8§ 1-5: 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759,! 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914,) 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
S§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 
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‘Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
)202, 55-4-203. 





'55-4-263. Enemy evadees. 
(a)(1) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state 


and who is an “enemy evadee” certified as such by the department of 
veterans services, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to 
registration and licensing of motor vehicles and upon paying the regular fee 
applicable to the vehicle and the fee prescribed by § 55-4-204, shall be 
issued a registration plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(2) A surviving spouse of a deceased enemy evadee, upon complying with 
state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor 
vehicles and upon paying the regular fee applicable to the vehicle and the fee 
prescribed by § 55-4-204, shall be issued a registration plate pursuant to 
this section, until the surviving spouse remarries. 

(3) The application shall be accompanied by orders or a statement of 
discharge from the appropriate branch of the United States armed forces, 
certified by the department of veterans services, classifying the applicant as 
an “enemy evadee,” or in the case of an application by a surviving spouse for 
continuation of a license plate or plates formerly held by a deceased spouse 
enemy evadee, a copy of the death certificate. 

(b)(1) The design of such license plates that are issued pursuant to this 

section shall be colored red, white and blue so as to be similar in hue and 

intensity to the coloration of the United States flag and shall bear the legend, 

“ENEMY EVADEE.” 

(2) The registration plates provided for in this section shall be designed in 
consultation with the commissioner of veterans services. 

(c) For the purposes of this part, “enemy evadees” means veterans of the 
United States armed forces who, in time of war, successfully evaded capture 
‘behind enemy lines, and many of whom joined local indigenous personnel in 
‘resisting enemy forces. 


‘History. 864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2015, ch. 24, § 7; § 1;1989, ch. 158,§ 1;1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
/2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-243. ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
, § 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
Compiler’s Notes. 2: 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3: 


The division of motor vehicles was trans- 1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
ferred from the department of revenue to the 1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
‘department of safety by Executive Order No. 37 1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66,8 72; 1993, 
(June 29, 1990). ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
‘special plates, was repealed and reenacted by §§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1,1998. §§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
‘The former provisions, excluding those previ- §§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 §§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch.95,§ 1; §§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
imeo,ich. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§' 1-5; 1995, ch. 84; §§.1, 2; 11995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
11987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3,5; 1995, ch. 1382, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
°781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 





55-4-264 


§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 
Tennessee Code Commission is requested to 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 


55-4-264. Gold star family. 
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ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- 
ever the language appears in reference to the 
name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) The department, or any other department or agency of the state having 


jurisdiction, shall provide and issue, free of charge, to each eligible person in 
the state whose spouse, parent, sibling, or child served and died in the line of 
duty in the armed forces of the United States or its allies, or died as a result 
of injuries sustained in such service, upon presentation of proper application, 
a gold star family memorial registration plate for no more than one (1) motor 
vehicle or motor home; provided, that the vehicle or motor home is registered 
or leased for private use in the name of any one (1) recipient. For purposes of 
this section, “private use” vehicle means any motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c), or motor home that is not used for rehire or for any other 
commercial purpose. 

(b) The gold star family plate shall include an identification legend distinc- 
tive to gold star families. The legend shall read “Gold Star Family.” The 
registration number of the plate shall include the letters “GS” and a unique 
identifying number. The plates shall be designed in consultation with the 
department of veterans services. 

(c) Eligibility for gold star family plates shall be determined by the depart- 
ment by consulting appropriate documentation from the department of veter- 
ans services. 7 

(d) Additional license plates may be obtained by any eligible person upon 
payment of the regular license fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, 
plus the payment of a fee equal to the cost of actually producing the plate. 

(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting the legal display 
of a gold star mothers memorial license plate issued or renewed prior to July 
1, 2008, as evidence of registration, or the renewal of any such plate for such 
purpose. 


History. 

Acts 2006, ch. 964, § 28; 2007, ch. 484, § 63; 
2008, ch. 1165, § 24; 2015, ch. 24, § 7; 2018, ch. 
1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-288. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 


618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992,.ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, 8§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236) 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 


§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624) 


§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
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§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-8; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
gh. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § “1; 1995) ch. 335, 
65 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, $§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, 8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1- 4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

In view of § 55-4-201(d) [now § 55-4-202(d)], 
former § 55-4-288 (Acts 1998, ch. 1133, § 3; 
impl. am. Acts 1998, ch. 1063, §§ 1-3) was 
deleted as obsolete and invalid by the Code 
Commission in 2000, as the United Daughters 


55-4-265. Blue Star family. 
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of the Confederacy plates named in this section 
did not qualify for initial issuance. 

In view of § 55-4-201(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(c)(1)], former § 55-4-288 (Acts 2002, ch. 
876, § 54) was deleted as obsolete and invalid 
by the Department of Safety in 2004, as the 
Nashville Zoo at Grassmere plates named in 
this section continued to fail to meet the mini- 
mum requirements for existence. 

Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 
Tennessee Code Commission is requested to 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 
ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- 
ever the language appears in reference to the 
name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) The department shall issue to each eligible person in the state whose 
spouse, parent, sibling or child is serving in the armed forces of the United 
States at the time of application, a blue star family military license plate for a 
motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c), upon the applicant complying with 
state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles 
and upon paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and the fee 
provided in § 55-4-204. 

(b) The Blue Star family plate shall include an identification legend distinc- 
tive to Blue Star families. The legend shall read “Blue Star Family.” The 
registration number of the plate shall include the letters “BS” and a unique 
identifying number. The plates shall be designed in consultation with the 
department of veterans services. 

(c) Eligibility for Blue Star family plates shall be determined by the 
department by consulting appropriate documentation from the department of 
veterans services. 

(d) Additional license plates may be obtained by any eligible person upon 
_ payment of the regular license fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, 
plus the payment of a fee equal to the cost of actually producing the plate 
pursuant to § 55-4-204(c). 


History. 1987, ch. 205, § 1; 1987, ch. 228, §§ 138-18; 





Acts 2010, ch. 1151, § 11; 2015, ch. 24, § 7; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-330. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 3 of this chapter, concerning 
cultural plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-301 
— 55-4-316 (Acts 1973, ch. 11, 8§ 1-7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-466 — 59-471; Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 3-7; 


1987, ch. 434, §§ 3-9; 1991, ch. 507, § 3; 1992, 
CN a6. 8y de Loe CD49 203Gb) A9do, Choe Ls 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 578, § 1; 1994, ch. 652,§ 1; 1994, 
ch. 792, § 1; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 15-19; 1994, ch. 
930, § 4; 1995, ch. 159, §§ 1-6; 1995, ch. 335, 
§. 3; 1996, ch. 983, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 750, § 1; 
1998, ch. 1120, § 4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
1151. 

Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 


55-4-266 


Tennessee Code Commission is requested to 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 
ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- 
ever the language appears in reference to the 
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name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-266. Surviving spouse decal — Fees. 


(a) On and after May 19, 2014, any registration plate that is retained or 
renewed by, or initially issued to, a surviving spouse pursuant to § 55-4-252, 
§ 55-4-253, § 55-4-255, § 55-4-257, § 55-4-261, § 55-4-263 or § 55-4-273, or 
§ 55-4-274, as applicable, shall be distinguished by a surviving spouse decal. 
The design of the decal shall be subject to the approval of the commissioner of 
veterans services. The placement of the decal on the plate shall be subject to 
the approval of the commissioner of revenue; provided, that the decal shall be 
placed in a conspicuous manner. 

(b) The department of revenue shall charge a one-time fee for issuance of the 
decal in an amount sufficient to defray the administrative costs of implement- 
ing this section. The one-time fee for a decal is in addition to any other 
applicable fees required for issuance of the plate to the surviving spouse 
pursuant to § 55-4-252, § 55-4-258, § 55-4-255, § 55-4-257, § 55-4-261, or 
§ 55-4-2638, § 55-4-273 or § 55-4-274; except, that a decal shall be issued free 
of charge to a surviving spouse who is issued a former prisoner of war 
registration plate free of charge under § 55-4-261 or a surviving spouse who, 
prior to May 19, 2014, was issued a Purple Heart registration plate free of 
charge under § 55-4-257. Upon application for a decal and payment of the 
one-time fee, the surviving spouse shall be entitled to issuance of the decal. 


History. 

Acts 2014, ch. 966, § 27; 2015, ch. 24, § 7; 
2018, ch. 691, § 3; 2018, ch. 926, § 4; 2018, ch. 
10238, §§ 6, 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-320. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 
Tennessee Code Commission is requested to 


change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 
ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- 
ever the language appears in reference to the 
name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 


55-4-267. Tennessee woman veteran. 


(a) Adistinctive license plate is authorized for any woman who is a veteran, 
if the woman is currently a resident of this state and is otherwise qualified to 
register and license a motor vehicle pursuant to this title. 

(b) The registration plates shall bear the legend “Tennessee Woman Vet- 


eran.” 


(c) The registration plate shall be issued upon payment of the regular 
registration fee pursuant to this chapter and the additional fee prescribed by 
§ 55-4-204(c)(1), and submission of information in accordance with subsection 


(d). 


(d) For issuance of a license plate pursuant to this section, all applications 
shall contain information that the commissioner requires proving the eligibil- 
ity of the applicant as a woman who received an honorable discharge as a 
member of the armed services, as defined in § 49-4-928. 
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History. 
Acts 2007, ch. 604, § 21; 2008, ch. 1165, § 29; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-292. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
ee 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2;'1985, ch.'95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-8; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 5438, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1998, ch. 
fees 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
Seep: 61993, ch...314;.§ .1;.. 1993, ..ch...446, 
Byot-o, 1993, ch.’ 529,*$.'6; 1994,” ch. 624, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
eeni-3,.,1994, ch. ..959,°.§.1; ,1994,. ch. 999, 


55-4-268. Submarine veteran. 
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§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84; §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch, 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1;:1995; ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

In view of § 55-4-201(d) [now § 55-4-202(d)], 
former § 55-4-292 (Acts 1999, ch. 71, § 2) was 
deleted as obsolete and invalid by the Code 
Commission in 2000, as the City of Oak Ridge 
plates named in this section did not qualify for 
initial issuance. 

In view of § 55-4-201(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(d)], former § 55-4-254 (Acts 2002, ch. 876, 
§ 60) was deleted as obsolete and invalid by the 
Department of Safety in 2004, as the retired 
fire fighters plates named in this section con- 
tinued to fail to meet the minimum require- 
ments for existence. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
201, 55-4-202. 








(a)(1) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, 
who is an honorably discharged veteran of the United States armed forces 
having served on a submarine in the line of military duty, and whose 
submarine service has been certified by the department of veterans services, 
upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles and upon paying the regular fee applicable to the 
vehicle and the fee prescribed by § 55-4-204, shall be issued a submarine 
veteran license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(2) The application for such plate shall be accompanied by documentation 

from the appropriate branch of the United States armed forces, certified by 
the department of veterans services, verifying that the applicant served on 
a submarine in the line of military duty as a member of the United States 
armed forces. 
(b)(1) The design of such license plates that are issued pursuant to this 
section shall be colored red, white and blue so as to be similar in hue and 
intensity to the coloration of the United States flag and shall bear the legend, 
“SUBMARINE VETERAN.” 

(2) The license plates provided for in this section shall be designed in 
consultation with the commissioner of veterans services. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former part 3 of this chapter, concerning 
cultural plates, was repealed and reenacted by 


History. 
Acts 2010, ch. 1151, § 8; 2015, ch. 24, § 7; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-329. 


55-4-269 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-301 
— 55-4-316 (Acts 1973, ch. 11, §§ 1-7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-466—59-471; Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 3-7; 
1987, ch. 205, § 1; 1987, ch. 228, §8§ 13-18; 
1987, ch. 434, §§ 3-9; 1991, ch. 507, § 3; 1992, 
ch. 738, § 1; 1992, ch. 928, § 1; 1993, ch. 381, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 578, § 1; 1994, ch. 652,§ 1; 1994, 
ch. 792, § 1; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 15-19; 1994, ch. 
930, § 4; 1995, ch. 159, §§ 1-6; 1995, ch. 335, 
§ 3; 1996, ch. 983, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 750, § 1; 
1998, ch. 1120, § 4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 


55-4-269. Tennessee state guard. 
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license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
1151. 

Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 
Tennessee Code Commission is requested to 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 
ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” where 
ever the language appears in reference to the 
name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 





who is certified as a member in good standing of the Tennessee state guard, 
upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor 
vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Tennessee 
state guard special purpose license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 


(b) The application for the plates shall be accompanied by a written — 


statement from the adjutant general or the commanding officer of the Tennes- 
see state guard certifying the applicant to be a member in good standing of the 


organization. 


(c) The special purpose license plates shall bear the official seal of the 
Tennessee state guard and shall bear the language “Tennessee State Guard” in 
an appropriate design. The plates shall be designed in consultation with the 
adjutant general and the commanding officer of the Tennessee state guard. 

(d)(1) Within thirty (30) days of terminating membership in the Tennessee 

state guard, a motor vehicle owner or lessee to whom a license plate has been 

issued pursuant to this section shall surrender the plate to the county clerk 
of the county of the applicant’s residence. 

(2) The adjutant general or the commanding officer of the Tennessee state 
guard shall provide biannually to the department the names and addresses 
of all persons whose membership in the Tennessee state guard has been 
terminated during such period, together with such other identifying infor- 
mation as the commissioner may require. 


History. 
Acts 2008, ch. 1165, § 3; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-270. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1068, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 


1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
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§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
meee ig? 1994, ch.) 959, “$P131994)° ich: - 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 182, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
met 95, §.13°1995,) ch. 199/§ 1; 1995; ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-38; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-38; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

In view of § 55-4-201(d) [now § 55-4-202(d)], 
former § 55-4-270 (Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1) 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid by the Code 
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Commission in 2000, as the senior citizens 
plates named in this section did not qualify for 
initial issuance. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 65 provided that the 
commissioner of safety is authorized to promul- 
gate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
provisions of that act. All such rules and regu- 
lations shall be promulgated in accordance 
with the provisions of the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 
5. 

Pursuant to § 55-4-201(e) and (h)(1), [now 
§ 55-4-202(e) and (g)(1)], former § 55-4-270 
(Acts 2005, ch. 506, § 15) was deemed obsolete 
and invalid by the department of revenue, as 
the “East Tennessee Children’s Hospital” new 
specialty earmarked license plate that former 
§ 55-4-270 authorized did not meet the mini- 
mum renewal requirements for two successive 
renewal periods. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-270. United States coast guard auxiliary. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who is certified as a member in good standing of the United States coast guard 
auxiliary, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registra- 
tion and licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the 
motor vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a United 
States coast guard auxiliary special purpose license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The application for the plates shall be accompanied by a written 
statement from the commanding officer of the United States coast guard 
auxiliary certifying the applicant to be a member in good standing of the 
organization. 

(c) The special purpose license plates shall bear the official seal of the 
United States coast guard auxiliary and shall bear the language “U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary” in an appropriate design. The plates shall be designed in 
consultation with the commanding officer of the United States coast guard 
auxiliary. 

(d)\(1) Within thirty (30) days of terminating membership in the United 

States coast guard auxiliary, a motor vehicle owner or lessee to whom a 

license plate has been issued pursuant to this section shall surrender the 

plate to the county clerk of the county of the applicant’s residence. 

(2) The commanding officer of the United States coast guard auxiliary 
shall provide biannually to the department the names and addresses of all 
persons whose membership in the United States coast guard auxiliary has 
been terminated during such period, together with such other identifying 
information as the commissioner may require. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 


_ History. 
Acts 2008, ch. 1165, § 6; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-272. 





55-4-271 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2: 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-38; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
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1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-8; 
1995, ch. 182, § 2; 1995, ch. 178, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

Pursuant to § 55-4-201(e) and (h)(1) [now 
§ 55-4-202(e) and (g)(1)], former § 55-4-272 
(Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1) was deemed obsolete 


and invalid by the department of revenue, as 


the “Olympics” specialty earmarked license 


128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, plate that former § 55-4-272 authorized did not 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, meet the minimum renewal requirements for 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6, 1994, ch. 624, two successive renewal periods. 

§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 

§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, Cross-References. 

§§ 1-3; 1994: ch. 959, § 1;, 1994, ch. 999, Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1,2; 202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-271. Motorcycle registration plate for owner or lessee eligible for 


national guard plate, state guard plate, memorial plate, or 
military plate. 


(a)(1). Subject to the requirements of § 55-4-202, the commissioner is 
authorized, and shall issue, a registration plate to an owner or lessee of a 
motorcycle who is otherwise eligible for a national guard plate, enumerated 
in § 55-4-203(c)(3), a Tennessee state guard plate, enumerated in § 55-4- 
269, a memorial plate, enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(4), or a military plate, 
enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(5); provided, however, that the owner or lessee 
shall comply with the state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motorcycles; and, except for an owner or lessee eligible for a 
memorial plate, enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(4), and as provided in § 55-4- 
255(d)(1)(A) for an enlisted national guard member, pay the regular fee 
applicable to motorcycles, and the applicable fee specified in § 55-4-204, 
prior to the issuance of any such plate. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed as authorizing the issuance 
of an additional plate or plates free of charge to an eligible owner or lessee, 
whether for a motorcycle, authorized motor vehicle, or a combination of the 
two, above the total number of free plates authorized by § 55-4-261 for 
former prisoners of war, by § 55-4-258 pertaining to recipients of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor, by § 55-4-259 for recipients of the Distin- 
guished Service Cross, Navy Cross, Air Force Cross, Silver Star, Bronze Star 
(Valor), Air Medal (Valor), or the Distinguished Flying Cross, by § 55-4-256 
for disabled veterans, including those disabled veterans who choose to 
receive the Purple Heart plate, pursuant to § 55-4-256(d), or by § 55-4- 
255(d)(1)(A) for enlisted national guard members, as applicable. 

(b) The motorcycle plates authorized by this section shall be substantially 


the same in design and configuration, allowing for variations due to size 
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restrictions, as the regular motor vehicle registration plates authorized by 
§ 55-4-203(c)(5)(F)(v) for combat veterans, by § 55-4-203(c)(5)(F)(ix) for the 
Marine Corps League, by § 55-4-255 for national guard members, by § 55-4- 
269 for state guard members, by § 55-4-260 for Air Medal (Meritorious) and 
Bronze Star (Meritorious) recipients, by § 55-4-261 for former prisoners of 
war, by § 55-4-258 pertaining to recipients of the Congressional Medal of 
Honor, by § 55-4-259 for recipients of the Distinguished Service Cross, Navy 
Cross, Air Force Cross, Silver Star, Bronze Star (Valor), Air Medal (Valor), or 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, by § 55-4-256 for disabled veterans, by 
§ 55-4-262 for Pearl Harbor survivors, by § 55-4-257 for holders of the Purple 
Heart, by § 55-4-254 for members of the United States reserve forces, by 
§ 55-4-263 for enemy evadees, by § 55-4-252 for active and retired members of 
the United States military and the United States military reserves in good 
standing, or by § 55-4-253 for honorably discharged veterans, as applicable. 
(c) The funds produced from the sale and renewal of the motorcycle plates 
shall be allocated in accordance with § 55-4-216 for the military plates 
enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(5)(F), and in accordance with § 55-4-218 for the 
national guard plates enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(3) and the memorial plates 


- §§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 





enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(4), as applicable. 


History. 

Acts 2005, ch. 506, § 19; 2010, ch. 1151, § 40; 
mere. 491,.8§ 26,27; 2013, ch..318, § 5; 
2014, ch. 966, §§ 19, 20, 26; 2018, ch. 1028, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-278. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 


|. special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 


' The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
- ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 


— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 


ieee 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 


1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5: 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
$957, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, §. 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1;1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2;.1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, 8§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
8§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, 8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3: 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, $§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1: 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 


§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

In view of § 55-4-201(d) [now § 55-4-202(d)], 
former § 55-4-278 (Acts 1998, ch. 1117, § 3; 
impl. am. Acts 1998, ch. 1068, §§ 1-3) was 
deleted as obsolete and invalid by the Code 
Commission in 2000, as the 50th anniversary of 
the Knoxville Zoo plates named in this section 
did not qualify for initial issuance. 

In view of § 55-4-201(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(c)(1)], former § 55-4-278 (Acts 2002, ch. 
876, § 36) was deleted as obsolete and invalid 
by the Department of Safety in 2004, as the 
Proud to be an American plates named in this 
section continued to fail to meet the minimum 
requirements for existence. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
2151. 

Acts 2013, ch. 318, § 13, as amended by Acts 
2014, ch. 966, § 28, provided that notwith- 
standing any law to the contrary, any person 
issued an Air Medal memorial license plate 
prior to June 21, 20138, shall be entitled to 
retain the plate for vehicular use upon compli- 
ance with all motor vehicle laws relating to 
registration and licensing of motor vehicles. 
Any Air Medal military cultural plates initially 
issued to any recipient of the Air Medal (Meri- 
torious) on or after May 13, 2013, shall be 
subject to the regular registration fee for plates, 


615, 
672, 
759, 
914, 
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as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and the fee upon their first renewal on or after May 18, | 
provided for in § 55-4-203(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 20138; provided, that the plates shall not be | 
204(c)(1)]. Any Air Medal military cultural subject to the regular registration fee and shall] | 
plates initially issued to any recipient ofthe Air be free of charge pursuant to § 55-4-203(b) | 
Medal (Valor) on or after May 13, 2013, and [now § 55-4-204(b)]. | 
prior to May 19, 2014, shall be memorial plates 


55-4-272. Paratrooper. 





(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, who | 
is an active member or retired or honorably discharged veteran of the United 
States armed forces, and who, as part of the member or veteran’s military duty, | 
has been trained to jump from flying aircraft, upon complying with state motor | 
vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles and upon 
paying the regular fee applicable to the vehicle and the fee prescribed by 
§ 55-4-204(c), shall be issued a paratrooper license plate for a motor vehicle | ! 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). | 

(b) The application for such plate shall be accompanied by the following: | 

(1)(A) A valid military identification card or such other document as the | 
commissioner designates as sufficient proof that the applicant is an active | 
member of the United States armed forces; or | 
(B)G) Acertified copy of the veteran’s certificate of release or discharge | 
from active duty, department of defense form 214 (DD 214), honorable | 
discharge certificate, department of defense form 256 (DD 256), or. 
report of separation and record of service, NGB form 22, that indicates | 
an honorable discharge characterization; | 
(ii) A valid DD form 2 (Retired) military identification card; or 
(iii) A Tennessee driver license that indicates military service in| 
accordance with § 55-50-354; and | 
(2) Documentation of satisfactory completion of the prescribed proficiency 
tests while assigned or attached to a military airborne unit or the airborne. 
department of the United States army infantry school, to include: 
(A) Military orders awarding the parachutist badge authorized by the 
United States army to the member or veteran; | 
(B) The veteran’s certificate of release or discharge from active duty, 
department of defense form 214 (DD 214), or report of separation and| 
record of service, NGB form 22, indicating the awarding of the parachutist | 
badge; or | 
(C) The airborne course diploma issued to the member or veteran by the 
United States army infantry school. 

(c)(1) The design of such license plates that are issued pursuant to this 

section shall be colored red, white, and blue so as to be similar in hue and. 

intensity to the coloration of the United States flag and shall bear the legend, . 

“U.S. PARATROOPER.” 

(2) The license plates provided for in this section shall feature a inenall 
of the parachutist badge authorized by the United States army. 

















History. 
Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 25. 
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| 55-4-273. Members of 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne). 


(a) Distinctive license plates are authorized for active, retired, and honor- 
ably discharged members of 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) in good 


_standing. The plates are approved for display on motor vehicles that are 
_ authorized by § 55-4-210(c) and that are owned and operated, or leased by, a 





_ member or a member’s spouse or child. 


(b) The license plates shall bear an emblem distinctive of 5th Special Forces 


: Group (Airborne) and the legend “5th Special Forces Group (Airborne)”. The 
| plates shall be designed in consultation with an authorized representative of 
| 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne). 


(c) The license plate authorized pursuant to this section shall be issued 


upon: 


(1) Payment of the regular registration fee pursuant to this chapter; 

(2) Payment of the fee prescribed by § 55-4-204(c); and 

(3) Submission of documentation required by subsection (d) or (e). 
(d)(1) All applications pursuant to this section must be accompanied by 
military orders or other official documentation detailing an assignment to 
5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) as proof of eligibility for issuance of a 
license plate pursuant to this section. 

(2) In addition to providing the documentation required under subdivi- 
sion (d)(1): 

(A) An active duty member of 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) must 
present a valid military identification card or such other document as the 
commissioner designates as sufficient proof that the applicant is an active 
duty member of the military; or 

(B) A retired or honorably discharged member of 5th Special Forces 
Group (Airborne) must present: 

(i) Acertified copy of the member’s certificate of release or discharge 

from active duty, department of defense form 214 (DD 214); 

(ii) A valid DD form 2 (Retired) military identification card; or 
(iii) A Tennessee driver license that indicates military service in 

accordance with § 55-50-354. 

(3) An application pursuant to this section by a spouse or child of a 
member must be accompanied by documentation that: 

(A) Is required from a member under subdivisions (d)(1) and (2); and 

(B) Provides sufficient proof that the applicant is the spouse or child of 
a member, including: 

(i) Avalid DD form 1173 military dependent identification card; 
(ii) A marriage certificate; 
(iii) A birth certificate or certificate of adoption; or 
(iv) Other documentation designated by the commissioner. 
(e) A surviving spouse of a deceased retired or honorably discharged 


_ member or of a member who died while on active duty shall be issued a license 


plate pursuant to this section, until the surviving spouse remarries, upon: 
(1) Complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles; 
(2) Paying the regular registration fee pursuant to this chapter and the 
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fee prescribed by § 55-4-204(c); 

(3) Providing documentation required under subdivision (d)(3); and 
(4) Providing a copy of the death certificate of the deceased. 

(f) An applicant shall be required to submit the documentation required by | 
subsection (d) or (e) only when initially applying for license plates under this | 
section. Subsequent license plates under this section shall be issued to that 
person without the repeated presentation of documentation. 

| 





History. 
Acts 2018, ch. 926, § 1. 


55-4-274. Rakkasans. 


(a) Distinctive license plates are authorized for active, retired, and honor- 
ably discharged members of the Rakkasans, which is the moniker for the 187th | 
Infantry Regiment of the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) of the United | 
States Army, in good standing. The plates are approved for display on motor 
vehicles that are authorized by § 55-4-210(c) and that are owned and operated, | 
or leased by, a member or a member’s spouse or child. | 

(b) The license plates shall bear an emblem distinctive of the Rakkasans | 
and the language “Rakkasans” with a red torii and the Combat Infantry | 
Badge. The plates shall be designed in consultation with an authorized | 
representative of the 187th Infantry Regiment. | 

(c) The license plate authorized pursuant to this section shall be issued | 
upon: 

(1) Payment of the regular registration fee pursuant to this chapter; 
(2) Payment of the fee prescribed by § 55-4-204(c); and | 
(3) Submission of documentation required by subsection (d) or (e). | 

(d)(1) All applications pursuant to this section must be accompanied by 

military orders or other official documentation detailing an assignment to | 

the 187th Infantry Regiment of the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) of | 
the United States Army as proof of eligibility for issuance of a license plate 
pursuant to this section. ! 
(2) In addition to providing the documentation required under subdivi- | 
sion (d)(1): | 
(A) An active duty member of the 187th Infantry Regiment must | 
present a valid military identification card or such other document as the | 
commissioner designates as sufficient proof that the applicant is an active 
duty member of the military; or 

(B) A retired or honorably discharged member of the 187th Infantry | 
Regiment must present: 
(i) Acertified copy of the member’s certificate of release or discharge | 

from active duty, department of defense form 214 (DD 214); 
(i) A valid DD form 2 (Retired) military identification card; or | 
(iii) A Tennessee driver license that indicates military service in | 
accordance with § 55-50-354. 
(3) An application pursuant to this section by a spouse or child of a | 
member must be accompanied by documentation that: . 
(A) Is required from a member under subdivisions (d)(1) and (2); and 
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(B) Provides sufficient proof that the applicant is the spouse or child of 
a member, including: 
(i) Avalid DD form 1173 military dependent identification card; 
(ii) A marriage certificate; 
| (iii) A birth certificate or certificate of adoption; or 
| (iv) Other documentation designated by the commissioner. 

(e) A surviving spouse of a deceased retired or honorably discharged 
_member or of a member who died while on active duty shall be issued a license 
| plate pursuant to this section, until the surviving spouse remarries, upon: 
| (1) Complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 

licensing of motor vehicles; 

(2) Paying the regular registration fee pursuant to this chapter and the 
fee prescribed by § 55-4-204(c); 

(3) Providing documentation required under subdivision (d)(3); and 

(4) Providing a copy of the death certificate of the deceased. 

(f) An applicant shall be required to submit the documentation required by 
. subsection (d) or (e) only when initially applying for license plates under this 
section. Subsequent license plates under this section shall be issued to that 
person without the repeated presentation of documentation. 

















| History. 
Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 5. 


| 55-4-275. Legion of Merit. 


(a) Arecipient of the Legion of Merit who is a resident of this state and who 
»is an owner or lessee of a motor vehicle, upon complying with state motor 
' vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles and upon 
) paying the regular registration fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, 
» and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204(c)(1), shall be issued a distinctive Legion 
_ of Merit motor vehicle registration plate, as appropriate, for a motor vehicle 
_ authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 
(b) The Legion of Merit plates provided for in this section shall include an 
' identification legend distinctive to recipients of the Legion of Merit, and the 
legend shall read “Legion of Merit”. 
 (c) Eligibility for Legion of Merit plates shall be determined by the depart- 
’ ment by consulting the appropriate information on the applicant’s certificate of 
release or discharge from active duty, department of defense form 214 (DD 
214), or in a case of military service predating 1950, in consultation with 
_ appropriate information on the equivalent form or on other official documen- 
tation, or a written communication from the department of veterans services, 
the form, documentation, or communication certifying that the application for 
the plate is submitted by a recipient of the Legion of Merit, as appropriate. 


History. 
Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 40. 


55-4-276. Women Veterans of Color. 


(a) A distinctive license plate is authorized for any woman of color who is a 
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veteran, if the woman of color is currently a resident of this state and is) 
otherwise qualified to register and license a motor vehicle pursuant to this | 


American, Hispanic, Asian American, American Indian, Alaska Native, or) 
Middle Eastern American. 

(b) The registration plates shall bear the legend “Women Veterans of Color”. | 

(c) The registration plate shall be issued upon payment of the regular | 
registration fee pursuant to this chapter and the additional fee prescribed by | 
§ 55-4-204(c)(1), and submission of information in accordance with subsection | 
(d). 

(d) For issuance of a license plate pursuant to this section, all applications | 
shall contain information that the commissioner requires proving the eligibil- | 
ity of the applicant as a woman of color who received an honorable discharge — 
as a member of the armed services, as defined in § 49-4-928. : 





History. 
Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 18. | 


55-4-277. Disabled Veteran (service-connected). 


(a)(1) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, 
who is a disabled veteran of the United States armed forces, upon complying | 
with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor | 
vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and the | 
fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Disabled Veteran military | 
license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). | 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (a)(1), a disabled veteran who is entitled — 
to the issuance of the Disabled Veteran military license plate under | 
subdivision (a)(1) shall be issued a Disabled Veteran military license plate | 
for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c), upon payment of one-half | 

(4) of the regular registration fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, 

and payment of one-half (14) of the fee provided for in § 55-4-204(c)(1), if the 

disabled veteran receives or is eligible to receive social security disability 
insurance (SSDI) benefits or supplemental security income (SSI). 

(b) The design of the Disabled Veteran military license plates that are 
issued pursuant to this section shall be colored red, white, and blue so as to be 
similar in hue and intensity to the coloration of the United States flag and 
shall bear the legend “DISABLED VETERAN.” The design of the license plates _ 
shall not include the stylized wheelchair symbol or symbol of access in | 
accordance with § 55-21-104 that is included on any license plate issued 
pursuant to § 55-4-256 or chapter 21 of this title. 

(c) The Disabled Veteran military license plate issued pursuant to this 
section is for honorary purposes and does not qualify or grant the operator of 
a motor vehicle displaying the license plate any rights or privileges extended 
by chapter 21 of this title, including parking privileges. 

(d) For purposes of this section, “disabled veteran” means a veteran who has 
a service-connected disability, as determined by the United States veterans | 
administration. 
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| History. 


| 
| 55-4-278 — 55-4-289. [Reserved.] 


h | 
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H History. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 465. 





REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF MOTOR VEHICLES 


55-4-291 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


| §5-4-290. Allocation of revenue from specialty earmarked plates. 


(a) Effective July 1, 1998, and for all subsequent fiscal years, the revenues 


| produced from the sale or renewal of specialty earmarked motor vehicle 
registration plates as defined in § 55-4-201, after deducting the expense the 


department has incurred in designing, manufacturing and marketing the 
| plates, shall be allocated in each fiscal year as earmarked or specified in the 
_ statute authorizing the issuance of each individual specialty earmarked plate. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed as reallocating the revenues 


] produced from the regular motor vehicle registration fees, or renewals thereof, 


imposed by part 1 of this chapter. The revenues shall be allocated in 


_ accordance with § 55-6-107. 


1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, 8§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, $§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-217. 


ch. 1023, 


Compiler’s Notes. 128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning §§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 

) special plates, was repealed and reenacted by §§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1,1998. §§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 

' The former provisions, excluding those previ- §§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
» ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 §§ 1-8; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1: 1995, ch. 82, SS 2: 


1995, ch. 84, re ia! 1995, ch. 122, 8§ 1-3: 
1995, ch. 132,'§ °2; 1995, Ch. £73, 89 17251995; 


Sen1.9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1,,2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, $§ 1-5; 


1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3,5; ch. 195, lib 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
_ 1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1;1988,ch. §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 9§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
) 864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3,4; 1989, ch.1386, § 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch.501,§ 1;1989, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 


_ 85-4-291. 


§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 


§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §$§ 1-4). 


“Children First!” 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 


_ and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a “CHILDREN FIRST!” 


Specialty earmarked plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The commissioner, in consultation with the commission on children and 
youth, shall determine a distinctive color and design for the “CHILDREN 
FIRST!” specialty earmarked plate. 

(c) All revenues produced in each fiscal year from the sale of “CHILDREN 
FIRST!” specialty earmarked plates, minus the costs the state has incurred in 
designing and manufacturing the plates, shall be allocated to the department 
of human services, to be used solely to provide additional funding for child 
abuse prevention services pursuant to § 71-6-203. 


55-4-292 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 59; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-273. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1068, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch: 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ '1;1989, ch. 158, §" 1;'1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §$§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
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1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, $1; 1993, che 145,79" 1. 199, «ch. 2oG, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 6387, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 
8§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1s 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, Am 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, AN 122, §§ 1-3: 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, $§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, a 1995, ch. 199, a 1995, ely: 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 6738, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


Cross-References. 


1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, $§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 


Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-292. “Helping schools” volunteers. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who wishes to contribute to the welfare and well-being of Tennessee’s public 
schools, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the 
motor vehicle and the fee provided in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a “Helping 
Schools” specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall be 
designed in consultation with the department of education. 

(c)(1)(A) The proceeds from the fee paid pursuant to § 55-4-204 for the sale 
of “Helping Schools” specialty earmarked plates and the special decals 
authorized by this section, minus the expense the state has incurred in 
designing, marketing and manufacturing the plates or decals, shall be 
deposited in the general school fund. The owners or lessees of motor 
vehicles who obtain special plates pursuant to this section may designate 
that the proceeds from the fees shall be allocated to a particular named 
school. The county clerk shall remit the proceeds to the local education 
agency operating the named school, and the local school board shall 
allocate the proceeds for the benefit of the named school, and shall make 
the funds available to the school. Any undesignated proceeds from these 
fees shall be allocated as provided in this section. At the option of the local 
school board or boards, these funds may be provided to an educational 
foundation in each system or systems. The foundation shall be duly 
chartered under the statutes of Tennessee. 

(B) The foundation shall allocate the funds solely for supplies, equip- 
ment and training for students and certificated employees. Proceeds shall 
be distributed to the local education agency according to the average daily 
attendance of schools which serve the counties in which the proceeds were 
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generated. 

(2) Notwithstanding this section or any other law to the contrary, in lieu 
of the specialty earmarked plates provided by this section, owners or lessees 
of authorized motor vehicles may be issued a special decal for the windshield 
of the motor vehicles, such decal containing the logo “Helping Schools.” All 
other provisions of this section concerning the issuance of specialty ear- 
marked license plates, including the payment of the special fee as provided 


in § 55-4-204, shall apply to the special decal. 


_ History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 807, § 1; 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-249. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

The division of motor vehicles was trans- 
ferred from the department of revenue to the 
department of safety by Executive Order No. 37 
(June 29, 1990). 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch.501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482; §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


12849016 $1993, chy 145,)§. 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993; ch 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
8§ 1-5; 1995, ch, 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §$°"l, 2; 
199, ch of, 88. 1 281995 ch. 122° $$" 123; 
1995, ch. 132)$ 271995) ch. 173,887, 2n1995t 
ch. 195, § 1;'1995, ch. 199,'§ 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
81; 1996, ch. 854.""Ss' 1-5:": 1996, ‘ch. (914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Provisions of Acts 1998, ch. 807, concerning 
the issuance of cultural and new specialty ear- 
marked registration plates, which conflicted 
with the provisions of Acts 1998, ch. 1063, were 
not codified. For provisions governing the issu- 
ance of such plates and the distribution of fees 
from such issuances, see §§ 55-4-201, 55-4-202, 
55-4-209, 55-4-210 and 55-4-214 — 55-4-220. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-293. Supporter of Saint Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a supporter of Saint 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital specialty earmarked license plate for a 
motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall be 
designed in consultation with the chair of the board of directors of Saint Jude 


Children’s Research Hospital. 


(c)(1) The funds produced from the sale of the supporters of Saint Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital specialty earmarked license plates, less the 
expense the state has incurred in designing and manufacturing the plates, 
shall be deposited in a special fund in the general fund to be used exclusively 
for research into the causes and treatment of cancer and cancer-related 
illnesses in children at children’s hospitals in Tennessee that have such 
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treatment and research as their principal mission. The commissioner of 
health shall make grants to these hospitals for such research from moneys 
available in the special fund. 

(2) There is established a general fund reserve to be allocated by the 
general appropriations act, which shall be known as the children’s cancer 
research endowment fund. Moneys from the fund may be expended to fund 
activities authorized by this section. Any revenues deposited in this reserve 
shall remain in the reserve until expended for purposes consistent with this 
section, and shall not revert to the general fund on any June 30. Any excess 
revenues on interest earned by the revenues shall not revert on any June 30, 
but shall remain available for appropriation in subsequent fiscal years. Any 
appropriation from this reserve shall not revert to the general fund on any 
June 30, but shall remain available for expenditure in subsequent fiscal 
years. 


History. 1992, ch. 1008, $$ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, ch. 105, $§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
§ 49: T.C.A. § 55-4-263. 128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
Me §§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
Compiler’s Notes. §§ 1-3: 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning §§ 1-3: 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by §§ 4-3. 1994 ch. 879, §§ 1-19: 1994. ch. 930. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 8§ 1-3: 1994, an 959, § 1; 1994 dep 999, 


The former provisions, excluding those previ- §$ 1-5: 1995. ch. 56 § 1: 1995. ch. 82 §§ 1. 2: 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 4995 ch. 84, 8§ 1, 2: 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3: 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 1995) ch, 132, § 2: 1995, ch. 173, $8 1, 2: 1995, 
S$ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch.95,§ 1; ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
1985, ch. 402, $§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, $§ 1-5; §§ 1. 2: 1995. ch. 399 §§ 1-3: 1996. ch. 615 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; §§ 1-3: 1996 ee 658 ‘ §$ 1-3: 1996. ch. 672. 
Lieto ch. 434, § pep 1988, ch. Dons 1; 1988, ch. §§ 1-5: 1996. ch. 673. §§ 1-3: 1996. ch. 759, 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. § 1: 1996, at: 854, ‘88 1-5; "1996, ch. 914, 


781, $8 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. gg 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
864, 8§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, $§ 35 4; 1989, ch. 136, §§ (ee 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 


S 1; 1989, ch. 158, § Ie 1989, ch. 501, § Tr; 1989, §§ 1-4: 1996. ch. 1024 §$ 1-4: 1996. ch. 1030 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, gg 4.5: 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). : 


§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 

2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; Cross-References. 

L991. chi 432) $$ l-12: 1990 ch. odo. Sok. 2. Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-8; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-8; 202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-294. African-American fraternity or sorority members. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who is certified as a member or alumni member of the following fraternities or 
sororities: Delta Sigma Theta, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Zeta Phi Beta, Omega Psi 
Phi, Alpha Phi Alpha, Phi Beta Sigma, or Kappa Alpha Psi, upon complying 
with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor 
vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and the fee 
provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an appropriate African-American 
fraternity or sorority specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The application for these license plates shall be accompanied by proof 
satisfactory to the commissioner, certifying the applicant to be a member or 
alumni member of the appropriate fraternity or sorority pursuant to subsec- 
tion (a). 
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(c) The specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall be of the 
colors and contain the logo of the appropriate fraternity or sorority pursuant to 
subsection (a) and shall be designed in consultation with the executive director 
of the appropriate fraternity or sorority. 

(d) The proceeds from the fees paid pursuant to § 55-4-204 for the sale of 
the African-American fraternity and sorority specialty earmarked plates 
authorized by this section, minus the expense the state has incurred in 
designing and manufacturing these plates, shall be deposited in a fund to 
benefit Tennessee historically black colleges (Fisk University, Knoxville Col- 
lege, Lane College and LeMoyne-Owen College). 


History. §§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1: 1993, ch. 446, 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, §§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§ 49: T.C.A. § 55-4-261. §§ 1-3: 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
fai 8 §§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
Compiler’s Notes. §§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— §5-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
690 15,9;3:1985, ch56; $$.1;\2;.1985; ch. 95;.§ °1,; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
q1, 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, 'ch.501,'$ "15,1989, 
ch. 591,'§ 6;.1990, ch. 871, § 1;-1990, ch: 897; 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, $$ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482,188 1-12;;1992,, ch, 543, §§ 1,°2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 19938, ch. 66, § 72; 1998, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


§§'1-53)1995, ch. 56,'§ 1; 1995; ch, 82, §§ 1,2; 
1995, \chi' 84, $$), 2; 1995, ‘ch. °122)$§ 1-3; 
1995, chi182,'§ 2;'1995, ch.°173,,$§ 11, 2;.1995, 
ch.,195; $1; 1995, ch: 199, § ‘1; 1995, ch. 335, 
$§(1,: 2; 1995, ch.''399; $$ 1-3;,1996, ch. 615, 
8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch: 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§: 1; ./1996,) ch. 854, . §§..1-5;; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1- 4). 

In ibe of § 55-4-201(b)(3)(B) and (c), former 
provisions concerning the specialty earmarked 
license plate for Sigma Gamma Rho was de- 
leted as obsolete since this license plate 
dropped below the minimum order require- 
ments for two years in a row. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 


128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-295. Environmental. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an environmental 
specialty earmarked plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) All revenues produced from the sale of environmental plates, minus the 
costs the state has incurred in designing, marketing and manufacturing the 
plates, shall be allocated to the division of state parks in the department of 
environment and conservation tc be used solely for the planting and cultiva- 
tion of trees, shrubs, plants, and flowers and for the maintenance of trees, 
shrubs, plants and flowers and for making grants to universities in Tennessee 
for the development of new methods of treating pests that threaten trees and 
other vegetation at parks. 


55-4-296 


History. 

Acts 1996, ch. 673, § 3; 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 
2007, ch. 153, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. 
§ 55-4-262. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
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1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993;.ch.' 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236; 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, °§ 1; 1993, ‘ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch: 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, §. 2; 1995, ch. 173, §$1, 2; 1995; 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-296. Friends of Great Smoky Mountains. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Friends of Great 
Smoky Mountains specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle 


authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 


(b)(1) The funds produced from the sale of the Friends of Great Smoky 
Mountains specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated in accor- 
dance with § 55-4-290 to the Friends of Great Smoky Mountains Endow- 
ment Fund established pursuant to subdivision (b)(2). Subject to subdivision 
(b)(3), the commissioner of finance and administration shall make disburse- 
ments of the funds on a quarterly basis to the Friends of Great Smoky 
Mountains, Inc. The funds shall be used exclusively for the assistance of the 
national park service in the care of the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. 

(2) There is established a general fund reserve to be allocated by the 
general appropriations act, which shall be known as the Friends of Great 
Smoky Mountains endowment fund. Moneys from the fund may be expended 
to fund activities authorized by this section. Any revenues deposited in this 
reserve shall remain in the reserve until expended for purposes consistent 
with this section, and shall not revert to the general fund on any June 30. 
Any excess revenues on interest earned by the revenues shall not revert on 
any June 30, but shall remain available for appropriation in subsequent 
fiscal years. Any appropriation from this reserve shall not revert to the 
general fund on any June 30, but shall remain available for expenditure in 
subsequent fiscal years. 

(3) No expenditure shall be made from the fund until the combination of 
principal and interest reaches one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000). 
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Thereafter, the first fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) in revenues produced 
from the sale of the plates in each fiscal year shall be added to the principal, 
and all revenues produced from the sale of the plates in each fiscal year in 
excess of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) and the earned interest of the fund 
shall be available for expenditures to aid in carrying out the purposes of the 
fund; provided, however, at such time as the principal of the fund reaches 
five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), all revenues produced thereafter 
from the sale of the plates in each fiscal year and the earned interest of the 
fund shall be available for expenditures to aid in carrying out the purposes 
of the fund. 

(c) The specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall be 
designed in consultation with a representative of Friends of Great Smoky 

Mountains, Inc. 


History. §§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 6387, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 

Acts 1998, ch. 783, § 1; 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; §§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
2001, ch. 145, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. §§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§ 55-4-271. 8§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


1995)) eh. 84, $$ 11,42" s1995,) ch. 122, .§§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 178, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
eh, 1b, § 11995, ch) 199, $..1;.1905, ch. 335, 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 


special plates, was repealed and reenacted by §§ 1, 2: 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § i effective July ds 1998. §§ 1-3: 1996 We 658 ' §$ 1-3: 1996. ch. 672. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- gg 1-5: 1996. ch. 673. 88 1-3: 1996. ch. 759. 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 § 1: 1996 ay 854 ee 1-5: "1996 | ch. 914. 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 1- 5; 1996, ch. 963, §$ 1-4 1996, ch. 965, 


1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. Miiigred §§ 1-5; §§ he ie 1996, ch. 1024, §§ Mig yi 1996, fe ag 1030, 


1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, 8§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch..482, §§. 1-12: 1992. ch. 5438, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; °1992,> ch.” 846,.$§" 1-3> 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1998, ch. 
ip, oe 11905. ch, 245, § 1; 1992) ch. 236, 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-8; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 


§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1- 4). 

Provisions of Acts 1998, ch. 783, concerning 
the issuance of cultural and new specialty ear- 
marked registration plates, which conflicted 
with the provisions of Acts 1998, ch. 1063, were 
not codified. For provisions governing the issu- 
ance of such plates and the distribution of fees 
from such issuances, see §§ 55-4-201, 55-4-202, 
55-4-209, 55-4-210 and 55-4-214—55-4-220. 

Acts 2001, ch. 145, § 2 provided that the 
reallocation of revenues provided for in that act 
shall take effect for fiscal year 2001-2002. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-297. Nongame and endangered wildlife species. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a nongame and 
endangered wildlife species or “Watchable Wildlife” specialty earmarked 
license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The funds produced from the sale of nongame and endangered wildlife 
species or “Watchable Wildlife” specialty earmarked license plates, less the 
expense the state has incurred in designing and manufacturing the plates, 
shall be deposited in the watchable wildlife endowment fund established by 
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§ 70-8-110(c), to be used exclusively for the preservation of nongame and 
endangered wildlife species and the protection and enhancement of such 
species’ habitats. 

(c) The specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall be 


designed in consultation with the executive director of the Tennessee wildlife 


resources agency. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-252. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9:' 1985) ch. 56, §8..1,'2; 1985, "ch: 95, 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch, 434, §) 2: 1988, ch: 575, .§ 1; 1988, ‘ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
ST) 1989)'ch, 156, $0" 1939. chy 501, 9) To 1oee: 
ch. 591) 8 '6;°1990)' chi 87178 "1; 1990 ch. S97; 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 


1992, ch. 1008, $$ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 


§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993,. .ch.,.5295)'§ 6;, 1994, ‘ch. .624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch: 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, $§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, $$ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 


1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-298. Agriculture. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who wishes to promote agriculture in Tennessee through market development, 
education, and awareness, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws 
relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles, and paying the regular 
fee applicable to the motor vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall 
be issued an agriculture specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b)(1) The additional fee imposed by § 55-4-204 for the issuance of agricul- 

tural specialty earmarked license plates, minus the expense the state has 

incurred in designing and manufacturing the plates, shall be earmarked for 
and appropriated to the department of agriculture for deposit in the 
agricultural development fund. 

(2) The agricultural development fund shall be used exclusively for 
funding projects and activities that promote market development for agri- 
cultural products, as well as promoting information, education, and aware- 
ness about agriculture in Tennessee. 

(3) The commissioner of agriculture may issue grants from the agricul- 
tural development fund for the purposes set forth in this section. 

(4) Moneys in the agricultural development fund shall not revert to the 
general fund at the end of any fiscal year, but shall be carried forward in a 
reserve fund into the next fiscal year to be reappropriated for the purposes 
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set forth in this section. All interest accruing on investments and deposits in 
the agricultural development fund not otherwise expended shall be returned 


to and made a part of the fund. 


(c) The specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall be 
designed in consultation with the commissioner of agriculture. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1; 2018, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-267. 


ch, 1023, 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 548, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 


55-4-299. Ducks Unlimited. 


1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1998, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch) 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56,.8.1; 1995) ch.) 82,88. 15.2: 


1995, ch. 84) $$ Ty 23) 1995, ch’, 122.) $§. 1-3; 
1995, eh, 132,,§ 2;:1995, ch: 173, $§ 1, 2; 1995, 
eh 195.9 11995 che 1997 9.11995 ich. 335, 
$8 1.231995, ch.) 399/ $§... 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, $$ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1- 4), 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who is certified as a member of Ducks Unlimited, upon complying with state 
motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles, and 
paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and the fee provided for 
in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Ducks Unlimited specialty earmarked license 
plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The application for the license plates shall be accompanied by proof 
satisfactory to the commissioner certifying the applicant to be a member of 
Ducks Unlimited. 

(c) The specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall contain 
the logo of Ducks Unlimited, and shall be designed in consultation with the 
executive director of the Tennessee chapter of Ducks Unlimited. 

(d) The funds produced from the sale of Ducks Unlimited specialty ear- 
marked license plates authorized by this section shall be allocated to Ducks 
Unlimited in accordance with § 55-4-290. 


History. The former provisions, excluding those previ- 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2005, ch. 506, § 16; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-265. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 


ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575; § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 


55-4-301 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 236 


781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. §§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch.136, 1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch.501,§ 1;1989, 1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1,2; §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, 8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; § 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66,§ 72;1993, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, 8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. gg 41-4: 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
128, § 1, 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, gg 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, gg 4.5. 1996, ch. 1047, 8§ 1-4). 

§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 

§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, Cross-References. 

§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 202, 55-4-203. 


PART 3 
SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES — CONTINUED 


55-4-301. Allocation of revenue from new specialty earmarked plates. 


(a) Effective July 1, 1998, and for all subsequent fiscal years, all revenues 
produced from the sale or renewal of new specialty earmarked motor vehicle 
registration plates, as defined in § 55-4-201, after deducting the expense the 
department has incurred in designing, manufacturing and marketing the 
plates and, if applicable, disabled driver decals in accordance with § 55-21- 
103(a)(6), shall be allocated as follows: 

(1) Fifty percent (50%) of the funds shall be allocated to the nonprofit 
organization or state agency or fund earmarked to receive the funds by the 
statute authorizing the issuance of the plate. The funds shall be used solely 
to fulfill the purpose or to accomplish the goal specified in the statute 
authorizing the issuance of the plate; 

(2) Forty percent (40%) of the funds shall be allocated to the Tennessee 
arts commission created in title 4, chapter 20; and 

(3) Ten percent (10%) of the funds shall be allocated to the state highway 
fund. 

(b)(1) The revenues allocated to the Tennessee arts commission pursuant to 

subdivision (a)(2) shall be distributed by the arts commission in the form of 

grants to arts organizations or events which meet criteria established by the 
arts commission for receiving grants, within the following parameters: 
(A) One-third (4) of the funds shall be distributed to qualifying arts 
organizations or events in urban counties; and 
(B) Two-thirds (24) of the funds shall be distributed to qualifying arts 
organizations or events in rural counties. 

(2) Before the revenue allocated in subdivisions (b)(1)(A) and (B) are 
granted to the particular local arts organizations or events, an amount not 
to exceed fifty percent (50%) of the revenues allocated to the Tennessee arts 
commission pursuant to subdivision (a)(2) may be expended for other grants 
and activities as determined by the commission. 

(c) It is the legislative intent that funds statutorily earmarked from the sale 
or renewal of new specialty earmarked plates shall only be allocated to: 
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(1) A nonprofit organization; 
(2) Adepartment, agency or other instrumentality of state government; or 
(3) A special reserve fund to be utilized by a state agency to effectuate a 
purpose deemed to be in the state’s best interest. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed as reallocating the revenues 
produced from the regular motor vehicle registration fees, or renewals thereof, 
imposed by part 1 of this chapter. Such revenues shall be allocated in 
accordance with § 55-6-107. 

(e) For the purposes of this section, “urban counties” are those counties that 
are included within a metropolitan statistical area, as defined by the federal 
office of management and budget and as enumerated in the most current 
edition of Tennessee Statistical Abstract. “Rural counties” are those counties 
that are not included within a metropolitan statistical area, as defined by the 


federal office of management and budget. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2003, ch. 355, § 31; 
2008, ch. 673, § 1; 2012, ch. 845, § 3; 2018, ch. 
1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-215. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§$ 7 15:9; 1985, ch.56,:§§ 1, 2;1985;.ch.i95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ‘ch. 482):§§ .1+12;1992; ch: 548; §§ 1,2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§) 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1998, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
a28,°§$ 1;°1993, ‘ch:’ 145, $1; 1993, ‘ch. 286, 
Ss 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 


3; L993, ch. .629,"'§ .6;.. 1994). ch... 624, 
3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
3, 1994, ch.,/959,'$ 1;: 1994; ‘ch. '999, 
$$ 1-5;'1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82; §§ 1,2; 
1995; ch’ 84)°$§ 1) 02; (1995, chi 122; °$§ (1-3; 
1995 eh, 132./$" 2)1995; ch..173,)8$* 1,2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995; ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399; §§' 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1- 4). 

Acts 2003, ch. 355, § 66 provided that no 
expenditure of public funds pursuant to the act 
shall be made in violation of the provisions of 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
codified in 42 U.S.C. § 2000d. 

Acts 2012, ch. 845, § 2 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue is authorized to pro- 
mulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
purposes of the act, which amended subsection 
(a). All such rules and regulations shall be 
promulgated in accordance with the Uniform 
Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in 
title 4, chapter 5. 


55-4-302. National Rifle Association. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a National Rifle Association 
new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The application for the license plates shall be accompanied by proof 
satisfactory to the commissioner certifying the applicant to be a member of the 
National Rifle Association. 
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(c) The new specialty earmarked license plates shall contain an appropriate 
logo and design representative of the National Rifle Association, and shall be 
designed in consultation with the executive vice president of the National Rifle 
Association. 

(d) The funds produced from the sale of the National Rifle Association new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee Wildlife 
Federation, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization (26 U.S.C. § 501 (c)(8)), in 


accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used exclusively for scholastic 


clay target programs. 


History. 
Acts 2008, ch. 1165, § 2; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-269. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 91.93 1985, ch: 56,45 1, 2;°2085, chi95 “851 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991; ch. 482, $$) 4-12: 1992)'\ch. 543.\§$.1; 23 
1992, ch. (737,488 ded: L992, ch, 1846. $9) 1-3: 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1998, ch. 
128) :°$) 131993, chi 145, §) 151993, 'eh\),236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1;.1993,.ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch, .529,, §.6;.1994, ch. 624, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch., 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ .1, 2: 
1995, ch, 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch! 132,'§ 2; 1995, ‘ch: 473,88, .1s.2; 1995, 
eh.'195;) $1571 995) ch. 109 nSnds 1 99S: cli335, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 


55-4-303. Trout Unlimited. 


§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§\ 1; 1996, ch. 854, .§§ .1-5;.1996, ch. 914, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §$ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

In view of § 55-4-201(d) [now § 55-4-202(d)], 
former § 55-4-269 (Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1) 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid by the Code 
Commission in 2000, as the passenger rail 
service plates named in this section did not 
qualify for initial issuance. 

In view of § 55-4-201(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(c)(1)], former § 55-4-269 (Acts 2002, ch. 
876, § 26) was deleted as obsolete and invalid 
by the Department of Safety in 2004, as the 
Memphis Redbirds plates named in this section 
continued to fail to meet the minimum require- 
ments for existence. 

Pursuant to § 55-4-201(c)(3) [now § 55-4- 
202(c)(3)], former § 55-4-269 (Acts 2005, ch. 
506, § 15) is declared obsolete and invalid by 
the department of revenue in 2007, as the 
“Tennessee Food Bank” specialty registration 
plate did not meet the minimum issuance re- 
quirements of § 55-4-202(b)(3)(B) [now 55-4- 
202(b)(3)(B)] within one year of the effective 
date of the authorizing act, which was July 1, 
2006, nor did it meet the extension of the time 
limitations provided for by Acts 2006, ch. 964, 
$123. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Trout Unlimited new specialty 
earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates shall contain the official 
Trout Unlimited logo or other appropriate design representative of the orga- 
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nization and shall be designed in consultation with the board of trustees of 
Trout Unlimited. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Trout Unlimited new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee Council of Trout 
Unlimited, in accordance with § 55-4-301, for distribution to the Tennessee 
chapters of Trout Unlimited in amounts as determined by the Tennessee 
council. The funds shall be used exclusively in Tennessee by the Tennessee 
chapters of Trout Unlimited to further the organization’s mission to conserve, 
protect, and restore North America’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds. 

(d) Notwithstanding the time limitations of § 55-4-202(g)(1), the trout 
unlimited new specialty earmarked license plates authorized for issuance 
pursuant to this section shall have until July 1, 2009, to meet the applicable 


minimum issuance requirements of § 55-4-202(g¢)(1). 


History. 

Acts 2007, ch. 604, § 12; 2008, ch. 1165, § 17; 
2010, ‘eh.°1261, §$ 30;°2018% ch.01023,.°$: 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-255. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
Bowel, 9; 1985. .chy 6,.88 1,2; 1985,,ch. 95, § ul: 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, §. 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, $§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§. 1-4; 1991, ch::209, §$)1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-38; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§, 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128,91; 1993) ‘ch?! 145; '§ 1; 11993) ch 236; 
§§. 1-6;. 1993, .ch. .314,.,§.1;,.1993,, | ch, }.446, 
Ss 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch...624, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
65. 1-3: 1994. ch ,959,.§ ey 1094. .ch, 999, 
es 1-b;.1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch..382, §$ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84;.§§ 1; 2; 1995, ch.'122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch» 173; §§ : 1;.2;,1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, §. 1; 1996, ch. 335, 


55-4-304. Smallmouth bass. 


§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399;)$§. 1-3; 1996, ich. 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-8; 1996, ch. 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 968, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, 8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

In view of § 55-4-201(d) [now § 55-4-202(d)], 
former § 55-4-255 (Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 
1999, ch. 9, §§ 1-3) was deleted as obsolete and 
invalid by the Code Commission in 2000, as the 
Native American Indian plates named in this 
section did not qualify for initial issuance. 

In view of § 55-4-201(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(d)(1)], former § 55-4-255 (Acts 2002, ch. 
876, § 20) was deleted as obsolete and invalid 
by the Department of Safety in 2004, as the 
Title VI plates named in this section continued 
to fail to meet the minimum requirements for 
existence. 

In view of § 55-4-201(e) [now § 55-4-202(e)], 
former § 55-4-255 (Acts 2005, ch. 506, § 4) was 
deleted as obsolete and invalid by the code 
commission in 2006, as the “Nature Conser- 
vancy” plates named in this section did not 
qualify for initial issuance. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
1151; 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of the state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a smallmouth bass new 
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specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall contain a design of a smallmouth bass and shall be designed in 
consultation with the executive director of the Tennessee wildlife resources 
agency. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the smallmouth bass new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee wildlife resources 
agency, in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be deposited in the 
wildlife resources fund established in § 70-1-401, to be used exclusively for 
management, protection, propagation and conservation of fish and wildlife 
species, and the protection and enhancement of the species’ habitats. 


1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1998, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1: 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
ne §§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
Compiler’s Notes. §§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning §§ 1-3: 1994, ch. 637, $§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by gg _ 4. 1994, %0 879, §§ 1-19: 1994, ch. 930, 
i): 
1-5; 


History. 
Acts 2005, ch. 506, § 18; 2018, ch. 1028, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-266. 


Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1; 1998. §§ 1994. ch. 959 § 1: 1994. ch. 999 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- gg 1995. ch. 5G § 1: 1995. ch. 82 g8"y) 2. 


Orc GC 


ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
$§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 4384, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925; §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-8; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 


55-4-305. Sportsman. 


1995, ch. 84, 8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995; 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-8; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-8; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a sportsman new specialty 
earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain an appropriate image, design or logo that promotes and indicates 
support for the protection, propagation and conservation of fish and wildlife in 
Tennessee, including the importance of protecting and preserving for future 
generations the heritage of hunting and fishing in this state. These plates shall 
be designed in consultation with the executive director of the Tennessee 
wildlife resources agency and the board of directors of the Sportsmen’s Wildlife 
Foundation. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the sportsman new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated in accordance with § 55-4-301 to 
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the Sportsmen’s Wildlife Foundation. The funds shall be used exclusively to 
establish and administer programs to ensure the protection, propagation and 
conservation of fish and wildlife in Tennessee in order to assure the preserva- 


tion of the heritage of hunting and fishing in this state for future generations. 


History. 
Acts 1999, ch. 292, § 2; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-296. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
S$ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1,'2;'1985;, ch.'95, $1; 
1985, ch:/402, §$ 1-11; 1987,-chi:,172,,.§§ 1-5; 
1987; ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 5438, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, 8§ 1-3; 


1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128,81; 1993, ch.,145, §: 34189938, ch. 3236) 
§$ 1-6; ©1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch: 446, 
§8§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56,'§ 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995}. ch: 84,88. 1,12; 1995,‘ ch» 122,; §§ 1-3; 
1995ych. 132, $2? 1995;.en, 173.89 <L./2-°1995, 
chi 195"'8" 11995; ch.’ 199; $1; 1995, chi 335) 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
$§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-38; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 968, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1- 4). 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-306. National Wild Turkey Federation. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a National Wild Turkey 
Federation new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle autho- 
rized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates shall contain the official 
image, logo or other appropriate design representative of the National Wild 
Turkey Federation and shall include the phrase “Conserve. Hunt. Share.” The 
plates shall be designed in consultation with the regional director for the east 
Tennessee local chapters of the National Wild Turkey Federation. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the National Wild Turkey Federa- 
tion new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee 
State Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation, in accordance with 
§ 55-4-301, for distribution to the Tennessee local chapters of the organization. 
The funds shall be used exclusively in Tennessee to further the organization’s 
mission to conserve the wild turkey and preserve the heritage of hunting in 
this state. 


History. 
Acts 2014, ch. 941, § 6; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-309. 
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55-4-307. Fish and wildlife species. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a fish and wildlife 
species new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized 
by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The funds derived from the sale of the fish and wildlife species new 
specialty earmarked license plates, less the expense the state has incurred in 
designing and manufacturing the plates, shall be deposited in the wildlife 
resources fund established in § 70-1-401, to be used exclusively for manage- 
ment, protection, propagation and conservation of fish and wildlife species and 
the protection and enhancement of the species’ habitats. 

(c) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall be 
designed in consultation with the executive director of the Tennessee wildlife 
resources agency, the director of the department’s taxpayer and vehicle 
services division and the commissioner. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1120, § 3; 2007, ch. 484, § 62; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-281. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1;1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch, 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482,°$$ ‘1-12:° 1992" (ch? 54388" 1,"2: 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 19938, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
1283°S" 1; °T9938.""ch. 'T457°9'"'15'"1993 "eh 236, 
$§):1-6551993, »chy 314; § 43 )1993e;ch.)446, 
68 153.) 1993 veh. 29. 8G) 1004s che 624. 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 


55-4-308. Eagle Foundation. 


§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, 8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3: 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§. 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, 8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 


§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


Provsiens of Acts 1998, ch. 1120, concerning 
the issuance of cultural and new specialty ear- 
marked registration plates, which conflicted 
with the provisions of Acts 1998, ch. 1063, were 
not codified. For provisions governing the issu- 
ance of such plates and the distribution of fees 
from such issuances, see §§ 55-4-201, 55-4-202, 
55-4-209, 55-4-210 and 55-4-214 — 55-4-220. 

This section has been republished because 
the department of safety had inadvertently 
cancelled it as part of the implied amendments 
by Acts 1998, ch. 10638, §§ 1-3. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an Eagle Foundation new 
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55-4-309 


specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 


210(c). 


(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain the official logo of the Eagle Foundation and/or a representation of the 
American bald eagle. The plates shall be designed in consultation with the 
board of directors of the Eagle Foundation. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Eagle Foundation new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Eagle Foundation in 
accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used exclusively for the 
preservation of the American bald eagle and its habitat. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 40; 2004, ch. 937, § 4; 
2018, ch. 1028, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-280. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch.501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-8; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 19938, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


128; ;°§ 13). 1993,) chs) 145,,.§,)1;.1993,, ch: ;236, 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
8§ 1-3;° 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1998, ‘ch! 13238) 2; 11995\ichi1738; $84 s 2: 1995s 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 968, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4: 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

In view of § 55-4-201(d), former § 55-4-280 
(Acts 1998, ch. 1120, § 3; impl. am. Acts 1998, 
ch. 1063, §§ 1-3) was deleted as obsolete and 
invalid by the Code Commission in 2000, as the 
American Civil War historical preservation 
plates named in this section did not qualify for 
initial issuance. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 64 provided that the 
provisions of § 55-4-201(f) [now § 55-4-202(f)] 
shall not apply to that act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 65 provided that the 
commissioner of safety is authorized to promul- 
gate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
provisions of that act. All such rules and regu- 
lations shall be promulgated in accordance 
with the provisions of the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 
5. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-309. Tennessee Wildlife Federation. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of the state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Tennessee Wildlife 
Federation new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle autho- 
rized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be designed in consultation with the executive director of the Tennessee 
Wildlife Federation. 

(c) In accordance with § 55-4-301, the funds produced from the sale of the 
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new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee 


Wildlife Federation, to be used in furtherance of that organization’s activities 


in Tennessee. 


History. 
Acts 2005, ch. 506, § 11; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-277. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§:°1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, 8$ 1, 2; 1985,’ch.95,'$7'1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989; ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch; 591,.§ .6;.1990,; ch..872,'§ 15.1990, ch: 897; 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4) 1991,'ch:'209,;'§§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 548, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§$ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 19938, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106;'§ 1; 1993; ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch: 145; § 1; 1993, ch, 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, §:6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 


§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5;/ 1995, ch..5G,$ 1; 1995, ch. 82.488, 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch, 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch, 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§. 1;. 1996, »ch., 854, $§ 1-5;5 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

In chi of g 55-4-201(d) [now § 55-4-202(d)], 
former § 55-4-277 (Acts 1998, ch. 1116, § 3; 
impl. am. Acts 1998, ch. 1063, §§ 1-3) was 
deleted as obsolete and invalid by the Code 
Commission in 2000, as the Tennessee Councils 
of Boy Scouts of America plates named in this 
section did not qualify for initial issuance. 

In view of § 55-4-201(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(c)(1)], former § 55-4-277 (Acts 2002, ch. 
876, § 34) was deleted as obsolete and invalid 
by the Department of Safety in 2004, as the 
Nashville Predators plates named in this sec- 
tion continued to fail to meet the minimum 
requirements for existence. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-310. Tennessee wildlife federation nongame and education pro- 
grams. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Tennessee wildlife federation 
nongame and education programs new specialty earmarked license plate for a 
motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates shall contain the official 
Tennessee wildlife federation logo or other appropriate design representative 
of the organization and shall be designed in consultation with the board of 
directors of the Tennessee wildlife federation. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Tennessee wildlife federation 
nongame and education programs new specialty earmarked license plates 
shall be allocated to the Tennessee wildlife federation in accordance with 
§ 55-4-301. The funds shall be used by the Tennessee wildlife federation 
exclusively in Tennessee to further the organization’s mission to conserve, 
protect, and restore Tennessee’s wildlife and natural resources. 
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History. 
Acts 2008, ch. 1165, § 60; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-319. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 3 of this chapter, concerning 
cultural plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-301 
— 55-4-316 (Acts 1973, ch. 11, §§ 1-7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-466 — 59-471; Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 3-7; 
1987, .ch.,205, $1; 1987,. ch...228,088.013-18; 
1987, ch. 434, §§ 3-9; 1991, ch. 507, § 3; 1992, 
ch, 738, § 1; 1992, ch. 928, § 1; 1993, ch. 381, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 578, § 1; 1994, ch. 652, § 1; 1994, 
ch. 792, § 1; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 15-19; 1994, ch. 


55-4-311. Appalachian Trail. 
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55-4-311 


930, § 4; 1995, ch: 159, §§ 1-6; 1995, ch: 335, 
§ 3; 1996, ch. 983, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 750, § 1; 
1998, ch. 1120, § 4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

In view of § 55-4-201(e) [now § 55-4-202(e)], 
former § 55-4-319 (Acts 2004, ch. 934, § 2) was 
deleted as obsolete and invalid by the code 
commission in 2005, as the Organ Donor 
Awareness plates named in this section did not 
qualify for initial issuance. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an Appalachian Trail new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates shall be designed in consultation 
with the Appalachian Trail Conservancy. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Appalachian Trail new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Appalachian Trail Conser- 
vancy in accordance with § 55-4-301. Notwithstanding § 55-4-202() to the 
contrary, the funds shall be used exclusively to support and assist the 
management of programs and activities for the Appalachian Trail that lies 


either in Tennessee or near the Tennessee-North Carolina border. 


History. 
Acts 2008, ch. 1165, § 12; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-279. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
$§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §$ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95; § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, 8§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch.501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch..591, § 6; 1990; ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 


ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128 Sl L095. ch I4b. S$ Li t99a. ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
8§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 

1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 

J3° 31994. 0h, 909.08. 1:" 19940. ch. 999, 

107, 1995).clr96,:S> 1; 1995, ch, 82, $$! 1) 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-8; 
1995, th. 132, 9 2).1995, ch.173, $8 Ee 2: 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199,,$5 1514995 ychi1835) 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 968, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

In view of § 55-4-201(d) [now § 55-4-202(d)], 
former § 55-4-279 (Acts 1998, ch. 1118, § 3; 
impl. am. Acts 1998, ch. 1063, §§ 1-3) was 


55-4-312 


deleted as obsolete and invalid by the Code 
Commission in 2000, as the AIDS response 
Knoxville (ARK) plates named in this section 
did not qualify for initial issuance. 

In view of § 55-4-201(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(c)(1)], former § 55-4-279 (Acts 2002, ch. 
876, § 38) was deleted as obsolete and invalid 
by the Department of Safety in 2004, as the 
United for America plates named in this section 
continued to fail to meet the minimum require- 
ments for existence. 

Pursuant to § 55-4-201(c)(3) [now § 55-4- 


55-4-312. Share the road. 
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202(c)(3)], former § 55-4-279 (Acts 2006, ch. 
964, § 6) is declared obsolete and invalid by the 
department of revenue in 2007, as the “Tennes- 
see Wildflowers” specialty registration plate did 
not meet the minimum issuance requirements 
of § 55-4-201(b)(3)(B) Inow § 55-4- 
202(b)(3)(B)] within one year of the effective 
date of the authorizing act, which was July 1, 
2006. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) Owners or lessees of motor vehicles who are residents of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a share the road new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The purpose of share the road new specialty earmarked license plates is 
to raise public awareness about bicyclists and their rights on the road and 
traffic safety involving motorists and bicyclists. 

(c) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain an appropriate logo or design. The plates shall be designed in 
consultation with the Jeff Roth Cycling Foundation. Notwithstanding any 
provision of law to the contrary, the new specialty earmarked plates provided 
for in this section shall have until July 1, 2012, to meet the initial issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(¢g)(1). In addition, the new specialty earmarked 
plates provided in this section shall be redesigned in consultation with the Jeff 
Roth Cycling Foundation. Such newly redesigned plate shall be available for 
initial issuance and renewals on or after July 1, 2010. 

(d) The funds produced from the sale of share the road new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Jeff Roth Cycling Founda- 
tion in accordance with § 55-4-301. 


History. 

Acts 2008, ch. 1165, § 10; 2010, ch. 1151, 
§ 27; 2011, ch. 491, § 38; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-276. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
$$. 1, 9; 1985, cha 56, $§ 1; 2; 1985) chs95,8 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172; §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 


ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, $$ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, 8§ 1, 
2: 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, 8§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, $§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, $$ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, 8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, $§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, $§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
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§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1;. 1996, ch. 854,. §§, 1-5;,.1996,. ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, 8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

In view of § 55-4-201(e) [now § 55-4-202(e)], 
former § 55-4-276 (Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 32) 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid by the code 
commission in 2005, as the Memphis Grizzlies 
plates named in this section did not qualify for 
initial issuance. 

Pursuant to § 55-4-201(c)(3) [now § 55-4- 
202(c)(3)], former § 55-4-276 (Acts 2006, ch. 
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964, § 4) is declared obsolete and invalid by the 
department of revenue in 2007, as the “Tennes- 
see Emergency Medical Services Education As- 
sociation (TEMSEA)” specialty registration 
plate did not meet the minimum issuance re- 
quirements of § 55-4-202(b)(3)(B) [now 55-4- 
202(b)(3)(B)] within one year of the effective 
date of the authorizing act, which was July 1, 
2006. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
151, 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-313. Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Friends of Shelby Park and 
Bottoms new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized 
by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be of an appropriate design representative of Shelby Park and Bottoms 
and East Nashville and bear the language “East Nashville” at the bottom of the 
plate. The plates shall be designed in consultation with a representative of the 
Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms, Inc. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms 
new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Friends of 
Shelby Park and Bottoms, Inc., in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall 
be used exclusively to support the organization’s efforts to maintain park 
features, promote educational programs, support recreational activities, en- 
gage visitors, and undertake revitalization efforts within the urban park 
system. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Friends of Shelby Park and 
Bottoms new specialty earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to this 
section has until July 1, 2021, to meet the applicable minimum issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(g)(1). 


Trail State Scenic Trail State Park new spe- 
cialty earmarked plates in this section failed to 
meet the minimum requirements for issuance. 


History. 
Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 5; 2020, ch. 660, § 46. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)I, 
former § 55-4-313 (Acts 2016, ch. 879, § 24; 
2017, ch. 384, § 44; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. 
§ 55-4-336) was deleted as obsolete and invalid 
in 2018, since the Justin P. Wilson Cumberland 


Amendments. 
The 2020 amendment added (d). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-314. Protecting Rivers and Clean Waters. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state upon 
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complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Protecting Rivers and Clean 
Waters new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized 
by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates shall be of an appropriate 
design representative of the protection of rivers and clean waters. The plates 
shall be designed in consultation with the Harpeth Conservancy. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Protecting Rivers and Clean 
Waters new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the 
Harpeth Conservancy, in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used 
for restoring and protecting the ecological health of the Harpeth River and 
clean water in Tennessee. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Protecting Rivers and Clean 
Waters new specialty earmarked license plates authorized by this section shall 
have until July 1, 2015, to meet applicable initial issuance requirements of 
§ 55-4-202(¢)(1). 


§§ 10-12; 2017, ch. 359, § 5; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§§ 46, 49: T.C.A. § 55-4-297. 


History. 
Acts 2013, ch. 484, § 17; 2016, ch. 879, 


55-4-315. Radnor Lake. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Radnor Lake new 
speciality earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The funds derived from the sale of the Radnor Lake new specialty 
earmarked license plates, less the expense the state has incurred in designing 
and manufacturing the plates, shall be allocated to The Friends of Radnor 
Lake in accordance with § 55-4-301. These funds shall be used exclusively to 
protect, preserve and promote the natural integrity of Radnor Lake Natural 
Area in Davidson County. 

(c) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall be 
designed in consultation with the commissioner of environment and conserva- 
tion, commissioner of agriculture, executive director of the Tennessee wildlife 
resources agency and the commissioner of revenue. 


$$ 1.9; 1985, ch. 56, 89.1. 2. 1965. ich oo oS 1, 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1113, § 3; impl. am. Acts 1998, 


ch. 1063, §§ 1-3; Acts 2008, ch. 355, § 61; 2007, 
ch. 484, § 60; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. 
§ 55-4-274, 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 


1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 484, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-8; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-8; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 


249 


1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 19938, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
£25.) §. 1; 1993.) chowl4oy7§ \1: 71993, wh. (236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1998, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993; ch. 529, § 6;.1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995;rchw S44 $$ 1.7237 1995, 4ch.n1 22) $$ 7143; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 178, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
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§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Provisions of Acts 1998, ch. 1113, concerning 
the issuance of cultural and new specialty ear- 
marked registration plates, which conflicted 
with the provisions of Acts 1998, ch. 1063, were 
not codified. For provisions governing the issu- 
ance of such plates and the distribution of fees 
from such issuances, see §§ 55-4-201, 55-4-202, 
55-4-209, 55-4-210 and 55-4-214—55-4-220. 

Acts 2008, ch. 355, § 66 provided that no 


expenditure of public funds pursuant to the act 


ATE ESO SE das TE ri defatted shall be made in violation of the provisions of 


Be ec oe ss Be ae Ons atin al AtthoaC iis Raita Acti OBLLOGE. Ae 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, Fathi : 

§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, Cross-References. 

§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 202, 55-4-208. 


55-4-316. Tennessee Walking Horse. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Tennessee Walking 
Horse new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided in this section shall 
be of the same design as the Tennessee Walking Horse cultural plate autho- 
rized by this section as it existed prior to May 19, 2014, bearing the image of 
or a design depicting the Tennessee Walking Horse. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Tennessee Walking Horse new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee Walking 
Horse Breeders’ and Exhibitors’ Association in accordance with § 55-4-301. 
The funds shall be used to maintain the purity of the breed, to promote greater 
awareness of the Tennessee Walking Horse and its qualities, to encourage 
expansion of the breed and to help assure its general welfare in Tennessee. 

(d) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any person issued a Tennessee 
Walking Horse cultural license plate authorized by this section prior to May 
19, 2014, shall be entitled to retain such license plate for vehicular use upon 
compliance with all motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of 
motor vehicles and payment of all required fees. All such plates shall be 
considered new specialty earmarked plates upon their first renewal after May 
19, 2014. 

(e) This section shall apply to the initial issuance and renewal of all 
Tennessee Walking Horse license plates on or after May 19, 2014. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2014, ch. 941, § 16; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-259. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 


The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— §5-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§. 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 4384, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
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781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. §§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, 8§ 1-3; 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch.501,§ 1;1989, 1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, 8§ 1-3; §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, 8§ 1,2; §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; § 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72;1993, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. §§ 1-4: 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, gg 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
$§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 15 1998, ch. 446, §§ 15: 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4), 

§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 

§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, Cross-References. 

§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-317. Animal friendly. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an “Animal Friendly” new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain an appropriate image, design or logo that depicts an animal or animals 
and indicates support for animal welfare. 

(c)(1)(A) The funds produced from the sale of “Animal Friendly” new 
specialty earmarked license plates, pursuant to § 55-4-301 shall be 
deposited in a special fund in the general fund to be used exclusively for 
grants to nonprofit organizations or governmental agencies to provide 
low-cost spaying and neutering of unsterilized animals to prevent and/or 
reduce animal overpopulation as well as funding to defray costs incurred 
by the department of agriculture associated with the licensing of dog and 
cat dealers pursuant to title 44, chapter 17, part 1, not to exceed eighty 
thousand dollars ($80,000) per year and not to be available to the 
department for such purposes after July 1, 2004. It is the intent of the 
general assembly that the department sustain a grant program to spay 
and neuter clinics in fiscal years 2003 and 2004 that at least approximates 
the level of grant allocations in fiscal year 2002 subject to satisfactory 
qualifications of the respective applicants. 

(B) During the first fiscal year in which revenues derived from the fees 
collected pursuant to title 44, chapter 17, part 1, exceed one hundred 
thirty thousand dollars ($130,000), the department of agriculture shall 
allocate all the revenues in excess of one hundred thirty thousand dollars 
($130,000) to the animal population control endowment fund. The depart- 
ment of agriculture shall continue the procedure outlined in the preceding 
sentence during subsequent fiscal years until such time as the department 
has made reimbursements to the animal population control endowment 
fund in a total amount of one hundred sixty thousand dollars ($160,000). 
The commissioner of agriculture is authorized to make grants to eligible 
organizations to operate animal sterilization programs from moneys 
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available in the special fund. 

(2) There is established a general fund reserve to be allocated by the 
general appropriations act which shall be known as the “animal population 
control endowment fund.” Moneys from the fund may be expended to fund 
activities authorized by this section. Any revenues deposited in this reserve 
shall remain in the reserve until expended for purposes consistent with this 
section, and shall not revert to the general fund on any June 30. Any excess 
revenues on interest earned by the revenues shall not revert on any June 30, 
but shall remain available for appropriation in subsequent fiscal years. Any 
appropriation from this reserve shall not revert to the general fund on any 
June 30, but shall remain available for expenditure in subsequent fiscal 
years. 

(3) All revenues produced from the sale and renewal of the new specialty 
earmarked plates authorized by this section shall be allocated in accordance 
with § 55-4-301. 

(d) “Animal Friendly” new specialty earmarked license plates shall bear the 
legend “Spay/Neuter”; provided, that plates bearing the legend “Spay/Neuter” 
shall only be issued after existing supplies of animal friendly plates are 
exhausted through routine issuance or reissuance. 


History. 

Acts 1999, ch. 42, § 2; 2002, ch. 774, $$ 7, 8; 
2012, ch. 1022, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. 
§ 55-4-290. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— §5-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
eed, 0; 1960, Cit. 00, So 1, 2; 1900, En. 95, '9” 1 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, $$ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch.501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 59f, § 6: 1990, ch. 8713 .1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §$ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 548, §§ 1, 2; 


55-4-318. Save the Bees. 


1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


128 199s) ch. a Ss de 190s, Cho 230) 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3: 1993, ch." '529,)8), 65> 1994... ch. 624, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
bo to; WISE ss rehi  Goe Ng ls 1994 Teh. (999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § L: 1995, ch. 82, 8§ 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84, OD FB 1995, ie 122. $§ 1-3: 
1995, ch. 132, > lp 1995, ch. 173, 99 (1.2: 1998) 
ch. 195, Srl; 1995, ch. 199, a 1995, che B35, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §$ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-2038. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Save the Bees new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall contain the official logo or other design representative of Honeybee 
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Tennessee. Such plates shall be designed in consultation with a representative 
of Honeybee Tennessee. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Save the Bees new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to Honeybee Tennessee in accor- 
dance with § 55-4-301. Such funds shall be used exclusively to support the 
organization’s mission to educate the community on the importance of honey- 
bees, including providing funding for local schools and camps for the appro- 
priate equipment and educational materials needed for beekeeping. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Save the Bees new specialty 
earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to this section shall have until 
July 1, 2019, to meet the applicable minimum issuance requirements of 
§ 55-4-202(¢)(1). 


History. 
Acts 2017, ch. 384, § 2; 2018, ch. 1023, §§ 45, 
49; T.C.A. § 55-4-230. 


55-4-319. [Obsolete.] 


In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-319 
(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 27) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2020, since the Service Dogs 


55-4-320. [Obsolete. | 


Compiler’s Notes. 
In view of § 55-4-202(g¢), former § 55-4-320 
(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 9) was deleted as obsolete 


new specialty earmarked plates in this section 
failed to meet the minimum requirements for 
issuance. 


lumbus new specialty earmarked plates in this 
section failed to meet the minimum require- 
ments for issuance. 


and invalid in 2020, since the Knights of Co- 


55-4-321. Civil War Preservation. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Civil War Preservation new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates shall be of an appropriate 
design to commemorate the historical and cultural significance of the Ameri- 
can Civil War. The plates shall be designed in consultation with the Tennessee 
Civil War Preservation Association. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Civil War Preservation new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee Civil 
War Preservation Association in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall 
be used for Tennessee Civil War battlefield preservation and interpretation, 
and for planning and implementation of Tennessee’s Civil War sesquicenten- 
nial commemoration and activities. 

(d) The Civil War Preservation new specialty earmarked license plate shall 
be deemed the official license plate for the Tennessee Civil War sesquicenten- 
nial commemoration. 

(e) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Civil War Preservation new spe- 
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cialty earmarked license plates authorized for issuance pursuant to this 
section shall have until July 1, 2013, to meet applicable initial issuance 


requirements of § 55-4-202(¢)(1). 


History. 

Acts 2007, ch. 604, § 23; 2008, ch. 1165, § 40; 
2009, ch. 589, §§ 44, 45; 2011, ch. 491, § 30; 
2012, ch. 782, § 3; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. 
§ 55-4-293. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch.'56, §§ 1; 2;'1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991 ;'ch. 482; §$°1-12; 1992, ch. 543,’ §$'1, 2; 
1992, ch.~7387,§§ 1-3;..1992;-ch.’ 846,"'§§. 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 19938, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128,, § 1; "1993, 'ch..'145,.'§ 1; 1993, ‘ch. :236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 


§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, 8§ 1, 2; 
1995, chy 84,.§§ 1, 2: 1995, ch, 122, §§ 1-3: 
WIV KEN. 132, ya, LOI CH. 113, So 1, 2; 1995, 
ehyi195)°§ 23/1995) ch: '199))§ (15.1995) ch..335, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, 8§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

In view of § 55-4-201(d) [now § 55-4-202(d)], 
former § 55-4-293 (Acts 1999, ch. 1382, § 3) was 
deleted as obsolete and invalid by the Code 
Commission in 2000, as the Prince Hall Masons 
plates named in this section did not qualify for 
initial issuance. 

In view of § 55-4-201(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(c)(1)], former § 55-4-293 (Acts 2002, ch. 
876, § 62) was deleted as obsolete and invalid 
by the Department of Safety in 2004, as the 
Tennessee valley authority 70th anniversary 
plates named in this section continued to fail to 
meet the minimum requirements for existence. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2009, ch. 589. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-322. Sons of Confederate Veterans. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Sons of Confederate 
Veterans new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized 
by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be of the colors and contain the logo of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 
These plates shall be designed in consultation with the commander of the 
Tennessee Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Sons of Confederate Veterans new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee Division 
of Sons of Confederate Veterans in accordance with § 55-4-301. 

(d)(1) Subject to the requirements of § 55-4-202, the commissioner is 

authorized and shall issue a registration plate to an owner or lessee of a 

motorcycle who is otherwise eligible for a Sons of Confederate Veterans new 

specialty earmarked license plate; provided, however, that the owner or 
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lessee shall comply with the state motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motorcycles and shall pay the regular fee applicable to ~ 
motorcycles and the applicable fee specified in § 55-4-204 prior to the 


issuance of the plate. 


(2) The motorcycle plates authorized by this section shall be substantially 
the same in design and configuration, allowing for variations due to size 
restrictions, as the regular motor vehicle registration plates authorized by 


§ 55-4-203(c)(7), as applicable. 


(e) For the purposes of § 55-4-202(g)(1), all license plates authorized or 
issued pursuant to subsections (a) and (d) shall be included jointly in any 
determinations for initial issuance and continuation of issuance. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 22; 2012, ch. 553, § 1; 
2018, ch. 1028, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-257. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9;,1985, ch. 56, $§. 1,.2;,1985, ch, 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch: 158, §) 1;'1989, ch. 501,,.§,1;,1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, 8§ 1-12; 1992,.ch. 5438) $8) 2, 2: 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992; ch.'1008; §§ 1,2; 1993, ch: 66, $ 72;'1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993; ch. 
128, § 1; 1993,.ch:.145,.§ 1;,,1993, ch...236, 
8§ 1-6: 1993. ch). S04. S81.) (1998 ch daw. 
§§ 1-38; 1993, ch."'529, "§"6; 1994, "ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 


§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch.) 84; $§:1, 2;°1995) ch. 122) §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch., 132, $ 2; 1995, ch: 178, §§ +1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 195, §)1; 1995,'ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§\ 1; .1996,:..ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996,; ch: 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

In view of § 55-4-201(d) [now § 55-4-202(d)], 
former § 55-4-257 (Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1) 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid by the Code 
Commission in 2000, as the Tennessee state 
employees association member plates named in 
this section did not qualify for initial issuance. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 64 provided that the 
provisions of § 55-4-201(f) [now § 55-4- 
202(f)|shall not apply to that act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 65 provided that the 
commissioner of safety is authorized to promul- 
gate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
provisions of that act. All such rules and regu- 
lations shall be promulgated in accordance 
with the provisions of the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 
ay 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-323. Friends of Sycamore Shoals Historic Area, Inc. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Friends of Sycamore 
Shoals Historic Area, Inc., new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor 
vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates shall be of an appropriate 
design representative of the Gadsden flag, and shall include the language 
“Don’t Tread on Me.” Such plates shall be designed in consultation with 
representatives of the Friends of Sycamore Shoals Historic Area, Inc. 
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(c) The funds produced from the sale of Friends of Sycamore Shoals Historic 
Area, Inc. new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the 
Friends of Sycamore Shoals Historic Area, Inc., in accordance with § 55-4-301. 
The funds shall be used to support and promote the Sycamore Shoals State 
Park in Elizabethton, Tennessee, including, but not limited to, assisting in the 
development, maintenance, and presentation of the park’s grounds and struc- 
tures. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Friends of Sycamore Shoals His- 
toric Area, Inc., new specialty earmarked license plates authorized pursuant to 
this section shall have until July 1, 2017, to meet the applicable minimum 
issuance requirements of § 55-4-202(¢)(1). 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 383, § 34; 2016, ch. 879, § 42; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-327. 


55-4-324. Support Our Troops. 


(a) Owners or lessees of motor vehicles who are residents of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Support Our Troops new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain a pictorial representation of a soldier and a child in an appropriate 
design. The plates shall be designed in consultation with the board of directors 
of Support Our Troops, Inc. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Support Our Troops new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to Support Our Troops, Inc., in 
accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used exclusively to operate 
such organization’s programs and activities in this state. 


History. 
- Acts 2009, ch. 589, § 27; 2017, ch. 359, § 5; 
2018, ch. 1028, § 49. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 3 of this chapter, concerning 
cultural plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-301 
— 55-4-316 (Acts 19738, ch. 11, §§ 1-7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-466 — 59-471; Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 3-7; 
P9512 Co, 200, 8. 1. 1987) ch. 228. 88. 13.15; 


1987, ch. 434, §§ 3-9; 1991, ch. 507, § 3; 1992, 
ch.’738, § 1; 1992, ch. 928, § 1; 1993, ch. 381, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 578, § 1; 1994, ch. 652, § 1; 1994, 
cht '792,'§ '1;,1994; ch, 879;,$§) 15-19; 1994, ch. 
930, § 4; 1995, ch. 159, §§ 1-6; 1995, ch. 335, 
§ 3; 1996, ch. 983, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 750, § 1; 
1998, ch. 1120, § 4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2009, ch. 589. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-325. Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who is a current member of the Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association, upon comply- 
ing with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor 
vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and the fee 
provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association 
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new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b)(1) The application for these license plates shall be accompanied by the 

current year’s membership card from the Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association, 

certifying the applicant to be a member of the organization. If renewed by 
mail, the renewal shall be accompanied by a copy of the member’s current 
year Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association membership card. 

(2) Only paid sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, sheriff's office employees and their 
spouses; retired sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, sheriffs office employees in good 
standing and their spouses; and Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association employees 
and their spouses who are members of the Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association 
shall be permitted to receive the license plates. 

(c) The new, specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall bear the inscription “TENNESSEE SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION” or 
“TSA” and an appropriate standardized insignia of the organization. 

(d)(1) If any individual does not comply with subdivision (b)(2), the appli- 

cant to whom a registration plate has been issued pursuant to this section 

shall surrender the plate to the county clerk of the county of the applicant’s 
residence within thirty (30) days of noncompliance. 

(2) The Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association shall provide biannually to the 
department the names and addresses of any persons who have terminated 
their membership in the Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association, together with any 
other identifying information as the commissioner may require. 

(3) The Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association shall provide quarterly to each 
sheriffs office a list of current plate holders for verification of employment, 
retiree in good standing, and spouses. 

(e) Subject to the requirements of § 55-4-202, the commissioner is autho- 
rized and shall issue a license plate to an owner or lessee of a motorcycle who 
is otherwise eligible for a Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association plate; provided, 
however, that the owner or lessee shall comply with the state motor vehicle 
laws relating to registration and licensing of motorcycles and shall pay the 
regular fee applicable to motorcycles and the applicable fee specified in 
§ 55-4-204 prior to the issuance of the plate. 

(f) Funds produced from the sale of Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee Sheriffs’ 
Association Charitable Foundations in accordance with § 55-4-301. 

(g) For the purposes of § 55-4-202(¢)(1), all license plates authorized or 
issued pursuant to subsections (a) and (e) shall be jointly included in any 
determinations for initial issuance and continuation of issuance. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 2012, ch. 749, § 2; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
T.C.A. § 55-4-367. 202, 55-4-2038. 


55-4-326. Fraternal Order of Police members. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who is certified as a member or associate member of the Fraternal Order of 
Police, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
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and licensing of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the 
motor vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a 
Fraternal Order of Police new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor 
vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b)(1) The application for such registration plates shall be accompanied by a 

copy of an active membership card or a statement from the Fraternal Order 

of Police certifying the applicant to be a member or associate member of the 
organization. 

(2) Only members and associate members of the Fraternal Order of Police 
or their spouses and shall be permitted to receive the registration plates. 
(c) The registration plates provided for in this section shall be of the same 

design as the Fraternal Order of Police plates authorized and issued prior to 
July 1, 2011, and shall bear the inscription “FRATERNAL ORDER OF 
POLICE” or “FOP” and an appropriate standardized insignia of the organiza- 
tion. For applicants who are associate members of the Fraternal Order of 
Police, the Fraternal Order of Police plates, the strip along the bottom of the 
license plate shall also bear the language “ASSOCIATE MEMBER.” 

(d)(1) Within thirty (80) days of terminating membership or associate 

membership in the Fraternal Order of Police, an applicant to whom a 

registration plate has been issued pursuant to this section shall surrender 

the plate to the county clerk of the county of the applicant’s residence. 

(2) The Fraternal Order of Police shall provide biannually to the depart- 
ment the names and addresses of any persons who have terminated their 
membership or associate membership in the Fraternal Order of Police, 
together with any other identifying information as the commissioner may 
require. 

(e) The commissioner is authorized and shall issue a registration plate to an 
owner or lessee of a motorcycle who is otherwise eligible for a Fraternal Order 
of Police plate; provided, however, that the owner or lessee shall comply with 
the state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor- 
cycles and shall pay the regular fee applicable to motorcycles and the 
applicable fee specified in § 55-4-204 prior to the issuance of the plate. 

(f) Funds produced from the sale of Fraternal Order of Police specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee Fraternal Order 
of Police Charitable Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301. 

(g) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any person issued a Fraternal 
Order of Police license plate prior to July 1, 2011, shall be entitled to retain the 
license plate for vehicular use upon compliance with all motor vehicle laws 
relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles and payment of all 
required fees. Such plates shall be considered Fraternal Order of Police 
specialty earmarked plates upon their first renewal on or after July 1, 2011, 
upon the applicant’s designation. 

(h) For the purposes of § 55-4-202(¢)(1), all license plates authorized or 
issued pursuant to subsections (a), (e) and (g) shall be jointly included in any 
determinations for initial issuance and continuation of issuance. If Fraternal 
Order of Police specialty earmarked plates are subsequently deemed obsolete 
pursuant to § 55-4-202(¢g)(1), such determination shall also apply to all 
Fraternal Order of Police license plates issued prior to July 1, 2011. 


55-4-327 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2001, ch. 233, § 8; 
2009, ch. 589, § 21; 2011, ch. 491, § 40; 2018, 
ch. 1028, §§ 26-28, 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-245. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

The division of motor vehicles was trans- 
ferred from the department of revenue to the 
department of safety by Executive Order No. 37 
(June 29, 1990). 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1068, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §$ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 91, 23,1985, ch..95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 171989, ch. 158, §. 1; 1989, chx501, $1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
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1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 5438, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 787, §§ 1-38; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1998, ch. 
128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6;, 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-8; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132,.8, 2:,1995, eh. 173, $$. 142° 1995, 
Ch."195,°S" P1995" en Too gs iy 1908, cH. ooo, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2009, ch. 589. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-327. International Association of Firefighters. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of Tennessee, and 
who is certified a member of the International Association of Firefighters, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an International Association 
of Firefighters new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The application for these new specialty earmarked plates shall be 
accompanied by proof, satisfactory to the commissioner, certifying the appli- 
cant to be a member of the International Association of Firefighters. 

(c) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain the logo of the International Association of Firefighters, and shall be 
designed in consultation with the executive director of the Tennessee chapter 
of the International Association of Firefighters. 

(d) Funds produced from the sale of International Association of Firefighters 
new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee 
Firefighters Emergency Relief Fund, in accordance with § 55-4-301. 

(e) An International Association of Firefighters new specialty earmarked 
license plate shall not convey any rights or privileges to the driver of a motor 
vehicle upon which the plates are displayed. No driver or passenger of a motor 
vehicle shall engage in any firefighting or emergency services situation, unless 
the person is otherwise authorized by law to perform those duties. 

(f) Subject to the requirements of § 55-4-202, the commissioner is autho- 
rized and shall issue a license plate to an owner or lessee of a motorcycle who 
is otherwise eligible for an International Association of Firefighters new 
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specialty earmarked license plate; provided, however, that the owner or lessee 
shall comply with the state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motorcycles and shall pay the regular fee applicable to motorcycles 
and the applicable fee specified in § 55-4-204 prior to the issuance of the plate. 

(g) For the purposes of § 55-4-202(¢)(1), all license plates authorized or 


issued pursuant to subsections (a) and (f) shall be included jointly in any 


determinations for initial issuance and continuation of issuance. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2005, ch. 506, § 9; 
2010, ch. 1151, § 2; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. 
§ 55-4-260. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
Be aL. o. 1985, Ch. 06,99], 2: 1985) ‘ch’ 95> $° 1: 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2;1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch, 737; §§ 1-3; ‘1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 


55-4-328. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 
In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-328 


ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


S2he 981: 19930 ch. 245.086 1: 1 9938.,.che 286, 
8$7 1-6; 1993 ).ch.' 314; §:°1;"'1993;' ch. 446, 
§§. 1-37) 1993) cichy 529,\$6;):1994)°ch., 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-8; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch:82, §§: 1, 2; 


1995, ch. B4.. 88.91) 2: 1995 teh), 22) 1 §§y'1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch..173, §§ 1,,2; 1995, 
eh. 195, §)15°1995 "cho-199)"9 (151995, ch:'335, 
§§ 1, 2;.1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3;,1996,.ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
$°1; 1996,’ ch.’ 854, $$’1-5; 1996, ch.’ 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
1151. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


Eastern Star new specialty earmarked plates 
in this section failed to meet the minimum 


(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 37) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2020, since the Order of The 


requirements for issuance. 


55-4-329. Masons. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of Tennessee, 
upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor 
vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Masons new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The application for the new specialty earmarked plates shall be accom- 
panied by proof, satisfactory to the commissioner, certifying that the applicant 
is a member, or the spouse of a member, of the Free and Accepted Masons. 

(c) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain the logo of the Free and Accepted Masons and shall be designed in 
consultation with the Grand Lodge of the Free and Accepted Masons of the 
state of Tennessee. 
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(d)(1) Subject to the requirements of § 55-4-202, the commissioner is 
authorized and shall issue a registration plate to an owner or lessee of a 
motorcycle who is otherwise eligible for a Masons new specialty earmarked 
license plate; provided, however, that the owner or lessee shall comply with 
the state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of 
motorcycles and shall pay the regular fee applicable to motorcycles and the 
applicable fee specified in § 55-4-204 prior to the issuance of the plate. 

(2) The motorcycle plates authorized by this section shall be substantially 
the same in design and configuration, allowing for variations due to size 
restrictions, as the regular motor vehicle registration plates authorized by 
§ 55-4-203(c)(7), as applicable. 

(e) Funds produced from the sale of the Masons new specialty earmarked 
license plates shall be allocated to the Masonic Widows’ and Orphans’ Home of 
Tennessee fund in accordance with § 55-4-301. 

(f) Upon the death of the spouse who was entitled to receive the Masons new 
specialty earmarked license plate, the widow shall be entitled to receive a 
Masons new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle owned or 
leased by such widow, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating 
to registration and licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee 
applicable to the motor vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204. The 
application shall be accompanied by a copy of the death certificate. 


History. 

Acts 2006, ch. 911, § 3; 2008, ch. 1165, § 18; 
2018, ch. 484, § 11; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. 
§ 55-4-248; Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

In view of § 55-4-201(e) [now § 55-4-202(e)], 
former § 55-4-248 (Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 16) 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid by the code 
commission in 2005, as the Memphis Zoo plates 
named in this section did not qualify for initial 
issuance. 


Acts 2006, ch. 911, § 4. provided that this 
section applies to the issuance and renewal of 
all Masons license plates on or after July 1, 
2006. 


Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment inserted “, or the 
spouse of a member,” following “certifying that 
the applicant is a member” in (b). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 


202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-330. Historic Franklin. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an Historic Franklin new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates shall be of an appropriate 
design representative of historic Franklin, Williamson County, Tennessee, and 
shall include the language “Historic Franklin.” The plates shall be designed in 
consultation with Franklin Tomorrow, Inc. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Historic Franklin new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to Franklin Tomorrow, Inc., in 
accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used exclusively for Franklin 
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Tomorrow’s community-wide effort to create and implement a shared vision for 


the future of Franklin, Tennessee. 


(d) Notwithstanding the time limitations of § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Historic 
Franklin new specialty earmarked license plates, authorized for issuance 
pursuant to this section, shall have until July 1, 2009, to meet the applicable 
minimum issuance requirements of § 55-4-202(¢)(1). 


History. 
Acts 2007, ch. 604, § 25; 2008, ch. 1165, § 61; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-294. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 186, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch,'482; §$ 1-12; 1992, ch. 548, §§ °1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 19938, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
12878" 15.1993, ch. 1455 .$ T1993." ch. 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-8; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 


55-4-331. [Obsolete.]| 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-331 
(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 20) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2020, since the Germantown 


55-4-332. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-332 
(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 7) was deleted as obsolete 
and invalid in 2020, since the Greene County 


55-4-333. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 
In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-333 
(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 22) was deleted as obso- 


§§ 1-3; 1994,. ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch: 999, 
$§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, $$, 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, '§§$ 1-8; 
1995, ch. 132,.§ 2; 1995,-ch. 173, §§ 1} 2; 1995, 
ch, 195, §,1; 1995, ch: 199, § 121995, ch. 335, 
§$ 1, 21995, ch, 399, $§ 1-3;°1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, 8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4), 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 

In view of § 55-4-201(d) [now § 55-4-202(d)], 
former § 55-4-294 (Acts 1999, ch. 281, § 2) was 
deleted as obsolete and invalid by the Code 
Commission in 2000, as the Adult Baseball 
League Association plates named in this sec- 
tion did not qualify for initial issuance. 

In view of § 55-4-201(c)(1) [now § 55-4- 
202(c)(1)], former § 55-4-294 (Acts 2003, ch. 
130, § 2) was deleted as obsolete and invalid by 
the Department of Safety in 2004, as the nurses 
plates named in this section continued to fail to 
meet the minimum requirements for existence. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-2038. 


Charity Horse Show new specialty earmarked 
plates in this section failed to meet the mini- 
mum requirements for issuance. 


School System new specialty earmarked plates 
in this section failed to meet the minimum 
requirements for issuance. 


lete and invalid in 2020, since the Whitehaven 
High School new specialty earmarked plates in 
this section failed to meet the minimum re- 
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quirements for issuance. 


55-4-334. Tennessee Titans. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Tennessee Titans new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
bear the official colors and logo of the Tennessee Titans National Football 
League (NFL) team and shall include the language “TITANS?” in an appropri- 
ate design. The design of the plates shall be subject to the approval of the 
Tennessee Titans and the NFL, and shall additionally afford the trademark 
protection as the Tennessee Titans and the NFL shall require as otherwise 
permitted by law. | 

(c) In accordance with § 55-4-301, the funds produced from the sale of the 
Tennessee Titans new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to 
the Tennessee Titans Foundation to be distributed in equal shares to the 
following organizations within thirty (30) days of allocation in the name of the 
Tennessee Titans Foundation and the state of Tennessee from the sale of 
specialty license plates: 

(1) Camp Discovery; 

(2) Jason Foundation; 

(3) Boy Scouts of Tennessee; 

(4) Girl Scouts of Tennessee; 

(5) Boys & Girls Club of Tennessee; 

(6) St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital; 

(7) Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital; 

(8) Baptist Hospital Maternity/Birthing Center; 

(9) Tennessee State University Scholarship Fund; and 
(10) Fisk University Scholarship Fund. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 30; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-275. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
$§ “1, 9; 1985; chr b6yS9 ele: 1985 ens es de 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 


§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, §.1;,1993, chi -146,78" 1771993 ch. 235, 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
8§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§$°1-3; 91994;) ch, 959,» §)1; 1994, /:ch:. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132, § 2;'1995, ‘ch. 173,°§$ "1; 2; 1995, 
ch, 195; § 1;,1995) ch.«199,.§ 15.1995, ch. 336, 
8§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
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§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 64 provided that the 
provisions of § 55-4-201(f) [now § 55-4-202(f)] 
shall not apply to that act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 65 provided that the 
commissioner of safety is authorized to promul- 


55-4-335. Nashville Predators. 


REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
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gate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
provisions of that act. All such rules and regu- 
lations shall be promulgated in accordance 
with the provisions of the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 
5, 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Nashville Predators new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates shall be designed in consul- 
tation with an executive of the Nashville Predators. 

(c) In accordance with § 55-4-301, the funds produced from the sale of these 
new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Nashville 
Predators Foundation to be used in furtherance of the organization’s activities 


in this state. 


History. 
Acts 2007, ch. 604, § 16; 2008, ch. 1165, § 56; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-291. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
Men, 92.1900, Ch, 00, .88 1y.4; 1950,cH. Yb, § oT: 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch:.434,.§ 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1;:1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §$ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 548, 8§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§.1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 


55-4-336. Memphis Grizzlies. 


ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 19938, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
198 6S ole 1905 ch. tay. 8.1) 199377 eh 256; 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§' 1-3» 1993>'ch. (529, § 6; 1994, ch) 624, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-38; 1994, ch. 879, 8§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
861-3; 1994)chit959)."§. 1; 19943, ‘eh... 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, $1; 1995, ch. '82, $$ 1, 2; 
1995,ch. 84,:§§ 1, 2;.1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995. chi 82) $925 1095) ch. 173. S8e 192; 1995, 
ch. 195, §° 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1;°1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-38; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, 8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§.1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4), 

For thé Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 


complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Memphis Grizzlies new 
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specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) Such new specialty earmarked license plates shall contain the logo or 
other appropriate design representative of the Memphis Grizzlies. The plates 
shall be designed in consultation with the Memphis Grizzlies organization. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Memphis Grizzlies new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Memphis Grizzlies Chari- 
table Foundation, in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used by 
the Foundation for its educational and mentoring programs and initiatives in 
Tennessee. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Memphis Grizzlies new specialty 
earmarked license plates authorized by this section shall have until July 1, 
2015, to meet applicable initial issuance requirements of § 55-4-202(g)(1). 


History. 
Acts 2014,: ch. 941,"§ 10; 2018, ch./*°1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-312. 


55-4-337. [Transferred.] 


Code Commission Notes. Former § 55-4- 232 in 2020 by authority of the Code Commis- 
337, Antique Auto, was transferred to § 55-4- _ sion. 


55-4-338. University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers’ NCAA National 
Championships. 


(a)(1) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, 
upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor 
vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a University 
of Tennessee Lady Volunteers’ NCAA National Championships new specialty 
earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle as authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(2) The purpose of the new specialty earmarked plates is to commemorate 

and celebrate the University of Tennessee Lady Volunteer Basketball Team’s 
three (3) consecutive NCAA Division 1 Women’s Basketball Championships 
in 1996, 1997 and 1998. The new specially earmarked plates shall also 
commemorate the fourth consecutive NCAA Division 1 Women’s Basketball 
Championship if the University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers win the 
championship in 1999. The new specialty earmarked plates shall also 
commemorate the NCAA Division I Women’s Basketball Championship won 
by the University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers in 2007, which marks the 
team’s seventh national championship. The new specialty earmarked plates 
shall also commemorate the NCAA Division I Women’s Basketball Champi- 
onship won by the University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers in 2008, which 
marks the team’s eighth national championship. 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain the colors and logo of the University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers, and 
shall include the language “LADY VOLS NATIONAL CHAMPIONS?” in an 
appropriate design. The plates shall be designed in consultation with the 
president of the University of Tennessee system. 

(c)(1) The funds produced from the sale of the new specialty earmarked 
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license plates, less the expense the state has incurred in designing and 
manufacturing the plates, shall be appropriated to the University of Ten- 
nessee at Knoxville women’s athletics department in accordance with 
§ 55-4-301. The funds shall be earmarked to be used exclusively to fund 
scholarships for women’s athletics at the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville. 

(2) The funds may only be expended to fund activities authorized by this 
section. Any funds appropriated to the University of Tennessee pursuant to 
this section shall remain in reserve until expended for purposes consistent 
with this section, and shall not revert to the general fund on any June 30. 
Any interest earned on moneys appropriated to the University of Tennessee 
pursuant to this section shall not revert on any June 30, but shall remain 


available for appropriation in subsequent fiscal years. 


History. 

Acts 1999, ch. 290, § 2; 2007, ch. 604, §§ 36, 
37; 2008, ch. 1007, § 10; 2018, ch. 1028, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-295. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
$§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1; 2; 1985; ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1;1989; ch. 158, $ 15:1989) ch. 501,)'§ 1;:1989, 
eh. 5918) 6; 1990; ch: 871; 8 15-1990, ch:897; 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, chy 244:$§ 1, 2; 1991;\ch..450,.§§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543,:.§§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-8; 


1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
128, § +1; 1993)? ch" 145,°§ 1; 1993; ch: 236, 
O60 -65 91993 )) chi .gi4,) $11 993. chy (446: 
$9) )1-33). 1993. ch: 529.) §..63)\ 1994. eh" 624: 
$$ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 132,823 1995, ch.’ 1473, §§- 1)2; 1995, 
ch.195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
8§ 1,°2; 1995; ch..399, §§ 1-3; 1996; ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-339. University of Tennessee National Championship. 


(a)(1) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, 
upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor 
vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a University 
of Tennessee National Championship new specialty earmarked license plate 
for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(2) The purpose of the new specialty earmarked plates is to commemorate 
and celebrate the University of Tennessee Volunteer football team’s victory 
in the 1999 Fiesta Bowl and capture of the 1998-1999 National Champion- 
ship. 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain the colors and logo of the University of Tennessee Volunteers, and shall 
include the language “UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE NATIONAL CHAMPI- 


55-4-340 
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ONS” in an appropriate design. The plates shall be designed in consultation 
with the president of the University of Tennessee system. 


(c)(1) The funds produced from the sale of the University of Tennessee 
National Championship new specialty earmarked license plates, less the 
expense the state has incurred in designing and manufacturing the plates, 
shall be appropriated to the University of Tennessee in accordance with 
§ 55-4-301. The funds shall be deposited in the University of Tennessee- 
Knoxville general scholarship fund and shall be used exclusively to fulfill the 
academic mission of the University of Tennessee-Knoxville. 

(2) The funds may only be expended to fund activities authorized by this 
section. Any funds appropriated to the University of Tennessee pursuant to 
this section shall remain in reserve until expended for purposes consistent 
with this section, and shall not revert to the general fund on any June 30. 
Any interest earned on moneys appropriated to the University of Tennessee 
pursuant to this section shall not revert on any June 30, but shall remain 


available for appropriation in subsequent fiscal years. 


History. 
Acts 1999, ch. 416, § 2; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-299. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
§§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56,.§§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch: 575, §,1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989;.ch.501,.§ 11989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2 1991 ch,'244,.8$ 1, 2) [991 ch. 450, $8) 1-3: 
1991, ch. 482, $§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2: 
1992; ch)’ 737, $$. 1-3; 1992) ch." 846,"$$ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1998, ch. 106, § 1; 1993; ch. 
128), $'4;.51993, ‘chy 14537§ | 3911993,.chi’ 236, 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 


1-3 

1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
1-3; 1994, ch. 959, § 1; ‘1994; ‘ch. 999, 
$$ 1-5;'1995; ch.’56,'$: 1; 1995; 'ch?'82,"$$ 1) 2: 
1995,! ¢h''84,' $912) T995} chi 1122)" §§ 13; 
1995, ch. 182) § 2; 1995) chi 173,'8$ 1027 1998) 
ch"195, $ “1 1995; ‘ch: '199,'$' 1;°1995, ch°335, 
§§ 1,'2; 1995, ‘ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§'1; 1996, ch: 854, §§ 1-5; 1996; ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Former § 55-4-299, concerning rules and 
regulations to effectuate the purposes of this 
part, was transferred to be § 55-4-205(b) [now 
§ 55-4-206(b)] in 1999. 


Cross-References. 

Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 

Rules and regulations to require compliance 
with state laws regarding operation of motor 
vehicles, prior to issuance of special, etc., 
plates, § 55-4-206. 


55-4-340. Alumni Program of University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an Alumni Program of the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville new specialty earmarked license plate for a 
motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be of an appropriate design representative of the University of Tennessee, 
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Knoxville. The plates shall be designed in consultation with the chancellor of 
the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Alumni Program of the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated 
to the University of Tennessee in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall 
be used exclusively to support student scholarships and student success 
initiatives at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 

(d) An application form for the new specialty earmarked license plate 
provided for in this section must provide the applicant the option to instruct 
the department to provide the applicant’s name, contact information, and 
renewal date to the University of Tennessee for the sole purposes of alumni 
relations, development, and institutional reporting. Based upon the appli- 
cant’s consent as indicated on the application, the department is authorized to 
transmit applicant information for the new specialty earmarked license plate 
to the University of Tennessee. The department shall provide this information 
to the University of Tennessee no less than twice per calendar year. 


deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 since 
the Ohio State University new specialty ear- 
marked plates in this section failed to meet the 


History. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 3. 


Compiler’s Notes. 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)], 
former § 55-4-340 (Acts 2015, ch. 383, § 40; 
2016, ch. 879, § 41; 2017, ch. 384, § 48; 2018, 
ch. 1023, §§ 42, 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-331) was 


minimum requirements for issuance. 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-341. University of Tennessee Health Science Center. [Effective 
until November 1, 2020. See version effective November 1, 
2020.] 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a University of Tennessee 
Health Science Center new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor 
vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be of an appropriate design representative of the University of Tennessee 
Health Science Center. The plates shall be designed in consultation with a 
representative of the University of Tennessee Health Science Center, office of 
communications and marketing. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the 
University of Tennessee Health Science Center in accordance with § 55-4-301. 
The funds shall be used exclusively to support educational outreach. 


History. 
Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 31. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(¢)], 
former § 55-4-341 (Acts 2017, ch. 384, § 12; 


2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-285) was 
deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2018, since 
the Baylor School new specialty earmarked 
plates in this section failed to meet the mini- 
mum requirements for issuance. 
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55-4-341. University of Tennessee Health Science Center. [Effective 
November 1, 2020. See version effective until November 1, 
2020.] 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of 
motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in §$ 55-4-204, shall be issued a University of Tennessee 
Health Science Center new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be of an appropriate design representative of the University of Tennessee 
Health Science Center. The plates shall be designed in consultation with a 
representative of the University of Tennessee Health Science Center, office of 
communications and marketing. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the 
University of Tennessee Health Science Center in accordance with § 55-4-301. 
The funds shall be used exclusively to support educational outreach. 

(d) Notwithstanding §$ 55-4-202(g)(1), the University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center new specialty earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to 
this section shall have until July 1, 2021, to meet the applicable minimum 
issuance requirements of § 55-4-202(g)(1). 


History. plates in this section failed to meet the mini- 
Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 31; 2020, ch. 780, § 3. mum requirements for issuance. 

Compiler’s Notes. Amendments. 
In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)I, The 2020 amendment, effective November 1, 


former § 55-4-341 (Acts 2017, ch. 384, § 12; 9020, added (d). 

2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-285) was 

deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2018, since Effective Dates. 

the Baylor School new specialty earmarked Acts 2020, ch. 780, § 4. November 1, 2020. 


55-4-342. Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Monroe Carell Jr. 
Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt new specialty earmarked license plate for a 
motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The purpose of this plate is to recognize and support the many contri- 
butions to children’s health care made by the Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s 
Hospital at Vanderbilt. 

(c) The plates provided for in this section shall bear an appropriate design 
or logo that represents the commitment to children’s health care exhibited by 
the Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt. The new specialty 
license plates provided for in this section shall be designed in consultation with 
the Vanderbilt University Board of Trust. 

(d) In accordance with § 55-4-301, the funds produced from the sale of the 
Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt new specialty earmarked 
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license plates shall be allocated to the Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at 


Vanderbilt. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 52; 2016, ch. 879, 8§ 33, 
34; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-287. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 10638, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
$§ 1, 9; 1985, ch: 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch: 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158,§ 1; 1989, ch.501,§ 1; 1989, 
ch, 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
$ 1; 1990, ch. 925,,§§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §$ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 

1991 5.ch;.482,-8§ .1-12; 1992 ..ch,.543,. §§., 2: 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993; ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
ges, 854: 1993 ch. 145, $k 1993.. ch. 236, 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§° 1-3; 1993, ch. 529; § ‘6; 1994, ch. 624, 


-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
-3; 
5; 
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1994, ch. 959, § 1; 1994, ch. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, chy, 122)'/§§ 1-3; 
1995, ch, 132, § 2; 1995, ch, 178,’§§» 1, 2;,:1995, 
ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch,.199, §'1; 1995, ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399,..8§ 1-3; 1996, ch: 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§PLy, T1996," eh S54, 9§ °1-5; $1996)" ch) 914; 
8§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 64 provided that the 
provisions of § 55-4-201(f) [now § 55-4-202(f)] 
shall not apply to that act. 

Acts 2002, ch. 876, § 65 provided that the 
commissioner of safety is authorized to promul- 
gate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
provisions of that act. All such rules and regu- 
lations shall be promulgated in accordance 
with the provisions of the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 
5. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-343. East Tennessee Children’s Hospital. 


(a) Owners or lessees of motor vehicles who are residents of the state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an East Tennessee Chil- 
dren’s Hospital new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall bear an appropriate design and shall be designed in consultation with the 
chair of the board of the East Tennessee Children’s Hospital. The design of 
such plates may be identical to the East Tennessee Children’s Hospital Nealon 
previously authorized by chapter 876 of the Public Acts of 2002. 

(c) In accordance with § 55-4-301, the funds produced from the sale of such 
new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the East Tennes- 
see Children’s Hospital to be used in furtherance of such organization’s 
activities in Tennessee. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the East Tennessee Children’s Hos- 
pital new specialty earmarked license plates authorized pursuant to this 
section shall have until July 1, 2014, to meet the applicable minimum issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(¢)(1). 


55-4-344 


History. 

Acts 2012, ch. 546, § 2; 2013, ch. 484, § 33; 
2017, ch. 359, § 6; 2018, ch. 1028, § 49; T.C.A. 
§ 55-4-360. 


55-4-344. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-344 
(Acts 2017, ch. 384, § 32; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49) 
was deleted as obsolete as of January 1, 2020 


MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 


270 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


since the Children’s Hosptial at Erlanger spe- 
cialty plate failed to meet its minimum regis- 
tration requirements for two consecutive re- 
newal periods. 


55-4-345. Niswonger Children’s Hospital. 


(a) Owners or lessees of motor vehicles who are residents of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Niswonger Children’s 
Hospital new specialty earmarked plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain a logo or other design representative of the mission of Niswonger 
Children’s Hospital. The plates shall be designed in consultation with the 
administration and governing body of Niswonger Children’s Hospital. 

(c) Funds produced from the sale of Niswonger Children’s Hospital new 
specialty earmarked plates shall be allocated to the Mountain States Health 
Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used for the sole 
purpose of developing and expanding Niswonger Children’s Hospital, the 
Tri-Cities region’s only children’s hospital. 

(d)(1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any person issued a Chil- 
dren’s Hospital at Johnson City Medical Center new specialty earmarked 
plate authorized and issued pursuant to the former provisions of this section 
prior to July 1, 2009, shall be entitled to retain the license plate for vehicular 
use upon compliance with all motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles and payment of all required fees. 

(2) Children’s Hospital at Johnson City Medical Center new specialty 
earmarked plates shall be included in any calculations for issuance and 
continuation of issuance of Niswonger Children’s Hospital new specialty 
earmarked plates authorized pursuant to this section. | 

(3) No Children’s Hospital at Johnson City Medical Center new specialty 
earmarked plate shall be required to be replaced with any redesigned license 
plate issued pursuant to this section until such time as the next regular 
replacement of the previously issued plate is scheduled; provided, that any 
person previously issued a Children’s Hospital at Johnson City Medical 
Center new specialty earmarked plate may request a redesigned Niswonger > 
Children’s Hospital new specialty earmarked plate, if issued, at the time of 
their next regular renewal. 

(4) If Niswonger Children’s Hospital at Johnson City Medical Center new 
specialty earmarked plates are subsequently deemed obsolete pursuant to 
any provision of § 55-4-202(¢)(1), such determination shall also apply to all 
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Children’s Hospital at Johnson City Medical Center new specialty ear- 


marked plates previously issued. 


(e) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(g)(1), the Niswonger Children’s Hospital 
new specialty earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to this section 
shall have until July 1, 2021, to meet the applicable minimum issuance 


requirements of § 55-4-202(g)(1). 


History. 

Acts 2004, ch. 791, § 2; 2009, ch. 589, § 31; 
2012, ch. 1104, § 1; 2013, ch. 484, § 34; 2014, 
ch. 941, § 17; 2015, ch. 383, § 35; 2017, ch. 359, 
§ 5; 2017, ch. 384, § 52; 2018, ch. 1023, 8§ 43, 
49; T.C.A. § 55-4-313; Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 46; 
2020, ch. 660, § 47. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 3 of this chapter, concerning 
cultural plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-301 
— 55-4-316 (Acts 1973, ch. 11, §§ 1-7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-466 — 59-471; Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 3-7; 
n93/, ch. 205, § 1; 1987, ch. 228, §§ 13-18; 
1987, ch. 434, §§ 3-9; 1991, ch. 507, § 3; 1992, 


ch. 733, $987 1992>:ch: 928,'$°4°"1993" ch, 38h, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 578, § 1; 1994, ch. 652,§ 1; 1994, 
ch. 792, § 1; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 15-19; 1994, ch. 
930, § 4; 1995, ch. 159, §§ 1-6; 1995, ch. 335, 
$135 1996yich. 983; $$ 1,2; 1998, chi 750; $1; 
1998, ch. 1120, § 4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2009, ch. 589. 


Amendments. 
The 2020 amendment substituted “July 1, 
2021” for “July 1, 2020” in (f) [now (e)]. 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-2038. 


55-4-346. Regional Medical Center at Memphis (The MED). 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a “Regional Medical Center 
at Memphis (The MED)” new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor 
vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The purpose of the new specialty earmarked license plates provided for 
in this section is to honor the contribution of the Regional Medical Center at 
Memphis (The MED) in protecting and maintaining the public health and 
welfare. The plates provided for in this section shall be designed in consulta- 
tion with the Regional Medical Center at Memphis (The MED). 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of “Regional Medical Center at 
Memphis (The MED)” new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allo- 
cated to the Regional Medical Center at Memphis (The MED) in accordance 
with § 55-4-301. 


History. 
Acts 2004, ch. 795, § 2; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-317. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 3 of this chapter, concerning 
cultural plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-301 
— 55-4-316 (Acts 1978, ch. 11, §§ 1-7; T.C.A., 
8§ 59-466 — 59-471; Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 3-7; 


1987, ch. 205, § 1; 1987, ch. 228, §§ 13-18; 
1987, ch. 434, §§ 3-9; 1991, ch. 507, § 3; 1992, 
ch. 738, § 1; 1992, ch: 928, § 1; 1993, ch. 381, 
§ 1; 1994, ch.578,§ 1; 1994, ch. 652,§ 1; 1994, 
ch. 792, § 1; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 15-19; 1994, ch. 
930, § 4; 1995, ch. 159, §§ 1-6; 1995, ch. 335, 
§ 3; 1996, ch. 983, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 750, § 1; 
1998, ch. 1120, § 4). 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 
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55-4-347. Le Bonheur Children’s Medical Center. 


(a)(1) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, 

upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 

licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor 
vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Le Bonheur 

Children’s Medical Center new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor 

vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(2) The purpose of the plates is to recognize, commemorate and celebrate 
the many health care contributions made by Le Bonheur Children’s Medical 
Center. 

(b) The plates provided for in this section shall bear an appropriate design 
or logo that depicts through words and/or pictures the many health care 
contributions made by Le Bonheur Children’s Medical Center. The plates shall 
be designed in consultation with the board of directors for Methodist Health 
Systems of Memphis and West Tennessee. 

(c) In accordance with § 55-4-301(a)(1), Le Bonheur Children’s Medical 
Center shall be the nonprofit organization to which fifty percent (50%) of the 
funds produced from the sale and renewal of Le Bonheur Children’s Medical 
Center new specialty earmarked plates shall be allocated. 


History. 
Acts 1999, ch. 449, § 4; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-302. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 3 of this chapter, concerning 
cultural plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-301 
— 55-4-316 (Acts 1973, ch. 11, §§ 1-7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-466 — 59-471; Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 3-7; 


55-4-348. Nurses. 


1987, ch. 205, § 1; 1987, ch. 228, §§ 13-18; 
1987, ch. 434, §§ 3-9; 1991, ch. 507, § 3; 1992, 
ch. T38)$" 1," 1992) chi 928,795 1, 199S})-ch) som 
§ 1; 1994, ch.578,§ 1; 1994, ch. 652,§ 1; 1994, 
ch. 792, § 1; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 15-19; 1994, ch. 
930, § 4; 1995, ch. 159, §§ 1-6; 1995, ch. 335, 
§ 3; 1996, ch. 983, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 750, § 1; 
1998, ch. 1120, § 4). 


Cross-References. — 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


(a) Owners or lessees of motor vehicles who are residents of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a nurses new specialty 
earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The purpose of the new specialty earmarked license plates provided for 
in this section is to honor the many contributions of this state’s nurses in 
protecting and maintaining the public health and welfare. These plates shall 
be designed in consultation with the Tennessee Nurses Foundation. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of nurses new specialty earmarked 
license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee Nurses Foundation in 
accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used exclusively to benefit the 
programs of the Tennessee Nurses Foundation. 


History. 
Acts 2009, ch. 589, § 14; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-298. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
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Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1) 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1,°2; 1985,’ch: 95, $71; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, 8§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1;1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. 897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
125; Sab top ch. L4oy.8 1° 1993. °ch, 236) 
§§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, °$°1;:'1993, ch. 446, 
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3; 1993, «ch. 529,0§ 6; 1994; ch. 624, 
-3; 1994, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
-3; 1994, eh.! 959, 48/1; 1994, ch:,. 999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, $87, 2; 
1995, ch. 84, S$ hy 2: 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3: 
1995, ch. 132, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ L, 2; 1995, 
ch: 196/39 1:°1995. ch. 199: § I’ T1995. ch. 335, 
§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, 
§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, 
§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 
§§ 1-4: 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
8§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2009, ch. 589. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-2038. 


55-4-349. “Driving To A Cure” (Pink Ribbon). 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a “Driving To A Cure” new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates shall include the phrase 
“Driving To A Cure” in an appropriate design. The plates shall also include a 
pictorial representation of the universally recognized symbol for breast cancer 
awareness, the pink ribbon. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the new specialty earmarked license 
plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee affiliates of the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used exclusively 
to provide grants to Tennessee organizations that were grantees of the Susan 
G. Komen Foundation before April 30, 2007, and continue to be grantees of the 
Susan G. Komen Foundation. 


History. 
Acts 2007, ch. 604, § 8; 2017, ch. 359, § 4; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-234. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 
8§ 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 172, §§ 1-5; 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, §§ 1-3, 5; 
1987, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. 
618, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 
781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 


864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 3, 4; 1989, ch. 136, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § 1; 1989, ch. 501, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch..871, § 1; 1990,.ch..897, 
§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, 8§ 1, 
2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-3; 
1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12; 1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 
1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72; 1993, 
ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 


128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
8§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
§§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 
8§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 637, §§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665, 
§§ 1-3; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 1-19; 1994, ch. 930, 
§§,1-3;.1994.. ch, 959... 61: 1994, ch».999, 
§§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 56, § 1; 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2; 


1995, ch. 84, §§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 122, §§ 1-3; 
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1995, ch. 182, § 2; 1995, ch. 173, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ehi95, §-1;°1996, che 199;'§.:2; 1996; ch. 3365, 


§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 971, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 1030, 


§§ 1, 2; 1995, ch. 399, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 615, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1-4). 

§§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 658, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 672, 

§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 673, 8§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 759, Cross-References. 

§ 1; 1996, ch. 854, §§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
§§ 1-5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1-4; 1996, ch. 965, 202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-350. Choose Life. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Choose Life new specialty 
earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall contain an appropriate logo and design. The plates shall be designed in 
consultation with a representative of New Life Resources. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Choose Life new specialty ear- 
marked license plates shall be allocated to New Life Resources in accordance 
with § 55-4-301. New Life Resources is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
incorporated in 1995 to provide resources for women and families facing 
difficult or unexpected pregnancies. The funds shall be used exclusively for 
counseling and financial assistance, including food, clothing, and medical 
assistance for pregnant women in Tennessee; coordinating statewide aware- 
ness campaigns and a toll-free helpline; and reimbursing social service 
providers who prepare adoptions throughout the state for services and pro- 


grams targeting at-risk women and families. 


History. 
Acts 2008, ch. 372, § 2; 2013, ch. 484, § 26; 
2018, ch. 1028, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-306. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 3 of this chapter, concerning 
cultural plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-301 
— 55-4-316 (Acts 1973, ch. 11, §§ 1-7; T.C.A., 
8§ 59-466 — 59-471; Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 3-7; 
1987, ch. 205, § 1; 1987, ch. 228, §§ 13-18; 


1987, ch. 434, §§ 3-9; 1991, ch. 507, § 3; 1992, 
ch. 738, § 1; 1992, ch. 928, § 1; 1993, ch. 381, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 578, § 1; 1994, ch. 652,§ 1; 1994, 
ch. 792, § 1; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 15-19; 1994, ch. 
930, § 4; 1995, ch. 159, §§ 1-6; 1995, ch. 335, 
§ 3;,.1996, ch. 983, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 750, § 1; 
1998, ch. 1120, § 4). 

Section 501(c)(3), referred to in this section, 
is codified at 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(8). 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Constitutionality. 

Although the state’s one-sidedness with re- 
spect to a very contentious political issue could 
be ill-advised, the court was unable to conclude 
that T.C.A. § 55-4-306 [now § 55-4-350] con- 
travened U.S. Const. amend. 1 because the 
state could express public policy views by en- 
listing private volunteers to disseminate its 
message, and there was no principle under the 
U.S. Const. amend. 1 that prohibited the state 


from doing so because the views were particu- 
larly controversial or politically divisive. ACLU 
of Tenn. v. Bredesen, 441 F.3d 370, 2006 FED 
App. 99P, 2006 U.S. App. LEXIS 6603 (6th Cir. 
Tenn. 2006), cert. denied, 548 U.S. 906, 126 S. 
Ct. 2972, 165 L. Ed. 2d 954, 2006 U.S. LEXIS 
4952 (2006), cert. denied, 548 U.S. 906, 126 S. 
Ct. 2972, 165 L. Ed. 2d 954, 2006 U.S. LEXIS 
4953 (2006). 
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55-4-351. Youth villages. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a “Youth Villages” new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall contain an appropriate logo or design representative of the mission of 
Youth Villages. The plates shall be designed in consultation with the chief 
development officer of Youth Villages. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of “Youth Villages” new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to Youth Villages in accordance 
with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used exclusively for Youth Villages’ 
Transitional Living Program in Tennessee. 


History. 1992, ch. 1008, §§ 1, 2; 1993, ch. 66, § 72: 1993, 
Acts 2006, ch. 964, § 22; 2018, ch. 1023, ch. 105, §§ 1-4; 1993, ch. 106, § 1; 1993, ch. 
§ 49: T.C.A. § 55-4-286. 128, § 1; 1993, ch. 145, § 1; 1993, ch. 236, 
ede §§ 1-6; 1993, ch. 314, § 1; 1993, ch. 446, 
Compiler’s Notes. §§ 1-3; 1993, ch. 529, § 6; 1994, ch. 624, 


Former part 2 of this chapter, concerning §§ 1-3: 1994, ch. 637, 8§ 1-4; 1994, ch. 665 
special plates, was repealed and reenacted by §§ 1-3: 1994. ch. 879 §§ 1-19: 1994 ch. 930. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1068, § 1 effective July 1, 1998. §§ 1-3: 1994 ch. 959 § 1: 1994, a 999, 


The former provisions, excluding those previ- §§ 1-5: 1995, ch. 56, § 1: 1995, ch. 82, §§ 1, 2: 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-201  jo9n ch 84 §§ i, 1995, “s 122. §§ 1.3; 
— 55-4-272 and 55-4-275 (Acts 1984, ch. 966, 1995, ch. 132, § 2. 1995, ch. 175. §§ LS 2: 1995, 


$8 1, 9; 1985, ch. 56, §§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 95,8 1; ch. 195, § 1; 1995, ch. 199, § 1; 1995, ch. 335, 
1987, ch. 228, §§ 1-11; 1987, ch. 336, 8§ 1-3, B: §§ 1-3: 1996 Wels. 658 §§ 1-3: 1996. ch. 672 
1987, ch. 434, § ry 1988, ch. 575, § 1; 1988, ch. §§ 1-5: 1996. ch. 673. $$ 1-3: 1996, ch. 759, 
618, §§ by 2 1988, ch. 687, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. § {: 1996, ree 854, ‘88 1-5; 1996, ch. 914, 


781, §§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 810, $§ 1-4; 1988, ch. §§ ia 5; 1996, ch. 963, §§ 1- 4: 1996, ch. 965, 
864, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 16, $$ 3, A; 1989, ch. 136, §§ 5 4: 1996, ch. 971, §§ 4 4; 1996, ch. 994, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 158, § Si 1989, ch. 501, § bs 1989, §§ 1- 4; 1996, ch. 1024, §§ 8 4; 1996, ch. 1030, 
ch. 591, § 6; 1990, ch. 871, § 1; 1990, ch. S9F) §§ ie 5: 1996, ch. 1047, §§ 1- ay 

§ 1; 1990, ch. 925, §§ 1-4; 1991, ch. 209, §§ 1, 

2; 1991, ch. 244, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 450, §§ 1-8; Cross-References. 

1991, ch. 482, §§ 1-12;°1992, ch. 543, §§ 1, 2; Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
1992, ch. 737, §§ 1-3; 1992, ch. 846, §§ 1-3; 202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-352. Dollywood Foundation. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Dollywood Foundation new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be designed in consultation with a representative from the Dollywood 
Foundation. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Dollywood Foundation new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Dollywood Foun- 
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dation in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used to support and 
promote childhood literacy through Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 879, § 6; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-308. 


55-4-353. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) new 

In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-353 specialty earmarked plates in this section 
(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 33) was deleted as obso- _ failed to meet the minimum requirements for 
lete and invalid in 2020, since the Juvenile issuance. 


55-4-354. Autism Awareness. 


(a) Owners or lessees of motor vehicles who are residents of Tennessee, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an Autism Awareness new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall bear a logo or other appropriate emblem designed to raise public 
awareness about autism. Such plates shall be designed in consultation with 
ASMT, Ince. 

(c) In accordance with § 55-4-301, funds produced from the sale of the 
Autism Awareness new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to 
ASMT, Inc. for distribution to ASMT, Inc., Autism Society of East Tennessee, 
and the Autism Society of the MidSouth as nonprofit organizations dedicated 
to informational and referral services in their respective grand divisions and 
exempted from the payment of federal income taxes under 26 U.S.C. 
§ 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Such funds shall be used exclusively 
to support, educate, advocate, and raise public awareness about autism in 
Tennessee. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Autism Awareness new specialty 
earmarked license plates authorized pursuant to this section shall have until 
July 1, 2014, to meet the applicable minimum issuance requirements of 
§ 55-4-202(¢)(1). 


History. Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
Acts 2012, ch. 702, § 2; 2018, ch. 484, § 29; 202, 55-4-203. 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-365. 


Cross-References. 
Grand divisions, title 4, ch. 1, part 2. 


55-4-355. Pat Summitt Foundation. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Pat Summitt Foundation new 
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specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be designed in consultation with a representative from the Pat Summitt 
Foundation. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Pat Summitt Foundation new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Pat Summitt 
Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used to award 
grants to nonprofit organizations that advance research for treatment and a 
cure for Alzheimer’s disease, provide support for patients and caregivers, and 
educate the public on Alzheimer’s disease. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Pat Summitt Foundation new 
specialty earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to this section shall 
have until July 1, 2018, to meet the applicable minimum issuance require- 


ments of § 55-4-202(¢)(1). 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 879, § 14; 2017, ch. 384, § 53; 
2018, ch. 1028, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-315. 


55-4-356. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-356 
(Acts 2019, ch. 64, § 2) was deleted as obsolete 
and invalid in 2020, since the AMVETS new 


55-4-357. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-357 
(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 44) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2020, since the Blood Donor 


55-4-358. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-358 
(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 39) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2020, since the Fighting for 


55-4-359. [Obsolete.] 


In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-359 
(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 14) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2020, since the Tennessee 


55-4-360. I RECYCLE. 


specialty earmarked plates in this section 
failed to meet the minimum requirements for 
issuance. 


new specialty earmarked plates in this section 
failed to meet the minimum requirements for 
issuance. 


At-Risk Youth new specialty earmarked plates 
in this section failed to meet the minimum 
requirements for issuance. 


Voices for Victims new specialty earmarked 
plates in this section failed to meet the mini- 
mum requirements for issuance. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an I RECYCLE new 
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specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be designed in consultation with a representative of Project 2000, Inc., 
and contain the language “I RECYCLE”. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of I RECYCLE new specialty ear- 
marked license plates shall be allocated to Project 2000, Inc., in accordance 
with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used exclusively in this state to support 
the organization’s mission of providing assistance to communities to encourage 
and assist in recycling efforts. 


History. invalid in 2019 since the Mothers Against 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 7. Drunk Driving (MADD) new specialty ear- 
marked plates in this section failed to meet the 


Compiler’s Notes. ri: ; ‘ 
minimum requirements for issuance. 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)], 
former § 55-4-360 (Acts 2017, ch. 359, § 6; Effective Dates. 


2017, ch. 384, § 24; 2018, ch. 1023, §§ 47, 49; Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 
T.C.A. § 55-4-323) was deleted as obsolete and 


55-4-361. Linemen Power Tennessee. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Linemen Power Tennessee 
new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall contain the logo or other appropriate design representative of the 
Tennessee Lineworker Lifeline Fund. The plates shall be designed in consul- 
tation with a representative of the Tennessee Lineworker Lifeline Fund. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Linemen Power Tennessee new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee Lin- 
eworker Lifeline Fund in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used 
in furtherance of the Tennessee Lineworker Lifeline Fund’s activities in this 
state. 

(d) Notwithstanding this chapter to the contrary, motor vehicles used for the 
purpose of passenger transport that are owned by an entity operating under 
title 65, chapter 25, and that weigh less than the Class 1 weight as provided in 
§ 55-4-113(a)(2)(A), are authorized to be issued a license plate described in this 
section. 


History. plates in this section failed to meet the mini- 
Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 35; 2020, ch. 785, § 1. mum requirements for issuance. 

Compiler’s Notes. Amendments. 
In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)], The 2020 amendment added (d). 


former § 55-4-361 (Acts 2017, ch. 384, § 28; 

2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-326) was Effective Dates. 

deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2018, since Acts 2020, ch. 785, § 2. July 15, 2020. 
the A Soldier’s Child new specialty earmarked 
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55-4-362. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-362 
(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 24) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2020, since the Tennis Mem- 


55-4-363. [Obsolete.] 


In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-363 
(Acts 2017, ch. 384, § 16; 2018, ch. 1023, §§ 44, 
49; T.C.A. § 55-4-311; Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 45) 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2020, 
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55-4-365 


phis new specialty earmarked plates in this 
section failed to meet the minimum require- 
ments for issuance. 


since the Martin Luther King, Jr. new specialty 
earmarked plates in this section failed to meet 
the minimum requirements for issuance. 


55-4-364. Memphis Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Memphis Rock ‘n’ Soul 
Museum new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized 
by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain the logo or other distinctive emblem of the Memphis Rock ‘n’ Soul 
Museum in an appropriate design and contain the language “The State of 
American Music.” Such plates shall be designed in consultation with a 
representative as designated by the Memphis Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of such new specialty earmarked 
license plates shall be allocated to the Memphis Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum in 
accordance with § 55-4-301 to be used for music educational programs and 
developing an oral history program of musical legends in this state. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Memphis Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum 
new specialty earmarked license plates authorized for issuance pursuant to 
this section shall have until July 1, 2012, to meet applicable initial issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(¢)(1). 


ch. 738,'§ 1; 1992, ch. 928, § 1;,1993) ch. 384, 
§ 1; 1994, ch.578,§ 1; 1994, ch. 652, § 1; 1994, 


History. 
Acts 2010, ch. 1151, § 45; 2011, ch. 491, § 3; 


2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-342. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 3 of this chapter, concerning 
cultural plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-301 
— 55-4-316 (Acts 1973, ch. 11, §§ 1-7; T.C.A., 
8§ 59-466—59-471; Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 3-7; 
1987, ch. 205, § 1; 1987, ch. 228, §§ 13-18; 
1987, ch. 434, §§ 3-9; 1991, ch. 507, § 3; 1992, 


ch. 792, § 1; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 15-19; 1994, ch. 
930, § 4; 1995, ch. 159, §§ 1-6; 1995, ch. 335, 
§ 33,1996, ch. 983, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 750, §,:1; 
1998, ch. 1120, § 4). 

For the Preamble to the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2010, ch. 
u RVD 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-365. Tennessee Association of Realtors. 


(a) Owners or lessees of motor vehicles who are residents of this state, who 
are certified members of the national association of realtors, upon complying 
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with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor 
vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and the fee 
provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Tennessee Association of Realtors 
new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates shall contain an appropriate 
logo and be designed in consultation with the Tennessee Association of 
Realtors. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of such Tennessee Association of 
Realtors new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the 
Tennessee Real Estate Educational Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301. 
The funds shall be used exclusively to promote consumer protection through 
the education of real estate professionals in Tennessee. 

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of part 1 of this chapter to the contrary, 
motor vehicles that are registered with Tennessee Association of Realtors new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be deemed not to be commercial 
vehicles. 

(e)(1) Subject to the requirements of § 55-4-202, the commissioner is 
authorized to and shall issue a registration plate to an owner or lessee of a 
motorcycle who is otherwise eligible for a Tennessee Association of Realtors 
new specialty earmarked license plate; provided, however, that the owner or 
lessee shall comply with the state motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motorcycles and shall pay the regular fee applicable to 
motorcycles and the applicable fee specified in § 55-4-204 prior to the 
issuance of the plate. 

(2) The motorcycle plates authorized by this section shall be substantially 
the same in design and configuration, allowing for variations due to size 
restrictions, as the regular motor vehicle registration kl authorized by 
§ 55-4-203(c)(7), as applicable. 


History. 
Acts 2008, ch. 1165, § 37; 2015, ch. 383, § 17; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-310. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 3 of this chapter, concerning 
cultural plates, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1, effective July 1, 1998. 
The former provisions, excluding those previ- 
ously repealed by other acts, were §§ 55-4-301 
— 55-4-316 (Acts 1973, ch. 11, §§ 1-7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-466 — 59-471; Acts 1984, ch. 966, §§ 3-7; 
1987)" ch. '205,:§ 1; 1987, ch..228, 8§ 13-28: 
1987, ch. 434, §§ 3-9; 1991, ch. 507, § 3; 1992, 


ch. '738,"$° 1; 1992,'ch’928;"$  1;'1993, ch’ 33e 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 578, § 1; 1994, ch. 652, § 1; 1994, 
ch. 792, § 1; 1994, ch. 879, §§ 15-19; 1994, ch: 
930, § 4; 1995, ch. 159, §§ 1-6; 1995, ch. 335, 
§ 3; 1996, ch. 983, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 750, § 1; 
1998, ch. 1120, § 4). 

For the Preamble of the act regarding special 
license plates, please refer to Acts 2008, ch. 
1165. 


Cross-References. 
Issuance of special license plates, §§ 55-4- 
202, 55-4-203. 


55-4-366. Jackson State University. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Jackson State University 
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new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall bear the official colors and logo of Jackson State University. The design of 
the plates shall be approved by Jackson State University prior to production, 
and shall additionally afford the trademark protection as Jackson State 
University shall require as otherwise permitted by law. All uses of the colors 
and logo of Jackson State University shall inure to the benefit of Jackson State 
University. 

(c) In accordance with § 55-4-301, the funds produced from the sale of 
Jackson State University new specialty earmarked license plates shall be 
allocated to the JSUNAA-Memphis Alumni Chapter. The funds shall be used 
exclusively for its scholarship program and other general alumni association 
activities. 


History. 
Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 12. 


55-4-367. University of Miami. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a University of Miami new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain the colors and logo of the University of Miami and shall include any 
other appropriate design representative of the university. The plates shall be 
designed in consultation with a representative from the Nashville ‘Canes, 
University of Miami Alumni Association. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the new specialty earmarked license 
plates shall be allocated to the University of Miami Alumni Association in 
accordance with § 55-4-301, to be used exclusively for funding scholarships for 
students from Tennessee. 


History. since the suicide prevention new specialty ear- 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 5. marked plates in this section failed to meet the 


3 minimum requirements for issuance. 
Compiler’s Notes. m 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)], Effective Dates. 


former § 55-4-246 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 14) Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 


55-4-368. University of Texas. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a University of Texas new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 
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(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain the colors and logo of the University of Texas and shall include any 
other appropriate design representative of the university. The plates shall be 
designed in consultation with a representative from the Texas Exes, University 
of Texas Alumni Association. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the new specialty earmarked license 
plates shall be allocated to the University of Texas Alumni Association in 
accordance with § 55-4-301, to be used exclusively for funding scholarships for 
students from Tennessee. 


History. since the Domestic violence and sexual assault 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 9. awareness new specialty earmarked plates in 
this section failed to meet the minimum re- 


7 2 ° . 
Compiler’s Notes. quirements for issuance. 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)], 
former § 55-4-368 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 16) Effective Dates. 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-369. West Virginia University. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a West Virginia University 
new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section must 
contain the colors and logo of West Virginia University and must include any 
other appropriate design representative of the university. The plates must be 
designed in consultation with a representative from the West Virginia Univer- 
sity Alumni Association. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the new specialty earmarked license 
plates must be allocated to the West Virginia University Alumni Association in 
accordance with § 55-4-301, to be used exclusively for funding scholarships for 
students from Tennessee. 


History. since the Lung cancer awareness new specialty 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 11. earmarked plates in this section failed to meet 


sa ba the minimum requirements for issuance. 
Compiler’s Notes. 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)], Effective Dates. 


former § 55-4-369 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 18) Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 


55-4-370. Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Methodist Le Bonheur 
Healthcare new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle autho- 
rized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The purpose of this plate is to recognize and celebrate Methodist 
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Healthcare’s one hundred (100) years of serving patients and families in the 
Memphis community. 

(c) The plates provided for in this section shall contain an appropriate logo 
or design representative of Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare that depicts its 
century of innovations and dedication to the future of medicine. The new 
specialty plate provided for in this section shall be designed in consultation 
with the administration at Methodist Healthcare. 

(d) In accordance with § 55-4-301, the funds produced from the sale of the 
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare new specialty earmarked license plates 
shall be allocated to Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare, to be used to support 
its community health initiatives in this state. 


History. 
Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 20. 


55-4-371. Down syndrome awareness. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Down Syndrome Aware- 
ness new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall contain the logo or other appropriate design representative of the Down 
Syndrome Association of Middle Tennessee. The plates shall be designed in 
consultation with the Down Syndrome Association of Middle Tennessee. 

(c) In accordance with § 55-4-301, the funds produced from the sale of the 
new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Down 
Syndrome Association of Middle Tennessee. The funds shall be used solely to 
provide education, advocacy, and support resources for individuals with Down 
Syndrome and their families. 


History. 
Acts 2018, ch. 1028, § 38. 


55-4-372. ALS Awareness. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an ALS Awareness new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of the ALS Association 
Tennessee Chapter. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of ALS Awareness new specialty 
earmarked license plates must be allocated to the ALS Association Tennessee 
Chapter in accordance with § 55-4-301. Such funds must be used exclusively 
in this state to support persons living with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) 
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and their families through services and education and to advocate and raise 
public awareness about ALS. 


History. since the North Carolina State University new 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 18. specialty earmarked plates in this section 
failed to meet the minimum requirements for 


e 9 ‘ 
Compiler’s Notes. iaevaride: 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)], 
former § 55-4-369 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 2) Effective Dates. 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-373. Make-A-Wish Foundation. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is t a resident of this state, 
upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor 
vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Make-A-Wish 
Foundation new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle autho- 
rized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall contain the logo or other appropriate design representative of the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation. The plates shall be designed in consultation with a 
representative of the Make-A-Wish Foundation of East Tennessee/North 
Georgia, Inc. 

(c) In accordance with § 55-4-301, the funds produced from the sale of the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation new specialty earmarked license plates shall be 
allocated to the Make-A-Wish Foundation of East Tennessee/North Georgia, 
Inc., for distribution to the three (3) Make-A-Wish Foundation chapters 
serving Tennessee with an allocation of one-third (1%) to each chapter, to be 
used exclusively in Tennessee to further the Foundation’s mission to help 
strengthen and empower children with life-threatening medical conditions. 


History. since the University of South Carolina new 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 15. specialty earmarked plates in this section 
failed to meet the minimum requirements for 


“ 2 
Compiler’s Notes. issuance. 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(¢g)], 
former § 55-4-373 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 32) Effective Dates. 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-374. African American Breast Cancer Awareness. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an African American Breast 
Cancer Awareness new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of Alliance House 
Community Coalition. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of African American Breast Cancer 
Awareness new specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to 
Alliance House Community Coalition in accordance with § 55-4-301. Such 
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funds must be used to support the organization’s mission to provide mammo- 
grams, breast cancer diagnostic services, breast cancer education, and other 
breast cancer awareness services to help meet the needs of African-American 
women in this state. 


History. since the Louisiana State University new spe- 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 19. cialty earmarked plates in this section failed to 


oe meet the minimum requirements for issuance. 
Compiler’s Notes. 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)], Effective Dates. 


former § 55-4-374 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 55) Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 


55-4-375. Childhood Cancer Awareness. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Childhood Cancer 
Awareness new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle autho- 
rized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of the American 
Childhood Cancer Organization. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Childhood Cancer Awareness new 
specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to the American Child- 
hood Cancer Organization in accordance with § 55-4-301. Such funds must be 
used exclusively in this state to support the organization’s mission regarding 
childhood cancer. 


History. since the Kiwanis international new specialty 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 35. earmarked plates in this section failed to meet 


eat rily the minimum requirements for issuance. 
Compiler’s Notes. 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)], Effective Dates. 
former § 55-4-375 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 34) Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 


55-4-376. Loyal Order of Moose. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of Tennessee, 
upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor 
vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Loyal Order of 
Moose new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The application for the new specialty earmarked plates shall be accom- 
panied by proof, satisfactory to the commissioner, certifying that the applicant 
is a member of the Loyal Order of Moose. 

(c) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain the logo of the Loyal Order of Moose and shall be designed in 
consultation with the Tennessee Moose Association. 

(d) The funds produced from the sale of Loyal Order of Moose new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Tennessee Moose Association 
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in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used exclusively to support 
the organization’s charitable and community activities through the affiliated 


Moose Lodges in this state. 


History. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 21. 


since the TN Back the Blue new specialty 
earmarked plates in this section failed to meet 


be fig the minimum requirements for issuance. 
Compiler’s Notes. 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)], 
former § 55-4-376 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 36) 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-377. Isaiah 117 House. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an Isaiah 117 House new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be of an appropriate design representative of Isaiah 117 House. The 
plates must be designed in consultation with a representative of Isaiah 117 
House. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Isaiah 117 House new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to Isaiah 117 House in accordance 
with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used exclusively for expenses for the 
expansion of Isaiah 117 House facilities to provide care for children awaiting 
placement into the foster care system in this state and the construction, 
renovation, stocking, and staffing of such new and existing facilities. 


History. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 283. 


Compiler’s Notes. 


Acts 2019, ch. 253, §§ 1-3 purported to 
amend former § 55-4-377 by changing refer- 
ences from “the Mountain Tough Recovery 
Team” to “the Sevier County Partners in Prog- 
ress Education Foundation” throughout the 
section, and rewriting the last sentence of (c). 


55-4-378. Habitat for Humanity. 


However, this amendment did not go into effect. 
Instead, in view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4- 
202(g)], former § 55-4-377 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 8) was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 
since the Mountain Tough new specialty ear- 
marked plates in this section failed to meet the 
minimum requirements for issuance. 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Habitat for Humanity new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be of an appropriate design representative of Habitat for Humanity and 
bear the language “Together We Build: Habitat for Humanity”. The plates 
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must be designed in consultation with a representative of Habitat for Human- 
ity of Montgomery County, Tennessee, Inc. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Habitat for Humanity new specialty 
earmarked license plates shall be allocated to Habitat for Humanity of 
Montgomery County, Tennessee, Inc., in accordance with § 55-4-301. The 
funds must be used exclusively in this state to assist in the construction of 
homes for low-income families. 


History. since the I Stand with Israel new specialty 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 25. earmarked plates in this section failed to meet 


A the minimum requirements for issuance. 
Compiler’s Notes. q 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(2)], Effective Dates. 


former § 55-4-378 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 30) Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 


_ 55-4-379. Tennessee Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Tennessee Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor 
vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be of an appropriate design representative of the Tennessee Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. The plates shall be designed in consultation with a 
representative of the Tennessee Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Tennessee Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the 
Tennessee Association of Business Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301. 
The funds shall be used in this state to assist the organization in carrying out 
its mission of business promotion and service to the community. 


History. since the Boone Lake Association new specialty 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 27. earmarked plates in this section failed to meet 


Yili the minimum requirements for issuance. 
Compiler’s Notes. 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(¢)], Effective Dates. 


former § 55-4-379 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 12) Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 


55-4-380. Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD) new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor 
vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall contain the logo of Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) and shall be 
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designed in consultation with the executive director of the Tennessee chapter 
of Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the 
Tennessee chapter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) in accordance 
with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used in furtherance of the organization’s 
mission to protect families from drivers under the influence of alcohol, drugs, 
and other controlled substances, and from underage drinking. 


History. since the Historic Maury new specialty ear- 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 29. marked plates in this section failed to meet the 


‘ minimum requirements for issuance. 
Compiler’s Notes. ql 


In view of § 55-4-202(h) [now § 55-4-202(g)], Effective Dates. 
former § 55-4-380 (Acts 2018, ch. 1023, § 10) Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2019 


55-4-381. The Center for Living and Learning, Inc. [Effective until 
November 1, 2020. See version effective November 1, 2020.] 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a The Center for Living and 
Learning, Inc. new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall contain a picture of the Liberty Bell and the American Flag and the 
words: “Let Freedom Ring” and be further designed in consultation with the 
board of directors of The Center for Living and Learning, Inc. 

(c) In accordance with § 55-4-301, the funds produced from the sale of The 
Center for Living and Learning, Inc. new specialty earmarked license plates 
shall be allocated to The Center for Living and Learning, Inc., which is a 
nonprofit corporation providing holistic care for individuals suffering from 
mental illness. Such funds shall be used to benefit the programs at The Center 
for Living and Learning, Inc. 


History. 
Acts 2019, ch. 2538, § 49. 


55-4-381. The Center for Living and Learning, Inc. [Effective Novem- 
ber 1, 2020. See version effective until November 1, 2020.] 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of 
motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a The Center for Living and 
Learning, Inc. new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(6b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall contain a picture of the Liberty Bell and the American Flag and the words: 
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“Let Freedom Ring” and be further designed in consultation with the board of 
directors of The Center for Living and Learning, Inc. 

(c) In accordance with $ 55-4-301, the funds produced from the sale of The 
Center for Living and Learning, Inc. new specialty earmarked license plates 
shall be allocated to The Center for Living and Learning, Inc., which is a 
nonprofit corporation providing holistic care for individuals suffering from 
mental illness. Such funds shall be used to benefit the programs at The Center 
for Living and Learning, Inc. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(g)(1), The Center for Living and Learning, 
Inc. new specialty earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to this section 
shall have until July 1, 2021, to meet the applicable minimum issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(g)(1). 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 49; 2020, ch. 780, § 2. Acts 2020, ch. 780, § 4. November 1, 2020. 
Amendments. 


The 2020 amendment, effective November 1, 
2020, added (d). 


55-4-382. Greene County School System. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Greene County School 
System new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized 
by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be of an appropriate design representative of the Greene County School 
System. The plates shall be designed in consultation with a representative of 
the Greene LEAF Education Foundation. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Greene County School System new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Greene LEAF 
Education Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used 
exclusively to support the organization’s mission to serve as an advocate for 
creating a premier educational environment for the students of Greene County, 
Tennessee, by providing needed resources for students and educators. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 31. Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-383. Service Dogs Changing Lives. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Service Dogs Changing 
Lives new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
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shall be designed in consultation with a representative of Retrieving Indepen- 
dence. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Service Dogs Changing Lives new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to Retrieving Indepen- 
dence in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used exclusively to 
support the organization’s mission to breed, train, and place service dogs with 
people who are living with physical, mental, or emotional disabilities. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 33. Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-384. Enjoy the Ride. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an Enjoy the Ride new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with the director of Concerned Motorcyclists 
of Tennessee/American Bikers Active Towards Education (“C.M.T./A.B.A.T.E., 
Inc.”). 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Enjoy the Ride new specialty 
earmarked license plates must be allocated to C.M.T./A.B.A.T.E., Inc., in 
accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used in furtherance of the 
organization’s mission for continued public safety and education on motorcycle 
awareness. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 37. Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-385. 101st Airborne Screaming Eagle. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of Tennessee, 
upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor 
vehicle and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a 101st Airborne 
Screaming Eagle new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall be 
of an appropriate design to commemorate the 101st Airborne Division and 
shail be designed in consultation with the Screaming Eagle Foundation. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of 101st Airborne Screaming Eagle 
new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Screaming 
Eagle Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used 
exclusively for the Screaming Eagle Foundation’s Chappie Hall scholarship 
program that provides scholarship opportunities for the heirs of 101st Airborne 
Division veterans. 
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History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 39. Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-386. Big Brothers Big Sisters. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Big Brothers Big Sisters 
new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be of an appropriate design representative of Big Brothers Big Sisters. 
The plates must be designed in consultation with a representative of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Tennessee Alliance. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Big Brothers Big Sisters new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to Big Brothers Big 
Sisters Tennessee Alliance in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds must be 
used exclusively for mentoring programs and services. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 42. Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-387. Women’s Suffrage Centennial. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Women’s Suffrage 
Centennial new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle autho- 
rized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must contain an appropriate logo or design representative of women’s suffrage. 
The plates must be designed in consultation with a representative of the 
Tennessee Historical Society. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Women’s Suffrage Centennial new 
specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to the Tennessee Histori- 
cal Society in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used exclusively 
in this state to support educational outreach, activities, and events celebrating 
the one hundredth anniversary of women winning the right to vote in the 
United States with the ratification of the nineteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States and to support the organization’s mission to 
preserve and promote all aspects of Tennessee history. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 49. Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51. July 1, 2020. 


55-4-401 
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PART 4 
MOBILE HOMES 


55-4-401. Permit to move mobile home in state. 


No mobile home, manufactured home, portable modular unit or house trailer 
as defined in § 55-4-402, shall be moved into or through this state or upon the 
public roads or highways of this state unless and until the owner, operator or 
transporter thereof has obtained a permit as required by this part. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
1961, ch. 97, § 3; Acts 1963, ch. 161, §§ 1-7; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, §§ 5, 7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-463; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 


55-4-402. “Mobile home” defined. 


§ 113; 1996, ch. 761, §§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 
bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 803, §§ 1 through 13, 
which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 
concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 


Cross-References. 
Manufactured homes, title 68, ch. 126. 


“Mobile home” for the purposes of this part means: 

(1) A self-propelled or nonself-propelled vehicle, with a length exceeding 
thirty-five feet (35’), so designed, constructed, reconstructed or added to by 
means of accessories in such manner as will permit the use thereof for 
human habitation, and so constructed to permit its being used as a 
conveyance upon public streets or highways; or 

(2) Manufactured houses or portable modular units in excess of eight feet 
six inches (8'6”) in width or when towing vehicle and manufactured home are 


in excess of sixty feet (60’) in length. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 2. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
1961, ch. 97, § 3; Acts 1963, ch. 161, §§ 1-7; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, §§ 5, 7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-463; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 113; 1996, ch. 761, §§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 


bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 803, §§ 1 through 13, 
which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 
concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 


Cross-References. 
“Farm tractor,” “motor home,” “truck” and 
“truck tractor” defined, § 55-1-104. 


55-4-403. Time restrictions of transport — Enforcement by electronic 
surveillance. 


(a) Transport of mobile homes may only take place between sunrise and 
sunset, Monday through Saturday, except for the holidays enumerated in 
§ 55-7-205(2)(2)(B). 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), transport of mobile homes eighty-five 
feet (85') or greater in length, or fourteen feet (14’) or greater in width, or 
fourteen feet two inches (14’ 2”) or greater in height, is prohibited in heavily 
traveled urban areas between the hours of seven o’clock a.m. (7:00 a.m.) to nine 
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o’clock a.m. (9:00 a.m.) and four o’clock p.m. (4:00 p.m.) to six o’clock p.m. (6:00 


p.m.). 


(c) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, this section may be enforced 
using photo, video or other electronic proof of violation. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 8038, § 3; 2020, ch. 786, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
1961, ch. 97, § 3; Acts 1963, ch. 161, §§ 1-7; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, §§ 5, 7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-463; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 113; 1996, ch. 761, §§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 
bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 803, §§ 1 through 13, 
which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 
concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 17, provided that the 
act take effect June 5, 2002, for the purpose of 
promulgating rules and regulations, and that 


for all other purposes, the act is effective Octo- 
ber 1, 2002. 

Acts 2020, ch. 786, § 4 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall apply to 
permits issued and transports occurring on or 
after October 1, 2020. 


Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment substituted “may only 
take place between sunrise and sunset, Mon- 
day through Saturday, except for the holidays 
enumerated in § 55-7-205(/)(2)(B)” for “shall 
only take place between sunrise and sunset, 
Monday through Saturday, except for legal holi- 
days as enumerated in § 15-1-101” in (a). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 786, § 4. October 1, 2020. 


55-4-404. Issuing of permits in owner’s name — Display of permits — 
Validity of permits. 


Any permit required under this part shall be issued in the name of the owner 
of the vehicle or the motor carrier used to transport the mobile home. The 
permit shall be displayed in the vehicle used to transport the mobile home so 
as to be visible from outside the vehicle and shall be produced for inspection 
upon request by a representative of any law enforcement agency. Short-term 
permits shall be valid for six (6) days from the date of issuance. Annual permits 
shall be valid for three hundred sixty-five (365) days from the date of issuance. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 4. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
1961, ch. 97, § 3; Acts 1963, ch. 161, §§ 1-7; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, §§ 5, 7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-463; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 113; 1996, ch. 761, §§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 


bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 808, §§ 1 through 18, 
which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 
concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 17, provided that the 
act take effect June 5, 2002, for the purpose of 
promulgating rules and regulations, and that 
for all other purposes, the act is effective Octo- 
ber 1, 2002. 


55-4-405. Length standards — Single trip or annual permit — Fees. 


(a) A permit is required for the transport of any mobile home exceeding one 
hundred twenty feet (120’) in length, including towing vehicle. Permits issued 
pursuant to this section must be issued on a single trip or annual permit basis. 

(b)(1) The single trip fee for this permit is twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

(2) The fee for an annual permit is two thousand dollars ($2,000). 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 5; 20038, ch. 76, § 7; 
2020, ch. 786, § 2. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
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1961, ch. 97, § 3; Acts 1963, ch. 161, §§ 1-7; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, §§ 5, 7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-463; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 118; 1996, ch. 761, §§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 
bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 803, §§ 1 through 13, 
which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 
concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 17, provided that the 
act take effect June 5, 2002, for the purpose of 
promulgating rules and regulations, and that 
for all other purposes, the act is effective Octo- 
ber 1, 2002. 
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Acts 2020, ch. 786, § 4 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall apply to 
permits issued and transports occurring on or 
after October 1, 2020. 


Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment, in (a), substituted “is” 
for “shall be”, substituted “must” for “shall” and 
inserted “or annual permit”; substituted “single 


trip fee for this permit is” for “fee for this permit 
shall be” in (b)(1); and added (b)(2). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 786, § 4. October 1, 2020. 


55-4-406. Width standards — Types of permit — Fee schedule. 


(a) A permit is required for the transport of any mobile home exceeding 
eight feet six inches (8’ 6") in width. Transport of mobile homes exceeding 
eighteen feet (18’) in width are not permitted. Permits authorized pursuant to 
this section may be issued on either a short-term basis or an annual basis for 
movements not exceeding sixteen feet (16’) in width. Movements in excess of 
sixteen feet (16’) in width may be permitted only on a single-trip basis and 
shall be escorted in accordance with § 55-4-110. Single-trip permits are valid 
for six (6) days from the date of issuance. Annual permits are valid for three 
hundred sixty-five (865) days from the date of issuance. 

(b) The fee schedule for permits issued pursuant to this section is as follows: 


(1) For single-trip, eight feet six inches (8’ 6”) wide to fourteen feet (14’) 


wide - fifty dollars ($50.00); 


(2) For single-trip, eight feet six inches (8' 6”) wide to sixteen feet (16’) 


wide - one hundred dollars ($100); 


(3) For single-trip, in excess of sixteen feet (16’) wide to eighteen feet (18’) 


wide - two hundred dollars ($200); 


(4) For annual permit, eight feet six inches (8’ 6”) wide to fourteen feet 
(14’) wide - one thousand dollars ($1,000); and 
(5) For annual permit, eight feet six inches (8’ 6”) wide to sixteen feet (16’) 


wide - two thousand dollars ($2,000). 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 6; 2020, ch. 786, § 3. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
1961, ch. 97, § 3; Acts 1963, ch. 161, §§ 1-7; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, §§ 5, 7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-463; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 113; 1996, ch. 761, §§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 
bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 803, §§ 1 through 13, 
which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 
concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 17, provided that the 
act take effect June 5, 2002, for the purpose of 
promulgating rules and regulations, and that 
for all other purposes, the act is effective Octo- 
ber 1, 2002. 


Acts 2020, ch. 786, § 4 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall apply to 
permits issued and transports occurring on or 
after October 1, 2020. 


Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment rewrote (a) which read: 
“A permit shall be required for the transport of 
any mobile home exceeding eight feet six inches 
(8’ 6”) in width. Transport of mobile homes 
exceeding 16 feet (16’) in width shall not be 
permitted. Permits authorized pursuant to this 
section may be issued on either a short-term 
basis or an annual basis. Short-term permits 
shall be valid for six (6) days from the date of 
issuance. Annual permits shall be valid for 
three hundred sixty-five (365) days from the 
date of issuance.”; substituted “is” for “shall be” 
in (b); substituted “single-trip for “short term” 
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in (b)(1) and (2); and added (b)(3) and redesig- Effective Dates. 
nated following subdivisions accordingly. Acts 2020, ch. 786, § 4. October 1, 2020. 


55-4-407. Permit for exceptionally tall mobile homes — Fee — Routing 
instructions. 


(a) A permit shall be required for the transport of any mobile home 
exceeding fourteen feet two inches (14’ 2”) in height. Permits authorized 
pursuant to this section shall be issued on a short-term basis only and shall be 
accompanied by special routing instructions approved by the department of 
transportation. The transport of mobile homes exceeding sixteen feet (16’) in 
height shall not be permitted. 

(b) The fee for permits: issued pursuant to this section shall be fifty dollars 
($50.00). 

(c) The department of transportation shall make available, both in printed 
form and on the department’s official website, a list of the overpasses on public 
roads within the state that have a minimum clearance above the roadway 
below of less than fourteen feet six inches (14’ 6”). The list shall be updated at 
least monthly on the website and at least annually in the printed version. The 
department is authorized to charge a fee for the printed list sufficient to offset 
_ the administrative cost of compiling, updating, printing and shipping the list. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 808, § 7; 2019, ch. 252, § 2. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
1961, ch. 97, § 3; Acts 1963, ch. 161, §§ 1-7; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, §§ 5, 7; T.C.A., 
8§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-463; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 113; 1996, ch. 761, §§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 
bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 803, §§ 1 through 13, 
which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 


concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 808, § 17, provided that the 
act take effect June 5, 2002, for the purpose of 
promulgating rules and regulations, and that 
for all other purposes, the act is effective Octo- 
ber 1, 2002. 


Law Reviews. 

Criminal Law and Procedure — 1963 Tennes- 
see Survey (Robert E. Kendrick), 17 Vand. L. 
Rev. 977. 


55-4-408. Compliance with § 55-7-205. 


Transport of mobile homes shall be subject to § 55-7-205 pertaining to 


excess weight. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 8038, § 8. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
1961, ch. 97, § 3; Acts 1963, ch. 161, §§ 1-7; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, §§ 5, 7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-463; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 113; 1996, ch. 761, §§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 


bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 803, §§ 1 through 13, 
which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 
concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 17, provided that the 
act take effect June 5, 2002, for the purpose of 
promulgating rules and regulations, and that 
for all other purposes, the act is effective Octo- 
ber 1, 2002. 


55-4-409. Category of size for which permits required. 


A permit is required for each category of size, height, width, length and/or 
weight, that is exceeded by the mobile home being transported, except as 


provided in § 55-4-405. 


55-4-410 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 9. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
1961, ch. 97, § 3; Acts 1963, ch. 161, §§ 1-7; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, §§ 5, 7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-463; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 118; 1996, ch. 761, §§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 
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bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 803, §§ 1 through 18, 
which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 
concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 808, § 17, provided that the 
act take effect June 5, 2002, for the purpose of 
promulgating rules and regulations, and that 
for all other purposes, the act is effective Octo- 
ber 1, 2002. 


55-4-410. Rules and regulations — Affirmative duty of transporter to 


ensure safety. 


(a) The department of transportation is authorized to promulgate rules and 
regulations prescribing safety precautions and equipment to be utilized by 
those transporting mobile homes subject to this part. 

(b) The transporter and the seller of the mobile home, if the seller is a 
different person or entity than the transporter, moving a mobile home that is 
subject to this part shall have the affirmative duty to determine that: 

(1) The undercarriage for the manufactured home is equipped with 
adequate brakes that are operated from the towing vehicle; and 

(2) The route traveled allows safe passage of the mobile home, based upon 
the height and width of the mobile home. 

(c) The affirmative duty created pursuant to this section shall be primarily 
the transporter’s duty. The seller shall be secondarily liable. The affirmative 
duty to determine the safe passage may be met by use of a front escort vehicle 
having protrusions equal to the height and width of the mobile home. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 10. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
1961; ch. 97, $) 3; Acts 1963. ch. 162," $8 11-7: 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, §§ 5, 7; T.C.A,, 
§§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-4638; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 113; 1996, ch. 761, §§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 


bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 803, §§ 1 through 138, 
which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 
concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 17, provided that the 
act take effect June 5, 2002, for the purpose of 
promulgating rules and regulations, and that 
for all other purposes, the act is effective Octo- 
ber 1, 2002. 


55-4-411. Administration by department of transportation — Required 


posting of placard. 


(a) This part shall be administered by the department of transportation, 
which is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations for the administration 


of this part. 


(b)(1) The department of transportation shall issue to all annual permit 
holders a placard bearing the applicable permit number and a telephone 
number to be used to report unsafe or erratic driving to the department of 
transportation. This placard shall be designed by the department of trans- 
portation in consultation with the department of safety. The transporter of a 
manufactured home under an annual permit shall prominently display this 
placard on the rear of the manufactured home being moved. Replacement 
placards shall be issued after a sufficient showing of loss or destruction of the 
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original placard and payment of a fifty-dollar replacement fee. 
(2) Notwithstanding § 55-4-412, failure to properly display a placard 
pursuant to subdivision (b)(1) is a Class C misdemeanor punishable only by 


a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00). 


(c) From the fees collected for the issuance of permits under this part, an 
amount equal to the expenses incurred by the department of transportation in 
administering this program shall be allocated to the highway fund. The 
remaining balance shall be allocated to the general fund. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 808, § 11. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
1961, ch. 97, § 3; Acts 1963, ch. 161, §§ 1-7; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, 8§ 5, 7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-463; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 113; 1996, ch. 761, 8§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 


which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 
concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 17, provided that the 
act take effect June 5, 2002, for the purpose of 
promulgating rules and regulations, and that 
for all other purposes, the act is effective Octo- 
ber 1, 2002. 


Cross-References. 


bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 803, §§ 1 through 18, 111. 


55-4-412. Penalty for violating part. 


(a) Any person transporting a mobile home, manufactured house or house 
trailer, as defined in § 55-4-402, into or through this state, or over any street, 
road or highway of this state in violation of any provision of this part, commits 
a Class B misdemeanor punishable as follows: 

(1) By a fine of two hundred fifty dollars ($250) for the first offense in a 
twelve-month period; 

(2) By a fine of five hundred dollars ($500) for the second offense in a 
twelve-month period; and 

(3) By a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000) and a ninety-day revocation 
of any driver’s license for the third or subsequent offense in a twelve-month 
period. 

(b) Within thirty (30) days of conviction for a violation of this section, the 
clerk of the court of conviction shall give notice.of this conviction to the 
department of transportation. 

(c) Upon receipt of notice of a third violation in a twelve-month period, the 
department of transportation shall suspend the subject permit and the permit 
holder’s privilege to obtain other permits under this part for a period of ninety 
(90) days from the date of receipt of the notice; provided, that nothing in this 
subsection (c) shall be construed as prohibiting multiple permit holders from 
either using other valid permits not subject to suspension, obtaining supple- 
ments for other valid permits not subject to suspension or renewing other valid 
permits not subject to suspension. 

(d) This part may be enforced by the department of safety or local law 
enforcement agencies. Whenever a person is arrested for any violation of this 
part, the arresting officer may issue a traffic citation to the person in lieu of 
arrest, continued custody and the taking of the arrested person before a 
magistrate in accordance with § 55-10-207(b)(3). 


55-4-413 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 12. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
1961, ch. 97, § 3; Acts 1963, ch. 161, §§ 1-7; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, §§ 5, 7; T.C.A., 
§§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-463; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 1138; 1996, ch. 761, §§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 
bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 803, §§ 1 through 18, 
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which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 
concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 17, provided that the 
act take effect June 5, 2002, for the purpose of 
promulgating rules and regulations, and that 
for all other purposes, the act is effective Octo- 
ber 1, 2002. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class B misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-4-413. Liability for damages to highways, bridges and other road 
structures. 


(a) The transporter of any mobile home, manufactured home or house 
trailer subject to this part shall be liable for any and all damages resulting 
from the mobile home, manufactured home or house trailer striking a 
guardrail, bridge, concrete barrier, overhead structure or other obstruction 
while traveling on the public roads or highways of the state. 

(b)(1) If during transport, a mobile home, manufactured home or house 

trailer subject to this part blocks traffic on a controlled-access facility as 

defined by § 54-16-101 because the vehicle cannot proceed due to height, 

width or length, the transporter thereof shall pay to the department of 
transportation a road user fee in the amount of one thousand dollars ($1,000) 
and the department of transportation shall suspend the subject permit and 
the permit holder’s privilege to obtain other permits under this part for a 
period of ninety (90) days from the date the department receives notice that 
the roadway was blocked; provided, that nothing in this subsection (b) shall 
be construed as prohibiting multiple permit holders from either using other 
valid permits not subject to suspension, obtaining supplements for other 
valid permits not subject to suspension or renewing other valid permits not 
subject to suspension. If the same permit holder blocks traffic on a con- 
trolled-access roadway a second time within eighteen (18) months from the 
date of the first occurrence, the transporter shall pay to the department of 
transportation the road user fee calculated by the department of transpor- 
tation using the same formula it uses to calculate incentive payments on 
road construction projects. 

(2) If the transporter fails to pay the fees within thirty (30) days of the 
date the road is blocked, its privilege to obtain permits under this part shall 
be suspended until payment is made. The department of transportation is 
authorized to take legal action to collect this fee. 

(c) Any person or entity transporting any mobile home, manufactured home 
or house trailer subject to this part shall, prior to the issuance of a permit 
pursuant to this part, secure and maintain public liability insurance in an 
amount not less than one million dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence. The 
insurance shall cover the tractor, mobile home, manufactured home or house 
trailer and any other attachments thereto. Proof of this insurance shall be 
carried in the vehicle used to transport the mobile home, manufactured home 
or house trailer and satisfactory proof of the insurance shall be submitted to 
the department prior to the issuance of a permit pursuant to this part. 
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(d) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the state and any political 
subdivisions of the state shall be absolutely immune from liability for all 
damages resulting from a mobile home striking a guardrail, bridge, concrete 


barrier, overhead structure or other obstruction while traveling on the public 


roads or highways of the state. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 13. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 4, §§ 55-4-401 — 55-4-410 
(Impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. Am. Acts 
1961, ch. 97, § 3; Acts 1963, ch. 161, §§ 1-7; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, 8§ 5, 7; T.C.A., 
8§ 59-454 — 59-460, 59-463; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 113; 1996, ch. 761, §§ 1, 2), concerning mo- 


bile homes, was repealed effective October 1, 
2002 by Acts 2002, ch. 803, §§ 1 through 13, 
which also enacted a new title 55, ch. 4, part 4 
concerning movements of manufactured 
homes, effective October 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 17, provided that the 
act take effect June 5, 2002, for the purpose of 
promulgating rules and regulations, and that 
for all other purposes, the act is effective Octo- 
ber 1, 2002. 


PART 5 
COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE FLEETS 


55-4-501. “Fleet” defined. 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires, “fleet” means one 
thousand (1,000) or more vehicles owned or long-term leased by a corporation 
or other legal entity and registered in the state pursuant to this part. 


History. 
Acts 19938, ch. 150, § 2; 2007, ch. 484, § 64. 


55-4-502. Annual fleet registration. 


Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, in lieu of staggered vehicle 
registration, a company may register its fleet on an annual basis so that the 
registration of all vehicles in the fleet expires in the same month, that month 
to be requested by the applicant and approved by the commissioner. The 
commissioner shall approve an applicant’s request for fleet registration if the 
applicant: 

(1) Provides an application containing information necessary for qualifi- 
cation as a fleet registrant; 

(2) Provides a list of all vehicles to be included in the fleet; and 

(3) Pays a one-time filing fee of one hundred dollars ($100) for the 
applicant. 


History. 
Acts 1993, ch. 150, § 3. 


55-4-503. Registering officer — Distribution of taxes and fees to 
county. 


(a) The department is the registering officer for the initial application for 
registration and subsequent renewal applications of fleet registrants. In the 
application for registration, the applicant shall group vehicles by county of 
domicile. The commissioner shall collect and distribute to county governments 
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and county government officials the same taxes and fees as would be applicable 
if the vehicles were registered in the county. 

(b) For the purpose of this section, “domicile” means the county where the 
vehicle is most commonly dispatched or worked. 


History. 
Acts 1993, ch. 150, § 4. 


55-4-504. Permanent registration card and validating sticker. 


On approval of the application for fleet registration, the department shall 
issue a permanent registration card and a permanent validating sticker for 
each of the qualified vehicles in the fleet. The permanent registration card 
shall be carried in the vehicle at all times and shall be made available to any 
law enforcement officer on demand. It shall include all necessary motor vehicle 
insurance information to properly identify fleet coverage, either self-insurance 
or commercial carrier. The permanent validating sticker shall be displayed in 
the manner prescribed by the department. 


History. 
Acts 1993, ch. 150, § 5. 


55-4-505. Adjusting tax valuation and classification fees to establish a 
uniform month of expiration. 


(a) For the purposes of establishing a new fleet registrant, in order to 
establish a uniform month of expiration, the valuation for the vehicle license 
tax shall be maintained at the current valuation if it is necessary to calculate 
a partial year vehicle license tax. 

(b) For the purposes of establishing a new fleet registrant, in order to 
establish a uniform month of expiration, the classification fees and any other 
motor carrier fees established by law may be discounted on a monthly basis for 
the purposes of calculating a partial registration year. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 150, § 6. 


55-4-506. Additional vehicles. 


If a vehicle is added to the fleet during the registration year, the commis- 
sioner shall discount all fees required for registration as prescribed by law. In 
addition to all registration fees, the registrant shall pay a five-dollar identifi- 
cation fee for each vehicle added to the fleet. 


History. 
Acts 1993, ch. 150, § 7. 


55-4-507. Renewal — Deletion of vehicle — Testing and inspection. 


(a) On the renewal of a fleet registration, the department shall require 
payment of full licensing fees for every vehicle registered in the preceding year 
unless the vehicle has been properly deleted from the fleet. 

(b) In order to delete a vehicle from the fleet, the fleet registrant shall 
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surrender to the department the permanent registration card and the perma- 
nent validating sticker. If the card or sticker is lost or stolen, the fleet 
registrant shall submit a sworn statement giving the circumstances for the 
inability to surrender the card or sticker. 

(c) Registered fleet vehicles will comply with existing state and county/city 
laws and requirements for testing and inspection. However, required docu- 
mentation at annual renewal will be provided in the form of a sworn statement 
of compliance for the list of fleet renewal vehicles. 


History. 
Acts 1993, ch. 150, § 8. 
PART 6 — 
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO ORGAN DONOR 
PROGRAMS 


55-4-601. Voluntary contributions by motor vehicle registrants to 
support organ donation programs. 


(a) Upon the registration or registration renewal of any motor vehicle in any 
county in which the county clerk participates in this program, the registrant 
shall have the opportunity to make a voluntary donation of one dollar ($1.00) 
for the purpose of promoting and supporting organ donation in the state. 

(b) The voluntary contribution shall be in addition to fees payable for the 
registration of a motor vehicle. 

(c) Forms for certificate of vehicle registration renewal furnished by the 
department shall contain an appropriate designation for the contribution. 

(d) The contribution shall be paid, in addition to fees required for motor 
vehicle registration, to the county clerk in the county in which the motor 
vehicle is registered, shall be retained by the county clerk, and shall be paid 
over, no less than quarterly, to a tax-exempt, not-for-profit entity created by the 
county clerks association for the purpose of promoting and supporting organ 
donation in the state. 


History. 
Acts 1995, ch. 83, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 65. 


55-4-602. Participation by county clerks. 


Each county clerk desiring to participate in this program shall notify the 
county legislative body of the clerk’s participation in writing. A county clerk 
desiring to cease participation in this program shall notify the county legisla- 
tive body to that effect in writing. 


History. 
Acts 1995, ch. 83, § 1. 


55-4-603. Contributions not subject to commissions. 


The voluntary contributions authorized in this part are not subject to any 
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commissions including, but not limited to, those authorized by § 8-21- 
401(h)(2). 


History. 
Acts 1995, ch. 83, § 1. 


PART 7 
OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES 


55-4-701. Off-highway vehicle license plate. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a Class I or Class II off-highway vehicle, as defined 
in § 55-8-101, who is a resident of this state shall be issued an off-highway 
vehicle license plate authorized by § 55-4-210(f) upon: 

(1) Compliance with the applicable provisions of chapters 1-6, including 
applications for certificates of title, and with rules promulgated by the 
department; and 

(2) Payment of the fee applicable to the vehicle as provided in Class H of 
§ 55-4-111(a)(1). 

(b) The fees imposed by Class H of § 55-4-111(a)(1) and collected by the 
department shall be allocated pursuant to § 55-6-107(a) in the same manner 
as registration fees imposed by this chapter are allocated. 

(c) As a condition precedent to operating a Class I or Class II off-highway 
vehicle upon a county road in this state the operator shall comply with chapter 
12 of this title relative to financial responsibility. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 790, § 8. 


55-4-702. Off-highway vehicle temporary permit. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a Class I or Class II off-highway vehicle, as defined 
in § 55-8-101, who is a not a resident of this state, upon complying with rules 
promulgated by the department and paying both a four-dollar fee and a fee 
equal to the cost of designing and manufacturing the permit, shall be issued an 
off-highway vehicle temporary permit authorized for the off-highway vehicles 
enumerated in § 55-4-210(f)(1); provided, however, that in the event the 
temporary permit is issued through the offices of the county clerks of the state 
or a vendor selected by the department an additional fee of two dollars ($2.00) 
shall be imposed and retained by the clerks or by the vendor as compensation 
for services. 

(b) The four-dollar fee imposed by subsection (a) shall be apportioned in the 
same manner as provided in § 55-4-701(b). 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 790, § 8. 
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ANTI-THEFT PROVISIONS 


Part 1. Violations of Title and Registration Law 


Stolen and recovered motor vehicles — Duties of law enforcement officers — Responsi- 
bilities attaching to wrecker, salvage and garage businesses — Penalties. 

Theft or embezzlement and recovery of registered vehicle — Notice required — Penalty. 

Rules and forms for theft or embezzlement reports — Duties of commissioner and 
department of safety and department of revenue. 

Temporary taking of vehicle — Joyriding — Obtaining possession fraudulently — 
Neglect to return — Class E felony. 

Chauffeur using automobile without owner’s consent — Penalty. 
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Identification numbers — Method of installation. 

Permanent records of transactions — Bills of sales — Inspections — Contraband subject 
to forfeiture — Rights of claimants — Sale of forfeited property. 

Penalties for sale, shipment, or manufacture of passenger cars or components not 
bearing identification numbers. 

Application of §§ 55-5-106 — 55-5-109. 

Buying, disposing of or possessing motor vehicle, engine or transmission with removed 
or altered identification mark or number unlawful. 

Altering or changing of distinguishing number or identification mark — Restoration of 
vehicle identification number. 

Fraudulent statements in application — Penalty. 

Enforcement of motor vehicle laws — Penalties — Enforcement procedures — Operation 
without registration plates — Penalties — Failure to license mobile home or house 
trailer. 

Misuse of evidences of registration a misdemeanor — Penalties. 

Altering, falsifying or forging evidences of title, assignments or plates a felony. 

Grounds for suspension or revocation of registrations, certificates of titles, and permits. 

Grounds for suspension or revocation of certificates or special plates and temporary tags 
or permits of manufacturers, transporters or dealers. 

Evidences of registration to be returned by owner upon cancellation, suspension or 
revocation. 

Penalty for violations. 

Violation — Class E felony. 

Moving any motor vehicle located on private property unlawful — Exceptions. 

Penalties for violations. 

Treble damages. 

Abandoned and junked vehicle laws unaffected. 

Use of stolen plates — Penalty. 

Junked or salvaged motor vehicles — Sale or transfer of certificates of title, identifica- 
tion plates or license plates — Penalties. 

Seized or repossessed motor vehicles — Notice to sheriff. 

Impounded vehicles — Entry onto private property. 

Reporting theft of motor vehicle from bailee. 


Part 2. Motor Vehicle Chop Shop Act of 2000 


Short title. 

Part definitions. 
Violations and penalties. 
Seizure of property. 
Forfeiture of property. 
Civil remedies. 
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PART 1 
VIOLATIONS OF TITLE AND REGISTRATION LAW 


55-5-101. Stolen and recovered motor vehicles — Duties of law en- 
forcement officers — Responsibilities attaching to 
wrecker, salvage and garage businesses — Penalties. 


(a)(1) It is the duty of every law enforcement officer who receives a report 
based on reliable information that any motor vehicle has been stolen to 
report the theft of the vehicle to the department of safety immediately after 
receiving the information. 

(2) The officer, who recovers or upon receiving information of the recovery 
of any motor vehicle, chassis, engine, transmission or other parts and 
accessories taken from the vehicle, which has previously been reported 
stolen, shall, immediately after receiving this information, report the recov- 
ery of the vehicle to the department. 

(3) The reports of the theft of any motor vehicle and the recovery of any 
motor vehicle shall be made to the Tennessee highway patrol dispatcher in 
the area in which the theft and/or recovery occurred. 

(4) It is the duty of the local sheriff's office or police department where any 
motor vehicle has been reported stolen or recovered to file and maintain a 
report of the theft and/or recovery, the report to include, but not be limited 
to, available information as to ownership and the address of the owner, 
make, year and color of vehicle, license number and manufacturer’s identi- 
fication number, date of theft and/or recovery, name of person reporting theft 
and location where the theft occurred, name of person reporting recovery of 
vehicle and location of recovery, condition of vehicle at place of recovery and 
list of any parts or accessories found adjacent to recovered vehicle, and name 
and location of any wrecker or garage operator pulling or storing the vehicle, 
its parts or accessories. 

(5) It is the further duty of the local sheriff's office or police department to 
transmit the information in subdivision (a)(4) pertaining to the theft or 
recovery of any motor vehicle, its chassis, engine, transmission or other 
parts and accessories thereof, to the Tennessee highway patrol dispatcher as 
heretofore set forth. 

(6) It is the duty of both the department and the local sheriffs office or 
police department receiving information of the recovery of any motor vehicle, 
its chassis, engine, transmission, or other parts and accessories, to report the 
recovery to the owner. 

(b)(1) No person, firm or corporation engaged in the wrecker and/or garage 
or automobile salvage business shall remove, pull or store any recovered 
stolen motor vehicle, chassis, engine, transmission or other parts and 
accessories, without having first obtained the permission and authorization 
of either a law enforcement officer, the owner, lienholder or owner’s insurer. 
Upon receiving the required permission to remove, pull or store the vehicle, 
its chassis, engine, transmission or other parts and accessories, the person, 
firm or corporation so removing, pulling or storing the motor vehicle or its 
parts described above, shall immediately notify the Tennessee highway 
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patrol dispatcher of the recovery, the name and address of the owner if 
known or reasonably ascertainable, the make, year and color of the vehicle, 
the condition of the vehicle at the place of recovery, and a list of any parts or 
accessories adjacent to or near the recovered vehicle, the manufacturer’s 
identification number, or engine or transmission number, if ascertainable, 
the license number if attached to the vehicle or left nearby, the location of 
recovery and location where the vehicle will be stored, and the name of the 
person authorizing the removing, pulling or storing of the vehicle or its 
parts. 

(2) In the event a motor vehicle is recovered in a stripped or disassembled 
condition, all recovered parts thereof, including, but not limited to, the 
chassis, engine, transmission, differential, doors, deck lid, hood, front end 
clip (fenders and grill), seats, tires and wheels, and any other parts and 
accessories reasonably inferred to belong with the vehicle shall be taken to 
the same location, labeled and kept together. 

(3) In no event shall any part or accessory, including those listed in 
subdivision (b)(2), be removed from any recovered motor vehicle or its 
component parts without the written permission of the owner or its insurer. 
(c) A permanent record of the same information required to be given to the 

Tennessee highway patrol in regard to recovered vehicles shall be kept by the 
person, firm or corporation removing, pulling or storing the recovered vehicle 
for a period of two (2) years from the date of the recovery, and shall be available 
to all law enforcement officers for inspection at any reasonable time during 
business hours without prior notice or the necessity of obtaining a search 
warrant. As used in this subsection (c), “recovered vehicle” means any vehicle 
towed or stored by a person, firm, or corporation engaged in the business of 
towing or storing vehicles. 

(d) Nothing in subsection (c) should be construed to relieve any of the duties 
and responsibilities placed upon any person, firm or corporation in chapters 14 
and 16 of this title. 

(e) A violation of this section is a Class A misdemeanor. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 70 (Williams, 
§ 5538.170); Acts 1972, ch. 725, § 1; modified; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-501; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 111; 1992, ch. 829, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For transfer of the division of title and regis- 
tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
(April 19, 2006). 


Cross-References. 

Authority of Tennessee highway patrol, § 4- 
7-114. 

Breaking into vehicles, burglary, § 39-14- 
402. 

Criminal investigation division with the Ten- 
nessee highway patrol, title 4, ch. 7, part 4. 

Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-5-102. Theft or embezzlement and recovery of registered vehicle — 
Notice required — Penalty. 


(a) The owner, lienholder or insurer of the owner of a registered vehicle that 
has been stolen or embezzled shall notify the Tennessee highway patrol or the 
local sheriffs office or police department of the theft or embezzlement, but in 
the event of an embezzlement, the person shall make the report only after 
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having procured the issuance of a warrant for the arrest of the person charged 
with the embezzlement. 

(b) Every owner or other person who has given any notice under subsection 
(a) must notify the Tennessee highway patrol or the local sheriffs office or 
police department of a recovery of the vehicle. 

(c) In the event the owner is notified by any law enforcement officer or by a 
garage or wrecker operator of the recovery of the stolen vehicle, it is the duty 
of the owner to immediately notify the owner’s theft insurer of the vehicle’s 
recovery and its location. 

(d) Any person, firm or corporation violating this section commits a Class C 
misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 71 = (Williams, Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
§ 55381171); wActs) 1972, chun 2548 2-1 Cua 314), 
(orig. ed.), § 59-502; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1138. 


55-5-103. Rules and forms for theft or embezzlement reports — Duties 
of commissioner and department of safety and depart- 
ment of revenue. 


(a)(1) The commissioner of safety is authorized and directed to promulgate 
rules and regulations pertaining to the submission of the reports required 
under §§ 55-5-101 and 55-5-102. The rules and regulations shall include 
time limits for the submission of the reports and shall prescribe the forms 
that the reports shall be submitted upon. 

(2) The commissioner of safety shall cause to be distributed to the sheriffs’ 
offices and police departments throughout the state the requisite forms for 
the reporting of the theft and recovery of stolen vehicles and parts. The 
commissioner of safety shall further prescribe and distribute those forms 
required of wrecker, garage and automobile salvage operators in regard to 
the recovery of stolen motor vehicles and parts. 

(b)(1) The department of safety, by and through the Tennessee highway 

patrol dispatchers, upon receiving reports of the theft or recovery of motor 

vehicles, shall cause this information to be filed with the national crime 
information center. 

(2) The department of safety shall further notify the department of 
revenue of these reports and the department of revenue, upon receiving a 
report of a stolen or embezzled vehicle as heretofore provided, shall file and 
appropriately index the same, and shall immediately suspend the certificate 
of title to the vehicle so reported and shall not transfer the certificate of title 
until such time as it is notified in writing that the vehicle has been 
recovered. 

(c) The department of revenue shall, at least once each week, compile and 
maintain in its office a list of all vehicles that have been stolen and embezzled 
or recovered as reported to it during the preceding week, and this list shall be 
made immediately available to the department of safety and shall be open to 
inspection by the general public. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 4-7-402 to the contrary, the police department shall 
have concurrent jurisdiction with the criminal investigation division to inves- 


307 ANTI-THEFT PROVISIONS 55-5-104 
tigate theft and recovery of stolen vehicles in any county with a metropolitan 
form of government and having a population of more than three hundred 
thousand (300,000), according to the 2000 federal census or any subsequent 
federal census. Nothing in this subsection (d) shall be construed to relieve the 
duty to report thefts and recoveries of stolen vehicles to the department of 


safety pursuant to this part. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 72 (Williams, 
§ 5538.172); Acts 1972, ch. 725, § 3; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-503; Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 66; 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For tables of U.S.decennial populations of 
Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
supplement. 


2008, ch. 775, § 1. 


55-5-104. Temporary taking of vehicle — Joyriding — Obtaining pos- 
session fraudulently — Neglect to return — Class E felony. 


(a) Any person who, with intent to defraud the owner of any motor vehicle 
or a person in lawful possession of the motor vehicle, obtains possession of the 
vehicle from the owner, or the servant, agents or employees of the owner, by 
agreeing in writing, to pay a rental for use of the vehicle based in whole or part 
on the distance the vehicle is driven, commits a Class E felony. 

(b) Obtaining possession of the vehicle by means of trick, false or fraudulent 
misrepresentation, or false impersonation of another, or by giving a bad or 
worthless check as a deposit or in payment of the rental, in obtaining 
possession of the vehicle, shall be prima facie evidence of intent to defraud. 

(c) Any person who, after hiring, leasing or renting a motor vehicle under an 
agreement in writing, which provides for return of the vehicle to a particular 
place, or at a particular time, abandons this vehicle, or refuses or willfully 
neglects to return the vehicle to the place and at the time specified in the 
agreement, or who secretes, converts, sells or attempts to sell the motor 
vehicle, or any part of the motor vehicle, commits a Class E felony. 

(d) The failure, or refusal, or neglect to return the vehicle within seventy- 
two (72) hours subsequent to the date or time specified in the written 
agreement shall be prima facie evidence of willful intent to violate this section; 
provided, that failure, refusal or neglect to return the vehicle within the 
seventy-two-hour period shall not be evidence of willful intent if the person 
provides written notification to the owner within the seventy-two-hour period 
of the person’s intention to return the vehicle and returns the vehicle within 
twenty-four (24) hours of the notification, or when agreed upon by the owner 
and the person, and if the person pays the fair rental value for the vehicle. 

(e) A violation of this section is a Class E felony. 


History. 

Pe At. Ch lt. Ge ks nan. OUD. 
§ 6567a4; Code 1932, § 10948; Acts 1961, ch. 
108, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-504; Acts 1989, 
ch. 591, §§ 5, 53; 1996, ch. 736, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class E felony, § 40-35-111. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Criminal Practice and Procedure 
(Raybin), §§ 28.91, 28.97. 


Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 34, 38; 15 Tenn. Juris., Insur- 
ance, § 118. 


Law Reviews. 

Criminal Law in Tennessee in 1979 — A 
Critical Survey, III. Procedure (Joseph G. 
Cook), 48 Tenn. L. Rev. 19 (1980). 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Double Jeopardy. 

. Purpose of Statute. 
Elements of Offense. 
Bailee’s Acts Not Covered. 
Personal Use by Employee. 
. Multiple Offenses Charged. 
. Liability of Insurer. 
Charge to Jury. 

. Lesser Included Offense. 


I ON DOA wh 


. Double Jeopardy. 

The crimes of hit and run and traffic offenses 
are not the same as the crime of joyriding for 
double jeopardy purposes. Fox v. Dutton, 603 F. 
Supp. 25, 1984 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 24151 (M.D. 
Tenn. 1984). 


2. Purpose of Statute. 

The purpose of the statute was to make a 
taking larceny even though the taker’s intent 
was not wholly or permanently to deprive the 
owner of its use, as by taking a joyride with 
intent to return the automobile to its owner. 
Globe & Rutgers Fire Ins. Co. v. House, 163 
Tenn. 585, 45 S.W.2d 55, 1931 Tenn. LEXIS 152 
(1932). 

This statute was clearly designed to put 
taking an automobile for temporary use on the 
same plan as taking for permanent use. Globe 
& Rutgers Fire Ins. Co. v. House, 163 Tenn. 585, 
45 §.W.2d 55, 1931 Tenn. LEXIS 152 (1932). 

This section making it a felony to take an 
automobile without consent did not repeal 
§ 55-5-105 making it a misdemeanor for a 
chauffeur to do so. Poston v. Aetna Ins. Co., 29 
Tenn. App. 115, 194 S.W.2d 248, 1946 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 60 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1946). 


3. Elements of Offense. 

A conviction may be had under this section 
upon proof the defendant took the vehicle with- 
out the owner’s consent with intent to deprive 
the true owner of its use temporarily, such as 
taking a joyride or going on a particular mis- 
sion. Prince v. State, 220 Tenn. 587, 421 S.W.2d 
627, 1967 Tenn. LEXIS 441 (1967). 

The only difference between larceny of auto- 
mobile and joyriding is that in joyriding there is 
no intent to steal, thus joyriding stands as an 
included offense of larceny. Spencer v. State, 
501 S.W.2d 799, 1973 Tenn. LEXIS 536 (Tenn. 
1973). 


4, Bailee’s Acts Not Covered. 

A garage owner to whom possession of a car is 
committed for repairs and who makes tempo- 
rary use is governed as to criminal liability by 
another section. Bailey v. State, 150 Tenn. 598, 
266 S.W. 122, 1924 Tenn. LEXIS 31 (1924). 


5. Personal Use by Employee. 
Employee, obtaining consent of employer to 
use employer’s automobile for certain purpose, 


who, after accomplishing such purpose, used 
the automobile for his own purpose, was not 
guilty of violating the statute. Stovall v. New 
York Indem. Co., 157 Tenn. 301, 8 S.W.2d 473, 
1928 Tenn. LEXIS 192, 72 A.L.R. 1868 (1928). 


6. Multiple Offenses Charged. 

Verdict finding defendant guilty only of re- 
ceiving and concealing stolen car operated as 
an acquittal of counts charging larceny of the 
automobile and of taking and using it without 
the owner’s consent. Harvey v. State, 213 Tenn. 
608, 376 S.W.2d 497, 1964 Tenn. LEXIS 428 
(1964). 

Where defendant was tried on three counts 
charging respectively, larceny of truck, receiv- 
ing and concealing such truck, and taking such 
truck without consent of owner, and was con- 
victed of larceny and where there was evidence 
relative to the taking of the truck and defen- 
dant testified that he took truck without intent 
to steal or knowledge that it was stolen, it was 
not possible to say that there was no evidence 
in record from which a finding of guilty on third 
count could be made and case would be re- 
versed and remanded where there was no in- 
struction of that count. Prince v. State, 220 
Tenn. 587, 421 S.W.2d 627, 1967 Tenn. LEXIS 
441 (1967). 


7. Liability of Insurer. 

In view of this statute, an insurer of an 
automobile against “theft, robbery or pilferage” 
is liable where an automobile is driven away 
and damaged by one, other than a bailee, who 
took it for temporary use and without intent to 
deprive owner of it permanently. Globe & Rut- 
gers Fire Ins. Co. v. House, 163 Tenn. 585, 45 
S.W.2d 55, 1931 Tenn. LEXIS 152 (1932). 

Recovery could be had under policy insuring 
automobile owner against damage caused by 
larceny where car had been left for repairs and 
had been taken by employee of repair shop on 
personal mission, since such employee was not 
a chauffeur of the owner, and such taking was 
therefore a larceny rather than a misdemeanor. 
Poston v. Aetna Ins. Co., 29 Tenn. App. 115, 194 
S.W.2d 248, 1946 Tenn. App. LEXIS 60 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1946). 


8. Charge to Jury. 

Where in a prosecution for grand larceny for 
taking automobile without owner’s consent an 
issue was presented by evidence as to whether 
the intent of the deprivation was a permanent 
or temporary one, it was duty of court to charge 
jury as to lesser included offense of joyriding. 
Spencer v. State, 501 S.W.2d 799, 1973 Tenn. 
LEXIS 536 (Tenn. 1973). 


9. Lesser Included Offense. 
“Joyriding,” as defined in this section, is an 
offense lesser than and included within the 
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offense of larceny of an automobile and it must 
be charged to the jury when the facts warrant 
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it. State v. Hamm, 611 S.W.2d 826, 1981 Tenn. 
LEXIS 408 (Tenn. 1981). 


55-5-105. Chauffeur using automobile without owner’s consent — 


Penalty. 


(a) It is unlawful for any chauffeur or any other person in like capacity to 
use the automobile of another without the owner’s permission or consent. 
(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 

Acts 1911, ch. 28, §§ 1, 2; Shan., §§ 6501a1, 
6501a2; Code 1932, §§ 10847, 10848; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-505; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 34. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Construction. 
2. Liability of Insurer. 
3. Employee’s Improper Use. 


1. Construction. 

It is not presumed that a person is acting 
otherwise than lawfully; hence, a chauffeur, 
driving car of one by whom he is regularly 
employed as such, may be presumed to have 
been put into possession by the owner. Mason v. 
Burgess, 8 Tenn. Civ. App. 138 (1917). 

Section 55-5-104, making it larceny to take 
and use the automobile of another without 
permission, did not repeal this section. Bailey v. 
State, 150 Tenn. 598, 266 S.W. 122, 1924 Tenn. 
LEXIS 31 (1924). 

Pushing an automobile across a road, where- 
upon it escaped from control and ran into a 
gulch, did not constitute use of the car within 
the meaning of this section. Bailey v. State, 150 
Tenn. 598, 266 S.W. 122, 1924 Tenn. LEXIS 31 
(1924), 


2. Liability of Insurer. 
Though, under this statute, an insurer 
against “theft, robbery or pilferage” of an auto- 


mobile would not be liable where car was dam- 
aged while bailee made unauthorized use of it, 
he would be liable under another statute, 
where car is damaged by one, other than a 
bailee, who took it for temporary use and with- 
out intent to deprive owner of it permanently. 
Globe & Rutgers Fire Ins. Co. v. House, 163 
Tenn. 585, 45 S.W.2d 55, 1931 Tenn. LEXIS 152 
(1932). 

Recovery could be had under policy insuring 
automobile owner against damage caused by 
larceny where car had been left for repairs and 
had been taken by employee of repair shop on 
personal mission, since such employee was not 
a chauffeur of the owner, and such taking was 
therefore a larceny rather than a misdemeanor. 
Poston v. Aetna Ins. Co., 29 Tenn. App. 115, 194 
S.W.2d 248, 1946 Tenn. App. LEXIS 60 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1946). 


3. Employee’s Improper Use. 

Employee, obtaining consent of employer to 
use employer’s automobile for certain purpose, 
who, after accomplishing such purpose, uses 
the automobile for his own purpose, is not 
guilty of violating the statute. Stovall v. New 
York Indem. Co., 157 Tenn. 301, 8 S.W.2d 473, 
1928 Tenn. LEXIS 192, 72 A.L.R. 1868 (1928). 


55-5-106. Required identification numbers. 


(a) New Motor Vehicles, Freight Vehicles and Livestock Trailers and 
Components Manufactured Within This State. All new motor vehicles, 
new motor vehicle engines and transmissions, new freight vehicles, and new 
livestock trailers, as specified herein, and manufactured in this state and 
intended for sale to the general public within this state, shall be required to 
have placed upon them a vehicle identification number. The required vehicle 
identification number shall not be the same as the vehicle identification 
number of any other motor vehicle, freight vehicle or livestock trailer manu- 
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factured by the same manufacturer. The vehicle component identification 
number shall not be the same number as the component identification number 
for any other like component manufactured by the same manufacturer, but 
may be the same as the vehicle identification number if the components are 
installed as original equipment. 

(b) New Motor Vehicles, Freight Vehicles and Livestock Trailers 
Sold Within This State. No new motor vehicle, new freight vehicle or new 
livestock trailer shall be sold to the general public in this state unless the 
motor vehicle, freight vehicle or livestock trailer bears a vehicle identification 
number which shall not be the same as the vehicle identification number of any 
other motor vehicle, freight vehicle or livestock trailer made by the same 
manufacturer. 

(c) New Components Sold Within the State. No new motor vehicle 
component shall be sold to the general public in this state unless the same 
shall bear an identification number, which shall not be the same as the 
identification number of any other like vehicle component made by the same 
manufacturer, except that the number may be the same number as the vehicle 
identification number, if the particular component has been installed as 
original equipment in the motor vehicle prior to its sale to the general public. 

(d) Accessibility of Identification Number. The vehicle identification 
number required in subsections (a) and (b) shall be easily accessible for 
inspection. 

(e) Definitions. As used in §§ 55-5-106 — 55-5-109: 

(1) “Component.” Each of the following passenger car components shall be 
considered a part for the purpose of requiring a component identification 
number: engines and transmissions; 

(2) “Freight vehicle” means any vehicle designed to be used on public 
highways for the purpose of transporting property; 

(3) “Livestock trailer” means any vehicle, with or without motor power, 
designed for carrying livestock, including, but not limited to, horses, and for 
being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that any part of its weight 
rests upon the towing vehicle and so constructed that some part of its weight 
and that of its load rests upon or is carried by another vehicle; 

(4) “Motor vehicle” means any vehicle that is self-propelled and designed 
to be used on public highways; 

(5) “New passenger cars” means any passenger car that has never been 
the subject of a sale at retail to the general public; 

(6) “Passenger car” means every self-propelled motor vehicle designed for 
carrying ten (10) passengers or fewer except trackless trolleys, devices 
moved by human power or used exclusively upon streetcar rails or tracks or 
overhead trolley wires; 

(7) “Person” means any natural or artificial person, firm, corporation, 
partnership or other association or business relations; and 

(8) “Used passenger car” means any passenger car that has been the 
subject of a sale at retail to the general public. 

(f)(1) Any new trailer manufactured in this state and intended for sale to the 

general public within the state shall be required to have stamped upon the 


311 ANTI-THEFT PROVISIONS 55-5-107 


vehicle’s metal tongue or metal frame a vehicle identification number. The 
required vehicle identification number shall not be the same as the vehicle 
identification number of any other trailer manufactured by the same 
manufacturer. 

(2) No new trailer shall be sold to the general public in this state unless 
the trailer shall bear a vehicle identification number stamped upon the 
vehicle’s metal tongue or metal frame, which shall not be the same as the 
vehicle identification number of any other trailer made by the same 
manufacturer. 

(3) As used in this subsection (f), “trailer” means every vehicle with or 
without motive power, designed for carrying persons or property and for 
being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that no part of its weight 
rests upon the towing vehicle. 


History. New passenger motor vehicle, § 47-18-119. 
Acts 1968, ch. 603, §§ 1, 2; T.C.A., § 59-506; Vehicle identification requirements only ap- 
Acts 1992, ch. 690, §§ 1, 2; 2004, ch. 513,§ 1. plicable to 1969 or subsequent model, § 55-5- 


Cross-References. 110. 


Consumer protection, title 47, ch. 18. 
NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Used. tory definition of “new passenger car.” Hill v. 

The fact that the car was titled “used” didnot John Banks Buick, 875 S.W.2d 667, 1993 Tenn. 
affect its value since buyer was given a war- App. LEXIS 640 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1993), appeal 
ranty for new cars and, other than for state denied, Hill v. John Banks Buick, Inc., 1994 
titling purposes, the automobile met the statu- Tenn. LEXIS 86 (Tenn. Mar. 7, 1994). 


55-5-107. Identification numbers — Method of installation. 


(a) The identification numbers required by § 55-5-106 shall be placed upon 
the passenger car and components required to be numbered in a permanent 
manner so that any attempt to remove, alter, deface, obliterate or destroy them 
will be ascertainable. 

(b) The permanent manner required by §§ 55-5-106 — 55-5-110 may be by 
any suitable manufacturing process that will result in the number becoming a 
permanent part of the passenger car or component. They shall be of a height 
and width easily readable by the naked eye. They may consist of letters, 
numbers, digits or any combination of them. 

(c) The identification numbers required by § 55-5-106 may be in accordance 
with recommended practices approved by the Society of Automotive Engineers 
as to material, lettering, manufacturing and installation. 

(d) The identification numbers required by § 55-5-106 shall be placed upon 
the passenger car and required component parts by the manufacturer. 


History. plicable to 1969 or subsequent model, § 55-5- 
Acts 1968, ch. 603, § 3; T.C.A., § 59-507. 110. 


Cross-References. 
Vehicle identification requirements only ap- 
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55-5-108. Permanent records of transactions — Bills of sales — Inspec- 
tions — Contraband subject to forfeiture — Rights of 
claimants — Sale of forfeited property. 


(a)(1) Any person, firm, or corporation engaged in the business of buying or 
selling used automobile parts shall keep permanent records of transactions 
of buying or selling engines, transmissions, vehicle bodies, chassis, doors, 
deck lids, front end clips (fenders and grill), seats, differentials, tires and 
wheels, steering wheels, automobile radios and automobile tape players, and 
bumpers. The record must include from whom the item was purchased and 
the seller’s address and driver license number, and to whom the item was 
sold and the purchaser’s address and driver license number, as well as the 
description of the item and any identifying number or numbers. The records 
must be kept for a period of three (3) years from the date of the transaction 
and made available to all law enforcement officers for inspection at any 
reasonable time during business hours without prior notice or the necessity 
of obtaining a search warrant. 

(2) Notwithstanding this title to the contrary, any motor vehicle disman- 
tler and recycler that is licensed pursuant to § 55-17-109, and is fully 
compliant with the reporting requirements of § 55-3-203(c), is not required 
to keep the records required by subdivision (a)(1), with regard to transac- 
tions of selling the parts described. All other required records must be kept. 

(3) Any person, firm, or corporation engaged in the business of selling 
used automobile parts must provide a bill of sale, including the source of the 
part, when requested by the purchaser of any major component part, in 
order to comply with § 55-3-206, which requires the inspection and certifi- 
cation of any rebuilt motor vehicle. 

(4) Any person, firm, or corporation required to keep records by §§ 55-5- 
106 — 55-5-110 and knowingly failing to do so commits a Class C 
misdemeanor. 

(5) For the purpose of locating stolen vehicles, establishing lawful own- 
ership, possession, titling, or registration, any motor vehicle investigator 
designated by the commissioner of revenue or the commissioner of safety, 
except as provided in subdivision (a)(6), may inspect any vehicle, whether 
intact, wrecked, or dismantled, at an automobile dismantler’s lot, salvage 
lot, or other similar establishment required to keep records under subdivi- 
sion (a)(1), within this state. 

(6) Inspection conducted pursuant to subdivision (a)(1), (a)(4), or (a)(5) 
must be conducted during normal business hours and at a time and in a 
manner so as to minimize any interference with or delay of business 
operations. The inspection does not apply to a scrap processor when the 
scrap processor obtains any vehicle that has been crushed or flattened. 
“Scrap processor” means any person, firm, or corporation engaged in the 
business of buying motor vehicles or motor vehicle parts to process into scrap 
metal for remelting purposes who, from a fixed location, utilizes machinery 
and equipment for processing and manufacturing ferrous or nonferrous 
metallic scrap into prepared grades, and whose principal product is metallic 
scrap for these purposes. 


313 ANTI-THEFT PROVISIONS 55-9-108 


(b)(1) As used in this subsection (b), unless the context otherwise requires, 
“property” means any vehicle, aircraft, boat or other vessel, special mobile 
equipment, boat trailer, mobile self-propelled construction, farm or forestry 
machinery, similar equipment, or any component part. 

(2) Any property on which the manufacturer’s serial number, engine 
number, transmission number, vehicle identification number, or other dis- 
tinguishing number or identification mark has been removed, defaced, 
covered, altered, destroyed or otherwise rendered unidentifiable is hereby 
declared to be contraband and subject to forfeiture to the state. This 
subdivision (b)(2) applies to all persons, including, but not limited to, those 
persons designated in subsection (a). It is the duty of the commissioner or the 
commissioner’s designee, and of any other state, county, or municipal law 
enforcement officer or campus police officer as defined in § 49-7-118, internal 
affairs director or internal affairs special agent of the department of 
correction, when such person has reason to believe that property constitutes 
contraband under this section, to seize and impound or otherwise take 
custody of the property on behalf of the department of safety. 

(3) Where there is only one (1) claimant to the property seized or taken 
into the custody of the department of safety, the claimant may elect to give 
a bond payable to the state in an amount double the value of the property 
seized, with corporate sureties approved by the commissioner of safety or the 
commissioner’s designee. If a claimant elects to give a bond, the commis- 
sioner of safety or the commissioner’s designee has the discretion to deliver 
the property to the claimant, pending a hearing to determine whether or not 
the property constitutes contraband under this section. The condition of the 
bond shall be that the obligors shall pay to the state, through the department 
of safety, the amount of the bond upon failure of the claimant to surrender 
the property in substantially the same condition as when it was released, to 
the department of safety upon a final determination adverse to the claimant. 

(4) Whenever any property believed to constitute contraband under this 
section comes into the custody of the commissioner of safety or the commis- 
sioner’s designee, the person from whom the property was taken and any 
other possible claimant whose interest or title may be found of record in the 
department of safety shall be notified within a reasonable time. The notice 
shall be personally served or sent by certified mail, return receipt requested. 
If the department of safety is unable to determine with reasonable certainty 
the identities or addresses of all possible claimants, notice by one (1) 
publication in one (1) newspaper of general circulation in the area where the 
property was confiscated shall be adequate notice to all possible claimants. 
Notice by publication may contain multiple listings of property. 

(5) Any claimant to a property that has come into the custody of the 
commissioner of safety or the commissioner’s designee under this section 
shall have a right to a hearing before the commissioner of safety or the 
commissioner’s designee under the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, 
compiled in title 4, chapter 5, and § 67-1-105(a), upon written request or 
petition, within ten (10) days after receiving notice by personal service, 
certified mail or publication; provided, that after the hearing is conducted, a 
decision shall be rendered within forty-five (45) days unless good cause is 
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shown why a longer time may be required. Claimants shall be advised of this 
right in the notice. The commissioner of safety may waive reimbursement for 
any or all towing, preservation, or storage charges as the equities of the case 
may require. If a claimant, in a written request or petition, expresses a 
desire that the hearing before the commissioner of safety or the commission- 
er’s designee be held in the county where the property in question was 
seized, that request shall be honored. Failure of the claimant to request a 
hearing for return of the property within the time provided shall constitute 
a waiver of all rights, title or interest the claimant may have in the property. 

(6) Within a reasonable time after the expiration of the ten-day period, 
the commissioner of safety or the commissioner’s designee, upon a hearing 
when the matter is contested, shall determine the rights, title or interests of 
all claimants to the property. If a claimant establishes by a preponderance of 
the evidence the original identification numbers or marks of the property 
and the claimant’s right, title, or interest of the property bearing that 
number or mark, the commissioner of safety, upon reimbursement for all 
towing, preservation and storage charges, shall release the property to the 
claimant, and the department of safety shall issue the claimant a permit to 
restore the original identification numbers or marks as provided under 
§ 55-5-112(b). If no claimant can establish in this manner the claimant’s 
ownership of the property, the property shall be forfeited to the state. 

(7) Property forfeited under this section shall be sold by the department of 
general services as provided by law, or held and titled to the department of 
safety for its use. The commissioner of safety may contract for the towing, 
storage, and/or disposal through public auction of all property forfeited to the 
state. The proceeds of the sales shall be retained by the department of safety 
for use in vehicle investigations. However, in cases where the property was 
seized or taken into custody by a state, county or municipal law enforcement 
agency, the property shall be sold and the proceeds divided equally between 
the department of safety and the cooperating agency. Future forfeitures or 
proceeds shall not be anticipated in the adoption and approval of the budget 
for the department of safety, except expenditures from these proceeds shall 
be subject to the approval of the commissioner of finance and administration 
and the comptroller of the treasury. 

(8) Nothing in this section shall be construed to allow the seizure or 
impoundment by the department of safety or any other agency or individuals 
of any nonfactory-made trailers, logging trailers, or homemade trailers. 


History. 

Acts 1968, ch. 603, § 4; 1972, ch. 725, § 4; 
T.C.A., § 59-508; Acts 1980, ch. 896, § 1; 1982, 
ch. 692, § 1; 1984, ch. 924, §§ 1-9, 11, 12; 1986, 
ch. 900, § 1; 1988, ch. 954, § 1; 2007, ch. 106, 
§ 11; 2007, ch. 484, § 67; 2010, ch. 1040, § 10; 
2019, ch. 190,/$) 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For transfer of auto salvage and auto theft 
enforcement from the department of revenue to 
the department of safety, see Executive Order 
No. 50 (April 14, 1983). 

Acts 1988, ch. 954, § 1 provided that not- 


withstanding any other provision of law, the 
commissioner of safety may at any time after 
the forfeiture of the vehicle allow the claimant 
to establish beyond a reasonable doubt in the 
commissioner’s mind that the claimant is a 
bona fide purchaser who innocently purchased 
such property for its fair value with no knowl- 
edge whatsoever that the property may have 
previously been illegally obtained. If the claim- 
ant establishes beyond a reasonable doubt that 
the claimant is a bona fide purchaser for value 
without any knowledge that the property was 
previously illegally obtained, the commissioner 
of safety may upon reimbursement of all towing 
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and storage charges release the property to the 
claimant and the department of revenue shall 
issue the claimant a permit restoring the iden- 
tification numbers or marks. The department of 
revenue shall also issue the claimant a title to 
the property. 
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Cross-References. 

Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, §§ 40-35- 
111, 55-5-120. 

Vehicle identification requirements only ap- 
plicable to 1969 or subsequent model, § 55-5- 
110. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Constitutionality. 

. Searches. 

. Forfeiture Hearings or Orders. 

. Effect of Issue of Title Certificate. 
. Burden of Proof. 


= OF CONF 


. Constitutionality. 

The forfeiture of property used in violation of 
a forfeiture statute does not violate the U.S. 
Constitution, regardless of the innocence of the 
claimant. First Tennessee Bank Nat’! Asso. v. 
Jones, 732 S.W.2d 281, 1987 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
3168 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1987). 


2. Searches. 

T.C.A. § 55-1-108 authorizes warrantless in- 
spections of vehicles and parts on premises of 
automobile repair shops. United States v. Bran- 
son, 21 F.3d 118, 1994 FED App. 114P, 1994 
U.S. App. LEXIS 6810 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1994), 
cert. denied, 513 U.S. 884, 115 S. Ct. 223, 130 L. 
Ed. 2d 149, 1994 U.S. LEXIS 6505 (1994). 

Searches of premises used to store used auto 
parts and vehicles pursuant to T.C.A. § 55-5- 
108 fall within the supreme court’s exception to 
the warrant requirement for searches of closely 
or pervasively regulated industries, provided 
three criteria are met: (1) A substantial govern- 
ment interest exists that informs the regula- 
tory scheme pursuant to which the inspection is 
made; (2) The inspection is necessary to further 
the regulatory scheme; and (3) The statute’s 
inspection program provides a constitutionally 
adequate substitute for a warrant in that it 


advises the owner of the commercial premises 
that the search is being made pursuant to the 
law and with a properly defined scope which 
limits the discretion of the inspection officers. 
United States v. Branson, 21 F.3d 113, 1994 
FED App. 114P, 1994 U.S. App. LEXIS 6810 
(6th Cir. Tenn. 1994), cert. denied, 513 U.S. 
884, 115 S. Ct. 223, 130 L. Ed. 2d 149, 1994 U.S. 
LEXIS 6505 (1994). 


3. Forfeiture Hearings or Orders. 

Where no prejudice has been shown, viola- 
tion of the 90-day rule in T.C.A. § 4-5-314 
requiring rendering orders in writing within 90 
days does not nullify a forfeiture hearing or 
order pursuant to T.C.A. § 55-5-108. Garrett v. 
State, Dep’t of Safety, 717 S.W.2d 290, 1986 
Tenn. LEXIS 842 (Tenn. 1986). 


4, Effect of Issue of Title Certificate. 
T.C.A. § 55-5-108 does not exempt vehicles to 
which the state has issued a certificate of title 
from its forfeiture provisions. First Tennessee 
Bank Nat’ Asso. v. Jones, 732 S.W.2d 281, 1987 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 3168 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1987). 


5. Burden of Proof. 

Once the state has proved that an identifica- 
tion number or mark has been changed or 
rendered unidentifiable, the property is contra- 
band and the burden of proof shifts to the 
claimant to prove the original identification 
number and the right to the property under 
T.C.A. § 55-5-108(b)(5) (now § 55-5-108(b)(6)). 
First Tennessee Bank Nat’! Asso. v. Jones, 732 
S.W.2d 281, 1987 Tenn. App. LEXIS 3168 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1987). 


55-5-109. Penalties for sale, shipment, or manufacture of passenger 
cars or components not bearing identification numbers. 


Any person, firm or corporation who sells, offers for sale, ships or causes to 
be shipped into this state, or manufactures a passenger car, passenger car 
engine or passenger car transmission, the same being intended to be sold at 
retail within the state, that does not bear an identification number or numbers 
as set out in this part, commits a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1968, ch. 603, § 5; T.C.A., § 59-509; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1138. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
11? 


Vehicle identification requirements only ap- 
plicable to 1969 or subsequent model, § 55-5- 
110. 
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55-5-110. Application of §§ 55-5-106 — 55-5-109. 


The provisions of §§ 55-5-106 — 55-5-109 requiring vehicle identification 
numbers on passenger cars only apply to those passenger cars manufactured 
after January 1, 1969, and designated by the manufacturer as a 1969 or 
subsequent model. 


History. T.C.A., § 59-510; Acts 1984, ch. 924, § 10; 
Acts 1968, ch. 603, § 6; 1972, ch. 725, § 5; 2000, ch. 941, § 4. 


55-5-111. Buying, disposing of or possessing motor vehicle, engine or 
transmission with removed or altered identification mark 
or number unlawful. 


Any person who knowingly buys, receives, disposes of, sells, offers for sale, or 
has in that person’s possession any motor vehicle, engine or transmission 
removed from a motor vehicle, from which the manufacturer’s serial, engine or 
transmission number or other distinguishing number or identification mark or 
number placed thereon under assignment from the division has been removed, 
defaced, covered, altered or destroyed commits a Class A misdemeanor. 


History. ing numbers, selling or possession of such item, 
Acts** 1951," ch?) “70, 9S" 73." (Williams, | .$: 392142184: 
§ 5538.173); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-506; Acts Misrepresenting the mileage on a used car by 


1971, ch. 122, § 1; 1972, ch. 518, § 11;T.C.A., changing mileage registering instrument, 
§ 59-511; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2000, ch. § 39-14-1392. 


941, § 3. Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 


Cross-References. PE 


Alteration of item’s permanent distinguish- 


55-5-112. Altering or changing of distinguishing number or identifica- 
tion mark — Restoration of vehicle identification number. 


(a) No person shall with fraudulent intent deface, destroy or alter the 
manufacturer’s serial, engine or transmission number or other distinguishing 
number or identification mark of a motor vehicle or its component parts, nor 
shall any person place or stamp any serial, engine, transmission or other 
number or mark upon a motor vehicle or its component parts, except one 
assigned by the department. A violation of this subsection (a) is a Class E 
felony. 

(b) This section shall not prohibit the restoration of a vehicle identification 
number upon a motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part by the 
commissioner of safety or the commissioner’s designee, nor prevent any 
manufacturer from placing in the ordinary course of business numbers or 
marks upon motor vehicles or motor vehicle component parts thereof. 


History. 1971, ch. 122, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-512; Acts 1990, 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 74 (Williams, ch. 1030,§ 40; 2000, ch. 941, § 2; 2007, ch. 484, 
§ 5538.174); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-507; Acts § 68. 
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Cross-References. Misrepresenting the mileage on a used car by 
Alteration of item’s permanent distinguish- changing mileage registering instrument, 

ing numbers, selling or possession of suchitem, § 39-14-132. 

§ 39-14-134. Penalty for Class E felony, § 40-35-111. 


55-5-113. Fraudulent statements in application — Penalty. 


Any person who fraudulently uses a false or fictitious name in any applica- 
tion for the registration of a vehicle or certificate of title, or knowingly conceals 
a material fact, or otherwise commits a fraud in the application, commits a 
Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 

Ads. J1951,..chn. ~.0, .§ 75 (Williams, Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
§ 5538.175); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-508; T.C.A., 111. 
§ 59-513; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


55-5-114. Enforcement of motor vehicle laws — Penalties — Enforce- 
ment procedures — Operation without registration plates 
— Penalties — Failure to license mobile home or house 
trailer. 


(a) Employees of the department of safety shall be charged with the duty of 
policing and enforcing the motor vehicle laws administered by the commis- 
sioner of safety, and they shall have authority to make arrests for violations of 
the provisions, execute search warrants and do all the acts incident thereto in 
the same manner as other peace officers. The authority to weigh and inspect 
vehicles shall apply throughout the state, and the officer shall have authority 
to view the cargo and any bills or invoices or like evidence relating to the gross 
weight of the vehicle. It is lawful for the employees of the department of safety 
charged with the enforcement of this section to go armed while on active duty. 

(b) Any person, firm or corporation owning or operating any motor vehicle 
over the roads of this state in excess of the maximum limits provided in this 
title or with a greater gross weight than that authorized by the registration 
thereof commits a Class C misdemeanor. 

(c)(1) When any vehicle is found to be operated at a weight exceeding the 

maximum allowable under chapter 7 of this title, the operator may be 

required to reduce the weight to the maximum therefor specified in order to 
continue in operation. 

(2) Any vehicle transporting perishable commodities or livestock may be 
removed to the nearest place suitable for preserving the character of the 
cargo removed from that vehicle. 

(3) When any vehicle is seized, held, unloaded or partially unloaded under 
this subsection (c), the material shall be cared for by the owner or operator 
of the vehicle without any liability on the part of the department of safety’s 
agent or officer or of the state or any municipality because of damages or loss. 
(d) No vehicle required to be registered under chapters 1-6 of this title shall 

be operated upon any highway unless there is attached thereto and displayed 
thereon, when and as required by chapters 1-6 of this title, a valid and 
outstanding registration plate or plates issued therefor to the owner thereof for 
the current registration year, or a registration plate or plates issued to the 
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owner thereof with the proper tabs, sticker, or other device attached or affixed 
thereto indicating a valid renewal of the registration plate or plates. A violation 
of this subsection (d) is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(e) Any operator of a vehicle who fails or refuses to display the certificate of 
registration therefor and in the case of a freight vehicle refuses to submit the 
vehicle and load for a weighing when directed by an officer of the law or duly 
constituted agent of the commissioner of safety commits a Class C misde- 
meanor. 

(f) If any owner or operator fails to license a mobile home or house trailer 
within a period of fifteen (15) days after first occupancy requiring registration, 
or if any owner or operator fails to license a mobile home or house trailer prior 
to moving it on the streets or highways of the state, the person shall, in 
addition to other fees and taxes due, dating from the time of first use during a 
given registration year, be assessed a penalty of twenty percent (20%) of the 
amount of the registration fee and remit it as a part of the tax. 

(g) Any violation punishable under this section shall subject the offender to 
liability also for the payment of any applicable specific fee enumerated in 
§ 8-21-901 and directed to be paid therein or by § 40-25-104. Where imposed 
because of an arrest made or citation issued by an employee of the department 
of safety, the fee shall be paid over to the commissioner of safety and deposited 
by the commissioner of safety to the credit of the state treasurer and become 
a part of the general fund of the state. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 76 (Williams, 
§ 5538.176); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-509; Acts 
1959, ch. 307, § 2; 1963, ch: 155, § 1; 1965, ch. 
317) Stel 9 TO nchoSbOi 8411973: chi by snk 
1976, ch. 432, § 2; impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, 
§§ 22, 36; T.C.A., § 59-514; Acts 1981, ch. 448, 
§.3; 1989, ch. 591, § 118; 1990, ch. 595, Sid; 
2007, ch. 484, § 69. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For transfer of the responsibilities of the 


motor vehicle enforcement staff under this sec- 
tion, from the department of revenue to the 
department of safety, see Executive Order No. 
48 (February 11, 1983.) 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Application to Other Sections. 

The 20 percent penalty provided by this sec- 
tion for violation of the gross weight limitation 
set forth in § 55-7-203 does not apply to over- 
weight freight motor vehicles operating with 
special zone licenses authorized by § 55-4-113, 
as the reregistration requirement and two-year 


prohibition against special licensing provided 
by former § 55-4-113(a)(7) [see now § 55-4- 
113(a)(6)] was intended to be the exclusive 
penalty for such licensees. Woods v. Phillips, 
558 S.W.2d 825, 1977 Tenn. LEXIS 661 (Tenn. 
1977). 


55-5-115. Misuse of evidences of registration a misdemeanor — Penal- 
ties. 


(a) No person shall lend to another any certificate of title, certificate of 
registration, registration plate, special plate, or permit issued to such person, 
if the person desiring to borrow the same would not be entitled to the use 
thereof, nor shall any person knowingly permit the use of any of the same by 
one not entitled thereto, nor shall any person display upon a vehicle any 


319 


ANTI-THEFT PROVISIONS 


55-5-117 


certificate of registration, registration plate, or permit not issued for that 
vehicle or not otherwise lawfully used thereon under chapters 1-6 of this title. 
(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 

Bote 1051. eh. , 7, 8 75. CWilliams, 
§ 5538.178); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-511; T.C.A., 
§ 59-516; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


Cross-References. 

Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
‘eig h 

Penalty for violation, § 55-5-120. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Sufficient Information. 
2. Insufficient Information. 


1. Sufficient Information. 

A police officer could rely on N.C.I.C. infor- 
mation as to registration of a vehicle in making 
an investigative stop, and the stop was not 
invalidated even though the information was 
wrong. State v. Rhymer, 915 S.W.2d 465, 1995 


Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 838 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
1995). 


2. Insufficient Information. 

Officer was not authorized to stop car on 
assumption, based on second hand information 
from police records, that driver was using ille- 
gal license plates on a car other than the one to 
which they were issued. Williams v. State, 506 
S.W.2d 193, 1973 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 234 
(Tenn. Crim. App. 1973). 


55-5-116. Altering, falsifying or forging evidences of title, assignments 


or plates a felony. 


It is a Class E felony for any person to: 

(1) Alter with fraudulent intent any certificate of title, certificate of 
registration, registration plate, or permit issued by the department or any 
county clerk of this state by virtue of chapters 1-6 of this title; 

(2) Alter or falsify with fraudulent intent or forge any assignment upon a 


certificate of title; or 


(3) Hold or use the document or plate, knowing the document or plate to 


have been altered, forged or falsified. 


History. 

Acts 1951; tech. 6.770,..) $.579.,4..(QWilliams; 
§ 5538.179); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-512; Acts 
1972, ch. 540, § 11; impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 
934, §§ 22, 36; T.C.A., § 59-517; Acts 1990, ch. 
1030, § 41; 2007, ch. 484, § 70. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class E felony, § 40-35-111. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Sufficiency of Evidence. 
Evidence was sufficient to support conviction. 


State v. Bryant, 775 S.W.2d 1, 1988 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 809 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1988). 


55-5-117. Grounds for suspension or revocation of registrations, cer- 
tificates of titles, and permits. 


(a) The department is authorized to suspend or revoke the registration of a 
vehicle or a certificate of title, certificate of registration, or registration plate, 
or any nonresident or other permit in any of the following events: 

(1) When the department is satisfied that the registration or that the 
certificate, plate, or permit was fraudulently or erroneously issued; 
(2) When a registered vehicle has been dismantled or wrecked; 
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(3) When the department determines that the required fee has not been 
paid and the same is not paid upon reasonable notice and demand; 

(4) When a certificate of registration, registration plate or permit is 
knowingly displayed upon a vehicle other than the one for which it was 
issued; and 

(5) The commissioner shall be empowered to suspend the permit or right 
of any nonresident under any reciprocal agreement executed under § 55-4- 
121 if the nonresident is found to have violated any of the laws of this state 
regulating motor vehicles. 

(b) Nothing in chapters 1-6 of this title shall be construed to affect or change 
the power of the commissioner to revoke motor vehicle registrations under the 
financial responsibility law in chapter 12 of this title. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts. 1951, ch. 70, § 80 | (Williams, Revocation of all registrations when opera- 
§ 5538.180); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 14; T.C.A. _ tor’s license suspended under financial respon- 
(orig. ed.), § 59-513; imp. am. Acts 1959, ch.9, sibility law, § 55-12-114. 

§ 14; Acts 1972, ch. 540, § 12; T.C.A., § 59- 518. 


55-5-118. Grounds for suspension or revocation of certificates or spe- 
cial plates and temporary tags or permits of manufactur- 
ers, transporters or dealers. 


The department is also authorized to suspend or revoke a certificate or the 
special plates issued to a manufacturer, transporter or dealer and temporary 
tags or permits issued under chapters 1-6 of this title upon determining that 
the person is not lawfully entitled to the certificate or plates or has made or 
knowingly permitted any illegal use of the plates, or has committed fraud in 
the registration of vehicles, or failed to give notices of transfers when and as 
required by chapters 1-6 of this title. 


History. § 5538.181); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 15; T.C.A’ 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 81 (Williams, (orig. ed.), § 59-514; T.C.A., § 59-519. 


55-5-119. Evidences of registration to be returned by owner upon 
cancellation, suspension or revocation. 


(a) Whenever the department as authorized hereunder cancels, suspends, 
or revokes the registration of a vehicle, or a certificate of title, a certificate of 
registration or registration plate or plates, or any nonresident or other permit 
or the license of any dealer or wrecker, the owner or person in possession of the 
same shall immediately return the evidence of registration, title or license so 
cancelled, suspended, or revoked to the department. 

(b) In cases where the registration plate or plates are revoked by the 
commissioner of safety under the Financial Responsibility Law of 1977, 
compiled in chapter 12 of this title, the plate or plates shall be retained by the 
commissioner of safety, who shall notify the commissioner of revenue that the 
plate or plates are in the commissioner of safety’s possession. 

(c) The action of the department in suspending, revoking or canceling any 
registration, certificate of registration, registration plate or plates, permit or 
special plate shall be reviewed in the manner provided for in the Uniform 


321 ANTI-THEFT PROVISIONS 55-5-122 


Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, part 3, and in 
§ 67-1-105; provided, that the party aggrieved by the action makes a written 
request for a formal hearing under the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act 
within ten (10) days of the action complained of. 


History. (orig. ed.), § 59-515; impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 82 (Williams, § 14;Acts 1972, ch.540,§ 13; T.C.A.,§ 59-520; 
§ 5538.182); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 16; T.C.A. Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 71. 


55-5-120. Penalty for violations. 


(a) It is a Class C misdemeanor for any person to violate any of the 
provisions of chapters 1-6 of this title unless such violation is by chapters 1-6 
of this title or other law of this state declared to be a felony. 

(b) Unless another penalty is in chapters 1-6 of this title or by the laws of 
this state provided, a violation of any of the provisions of chapters 1-6 of this 
title is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 938 (Williams, Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
§ 5538.193); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-516;T.C.A., 111. 
§ 59-521; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


55-5-121. Violation — Class E felony. 


Any person who is convicted of a violation of any of the provisions of chapters 
1-6 of this title declared to constitute a felony shall be punished for a Class E 
felony. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 94 (Williams, Penalty for Class E felony, § 40-35-111. 
§ 5538.194); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-517; T.C.A., 
§ 59-522; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 54. 


55-5-122. Moving any motor vehicle located on private property un- 
lawful — Exceptions. 


(a) It is unlawful for any person, or the person’s agent, to move or cause to 
be moved, any motor vehicle located on private property, from the property, if 
the owner of the motor vehicle has acquired any interest in the private 
property by virtue of a lease or any contract, without the express consent of the 
owner of the motor vehicle; or upon request by the owner or tenant of the 
property on which the vehicle is located; or unless the person so moving the 
motor vehicle has acquired an interest in the vehicle by operation of law, a 
security interest agreement, or is acting pursuant to an order of a court of 
competent jurisdiction, including a municipal court. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not be construed in any manner to impair or restrict 
the authority or ability of a municipal or metropolitan government, acting by 
ordinance, to regulate the parking or towing of any motor vehicle located 
within the boundaries of the municipality. 


History. 
Acts’ 1972, ch: 573, §°1; T:C.A.,’ § 59-523: 
Acts 2001, ch. 247, § 1; 2007, ch. 248, § 1. 
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55-5-123. Penalties for violations. 


A violation of § 55-5-122 is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts’'1972, ch. 573, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-524; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. LiL, 


55-5-124. Treble damages. 


In addition to the criminal penalties prescribed by §§ 55-5-122 — 55-5-125, 
any person who violates § 55-5-122 is civilly liable to the owner of the motor 
vehicle in a sum treble the amount of the costs incurred by the owner in 
recovering the motor vehicle so moved. 


History. 
Acts 1972, ch. 5738, § 3; T.C.A., § 59-525. 


55-5-125. Abandoned and junked vehicle laws unaffected. 


Sections 55-5-122 — 55-5-124 shall not affect nor prevent the operation of 
any state law relative to the removal of abandoned and junked motor vehicles. 


History. 
Acts 1972, ch. 578, § 4; T.C.A., § 59-526. 


55-5-126. Use of stolen plates — Penalty. 


(a) It is a Class C misdemeanor for any person to display upon a vehicle, for 
the purpose of indicating its registration, any license plate known by the user 
to have been stolen, or reported as lost or stolen in an application made to the 
department for a replacement plate, or issued as the replacement for a plate 
falsely reported to have been lost or stolen. 

(b) When any person is apprehended while operating an unregistered 
vehicle on which there is displayed a plate known to the owner or user as 
having been stolen, reported as lost or stolen, or issued as the replacement for 
a plate falsely reported to have been stolen, the registration fee for the vehicle 
shall be in a sum treble the amount of the annual registration fee provided in 
chapter 4 of this title. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1976, ch. 460, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-527; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118; 2007, ch. 484, § 72. 111. 


55-5-127. Junked or salvaged motor vehicles — Sale or transfer of 
certificates of title, identification plates or license plates 
— Penalties. 


(a) Itis unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to sell or exchange, offer 
to sell or exchange, or to give away any certificate of title or manufacturer’s 
identification number plates, serial plates or motor vehicle license plates of any 
motor vehicle that has been sold as junk or salvage or as a total loss. Every 
officer, agent or employee of any person, firm or corporation, and every person 
who authorizes, directs, aids in or consents to the sale or exchange, or offers to 
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sell, exchange or give away the certificate of title or manufacturer’s identifi- 
cation number plate, serial plates or motor vehicle license plates, commits a 
Class E felony. 

(b) It is lawful to sell, exchange or give away any motor vehicle license plate 
that is no longer legally effective and is not used or usable for an illegal 
purpose. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1980, ch. 495, § 1; 1989, ch. 591, § 55. Penalty for Class E felony, § 40-35-111. 


55-5-128. Seized or repossessed motor vehicles — Notice to sheriff. 


(a)(1) If a motor vehicle is seized or repossessed in Tennessee, the sheriff of 
the county in which the seizure or repossession occurred shall be notified 
immediately of the action taken; provided, that if the seizure or repossession 
occurred in a county having a metropolitan form of government, notification 
shall be made to the metropolitan police department. The notice shall 
contain the name and address of the owner and a description of the vehicle, 
including the make, model and serial number. 

(2) Failure to notify as provided in this section, errors of fact in notifica- 
tion or notification to an incorrect jurisdiction shall not be construed to be 
grounds to defeat and/or cancel an otherwise permissible seizure and/or 
repossession. 

(b) The notice requirements of this section shall not apply if the owner 
voluntarily surrenders the vehicle for repossession. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1989, ch. 406, § 1. Motor Vehicle Storage Act, title 55, ch. 23. 


55-5-129. Impounded vehicles — Entry onto private property. 


(a) As used in this section, “impound” means removing a vehicle from a 
private parking lot adjacent to a street, alley, highway, or thoroughfare by a 
uniformed police officer, to the nearest garage or other place of safety or to a 
garage designated or maintained by a law enforcement agency. 

(b) Authorized personnel of the appropriate law enforcement agency in any 
county or municipality of this state have the authority to impound any vehicle 
after determining the existence of any one (1) or more of the following factors: 

(1) The registration plate displayed on the vehicle is stolen or is otherwise 
not registered to the vehicle; or 

(2) The renewal decal displayed on the vehicle is stolen or is otherwise not 
registered to the vehicle. 

(c) Sections 55-16-105 and 55-16-106 shall govern the disposition of any 
vehicle impounded pursuant to this section. 

(d) Law enforcement personnel must secure permission of the owner of any 
private property before entering onto the property for the purposes of this 
section. 


History. 
Acts 1993, ch. 261, § 1. 
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55-5-130. Reporting theft of motor vehicle from bailee. 


Whenever a motor vehicle under a bailee’s care has been stolen, the bailee 
shall report the theft to the appropriate law enforcement agency and to the 
bailor if the bailor’s address is known. Thereafter, the law enforcement agency 
shall investigate the theft in the same manner as any other stolen motor 
vehicle investigation. 


History. 
Acts 1999, ch. 515, § 1. 


PART 2 
MOTOR VEHICLE CHOP SHOP ACT OF 2000 


55-5-201. Short title. 


This part shall be known and may be cited as the “Motor Vehicle Chop Shop 
Act of 2000.” 


History. 
Acts 2000, ch. 941, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Criminal investigation division with the Ten- 
nessee highway patrol, title 4, ch. 7, part 4. 


55-5-202. Part definitions. 


As used in this part: 

(1) “Chop shop” means any building, lot, or other premises where one (1) 
or more persons knew, or should have known, that they were engaged in 
altering, destroying, disassembling, dismantling, reassembling, or storing 
any motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part that was obtained by 
theft, or any other unlawful means to either: 

(A) Alter, counterfeit, deface, destroy, disguise, falsify, forge, obliterate 
or remove the identity, including the vehicle identification number of the 
motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part, or to prevent the identifi- 
cation of the motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part; or 

(B) Sell or dispose of the motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part; 
(2) “Motor vehicle” includes every device in, upon, or by which any person 

or property may be transported or drawn upon a highway, that is self- 
propelled or which may be connected to and towed by a self-propelled device, 
and shall also include any and all devices which are self-propelled but are 
not designed for use upon a highway, including, but not limited to, farm 
machinery, construction equipment, and water craft; 

(3) “Motor vehicle component part” includes any and all parts installed 
upon the “motor vehicle,” including, but not limited to, engines, transmis- 
sions, vehicle bodies, chassis, doors, deck lids, front end clips (fenders and 
grill), seats, differentials, tires, wheels, steering wheels, air bags, automobile 
radios, automobile tape players, and bumpers; 

(4) “Person” includes a natural person, company, corporation, unincorpo- 
rated association, partnership, professional corporation, and any other legal 
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entity; 

(5) “Tool, implement, instrumentality” means any tool or device, either 
electrical, mechanical or electronic that can be and is being used to: 

(A) Alter, destroy, disassemble, dismantle, or reassemble any stolen 
motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part, including, but not limited 
to, hand tools, power tools, wrenches, air guns, and tool boxes; 

(B) Alter, counterfeit, deface, destroy, disguise, falsify, forge, obliterate, 
or remove the vehicle identification number on any motor vehicle or motor 
vehicle component part, to include, but not be limited to, grinders, die 
stamps, rivet guns, rivets, drills, torches, and welders; or 

(C) Sell, dispose, or transport a stolen motor vehicle or stolen motor 
vehicle component part, including, but not limited to, passenger vehicles, 
towing vehicles (wreckers or rollbacks), shipping containers, cellular 
telephones and pagers; 

(6) “Unidentifiable” means that the uniqueness of a motor vehicle or 
motor vehicle component part cannot be established by either expert law 
enforcement investigative personnel specially trained and experienced in 
motor vehicle theft investigation procedures and motor vehicle theft exami- 
nation techniques, or by expert employees of not-for-profit motor vehicle 
theft prevention agencies, specially trained and experienced in motor vehicle 
theft investigation procedures and motor vehicle theft examination tech- 
niques; and 

(7) “Vehicle identification number” means: 

(A) Anumber or numbers, a letter or set of letters, a character or set of 
characters, a derivative or derivatives, or a combination thereof, used by 
the manufacturer for the purpose of uniquely identifying a motor vehicle 
or motor vehicle component part; or 

(B) Any number, set of numbers, a letter or set of letters, a character or 
set of characters, a derivative or derivatives, or a combination thereof 
assigned by the department of revenue in the normal course of its duties 
in salvage conversion or restoration. 


History. 
Acts 2000, ch. 941, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 783. 


55-5-203. Violations and penalties. 


(a) It is an offense to: 

(1) Knowingly own, operate or conduct a chop shop; 

(2) Transport any motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part to or 
from a location, knowing the location to be a chop shop; 

(3) Purchase or receive any motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part 
from a location knowing the location to be a chop shop; or 

(4) Sell or transfer any motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part to 

a location knowing the location to be a chop shop. 

(b) A violation of subdivision (a)(1) or (a)(2) is a Class D felony. In addition 
to the authorized term of imprisonment for a Class D felony, the violation shall 
also be punished by a minimum mandatory fine of three thousand five hundred 
dollars ($3,500). 
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(c) A violation of subdivision (a)(3) shall be punished as theft pursuant to 
§ 39-14-103 and graded pursuant to § 39-14-105 depending upon the value of 
the motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part purchased or received. 

(d) The penalty for a violation of subdivision (a)(4) shall be graded pursuant 
to § 39-14-105 depending upon the value of the motor vehicle or motor vehicle 
component part sold or transferred. 

(e)(1) In addition to any other punishment, a person convicted of a violation 

of this section shall be ordered to make restitution to the lawful owner or 

owners of the stolen motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part, or to the 

owner’s insurer, and to any other person for financial loss sustained as a 

result of a violation of this section. 

(2) “Financial loss” includes, but is not limited to, loss of earnings, 
out-of-pocket and other expenses, repair and replacement costs and claims 
payments. 

(3) “Lawful owner” includes an innocent bona fide purchaser of a motor 
vehicle or motor vehicle component part who does not know the motor 
vehicle or motor vehicle component part to be stolen. 

(f) The court shall determine the extent and method of restitution. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 2000, ch. 941, § 1. Penalty for Class D felony, § 40-35-111. 


55-5-204. Seizure of property. 


(a) Any motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part with identification 
numbers or distinguishing numbers or marks that have been altered, coun- 
terfeited, defaced, destroyed, disguised, falsified, forged, obliterated, or re- 
moved shall be seized, forfeited, and disposed of in accordance with § 55-5-108. 

(b) Any tool, implement, or instrumentality used: 

(1) To alter, destroy, disassemble, dismantle, or reassemble a stolen motor 
vehicle or stolen motor vehicle component part; 

(2) To alter, counterfeit, deface, forge, obliterate, or remove the motor 
vehicle identification number; or 

(3) In transportation, disposal, or sale of stolen motor vehicles or stolen 
motor vehicle component parts, is declared to be contraband and may be 
seized by a member of a state or local law enforcement agency and subject to 
forfeiture in accordance with this part. 

(c) When property is seized pursuant to this section, the seizing agency shall 
remove the property to a place designated by that agency for safe storage 
pending disposition. 

(d) No civil liability shall be attached to any law enforcement officer acting 
in good faith in regard to the seizure and forfeiture of motor vehicles, motor 
vehicle component parts, or tools, implements, or instrumentalities pursuant 
to this section. 

(e) For purposes of clarifying this section and consistent with the overall 
remedial purpose of asset forfeitures, property is subject to seizure and 
forfeiture upon the arrest of a person who owns, operates or conducts a chop 
shop, or transports any motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part to or 
from a chop shop, or sells, transfers, purchases or receives any motor vehicle or 
motor vehicle component part to or from a chop shop. 
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History. 
Acts 2000, ch. 941, § 1. 


55-5-205. Forfeiture of property. 


(a) If the state meets its burden of proof, any tool, implement, or instru- 
mentality used: 

(1) To alter, destroy, disassemble, dismantle, or reassemble a stolen motor 
vehicle or stolen motor vehicle component parts; 

(2) To alter, counterfeit, deface, destroy, forge, obliterate, or remove the 
motor vehicle identification number; or 

(3) In the transportation, disposal, or sale of stolen motor vehicles or 
stolen motor vehicle component parts, 

shall be forfeited in accordance with this part. 

(b) The district attorney general in the county in which the seizure occurs 
shall bring an action for forfeiture in either chancery or circuit court. The 
forfeiture action shall be brought within sixty (60) days from the date of 
seizure. 

(c) The clerk of the court shall give notice of the forfeiture proceedings by 
mailing a certified copy of the complaint in the forfeiture proceedings and 
instructions on how the action for forfeiture may be contested to each person 
whose right, title, or interest is of record. 

(d) Notice of the proceedings shall be given to any other person as may 
appear from the facts and circumstances to have any right, title or interest in 
or to the property. 

(e) The owner of the property, or any person claiming an ownership or 
security interest, may within fourteen (14) days after the certified mailing of 
the notice, file a verified answer to the complaint and may appear at the 
hearing on the action for forfeiture. ! 

(f) The district attorney general shall prove by a preponderance of the 
evidence that the property was used in the commission of a violation of this 
part, or was possessed to facilitate the violation. 

(g) Failure to carry the burden of proof shall operate as a bar to any 
forfeiture, and the property shall be immediately returned to the person in 
possession. 

(h) If the state meets its burden of proof, the court may order that: 

(1) The property be destroyed by the agency that seized it or by some other 
agency designated by the court; 
(2) The property be retained for use by the seizing agency in furtherance 
_ of vehicle theft investigations; or 
(3) The property be sold and the proceeds are to be used by the seizing 
agency for vehicle theft investigations only. 

(i) Notwithstanding subsection (h), if property is forfeited pursuant to this 
section and a person claiming a security interest has filed an answer as 
required by subsection (e), the property shall be forfeited subject to the secured 
party’s interest. 

(j) If the property was seized as a result of a joint operation between two (2) 
or more agencies, the proceeds will be divided between all agencies. 
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History. 
Acts 2000, ch. 941, § 1. 


55-5-206. Civil remedies. 


(a) Any district attorney general, insurer, or other aggrieved person may 
institute civil proceedings against any person in a court of competent jurisdic- 
tion seeking relief from conduct constituting a violation of this part, § 55-5- 
111, or § 55-5-112, or if the plaintiff in the proceedings proves the alleged 
violation by a preponderance of the evidence, the court, after due provision for 
the rights of innocent persons, may grant relief by entering the appropriate 
order or judgment, to include, but not be limited to, threefold the actual 
damages sustained by the person. 

(b) Obtaining civil remedy under this section shall not preclude obtaining 
any other civil or criminal remedy under either this part or any other law. Civil 
remedies under this section are supplemental and not mutually exclusive. 

(c) Any civil remedies under this section are separate to any restitution 
ordered by the court in the criminal proceedings. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 2000, ch. 941, § 1. Restitution to victims of crime, § 39-11-118. 
CHAPTER 6 


FEES AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS UNDER TITLE AND 
REGISTRATION LAW — DISPOSITION OF FUNDS 


Section 

55-6-101. Fees due department for specified services. 

55-6-102. Fees returnable — Causes. 

55-6-103. Disposition of fees. 

55-6-104. Fees due county clerk for specified duties. 

55-6-105. Duties of county clerk — Penalties for delinquencies. 

55-6-106. Reports by department to state treasurer — Remission of moneys. 

55-6-107. Distribution and expenditure of funds. 

55-6-108. Fines and penalties — Transmittal and expenditure — Enforcement of collection. 

55-6-109. Transfer of registration of title acquired as a result of death of spouse. 

55-6-110. No fee, charge or other cost to be charged or assessed against OEM headquarters 
company vehicle titling or registration. 


55-6-101. Fees due department for specified services. 


(a) The following fees are due to the department of revenue with regard to 
services pertaining to the titling and registration of motor vehicles: 

(1) For issuing a certificate of title there shall be collected, in addition to 
the registration fee, a sum of five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50). The revenue 
generated from one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50) of this fee shall be 
earmarked for the purpose of paying the principal and interest on bonds 
issued pursuant to chapter 1028 of the Public Acts of 1992. Any funds in 
excess of the amount necessary to pay the principal and interest shall be 
earmarked for the purposes of capital projects at state parks. It is the 
legislative intent that the department of environment and conservation in 
the planning and development of its capital renovation and improvement 
programs for state parks give priority to the camp sites, marinas and cabins; 
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(2) For noting new liens or encumbrances and transferring liens or 
encumbrances from one (1) lienor to the lienor’s assignee upon a certificate 
of title when the transaction does not involve a change of ownership and 
where the certificate of title is forwarded to the department together with 
the application, the sum of eleven dollars ($11.00); 

(3) For noting on a certificate of title the extension of any mortgage 
therein described and noted thereon, the sum of eleven dollars ($11.00); 

(4) For issuing a duplicate certificate of ownership to replace a lost or 
destroyed certificate, the sum of five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50); 

(5) For issuing a plate with a new and distinguishing number for a vehicle 
where the serial or manufacturer’s identification number has been removed, 
destroyed or obliterated, or for replacing a plate and number issued by a 
manufacturer, the sum of ten dollars ($10.00); and 

(6) For issuing or duplicating any other certificate or document not 
specifically enumerated in this section, but not including the initial issuance 
of a registration certificate, then at a charge that the commissioner deems 
necessary to cover the actual cost of preparation and distribution thereof, 
but not to exceed the sum of two dollars ($2.00) each. 

(b) The increase of fifty cents (50¢) in the state fees for certificates of title 


authorized by chapter 276 of the Public Acts of 1989, subject to an annual 
appropriation in the general appropriations act, shall be used for the purpose 
of funding action against odometer fraud, including the expenses of odometer 
fraud related activities of the department of safety and the department of 


revenue. 


(c)(1) Revenue to the state from the fee increases in subdivisions (a)(2)-(4), 
as provided by chapter 529, §§ 3-5 of the Public Acts of 1993, are earmarked 
to the department for equipment, staff, and other costs incurred by the 
department or a county clerk’s office under contract with the department 
pursuant to § 55-3-114(e). [See the Compiler’s Notes.] 

(2) No state funds collected pursuant to the fee increases provided by 
chapter 529 of the Public Acts of 1993 shall be expended in any county where 
the additional funds provided in the fee increases provided by chapter 529 


are not collected. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 90 (Williams, 
§ 5538.190); 1953, ch. 167, § 18; 1959, ch. 250, 
oe 1967, chnlal, Bod; 1972,>ck.,540, $14: 
a976, ch. 589,°§ 1; 1979, ch. 268, §§ 1) 2; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-601; Acts 1986, 
ch. 791, § 2; 1989, ch. 276, §§ 3, 4; 1992, ch. 
1029, §§ 1-3; 1998, ch. 529, §§ 3-5, 8, 12; 2007, 
ch. 484, § 74; 2008, ch. 924, § 11; 2009, ch. 530, 
§ 108; 2015, ch. 294, §§ 3, 4. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 19938, ch. 529, referred to in (c)(2), pro- 


vided for fee increases in §§ 55-4-105(c), 55-6- 
104(1) [now § 55-6-101(a)(1)], and subdivisions 
(2)-(4) [now (a)(2)-(a)(4)] of this section. 

For transfer of the division of title and regis- 
tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
(April 19, 2006). 

Acts 2014, ch. 718 §§ 2 and 3 amended 
§ 55-3-114(e), referred to in this section, and 
eliminated the contract requirement. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Local Tax on Vehicles. 
There is nothing in this chapter which pro- 


hibits a county from levying and collecting a 
privilege tax on motor vehicles as authorized by 
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§ 5-8-102. Adkins v. Robertson County, 201 
Tenn. 596, 301 S.W.2d 337, 1957 Tenn. LEXIS 
340 (1957). 


55-6-102. Fees returnable — Causes. 


(a) Whenever any application to the department or any county clerk is 
accompanied by any fee as required by law, and the application is refused or 
rejected, the fee shall be returned to the applicant. 

(b) Whenever the department, or any county clerk of the state, through 
error, collects any fee not required to be paid hereunder, the fee shall be 
refunded to the person paying the fee upon application made within six (6) 
months after the date of the payment. 

(c) Whenever the department declines to issue a certificate of title to any 
purchaser of a motor vehicle required to be registered hereunder, the applicant 
may, if the applicant has already applied for and received a registration of the 
motor vehicle, at any time within five (5) days from receipt of formal notice that 
the applicant’s application for a certificate of title has been rejected, surrender 
the applicant’s certificate of registration and registration plate or plates issued 
for the motor vehicle to the county clerk from whom they were purchased and 
be thereby entitled to an immediate refund of all the fees paid by the applicant 
for the registration of the motor vehicle, except, however, that the applicant 
shall not be entitled to any part of fees paid to the county clerk by virtue of 
§ 55-4-208. 


History. §§ 22, 36; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-602; Acts 
Acts, 1951, ch. .70, § 91 (Williams,. 2007, ch. 484, § 75; 2018, ch. 1023,.§ 52. 
§' 5538.191): impl. ‘am.’Acts)’ 1978, ch’ 934, 


55-6-103. Disposition of fees. 


(a) All fees collected by the department by the terms of this chapter and 
chapter 2 of this title shall be for the benefit of the state and the same when so 
collected shall be deposited by the commissioner with the state treasurer and 
shall become a part of the general funds of the state. 

(b) All fees required to be paid to the clerks of the various counties shall, 
unless otherwise specifically provided, be retained by the clerk and handled in 
the same manner as all other fees collected by the clerk for the clerk’s benefit. 


History. (orig. ed.), § 59-608; Acts 19938, ch. 327, § 11; 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 92 (Williams, 1995, ch. 305, § 112; 1999, ch. 98, § 11. 
§ 5538.192); Acts 1963, ch. 270, § 1; T.C.A. 


55-6-104. Fees due county clerk for specified duties. 


(a) The county clerks, as deputies to the registrar of motor vehicles, shall, 
upon the performance of the duties that the registrar prescribes under the laws 
governing the titling and licensing of vehicles and upon complying with the 
requirements of this chapter, be entitled to the following fees from applicants 
for the following services: 

(1) For issuing certificates of registration and registration plates, for 
transferring registration plates from one motor vehicle to another and 
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issuing a certificate therefor, for accepting for surrender certificates of 

registration and registration plates, for each set of registration plates and 

certificates of registration, the sum of two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50); 

(2) For issuing replacement certificates of registration, the sum of three 
dollars ($3.00) each; 

(3) For receiving and forwarding to the division each application for 
certificates of title, including all acknowledgments of signatures thereunder, 
the sum of five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50); 

(4) For issuing a duplicate certificate of ownership to replace a lost or 
destroyed certificate, the sum of five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50); and 

(5) For each transaction where sales tax is collected one dollar ($1.00); 
except that the fee shall be two dollars ($2.00) where sales tax is collected on 
the isolated sale of boats and other such vessels. 

(b)(1) The county clerks, as deputies to the commissioner under § 55-3- 

114(a)(2), shall be entitled to the following fees from the department, to be 

paid on a regular basis as determined by the commissioner, for the following 

services: 
(A) For issuing certificates of title pursuant to § 55-3-114, the sum of 
two hundred fifty dollars ($250) per month; or 
(B) The fee under subdivision (b)(1)(A) shall be the sum of four hundred 
dollars ($400) per month; provided, that the county clerk scans documents 
related to the issuance of titles and submits such images to the depart- 
ment electronically. 

(2) Funds payable as fees under subdivision (b)(1) shall be earmarked for 
the provision of services directly related to titling and registration and shall 
not revert to the county general fund at the end of a budget year if 
unexpended. 

(c) In the event that the number of certificates of title issued by a county 
clerk in a calendar month divided by the number of applications for a 
certificate of title received by that county clerk in that calendar month yields 
a ratio of less than fifty-one percent (51%), then the applicable amount 
provided for in subsection (b) shall be reduced to the amount that results from 
multiplying the applicable amount in subsection (b) by the ratio calculated in 
this subsection (c). 

(d) The commissioner is authorized to establish a reasonable transactional 
based payment to compensate the county clerks for the acquisition, mainte- 
nance, modernization, enhancement, or replacement of software or equipment 
and related necessary supplies used in the operation of the titling and 
registration system. 


History. 2006, ch. 989, §§ 1, 2; 2008, ch. 924, §§ 9, 10; 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 89 (Williams, 2014, ch. 718, § 5. 

§ 5538.189); Acts 1963, ch. 145, § 2; 1967, ch. ' 

316, § 1; impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, Compiler’s Notes. 

36; Acts 1979, ch. 268, §§ 3, 4; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), Acts 2006, ch. 989, § 17 provided that the act 

§ 59-604; Acts 1981, ch. 531, § 1;1986,ch.791, shall apply to funds remitted to the department 

§ 3; 1989, ch. 16, §§ 5, 6; 1993, ch. 529, §§ 2, of revenue on or after August 1, 2006. 

10; 2004, ch. 599, § 1; 2004, ch. 660, §§ 1, 2; 
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55-6-105. Duties of county clerk — Penalties for delinquencies. 


(a) In addition to the powers and duties heretofore devolved upon the county 
clerk, it is the clerk’s duty to: 

(1) Ascertain the names of the owners of all vehicles required to be 
registered by the terms of chapters 1-6 of this title in the clerk’s county, and 
issue distress warrants against the owner operating the vehicle in violation 
of chapters 1-6 of this title after April 1 of the year for which the tax in 
question may be due. In the case of the issuance of these distress warrants, 
the clerk shall be entitled to collect the fees now provided by law for the 
issuance of distress warrants; 

(2) Take registration applications from the owner of any vehicle desig- 
nated in chapters 1-6 of this title; 

(3) Collect the fees due the clerk or due any department or division of the 
state provided for in chapters 1-6 of this title to be collected by the clerk; 

(4) Distribute the registration plates, which shall be provided by the 
department, and keep a complete record of all motor vehicles registered in 
the clerk’s county; 

(5) Forward all applications for certificates of title received by the clerk, 
together with the original copy of the certificate of registration or transfer 
certificate of registration issued by the clerk to the department within five 
(5) working days from when the applications are filed with the clerk and the 
certificate of registration or transfer certificate of registration issued by the 
clerk; provided, that an additional five (5) working days shall be allowed for 
any clerk that issues certificates of title for the state under contract with the 
state. All applications, certificates and other forms, documents or informa- 
tion required by this subdivision (a)(5) to be forwarded to the department 
may be electronically scanned and forwarded to the department by electronic 
means; 

(6) Notify the department of the surrender of all certificates of registra- 
tion and registration plates on the same day upon which the certificates of 
registration and registration plates shall be surrendered to the clerk; 

(7) Remit and report, not later than the tenth day of each month, to the 
department all moneys collected by the clerk on behalf of the department 
under chapters 1-6 of this title for the titling and registration of vehicles 
made during the calendar month preceding the date of the report. In the case 
of those vehicles to be registered by the department, the clerk shall forward 
the application for registration in a timely manner to the department. All 
reports, applications, and other forms or documents required by this 
subdivision (a)(7) to be forwarded to the department, or any other listings 
pertaining to such documents that may be required by the commissioner, 
may be electronically scanned and forwarded to the department by electronic 
means; 

(8) Account to the department for all registration plates so consigned to 
the clerk; and 

(9) A county clerk shall not issue a registration for a vehicle based in a 
county that has been designated by the Tennessee air pollution control board 
to have a motor vehicle inspection and maintenance program in order to 
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attain or maintain compliance with national ambient air quality standards, 
except in accordance with terms and conditions as are established in rules of 
the board. 

(b) Any county clerk who is delinquent as. much as two (2) days in 
forwarding the applications for certificate of title, the original copies of the 
certificates of registration, transfers of registration and surrenders of regis- 
trations to the department, or as much as ten (10) days in making the report 
hereinabove required to be made to the department, commits a Class C 
misdemeanor. Each day constitutes a separate offense. If any clerk is delin- 
quent as much as ten (10) days in making the remittance required under 
subdivision (a)(7), there shall be added to the amount of the remittance due a 
penalty of five percent (5%) of the amount, except that the commissioner shall 
have the authority to waive the penalty or relieve the clerk of payment of the 
amount of the penalty. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 62 (Williams, 
§ 5538.162); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 13; impl. am. 
Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; Acts 1963, ch. 156, § 2; 
impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; modi- 
fied; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-605; Acts 1989, ch. 
591, § 113; 1993, ch. 416, § 3; 1996, ch. 687, 
=) 2; 2007; ch. 484; § 76; 2014, :ch. 553, § 1; 
2014, ch. 718, §§ 6, 7. 


Code Commission Notes. The amendment 
by Acts 2014, ch. 553 amended the last sen- 
_ tence of subdivision (a)(7) by deleting “carbon” 
_ preceding “copy of the certificate of registra- 


tion” effective from March 17, 2014 until April 
16, 2014, when it was rewritten by Acts 2014, 
ch. 718. The last sentence of subdivision (a)(7) 
is set out as amended by ch. 718. 


Cross-References. 

Applicability, § 55-4-130. 

Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Law Reviews. 

Tennessee Legislature Solves Secured Lend- 
er’s Dilemma (David M. Smythe), 20 Tenn. B.J. 
27 (1984). 


_55-6-106. Reports by department to state treasurer — Remission of 
moneys. 


The department on or before the tenth day of each month, shall report and 
remit to the state treasurer all moneys so received during the preceding month 
by the department from the county clerks without any deduction on account of 
salaries, fees, costs, expenses, or claims, of any description whatsoever. 


impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; modi- 
fied; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-606. 


_ History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 65 (Williams, 
§ 5538.165); impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 14; 


55-6-107. Distribution and expenditure of funds. 


(a)(1) The proceeds of the taxes levied by chapter 4 of this title shall be 
apportioned by a distribution of ninety-eight percent (98%) thereof to the 
highway fund and two percent (2%) thereof to the general fund. The funding 
board is authorized to allocate the portions of these funds as are required to 
meet the annual requirements for payment of the state debt. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (a)(1), from the distribution to the high- 
way fund the revenue shall be allocated to the general fund in an amount 
sufficient to fund the cost of issuing motor vehicle registration plates, this 
amount to be established in the annual appropriations act. 

(b) The fees collected under Class (F) of § 55-4-111 shall be allocated on the 


55-6-107 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 334 
basis of ninety-five percent (95%) to the county and municipality in which the 
collection is made and five percent (5%) to the state; provided, that all the fees 
plus penalties that are collected as a result of assessments and citations, or 
either of them, written by representatives of the department, shall be allocated 
to the state. Not later than the tenth day of the month following the month in 
which these collections are made, the county clerk shall report and remit that 
portion of the fees allocated to the county and municipality to the proper 
county and municipality fiscal officers, and that portion of the fees allocated to 
the state to the commissioner in the same manner as other revenues collected 
under chapter 4 of this title. The fees paid to the commissioner shall be 
apportioned in the same manner as other motor vehicle revenue under 
subsection (a). The distribution of the fees allocated to the county and 
municipality shall be as follows: 
(1) One-half (2) of the proceeds shall be expended and distributed in the 
same manner as the county property tax for school purposes; 
(2)(A) The other one-half (14) shall be as follows: 
(i) Fees for mobile homes or house trailers located in unincorporated 
areas, to the county general fund; and 
(ii) Fees for mobile homes or house trailers located in incorporated 
cities and towns, to the city or town in which the mobile home or house 
trailer is located; 
(B) However, a county and city or town may by contract provide for 
other distribution of the one-half (2) not allocated to school purposes. 

(c) The proceeds of the three cents (3¢) or five cents (5¢) per pound overload 
taxes assessed under § 55-4-113 shall be apportioned by a distribution of 
eighty percent (80%) thereof to the highway fund and the remaining twenty 
percent (20%) to the general fund for the expense of administering the law. 

(d) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary, the increases in regis- 
tration tax revenue generated by the Motor Carrier Funding and Tax Admin- 
istration Act of 1993 shall be specifically earmarked for use only for the cost of 
development, implementation, maintenance, and operation of the Tennessee 
international fuel tax agreement (IFTA) and motor carrier system project. At 
the close of the fiscal year ended June 30, 1998, and at the close of each fiscal 
year thereafter, remaining unexpended earmarked funds, if any, shall no 
longer be considered earmarked for the agreement and project and shall be 
apportioned and distributed under subsection (a). 

(e) Notwithstanding this section or any other law to the contrary, the 
proceeds derived under chapter 4 of this title from the increases in fees 
imposed by chapter 181 of the Public Acts of 2017 shall be distributed solely to 
the highway fund. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 66 (Williams, 
§ 5538.166); impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, §§ 3, 
14; Acts 19638, ch. 143, § 10; 1963, ch. 145, § 4; 
1967, ch. 218, § 5; 1968, ch. 491, § 1; 1970, ch. 
473, § 1; 1975, ch. 265, § 1; impl. am. Acts 
1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-607; Acts 1981, ch. 448, § 4; 1993, ch. 142, 
§ 5; 1999;ch.:517, § 1; 2017, ch. 181, § 12. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For codification of the Motor Carrier Funding 
Tax Administration Act of 1993, enacted by Acts 
1993, ch. 142, see the Session Law Disposition 
Table in Volume 13. 

Acts 2017, ch. 181, § 1 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall be known 
and may be cited as the “Improving Manufac- 
turing, Public Roads and Opportunities for a 
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Vibrant Economy (IMPROVE) Act” or the “2017 
Tax Cut Act.” 


55-6-108. Fines and penalties — Transmittal and expenditure — En- 
forcement of collection. 


(a) All fines, penalties and forfeitures of bonds imposed or collected under 
chapters 1-6 of this title shall be paid over immediately after receipt thereof to 
the commissioner, with an accompanying statement setting forth the action or 
proceedings in which these moneys were collected, the name and residence of 
the defendant, the nature of the offense and fines, penalty, forfeiture or 
sentence, if any, imposed. 

(b) The commissioner is empowered, in the name of the state, to take all 
steps necessary to enforce the collection and prompt return of all fines, 
penalties and forfeitures of bonds, and the fines, penalties and forfeitures of 
bonds, when so collected, shall be deposited by the commissioner with the state 
treasurer and shall become a part of the general funds of the state. 


History. 150 "eb, (Su S ula 1963 .éh 1968) Le TC AL 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 67 (Williams, orig. ed.), § 59-608. 
§ 5538.167); 1957, ch. 348, § 1; impl. am. Acts 


55-6-109. Transfer of registration of title acquired as a result of death 
of spouse. 


Any other law to the contrary notwithstanding in chapters 1-6 of this title, 
no fee, charge, or other cost shall be charged or assessed against any person 
who acquires title to a motor vehicle as a result of the death of the spouse of 
this person, if application to transfer ownership and registration is made 
within one (1) year from the date of the spouse’s death. 


History. 
Acts 1972, ch. 627, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-609. 


55-6-110. No fee, charge or other cost to be charged or assessed against 
OEM headquarters company vehicle titling or registra- 
tion. 


Notwithstanding chapters 1-6 of this title to the contrary, no fee, charge or 
other cost otherwise applicable under chapters 1-6 of this title shall be charged 
or assessed against any OEM headquarters company in connection with the 
titling or registration of any OEM headquarters company vehicle. 


History. 
Acts 2009, ch. 530, § 125. 


CHAPTER 7 
SIZE, WEIGHT AND LOAD 


Part 1. General Provisions 


Section 
55-7-101. Operation of vehicles injurious to highways must conform to regulations. 
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Section 
55-7-102. Regulations governing equipment of wheels to protect surface and foundation of 


55-7-103. 
55-7-104. 
55-7-105. 
55-7-106, 
55-7-107. 
55-7-108. 
55-7-109. 


55-7-110. 
55-7-111. 
55-7-112. 
55-7-113. 
55-7-114. 
55-7-115. 
55-7-116. 
55-7-117. 
55-7-118. 


55-7-201. 
55-7-201. 


55-7-202. 
55-7-203. 


55-7-204. 
55-7-205. 


55-7-206. 
55-7-207. 


55-7-208. 
55-7-209. 


roadways. 

Reduction of maximum weight — Notice. 

Penalty for violation of preceding sections. 

Arrest of violators — Trial — Reduction of overload before moving vehicle — Penalty. 

Liability for damages to highways — Suit by district attorney general. 

Vehicles hauling timber, pulpwood or logs — Securing of loads. 

Log trucks — Improper fastening of load — Penalty. 

Loose material hauled in open truck bed — Restrictions — Penalties for violations — 
Exceptions. 

Front axle weight. 

Varying locations for portable scales. 

Rules concerning equipment and routes. 

Identification of vehicles hauling loose material required — Exception. 

Safety chains for trailers — Penalty — Exceptions. 

Vehicles exclusively transporting seed cotton modules. 

Criteria for selecting truck weigh-inspection station sites. 

Use of engine compression braking devices. 

Use of state funds to enforce electronic logging regulations prohibited. 


Part 2. Weight and Length Specifications 


Maximum length of vehicles. [Effective until November 1, 2020. See the version 
effective November 1, 2020.] 

Maximum length of vehicles. [Effective November 1, 2020. See the version effective 
until November 1, 2020.] 

Maximum width and height. 

Maximum weight per axle or group of axles allowed — Exemptions for heavy-duty tow 
and recovery and emergency fire suppression vehicles. 

Buses — Length limitations — Trailers on school buses prohibited. 

Permits for moving vehicles of excess weight or size — Permits for towing vehicles of 
excess weight, height, length, or width. 

Penalty for violation of this part — Injunction proceedings — Disposition of fines, 
penalties and forfeitures. 

Exception from length and weight requirements for public transit systems. 

Twin trailer trucks. 

Special requirements for roof trusses. 


PART 1 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 


55-7-101. Operation of vehicles injurious to highways must conform to 


regulations. 


No vehicle, truck, engine, or tractor of any kind, whether the vehicle be 


propelled by steam, gasoline, or otherwise, shall be permitted to operate upon 
any street, road, highway, or other public thoroughfare that, either by reason 
of its weight or the character of its wheels, will materially injure the surface or 
foundation of the street, road, highway, public thoroughfare, including the 
bridges thereon, unless and until the owner or operator of the vehicle of any 
kind has complied with the rules and regulations that may be prescribed by the 
departments of transportation and safety relating to the use of the highways 
by those vehicles. 


History. 
Acts 1921, ch. 177, § 1; 1925, ch. 130, § 1; 
Shan. Supp., § 1616a2; Code 1932, § 2703; 


Acts 1945, ch. 165, § 1; mod. C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 2703; impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; impl. 
am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, § 5; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
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§§ 59-1101, 55-11-101. 


Cross-References. 

Driver license endorsements, multiple trailer 
endorsement, § 55-50-102. 

Motor vehicle breath-alcohol ignition inter- 
lock devices, § 55-10-417. 

Number of passengers in school buses, § 49- 
6-2110. 
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Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 5 Tenn. Juris., 
Carriers, § 58. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Exceptions or exemptions from weight limits, 
OAG 99-041, 1999 Tenn. AG LEXIS 58 
(2/25/99). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. County Violating Weight Limitations. 
In action for death of county employee killed 
when bridge collapsed under weight of steam 
shovel on which he was riding, demurrer to 
averment that county violated statute provid- 
ing maximum weight for vehicles using public 


thoroughfares was overruled because it did not 
adequately reach question as to whether county 
had created a nuisance. Davidson County v. 
Blackwell, 19 Tenn. App. 47, 82 S.W.2d 872, 
1934 Tenn. App. LEXIS 2 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1935). 


55-7-102. Regulations governing equipment of wheels to protect sur- 
face and foundation of roadways. 


The department of transportation is empowered to prescribe by regulations 
the manner in which the wheels of vehicles shall be equipped in order to 
protect the surface and foundation of streets, roads and highways, including 
bridges, on the roadways. 


History. 
Acts 1921, ch. 177, § 2; Shan. Supp., 
§ 1616a3; Code 1932, § 2704; mod. C. Supp. 


1950, § 2704; impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, § 5; T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), $§ 59-1102, 55-11-102. 


55-7-103. Reduction of maximum weight — Notice. 


(a) From January 15 to April 15 of each year, and at any other time when, 
by reason of repairs, weather conditions, or recent construction of the road, the 
maximum weight permitted would damage the road, the department of 
transportation may specify any lower maximum weight that, in the discretion 
of the department, is necessary in order to protect the streets, roads, highways, 
or other public thoroughfares from unnecessary injury or damage. 

(b) Notice of a reduction in weight of load shall be given by the department 
by posters posted at the termini of the road and all detours for one (1) week 
before the reduction of load becomes effective. 


History. 
Bere 1925, ch, 130, § 2: Shan. .Supp.. 
§ 1616a4; Code 1932, § 2705; mod. C. Supp. 


1950, § 2705; impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, § 3; 
impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, § 5; T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), §§ 59-1103, 55-11-1038. 


55-7-104. Penalty for violation of preceding sections. 


Anyone who drives or causes to be driven any vehicle upon any public 
thoroughfare in violation of §§ 55-7-101 — 55-7-103, or in violation of 
regulations duly issued thereunder, commits a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1921, ch. 177, § 3; 1925, ch. 130, § 3; 
Shan. Supp., § 1616a5; Code 1932, § 2706; 


mod. C. Supp. 1950, § 2706; Acts 1953, ch. 3, 
§ 4; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), §§ 59-1104, 55-11-104; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


55-7-105 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Lids 


Law Reviews. 
Taxation — Federal Income Tax — Deduct- 
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ibility as Business Expense of Fines and Pen- 
alties for Violation of State Truck-Weight Limi- 
tation, 24 Tenn. L. Rev. 1055. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Constitutionality. 
The 1953 amendment was not unconstitu- 
tional because it referred alone to sections of 


language. Donahoo v. Mason & Dixon Lines, 
Inc., 199 Tenn. 145, 285 S.W.2d 125, 1955 Tenn. 
LEXIS 488 (1955). 


the 1950 Code Supplement without additional 


55-7-105. Arrest of violators — Trial — Reduction of overload before 
moving vehicle — Penalty. 


(a) It is the duty of any officer authorized by law to make arrests, when that 
officer detects any person engaged in the violation of any of the provisions of 
§§ 55-7-101 — 55-7-103, or regulations issued thereunder, immediately to 
place in custody and take the person at once before the nearest judge of the 
court of general sessions for trial, and it is not lawful for any person to move 
the vehicle overloaded in violation of §§ 55-7-101 — 55-7-103 until the load 
has been reduced so as to comply with the provisions or a special permit has 
been obtained. 

(b) The failure of the driver or the owner of the vehicle promptly to comply 
with these provisions is a Class C misdemeanor. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


History. 

Acts 1925," cay" 130,) 8" 4. onan. “Oupp.. 
§ 1616a6; Code 1932, § 2707; mod. C. Supp. 
1950, § 2707; impl. am. Acts 1979, ch. 68, § 3; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), §§ 59-1105, 55-11-105; Acts 
1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


55-7-106. Liability for damages to highways — Suit by district attor- 
ney general. 


The owner of any vehicle driven upon the public thoroughfare, in violation of 
any of §§ 55-7-101 — 55-7-105, or regulations issued thereunder, shall also be 
liable in an action for damages caused to these public thoroughfares, the action 
to be prosecuted in the name of the state by the district attorney general of the 
district in which the violation occurs. 


History. 
Acts*1921)) ch 177,:$ 4p 1925; chiil3d, $5; 
Shan. Supp., § 1616a7; Code 1932, § 2708; 


mod. C. Supp. 1950, § 2708; modified; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), §§ 59-1106, 59-11-106. 


55-7-107. Vehicles hauling timber, pulpwood or logs — Securing of 
loads. 


(a) When timber, pulpwood, or logs are hauled upon a truck, tractor-trailer, 
or tractor-semitrailer combination, with a rated capacity of more than three- 
fourths (%) of a ton, every length of timber, pulpwood, or logs shall be securely 
fastened with either two (2) chains rated not less than three-eighths inch (3%”) 
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proof coil, or two (2) wire rope cables of not less than three-eighths inch (3%”) 
diameter or any combination of the minimum size chain or cable, or two (2) 
nylon straps equivalent in tensile strength to the minimum size chain or cable. 

(b) If the length of the timber, pulpwood, or logs hauled exceeds thirty-five 
feet (35’), every length shall be securely fastened with three (3) chains or 
cables, as described in subsection (a), or a combination of chains and cables, or 
three (3) nylon straps equivalent in tensile strength to the minimum size chain 
or cable. 


History. T.C.A., § 59-1118; Acts 1985, ch. 45, § 1; 
Acts 1957, ch. 356, § 1; 1974, ch. 745, § 1; T.C.A., § 55-11-107; Acts 1995, ch. 253, §§ 1, 2. 


55-7-108. Log trucks — Improper fastening of load — Penalty. 


Any owner, operator, or other person having control over the loading of log 
trucks, who hauls logs or permits the hauling of logs in violation of § 55-7-107 
commits a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1957, ch. 356, § 2; T.C.A., §§ 59-1119, Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
55-11-108; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118. 111. 


55-7-109. Loose material hauled in open truck bed — Restrictions — 
Penalties for violations — Exceptions. 


(a) Any truck, or other motor vehicle, with an open bed, that is operated on 
any highway, road, or street open for public use in this state, shall be loaded so 
that any loose material transported in truck or other motor vehicle remains at 
least four inches (4”) below the walls of the open bed, measured at the front, 
back and sidewalls; but the load may be piled higher in the center of the open 
bed. “Loose material” includes any substance that could spill, drop off, or blow 
away from the open bed when the vehicle is operated. “Loose material” does not 
include materials such as sand or salt that are purposely discharged from 
truck beds to clear roadways or improve traction, and does not include water 
sprayed on streets for purposes of sanitation. 

(b)(1) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(2) A charge for violation of this section shall be brought against the 
hauler whose vehicle is found in violation; however, the hauler may recoup 
one-half (14) of the fine from the producer or loader of the material hauled in 
violation of this section. 

(c) As used in this section, “hauler” includes both the owner and the driver 
of a vehicle, and both parties shall be jointly liable. Only one (1) fine shall be 
imposed on a hauler, regardless of a difference between ownership and 
Operation, and the party or parties paying the fine shall have a right of 
recoupment against the producer or loader either in whole or in accordance 
with the producer’s or loader’s share of payment. 

(d)(1) This section shall not include farm produce going to market. 

(2) This section shall not apply to motor vehicles which transport crushed 
stone, fill dirt and rock, soil, bulk sand, coal, phosphate muck, asphalt, 
concrete, other building materials, forest products, unfinished lumber, 
agricultural lime and agricultural products and that are loaded in compli- 
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ance with the four-inch requirement of this section. The exemption shall not 
apply to any load if any law enforcement officer sees any part of this material 
blowing off the vehicle. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1977, ch. 54,§ 1; T.C.A., § 59-1120; Acts Littering offenses, § 39-14-501 et seq. 
1986, ch. 852, § 2; T.C.A., § 55-11-109; Acts Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
1989, ch. 591, § 113. Ta 


55-7-110. Front axle weight. 


Whenever a vehicle is weighed by the state, a weight measurement shall also 
be made under just the front axle. 


History. 
Acts 1981, ch. 448, § 9; T.C.A., § 55-11-110. 


Cross-References. 
Maximum axle weights, § 55-7-203. 
Scale locations to be varied, § 55-7-111. 


55-7-111. Varying locations for portable scales. 


Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the portable scales and those 
permanent scales not on interstate highways operated by the state shall be 
used at varying times and at varying locations, for the portable scales, in order 
to avoid the establishment of any pattern of enforcement that would encourage 
avoidance of the legal obligations imposed by this title. 


History. 
Acts 1981, ch. 448, § 12; T.C.A., § 55-11-111. 


55-7-112. Rules concerning equipment and routes. 


The commissioner of transportation is authorized to promulgate rules not 
inconsistent with federal law: 
(1) Regulating the equipment required for vehicles as a condition to using 
the system of state highways to assure safety of motorists; and 
(2) Establishing particular highways upon which commercial motor ve- 
hicles may operate. 


History. 
Acts 1983, ch. 319, § 9; T.C.A., § 55-11-112. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 28. 


55-7-113. Identification of vehicles hauling loose material required — 
Exception. 


Any vehicle hauling loose material, except farm produce, as defined in 
§ 55-7-109, shall have affixed, stenciled, or painted on the rear of the vehicle 
a sign or placard bearing the name of the owner of the vehicle in letters at least 
six inches (6”) in height, clearly visible to a motorist following the vehicle, and 
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an additional identifying number if the owner has more than one (1) such 
vehicle. 


History. 
Acts 1988, ch. 712, § 1; T-C.A., § 55-11-1138. 


55-7-114. Safety chains for trailers — Penalty — Exceptions. 


(a) In addition to any other attachment, any trailer, semitrailer, or pole 
trailer operated on the highways of Tennessee shall be attached to the towing 
vehicle by a chain, securely attached to both vehicles, and reasonably capable 
of maintaining the attachment in the event of failure by any other attachment 
device. 

(b) The responsibility for providing safety chains for trailers rented, leased, 
or loaned to farmers by persons customarily doing so for the haulage of farm 
supplies or crops shall be with the person so renting, leasing, or loaning the 
trailer. 

(c) Failure to comply with this section shall subject the offender to a fine of 

fifty dollars ($50.00) on a first offense, that may be submitted by the offender 
to the clerk of the court that has jurisdiction of the offense in the county in 
which the offense charged was alleged to have been committed, in lieu of 
appearance in court by the offender. On second and subsequent offenses, the 
fine shall be not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than five hundred 
dollars ($500). 
(d)(1) This section does not apply to farm implements used in tillage, 
harvesting, or seeding, if the implements were not equipped at the time of 
manufacture with safety chains, and if the implements are being towed on 
state or local roads at a speed of less than twenty-five miles per hour (25 
mph), except this exemption shall not apply to farm trailers. 

(2) This section also does not apply to any motor vehicle with an attached 
gooseneck type trailer or semitrailer with a fifth wheel. 


History. 
Acts 1988, ch. 668, § 1; T.C.A., § 55-11-114. 


55-7-115. Vehicles exclusively transporting seed cotton modules. 


(a) Except as provided in subsection (d), a single motor vehicle used 
exclusively to transport seed cotton modules shall not exceed a width of one 
hundred eight inches (108”) when operated on any highway designated by the 
department of transportation, and shall not exceed a width of one hundred two 
inches (102”) when operated on any highway not so designated. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (d), a single motor vehicle used 
exclusively to transport seed cotton modules may exceed the limitation on 
length provided for a single vehicle by § 55-7-201, but may not exceed a length 
of fifty-three feet (53’). 

(c) Except as provided by subsection (d), a single motor vehicle used 
exclusively to transport seed cotton modules may exceed the limitation on 
weight provided for a single vehicle, but the load on any one (1) axle may not 
exceed twenty thousand pounds (20,000 lbs.), the tandem axle load may not 
exceed thirty-eight thousand pounds (38,000 lbs.) without van-type cover, 
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thirty-nine thousand four hundred pounds (39,400 lbs.) with van-type cover, 
and the overall gross weight of the vehicle or vehicles may not exceed fifty-nine 
thousand four hundred pounds (59,400 lbs.). 

(d) A vehicle may not be operated on the national system of interstate and 
defense highways if it exceeds the maximum size or weight authorized by 23 
US.058 sh2 


History. 
Acts 1989, ch. 330, § 1; 1991, ch, 226, § 1. 


55-7-116. Criteria for selecting truck weigh-inspection station sites. 


The department of transportation shall use the following criteria to select 
the site of truck weigh-inspection stations: 
(1) Ability to intercept maximum number of trucks; 
(2) Resistance to being bypassed by trucks; 
(3) Proximity of services; 
(4) Cost of construction of and right-of-way to the station; 
(5) Avoidance of adverse alignment of the through lanes; 
(6) Adequate spacing from interchanges and bridges; 
(7) Effect on environment; and 
(8) Facilitation of enforcement. 


History. 
Acts 1992, ch. 756, § 1. 


55-7-117. Use of engine compression braking devices. 


(a) Truck tractors and semitrailers, as defined in § 55-8-101, shall not use 
an engine compression braking device, unless the engine compression braking 
device is equipped with an operational, approved muffler. 

(b) As used in this section, “approved muffler” means any muffler that 
complies with Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations on noise emissions, 
compiled in 49 CFR 325.1 et seq. 

(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(d) Any local or municipal government may request that the department of 
transportation place signage within the local or municipal government’s 
jurisdiction, to effectuate the purposes of this section within its jurisdiction. 
The erection of these signs shall be within the guidelines prescribed by the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. The department of transportation 
shall have the authority to develop appropriate signage, sign usage, and 
manufacture and installation guidelines regarding the signs. The local or 
municipal government shall remit to the department of transportation the cost 
of the manufacture and installation of the signs. The payment shall be made 
prior to any expenditure by the state for the manufacture or installation of the 
signs. The department shall return any unused portion of the estimated cost to 
the local or municipal government paying for the signs within thirty (30) days 
of the erection of the signs. If the local cost exceeds the estimated cost, an 
amount equal to the difference in such costs shall be remitted to the 
department within thirty (30) days of the local or municipal government 
receiving an itemized invoice of the actual cost from the department. 
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(e) The commissioner of transportation is authorized to promulgate rules 
and regulations to effectuate the purposes of this section. All rules and 
regulations shall be promulgated in accordance with the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 


History. 
Acts 2005, ch. 405, § 1-3. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
ary" 


55-7-118. Use of state funds to enforce electronic logging regulations 
prohibited. 


No state funds shall be expended to enforce electronic logging regulations 
against any motor vehicle transporting nonhazardous materials for farm 
purposes that does not travel outside the boundaries of the state. 


History. 
Acts 2018, ch. 733, § 1. 


PART 2 
WEIGHT AND LENGTH SPECIFICATIONS 


55-7-201. Maximum length of vehicles. [Effective until November 1, 
2020. See the version effective November 1, 2020.] 


(a) For purposes of this section, “truck tractor” means the noncargo carrying 
power unit that operates in combination with a semitrailer or trailer, except 
that a truck tractor and semitrailer engaged in the transportation of automo- 
biles may transport motor vehicles on part of the power unit. 

(b) No motor vehicle as defined in § 55-1-108 consisting of a straight truck 
whose length, including any part of its body or load, exceeds forty-five feet (45’) 
and no straight truck with trailer attached, the total length of which combi- 
nation, including any part of the body or load, exceeds sixty-five feet (65') shall 
be operated on any highway. 

(c) Motor vehicles consisting of a truck-tractor and semitrailer or trailer 
combination shall be permitted to operate over the federal and state highway 
system; provided, that the towed vehicle shall not exceed fifty feet (50') in 
length from the point of attachment to the tractor, except that this length may 
be increased to fifty-two feet (52’) when the load on the vehicle consists of 
livestock, motor vehicle parts, automobiles and/or motor vehicles. If the towed 
vehicle exceeds forty-eight feet (48’) in length from the point of attachment to 
the tractor and the load on the vehicle does not consist of livestock, motor 
vehicle parts, automobiles and/or motor vehicles, the distance between the 
kingpin and the rearmost axle or a point midway between the two (2) rear 
axles, if the two (2) rear axles are a tandem axle, shall not exceed forty-one feet 
(41’). 

(d) Motor vehicles consisting of a truck-tractor and twin trailer combination 
shall be permitted to operate on the national network of highways, including 
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interstate highways and the additional highways identified in 23 CFR Part 
658, Appendix A; provided, that neither of the towed vehicles shall exceed 
twenty-eight feet six inches (28’ 6”) in length. 

(e) No twin trailer truck authorized by this chapter shall be operated on any 
highway designated as a scenic highway under the authority of title 54, 
chapter 17. The national network of highways, including interstate highways 
and the additional highways identified in 23 CFR Part 658, Appendix A, shall 
not be considered scenic routes for purposes of this chapter. 

(f) The limitation as to length stated in this section shall not apply to loads 
of poles, logs or timber in single length pieces; provided, that no motor vehicle, 
including any part of the body or load, transporting such material shall be in 
excess of seventy-five feet (75’) in length unless a permit has first been 
obtained as authorized in § 55-7-205. 

(g) The length limitations described in this section shall be exclusive of 
safety and energy conservation devices designated by the commissioner except 
that no device excluded from the limitations of this section shall have by its 
design or use the capability to carry cargo. 

(h) It is not a violation of the length limits set forth in this section when any 
otherwise properly titled and registered vehicle, which is in compliance with 
applicable length requirements, is disabled on the highways and requires a 
tow or other assistance in proceeding to an exit or a repair or terminal facility 
within one hundred (100) miles of the point where the vehicle became disabled, 
and the combined lengths of the disabled vehicle and the tow vehicle exceed the 
limits in this section. This exemption shall only apply to vehicles disabled 
while operating on the highway, and only when authorized by the owner, 
terminal manager, owner’s agent, or law enforcement official. 

(i)(1) Notwithstanding any other maximum vehicle length provision of this 

section, a stinger-steered automobile transporter with a front overhang of 

less than four feet (4') and a rear overhang of less than six feet (6’) shall be 
permitted to operate on the national network of highways, including 
interstate highways and the additional highways identified in 23 CFR Part 

658, Appendix A, up to a maximum vehicle length of eighty feet (80’). 

(2) For purposes of this subsection (i), a “stinger-steered automobile 
transporter” means an automobile transporter, which is a vehicle combina- 
tion designed and used specifically for the transport of assembled automo- 
biles, that has a fifth wheel located on a drop frame behind and below the 
rear-most axle of the power unit. 

(j)(1) Notwithstanding any other maximum vehicle length provision of this 

section, a towaway trailer transporter combination shall be permitted to 

operate on the national network of highways, including interstate highways 
and the additional highways identified in 23 CFR Part 658, Appendix A, up 

to a maximum vehicle length of eighty-two feet (82’). 

(2) For purposes of this subsection (j), a “towaway trailer transporter 
combination” means a combination of vehicles consisting of a trailer trans- 
porter towing unit and two (2) trailers or semitrailers in which: 

(A) The total weight does not exceed twenty-six thousand pounds 

(26,000 lbs.); and 

(B) The trailers or semitrailers carry no property and constitute inven- 
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tory of a manufacturer, distributor, or dealer of such trailers or semitrail- 


ers. 


(k) This section shall be enforced in accordance with all applicable provi- 
sions of federal law regarding the operation of vehicles on the national network 
of highways, including interstate highways and the additional highways 
identified in 23 CFR Part 658, Appendix A. 


History. 

mcie igod, Co. GO, ¢ o, 1o40, Cl loz, SL: 
mod. C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.1 (Williams, 
§ 2715.3); Acts 1959, ch. 87, § 1; 1967, ch. 400, 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 500, § 1; 1979, ch. 91, § 1; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-1107; Acts 1981, ch. 448, § 5; 
1982, ch. 768, § 1; 1982, ch. 912, §§ 1, 4; 1982, 
ch. 953, § 3; 1983, ch. 319, § 4; 1987, ch. 116, 
e195, Ci 400, 8 hs L.A. 8 OOF L-aOL 
Acts 2007, ch. 235, § 1; 2014, ch. 894, § 2; 
2014, ch. 895, § 1; 2019, ch. 216, §§ 1-3. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For transfer of the division of title and regis- 
tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
(April 19, 2006). Acts 2014, ch. 895, § 2 pro- 
vided that the amendment to subsection (h) by 
§ 1 of the act, shall become operative if the 
federal motor carrier safety administration ad- 


vises the department of safety in writing that 
the provisions of § 1 of the act shall not render 
Tennessee in violation of federal laws and regu- 
lations and subject to penalties prescribed in 
the federal laws and regulations. Such advise- 
ment was received in March of 2017. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for violation of part, § 55-7-206. 
Twin trailer trucks authorized on interstate 
and defense highways, § 55-7-208. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 5 Tenn. Juris., 
Carriers, § 58. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Trailers Towed by Buses. 

Specific provisions of § 55-7-204 fixing maxi- 
mum length of buses and making no provision 
for trailers to be attached to buses governed 
over the general provisions of this section, and 


this section did not authorize towing trailers 
behind buses. Continental Tennessee Lines, 
Inc. v. McCanless, 209 Tenn. 324, 354 S.W.2d 
57, 1962 Tenn. LEXIS 361 (1962). 


55-7-201. Maximum length of vehicles. [Effective November 1, 2020. 
See the version effective until November 1, 2020.] 


(a) For purposes of this section, “truck tractor” means the noncargo carrying 
power unit that operates in combination with a semitrailer or trailer, except that 
a truck tractor and semitrailer engaged in the transportation of automobiles 
may transport motor vehicles on part of the power unit. 

(b) No motor vehicle as defined in § 55-1-103 consisting of a straight truck 
whose length, including any part of its body or load, exceeds forty-five feet (45') 
and no straight truck with trailer attached, the total length of which combina- 
tion, including any part of the body or load, exceeds sixty-five feet (65') shall be 
operated on any highway. 

(c) Motor vehicles consisting of a truck-tractor and semitrailer or trailer 
combination shall be permitted to operate over the federal and state highway 
system; provided, that the towed vehicle shall not exceed fifty-two feet (52') in 
length from the point of attachment to the tractor. If the towed vehicle exceeds 
forty-eight feet (48') in length from the point of attachment to the tractor and the 
load on the vehicle does not consist of livestock, motor vehicle parts, or motor 
vehicles, or any combination of such items, the distance between the kingpin 
and a point midway between the two (2) rear axles shall not exceed forty-one feet 
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(41'). The distance between the kingpin and the rearmost axle, if the axles are 
not a tandem axle, shall not exceed forty-four feet (44') . 

(d) Motor vehicles consisting of a truck-tractor and twin trailer combination 
shall be permitted to operate on the national network of highways, including 
interstate highways and the additional highways identified in 23 CFR Part 
658, Appendix A; provided, that neither of the towed vehicles shall exceed 
twenty-eight feet six inches (28' 6") in length. 

(e) No twin trailer truck authorized by this chapter shall be operated on any 
highway designated as a scenic highway under the authority of title 54, chapter 
17. The national network of highways, including interstate highways and the 
additional highways identified in 23 CFR Part 658, Appendix A, shall not be 
considered scenic routes for purposes of this chapter. 

(f) The limitation as to length stated in this section shall not apply to loads 
of poles, logs or timber in single length pieces; provided, that no motor vehicle, 
including any part of the body or load, transporting such material shall be in 
excess of seventy-five feet (75') in length unless a permit has first been obtained 
as authorized in § 55-7-205. 

(g) The length limitations described in this section shall be exclusive of safety 
and energy conservation devices designated by the commissioner except that no 
device excluded from the limitations of this section shall have by its design or 
use the capability to carry cargo. 

(h) It is not a violation of the length limits set forth in this section when any 
otherwise properly titled and registered vehicle, which is in compliance with 
applicable length requirements, is disabled on the highways and requires a tow 
or other assistance in proceeding to an exit or a repair or terminal facility 
within one hundred (100) miles of the point where the vehicle became disabled, 
and the combined lengths of the disabled vehicle and the tow vehicle exceed the 
limits in this section. This exemption shall only apply to vehicles disabled while 
operating on the highway, and only when authorized by the owner, terminal 
manager, owner’s agent, or law enforcement official. 

(i)(1l) Notwithstanding any other maximum vehicle length provision of this 

section, a stinger-steered automobile transporter with a front overhang of less 

than four feet (4') and a rear overhang of less than six feet (6') shall be 
permitted to operate on the national network of highways, including inter- 

state highways and the additional highways identified in 23 CFR Part 658, 

Appendix A, up to a maximum vehicle length of eighty feet (80'). 

(2) For purposes of this subsection (i), a “stinger-steered automobile 
transporter” means an automobile transporter, which is a vehicle combina- 
tion designed and used specifically for the transport of assembled automo- 
biles, that has a fifth wheel located on a drop frame behind and below the 
rear-most axle of the power unit. 

@)(D Notwithstanding any other maximum vehicle length provision of this 

section, a towaway trailer transporter combination shall be permitted to 

operate on the national network of highways, including interstate highways 
and the additional highways identified in 23 CFR Part 658, Appendix A, up 

to a maximum vehicle length of eighty-two feet (82'). 

(2) For purposes of this subsection (j), a “towaway trailer transporter 
combination” means a combination of vehicles consisting of a trailer trans- 
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porter towing unit and two (2) trailers or semitrailers in which: 
(A) The total weight does not exceed twenty-six thousand pounds (26,000 


lbs.); and 


(B) The trailers or semitrailers carry no property and constitute inven- 
tory of a manufacturer, distributor, or dealer of such trailers or semitrail- 


ers. 


(k) This section shall be enforced in accordance with all applicable provi- 
sions of federal law regarding the operation of vehicles on the national network 
of highways, including interstate highways and the additional highways 
identified in 23 CFR Part 658, Appendix A. 


History. 

wmcts 1933, ch, 35,.$).3;,, 1945; ch, 132, -$ 1: 
mod. C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.1 (Williams, 
§ 2715.3); Acts 1959, ch. 87, § 1; 1967, ch. 400, 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 500, § 1; 1979, ch. 91, § 1; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-1107; Acts 1981, ch. 448, § 5; 
1982, ch. 768, § 1; 1982, ch. 912, §§ 1, 4; 1982, 
6h. 953,83; 1983)ch) 319, $4; 1987)ch. 116, 
§ 1; 1988, ch. 483, § 1; T.C.A., § 55-11-201; 
Acts 2007, ch. 235, § 1; 2014, ch. 894, § 2; 
2014, ch. 895, § 1; 2019, ch. 216, §§ 1-3; 2020, 
ch. 780, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For transfer of the division of title and regis- 
tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
(April 19, 2006). Acts 2014, ch. 895, § 2 pro- 
vided that the amendment to subsection (h) by 
§ 1 of the act, shall become operative if the 
federal motor carrier safety administration ad- 
vises the department of safety in writing that 
the provisions of § 1 of the act shall not render 
Tennessee in violation of federal laws and regu- 
lations and subject to penalties prescribed in 
the federal laws and regulations. Such advise- 
ment was received in March of 2017. 


Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment, effective November 1, 
2020, in (c), in the first sentence, substituted 
“fifty-two feet (52')” for “fifty feet (50’)”, and 


deleted “, except that this length may be in- 
creased to fifty-two feet (52’) when the load on 
the vehicle consists of livestock, motor vehicle 
parts, automobiles and/or motor vehicles.” fol- 
lowing “attachment to the tractor”, in the sec- 
ond sentence, deleted “automobile and/” follow- 
ing “motor vehicle parts”, and inserted “or any 
combination of such items, the distance be- 
tween the kingpin and a point midway between 
the two (2) rear axles shall not exceed forty-one 
feet (41’).”, in the third sentence, substituted “ 
, if the axles are not a tandem axle,” for “ or a 
point midway between the two (2) rear axles, if 
the two (2) rear axles are a tandem axle,” and “ 
forty-four feet (44’).” for “ forty-one feet (41’).” 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 780, § 4. November 1, 2020. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for violation of part,§ 55-7-206. 
Twin trailer trucks authorized on interstate 
and defense highways, § 55-7-208. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 5 Tenn. Juris., 
Carriers, § 58. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Trailers Towed by Buses. 

Specific provisions of § 55-7-204 fixing maxi- 
mum length of buses and making no provision 
for trailers to be attached to buses governed 
over the general provisions of this section, and 


this section did not authorize towing trailers 
behind buses. Continental Tennessee Lines, 
Inc. v. McCanless, 209 Tenn. 324, 354 S.W.2d 
57, 1962 Tenn. LEXIS 361 (1962). 


55-7-202. Maximum width and height. 


(a)(1) No motor vehicle as defined in § 55-1-1083 or any trailer or semitrailer, 
whose width, including any part of the load, exceeds eight feet (8') (that is, 
four feet (4’) on each side of the center line of the vehicle), or whose height, 
including any part of the load, exceeds thirteen and one-half feet (13 1%’), 
shall be operated on any highway; provided, that this section shall not apply 
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to farm tractors or farm machinery temporarily moving on any highway. 

(2) Subdivision (a)(1) relating to maximum width restrictions on trailers 
and semitrailers shall not apply to a trailer or semitrailer utilized for 
transporting seed cotton or rolled hay bales; provided, that the width of any 
such trailer or semitrailer, including any part of the load, shall not exceed 
ten feet (10’) (that is five feet (5') on each side of the center line of the trailer, 
or semitrailer), and such movement is performed during daylight hours 
within a radius of fifty (50) miles of the point of origin, and no part of the 
movement is upon any highway designated and known as a part of the 
national system of interstate and defense highways or any fully controlled 
access highway facility or other federal-aid highway designated by the 
commissioner of transportation. 

(3) In the event federal law and regulations permit the operation of 
passenger buses of widths in excess of eight feet (8’) on the national systems 
of interstate and defense highways, then there may be operated on highways 
with four (4) or more lanes, and such other highways as are designated and 
approved by the commissioner within the state, passenger buses, the width 
of which do not exceed eight feet six inches (8’ 6”), or such width, not 
exceeding eight feet six inches (8' 6”), as is permitted under the federal rules 
and regulations. 

(4) It is not a violation of this part to transport a houseboat eighteen feet 
(18') in width, or less, on the highways, but any houseboat in excess of eight 
feet (8') shall be subject to the fees provided in § 55-7-205. 

(b) The approval of the commissioner for buses in excess of eight feet (8’) to 
operate on streets and roads shall be inoperative unless approved by the 
legislative body of any city with a population of one hundred seventy thousand 


(170,000) to two hundred fifty thousand (250,000), according to the 1970: 


federal census. 

(c) Motor vehicles not exceeding eight feet six inches (8’ 6”) in width are 
permitted to operate over the interstate system and other federal-aid highways 
designated by the commissioner. Incidental appurtenances and retracted 
awnings, where the width does not exceed six inches (6”), and safety devices, as 
designated by the commissioner, shall be excluded from the measurement of 
width and the provisions contained in § 55-7-205. Within the limitations as 
provided in this chapter, any such vehicles may use and must confine 
themselves to the shortest reasonable route to and from the interstate system, 
other designated highways, and terminals; or, in the case of household goods 
carriers, to and from points of loading and unloading. Access to facilities in 
interchange areas adjoining these highways for food, fuel, repairs and rest 
shall not be denied. 

(d) Notwithstanding the limitations in subsection (a), a motor vehicle, as 
defined in § 55-1-103, or a trailer or semitrailer, whose width, including any 
part of the load, does not exceed eight feet six inches (8’ 6”) (that is, four feet 
three inches (4’ 3”) on each side of the center line of the vehicle), and whose 
height, including any part of the load does not exceed thirteen feet six inches 
(13’ 6"), may be operated on the federal and state highway system. Any such 
vehicles may use and must confine themselves to the shortest reasonable route 
to and from the federal and state highway system, and terminals; or, in the 
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case of household goods carriers, to and from points of loading and unloading. 
Access to facilities in interchange areas adjoining these highways for food, fuel, 


repairs and rest shall not be denied. 


(e)(1) Notwithstanding the limitations set forth in subsection (a), between 
one (1) minute past midnight (12:01 a.m.) on the first Friday in March and 
eleven fifty-nine p.m. (11:59 p.m.) on the first Sunday in November each 
year, a motor vehicle carrying rafts or rafting apparatus used by an operator 
for commercial whitewater rafting purposes, when the driver of such motor 
vehicle possesses written documentation from the department of revenue 
that such operator is in compliance with the policy of liability insurance 
provisions in § 65-15-110(b), and having a height, including any part of the 
load, that exceeds thirteen feet (13’) but does not exceed seventeen and 
one-half feet (17 42’) may operate on the following state highway segments: 
(A) State Route 40 (United States Highway 64) in Polk County between 
State Route 33 (United States Highway 411) east of Cleveland and State 
Route 68 in Ducktown (Ocoee River); and 
(B) Interstate 40 in Cocke County between the Foothills Parkway and 

the Tennessee-North Carolina border (Pigeon River); 
and within five (5) miles of such highway segments upon any additional 
public road as necessary to travel to and from such operator’s place of 
business to such highway or to and from such highway to such operator’s 
river access point, so long as the load is secured and the vehicle is operated 
in a safe manner at all times. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the department of 
transportation or any other entity to design, construct, or maintain overhead 
structures on or along such highways or public roads with a clearance in 
excess of thirteen feet (13') or any otherwise applicable design standard. 
(f) This section shall be enforced in accordance with all applicable provisions 


of federal law regarding the operation of vehicles on the national network of 
highways, including interstate highways and the additional highways identi- 


fied in 23 CFR Part 658, Appendix A. 


History. 

Acts 1933, ch. 35, §§ 4, 7; 1945, ch. 132, § 2; 
mod. C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.2 (Williams, 
8§ 2715.4, 2715.7); Acts 1959, ch. 87, § 2; 1963, 
ch. 103, § 2; 1969, ch. 280, § 1; 1972, ch. 518, 
§ 12; 1978, ch. 925, §§ 1, 2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-1108; Acts 1988, ch. 319, § 5; 1986, ch. 
Bop, § 1; 1988, ch.,.483,,§,2; T.C-A., §. 55-11, 
202; Acts 1989, ch. 330, § 2; 1993, ch. 99, § 1; 
2000, ch. 669, § 1; 2000, ch. 962, § 1; 2010, ch. 
991, § 1; 2012, ch. 615, § 1; 2019, ch. 216, § 4. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For tables of populations of Tennessee mu- 
nicipalities, see Volume 13 and its supplement. 


Cross-References. 
Exception for public transit systems, § 55-7- 
207. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 2. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Customers of Violators. 

In accepting delivery of coal from private 
contractors in trucks overloaded in violation of 
this section and § 55-7-206, the Tennessee val- 
ley authority was not violating any federal 
right or immunity and could not be enjoined 
from so doing by private citizens contending 


that this practice damaged state and county 
roads resulting in extraordinary wear and tear 
on private vehicles. Save Our Cumberland 
Mountains, Inc. v. Tennessee Valley Authority, 
374 F. Supp. 846, 1972 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 11459 
(E.D. Tenn. 1972), affd without opinion, 480 
F.2d 926 (6th Cir. 1973) 
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55-7-203. Maximum weight per axle or group of axles allowed — 
Exemptions for heavy-duty tow and recovery and emer- 
gency fire suppression vehicles. 


(a) Except as otherwise provided by law, no freight motor vehicle shall be 
operated over, on, or upon the public highways of this state where the total 
weight on a single axle or any group of axles exceeds the weight limitations set 
forth in subdivisions (b)(1)-(7). 

(b)(1)(A) No axle shall carry a load in excess of twenty thousand pounds 

(20,000 lbs.). 

(B) Axle combinations and fifth wheel placement on the tractor shall 
ensure equal weight distribution on weight carrying axle combinations, 
and the axle combinations shall be equipped with brakes having power 
motivation. 

(C) An axle load as set out herein is defined as the total load transmit- 
ted to the road by all wheels whose centers may be included between two 
(2) parallel transverse vertical planes, not more than forty inches (40”) 
apart, extending across the full width of the vehicle. 

(2) The total gross weight concentrated on the highway surface from any 
tandem axle group shall not exceed thirty-four thousand pounds (34,000 lbs.) 
for each tandem axle group. “Tandem axle group” means two (2) or more 
axles spaced more than forty inches (40”) and not more than ninety-six 
inches (96") apart from center to center having at least one (1) common point 
of weight suspension. 

(3) The total gross weight of a vehicle, freight motor vehicle, truck-tractor, 
trailer or semitrailer or combinations of these vehicles operated over, on or 
upon the public highways of this state shall not exceed eighty thousand 
pounds (80,000 lbs.); provided, that when operating over or on the interstate 
system of this state the total gross weight shall not exceed the lesser of 
eighty thousand pounds (80,000 lbs.) or the weight produced by application 
of the following formula: 


L 
W=500(—+ 12N+36) 


Where W = _ overall gross weight on any group of two (2) or more consecutive 
axles to the nearest five hundred pounds (500 lbs.), L = distance in feet 
between the extreme of any group of two (2) or more consecutive axles, and 
N = number of axles in group under consideration, except that two (2) 
consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of thirty-four 
thousand pounds (34,000 lbs.) each, where the overall distance between the 
first and last axles of such consecutive sets of tandem axles is thirty-six feet 
(36’) or more, except such vehicles, or combinations thereof operating under 
special permits now authorized by law; provided, that wherever a maximum 
permissive gross weight of eighty thousand pounds (80,000 lbs.) or of lengths 
prescribed in § 55-7-201 or a height of thirteen and one-half feet (13 %’) is 
authorized for any vehicle or combination of vehicles, it is the legislative 
intent that the prescribed weight, length, and height limits shall be strictly 
enforced, and it is unlawful for any state, county, or municipal officer to allow 
or permit any additional weight, length or height by way of tolerance or 
otherwise, except that the commissioner of transportation may issue special 
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permits pursuant to § 55-7-205. 

(4) “Freight motor vehicle,” as used in this section, includes both the 
tractor or truck and the trailer, semitrailer or trailers, if any, and the weight 
of any combination shall not exceed the maximum fixed herein; provided, 
that no freight motor vehicle with motive power shall haul more than one (1) 
vehicle unless otherwise provided. 

(5) No freight motor vehicle shall haul a trailer on any highway of this 
state when the trailer (including its load) weighs more than three thousand 
five hundred pounds (3,500 lbs.). The restrictions on hauling a trailer in 
excess weight of three thousand five hundred pounds (3,500 lbs.) by a freight 
motor vehicle, as described in the preceding sentence, shall not be applicable 
whenever a converter dolly or equivalent fixed connection having the same 
safety characteristics is appropriately installed or placed under the trailer to 
be hauled by this freight motor vehicle. For the purposes of this subdivision 
(b)(5), “trailer” means a vehicle without motive power designed or used for 
carrying freight or property wholly on its own structure; provided, that it is 
not unlawful for any motor vehicle subject to this part to have a semitrailer, 
which, for the purposes hereof, is defined as a vehicle for the carrying of 
property or freight and so designed that some part of the weight of the 
semitrailer or its load rests upon or is carried by the motor vehicle to which 
it is attached. The hauling of a trailer (to the extent herein permitted) or a 
semitrailer shall be subject to the further provisions hereof. This part is not 
intended to prohibit the movements of spools carrying wire or cable, when 
used for construction or repair purposes. The weight limitation respecting 
trailers shall not be applicable to implements designed to distribute fertil- 
izer while such vehicles are being drawn by a freight motor vehicle between 
the plant and the farm. 

(6) If the gross weight of a freight motor vehicle does not exceed the sum 
obtained by computing the total weight allowable for the number and type of 
its axles, the driver shall not be cited for violation of an axle weight 
limitation while transporting crushed stone, fill dirt and rock, soil, bulk 
sand, coal, clay, shale, phosphate muck, asphalt, concrete, other building 
materials, solid waste, tankage or animal residues, livestock and agricul- 
tural products, or agricultural limestone over the state highway system 
other than the portion designated as the interstate system. 

(7) For purposes of enforcement of this section, weight restrictions shall 
be deemed to have a margin of error of ten percent (10%) of the true gross or 
axle weight for all logging, sand, coal, clay, shale, phosphate, solid waste, 
recovered materials, farm trucks and machinery trucks when being operated 
over the state highway system other than the portion designated as the 
interstate system. For the purposes of this subdivision (b)(7): 

(A) “Clay truck” means those trucks used for hauling clay from the 
place of extraction to the place where the clay is used or processed; 

(B) “Coal truck” means those trucks used for hauling coal and coal 
products; 

(C) “Farm truck” means those trucks utilized by farmers to load grain, 
fiber, produce, livestock, milk or other agricultural products produced on 
their farms and to transport the agricultural commodities to their respec- 
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tive markets. The trucks include farm to market transportation when the 

truck is operated by the farmer, the farmer’s family or employee or a 

representative hired by the farmer to haul the commodity; 

(D) “Logging truck” means those trucks used for hauling logs, pulp- 
wood, bark, wood chips or wood dust from the woods to the mill or from the 
mill to a loading or storage place or market; 

(E) “Machinery truck” means those trucks used for hauling machinery 
by the owner/operator within a one hundred (100) mile radius of the base 
location of the owner/operator’s area of operation, subject to the limitation 
of one (1) truck per owner/operator; 

(F) “Phosphate truck” means those trucks used for hauling phosphate, 
phosphate products, or other raw materials used in the manufacture of 
phosphorus; 

(G) “Recovered materials truck” means those trucks used for hauling 
recovered materials, as defined in § 68-211-802, but only while those 
materials are being hauled from the point of generation to the facility 
where they will be processed for subsequent shipment to an end-user; 

(H) “Sand truck” means those trucks used for hauling raw sand from 
the place of extraction to the place where the sand is used or processed; 
provided, that if the commissioner of transportation is formally notified by 
an appropriate federal officer that as a result of any provision of Acts 1989, 
ch. 349, adding sand trucks to this subdivision (b)(7) that Tennessee will 
lose federal funds, then such act shall be void and inoperative; 

(I) “Shale truck” means those trucks used for hauling shale from the 
place of extraction to the place where the shale is used or processed; and 

(J) “Solid waste truck” means those trucks used for hauling solid waste, 
as defined in § 68-211-802, but only while the solid waste is being 
collected and being hauled from the place or places of collection to a 
landfill or disposal facility. 

(8) Notwithstanding the maximum weight provisions of this section, in 
order to promote the reduction of fuel use and emissions, the maximum gross 
vehicle weight limits and axle weight limits for any motor vehicle subject to 
subdivision (b)(3) and equipped with idle-reduction technology or other 
emissions-reduction technology shall be increased by the weight of the 
idle-reduction technology or emissions-reduction technology; provided, that 
such weight is not more than five hundred fifty pounds (550 lbs.) or the 
maximum amount allowed by federal law, whichever is greater. At the 
request of an authorized representative of the department of safety, the 
motor vehicle operator shall provide proof by means of documentation or by 
a physical inspection that the vehicle is equipped with such idle-reduction 
technology or other emissions-reduction technology. 

(9)(A) To the extent required by federal law, a vehicle operated by an 

engine fueled primarily by natural gas may exceed any vehicle weight 

limit under this section, up to a maximum gross vehicle weight of 
eighty-two thousand pounds (82,000 lbs.), by an amount that is equal to 
the difference between: 
(i) The weight of the vehicle attributable to the natural gas tank and 
fueling system carried by that vehicle; and 
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(ii) The weight of a comparable diesel tank and fueling system. 

(B) Subdivision (b)(9)(A) applies only when a vehicle is operating on the 
interstate highway system or within terminals and facilities for food, fuel, 
repairs, and rest with reasonable access to and from the interstate 
highway system. 

(c) For nondivisible overweight loads exceeding the maximum gross vehicle 
weight established in this section, the commissioner may issue a special permit 
in accordance with § 55-7-205 allowing axle weights in excess of the axle 
weight limits established in subsection (b) as follows: 

(1) The maximum width of the vehicle, including the truck and semi- 
trailer or trailer combination, shall not exceed ten feet (10’); provided, 
however, that the load may exceed ten feet (10') in width if properly 
permitted; 

(2) No single axle shall carry a load in excess of twenty-three thousand 
pounds (23,000 lbs.); 

(3) No tandem axle group shall carry a load in excess of forty-six thousand 
pounds (46,000 lbs.); and 

(4) No axle group of three (3) axles (tridem) shall carry a load in excess of 
sixty thousand pounds (60,000 lbs.). 

(d)(1) To the extent required by federal law, the vehicle weight limitations 

set forth in this section do not apply to a covered heavy-duty tow and 

recovery vehicle operating on the interstate highway system and within 
reasonable access to and from the interstate highway system to terminals 
and facilities for food, fuel, repairs, and rest. 

(2) As used in this subsection (d), “heavy-duty tow and recovery vehicle” 
means a vehicle that: 

(A) Is transporting a disabled vehicle from the place where the vehicle 
became disabled to the nearest appropriate repair facility; and 

(B) Has a gross vehicle weight that is equal to or exceeds the gross 
vehicle weight of the disabled vehicle being transported. 

(e)(1) To the extent required by federal law, the vehicle weight limitations 
otherwise set forth in this section do not apply to an emergency fire 
suppression vehicle operating on the interstate highway system and within 
reasonable access to and from the interstate highway system to terminals 
and facilities for food, fuel, repairs, and rest. The following vehicle weight 
limitations shall apply instead: 

(A) A maximum gross vehicle weight of eighty-six thousand pounds 
(86,000 lbs.); 

(B) Twenty-four thousand pounds (24,000 lbs.) on a single steering axle; 

(C) Thirty-three thousand five hundred pounds (33,500 lbs.) on a single 
drive axle; 

(D) Sixty-two thousand pounds (62,000 lbs.) on a tandem axle; and 

(E) Fifty-two thousand pounds (52,000 lbs.) on a tandem rear drive 
steer axle. 

(2) As used in this subsection (e), “emergency fire suppression vehicle” 
means a vehicle designed to be used under emergency conditions: 

(A) To transport personnel and equipment; and 

(B) To support the suppression of fires and mitigation of other hazard- 
ous situations. 
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(f) This section shall be enforced in accordance with all applicable provisions 
of federal law regarding the operation of vehicles. 


History. 

Acts 1933, ch. 35, § 2; 1935 (Ex. Sess.), ch. 
17, § (1;:2939,) ch! 105) 8 (621941, “eh V84,"$ (3; 
1945, ch. 164, § 3; C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.3 
(Williams, §§ 1166.33, 2715.2); Acts 1959, ch. 
87, § 3: 1963, chi03) §$.3,'4 1970) ch. 501) 
§ 2; 1976, ch. 411, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59- 
1109; Acts 1981, ch. 448, § 6; 1981, ch. 535, 
§§ 1-3; 1982, ch. 904, § 2;,1982, ch. .912, ‘$3; 
1982, ch. 953, §§ 6, 8; 1983, ch. 319, § 6; 1987, 
ch. 425, §§ 1-3, 5, 6; 1988, ch. 642, §§ 1-5; 
1988, ch. 1028, § 1; T.C.A., § 55-11-2038; Acts 
1989, ch. 35, §§ 1, 2; 1989, ch. 349, §§ 1-3; 
1994, ch. 673, § 1; 1995, ch. 189, §§ 1, 2; 1995, 
ch. 220, § 1; 1996, ch. 882, §§ 1, 2, 4, 5; 2010, 
ch. 859, §§ 1-3; 2013, ch. 47, § 1; 2015, ch. 393, 
§ 1; 2016) ch.’ 1012) $2007 ch 4771881) 2: 
2019, ch. 216, §§ 5, 6. 


Cross-References. 
Scale locations to be varied, § 55-7-111. 


Twin trailer trucks authorized on interstate 
and defense highways, § 55-7-208. 

Weight measurement to be taken under front 
axle, § 55-7-110. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 2; 5 Tenn. Juris., Carriers, § 58. 


Law Reviews. 
Constitutional Law — 1959 Tennessee Sur- 
vey (Elvin E. Overton), 12 Vand. L. Rev. 1096. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Exceptions or exemptions from weight limits, 
OAG 99-041, 1999 Tenn. AG LEXIS 58 
(2/25/99). 

Application of weight limits to farm trucks 
traveling on state highway system. OAG 14-30, 
2014 Tenn. AG LEXIS 31 (3/12/14). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Constitutionality Prior to 1935 Amendment. 
. Constitutionality. 

Federal Income Tax. 

Nature and Purpose of Statute. 

Negligence Per Se. 

Negligence of Employer. 

. Penalties for Violation. 


. Constitutionality Prior to 1935 Amend- 
ment. 

It is permissible for the state to enact legis- 
lation tending to divert traffic from carriers by 
truck to carriers by rail, thereby lightening the 
burden on the highways, because the state is 
interested in preserving both forms of transpor- 
tation.Hoover Motor Express Co. v. Fort, 167 
Tenn. 628, 72 S.W.2d 1052, 1933 Tenn. LEXIS 
71 (1934), appeal dismissed, Hoover Motor Exp. 
Co. v. Fort, 293:U.S. 529, 55S. Ct. 149, 79 L. Ed. 
638, 1934 U.S. LEXIS 74 (1934), dismissed, 
White v. Atkins, 55 S. Ct. 149, 293 U.S. 634, 79 
L. Ed. 718, 1934 U.S. LEXIS 449 (1934). 

The former section limiting weight of freight 
carriers on public highways was not unconsti- 
tutional on the ground that passenger carriers 
were exempted, since classification was reason- 
able as state was more interested in providing 
transportation for persons than transportation 
of merchandise. Hoover Motor Express Co. v. 
Fort, 167 Tenn. 628, 72 S.W.2d 1052, 1933 
Tenn. LEXIS 71 (1934), appeal dismissed, 
Hoover Motor Exp. Co. v. Fort, 293 U.S. 529, 55 
S. Ct. 149, 79 L. Ed. 638, 1934 U.S. LEXIS 74 
(1934), dismissed, White v. Atkins, 55 S. Ct. 
149, 293 U.S. 634, 79 L. Ed.’ 718, 1934 U.S. 
LEXIS 449 (19384). 


2. Constitutionality. 

The provisions of the 1953 amendment in- 
creasing weight limitations did not violate the 
due process or the law of the land provisions of 
the state and federal constitutions, as the gen- 
eral assembly has plenary power to regulate 
and limit the gross weight, dimensions and 
loads of vehicles using the state’s highways. 
Donahoo v. Mason & Dixon Lines, Inc., 199 
Tenn. 145, 285 S.W.2d 125, 1955 Tenn. LEXIS 
438 (1955). 

The 1953 amendment increasing weight limi- 
tations did not violate Tenn. Const., art. I, § 1, 
on ground that it was for public injury and not 
public welfare and contrary to purpose of gov- 
ernment, since the general assembly was act- 
ing within its discretion in regulation of use of 
highways. Donahoo v. Mason & Dixon Lines, 
Inc., 199 Tenn. 145, 285 S.W.2d 125, 1955 Tenn. 
LEXIS 438 (1955). 

The 1953 amendment was not unconstitu- 
tional because it referred alone to sections of 
the 1950 Code Supplement without additional 
language. Donahoo v. Mason & Dixon Lines, 
Inc., 199 Tenn. 145, 285 S.W.2d 125, 1955 Tenn. 
LEXIS 438 (1955). 


3. Federal Income Tax. 

Fines paid for violation of this section cannot 
be deducted for federal income tax purposes 
even though violation was with all due care and 
without willful intent. Hoover Motor Express 
Co. v. United States, 356 U.S. 38, 78 S. Ct. 511, 
2 L. Ed. 2d 568, 1958 U.S. LEXIS 1887 (1958), 
rehearing denied, Hoover Motor Exp. Co. v. 
United States, 356 U.S. 934, 78 S. Ct. 770, 2 L. 
Ed. 2d 763 (1958) 
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4. Nature and Purpose of Statute. 

This section was enacted as a public safety 
measure to protect not only the state as a 
sovereign but also motorists and their passen- 
gers traveling over the highways of the state 
and meeting and passing vehicles covered by 
this section. London v. Stepp, 56 Tenn. App. 
161, 405 S.W.2d 598, 1965 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
227 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1965). 


5. Negligence Per Se. 

Instruction that driving overloaded gravel 
truck over highways of state constituted negli- 
gence per se in personal injury and wrongful 
death suits alleging violation of this section 
was not error. London v. Stepp, 56 Tenn. App. 
161, 405 S.W.2d 598, 1965 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
227 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1965). 


6. Negligence of Employer. 
Defendant-corporation was proximately neg- 
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ligent in permitting defendant-Talley, its em- 
ployee, to operate its truck in violation of 
posted speed limits and zones, and while loaded 
beyond the truck’s effective braking capacity. 
Kindellan v. Arwood Material Co., 338 F. Supp. 
1210, 1972 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 14899 (E.D. Tenn. 
1972). 


7. Penalties for Violation. 

The 20 percent penalty provided by § 55-5- 
114 for violation of the gross weight limitation 
set forth in this section does not apply to 
overweight freight motor vehicles operating 
with special zone licenses authorized by § 55- 
4-113, as the reregistration requirement and 
two-year prohibition against special licensing 
provided by a prior version of § 55-4- 
113(a)(8)(G) (see now § 55-4-113(a)(7)(G)) was 
intended to be the exclusive penalty for such 
licensees. Woods v. Phillips, 558 S.W.2d 825, 
1977 Tenn. LEXIS 661 (Tenn. 1977). 


55-7-204. Buses — Length limitations — Trailers on school buses 


prohibited. 


(a) Abus with a length of not more than forty-five feet (45’) may be operated 


on a highway of this state. 


(b)(1) No bus with a trailer attached, the total length of which combination, 
including any part of the body or load, exceeds sixty-five feet (65’) shall be 


operated on any highway. 


(2) Noschool bus as defined in § 55-8-101 transporting children to or from 
school or for extracurricular activities shall be operated on any highway with 


a trailer attached. 


History. 

Acts 1953, ch. 32, § 1 (Williams, § 2710.5); 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), §§ 59-1110, 55-11-204; Acts 
1992, ch. 534, § 1; 2010, ch. 991, § 2. 


Cross-References. 
Exception for public transit systems, § 55-7- 
207. 


Penalty for violation of section, § 55-7-206. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 2. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Trailers Towed by Buses. 
This section governed over § 55-7-201 relat- 


ing to motor vehicles in general and the latter 
section did not authorize attaching trailers to 


buses. Continental Tennessee Lines, Inc. v. Mc- 
Canless, 209 Tenn. 324, 354 S.W.2d 57, 1962 
Tenn. LEXIS 361 (1962). 


55-7-205. Permits for moving vehicles of excess weight or size — 
Permits for towing vehicles of excess weight, height, 


length, or width. 


(a)(1) The commissioner of transportation has the authority to grant special 
permits for the movements of freight motor vehicles carrying gross weights 
in excess of the gross weights set forth in § 55-7-203, or dimensions in excess 
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of the dimensions set forth in §§ 55-7-201 and 55-7-202, and shall charge a 
fee in accordance with the fee schedules contained in subsection (h) for the 
issuance of a permit for each movement. 

(2) The fee provisions shall not apply to farm tractors or farm machinery 
moving on any highway. 

(3) It is not necessary to obtain a permit, nor is it unlawful to move any 
vehicle or machinery in excess of the maximum width and height prescribed 
in § 55-7-202, used for normal farm purposes only where the vehicle or 
machinery is hauled on a farm truck as defined in § 55-1-119, or the vehicle 
or machinery is being transported by a farm machinery equipment dealer or 
repair person in making a delivery of new or used equipment or machinery 
to the farm of the purchaser, or in making a pickup and delivery of the farm 
machinery or equipment from the farm to a shop of a farm equipment dealer 
or repair person for repairs and return to the farm, and the movement is 
performed during daylight hours within a radius of fifty (50) miles of the 
point of origin, and no part of such movement is upon any highway 
designated and known as a part of the national system of interstate and 
defense highways or any fully controlled access highway facility. 

(4) It is not necessary to obtain a permit nor is it unlawful to move any 
trailer or semitrailer utilized for transporting rolled hay bales; provided, 
that the width of the trailer or semitrailer, including any part of the load, 
does not exceed ten feet (10’) (that is five feet (5’) on each side of the 
centerline of the trailer or semitrailer), and the movement is performed 
during daylight hours within a radius of fifty (50) miles of the point of origin 
and no part of the movement is upon any highway designated and known as 
a part of the national system of interstate and defense highways or any fully 
controlled access highway facility or other federal-aid highway designated 
by the commissioner. 

(5) No fee authorized by this section shall be charged for the issuance or 
renewal of such special permits to any retail electric service owned by a 
municipality or electric cooperative corporation, or to any telephone com- 
pany or to contractors when they are moving utility poles doing work for 
such utilities. 

(6) Upon compliance with the appropriate rules and regulations, such 
electric services, telephone companies, and their contractors, when they are 
moving utility poles, may be issued special permits for stated periods not 
exceeding one (1) year. 

(7) All fees received shall be paid into the state treasury and placed in the 
highway fund for the administration of this section. 

(8)(A) The commissioner has the authority to reduce the maximum gross 

weight of freight motor vehicles operating over lateral highways and 

secondary roads where, through weakness of structure in either the 
surface of or the bridges over the lateral highways or secondary roads, the 
maximum loads provided by law, in the opinion of the commissioner, injure 
or damage the roads or bridges. 

(B) The county legislative body shall have the same authority as to 
county roads; provided, however, that any proposed reduction below the 
weight limits set by the commissioner pursuant to this section shall 
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require a two-thirds (2%) vote of the county legislative body and shall be 

based upon the same criteria as used by the commissioner. 

(C) To the extent there is a conflict between this subdivision (a)(8) and 
any other general law or a private act, this subdivision (a)(8) shall govern. 

(b)(1) The commissioner has the authority to grant a special permit with a 

duration of one (1) year for the movement of a single motor vehicle, that does 

not exceed the length limitation set forth in § 55-7-115 and the weight 
limitations set forth in § 55-7-203(b)(3), that has a width greater than one 

hundred two inches (102”) but not exceeding one hundred eight inches (108”), 

and that is used exclusively to transport seed cotton modules. 

(2) This special permit will allow the vehicle to travel upon the interstate 
system of highways and other federal-aid highways designated by the 
commissioner. 

(3) The cost of this special annual permit shall be one hundred dollars 
($100). 

(4) Solely during the harvest season for cotton, the movement of the 
vehicle operating under a special annual permit shall be unrestricted with 
respect to day of the week, time or holiday observation. At other times, the 
movement of the vehicle shall be subject to the rules and regulations which 
the commissioner has prescribed pursuant to subsection (e). 

(c) The commissioner shall, at each bridge and on each lateral highway or 
secondary road, post signs indicating the maximum gross weight permitted 
thereon, and it is unlawful to operate any freight motor vehicles thereon with 
a gross weight in excess of the posted weight limit, and any person violating 
the rules and regulations of the commissioner upon the secondary or lateral 
roads commits a Class A misdemeanor. 

(d) The commissioner of safety shall, with the approval of the governor, 
provide means and prescribe rules and regulations governing the weighing of 
freight motor vehicles, which rules and regulations may make allowances for 
differentials in weight due to weather conditions. 

(e)(1) The commissioner of transportation shall prescribe by orders of 
general application, rules and regulations for the issuance and/or renewal of 
these special permits for stated periods not exceeding one (1) year, for the 
transportation of such oversize, overweight, or overlength articles or com- 
modities as cannot be reasonably dismantled or conveniently transported 
otherwise, and for the operation of such superheavy or overweight vehicles, 
motor trucks, semitrailers and trailers, whose gross weight, including load, 
height, width, or length, may exceed the limits prescribed herein or which in 
other respects fail to comply with the requirements of this code, as may be 
reasonably necessary for the transportation of these oversize, overweight, or 
overlength articles or commodities as cannot be reasonably dismantled or 
conveniently transported otherwise. 

(2) For purposes of this subsection (e), a vehicle transporting fluid milk 
products shall be considered a nondivisible load that cannot be reasonably 
dismantled or conveniently transported otherwise. 

(f) Permits shall be issued and may be renewed only upon the terms and 
conditions, in the interest of public safety and the preservation of the 
highways, as are prescribed in general rules and regulations promulgated by 
the orders of the commissioner. 
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(g) Rules and regulations so prescribed by the commissioner may require, as 
a condition of the issuance of these permits, that an applicant shall agree to 
and give bond with surety (unless an applicant shall by sworn statement 
furnish satisfactory proof of the applicant’s own solvency to the authority 
issuing the permit) to indemnify the state and/or counties thereof, against 
damages to roads, or bridges, resulting from the use thereof by the applicant. 
Each permit and bond, if the commissioner so authorizes, may cover more than 
one (1) vehicle operated by the same applicant. The operation of vehicles, 
motor trucks, tractors, semitrailers or trailers in accordance with the terms of 
any such permit shall not constitute a violation of this part; provided, that the 
operator thereof shall have a permit, or a copy thereof, authenticated as the 
commissioner may require, in the operator’s possession. The operation of any 
vehicle, motor truck, semitrailer or trailer, in violation of the terms of the 
permit, constitutes a violation of law punishable under § 55-7-206. 

(h) The commissioner shall charge fees for granting special permits for the 
movements described in subsection (a) in accordance with the following 
schedules: 

(1) Excessive width: 

(A) Not more than fourteen feet (14’), twenty dollars ($20.00); 

(B) Over fourteen feet (14') but not more than sixteen feet (16’), thirty 
dollars ($30.00); 

(C) Except as provided in subdivision (h)(1)(D), over sixteen feet (16’), 
thirty dollars ($30.00), plus five dollars ($5.00) for each additional foot or 
fraction thereof greater than sixteen feet (16’); 

(D)G) For houseboats: 

(a) Over sixteen feet (16’) but not more than eighteen feet (18’), five 
hundred dollars ($500); 

(b) Over eighteen feet (18’) but not more than twenty feet (20’), 
seven hundred fifty dollars ($750); and 

(c) Over twenty feet (20’), one thousand dollars ($1,000); and 
(ii) All permits issued by the department pursuant to subdivision 

(h)(1)(D)G) shall require three (3) escort vehicles that comply with the 

applicable rules and regulations and routing approval from the depart- 

ment. Permits shall only be issued under subdivision (h)(1)(D)() for 
movements on Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday; 

(2) Excessive height or length: 

Twenty dollars ($20.00); 

(3) Excessive weight: 

Twenty dollars ($20.00) plus six cents (6¢) per ton-mile; 

(4) Evaluation of bridges and similar structures. The department 
shall, as it deems necessary, evaluate the capacity of bridges or similar 
structures to carry the proposed movement of an overweight or overdimen- 
sional load along a particular route, and the department shall charge the 
requestor for this evaluation each time a different route is proposed, as 
follows: 

(A) Movements weighing over one hundred sixty-five thousand pounds 
(165,000 lbs.) but not more than two hundred fifty thousand pounds 
(250,000 lbs.), one hundred dollars ($100); 
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(B) Movements weighing over two hundred fifty thousand pounds 
(250,000 lbs.) but not more than five hundred thousand pounds (500,000 
Ibs.), three hundred dollars ($300); and 

(C) Movements weighing over five hundred thousand pounds (500,000 
lbs.), actual cost; 

(5) A permit shall be available from the department of transportation on 
an annual basis for each specific vehicle to be used for transporting 
overdimensional or overweight loads, or both, except for those vehicles 
specifically permitted and used to transport cotton seed modules as provided 
in subsection (b), overdimensional boats used for noncommercial purposes as 
provided in subdivision (h)(6), mobile homes as provided in § 55-4-406, and 
towing vehicles used to transport wrecked, disabled, or abandoned vehicles 
under a towing permit as provided in subdivision (n)(5), as follows: 

(A) For vehicles transporting loads up to but not exceeding thirteen feet 
ten inches (13’'10”) in height, ninety feet (90') in length, or twelve feet six 
inches (12’6”) in width, one hundred dollars ($100); provided, however, 
that vehicles transporting loads up to but not exceeding thirteen feet six 
inches (13'6") in width may obtain an annual permit upon the condition 
that such overwidth movements shall be accompanied by an escort vehicle 
as required in the rules and regulations promulgated by the commissioner 
in accordance with this section; 

(B) For vehicles transporting loads with excess weights up to but not 
exceeding one hundred thousand pounds (100,000 lbs.), seven hundred 
fifty dollars ($750); 

(C) For vehicles transporting loads with excess weights over one hun- 
dred thousand pounds (100,000 lbs.) but not exceeding one hundred 
twenty thousand pounds (120,000 lbs.), one thousand five hundred dollars 
($1,500); 

(D) For vehicles transporting loads with excess weights over one 
hundred twenty thousand pounds (120,000 lbs.) but not exceeding one 
hundred forty thousand pounds (140,000 lbs.), two thousand two hundred 
fifty dollars ($2,250); 

(E) For vehicles transporting loads with excess weights over one hun- 
dred forty thousand pounds (140,000 lbs.) but not exceeding one hundred 
fifty-five thousand pounds (155,000 lbs.), three thousand dollars ($3,000); 

(F) For vehicles transporting loads over one hundred fifty-five thousand 
pounds (155,000 lbs.) but not exceeding one hundred sixty-five thousand 
pounds (165,000 lbs.), three thousand five hundred dollars ($3,500); 

(G) Vehicles transporting loads that are both overdimensional and 
overweight shall be charged a separate annual fee for both overdimen- 
sional loads and overweight loads as provided in subdivisions (h)(5)(A)-(F); 

(H) No annual permit shall be available for any vehicle transporting 
loads with weights exceeding one hundred sixty-five thousand pounds 
(165,000 lbs.) or dimensions exceeding thirteen feet ten inches (13'10") in 
height, ninety feet (90') in length, or thirteen feet six inches (13’6”) in 
width, and any such vehicle shall be required to obtain a special permit for 
the fee or fees otherwise established in subdivisions (h)(1)-(4) for a vehicle 
movement with excessive width, height, length, or weight; provided, 
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however, that a vehicle holding an annual permit for excessive weight 
under subdivisions (h)(5)(B)-(F) may supplement that annual permit by 
obtaining a single trip permit allowing for the movement of a load with 
excessive width, height, or length not previously covered by an annual 
permit under this subdivision (h)(5); and 

(1) Notwithstanding any vehicle movement authorized under an annual 
permit as provided in this subdivision (h)(5), no such vehicle shall be 
authorized to exceed any vehicle weight limit or limits posted on any 
bridge or highway by the public official having jurisdiction over such 
bridge or highway; and 
(6) Apermit shall be available from the department on an annual basis for 

individual owners of overdimensional boats used strictly for noncommercial 

pleasure purposes for double the amount of the regular fee described in 

subdivisions (h)(1) and (2). 

(i) The authority issuing the permits has the right to revoke the permits at 
any time in the event that in the use of the permit the holder of a permit abuses 
the privilege given thereby, or otherwise makes wrongful use of the permit. 
The authorized county authorities (as well as the commissioner) may issue 
permits, but always consistently with rules and regulations, prescribed by the 
commissioner, for movements over any and all roads, except city streets, 
within the limits of the county for which they are acting. 

(j) Aviolation of a material provision of a special permit shall render it void. 

(k) Any statute, resolution or ordinance to the contrary notwithstanding, 
the authority of any county or city agency to issue permits is limited with 
respect to maximums for weight and dimensions to the maximums therefor 
approved by the commissioner. 

(/)(1) Except as otherwise specifically set forth in this section, a special 

permit issued for movements of an overweight or overdimensional motor 

vehicle pursuant to subsection (a) shall allow for continuous movement 
twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week, and shall be valid for ten 

(10) calendar days for each single trip, except as provided in subdivision 

(Z)(2). 

(2) Aspecial permit issued by the commissioner for movements described 

in subsection (a): 

(A) Shall not allow movement of vehicles exceeding twelve feet six 
inches (12’6") in width, fifteen feet (15’) in height, or ninety feet (90’) in 
length on the interstate system of highways between the hours of seven 
o’clock a.m. (7:00 a.m.) to nine o’clock a.m. (9:00 a.m.) and four o’clock p.m. 
(4:00 p.m.) to six o’clock p.m. (6:00 p.m.) from Monday through Friday in 
counties having a population exceeding two hundred fifty thousand 
(250,000), according to the 2010 federal census or any subsequent federal 
census; 

(B) May be subject to restrictions on movements during periods of 
heavy traffic volume associated with certain holidays, as follows: 

(i) Easter: After six o’clock p.m. (6:00 p.m.) on the Thursday preceding 

Good Friday through and including Easter Sunday; 

(ii) Memorial Day: After twelve o’clock (12:00) noon on the preceding 

Friday through Memorial Day; 
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(iii) Independence Day: July 3 and July 4; provided, that if July 4 is 

a Friday, Saturday, Monday, or Tuesday, the weekend day or days 

immediately following or preceding July 4, as applicable, may also be 

restricted; 
(iv) Labor Day: After twelve o’clock (12:00) noon on the preceding 

Friday through Labor Day; 

(v) Thanksgiving: After twelve o’clock (12:00) noon on the Wednesday 
before Thanksgiving through Sunday following Thanksgiving; and 

(vi) Christmas/New Year’s Day: December 24 through January 1; 
provided, that if December 24 is a Sunday or Monday, the weekend day 
or days immediately preceding December 24 may also be restricted; 
provided further, that if January 1 is a Friday or Saturday, the weekend 
day or days immediately following January 1 may also be restricted; 

(C) May be subject to route restrictions based on conditions of the 
roadway or bridges and the weight or dimensions of the load; 

(D) May be subject to restrictions on time of movement during inclem- 
ent weather or weather-related emergencies when conditions prevail that 
could make movement unsafe; and 

(E) For super heavy or extra-overdimensional loads exceeding one 
hundred sixty-five thousand pounds (165,000 lbs.), sixteen feet (16’) in 
width, or fifteen feet six inches (15'6”) in height, the time of movement 
may be restricted based on conditions of the road, traffic volumes, or other 
conditions affecting public safety and convenience as the commissioner 
may determine. 

(3) This subsection (J) does not apply to special permits issued for 
movements of: 

(A) Mobile homes as defined in § 55-4-402; 

(B) Site-built houses; 

(C) Houseboats; or 

(D) Towing vehicles engaged in emergency towing movements in accor- 
dance with subsection (n). 

(m) For any motor vehicle issued a special permit pursuant to subsection (a) 
that has a truck-tractor and semitrailer combination carrying a load in excess 
of width or length limitations, the load shall be marked as follows for 
movements between one-half (14) hour after sunset to one-half (2) hour before 
sunrise: 

(1) On each side of the projecting load, one (1) red side marker lamp, 
visible from the side, located so as to indicate maximum overhang; and 
(2) On the rear of the projecting load: 

(A) Two (2) red lamps, visible from the rear, one (1) at each side; and 

(B) Two (2) red reflectors, visible from the rear, one (1) at each side, 
located so as to indicate maximum width. 

(n)(1) Notwithstanding this section to the contrary, the commissioner of 

transportation is authorized to issue a special permit allowing a towing 

vehicle to transport wrecked, disabled, or abandoned vehicles on the state 
highway system, including the interstate highway system, when the towing 
vehicle, or the towing vehicle and towed vehicle in combination, exceeds the 
maximum vehicle or axle weights allowed under § 55-7-203(b), the maxi- 
mum vehicle height or width allowed under § 55-7-202, or the maximum 
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vehicle lengths allowed under § 55-7-201. 
(2) For purposes of this subsection (n): 

(A) “Emergency towing movement” means the towing of a wrecked, 
disabled, or abandoned vehicle from a location within or adjacent to the 
traffic lanes or shoulders of a highway to the nearest exit or repair or 
terminal facility within one hundred (100) miles from the location of the 
wreck, disablement, or abandonment along the highway; 

(B) “Secondary towing movement” means any towing movement other 
than an emergency towing movement; and 

(C) “Towing vehicle” means a vehicle used to tow wrecked, disabled, or 
abandoned vehicles. 

(3) When transporting a wrecked, disabled, or abandoned vehicle, the 
combination of towing vehicle and towed vehicle shall be considered a 


nondivisible load that cannot be reasonably dismantled or conveniently — 


transported otherwise. 

(4) No towing vehicle or combination of towing vehicle and towed vehicle 
shall be authorized to exceed any total gross vehicle weight limits or axle 
weight limits posted on any bridge or highway by the public official having 
jurisdiction over such bridge or highway. 

(5) The commissioner may issue a single trip permit or an annual permit 
for the movement of a towing vehicle that by itself or in combination with a 
towed vehicle exceeds the maximum vehicle or axle weights allowed under 
§ 55-7-203(b), the maximum vehicle height or width allowed under § 55-7- 
202, or the maximum vehicle lengths allowed under § 55-7-201, subject to 
the following conditions: 

(A) When not towing a wrecked, disabled, or abandoned vehicle, the 
towing vehicle shall not exceed thirteen feet six inches (13’6”) in height, 
nine feet (9) in width, or forty-five feet (45’) in length. The maximum 
gross vehicle weight of the towing vehicle shall not exceed eighty-five 
thousand pounds (85,000 lbs.). The total weight on any single axle shall 
not exceed twenty-three thousand pounds (23,000 lbs.); the total weight on 
any tandem axle group shall not exceed forty-six thousand pounds (46,000 
lbs.); and the total weight on any tridem axle group shall not exceed sixty 
thousand pounds (60,000 lbs.); 

(B)G) When towing a wrecked, disabled, or abandoned vehicle, the 

combination of towing vehicle and towed vehicle shall not exceed 

thirteen feet ten inches (13'10”) in height; twelve feet six inches (12'6") 

in width; or ninety feet (90’) in length if the movement is a secondary 

towing movement that is not exempt from length restrictions under 

§ 55-7-201(h). These size limits shall apply to all annual permits and to 

single trip permits except as provided in subdivision (n)(5)(B)(@i); and 

(ii) A towing movement exceeding the size limits set in subdivision 

(n)(5)(B)G), but not exceeding fifteen feet (15’) in height or sixteen feet 

(16’) in width, may be permitted under a single trip permit in accor- 

dance with the rules of the department of transportation if the move- 

ment is accompanied by an escort vehicle or escort vehicles. For the 
purpose of complying with this escort vehicle requirement, the towing 
vehicle itself may substitute for a front escort vehicle so long as the 
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towing vehicle is operating with flashing amber lights displayed to the 
front of the vehicle; 
(C)G) When towing a wrecked, disabled, or abandoned vehicle, the 
combination of the towing vehicle and towed vehicle shall not exceed one 
hundred sixty-five thousand pounds (165,000 lbs.) in total gross vehicle 
weight. The total weight on any single axle not in a tandem or tridem 
axle group shall not exceed twenty-five thousand pounds (25,000 lbs.); 
the total weight on any tandem axle group shall not exceed fifty 
thousand pounds (50,000 lbs.); and the total weight on any tridem axle 
group shall not exceed seventy-five thousand pounds (75,000 lbs.). These 
weight limits shall apply to all annual permits and to single trip permits 
except as provided in subdivision (n)(5)(C)(@i); and 

(ii) A secondary towing movement exceeding the combined gross 
vehicle weight of one hundred sixty-five thousand pounds (165,000 lbs.), 
but not exceeding the maximum axle weight limits established in 
subdivision (n)(5)(C)G), may be permitted under a single trip permit in 
accordance with the rules of the department of transportation, subject to 
the additional fees and charges provided in subdivision (n)(5)(E); 
(D) The single trip permit or annual permit issued pursuant to this 


subdivision (n)(5) shall be issued to each specific towing vehicle that is 
engaged in the towing of wrecked, disabled, or abandoned vehicles; and 


(E)G) The cost of a single trip permit shall be in accordance with the 
fees established in subdivisions (h)(1)-(3) for overdimensional and 
overweight permits; provided, however, that if the combined weight of 
the towing vehicle and towed vehicle exceeds one hundred sixty-five 
thousand pounds (165,000 lbs.), the cost of the permit shall also include 
the additional fee of twelve cents (12¢) per ton-mile for all weight in 
excess of one hundred sixty-five thousand pounds (165,000 lbs.) together 
with the applicable charge for evaluating bridges and other structures 
as provided in subdivision (h)(4); and 

(ii) The cost of an annual towing permit issued pursuant to this 
subdivision (n)(5) shall be five hundred dollars ($500). No annual permit 
shall be available for any towing movement where the combined weight 
of the towing vehicle and towed vehicle exceeds one hundred sixty-five 
thousand pounds (165,000 lbs.); provided, however, that a towing 
vehicle holding an annual permit may supplement that annual permit 
by obtaining a single trip permit allowing for the movement of addi- 
tional excessive weight at the cost of twenty dollars ($20.00) plus twelve 
cents (12¢) per ton-mile for all weight in excess of one hundred sixty-five 
thousand pounds (165,000 lbs.) together with the applicable charge for 
evaluating bridges and other structures as provided in subdivision 


(h)(4). 


(6) A towing vehicle with a valid permit under subdivision (n)(5) may be 


authorized to undertake an emergency towing movement where the combi- 
nation of the towing vehicle and the towed vehicle exceeds the height, width, 
or weight limits established in subdivision (n)(5) if the department of 
transportation, the department of safety, or a local traffic law enforcement 
agency requests the assistance of the towing vehicle to remove a wrecked, 
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disabled, or abandoned vehicle from the highway. In such case, the wrecked, 
disabled, or abandoned vehicle shall be towed only to the nearest rest area, 
weigh station, truck parking area, or other safe location away from the 
highway traffic lanes and shoulders as designated by the agency requesting 
the assistance. The department of transportation may require a bridge 
evaluation pursuant to subdivision (h)(4) and may impose route restrictions 
based on the condition of the roadway and bridges. 

(o) Notwithstanding this section, chapter 4, part 4 of this title, or any other 
law or regulation to the contrary, the movement of any mobile home not 
exceeding fourteen feet (14') in width shall not be required to have more than 
one (1) escort vehicle to follow the movement, or any escort vehicle to precede 
the movement, on the interstate highway system or highways with four (4) or 
more lanes, and such movement shall not be required to have more than one 
(1) escort vehicle to precede the movement, or any escort vehicle to follow the 
movement, on two-lane highways. 

(p) Notwithstanding subsections (e)-(g) or any other law to the contrary, an 
applicant for the issuance or renewal of a special permit for the movement of 
an oversize motor vehicle, or trailer or semitrailer, whose height, including the 
load, may exceed the limits prescribed in § 55-7-202 is not required, as a 
condition for the issuance or renewal of the permit, to complete or submit a 
route survey of the proposed route of travel unless the height of the vehicle and 


load exceeds fifteen feet six inches (15’6”). 


History. 

Acts 1933, ch. 35, § 8; 1939, ch. 105, § 7; 
1941, ch. 84, § 4; 1945, ch. 164, § 4; mod. C. 
Supp. 1950, § 2715.4 (Williams, §§ 1166.34, 
2715.8); Acts 1953, ch. 7, § 1; impl. am. Acts 
1959, ch. 9, § 3; Acts 1976, ch. 592, §§ 1-5; 
LOG T seh 9G: cS) ch yd OFee + Clr PO Be 8 wa TG A 
(orig. ed.), § 59-1111; Acts 1981, ch. 40, § 1; 
1981, ch. 448, §§ 7, 10; 1981, ch. 535, §§ 6, 7, 8; 
1982; ch. 953;488')2, 4557 19838) chyo19 ASe7: 
1986;.,ch) 8552.8 2:4. 1988:3 ch. »6225 88 | Lin 2- 
T.C.A., § 55-11-205; Acts 1989, ch. 518, § 1; 
1989, ch. 591, §§ 1, 6; 1991, ch. 226, § 2; 2000, 
ch. 669, § 2; 2000, ch. 962, § 2; 2001, ch. 254, 
$1; 2012. cha 568; $4112015,: ch. 693,:85.,.2.. 3: 
2016, ch. 760, § 1; 2016, ch. 923, §§ 1-3; 2016, 
ch. 1012, $§ 2, 3;'2017, ch. 156, $ 4; 2017, ch. 
A477, 8§ 3-7; 2018, ch. 994, § 1; 2019, ch. 252, 
Sal) 2079. eh, 276). Set 


Code Commission Notes. The misdemeanor 
in (c) has been classified as a Class A misde- 
meanor by authority of § 40-35-110, which pro- 


vides that an offense designated a misde- 
meanor without specification as to category is a 
Class A misdemeanor. See also § 39-11-114. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 
Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
supplement. 


Cross-References. 

Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 

Scale locations to be varied, § 55-7-111. 


Law Reviews. 

Taxation — Federal Income Tax — Deduct- 
ibility as Business Expense of Fines and Pen- 
alties for Violation of State Truck-Weight Limi- 
tation, 24 Tenn. L. Rev. 1055. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Exceptions or exemptions from weight limits, 
OAG 99-041, 1999 Tenn. AG LEXIS 58 
(2/25/99). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Delegation of Responsibility. 

The mover of a house trailer under a permit 
that required flagging across bridges where the 
roadway was 20 feet or less was responsible for 
damage resulting from the act of a local flag- 


man engaged by him in prematurely discon- 
tinuing his flagging and leaving the scene. 
Coursey v. Morgan Driveway, Inc., 366 F.2d 
504, 1966 U.S. App. LEXIS 4860 (6th Cir. Tenn. 
1966). 
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55-7-206. Penalty for violation of this part — Injunction proceedings 
— Disposition of fines, penalties and forfeitures. 


(a) Each violation of §§ 55-7-201 — 55-7-203 and each violation of restric- 
tions on the maximum gross weight of freight motor vehicles duly adopted and 
promulgated by the commissioner of transportation, under § 55-7-205, and 
each violation of rules and regulations duly adopted and promulgated by the 
commissioner of safety under that section, is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(b) Any taxpayers of the state shall have the right by injunction proceedings 
to enjoin any actual or threatened use of any highway prohibited by the 
sections referenced in subsection (a). 

(c)(1) All fines, penalties and forfeitures of bonds imposed or collected under 

this section shall be paid over within fifteen (15) days following the last day 

of the month in which the fines, penalties, and forfeitures of bonds were 
received to the department of safety with a statement accompanying the 
same, setting forth the action or proceedings in which moneys were collected, 
the name and residence of the defendant, the nature of the offense, and fine, 
penalty or forfeiture imposed. 

(2) The fines, penalties and forfeitures, when so collected by the depart- 
ment of safety, shall be deposited with the state treasurer and shall become 

a part of the general funds of the state. 

(d)(1) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, when any freight 

motor vehicle is found to be in violation of only § 55-7-203(b)(3), a fine of 

twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall be imposed. 
(2) The courts of general sessions have jurisdiction to hear citations 
issued pursuant to this provision. 

(e) Aviolation of § 55-7-204 is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable only by 
a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000). 

(f) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a violation of the first 
sentence of § 55-7-201(c) is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable only by a fine 
of one thousand dollars ($1,000). 

(g) Notwithstanding this section or any other law to the contrary, any 
violation of § 55-7-202, relative to excessive width or height, and any violation 
of permit restrictions on movements of excessive width and height as set forth 
in regulations duly adopted and promulgated by the commissioner of trans- 
portation under § 55-7-205, is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable only by a 
fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than one hundred dollars 
($100) for these violations. A violation of a permit requirement relative to time 
restrictions is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable only by a fine of one hundred 
dollars ($100). 


History. 

Acts 1933, ch. 35, § 9; 1939, ch. 171, $ 1; 
mod. C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.5 (Williams, 
§ 2715.9); Acts 1953, ch. 3, § 6; 1957, ch. 161, 
§ 1; impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9, §§ 3, 14; Acts 
1963, ch. 197, § 1; impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, 
§ 5; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1112; Acts 1981, ch. 
448,§ 8; 1982, ch. 904, § 1; 1984, ch. 932, §§ 1, 


2; T.C.A., § 55-11-206; Acts 1989, ch. 156, § 2; 
1991, ch. 258, § 1; 1991, ch. 502, § 1; 1995, ch. 
O27, Soa 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111; 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Constitutionality. 
2. Customers of Violators. 


1. Constitutionality. 

The 1953 amendment was not unconstitu- 
tional because it referred alone to sections of 
the 1950 Code Supplement without additional 
language. Donahoo v. Mason & Dixon Lines, 
Inc., 199 Tenn. 145, 285 S.W.2d 125, 1955 Tenn. 
LEXIS 488 (1955). 


2. Customers of Violators. 


contractors in trucks overloaded in violation of 
this section and § 55-7-202, the Tennessee val- 
ley authority was not violating any federal 
right or immunity and could not be enjoined 
from so doing by private citizens contending 
that this practice damaged state and county 
roads resulting in extraordinary wear and tear 
on private vehicles. Save Our Cumberland 
Mountains, Inc. v. Tennessee Valley Authority, 
374 F. Supp. 846, 1972 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 11459 
(E.D. Tenn. 1972), affd without opinion, 480 
F.2d 926 (6th Cir. 1973). 


In accepting delivery of coal from private 


55-7-207. Exception from length and weight requirements for public 
transit systems. 


(a) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires, “publicly 
owned transit system” means a system of vehicles, designed to carry all 
persons who desire to use the system, over designated routes within a 
designated area, which is owned or operated by a county or municipality, 
incorporated or existing under the laws of Tennessee, or any combination 
thereof, with any other county or counties, municipality or municipalities, 
intrastate or interstate, or its or their agencies or instrumentalities, including 
a transit authority created pursuant to title 7, chapter 56 or other operating or 
management organization created by any such county, municipality or combi- 
nation for the purpose of managing a public transportation system. 

(b)(1) Section 55-7-202, other than the limitation on height, and § 55-7-204, 

shall not be applicable to buses owned or operated by publicly owned transit 

systems as defined above; provided, that the width and weight limitations of 

23 U.S.C. § 127, as amended, shall not be exceeded. 

(2) Subdivision (b)(1) shall apply on all public roads in any county in 
which is provided by the publicly-owned transit system regularly scheduled 
public mass transportation service. 

(c) This section shall apply only to buses owned and/or operated by a 
publicly owned transit system that itself is an agency of a metropolitan 
government or county or municipality whose population according to the 1970 
census exceeds four hundred thousand (400,000) but is less than eight hundred 
thousand (800,000). 


History. palities, and for U.S. decennial populations of 
Acts 1980, ch. 808, §§ 1-3; T.C.A., § 55-11- Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
207. supplement. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For tables of population of Tennessee munici- 


55-7-208. Twin trailer trucks. 


(a) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, twin trailer trucks conforming 
to § 55-7-201 shall be permitted to operate on the interstate system and other 
federal-aid highways designated by the commissioner of transportation. 
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Within the limitations as provided in this chapter, any such twin trailer truck 
may use and must confine itself to the shortest reasonable route to and from 
the interstate system, other designated highways, and terminals; or in the case 
of household goods carriers, to and from points of loading and unloading; or, 
where these twin trailers are manufactured or assembled within the state, 
from the place of manufacture or assembly, to the highways upon which the 
truck is permitted to operate by this chapter. Access to facilities in interchange 
areas adjoining these highways for food, fuel, repairs and rest shall not be 
denied. 

(b) The state department, county or municipal agency or department having 
present authority to designate uses of roads and highways within its jurisdic- 
tion has the authority to establish certain reasonable routes over which twin 
trailer trucks subject to the restrictions in subsection (a) must travel on the 
highways within the jurisdictional boundaries and control of that county or 
municipality in the interest of public safety, bearing in mind the need for safe, 
efficient interstate transportation. The state department, county or municipal 
agency or department having the authority to designate reasonable routes 
shall also consider maintenance cost of the routes and safety of the motoring 
public before designating the routes. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1982, ch. 912, § 2; 1983, ch. 319, § 8; Liability for spill of hazardous waste from 
T.C.A., § 55-11-208. twin trailer truck, § 55-10-314. 


55-7-209. Special requirements for roof trusses. 


(a) Notwithstanding any other law, rule or regulation to the contrary, the 
commissioner of transportation shall prescribe by orders of general applica- 
tion, rules and regulations for the issuance and/or renewal of special permits 
for a period of one (1) year, for the transportation of manufactured roof trusses 
that are in excess of the width dimensions set forth in §§ 55-7-201 and 
55-7-202. 

(b) These special permits for overdimensional manufactured roof trusses 
shall be subject to the following conditions: 

(1) For movements not exceeding ten feet (10') wide, no escort vehicle, 
special signs, lights and/or markings shall be required; 

(2) Movements over ten feet (10’) wide but not exceeding twelve feet (12’) 
wide: 

(A) No escort vehicle shall be required to accompany the movement on 
the interstate highway system, four (4) lane highways, or two (2) lane 
highways with a minimum pavement or roadway surface width of twenty- 
four feet (24); 

(B) One (1) escort vehicle shall be required to precede the movement 
where the minimum pavement or roadway surface width is less than 
twenty-four feet (24’); 

(C) A flagperson shall be required at all bridge structures where the 
roadway width is less than twenty feet (20'); 

(D) The front and rear of the movement shall be appropriately signed 
and marked; and 

(E) Escort vehicles shall be appropriately marked; and 
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(3) Movements over twelve feet (12’) wide but not exceeding fourteen feet 

(14’) wide: 

(A) Front and rear escort vehicles shall be required on all two (2) lane 
highways. Front escort vehicles shall not be required on interstate 
highways or four (4) lane highways. Front and rear escort vehicles shall be 
required on interstate highways where two (2) lanes are traveled; 

(B) Towing vehicles and escort vehicles shall be so equipped as to be in 
radio communication at all times during movement; 

(C) The front and rear of the movement shall be appropriately signed 
and marked; 

(D) Escort vehicles shall be appropriately marked; and 

(E) Towing vehicles for fourteen feet (14') wide movements shall be at 
least fourteen feet six inches (14’ 6”) in length. 

(c) Compliance with the conditions specified in subdivisions (b)(2)(D) and 
(E) and (b)(3)(C) and (D) shall be in accordance with the rules and regulations 
of the department of transportation relative to overweight and overdimen- 
sional movements on Tennessee highways (Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. ch. 
1680-7-1). 

(d) Any conflict in the requirements relative to overlength movements, as 
established by statute, rule or regulation, and the requirements for overwidth 
movements of manufactured roof trusses established in this section, shall be 
resolved by applying the more stringent requirements. 

(e) The commissioner of transportation shall prescribe an annual fee for a 
special permit to transport overdimensional manufactured roof trusses. This 
annual fee shall be predicated upon the department’s costs in enforcing this 
section. 


History. 


Acts 1995, ch. 345, § 1. 


CHAPTER 8 


OPERATION OF VEHICLES — RULES OF THE ROAD 


Section 


55-8-101. 
55-8-102. 
55-8-103. 
55-8-104. 
55-8-105. 
55-8-106. 
55-8-107. 
55-8-108. 
55-8-109. 
55-8-110. 
55-8-111. 
55-8-112. 
55-8-113. 
55-8-114. 
55-8-115. 
55-8-116. 
55-8-117. 
55-8-118. 


Part 1. Operation of Vehicles — Rules of the Road 


Chapter and part definitions. 

Provisions refer to vehicles upon highways — Exceptions. 
Required obedience to traffic laws — Penalty. 

Obedience to police officers. 

Persons riding animals or driving animal-drawn vehicles. 
Public officers and employees — Exceptions. 

Persons working on highways — Exceptions. 

Authorized emergency vehicles. 

Obedience to any required traffic-control device. 
Traffic-control signals — Inoperative signals. 
Pedestrian-control signals. 

Flashing signals. 

Display or sale of unauthorized signs, signals or markings. 


Interference with official traffic-control devices or railroad signs or signals. 


Driving on right side of readway — Exceptions. 
Passing vehicles proceeding in opposite directions. 
Overtaking and passing of vehicles. 

Overtaking and passing on the right. 
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Section 


55-8-119. 
55-8-120. 
55-8-121. 
55-8-122. 
55-8-123. 
55-8-124. 
55-8-125. 
55-8-126. 
55-8-127. 
55-8-128. 
55-8-129. 
55-8-130. 
55-8-131. 
55-8-132. 


55-8-133. 
55-8-134. 
55-8-135. 
55-8-136. 
55-8-137. 
55-8-138. 
55-8-139. 
55-8-140. 
55-8-141. 
55-8-142. 
55-8-143. 
55-8-144, 
55-8-145. 
55-8-146. 


55-8-147. 
55-8-148. 
55-8-149. 


55-8-150. 
55-8-151. 


50-8-152. 
55-8-153. 
55-8-154. 


55-8-155. 
55-8-156. 
55-8-157. 
55-8-158. 


55-8-159. 
55-8-160. 


55-8-161. 
55-8-162. 


55-8-163. 
55-8-164. 
55-8-165. 
55-8-166. 
55-8-167. 
55-8-168. 
55-8-169. 
55-8-170. 
55-8-171. 
55-8-172. 


OPERATION OF VEHICLES — RULES OF THE ROAD 


Limitations on overtaking and passing on the left. 

Further limitations on driving to left of center of roadway. 

No-passing zones. 

One-way roads and rotary traffic islands. 

Driving on roadways laned for traffic. 

Following too closely. 

Driving on divided highways. 

Restricted access. 

Restrictions on use of controlled-access roadway. 

Vehicle approaching or entering intersection. 

Vehicle turning left at intersection. 

Vehicle entering through highway or stop intersection. 

Vehicle entering highway from drive, private road, or private driveway. 

Operation of vehicles and streetcars on approach of emergency vehicle and when 
approaching certain stationary vehicles. 

Pedestrians subject to traffic regulations. 

Pedestrians’ right-of-way in crosswalks. 

Crossing at other than crosswalks. 

Drivers to exercise due care. 

Pedestrians to use right half of crosswalks. 

Pedestrians on roadways. 

Limitations on where person may stand along roadway. 

Required position and method of turning at intersections. 

Turning on curve or crest of grade prohibited — Penalty. 

Turning movements — Signal for stop or decrease in speed. 

Signals for turns. 

Signals by hand and arm or signal device. 

Obedience to signal indicating approach of train or other on-track equipment — Penalty. 

All vehicles must stop at certain railroad grade crossings — Statutes not to affect 
common law right of recovery — Penalty. 

Certain vehicles must stop at all railroad grade crossings. 

Moving heavy equipment at railroad grade crossings. 

Requirements for stop signs — Vehicles and streetcars must stop at stop signs — 
Penalty. 

Emerging from alley, driveway or building. 

Overtaking and passing school, youth or church bus — Markings — Discharging 
passengers — Penalties — Installation of cameras on school buses. 

Speed limits — Penalties. 

Establishment of speed zones. 

Minimum speed regulation — Turnouts — Passing bays — Penalties — Inapplicable to 
farm tractors or implements of husbandry. 

Special speed limitation on motor-driven cycles — Penalty. 

Special speed limitations — Penalties. 

Charging violations. 

Stopping, standing or parking outside of business or residential districts, and entrance 
or exit ramps of highways. 

Officers authorized to remove illegally stopped vehicles. 

Stopping, standing or parking prohibited in specific places — Penalty — Exceptions for 
disabled veterans and persons with physical disabilities. 

Additional parking regulations. 

Unattended motor vehicles — Unattended vehicles containing medical or hazardous 
waste — Penalty and liability — Application to utility —- Inapplicability to ADS- 
operated vehicle. 

Limitations on backing. 

Riding on motorcycles. 

Obstruction of driver’s view or interference with driver’s control — Penalties. 

Driving on mountain highways. 

Coasting prohibited — Penalties. 

Following fire apparatus prohibited — Penalty. 

Crossing fire hose — Penalty. 

Putting glass, nails and other substances on highway prohibited — Penalty. 

Operation of bicycles and play vehicles — Penalty — Effect of regulations. 

Traffic laws apply to persons riding bicycles — Penalty. 
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Section 


55-8-173. 
55-8-174. 
55-8-175. 
55-8-176. 
55-8-177. 
55-8-178. 
55-8-179. 


55-8-180. 
55-8-181. 
55-8-182. 
55-8-183. 
55-8-184. 


55-8-185. 
55-8-186. 
55-8-187. 


55-8-188. 
55-8-189. 
55-8-190. 
55-8-191. 
55-8-192. 
55-8-193. 
55-8-194. 
55-8-195. 


55-8-196. 
55-8-197. 
55-8-198. 
55-8-199. 


55-8-201. 
55-8-202. 
55-8-203. 
55-8-204. 
55-8-205. 
55-8-206. 
55-8-207. 
55-8-208. 
55-8-209. 


55-8-301. 
55-8-302. 
55-8-303. 
55-8-304. 
55-8-305. 
55-8-306. 
55-8-307. 
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Riding on bicycles — Playing and use of play vehicles — Penalties. 

Clinging to vehicles — Penalty. 

Riding on roadways and bicycle paths — Penalty. 

Carrying articles on bicycles — Penalty. 

Bicycle lamps and brakes — Penalties. 

Regulations governing nonmotor vehicles and animals — Penalty. 

Use of raised identifying cane or blaze orange dog leash restricted to blind or deaf 
persons — Penalty. 

Pedestrians led by guide dog or carrying identifying cane given right-of-way — Penalty. 

Rights and duties of motorcycle or autocycle operator. 

Operation of motorcycles on laned roadways. 

Funeral processions. 

Indication of ownership on traffic control signs, signals, markers or devices — Unlawful 
possession — Penalty. 

Use of off-highway motor vehicles on highways. 

Responsibility for illegal parking. 

Obscene or patently offensive bumper stickers, window signs, or other markings 
prohibited. 

High occupancy vehicles — Lanes. 

Transporting child in truck bed. 

Street sweeper operation — Liability. 

Operation of low speed and medium speed vehicles — Prohibitions — License. 

Use of portable electronic device by school bus drivers. 

Excessive noise from motor vehicles. 

Required training for emergency vehicle drivers. 

Rules and regulations directing truck tractors and semitrailers to specific lanes on 
certain highways. 

Attendance at driver education course in county of residence. 

Failure to yield right-of-way. 

Citations based on unmanned traffic enforcement cameras. 

Prohibited uses of wireless telecommunications devices or stand-alone electronic 
devices. 


Part 2. Operation of Vehicles — Rules of the Road — Continued 


Operation of a platoon. 

Motor vehicles equipped with autonomous technology. 
Off-highway vehicles. 

“Slow Poke Law.” 

Vehicular use of bicycle lanes prohibited — Penalties. 
Guidelines for best behavior during traffic stops. 
[Reserved.] 

Regulation of use and operation of electric scooter. 
Regulation of use and operation of personal delivery device. 


Part 3. Electric Bicycles 


Part definitions. 

Requirements and laws applicable to electric bicycles. 

Label. 

Unlawful modification of electric bicycle. 

Equipment requirements. 

Operation of electric bicycle on street or highway or path or trail. 

Prohibited operation of class 3 electric bicycle by person under 14 years of age — Helmet 
requirements. 


PART 1 


OPERATION OF VEHICLES — RULES OF THE ROAD 


55-8-101. Chapter and part definitions. 


As used in this chapter and chapter 10, parts 1-5, of this title, unless the 
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context otherwise requires: 

(1) “All-terrain vehicle” means either: 

(A) A motorized nonhighway tire vehicle with no less than four (4) 
nonhighway tires, but no more than six (6) nonhighway tires, that is 
limited in total dry weight to less than two thousand five hundred pounds 
(2,500 lbs.), and that has a seat or saddle designed to be straddled by the 
operator and handlebars for steering control; or 

(B) A motorized vehicle designed for or capable of cross-country travel 
on or immediately over land, water, snow, or other natural terrain and not 
intended for use on public roads traveling on two (2) wheels and having a 
seat or saddle designed to be straddled by the operator and handlebars for 
steering control; 

(2) “Arterial street” means any United States or state numbered route, 
controlled access highway, or other major radial or circumferential street or 
highway designed by local authorities within their respective jurisdictions 
as part of a major arterial system of streets or highways; 

(3)(A) “Authorized emergency vehicle” means vehicles of the fire depart- 

ment, fire patrol, police vehicles or bicycles and emergency vehicles that 

are designated or authorized by the commissioner or the chief of police of 
an incorporated city, and vehicles operated by commissioned members of 
the Tennessee bureau of investigation when on official business; 

(B) “Authorized emergency vehicle in certain counties” means vehicles 
owned by regular or volunteer firefighters in any county with a population 
of not less than thirty-two thousand seven hundred fifty (82,750) nor more 
than thirty-two thousand eight hundred (32,800), according to the 1980 
federal census or any subsequent federal census, when the vehicles are 
used in responding to a fire alarm or other emergency call; 

(C)qG) “Authorized emergency vehicle” automatically includes every 

ambulance and emergency medical vehicle operated by any emergency 

medical service licensed by the department of health pursuant to title 

68, chapter 140, part 3; and, notwithstanding any law to the contrary, 

regulation of these ambulances and emergency medical vehicles shall be 

exclusively performed by the department of health, except as provided 
in § 68-140-326, and no special authorization, approval or filing shall be 
required pursuant to this chapter by the commissioner of safety; 

(ii) “Authorized emergency vehicle” automatically includes every 
rescue vehicle or emergency response vehicle owned and operated by a 
state-chartered rescue squad, emergency lifesaving crew or active 
member unit of the Tennessee Association of Rescue Squads and no 
special authorization, approval or filing shall be required for the vehicle 
pursuant to this chapter by the commissioner of safety; 

(4) “Autocycle” has the same meaning as defined in § 55-1-103; 

(5) “Automated driving system” or “ADS” means technology installed on a 
motor vehicle that has the capability to drive the vehicle on which the 
technology is installed in high or full automation mode, without any 
supervision by a human operator, with specific driving mode performance by 
the automated driving system of all aspects of the dynamic driving task that 
can be managed by a human driver, including the ability to automatically 
bring the motor vehicle into a minimal risk condition in the event of a critical 
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vehicle or system failure or other emergency event; 

(6) “Automated-driving-system-operated vehicle” or “ADS-operated ve- 
hicle” means a vehicle equipped with an automated driving system; 

(7) “Bicycle” means every device propelled by human power upon which 
any person may ride, having two (2) tandem wheels, either of which is more 
than twenty inches (20”) in diameter; 

(8) “Bus” means every motor vehicle designed for carrying more than ten 
(10) passengers and used for the transportation of persons, and every motor 
vehicle, other than a taxicab, designed and used for the transportation of 
persons for compensation; 

(9) “Business district” means the territory contiguous to and including a 
highway when within any six hundred feet (600') along the highway there 
are buildings in use for business or industrial purposes, including, but not 
limited to, hotels, banks, or office buildings, railroad stations and public 
buildings that occupy at least three hundred feet (300’) of frontage on one (1) 
side or three hundred feet (300’) collectively on both sides of the highway; 

(10) “Certified police cyclist” means any full time, sworn law enforcement 
officer who is certified by the International Police Mountain Bike Association 
or has otherwise been certified by the Tennessee peace officer standards and 
training commission as having received and successfully completed appro- 
priate bicycle training in the performance of law enforcement functions; 

(11) “Chauffeur” means every person who is employed by another for the 
principal purpose of driving a motor vehicle and every person who drives a 
school bus transporting school children or any motor vehicle when in use for 
the transportation of persons or property for compensation; 

(12) “Class I off-highway vehicle” means a motorized vehicle with not less 
than four (4) nonhighway tires, nor more than six (6) nonhighway tires, 
whose top speed is greater than thirty-five miles per hour (35 mph), that is 
limited in total dry weight up to two thousand five hundred pounds (2,500 
lbs.), that is eighty inches (80”) or less in width, and that has a nonstraddle 
seating capable of holding no more than four (4) passengers and a steering 
wheel. “Class I off-highway vehicle” includes mini-trucks; 

(13) “Class II off-highway vehicle” means any off-highway vehicle that is 
designed to be primarily used for recreational purposes, that has a non- 
straddle seating capable of holding at least two (2) but no more than four (4) 
passengers and a steering wheel, and that is commonly referred to as a sand 
buggy, dune buggy, rock crawler, or sand rail. “Class II off-highway vehicle” 
does not include a snowmobile or other vehicle designed to travel exclusively 
over snow or ice; 

(14) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of safety; 

(15) “Controlled-access highway” means every highway, street or roadway 
in respect to which owners or occupants of abutting lands and other persons 
have no legal right of access to or from the same, except at such points only 
and in such manner as may be determined by the public authority having 
jurisdiction over the highway, street or roadway; 

(16) “Crosswalk” means: 

(A) That part of a roadway at an intersection included within the 
connections of the lateral lines of the sidewalks on opposite sides of the 
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highway measured from the curbs or, in the absence of curbs, from the 
edges of the traversable roadway; or 

(B) Any portion of a roadway at an intersection or elsewhere distinctly 
indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the 
surface; 

(17) “Dealer” means every person engaged in the business of buying, 
selling or exchanging vehicles of a type required to be registered and who has 
an established place of business for that purpose in this state; 

(18) “Department” means the department of safety; 

(19) “Driver” means: 

(A) For purposes of a conventionally operated vehicle, every person who 
drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle; and 

(B) For purposes of an ADS-operated vehicle and when the context 
requires, the ADS when the ADS is engaged; 

(20) “Dynamic driving task” means all of the real-time operational and 
tactical functions required to operate a vehicle in on-road traffic. “Dynamic 
driving task” does not include strategic functions, such as route selection 
and scheduling; 

(21)(A) “Electric scooter”: 

(i) Means a device weighing less than one hundred pounds (100 lbs.) 
that: 
(a) Has handlebars and an electric motor; 
(b) Is solely powered by the electric motor or human power, or both; 
and 
(c) Has a maximum speed of no more than twenty miles per hour 
(20 mph) on a paved level surface when powered solely by the electric 
motor; and 
(ii) Does not include an electric bicycle, electric personal assistive 
mobility device, motorcycle, or motor-driven cycle; and 
(B) An electric scooter is a motor-driven vehicle, for purposes of 

§ 55-10-401; 

(22) “Essential parts” means all integral and body parts of a vehicle of a 
type required to be registered, the removal, alteration or substitution of 
which would tend to conceal the identity of the vehicle or substantially alter 
its appearance, model, type or mode of operation; 

(23) “Established place of business” means the place actually occupied 
either continuously or at regular periods by a dealer or manufacturer where 
the books and records are kept and a large share of the business is 
transacted; 

(24) “Explosives” means any chemical compound or mechanical mixture 
that is commonly used or intended for the purpose of producing an explosion 
and that contains any oxidizing and combustive units or other ingredients in 
those proportions, quantities or packing that an ignition by fire, by friction, 
by concussion, by percussion or by detonator of any part of the compound or 
mixture may cause such a sudden generation of highly heated gases that the 
resultant gaseous pressures are capable of producing destructive effects on 
contiguous objects or of destroying life or limb; 

(25) “Farm tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used primar- 
ily as a farm implement for drawing plows, mowing machines and other 
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implements of husbandry; 

(26) “Flammable liquid” means any liquid that has a flash point of seventy 
degrees Fahrenheit (70° F.), or less, as determined by a tagliabue or 
equivalent closed-cup test device; 

(27) “Foreign vehicle” means every vehicle of a type required to be 
registered brought into this state from another state, territory or country 
other than in the ordinary course of business by or through a manufacturer 
or dealer and not registered in this state; 

(28) “Golf cart” means a motor vehicle that is designed and manufactured 
for operation on a golf course for sporting or recreational purposes and 
equipped with safety belts installed for use in the left front and right front 
seats and that is not capable of exceeding speeds of twenty miles per hour (20 
mph); 

(29) “Gross weight” means the weight of a vehicle without load plus the 
weight of any load thereon; 

(30) “Highway” means the entire width between the boundary lines of 
every way when any part thereto is open to the use of the public for purposes 
of vehicular travel; 

(31) “Implement of husbandry” means every vehicle that is designed for 
agricultural purposes and exclusively used by the owner thereof in the 
conduct of the owner’s agricultural operations; 

(32) “Intersection” means: 

(A) The area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the 
lateral curb lines, or, if none, then the lateral boundary lines of the 
roadways of two (2) highways that join one another at, or approximately 
at, right angles, or the areas within which vehicles traveling upon 
different highways joining at any other angle may come in conflict; or 

(B) Where a highway includes two (2) roadways thirty feet (30’) or more 
apart, then every crossing of each roadway of that divided highway by an 
intersecting highway shall be regarded as a separate intersection. In the 
event the intersecting highway also includes two (2) roadways thirty feet 
(30') or more apart, then every crossing of two (2) roadways of such 
highways shall be regarded as a separate intersection; 

(33) “Laned roadway” means a roadway which is divided into two (2) or 
more clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic; 

(34) “License to operate a vehicle” means any operator’s or chauffeur’s 
license, or any other license or permit to operate a motor vehicle issued 
under the laws of this state including: 

(A) Any temporary license or instruction permit; 

(B) The privilege of any person to drive a motor vehicle whether or not 
that person holds a valid license; and 

(C) Any nonresident’s operating privilege as defined in this section; 
(35) “Local authorities” means every county, municipal and other local 

board or body having authority to enact ordinances or make regulations 
relating to traffic under the constitution and laws of this state; 

(36) “Low speed vehicle” means any four-wheeled electric vehicle, exclud- 
ing golf carts, whose top speed is greater than twenty miles per hour (20 
mph) but not greater than twenty-five miles per hour (25 mph), including 
neighborhood vehicles. Low speed vehicles must comply with the safety 
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standards in 49 CFR 571.500; 

(37) “Manufacturer” means every person engaged in the business of 
constructing or assembling vehicles of a type required to be registered at an 
established place of business in this state; 

(38) “Medium speed vehicle” means any four-wheeled electric or gasoline- 
powered vehicle, excluding golf carts, whose top speed is greater than thirty 
miles per hour (80 mph), but whose maximum speed allowed is thirty-five 
miles per hour (35 mph) only on streets with a forty mile per hour (40 mph) 
or less posted speed limit pursuant to § 55-8-191(b)(1), and otherwise meets 
or exceeds the federal safety standards set forth in 49 CFR 571.500, except 
as otherwise provided in § 55-4-136; 

(39) “Metal tire” means every tire the surface of which in contact with the 
highway is wholly or partly of metal or other hard, nonresilient material; 

(40) “Minimal risk condition” means a low-risk operating mode in which 
an ADS-operated vehicle when the ADS is engaged achieves a reasonably 
safe state upon experiencing a failure of the vehicle’s ADS that renders the 
vehicle unable to perform the entire dynamic driving task; 

(41) “Motor vehicle” means every vehicle, including a low speed vehicle or 
a medium speed vehicle that is self-propelled, excluding electric scooters, 
electric bicycles as defined in § 55-8-301, motorized bicycles, personal 
delivery devices, and every vehicle, including a low speed vehicle or a 
medium speed vehicle that is propelled by electric power obtained from 
overhead trolley wires, but not operated upon rails; 

(42) “Motorcycle” has the same meaning in § 55-1-103; 

(43) “Motor-driven cycle” means every motorcycle, including every motor 
scooter, with a motor that produces no more than five (5) brake horsepower, 
or with a motor with a cylinder capacity not exceeding one hundred 
twenty-five cubic centimeters (125cc). “Motor-driven cycle” does not include 
an electric scooter or personal delivery device; 

(44) “Motorized bicycle” means a vehicle with two (2) or three (3) wheels, 
an automatic transmission, and a motor with a cylinder capacity not 
exceeding fifty cubic centimeters (50cc) which produces no more than two (2) 
brake horsepower and is capable of propelling the vehicle at a maximum 
design speed of no more than thirty miles per hour (30 mph) on level ground. 
The operator of a motorized bicycle must be in possession of a valid 
operator’s or chauffeur’s license, and shall be subject to all applicable and 
practical rules of the road. A motorized bicycle may not be operated on a 
highway of the interstate and defense highway system, any similar limited 
access multilane divided highway, or upon sidewalks; 

(45) “Off-highway vehicle” or “off-highway motor vehicle” means any 
vehicle designed primarily to be operated off public highways, including any 
Class I off-highway vehicle, Class II off-highway vehicle, all-terrain vehicle, 
any motorcycle commonly referred to as a dirt bike, or any snowmobile or 
other vehicle designed to travel exclusively over snow or ice; 

(46) “Official traffic-control devices” means all signs, signals, markings 
and devices not inconsistent with this chapter and chapter 10, parts 1-5 of 
this title placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having 
jurisdiction for the purpose of regulating, warning or guiding traffic; 
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(47) “Operator” means: 

(A) For purposes of a conventionally operated vehicle, every person, 
other than a chauffeur, who drives or is in actual physical control of a 
motor vehicle upon a highway or who is exercising control over or steering 
a vehicle being towed by a motor vehicle; and 

(B) For purposes of an ADS-operated vehicle and when the context 
requires, the ADS when the ADS is engaged; 

(48) “Owner” means a person who holds the legal title of a vehicle, or in 
the event a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or 
lease thereof, with the right of purchase upon performance of the conditions 
stated in the agreement and with an immediate right of possession vested in 
the conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is 
entitled to possession, then the conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor 
shall be deemed the owner for the purpose of this chapter and chapter 10, 
parts 1-5 of this title; 

(49) “Park,” when prohibited, means the standing of a vehicle, whether 
occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while 
actually engaged in loading or unloading; 

(50) “Pedestrian” means any person afoot or using a motorized or non- 
motorized wheelchair; 

(51) “Pedestrian area” includes a sidewalk, crosswalk, school crosswalk, 
school crossing zone, or safety zone; 

(52) “Person” means a natural person, firm, copartnership, association, 
corporation, or an engaged AD§; 

(53) “Personal delivery device” means a device that: 

(A) Is solely powered by an electric motor; 

(B) Is operated primarily on sidewalks and crosswalks; 

(C) Is intended primarily for the transport of property on public 
rights-of-way; and 

(D) Is capable of navigating with or without the active control or 
monitoring of a natural person; 

(54) “Personal delivery device operator” means an entity that exercises 
physical control or monitoring over the navigation system and operation of 
a personal delivery device; 

(55) “Platoon” means a group of individual motor vehicles that are 
traveling in a unified manner at electronically coordinated speeds; 

(56) “Pneumatic tire’ means every tire in which compressed air is 
designed to support the load; 

(57) “Pole trailer” means every vehicle without motive power designed to 
be driven by another vehicle and attached to the towing vehicle by means of 
a reach or pole, or by being boomed or otherwise secured to the towing 
vehicle, and ordinarily used for transporting long or irregularly shaped 
loads, such as poles, pipes or structural members capable, generally, of 
sustaining themselves as beams between the supporting connections; 

(58) “Police officer” means every officer authorized to direct or regulate 
traffic or to make arrests for violations of traffic regulations; 

(59) “Private road or driveway” means every way or place in private 
ownership and used for vehicular travel by the owner and those having 
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express or implied permission from the owner, but not by other persons; 

(60) “Railroad” means a carrier of persons or property upon cars, other 
than streetcars, operated upon stationary rails; 

(61) “Railroad sign or signal” means any sign, signal or device erected by 
authority of a public body or official or by a railroad and intended to give 
notice of the presence of railroad tracks or the approach of a railroad train; 

(62) “Railroad train” means a steam engine, electric or other motor, with 
or without cars coupled thereto, operated upon rails, except streetcars; 

(63) “Recovered materials” and “recyclable materials” have the same 
meanings as defined in § 68-211-802; 

(64) “Recycling vehicle” means any vehicle that is designed and used 
exclusively for the collection or transportation of recovered materials or 
recyclable materials; 

(65) “Residential district” means the territory contiguous to and including 
a highway not comprising a business district when the property on the 
highway for a distance of three hundred feet (300’) or more is in the main 
improved with residences; 

(66) “Right-of-way” means the privilege of the immediate use of the 
roadway; | 

(67) “Road tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used for 
drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry any load thereon 
either independently or any part of the weight of a vehicle or load so drawn; 

(68) “Roadway” means that portion of a highway improved, designed or 
ordinarily used for vehicular travel, exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In the 
event a highway includes two (2) or more separate roadways, “roadway” 
refers to any such roadway separately but not to all such roadways 
collectively; 

(69) “Safety zone” means the area or space officially set apart within a 
roadway for the exclusive use of pedestrians and that is protected or is so 
marked or indicated by adequate signs as to be plainly visible at all times 
while set apart as a safety zone; 

(70) “School bus” means every motor vehicle owned by a public or 
governmental agency and operated for the transportation of children to or 
from school or privately owned and operated for compensation for the 
transportation of children to or from school; 

(71) “Semitrailer” means every vehicle with or without motive power, 
other than a pole trailer, designed for carrying persons or property and for 
being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that some part of its 
weight and that of its load rests upon or is carried by another vehicle; 

(72) “Sidewalk” means that portion of a street between the curb lines, or 
the lateral lines of a roadway, and the adjacent property lines, intended for 
use of pedestrians; 

(73) “Solid tire” means every tire of rubber or other resilient material 
which does not depend upon compressed air for the support of the load; 

(74) “Solid waste vehicle” means any vehicle engaged in the collecting and 
transporting of municipal solid waste as defined by § 68-211-802, or recy- 
clable materials as defined by § 68-211-802; 

(75) “Special mobile equipment” means every vehicle not designed or used 
primarily for the transportation of persons or property and incidentally 
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operated or moved over the highways, including farm tractors, road con- 
struction or maintenance machinery, ditch-digging apparatus, well-boring 
apparatus and concrete mixers. The foregoing enumeration shall be deemed 
partial and shall not operate to exclude other vehicles that are within the 
general terms of this subdivision (75); 

(76) “Specially constructed vehicle” means every vehicle of a type required 
to be registered not originally constructed under a distinctive name, make, 
model or type by a generally recognized manufacturer of vehicles and not 
materially altered from its original construction; 

(77) “Stop,” when required, means complete cessation from movement; 

(78) “Stop line” means a white line placed generally in conformance with 
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), as adopted by the 
department of transportation, denoting the point where an intersection 
begins; 

(79) “Stopping” or “standing,” when prohibited, means any stopping or 
standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except when necessary to 
avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a 
police officer or traffic-control sign or signal; 

(80) “Street” means the entire width between boundary lines of every way 
when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of 
vehicular travel; 

(81) “Streetcar” means a car other than a railroad train for transporting 
persons or property and operated upon rails principally within a 
municipality; 

(82) “Through highway” means every highway or portion of the highway 
at the entrance to which vehicular traffic from intersecting highways is 
required by law to stop before entering or crossing the same and when stop 
signs are erected as provided in this chapter. The department of transpor- 
tation shall be authorized to designate through highways; 

(83) “Trackless trolley coach” means every motor vehicle that is propelled 
by electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires but not operated upon 
rails; 

(84) “Tractor” means any self-propelled vehicle designed or used as a 
traveling power plant or for drawing other vehicles, but having no provision 
for carrying loads independently; 

(85) “Traffic”? means pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, 
streetcars and other conveyances either singly or together while using any 
highway for purposes of travel; 

(86) “Traffic-control signal” means any device, whether manually, electri- 
cally or mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately directed to stop 
and to proceed; , 

(87) “Trailer” means every vehicle with or without motive power, other 
than a pole trailer, designed for carrying persons or property and for being 
drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that no part of its weight rests 
upon the towing vehicle; 

(88) “Truck” means every motor vehicle designed, used or maintained 
primarily for the transportation of property; 
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(89) “Truck tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used primarily 
for drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry a load other 
than a part of the weight of the vehicle and load so drawn; 

(90) “Urban district” means the territory contiguous to and including any 
street that is built up with structures devoted to business, industry or 
dwelling houses situated at intervals of less than one hundred feet (100) for 
a distance of one-quarter (44) mile or more; and 

(91) “Vehicle” means every device in, upon or by which any person or 
property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, excepting 
devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 
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Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 1; 1957, ch. 209, § 3; 
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425, § 6; 2014, ch. 871, § 4; 2016, ch. 584, § 1; 
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2020, ch. 685, §§ 2-4. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 
the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
licenses are issued in one of the classes in 
§ 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 

For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 
Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
supplement. : 


Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment added the definitions 
of “pedestrian area”, “personal delivery device” 
and “personal delivery device operator”; in- 
serted “personal delivery devices,” in the defi- 
nition of “motor vehicle”; and inserted “or per- 
sonal delivery device” in the definition of 
“motor-driven cycle”. 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2019, ch. 388, § 6. July 1, 2019. 
Acts 2020, ch. 685, § 6. July 1, 2020. 


Cross-References. 
Criminal trespass by motor vehicle, § 39-14- 
407. 


Definitions, driver licenses, § 55-50-102. 

Disabled drivers and passengers, title 55, ch. 
mae 

“Motor vehicle” defined for purposes of motor 
vehicle title and registration, § 55-1-103. 

Rules of the road on controlled access facili- 
ties, § 54-16-108. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 2, 3, 6, 11, 32. 


Law Reviews. 

At the Intersection of Sovereignty and Con- 
tract: Traffic Cameras and the Privatization of 
Law Enforcement Power (William D. Mercer), 
43 U. Mem. L. Rev. 379 (2012). 

Torts — 1961 Tennessee Survey (II) (John W. 
Wade), 15 Vand. L. Rev. 952. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Tennessee Code Annotated Title 55, Chapter 
8 does not apply to the operation of vehicles on 
private, non-dedicated roads, OAG 03-088, 
2003 Tenn. AG LEXIS 107 (7/15/03). 

Tennessee Code Annotated Title 62, Chapter 
35 security officers do not have the authority to 
enforce motor vehicle restrictions under T.C.A. 
Title 55, Chapter 8, OAG 03-088, 2003 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 107 (7/15/03). 

Regulation of electric bicycles. OAG 14-26, 
2014 Tenn. AG LEXIS 27 (3/5/14). 

An all-terrain vehicle that is registered as a 
“medium speed vehicle” pursuant to T.C.A. 
$§ 55-8-101 and 55-4-136 may be operated on a 
state highway that has a posted speed limit of 
40 miles per hour or less. OAG 14-97, 2014 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 100 (10/30/14). 

A privately owned and operated vehicle with 
emergency plates operated by an amateur radio 
operator may not have amber and white lights 
flashing all around the vehicle because it is not 
an emergency vehicle. OAG 19-09, 2019 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 11 (7/3/2019). 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. General Application. 

. Authorized Emergency Vehicle. 
. Vehicle. 

Pedestrian. 

Private Property. 

Private Road or Driveway. 

. Highway. 

Roadway. 

Motor Vehicle. 


rH OONAM AWN Ee 


. General Application. 

No person is excluded from the observance of 
these rules because of age. Powell v. Hartford 
Acci. & Indem. Co., 217 Tenn. 503, 398 S.W.2d 
727, 1966 Tenn. LEXIS 607 (1966). 

Motion to suppress was properly denied be- 
cause initial stop of defendant’s parked vehicle 
was lawful because under both Henderson, Tn.., 
Ordinance ch. 6, § 15-604 and T.C.A. § 55-8- 
160(a)(14) and T.C.A. § 55-8-101, the police 
officer had probable cause to believe that defen- 
dant violated state traffic laws because he ob- 
served the vehicle driven by defendant stopped 
near a no-parking sign while not actually en- 
gaged in loading or unloading; furthermore, 
defendant voluntarily admitted that he was 
carrying narcotics on his person which un- 
doubtedly gave the officer probable cause to 
search and later arrest defendant. United 
States v. Burton, 334 F.3d 514, 2003 U.S. App. 
LEXIS 13426, 2003 FED App. 219A (6th Cir. 
2003), cert. denied, 540 U.S. 1135, 124 S. Ct. 
1113, 157 L. Ed. 2d 941, 2004 U.S. LEXIS 501 
(2004). 


2. Authorized Emergency Vehicle. 

Driver of ambulance which had not been 
designated or authorized as an emergency ve- 
hicle by the commissioner or chief of police of an 
incorporated city was not entitled to the privi- 
leges and exemptions from the requirements of 
designated traffic regulations but was required 
to obey all statutes controlling the operation of 
motor vehicles generally as well as exercise due 
care in the operation of his vehicle. Nash- 
Wilson Funeral Home, Inc. v. Greer, 57 Tenn. 
App. 191, 417 S.W.2d 562, 1966 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 204 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 

In personal injury action arising out of colli- 
sion of ambulance, which had not been desig- 
nated as an authorized emergency vehicle, with 
automobile at intersection controlled by traffic 
light, driver of automobile entering intersection 
on green light had right-of-way over ambulance 
which entered intersection on red light and 
charge to the effect that ambulance was en- 
titled to statutory provisions relative to autho- 
rized emergency vehicles was error. Nash-Wil- 
son Funeral Home, Inc. v. Greer, 57 Tenn. App. 
191, 417 S.W.2d 562, 1966 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
204 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 


3. Vehicle. 

A sled is a vehicle within the meaning of the 
definition contained in this section when it is 
sliding by force of gravity on snow and ice and 
not being pulled by a person. Davenport v. 
Robbins, 51 Tenn. App. 600, 370 S.W.2d 929, 
1963 Tenn. App. LEXIS 84 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1963). 


4, Pedestrian. 

Any person afoot on the highway regardless 
of his purpose in being there is a pedestrian 
within the comprehension of this section. Spain 
v. Livingston, 59 Tenn. App. 346, 440 S.W.2d 
805, 1968 Tenn. App. LEXIS 352, 45 A.L.R.3d 
652 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 

Person helping to push a disabled motorcycle 
along right side of roadway was a pedestrian 
within the meaning of this section. Spain v. 
Livingston, 59 Tenn. App. 346, 440 S.W.2d 805, 
1968 Tenn. App. LEXIS 352, 45 A.L.R.3d 652 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 


5. Private Property. 

Neither statutory nor common law rules of 
the road pertaining to intersections of public 
roadways were applicable to motor vehicle col- 
lision occurring on private shopping center 
property, and drivers were governed by basic 
principles of common law negligence requiring 
each person to exercise the ordinary and rea- 
sonable care which an ordinarily careful and 
prudent person would exercise under the same 
or similar circumstances. Miller v. Berry, 62 
Tenn. App. 1, 457 S.W.2d 859, 1970 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 249 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1970). 


6. Private Road or Driveway. 

New highway not officially open but in use 
was in fact a public highway and in no sense a 
private road or driveway. Greer v. Underwood, 
62 Tenn. App. 225, 461 S.W.2d 35, 1970 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 263 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1970). 


7. Highway. 

The word “highway” includes the shoulder of 
the roadway. State v. Mains, 634 S.W.2d 280, 
1982 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 424 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. 1982). 


8. Roadway. 

A public roadway leading from a county 
gravel road to a county schoolhouse and trav- 
eled by the public was clearly within the stat- 
utes relating to the regulation of the operation 
of motor vehicles, and statutes relating to reck- 
less driving and requiring adequate equipment 
including adequate brakes were applicable to 
the operation of an automobile on such road- 
way. Hammonds v. Mansfield, 41 Tenn. App. 
515, 296 S.W.2d 652, 1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 67 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1955) (decision under prior 
law). | 
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9. Motor Vehicle. 

Defendant who had physical custody of his 
motorcycle was properly convicted of DUI after 
police saw him wandering around a store park- 
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to T.C.A. § 55-8-101, the term “motorcycle” is 
included in the definition of “motor vehicle.” 
State v. Butler, 108 S.W.3d 845, 2003 Tenn. 
LEXIS 573 (Tenn. 2003). 


ing lot under the influence of alcohol. According 


55-8-102. Provisions refer to vehicles upon highways — Exceptions. 


(a) The provisions of this chapter and chapter 10, parts 1-5 of this title, 
relating to the operation of vehicles, refer exclusively to the operation of 
vehicles upon highways, except where a different place is specifically referred 
to in a given section. 

(b)(1) This chapter and chapter 10, parts 1-5 of this title apply to the 

operation of motor vehicles upon streets, roads, and highways within federal 

reservations or under federal ownership and control if the following condi- 
tions exist: 

(A) The streets, roads or highways are generally open to public travel; 
and 

(B) The federal agency owning or controlling the streets, roads, or 
highways enters into an agreement with the county and/or municipality in 
which the same are located. 

(2)(A) Whenever an agreement is entered into pursuant to subdivision 
(b)(1)(B), the agreement shall describe the streets, roads and highways 
affected. 

(B) The agreement shall be filed with the clerk of court having original 
jurisdiction to hear and decide violations of the traffic safety laws. Upon 
filing, the judge of the court may take judicial notice of the agreement. 

(C) The streets, roads, and highways covered by the agreement shall be 
considered public streets, roads, and highways of the state for purposes of 
enforcement of this chapter or chapter 10, parts 1-5 of this title. 


Law Reviews. 

Tort Law — McClenahan v. Cooley: The Im- 
pact of Automobile Theft on Proximate Cause 
Issues — Distinctions Between Public and Pri- 
vate Property, 21 Mem. St. U.L. Rev. 595 
(1991). 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-802; 
Acts 1988, ch. 631, §§ 1, 2. 


Cross-References. 
Authority of a police officer to arrest without 
a warrant, § 40-7-103. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Public Highways. 
New highway not yet officially open but in 
use was a public highway and in no sense a 


private road or driveway. Greer v. Underwood, 
62 Tenn. App. 225, 461 S.W.2d 35, 1970 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 263 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1970). 


55-8-103. Required obedience to traffic laws — Penalty. 


It is unlawful and, unless otherwise declared in this chapter and chapter 10, 
parts 1-5 of this title with respect to particular offenses, it is a Class C 
misdemeanor, for any person to do any act forbidden or fail to perform any act 
required in this chapter and chapter 10 of this title. 


55-8-104 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 382 


History. Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 3; T.C.A., § 59-808; 111. 


Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 
Textbooks. 


Cross-References. Tennessee Forms (Robinson, Ramsey and 
Authority of a police officer to arrest without Harwell), Nos. 1-8-2, 1-8.05-1. 
a warrant, § 40-7-103. 


55-8-104. Obedience to police officers. 


(a) No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or 
direction of any police officer invested by law with authority to direct, control 
or regulate traffic. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 4; T.C.A., § 59-804; 111. 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


Cross-References. 
Authority of a police officer to arrest without 
a warrant, § 40-7-103. 


55-8-105. Persons riding animals or driving animal-drawn vehicles. 


Every person riding an animal or driving any animal-drawn vehicle upon a 
roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the 
duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this chapter and chapter 10, parts 
1-5 of this title, except those provisions of this chapter and chapter 10, parts 
1-5 of this title that by their very nature can have no application. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 5; T.C.A., § 59-805. 


55-8-106. Public officers and employees — Exceptions. 


The provisions of this chapter and chapter 10, parts 1-5 of this title 
applicable to drivers of vehicles upon the highways shall apply to the drivers 
of all vehicles owned or operated by the United States, this state or any county, 
city, town, district or any other political subdivision of the state, subject to 
specific exceptions as are set forth in this chapter and chapter 10, parts 1-5 of 
this title. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 95; T.C.A., § 59-806. 


55-8-107. Persons working on highways — Exceptions. 


Unless specifically made applicable, the provisions of this chapter and 
chapter 10, parts 1-5 of this title, except those contained in § 55-10-205, shall 
not apply to persons, teams, motor vehicles and other equipment while 
actually engaged in work upon the surface of a highway or the adjacent 
right-of-way, but shall apply to these persons and vehicles when traveling to or 
from such work. This section shall not relieve the driver of a motor vehicle or 
equipment covered by this section from the duty to drive with due regard for 
the safety of all persons, all as provided by law. 
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History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 6; T.C.A., § 59-807; 
Acts 2002, ch. 740, §§ 1, 2. 


55-8-108. Authorized emergency vehicles. 


(a) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an 
emergency call, or when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the 
law, or when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, may 
exercise the privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the conditions 
stated in this section. 

(b)(1) A driver of an authorized emergency vehicle operating the vehicle in 

accordance with subsection (a) may: 

(A) Park or stand, notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter that 
regulate parking or standing; 

(B) Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing 
down as may be necessary for safe operation; 

(C) Exceed the speed limits so long as life or property is not thereby 
endangered; and 

(D) Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning 
in specified directions. 

(2) Subdivision (b)(1) shall not relieve the driver of an authorized emer- 

gency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all 
persons, nor shall subdivision (b)(1) protect the driver from the consequences 
of the driver’s own reckless disregard for the safety of others. 
(c)(1) The exemptions granted under subsection (b) to a driver of an 
authorized emergency vehicle shall only apply when the vehicle is making 
use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements of the applicable 
laws of this state, except that while parked or standing, an authorized 
emergency vehicle shall only be required to make use of visual signals 
meeting the requirements of the applicable laws of this state. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the driver of an 
authorized emergency vehicle, while parked or standing, from making use of 
both audible and visual signals meeting the requirements of the applicable 
laws of this state, in the discretion of the driver. 

(d) An authorized emergency vehicle operated as a police vehicle may be 
equipped with or display a red light only in combination with a blue light 
visible from in front of the vehicle. 

(e) Notwithstanding the requirement of this section that drivers of autho- 
rized emergency vehicles exercise due regard for the safety of all persons, no 
municipality or county nor the state or any of its political subdivisions, nor 
their officers or employees, shall be liable for any injury proximately or 
indirectly caused to an actual or suspected violator of a law or ordinance who 
is fleeing pursuit by law enforcement personnel. The fact that law enforcement 
personnel pursue an actual or suspected violator of a law or ordinance who 
flees from pursuit shall not render the law enforcement personnel, or the 
employers of the law enforcement personnel, liable for injuries to a third party 
proximately caused by the fleeing party unless the conduct of the law 
enforcement personnel was negligent and that negligence was a proximate 
cause of the injuries to the third party. 


55-8-108 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 7; T.C.A., § 59-808; 
Acts 1986, ch. 822, § 1; 1989, ch. 173, § 1; 
2001, ch. 60, § 1. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Criminal Practice and Procedure 
(Raybin), § 28.118. 
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Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 2, 6, 8. 


Law Reviews. 
Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1986, 54 
Tenn. L. Rev. 457 (1987). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Conditions for Exercising Privileges. 
. Vehicle Not Authorized. 
. Negligence. 


m Whe 


. Conditions for Exercising Privileges. 
In order for an emergency vehicle to be ex- 
empt from the rules governing other vehicles, 
the driver thereof must make use of audible 
and visual signals, and the flashing of a search- 
light on police cruiser alone without the sound- 
ing of the cruiser’s siren was insufficient to 
apply such exemption to such vehicle. Morris- 
town v. Inman, 47 Tenn. App. 685, 342 S.W.2d 
71, 1960 Tenn. App. LEXIS 102 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1960). 

The driver of an authorized emergency ve- 
hicle in pursuit of an actual or suspected viola- 
tor of the law is privileged, and it is his duty to 
exceed the speed limits if necessary, but only as 
long as he does not endanger life or property. 
Morristown v. Inman, 47 Tenn. App. 685, 342 
S.W.2d 71, 1960 Tenn. App. LEXIS 102 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1960). 

In an accident between a driver and a police 
officer, the officer could not rely upon protec- 
tions of the statute pertaining to emergency 
vehicles because the officer was not using an 
audible signal or siren as the statute required; 
thus, the officer was subject to common law 
duties of an ordinary motorist and was found to 
be equally negligent because of officer’s exces- 
Sive speed in a residential area. Bonds v. Em- 
erson, 94 S$.W.3d 491, 2002 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
203 (Tenn. Ct. App. 2002). 


2. Vehicle Not Authorized. 

Driver of ambulance which had not been 
designated or authorized as an emergency ve- 
hicle by the commissioner or chief of police of an 
incorporated city was not entitled to the privi- 
leges and exemptions from the requirements of 
designated traffic regulations but was required 
to obey all statutes controlling the operation of 
motor vehicles generally as well as exercise due 
care in the operation of his vehicle. Nash- 
Wilson Funeral Home, Inc. v. Greer, 57 Tenn. 
App. 191, 417 S.W.2d 562, 1966 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 204 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 

In personal injury action arising out of colli- 
sion of ambulance, which had not been desig- 
nated as an authorized emergency vehicle, with 
automobile at intersection controlled by traffic 


light, driver of automobile entering intersection 
on green light had right-of-way over ambulance 
which entered intersection on red light and 
charge to the effect that ambulance was en- 
titled to statutory provisions relative to autho- 
rized emergency vehicles was error. Nash-Wil- 
son Funeral Home, Inc. v. Greer, 57 Tenn. App. 
191, 417 S.W.2d 562, 1966 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
204 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 


3. Negligence. 

Evidence was sufficient to show that failure 
of the emergency vehicle to slow before entering 
the intersection was the proximate cause of the 
accident and resulting injuries. Green v. Knox- 
ville, 642 S.W.2d 431, 1982 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
428 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1982). 

An officer’s decision to commence or continue 
a high-speed chase was encompassed within 
the term “conduct” as used in T.C.A. § 55-8- 
108(e) and could form the basis of liability in an 
action brought by a third party who was injured 
by a fleeing suspect, if the officer’s decision was 
unreasonable, reversing Nevill v. City of Tulla- 
homa, 756 S.W.2d 226, 1988 Tenn. LEXIS 155 
(Tenn. 1988) and Kennedy v. Spring City, 780 
S.W.2d 164, 1989 Tenn. LEXIS 489 (Tenn. 
1989). Haynes v. Hamilton County, 883 S.W.2d 
606, 1994 Tenn. LEXIS 260 (Tenn. 1994). 

General principles of proximate and super- 
seding intervening causation are to be applied 
when determining whether police conduct is a 
proximate cause of an accident between a flee- 
ing suspect and an innocent third party, revers- 
ing Nevill v. City of Tullahoma, 756 S.W.2d 226, 
1988 Tenn. LEXIS 155 (Tenn. 1988) and Ken- 
nedy v. Spring City, 780 S.W.2d 164, 1989 Tenn. 
LEXIS 489 (Tenn. 1989). Haynes v. Hamilton 
County, 883 S.W.2d 606, 1994 Tenn. LEXIS 260 
(Tenn. 1994). 

In an action by passengers against the driver 
of a private automobile in which they were 
riding and a police officer, assignment of 75 
percent of the fault to the driver and 25 percent 
to the police officer was proper where the offi- 
cer, responding to a call, crossed the centerline 
when entering an intersection against the light, 
and the driver failed to execute a left turn 
properly and did not yield to the police vehicle. 
Wright v. City of Knoxville, 898 S.W.2d 177, 
1995 Tenn. LEXIS 180 (Tenn. 1995). 

While the failure to sound the siren techni- 
cally prevented the ambulance attendants from 
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relying on the exemption of T.C.A. § 55-8-108, 
because the failure to sound the siren had 
nothing to do with the cause of the accident, the 
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ries. Bennett v. Putnam County, 47 S.W.3d 438, 
2000 Tenn. App. LEXIS 684 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
2000). 


county was not liable for accident victim’s inju- 


55-8-109. Obedience to any required traffic-control device. 


(a) The driver of any vehicle and the operator of any streetcar shall obey the 
instructions of any official traffic-control device applicable thereto placed in 
accordance with this chapter and chapter 10, parts 1-5 of this title, unless 
otherwise directed by a traffic or police officer, subject to the exceptions granted 
the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle in this chapter. 

(b)(1) No provision of this chapter for which signs are required shall be 

enforced against an alleged violator if at the time and place of the alleged 

violation an official sign is not in proper position and sufficiently legible to be 
seen by an ordinarily observant person. 

(2) Whenever a particular section does not state that signs are required, 
that section shall be effective even though no signs are erected or in place. 
(c) For purposes of this section, “traffic or police officer” means every officer 

authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to make arrests for violations of traffic 
regulations or a person licensed under title 62, chapter 35, who is retired in 
good standing from being a commissioned, POST-certified law enforcement 
officer and who has notified the chief law enforcement officer in the jurisdiction 
where the retired officer will be directing or regulating traffic at least 
twenty-four (24) hours in advance, or as soon as possible in the event of an 
emergency, prior to performing traffic control functions in such jurisdiction. 


(d) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 8; T.C.A., § 59-809; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2012, ch. 859, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Statutory Speed Limit Versus Signs. 
2. Subjective Duty. 

3. Subject Matter Jurisdiction. 

1 


. Statutory Speed Limit Versus Signs. 

Statutory speed limit of 30 miles per hour in 
business or residential districts prevailed over 
a speed limit of 45 miles per hour established 
by Tennessee department of safety signs even 
in a congested or dangerous area in determin- 
ing contributory negligence of plaintiff in a 
motor vehicle accident case. Horne v. Palmer, 
38 Tenn. App. 354, 274 S.W.2d 372, 1954 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 126 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1954) (decision 
under prior law). 


2. Subjective Duty. 
Trial court erred in imposing a subjective 
duty on fire truck driver en route to a fire to be 


certain in his own mind that a driver of a 
vehicle to be passed was aware of the fire 
truck’s presence and was prepared to yield. 
Kowalski v. Eldridge, 765 S.W.2d 746, 1988 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 435 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1988). 


3. Subject Matter Jurisdiction. 

Because defendant was found guilty of violat- 
ing a municipal ordinance, the court of criminal 
appeals was without subject matter jurisdiction 
to consider the case, and thus, it had to transfer 
the case to the court of appeals for further 
adjudication; a circuit court order found defen- 
dant guilty of violating a city ordinance for 
failure to adhere to a stop sign, and nowhere in 
the record was there any indication that defen- 
dant was charged with or convicted of violating 
the statute. City of McMinnville y. Hubbard, — 
S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 104 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Feb. 20, 2019). 
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55-8-110. Traffic-control signals — Inoperative signals. 


(a) Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic-control signals exhibiting the 
words “Go,” “Caution” or “Stop,” or exhibiting different colored lights succes- 
sively one (1) at a time, or with arrows, the following colors only shall be used 
and the terms and lights shall indicate and apply to drivers or vehicles and 
pedestrians as follows: 

(1) Green alone or “Go”: 

(A) Vehicular traffic facing the signal may proceed straight through or 
turn right or left unless a sign at such place prohibits either turn. But 
vehicular traffic, including vehicles turning right or left, shall yield the 
right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully within the 
intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time the signal is exhibited; 
and 

(B) Pedestrians facing the signal may proceed across the roadway 
within any marked or unmarked crosswalk; 

(2) Yellow alone or “Caution,” when shown following the green or “Go” 
signal: 

(A) Vehicular traffic facing the signal is warned that the red or “Stop” 
signal will be exhibited immediately thereafter and that vehicular traffic 
shall not enter or cross the intersection when the red or “Stop” signal is 
exhibited; and 

(B) Pedestrians facing the signal are advised that there is insufficient 
time to cross the roadway, and any pedestrian then starting to cross shall 
yield the right-of-way to all vehicles; 

(3) Red alone or “Stop”: 

(A) Vehicular traffic facing the signal shall stop before entering the 
crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or if there is a clearly 
marked stop line preceding the crosswalk, then before such stop line, but 
if there is neither a crosswalk nor a stop line, then before entering the — 
intersection, and the vehicular traffic shall remain standing until green or 
“Go” is shown alone. A right turn on a red signal shall be permitted at all 
intersections within the state; provided, that the prospective turning car 
shall come to a full and complete stop before turning and that the turning 
car shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and cross traffic traveling in 
accordance with their traffic signal; provided further, that such turn will 
not endanger other traffic lawfully using the intersection. A right turn on 
red shall be permitted at all intersections, except those that are clearly 
marked by a “No Turns On Red” sign, which may be erected by the 
responsible municipal or county governments at intersections which they 
decide require no right turns on red in the interest of traffic safety; 

(B) No pedestrian facing such signal shall enter the roadway unless 
entry can be made safely and without interfering with any vehicular 
traffic; and 

(C) A left turn on a red or stop signal shall be permitted at all 
intersections within the state where a one-way street intersects with 
another one-way street moving in the same direction into which the left 
turn would be made from the original one-way street. Before making such 
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a turn, the prospective turning car shall come to a full and complete stop 
and shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and cross traffic traveling 
in accordance with the traffic signal so as not to endanger traffic lawfully 
using the intersection. A left turn on red shall be permitted at any 
applicable intersection except those clearly marked by a “No Turn on Red” 
sign, which may be erected by the responsible municipal or county 
governments at intersections that these governments decide require no 
left turns on red in the interest of traffic safety; 

(4) Red with green arrow: 

(A) Vehicular traffic facing this signal may cautiously enter the inter- 
section only to make the movement indicated by the arrow, but shall yield 
the right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully within a crosswalk and to other 
traffic lawfully using the intersection; and 

(B) No pedestrian facing the signal shall enter the roadway unless 
entry can be made safely and without interfering with any vehicular 
traffic; 

(5) In the event an official traffic-control signal is erected and maintained 
at a place other than an intersection, this section shall be applicable except 
as to those provisions which by their nature can have no application. Any 
stop required shall be made at a sign or before the stop line, but in the 
absence of any sign or stop line the stop shall be made at the signal; 

(6) The operator of any streetcar shall obey the signals in subdivisions 
(a)(1)+(5) as applicable to vehicles; 

(7) All electric highway, street and road vehicular traffic-control signals in 
Tennessee shall have a uniform arrangement of the colored lenses in the 
various signal faces of the signals, as follows: In each signal face, all red 
lenses in vertical signals shall be located above all yellow and green lenses, 
and in horizontal signals, to the left of all yellow and green lenses. Yellow 
lenses shall be located between any red lens or lenses and all other lenses; 
and 

(8) Whenever in this state three-light traffic-control signals are used 
displaying successively green, yellow, and red lights for the direction of 
motorists and pedestrians, the minimum time exposure of the yellow light 
shall be three (3) seconds. Any state agency or any political subdivision of the 
state that installs, owns, operates, or maintains any such traffic-control 
signal light shall set or cause to be set the timing-control device for the signal 
light in compliance with this subdivision (a)(8). No state agency or any 
political subdivision of the state that installs, owns, operates, or maintains 
a traffic-control signal light in an intersection that employs a surveillance 
camera for the enforcement or monitoring of traffic violations shall reduce 
the time exposure of the yellow light at the intersection with the intended 
purpose of increasing the number of traffic violations. 

(b) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the driver of a motorcycle 
approaching an intersection that is controlled by a traffic-control signal 
utilizing a vehicle detection device that is inoperative due to the size of the 
motorcycle shall come to a full and complete stop at the intersection and, after 
exercising due care as provided by law, may proceed with due caution when it 
is safe to do so. It is not a defense to a violation of § 55-8-109 that the driver 
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of a motorcycle proceeded under the belief that a traffic-control signal utilized 
a vehicle detection device or was inoperative due to the size of the motorcycle 
when the signal did not utilize a vehicle detection device or that the device was 
not in fact inoperative due to the size of the motorcycle. 

(c) The driver of any vehicle approaching an intersection that is controlled 
by a traffic-control signal that is inoperative because of mechanical failure or 
accident shall come to a full and complete stop at the intersection, and may 
proceed with due caution when it is safe to do so; provided, that if two (2) or 
more vehicles enter such an intersection from different directions at approxi- 
mately the same time, after having come to full and complete stops, the driver 
of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle on the right. 
A traffic-control signal shall not be considered inoperative if the signal is 
operating in flashing mode. If a signal is operating in flashing mode, it shall 
require obedience by vehicular traffic pursuant to § 55-8-112. 

(d) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the rider of a bicycle approach- 
ing an intersection that is controlled by a traffic-control signal utilizing a 
vehicle detection device that is inoperative due to the size of the bicycle shall 
come to a full and complete stop at the intersection and, after exercising due 
care as provided by law, may proceed with due caution when it is safe to do so. 
It is not a defense to a violation of § 55-8-109 that the rider of a bicycle 
proceeded under the belief that a traffic-control signal utilized a vehicle 
detection device or was inoperative due to the size of the bicycle when the 
signal did not utilize a vehicle detection device or that the device was not in 
fact inoperative due to the size of the bicycle. 

(e) It is not a violation of subdivision (a)(3), unless the front tires of a vehicle 
cross the stop line after the signal is red. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 9; 1973, ch. 28, § 1; 
1973, ch. 40, § 1; 1974, ch. 489, § 1; 1976, ch. 
401, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-810; Acts 1982, ch. 684, 
§ 1; 1991, ch. 145, §§ 1, 2; 2003, ch. 266, § 1; 
2004, ch. 442, § 2; 2005, ch. 15, § 1; 2007, ch. 
447, § 1; 2008, ch. 962, § 2; 2008, ch. 964, § 1; 
2010, ch. 640, § 1; 2011, ch. 425, §§ 7, 8; 2014, 
ch. 989, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2004, ch. 442, § 1 provided that the act 
shall be known and may be cited as the “Peter 
and Eugenia Campochiaro Highway Safety Act 
of 2004.” 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 37. 


Law Reviews. 

At the Intersection of Sovereignty and Con- 
tract: Traffic Cameras and the Privatization of 
Law Enforcement Power (William D. Mercer), 
43 U. Mem. L. Rev. 379 (2012). 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Under T.C.A. § 55-8-198(b)(1), “[o]nly POST- 
certified or state-commissioned law enforce- 
ment officers” are authorized “to review video 
evidence from a traffic light signal monitoring 
system and make a determination as to 
whether a violation has occurred.” Employees 
of private traffic camera companies are not 
POST-certified or state-commissioned law en- 
forcement officers and therefore are not autho- 
rized to review video evidence and make viola- 
tion determinations. OAG 16-24, 2016 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 24 (7/6/2016). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 
1. Due Care. 
2. Emergency Vehicle. 
3. Right-of-Way. 
4, Evidence. 


5. Charge to Jury. 


1. Due Care. 

The mere fact that one driver had the right- 
of-way over another at a street intersection 
does not relieve the driver thus favored from 
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exercising due care not to injure others at the 
intersection. Nash-Wilson Funeral Home, Inc. 
v. Greer, 57 Tenn. App. 191, 417 S.W.2d 562, 
1966 Tenn. App. LEXIS 204 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1967). 


2. Emergency Vehicle. 

In personal injury action arising out of colli- 
sion of ambulance, which had not been desig- 
nated as an authorized emergency vehicle, with 
automobile at intersection controlled by traffic 
light, driver of automobile entering intersection 
on green light had right-of-way over ambulance 
which entered intersection on red light and 
charge to the effect that ambulance was en- 
titled to statutory provisions relative to autho- 
rized emergency vehicles was error. Nash-Wil- 
son Funeral Home, Inc. v. Greer, 57 Tenn. App. 
191, 417 S.W.2d 562, 1966 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
204 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 


3. Right-of-Way. 

In personal injury action arising out of motor 
vehicle collision at controlled intersection, the 
question of who had the right-of-way was not 
the sole determinative issue although it was a 
very important factor in determining liability. 
Nash-Wilson Funeral Home, Inc. v. Greer, 57 
Tenn. App. 191, 417 S.W.2d 562, 1966 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 204 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 


4, Evidence. 
In action for injuries sustained in collision 
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between plaintiffs truck and defendant’s bus 
where policeman’s testimony as to a conversa- 
tion with bus driver where bus driver stated 
that bus entered intersection on a yellow light 
was hearsay evidence and it was error for trial 
judge to admit it; however such error was not 
prejudicial since under this section it was per- 
missible for bus to enter intersection on yellow 
light and such evidence was merely cumulative 
to other testimony given by plaintiffs wit- 
nesses. Westmoreland v. Memphis Transit Co., 
305 F.2d 71, 1962 U.S. App. LEXIS 4615 (6th 
Cir. Tenn. 1962). 


5. Charge to Jury. 

In personal injury action arising out of motor 
vehicle collision at an intersection controlled by 
traffic light, charging the statutory provisions 
relative to right-of-way at an uncontrolled in- 
tersection was error. Nash-Wilson Funeral 
Home, Inc. v. Greer, 57 Tenn. App. 191, 417 
S.W.2d 562, 1966 Tenn. App. LEXIS 204 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1967). 

Where both parties contended they entered 
intersection on the green light, it was error to 
refuse to give special request in charge that if 
plaintiff entered intersection on green light he 
had legal right to proceed through intersection 
and it was duty of defendant to permit plaintiff 
to clear intersection. Bobbitt v. West, 62 Tenn. 
App. 508, 465 S.W.2d 131, 1970 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 279 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1970). 


55-8-111. Pedestrian-control signals. 


Whenever special pedestrian-control signals exhibiting the words “Walk” or 
“Wait” or “Don’t Walk” are in place, these signals shall indicate as follows: 

(1) Walk. Pedestrians facing the signals may proceed across the roadway 

in the direction of the signal and shall be given the right-of-way by the 


drivers of all vehicles; and 


(2) Wait or Don’t Walk. No pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway 
in the direction of the signal, but any pedestrian who has partially completed 
crossing on the walk signal shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety island while 


the wait signal is showing. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 10; T.C.A., § 59-811. 


55-8-112. Flashing signals. 


(a) Whenever an illuminated flashing red or yellow signal is used in a traffic 
sign or signal, it shall require obedience by vehicular traffic as follows: 

(1) Flashing red (stop signal). When a red lens is illuminated with 
rapid intermittent flashes, and the light is clearly visible for a sufficient 
distance ahead to permit stopping, drivers of vehicles shall stop before 
entering the nearest crosswalk at an intersection or at a limit line when 
marked, or, if none, then before entering the intersection, and the right to 
proceed shall be subject to the rules applicable after making a stop at a stop 


55-8-113 


sign; and 
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(2) Flashing yellow (caution signal). When a yellow lens is illumi- 
nated with rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed 
through the intersection or past the signal only with caution. 

(b) This section shall not apply at railroad grade crossings. Conduct of 
drivers of vehicles approaching railroad grade crossings shall be governed by 


the rules as set forth in § 55-8-145. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 11; T.C.A., § 59-812. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Proximate Cause. 

Driver of vehicle after having stopped on 
flashing red light before entering highway had 
right to enter intersection assuming that driver 
of vehicle proceeding on other highway would 
obey flashing amber signal and enter intersec- 


tion with caution, and jury could properly find 
that negligence of driver of second vehicle in 
failing to obey amber signal was exclusive 
proximate cause of accident. Ezell v. Maxwell, 
54 Tenn. App. 236, 389 S.W.2d 85, 1964 Tenn. 
App.. LEXIS 150 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1964). 


55-8-113. Display or sale of unauthorized signs, signals or markings. 


(a) No person shall place, maintain or display upon or in view of any 
highway any unauthorized sign, signal, marking or device that purports to be 
or is an imitation of or resembles an official traffic control device or railroad 
sign or signal, or that attempts to direct the movement of traffic, or that hides 
from view or interferes with the effectiveness of any official traffic control 
device or any railroad sign or signal. 

(b) No person shall sell or offer for sale any traffic control signal or device for 
use on any street, road, or highway in this state unless the device conforms to 
the requirements of this chapter. 

(c) No person shall place or maintain nor shall any public authority permit 
upon any highway any traffic sign or signal bearing any commercial advertis- 
ing. 

(d) This section shall not be deemed to prohibit the erection upon private 
property adjacent to highways of signs giving useful directional information 
and of a type that cannot be mistaken for official signs. 

(e) Every prohibited sign, signal or marking is declared to be a public 
nuisance and the authority having jurisdiction over the highway is empowered 
to remove the sign, signal or marking or cause it to be removed without notice. 

(f) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 12; 1978, ch. 671, § 1; 
T.C.A., § 59-813; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118. 


Cross-References. 

Display of unauthorized signals on state 
highway, misdemeanor, nuisance, title 54, ch. 5, 
part 6. 

Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Use of stop signs by transporters of children, 
OAG 97-008, 1997 Tenn. AG LEXIS 8 (1/27/97). 

A county attorney may bring an action under 
the statute to abate a nuisance, OAG 01-166, 
2001 Tenn. AG LEXIS 164 (11/15/01). 

Authority of private property owners to erect 
signs, OAG 03-088, 2003 Tenn. AG LEXIS 107 
(7/15/03). 
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55-8-114. Interference with official traffic-control devices or railroad 


signs or signals. 


(a) No person shall, without lawful authority, attempt to or in fact alter, 
deface, injure, knock down or remove any official traffic-control device or any 
railroad sign or signal or any inscription, shield or insignia or other part of the 
device, sign or signal. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 13; T.C.A., § 59-814; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-8-115. Driving on right side of roadway — Exceptions. 


(a) Upon all roadways of sufficient width, a vehicle shall be driven upon the 
right half of the roadway, except as follows: 

(1) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction under the rules governing such movement; 

(2) When the right half of a roadway is closed to traffic while under 
construction or repair; 

(3) Upon a roadway divided into three (3) marked lanes for traffic under 
the applicable rules thereon; or 

(4) Upon a roadway designated and signposted for one-way traffic. 

(b) Upon all roadways any vehicle proceeding at less than the normal speed 
of traffic at the time and place and under the conditions then existing shall be 
driven in the right-hand lane then available for traffic, or as close as 
practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when 
overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction or 
when preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or 


driveway. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 14; T.C.A., § 59-815. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 9, 32, 37. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Questions of Fact. 
2. Traffic Stop. 


1. Questions of Fact. 

Under the proof in a personal injury action by 
pedestrian against motorist alleging common 
law negligence and violation of traffic statutes 
and ordinances, issues of negligence, contribu- 
tory negligence and proximate cause presented 
questions of fact to be determined by jury under 
a charge of applicable law by the court. Womble 
v. Walker, 216 Tenn. 27, 390 S.W.2d 208, 1965 
Tenn. LEXIS 556 (1965). 

Trial court did not err in denying an individu- 


al’s motion for directed verdict, even though 
there was evidence that a van had started to 
slide into the individual’s lane of traffic caused 
by ice on the roads, and there was also evidence 
that the individual was traveling too fast for 
the icy road conditions. Ricketts v. Robinson, 
169 S.W.3d 642, 2004 Tenn. App. LEXIS 725 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 2004), appeal denied, — S.W.3d 
—, 2005 Tenn. LEXIS 425 (Tenn. May 9, 2005). 


2. Traffic Stop. 

Circuit court properly overruled defendant’s 
motion to suppress because a deputy had prob- 
able cause to initiate a traffic stop for failure to 
maintain lane where defendant was weaving 


55-8-116 


within his lane, the arresting officer’s “dash 
cam video,” and clearly crossed the double 
yellow line in the center line of the roadway on 
three separate occasions, and the trial court did 
not find that the lane excursions were war- 
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ranted by road conditions or hazards. State v. 
Williams, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 311 (Tenn. Crim. App. Apr. 26, 2018), 
appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. LEXIS 
491 (Tenn. Aug. 8, 2018). 


55-8-116. Passing vehicles proceeding in opposite directions. 


Drivers of vehicles proceeding in opposite directions shall pass each other to 
the right, and upon roadways having width for not more than one (1) line of 
traffic in each direction, each driver shall give to the other at least one-half (4) 
of the main-traveled portion of the roadway as nearly as possible. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 15; T.C.A. § 59-816. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Application. 
2. Negligence. 


1. Application. 

Trial court did not err in denying an individu- 
al’s motion for directed verdict, even though 
there was evidence that a van had started to 
slide into the individual’s lane of traffic caused 
by ice on the roads, and there was also evidence 
that the individual was traveling too fast for 
the icy road conditions. Ricketts v. Robinson, 
169 S.W.3d 642, 2004 Tenn. App. LEXIS 725 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 2004), appeal denied, — S.W.3d 
—, 2005 Tenn. LEXIS 425 (Tenn. May 9, 2005). 


2. Negligence. 
In wrongful death action arising out of 


head-on crash of two automobiles where undis- 
puted facts indicated that automobile of defen- 
dant’s decedent was on left side of road when it 
proceeded over crest of hill and crashed with 
automobile of plaintiffs decedent, testimony 
that defendant appeared to be slumped over 
wheel immediately before the crash was not 
sufficient to support request for special charge 
that if such decedent had sudden and unfore- 
seen incapacitating attack of physical illness 
not voluntarily brought about he was not guilty 
of negligence, especially where there was evi- 
dence that decedent had been turning lights off 
and on and no autopsy report or other evidence 
was offered to support the contention. Hayes v. 
Gill, 216 Tenn. 39, 390 S.W.2d 213, 1965 Tenn. 
LEXIS 557 (1965). 


55-8-117. Overtaking and passing of vehicles. 


The following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of vehicles 
proceeding in the same direction, subject to those limitations, exceptions and 


special rules hereinafter stated: 


(1) The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the 
same direction shall pass to the left thereof at a safe distance and shall not 
again drive to the right side of the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken 


vehicle; and 


(2) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the 
driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor of the 
overtaking vehicle on audible signal and shall not increase the speed of the 
overtaken vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 16; T.C.A., § 59-817. 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Subjective Duty. vehicle to be passed was aware of the fire 
Trial court erred in imposing a subjective  truck’s presence and was prepared to yield. 

duty on fire truck driver en route toa fire tobe Kowalski v. Eldridge, 765 S.W.2d 746, 1988 

certain in his own mind that a driver of a Tenn. App. LEXIS 435 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1988). 


55-8-118. Overtaking and passing on the right. 


(a) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon the right of another 
vehicle only under the following conditions: 

(1) When the vehicle overtaken is making or about to make a left turn; 

(2) Upon a street or highway with unobstructed pavement not occupied by 
parked vehicles of sufficient width for two (2) or more lines of moving 
vehicles in each direction; and 

(3) Upon a one-way street, or upon any roadway on which traffic is 
restricted to one (1) direction of movement, where the roadway is free from 
obstructions and of sufficient width for two (2) or more lines of moving 
vehicles. 

(b) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle upon the 
right only under conditions permitting that movement in safety. In no event 
shall the movement be made by driving off the pavement or main-traveled 
portion of the roadway. 

(c) When overtaking or passing upon the right of another motor vehicle 
pursuant to this section or other law, the person shall not operate the motor 
vehicle within a bicycle lane as defined in § 55-8-205. 

(d)(1) Notwithstanding this section, the driver of a bus operated by or for a 
publicly owned transit agency may overtake and pass a vehicle upon the 
right when operating on the shoulder or right-of-way of any highway on the 
state system of highways, including interstate highways, when authorized 
by the department of transportation. Except for authorized emergency 
vehicles, the operation of a vehicle on the shoulder or right-of-way of a state 
highway other than a bus authorized by the department is an offense 
punishable as a Class C misdemeanor. 

(2) The department is authorized to promulgate rules in accordance with 
the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, to 
effectuate the purposes of subdivision (d)(1), including establishing proce- 
dures for authorizing the operation of a bus on the shoulder or right-of-way 
and regulations for ensuring the safety of passengers on a bus and in 
vehicles operating on the main traveled way of the adjacent highway or 
right-of-way, such as establishing a maximum speed limit of a bus, limiting 
the use of the shoulder or right-of-way during peak traffic periods, and 
installing signs indicating the shoulder or right-of-way is reserved for 
exclusive use by a bus. 

(3) As used in this subsection (d), “bus” does not include a school bus. 

(4) The department may take any action to obtain federal, state, or local 
assistance for any aspect of implementation of a program to allow a bus to 
utilize the shoulder or right-of-way of a state highway as provided in 
subdivision (d)(1); provided, that any funds used for the purposes of this 
subsection (d) shall be specifically appropriated by reference in the general 
appropriations act. 


55-8-119 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 17; T.C.A., § 59-818; 
Acts 2016, ch. 944, § 2; 2016, ch. 967, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2016, ch. 967, § 2 provided that no later 
than March 1, 2019, the department of trans- 
portation shall submit a detailed report to the 
transportation and safety committee of the sen- 
ate and the transportation committee of the 
house of representatives on the status of any 
shoulder or right-of-way under, or being 
planned for, construction or improvement and 
of any current or planned operation of buses on 
a shoulder or right-of-way for purposes of § 55- 
8-118(d). 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Til) 
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Textbooks. 

Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 2, 9, 38; 15 Tenn. Juris., Instruc- 
tions, § 8; 19 Tenn. Juris., Negligence, § 5. 


Law Reviews. 

Rear-End Collisions — When Is the Follow- 
ing Driver Negligent as a Matter of Law? (Felix 
B. Laughlin), 34 Tenn. L. Rev. 251. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Pedestrian and vehicular use of marked bi- 
cycle lanes. OAG 14-13, 2014 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
14 (1/23/14). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. “Street” or “Highway” Defined. 
2. Civil Actions. 


1. “Street” or “Highway” Defined. 

A “street” or “highway,” as those words are 
used in T.C.A. § 55-8-118, refers to the part 
designated for vehicular travel by the public, 
any paved shoulder, any unpaved shoulder, and 
any remaining part of the right of way. Ludwick 
v. Doe, 914 S.W.2d 522, 1995 Tenn. App. LEXIS 


546 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1995), appeal denied, 1996 
Tenn. LEXIS 25 (Tenn. Jan. 2, 1996). 


2. Civil Actions. 

Where parking at curb was not prohibited in 
particular location, operator of motorcycle was 
not entitled to assume that there would be free 
passage along the curb when he passed a truck 
on right. Houser v. Persinger, 57 Tenn. App. 
401, 419 S.W.2d 179, 1967 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
237 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 


55-8-119. Limitations on overtaking and passing on the left. 


No vehicle shall be driven to the left side of the center of the roadway in 
overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction, 
unless the left side is clearly visible and is free from oncoming traffic for a 
sufficient distance ahead to permit overtaking and passing to be completely 
made without interfering with the safe operation of any vehicle approaching 
from the opposite direction or any vehicle overtaken. In every event the 
overtaking vehicle must return to the right-hand side of the roadway before 
coming within one hundred feet (100’) of any vehicle approaching from the 
opposite direction. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 18; T.C.A., § 59-819. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 2, 9. 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Construction. 
2. Questions for Jury. 


1. Construction. 

This section relating generally to overtaking 
and passing and § 55-8-123(2) relating to over- 
taking and passing on three lane highways are 
to be construed in pari materia and when so 
construed § 55-8-123 controls where the road- 


way is divided into three lanes. Sears v. Lewis, 
49 Tenn. App. 631, 357 S.W.2d 839, 1961 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 132 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1961). 


2. Questions for Jury. 

Question of negligence of motorist who struck 
and killed bicyclist at night while in left lane 
attempting to overtake and pass truck was for 
jury. Chandler v. Nolen, 50 Tenn. App. 49, 359 
S.W.2d 591, 1961 Tenn. App. LEXIS 139 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1961). 


55-8-120. Further limitations on driving to left of center of roadway. 


(a) No vehicle shall at any time be driven to the left side of the roadway 


under the following conditions: 


(1) When approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway 
where the driver’s view is obstructed within three hundred feet (300’) or 
such distance as to create a hazard in the event another vehicle might 


approach from the opposite direction; 


(2) When approaching within one hundred feet (100) of or traversing any 
intersection or railroad grade crossing; or 

(3) When the view is obstructed upon approaching within one hundred 
feet (100’) of any bridge, viaduct or tunnel. 
(b) The limitations of subsection (a) shall not apply upon a one-way 


roadway. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 19; T.C.A., § 59-820. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 10, 35. 


Law Reviews. 

Procedure and Evidence — 1962 Tennessee 
Survey (Edmund M. Morgan), 16 Vand. L. Rev. 
817. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Proximate Cause. 

2. Motorist Passing May Assume No Illegal 
Obstruction. 

3. Negligence. 


1. Proximate Cause. 

Passing another car on the crest of a hill 
where the view is obstructed is recognized as 
being completely negligent to that degree nec- 
essary to sustain a conviction for involuntary 
manslaughter if such act is the proximate cause 
of death. Brown v. State, 201 Tenn. 50, 296 
S.W.2d 848, 1956 Tenn. LEXIS 463 (1956). 


2. Motorist Passing May Assume No Ille- 
gal Obstruction. 

Motorist has a right to assume that his 
passage will not be blocked by the illegal park- 
ing or stopping of another vehicle and is not 
required to maintain such control of his vehicle 
as to stop before striking an obstruction which 


he has a right to assume will not be there and 
the question of reasonable care on the part of 
the motorist is one of fact dependent upon the 
particular circumstances. Fontaine v. Mason 
Dixon Freight Lines, 49 Tenn. App. 598, 357 
S.W.2d 631, 1961 Tenn. App. LEXIS 127 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1961). 


3. Negligence. 

Truck driver who stopped on wrong side of 
two lane highway just below a sharp curve was 
guilty of gross negligence, while driver of auto- 
mobile who drove down the mountain at a rate 
not exceeding the prevailing 30 miles per hour 
speed limit and did not see truck in time to 
avoid striking it was not guilty of negligence. 
Fontaine v. Mason Dixon Freight Lines, 49 
Tenn. App. 598, 357 S.W.2d 631, 1961 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 127 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1961). 

In wrongful death action arising out of 
head-on crash of two automobiles where undis- 
puted facts indicated that automobile of defen- 


55-8-121 


dant’s decedent was on left side of road when it 
proceeded over crest of hill and crashed with 
automobile of plaintiffs decedent, testimony 
that defendant appeared to be slumped over 
wheel immediately before the crash was not 
sufficient to support request for special charge 
that if such decedent had sudden and unfore- 
seen incapacitating attack of physical illness 
not voluntarily brought about he was not guilty 
of negligence, especially where there was evi- 
dence that decedent had been turning lights off 
and on and no autopsy report or other evidence 
was offered to support the contention. Hayes v. 


55-8-121. No-passing zones. 
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Gill, 216 Tenn. 39, 390 S.W.2d 213, 1965 Tenn. 
LEXIS 557 (1965). 

Trial court did not err in denying an individu- 
al’s motion for directed verdict, even though 
there was evidence that a van had started to 
slide into the individual’s lane of traffic caused 
by ice on the roads, and there was also evidence 
that the individual was traveling too fast for 
the icy road conditions. Ricketts v. Robinson, 
169 S.W.3d 642, 2004 Tenn. App. LEXIS 725 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 2004), appeal denied, — S.W.3d 
—, 2005 Tenn. LEXIS 425 (Tenn. May 9, 2005). 


The department of transportation is authorized to determine those portions 
of any highway where overtaking and passing or driving to the left of the 
roadway would be especially hazardous and may by appropriate signs or 
markings on the roadway indicate the beginning and end of those zones. When 
these signs or markings are in place and clearly visible to an ordinarily 
observant person, every driver of a vehicle shall obey the directions thereof. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 20; impl. am. Acts 1959, 
ch)"9, $533 impl. iam! Acts!1972) ch: 829; §' 7; 
T.C.A., § 59-821. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 2. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Purpose. 

. Instructions. 

. Directed Verdict. 
. Probable Cause. 
. Sentencing. 


= OF OND 


. Purpose. 

The provisions of this section relating to 
no-passing zones are not only for the protection 
of motorists approaching from the opposite di- 
rection but such zones are established for the 
protection of all motorists and nonmotorists 
and their property in their immediate area. 
Vancleave v. Napier, 55 Tenn. App. 313, 399 
S.W.2d 784, 1964 Tenn. App. LEXIS 169 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1964). 


2. Instructions, 

In action for damages resulting when defen- 
dant made a left turn in front of plaintiff who 
was attempting to pass on his motorcycle in a 
no-passing zone, it was error to refuse to give 
instruction on the provisions of this section that 
if the jury found if plaintiff was operating his 
motorcycle to the left of the no-passing marks 
at the time of the collision and that he knew 
that such marks were there prior to the time he 
approached the area, that such action would 
constitute negligence and that if such negli- 
gence were the proximate cause of or proxi- 


mately contributed to the cause of the accident, 
that plaintiff could not recover. Vancleave v. 
Napier, 55 Tenn. App. 313, 399 S.W.2d 784, 
1964 Tenn. App. LEXIS 169 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1964). 


3. Directed Verdict. 

Where injury resulted when defendant at- 
tempted to make a left turn while plaintiff was 
attempting to pass on his motorcycle, defen- 
dant’s motion for a directed verdict after the 
conclusion of the evidence on the ground that 
plaintiff was attempting to pass in a no-passing 
zone was properly overruled, the plaintiff hav- 
ing contended that he was put in a place of peril 
through no fault of his own by the negligence of 
the defendant in suddenly slowing down with- 
out signaling and making it unsafe for him to 
pull in the rear of defendant’s truck. Vancleave 
v. Napier, 55 Tenn. App. 3138, 399 S.W.2d 784, 
1964 Tenn. App. LEXIS 169 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1964). 


4, Probable Cause. 

Police officer’s superficial reason, although 
not the officer’s genuine motive, for the traffic 
stop, the defendant’s crossing the double yellow 
center line of the highway several times in a 
short distance, was sufficient cause for the stop 
pursuant to T.C.A. § 55-8-121. United States v. 
Page, 154 F. Supp. 2d 1320, 2001 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 10789 (M.D. Tenn. 2001). 
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5. Sentencing. by statute and the trial court considered the 
Trial court did not abuse its discretion in enhancement and mitigating factors. State v. 

ordering defendant to serve 30 days for im-  Lutrell, — S.W.3d —, 2017 Tenn. Crim. App. 

proper passing, as the sentence was authorized LEXIS 592 (Tenn. Crim. App. July 6, 2017). 


55-8-122. One-way roads and rotary traffic islands. 


(a) The department of transportation may designate any highway or any 
separate roadway under its jurisdiction for one-way traffic and shall erect 
appropriate signs giving notice thereof. 

(b) Upon a roadway designated and signposted for one-way traffic, a vehicle 
shall be driven only in the direction designated. 

(c) Avehicle passing around a rotary traffic island shall be driven only to the 
right of the island. 


History. Vehicles from Traffic Laws Do Not Relieve 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 21;impl. am. Acts 1959, Driver from Standard of Care Imposed by Com- 

ch. 9, § 3; impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, § 7; mon Law, 16 Vand. L. Rev. 1004. 

T.C.A., § 59-822. 


Law Reviews. 
Torts — Statutory Exemptions of Emergency 


55-8-123. Driving on roadways laned for traffic. 


Whenever any roadway has been divided into two (2) or more clearly marked 
lanes for traffic, the following rules, in addition to all others consistent with 
this section, shall apply: 

(1) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practicable entirely within a 
single lane and shall not be moved from that lane until the driver has first 
ascertained that the movement can be made with safety; 

(2) Upon a roadway that is divided into three (3) lanes, a vehicle shall not 
be driven in the center lane except when overtaking and passing another 
vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and the center lane is clear of 
traffic within a safe distance, or in preparation for a left turn or where the 
center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the 
direction the vehicle is proceeding and is signposted to give notice of this 
allocation; 

(3) Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a 
designated lane or designating those lanes to be used by traffic moving in a 
particular direction regardless of the center of the roadway, and drivers of 
vehicles shall obey the directions of every such sign; and 

(4)(A) Where passing is unsafe because of traffic in the opposite direction 

or other conditions, a slow-moving vehicle, including a passenger vehicle, 

behind which five (5) or more vehicles are formed in line, shall turn or pull 
off the roadway wherever sufficient area exists to do so safely, in order to 

permit vehicles following it to proceed. As used in this subdivision (4), a 

slow-moving vehicle is one which is proceeding at a rate of speed that is 

ten miles per hour (10 mph) or more below the lawful maximum speed for 
that particular roadway at that time; 

(B) Any person failing to conform with subdivision (4)(A) shall receive a 
warning citation on first offense and be liable for a fine of twenty dollars 
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($20.00) on second offense, and fifty dollars ($50.00) on third and subse- 


quent offenses; 


(C) Subdivision (4)(A) shall not apply to funeral processions, school 
buses, farm tractors, or implements of husbandry. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 22; T.C.A., § 59-823; 
Acts 1983, ch. 172, §§ 1, 2; 1984, ch. 518, § 1; 
2019, ch. 76,,§ 1. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 4, 8, 9. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Construction. 
Turns. 

. Violations. 

. Investigative Stops. 
Stop Reasonable. 

. Location. 


f= aoPrPondr 


. Construction. 

Section 55-8-119 relating generally to over- 
taking and passing and this section, subsection 
(2) relating to overtaking and passing on three 
lane highways are to be construed in pari 
materia and when so construed this section 
controls where the roadway is divided into 
three lanes. Sears v. Lewis, 49 Tenn. App. 631, 
357 S.W.2d 839, 1961 Tenn. App. LEXIS 132 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1961). 

Trial court did not err in denying an individu- 
al’s motion for directed verdict, even though 
there was evidence that a van had started to 
slide into the individual’s lane of traffic caused 
by ice on the roads, and there was also evidence 
that the individual was traveling too fast for 
the icy road conditions. Ricketts v. Robinson, 
169 S.W.3d 642, 2004 Tenn. App. LEXIS 725 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 2004), appeal denied, — S.W.3d 
—, 2005 Tenn. LEXIS 425 (Tenn. May 9, 2005). 


2. Turns. 

Where a left turn was being made the respec- 
tive duties of the affected motorists were set out 
in this section and §§ 55-8-129, 55-8-142, 55-8- 
148, and 55-8-144. Hawthorne v. Lankes, 58 
Tenn. App. 397, 430 S.W.2d 803, 1968 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 303 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 


3. Violations. 

One isolated incident of a large motor home 
partially weaving into the emergency lane for a 
few feet and an instant in time does not consti- 
tute a failure to keep the vehicle within a single 
lane as nearly as possible. United States v. 
Freeman, 209 F.3d 464, 2000 FED App. 102P, 
2000 U.S. App. LEXIS 4512 (6th Cir. Tenn. 
2000). 


Observation of motor home briefly entering 
the emergency lane was insufficient to give rise 
to probable cause of a traffic violation and 
warrant an invasion of occupant’s Fourth 
Amendment rights. United States v. Freeman, 
209 F.3d 464, 2000 FED App. 102P, 2000 U.S. 
App. LEXIS 4512 (6th Cir. Tenn. 2000). 

Where the defendant moved laterally at 
times within his lane but the movement was 
not pronounced, police officer did not have 
reasonable suspicion to stop defendant for driv- 
ing while under the influence of an intoxicant; 
if failure to follow a perfect vector down the 
highway were sufficient reason to suspect a 
person of driving while impaired, a substantial 
portion of the public would be subject each day 
to an invasion of their privacy. State v. Binette, 
33 S.W.3d 215, 2000 Tenn. LEXIS 605 (Tenn. 
2000). 

Defendant’s driving violated T.C.A. § 55-8- 
123 where the defendant partially left the de- 
fendant’s lane several times in a short distance, 
and in doing so crossed the center line into the 
lane of on-coming traffic. United States v. Page, 
154 F. Supp. 2d 1320, 2001 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 
10789 (M.D. Tenn. 2001). 

In defendant’s trial for conspiracy to possess 
with intent to distribute cocaine hydrochloride 
in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841 and 21 U.S.C. 
§ 846, district court erred in denying defen- 
dant’s motion to suppress evidence obtained by 
law enforcement officers during a traffic stop; 
traffic stop was unlawful because the officer did 
not have probable cause under U.S. Const. 
amend. 4 to believe that defendant violated 
T.C.A. § 55-8-123 when he slowly changed 
lanes on an interstate highway and straddled 
two lanes for a few seconds in an area where 
the highway began a steep incline and changed 
from two to three lanes. United States v. Gross, 
2008 FED App. 0454P (6th Cir.), 550 F.3d 578, 
2008 U.S. App. LEXIS 25808 (6th Cir. Dec. 22, 
2008). 


4, Investigative Stops. 
Totality of the circumstances surrounding 
the traffic stop, including the fact that it was 
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3:00 a.m., defendant was driving on dry roads, 
and defendant was driving on a highway with 
clearly marked lanes, established a reasonable 
suspicion, supported by specific and articulable 
facts that defendant violated this section when 
she crossed the fog line and failed to remain 
entirely within her lane of travel. State v. 
Smith, 484 S.W.3d 393, 2016 Tenn. LEXIS 92 
(Tenn. Feb. 11, 2016). 

Sergeant had reasonable suspicion that de- 
fendant had violated the statute, as he saw 
defendant straddle the fog line and veer off the 
roadway without any observable justification, 
all nine of the passenger-side tires were on the 
rumble strips, and defendant was driving at 
night when fatigue was an issue; the sergeant 
was justified in stopping defendant to investi- 
gate the reason for his lane departure. State v. 
Hampton, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 159 (Tenn. Crim. App. Mar. 12, 2019). 


5. Stop Reasonable. 

Trial court properly denied defendant’s mo- 
tion to suppress because, even if the evidence 
was clearly not enough to support a conviction 
for the Class C misdemeanor offense of failing 
to maintain her vehicle entirely within a single 
lane, it was sufficient to establish both probable 
cause and reasonable suspicion to justify a stop 
of defendant where, although she touched a fog 
line three times, she only crossed over the line 
once, and the General Assembly long ago chose 
to criminalize a driver’s failure to drive within 
a single lane of traffic as nearly as practicable. 
State v. Smith, — S.W.3d —, 2015 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 70 (Tenn. Crim. App. Feb. 2, 2015), 
affd, 484 S.W.3d 393, 2016 Tenn. LEXIS 92 
(Tenn. Feb. 11, 2016). 


55-8-124. Following too closely. 
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Circuit court properly overruled defendant’s 
motion to suppress because a deputy had prob- 
able cause to initiate a traffic stop for failure to 
maintain lane where defendant was weaving 
within his lane, the arresting officer’s “dash 
cam video,” and clearly crossed the double 
yellow line in the center line of the roadway on 
three separate occasions, and the trial court did 
not find that the lane excursions were war- 
ranted by road conditions or hazards. State v. 
Williams, — 8.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 311 (Tenn. Crim. App. Apr. 26, 2018), 
appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. LEXIS 
491 (Tenn. Aug. 8, 2018). 

Trial court did not err by denying defendant’s 
motion to suppress because the officer had 
reasonable suspicion that defendant violated 
this section, as the dash camera video showed 
that defendant crossed the center line dividing 
the highway and straddled the center line for 
approximately six seconds, and that defendant 
touched the fog line prior to crossing the center 
line. The officer also had reasonable suspicion 
that defendant violated T.C.A. § 55-8-143 be- 
cause he did not initially use his left turn signal 
before moving into the second southbound lane 
and therefore the officer was justified in stop- 
ping defendant to investigate the reason for his 
lane departure. State v. Thomas, — S.W.3d —, 
2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 592 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. Aug. 8, 2018). 


6. Location. 

Sufficient evidence established that the traf- 
fic offense took place in Shelby County, given 
the officers’ testiony of the location of defen- 
dant’s driving. State v. Hampton, — S.W.3d —, 
2019 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 159 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. Mar. 12, 2019). 


(a) The driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more 
closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of the 
vehicles and the traffic upon and the condition of the highway. 

(b) The driver of any motor truck or motor vehicle towing another vehicle 
when traveling upon a roadway outside of a business or residence district and 
which is following another motor truck or motor vehicle towing another vehicle 
shall, whenever conditions permit, leave sufficient space so that an overtaking 
vehicle may enter and occupy that space without danger, except that this shall 
not prevent a motor truck or motor vehicle towing another vehicle from 
overtaking and passing any like vehicle or other vehicle. 

(c) Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway outside of a business or 
residence district in a caravan or motorcade, whether or not towing other 
vehicles, shall be so operated as to allow sufficient space between each vehicle 
or combination of vehicles so as to enable any other vehicle to enter and occupy 
the space without danger. This subsection (c) does not apply to funeral 
processions. 

(d) Except for a motor vehicle in a platoon, no motor truck of more than one 
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and one-half ton rated capacity shall approach any other motor truck of like or 
greater capacity proceeding in the same direction on any of the highways of 
this state without the corporate limits of any municipality at a distance nearer 
than three hundred feet (300’), except in overtaking and passing such other 


trucks, or unless one (1) or both of these trucks have come to a stop or except 


in rendering assistance to a disabled or partly disabled truck. 
(e) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 146, §§ 1, 2 (Williams, 
§ 2715.10a); 1955, ch. ‘329; §- 23; ‘T.C-A. (orig. 
ed.), § 59-824; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2017, 
Chelsey on: 


Cross-References. 
Funeral processions, § 55-8-183. 


Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- | 
111. 


Law Reviews. 

Rear-End Collisions — When Is the Follow- 
ing Driver Negligent as a Matter of Law? (Felix 
B. Laughlin), 34 Tenn. L. Rev. 251. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Application. 
2. Search and Seizure. 


1. Application. 

Where defendants were convicted of con- 
spiracy to distribute cocaine hydrochloride, a 
violation of 21 U.S.C. § 846, and possession 
with the intent to distribute cocaine hydrochlo- 
ride, violations of 21 U.S.C. § 841 and 18 
U.S.C. § 2, their fourth amendment rights 
were not violated by the denial of their suppres- 
sion motion as an officer had probable cause to 
believe that T.C.A. § 55-8-124, governing fol- 
lowing too closely, was violated when defendant 
drove within ten feet of the back of a truck on 
the interstate, traveling sixty-five miles per 


hour, while a third vehicle was in the passing 
lane. United States v. Sanford, 476 F.3d 391, 
2007 FED App. 55P, 2007 U.S. App. LEXIS 
2515 (6th Cir. Tenn. 2007), rehearing denied, — 
F.3d —, 2007 U.S. App. LEXIS 13661 (6th Cir. 
May 25, 2007). 


2. Search and Seizure. 

Where officers found cocaine in a defendant's 
vehicle during a traffic stop, suppression was 
not warranted, because an officer had probable 
cause to stop the vehicle for following too 
closely since the record supported a finding that 
the defendant violated both the car-length rule 
and the four-second rule. United States v. Col- 
lazo, 818 F.3d 247, 2016 U.S. App. LEXIS 5757, 
2016 FED App. 75P (6th Cir.). 


55-8-125. Driving on divided highways. 


Whenever any highway has been divided into two (2) roadways by leaving an 
intervening space or by a physical barrier or clearly indicated dividing section 
so constructed as to impede vehicular traffic, every vehicle shall be driven only 
upon the right-hand roadway and no vehicle shall be driven over, across, or 
within any dividing space, barrier or section, except through an opening in the 
physical barrier or dividing section or space or at a cross-over or intersection 
established by public authority. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 24; T.C.A., § 59-825. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Applicability. 

Where the question was whether a portion of 
a tractor or bushhog was traveling in the wrong 
direction on the roadway, thereby causing an 
accident, the applicable standard of care was 


that contained in T.C.A. § 55-8-125. Knowles v. 
State, 49 S.W.3d 330, 2001 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
120 (Tenn. Ct. App. 2001), review or rehearing 
denied, — S.W.3d —, 2001 Tenn. LEXIS 549 
(Tenn. July 2, 2001). 
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55-8-126. Restricted access. 
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(a) No person shall drive a vehicle onto or from any controlled-access 
roadway except at entrances and exits that are established by public authority. 
(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 25; T.C.A., § 59-826; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Ads 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Duty of Care. 

Deputy, who had assisted the decedent in 
calling a wrecking service to tow her stuck 
vehicle, owed decedent no duty of care because: 
(1) The deputy never expressly told the dece- 
dent to the ATM or to use the interstate cross- 
over; (2) After pulling away from the location 
where the decedent’s vehicle was stuck the 
deputy returned to routine patrol; (3) The 
deputy did not lead the decedent but rather 
followed her vehicle until they reached the 
interstate crossover; (4) There was nothing in 


the record to indicate that, upon reaching the 
interstate crossover the deputy affirmatively 
undertook an obligation to protect the decedent 
in the use of the interstate crossover or that the 
decedent relied on such undertaking; and (5) 
The deputy’s refusal to enforce T.C.A. § 55-8- 
126 was a duty that he owed to the public in 
general. Hurd v. Flores, 221 S.W.3d 14, 2006 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 403 (Tenn. Ct. App. June 18, 
2006), appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 2006 Tenn. 
LEXIS 1042 (Tenn. 2006). 


55-8-127. Restrictions on use of controlled-access roadway. 


(a) The department of transportation and local authorities may, with 
respect to any controlled-access roadway under their respective jurisdictions, 
prohibit the use of that roadway by pedestrians, bicycles or other nonmotorized 
traffic or by any person operating a motor-driven cycle. 

(b) The department or the local authority adopting any such prohibitory 
regulation shall erect and maintain official signs on the controlled-access 
roadway on which the regulations are applicable, and when the signs are 
erected, a person who disobeys the restrictions stated on the signs commits a 
Class C misdemeanor. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Ab 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 26; impl. am. Acts 1959, 
ch. 9, § 3; impl. am. Acts.1972, ch. 829, § 7; 
T.C.A., § 59-827; Acts 1981, ch. 264, § 12; 

1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


55-8-128. Vehicle approaching or entering intersection. 


(a) The driver of a vehicle approaching an intersection shall yield the 
right-of-way to a vehicle which has entered the intersection from a different 
highway or drive. 

(b) When two (2) vehicles enter an intersection from different highways or 
drives at approximately the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the left 
shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle on the right. 

(c) The right-of-way rules declared in subsections (a) and (b) are modified at 
through highways and otherwise as hereinafter stated in this chapter and 
chapter 10, parts 1-5 of this title. 

(d) As used in this section: 
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(1) “Drive” means any way that is open to the use of the public for 
purposes of vehicular travel and that leads into or from premises that are 
generally frequented by the public at large; and 
(2) “Intersection” includes the area within which vehicles traveling upon 


a highway and a drive that join one another at any angle may come in 


conflict. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 27; T.C.A., § 59-828; 
Acts 2015, ch. 79, §§ 1, 2. 


Cross-References. 
Right-of-way of troops, § 58-1-601. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 3, 9, 33. 


Law Reviews. 
Duty of Motorists at Intersections in Tennes- 
see, 23 Tenn. L. Rev. 410. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 
. Construction. 
—Vehicle. 
—Highway Under Construction. 
. Application. 


Driver From the Left. 

Driver From the Right. 

. Private Driveways. 

. Possession of Right-of-Way — Effect. 
. Questions for Jury. 

10. Instructions. 


WONAMNAWNH 


1. Construction. 

Vehicles are approaching an intersection at 
“approximately the same time” when it would 
appear to a person of ordinary prudence, in the 
position of the driver of the vehicle approaching 
from the left of the other vehicle, that if the two 
continue on their respective courses, at the 
same rate of speed, a collision would be likely to 
occur. Dean v. Fineberg Packing Co., 54 Tenn. 
App. 159, 388 S.W.2d 651, 1964 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 149 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1964). 

This section does not apply in a criminal case 
where the defendant is charged with driving a 
motor vehicle while under the influence of an 
intoxicant and causing the death of the de- 
ceased. Fuston v. State, 215 Tenn. 401, 386 
S.W.2d 523, 1965 Tenn. LEXIS 628 (1965). 


2. —Vehicle. 

A sled is a vehicle within the meaning of this 
section where it is sliding by force of gravity on 
snow and ice and is not being pulled by a 
person. Davenport v. Robbins, 51 Tenn. App. 
600, 370 S.W.2d 929, 1963 Tenn. App. LEXIS 84 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1963). 


3. —Highway Under Construction. 

Where record showed that defendant consid- 
ered intersection of side road and new highway 
under construction as a regular intersection 


where new highway was not officially open but 
in use; charge of trial court as to duties of 
defendant under this section and § 55-8-130 in 
entering new highway from side street was not 
error. Greer v. Underwood, 62 Tenn. App. 225, 
461 S.W.2d 35, 1970 Tenn. App. LEXIS 263 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1970). 


4. Application. 

This statute had no application where it was 
stipulated that the accident occurred at or near 
the intersection of a through street and one 
which was controlled by a stop signal. Wilson v. 
Delay, 351 F. Supp. 66, 1972 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 
12252 (E.D. Tenn. 1972). 


5. Driver From the Left. 

The duty to yield begins when it would ap- 
pear to a person of ordinary prudence in the 
position of the driver on the left that if the two 
vehicles continue their respective courses at 
the same rate of speed a collision will be likely 
to occur. Smith v. Murphy, 48 Tenn. App. 299, 
346 S.W.2d 276, 1960 Tenn. App. LEXIS 119 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1960). 

It is the duty of every motorist approaching 
an open intersection to do so with due care, 
caution and circumspection bearing in mind 
that there is no absolute right-of-way there and 
if the car on the left arrives at an intersection at 
a time there would be a collision with the car on 
the right if both continue to the intersection at 
the same speed it is the duty of the left-hand 
car to yield. Ledford v. Fisher, 222 Tenn. 661, 
439 S.W.2d 781, 1969 Tenn. LEXIS 470 (1969). 


6. Driver From the Right. 

Driver from the right having the right-of-way 
under the statute could assume that driver on 
the left would yield. Smith v. Murphy, 48 Tenn. 
App. 299, 346 S.W.2d 276, 1960 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 119 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1960). 

The fact that an automobile approaching an 
intersection on the right has the right-of-way 
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under the statute over another automobile ap- 
proaching from the left does not relieve the 
driver having the right-of-way from exercising 
ordinary care in driving into the intersection 
and the question of whether his failure to 
exercise such care is the proximate cause of a 
collision is generally for the jury. Hobbs v. 
Livesay, 52 Tenn. App. 108, 372 S.W.2d 199, 
1963 Tenn. App. LEXIS 93 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1963). 


7. Private Driveways. 

Where vehicle entered street from private 
driveway provisions of § 55-8-131 requiring 
such vehicle to yield to vehicles approaching on 
public highway controlled rather than provi- 
sions of this section giving right-of-way to ve- 
hicle first in intersection. James v. Ross, 51 
Tenn. App. 418, 369 S.W.2d 1, 1962 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 118 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1962). 


8. Possession of Right-of-Way — Effect. 

Possession of right-of-way never excuses 
heedless or reckless conduct. Hobbs v. Livesay, 
52 Tenn. App. 108, 372 S.W.2d 199, 1963 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 93 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1963). 

Subsection (a) by express terms requires the 
driver of vehicle approaching the intersection 
to yield the right-of-way to a vehicle which is in 
the intersection. Ledford v. Fisher, 222 Tenn. 
661, 439 S.W.2d 781, 1969 Tenn. LEXIS 470 
(1969). 
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Trial court’s charge to effect that vehicle 
already in intersection has right-of-way and is 
entitled to proceed regardless of direction from 
which it came and that vehicle cannot run over 
another already in the intersection just because 
first vehicle would have right-of-way if both 
had gotten there at the same time was not 
reversible error. Ledford v. Fisher, 222 Tenn. 
661, 439 S.W.2d 781, 1969 Tenn. LEXIS 470 
(1969). 


9. Questions for Jury. 

In wrongful death action arising out of colli- 
sion of automobiles, if it could be stated that 
there was evidence of failure to yield right-of- 
way from conditions and positions of the two 
vehicles after the accident, conclusions to be 
drawn therefrom were for the jury. Arnett v. 
Fuston, 53 Tenn. App. 24, 378 S.W.2d 425, 1963 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 127 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 


10. Instructions. 

In personal injury action arising out of motor 
vehicle collision at an intersection controlled by 
traffic light, charging the statutory provisions 
relative to right-of-way at an uncontrolled in- 
tersection was error. Nash-Wilson Funeral 
Home, Inc. v. Greer, 57 Tenn. App. 191, 417 
S.W.2d 562, 1966 Tenn. App. LEXIS 204 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1967). 


55-8-129. Vehicle turning left at intersection. 


(a) The driver of a vehicle within an intersection intending to turn to the left 
shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite 
direction which is within the intersection or so close thereto as to constitute an 
immediate hazard, but the driver, having so yielded and having given a signal 
when and as required by this chapter, may make the left turn, and the drivers 
of all other vehicles approaching the intersection from the opposite direction 
shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle making the left turn. 

(b) As used in this section, “drive” and “intersection” have the same 


meanings as defined in § 55-8-128. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 28; T.C.A., § 59-829; 
Acts 2015, ch. 79, § 3. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 9. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Right-of-Way. 

2. Questions of Fact. 
3. Duty of Drivers. 
1 


. Right-of-Way. 

Although driver intending to make left-hand 
turn may have acquired right-of-way he waived 
such right where by stopping he led oncoming 
driver to believe that he meant for him to pass. 


Minton v. Gobble, 42 Tenn. App. 475, 304 
S.W.2d 337, 1957 Tenn. App. LEXIS 92 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1957). 


2. Questions of Fact. 

In wrongful death and personal injury ac- 
tions arising out of automobile collision 
wherein motor vehicle in which persons incur- 
ring injury and death were riding was making 
left turn, questions of whether defendant’s ve- 
hicle was “so close as to constitute an immedi- 
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ate hazard,” or whether the facts were such 
that “all other vehicles approaching the inter- 
section from the opposite direction” should 
“vield the right-of-way to the vehicle making 
the left turn” could not be determined by the 
court as a matter of law where each driver 
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3. Duty of Drivers. 

Where a left turn is being made the respec- 
tive duties of the affected motorists are set out 
in this section and §§ 55-8-123, 55-8-142, 55-8- 
143 and 55-8-144. Hawthorne v. Lankes, 58 


Tenn. App. 397, 430 S.W.2d 803, 1968 Tenn. 


claimed innocence of fault and the testimony of App. LEXIS 303 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 


various witnesses would warrant various con- 
clusions by the jury. Hawthorne v. Lankes, 58 
Tenn. App. 397, 480 S.W.2d 803, 1968 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 303 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 


55-8-130. Vehicle entering through highway or stop intersection. 


(a) The driver of a vehicle shall stop as required by § 55-8-149 at the 
entrance to a through highway and shall yield the right-of-way to other 
vehicles which have entered the intersection from the through highway or 
which are approaching so closely on the through highway as to constitute an 
immediate hazard, but the driver having so yielded may proceed, and the 
drivers of all other vehicles approaching the intersection on the through 
highway shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle so proceeding into or across 
the through highway. 

(b) The driver of a vehicle shall likewise stop in obedience to a stop sign as 
required herein at an intersection where a stop sign is erected at one (1) or 
more entrances thereto although not a part of a through highway and shall 
proceed cautiously, yielding to vehicles not so obliged to stop which are within 
the intersection or approaching so closely as to constitute an immediate 
hazard, but may then proceed. 

(c)(1) The driver of a vehicle who is faced with a yield sign at the entrance 
to a through highway, drive, or other public roadway is not necessarily 
required to stop, but is required to exercise caution in entering the highway, 
drive, or other roadway and to yield the right-of-way to other vehicles which 
have entered the intersection from the highway, drive, or other roadway, or 
which are approaching so closely on the highway, drive, or other roadway as 
to constitute an immediate hazard, and the driver having so yielded may 
proceed when the way is clear. 

(2) Where there is provided more than one (1) lane for vehicular traffic 
entering a through highway, drive, or other public roadway, if one (1) or more 
lanes at the entrance are designated a yield lane by an appropriate marker, 
this subsection (c) shall control the movement of traffic in any lane so 
marked with a yield sign, even though traffic in other lanes may be 
controlled by an electrical signal device or other signs, signals, markings or 
controls. 

(d) As used in this section, “drive” and “intersection” have the same 
meanings as defined in § 55-8-128. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 9. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 29; 1969, ch. 18, § 1; 
T.C.A., § 59-830; Acts 2015, ch. 79, §§ 4, 5. 


405 


OPERATION OF VEHICLES — RULES OF THE ROAD 


55-8-131 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Proximate Cause. 

. Highway Under Construction. 

. Erection of Stop Sign in Absence of Ordi- 
nance. 

4. Exercise of Due Care. 


ee Wo 


1. Proximate Cause. 

Driver of vehicle after having stopped on 
flashing red light before entering highway had 
right to enter intersection assuming that driver 
of vehicle proceeding on other highway would 
obey flashing amber signal and enter intersec- 
tion with caution, and jury could properly find 
that negligence of driver of second vehicle in 
failing to obey amber signal was exclusive 
proximate cause of accident. Ezell v. Maxwell, 
54 Tenn. App. 236, 389 S.W.2d 85, 1964 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 150 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1964). 


2. Highway Under Construction. 

Where record showed that defendant consid- 
ered intersection of side road and new highway 
under construction as a regular intersection 
where new highway was not officially open 


although in use; charge of trial court as to 
duties of defendant under § 55-8-128 and this 
section in entering new highway from side 
street was not error. Greer v. Underwood, 62 
Tenn. App. 225, 461 S.W.2d 35, 1970 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 263 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1970). 


3. Erection of Stop Sign in Absence of 
Ordinance. 

Motorist was required to obey stop sign 
erected at street intersection notwithstanding 
fact that city had not by ordinance expressly 
provided that a “stop sign” should be placed at 
the particular intersection. Trimble v. Bridges, 
27 Tenn. App. 320, 180 S.W.2d 590, 1943 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 145 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1943). 


4, Exercise of Due Care. 

The mere fact that one vehicle has the right- 
of-way over another at a street intersection 
does not relieve the driver thus favored from 
the duty of exercising due care not to injure 
others at the street intersection. Barker v. Sny- 
der, 611 S.W.2d 593, 1980 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
406 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1980). 


55-8-131. Vehicle entering highway from drive, private road, or pri- 


vate driveway. 


The driver of a vehicle about to enter or cross a highway from a drive, private 
road, or private driveway shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles approach- 
ing on the highway. As used in this section, “drive” has the same meaning as 


defined in § 55-8-128. 


History. 
mets 19D, eh, 529, $530; 7.C.A.. § 59-331; 
Acts 2015, ch. 79, § 6. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 9. 


Law Reviews. 

Negligence — Proximate Contributory Negli- 
gence — Effect of Violation of Statute by Plain- 
tiff, 32 Tenn. L. Rev. 334. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Construction. 

. Application and Scope. 
. Proximate Cause. 
Nonmotor Vehicles. 

. Instructions. 


ee OR ONE 


- Construction. 

Where vehicle entered street from private 
driveway provisions of this section requiring 
such vehicle to yield to vehicles approaching on 
public highway controlled rather than provi- 
sions of § 55-8-128 giving right-of-way to ve- 
hicle first in intersection. James v. Ross, 51 


Tenn. App. 413, 369 S.W.2d 1, 1962 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 118 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1962). 


2. Application and Scope. 

The driver on the main or arterial highway 
had the right-of-way and the driver on the 
crossing road had a primary duty of caution 
before entering the main road. McKamey v. 
Andrews, 40 Tenn. App. 112, 289 S.W.2d 704, 
1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 102 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1955) (decision under prior law). 

The right-of-way of vehicles moving on 
through highways over vehicles entering the 
highway from private roads or driveways ap- 
plies alike to the inside and outside lanes of 


55-8-132 


four lane highways. Wilson v. Pendergraph, 53 
Tenn. App. 489, 384 S.W.2d 57, 1964 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 115 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1964). 


3. Proximate Cause. 

Under this section, a bicycle entering from a 
private road into a highway must yield the 
right-of-way to all vehicles approaching on the 
highway; however, this does not mean that no 
driver entering a highway from a private road 
can recover for injuries received in collision 
with an automobile driven along the highway, 
as it is ajury question of proximate cause if the 
automobile driver was likewise violating the 
law by not keeping a proper lookout, not driving 
in a careful manner or with wanton disregard 
for children. Lowe v. Irvin, 52 Tenn. App. 356, 
373 S.W.2d 623, 1963 Tenn. App. LEXIS 100 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1963). 

In suit arising out of automobile accident, 
where plaintiff entered highway from private 
parkway, the question of whether plaintiffs 
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failure to yield right-of-way or his failure to 
keep his car under control to avoid a misunder- 
standing of defendant’s signal of intention to 
turn right constituted the proximate cause of 
the collision was for the jury. Wilson v. Pender- 
graph, 53 Tenn. App. 489, 384 S.W.2d 57, 1964 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 115 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1964). 


4, Nonmotor Vehicles. 

Bicycle entering street from private driveway 
was required to yield to automobile approach- 
ing on public street. James v. Ross, 51 Tenn. 
App. 4138, 369 S.W.2d 1, 1962 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
118 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1962). 


5. Instructions. 

Where there is no evidence that the defen- 
dant violated T.C.A. § 55-8-131, the trial court 
can properly refuse the plaintiffs’ special re- 
quest to charge T.C.A. § 55-8-131. Inabinet v. 
Cravath, 749 S.W.2d 40, 1988 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 99 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1988). 


55-8-132. Operation of vehicles and streetcars on approach of emer- 
gency vehicle and when approaching certain stationary 


vehicles. 


(a) Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle 
making use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements of the 
applicable laws of this state, or of a police vehicle properly and lawfully making 


use of an audible signal only: 


(1) The driver of every other vehicle shall yield the right-of-way and shall 


immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as close as possible to, the 
right-hand edge or curb of the roadway clear of any intersection, and shall 
stop and remain in that position until the authorized emergency vehicle has 
passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer; and 

(2) Upon the approach of an authorized emergency vehicle, as stated 
above, the operator of every streetcar shall immediately stop the streetcar 
clear of any intersection and keep it in that position until the authorized 
emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police 
officer. 

(b) Upon approaching a stationary authorized emergency vehicle, when the 
vehicle is giving a signal by use of flashing lights, a person who drives an 
approaching vehicle shall: 

(1) Proceeding with due caution, yield the right-of-way by making a lane 
change into a lane not adjacent to that of the authorized emergency vehicle, 
if possible with due regard to safety and traffic conditions, if on a highway 
having at least four (4) lanes with not less than two (2) lanes proceeding in 
the same direction as the approaching vehicle; or 

(2) Proceeding with due caution, reduce the speed of the vehicle, main- 
taining a safe speed for road conditions, if changing lanes would be 
impossible or unsafe. 

(c) Upon approaching a stationary recovery vehicle, highway maintenance 
vehicle, solid waste vehicle, or utility service vehicle, when the vehicle is giving 
a signal by use of authorized flashing lights, a person who drives an approach- 
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ing vehicle shall: 

(1) Proceeding with due caution, yield the right-of-way by making a lane 
change into a lane not adjacent to the stationary recovery vehicle, highway 
maintenance vehicle, solid waste vehicle, or utility service vehicle if possible 
with due regard to safety and traffic conditions, if on a highway having at 
least four (4) lanes with not less than two (2) lanes proceeding in the same 
direction as the approaching vehicle; or 

(2) Proceeding with due caution, reduce the speed of the vehicle, main- 
taining a safe speed for road conditions, if changing lanes would be 
impossible or unsafe. 

(d) For the purpose of this section unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Highway maintenance vehicle” means a vehicle used for the mainte- 
nance of highways and roadways in this state and is: 

(A) Owned or operated by the department of transportation, a county, a 
municipality or other political subdivision of this state; or, 

(B) Owned or operated by a contractor under contract with the depart- 
ment of transportation, a county, a municipality or other political subdi- 
vision of this state; 

(2) “Recovery vehicle” means a truck that is specifically designed for 
towing a disabled vehicle or a combination of vehicles; and. 

(3) “Utility” means any person, municipality, county, metropolitan gov- 

ernment, electric cooperative, telephone cooperative, board, commission, 
district or any entity created or authorized by public act, private act, or 
general law to provide electricity, natural gas, water, waste water services, 
telephone services, or any combination thereof, for sale to consumers in any 
particular service area. 
(e)(1) The first violation of this section is a Class B misdemeanor punishable 
by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than five 
hundred dollars ($500), or imprisonment not longer than thirty (30) days, or 
both. 

(2) Asecond violation of this section is a Class B misdemeanor punishable 
by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500) nor more than one 
thousand dollars ($1,000). 

(3) A third or subsequent violation of this section is a Class A misde- 
meanor punishable by a fine of not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000). 
(f) This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of a stationary motor 

vehicle, authorized emergency vehicle, recovery vehicle, solid waste vehicle, or 
highway maintenance vehicle from the duty to operate the vehicle with due 
regard for the safety of all persons using the highway. 
(g\(1) A person violating this section may also be prosecuted and convicted 
for the offense of: 

(A) The Class E felony of criminally negligent homicide under § 39-13- 
212, if the conduct giving rise to the violation of this section is criminally 
negligent, as defined in § 39-11-302(d), and results in the death of 
another; 

(B) The Class D felony of reckless homicide under § 39-13-215, if the 
conduct giving rise to the violation of this section is reckless, as defined in 
§ 39-11-302, and results in the killing of another; and 
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(C) The Class C felony of vehicular homicide under § 39-13-213, if the 

conduct giving rise to the violation of this section is reckless, as defined in 

§ 39-11-302(c), proximately results in the killing of another and the 
conduct created a substantial risk of death to another. 

(2) Nothing in subdivision (g)(1) shall be construed as precluding a person 

who violates this section from being prosecuted and convicted under any 


other applicable offense. 


(h) Upon approaching a stationary motor vehicle that is located on the 
shoulder, emergency lane, or median and the vehicle is giving a signal by use 
of flashing lights, a person who drives an approaching vehicle shall: 

(1) Proceeding with due caution, yield the right-of-way by making a lane 
change into a lane not adjacent to that of the motor vehicle, if possible with 
due regard to safety and traffic conditions, if on a highway having at least 
four (4) lanes with not less than two (2) lanes proceeding in the same 
direction as the approaching vehicle; or 

(2) Proceeding with due caution, reduce the speed of the vehicle, main- 
taining a safe speed for road conditions, if changing lanes would be 


impossible or unsafe. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 31; T.C.A., § 59-832; 
Acts 2003, ch. 384, § 1; 2006, ch. 653, § 1; 
2008, ch. 869, 8§ 1, 2; 2011, ch. 40, §§ 1-3; 
2015, "eh." 368,880 152" 2017, chvgs, Sonn. 2. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2006, ch. 653, § 2 provided that the 
department of transportation is encouraged to 


alter any existing signage on public roadways 
to educate the motoring public of the increased 
punishment for a violation of § 55-8-132. 


' Cross-References. 


Penalties for Class A and B misdemeanors, 
§ 40-35-111. 

Penalties for Class C, D and E felonies, 
§ 40-35-111. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 
1. Vehicle Not Authorized. 
2. Duty to Yield. 
3. Due Care. 
1 


. Vehicle Not Authorized. 

Driver of ambulance which had not been 
designated or authorized as an emergency ve- 
hicle by the commissioner or chief of police of an 
incorporated city was not entitled to the privi- 
leges and exemptions from the requirements of 
designated traffic regulations but was required 
to obey all statutes controlling the operation of 
motor vehicles generally as well as exercise due 
care in the operation of his vehicle. Nash- 
Wilson Funeral Home, Inc. v. Greer, 57 Tenn. 
App. 191, 417 S.W.2d 562, 1966 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 204 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 

In personal injury action arising out of colli- 
sion of ambulance, which had not been desig- 
nated as an authorized emergency vehicle, with 
automobile at intersection controlled by traffic 
light, driver of automobile entering intersection 
on green light had right-of-way over ambulance 
entering on red light and charge to effect that 
ambulance was entitled to statutory provisions 


relative to authorized emergency vehicles was 
error. Nash-Wilson Funeral Home, Inc. v. 
Greer, 57 Tenn. App. 191, 417 S.W.2d 562, 1966 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 204 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 


2. Duty to Yield. 

If motorist should have heard the siren or 
should have seen the blue lights flashing, he or 
she was under a duty to yield, and could not 
evade his or her duty to yield to an emergency 
vehicle by saying that he or she did not hear 
and did not see because he or she did not look. 
Thomas v. State, 742 S.W.2d 649, 1987 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 2942 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1987). 

In an action by passengers against the driver 
of a private automobile in which they were 
riding and a police officer, assignment of 75 
percent of the fault to the driver and 25 percent 
to the police officer was proper where the offi- 
cer, responding to a call, crossed the centerline 
when entering an intersection against the light, 
and the driver failed to execute a left turn 
properly and did not yield to the police vehicle. 
Wright v. City of Knoxville, 898 S.W.2d 177, 
1995 Tenn. LEXIS 180 (Tenn. 1995). 

Driver of a car was liable for damages result- 
ing from a collision between the car and an 
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ambulance because the car driver was negli- 
gent in failing to look for the ambulance after 
she heard a siren and in failing to yield to the 
ambulance as it passed, and although the am- 
bulance was traveling up to 15 miles above the 
speed limit, the ambulance was not traveling at 
an excessive rate of speed under the circum- 
stances given that the ambulance was respond- 
ing to an emergency call and the ambulance 
driver had engaged the ambulance’s emergency 
signals. Hardeman County v. McIntyre, 420 
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S.W.3d 742, 2013 Tenn. App. LEXIS 206 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. Mar. 27, 2013), appeal denied, — 
S.W.3d —, 2013 Tenn. LEXIS 881 (Tenn. Oct. 
31, 2018). 


3. Due Care. 

A driver must exercise due care when enter- 
ing an intersection even under authority of a 
green light. Thomas v. State, 742 S.W.2d 649, 
1987 Tenn. App. LEXIS 2942 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1987). 


55-8-133. Pedestrians subject to traffic regulations. 


(a) Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic-control signals at intersections as 
provided in § 55-8-110, and at all other places, pedestrians shall be accorded 
the privileges and shall be subject to the restrictions stated in this chapter and 
chapter 10, parts 1-5 of this title. 

(b) Local authorities are empowered to require by ordinances that pedestri- 
ans strictly comply with the directions of any official traffic-control signal and 
may by ordinance prohibit pedestrians from crossing any roadway in a 
business district or any designated highways except in a crosswalk. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 32; T.C.A., § 59-833. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 9. 


55-8-134. Pedestrians’ right-of-way in crosswalks. 


(a)(1) Unless in a marked school zone when a warning flasher or flashers are 
in operation, when traffic-control signals are not in place or not in operation, 
the driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way, slowing down or stopping 
if need be to so yield, to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a 
crosswalk when the pedestrian is upon the half of the roadway upon which 
the vehicle is traveling, or when the pedestrian is approaching so closely 
from the opposite half of the roadway as to be in danger. 

(2) When in a marked school zone when a warning flasher or flashers are 

in operation, the driver of a vehicle shall stop to yield the right-of-way to a 

pedestrian crossing the roadway within a marked crosswalk or at an 

intersection with no marked crosswalk. The driver shall remain stopped 
until the pedestrian has crossed the roadway on which the vehicle is stopped. 

(b) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and 
walk or run into the path of a vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for 
the driver to yield. 

(c) Subsection (a) does not apply under the conditions stated in § 55-8- 
135(b). 

(d) Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk or at any 
unmarked crosswalk at an intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the 
roadway, the driver of any other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not 
overtake and pass the stopped vehicle. 


55-8-135 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 33; T.C.A., § 59-834; 
Acts 2008, ch. 776, § 1. 
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Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 2, 11. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Pedestrian Using Ordinary Care. 
2. Questions of Fact. 


1. Pedestrian Using Ordinary Care. 

A pedestrian has a duty to exercise ordinary 
care for his own safety, which is determined by 
what the immediate circumstances of place and 
condition would demand of an ordinarily pru- 
dent person. Blalock v. Claiborne, 775 S.W.2d 
363, 1989 Tenn. App. LEXIS 96 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1989). 

Whether the requirement of ordinary care is 


met is a question for the jury. Blalock v. Clai- 
borne, 775 S.W.2d 363, 1989 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
96 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1989). 


2. Questions of Fact. 

Under the proof in a personal injury action by 
pedestrian against motorist alleging common 
law negligence and violation of traffic statutes 
and ordinances, issues of negligence, contribu- 
tory negligence and proximate cause presented 
questions of fact to be determined by jury under 
a charge of applicable law by the court. Womble 
v. Walker, 216 Tenn. 27, 390 S.W.2d 208, 1965 
Tenn. LEXIS 556 (1965). 


55-8-135. Crossing at other than crosswalks. 


(a) Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other than within a 
marked crosswalk or within an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection shall 
yield the right-of-way to all vehicles upon the roadway. 

(b) Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedestrian tunnel 
or overhead pedestrian crossing has been provided shall yield the right-of-way 


to all vehicles upon the roadway. 


(c) Between adjacent intersections at which traffic-control signals are in 
operation pedestrians shall not cross at any place except in a marked 


crosswalk. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 34; T.C.A., § 59-835. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 9, 11. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Construction. 
. Contributory Negligence. 
. Questions of Fact. 


m We 


. Construction. 

T.C.A. § 55-8-1385 and T.C.A. § 55-8-136, 
when read together do not amount to a legisla- 
tive declaration that anytime there is a pedes- 
trian/vehicle collision the driver is presumed 
primarily at fault. Norman v. Prather, 971 
S.W.2d 398, 1997 Tenn. App. LEXIS 923 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1997), 


2. Contributory Negligence. 

In action for wrongful death of plaintiffs 
decedent, struck and killed by defendant’s au- 
tomobile while attempting to cross a highway 


on foot, evidence was sufficient to take ques- 
tions of negligence of defendant, by excessive 
speed and improper lookout, to the jury; and 
whether deceased was guilty of proximate con- 
tributory negligence in attempting to cross the 
highway at a point other than a marked cross- 
walk was ajury question. Templeton v. Quarles, 
52 Tenn. App. 419, 374 S.W.2d 654, 1963 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 103 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1963). 


3. Questions of Fact. 

Under the proof in a personal injury action by 
pedestrian against motorist alleging common 
law negligence and violation of traffic statutes 
and ordinances, issues of negligence, contribu- 
tory negligence and proximate cause presented 
questions of fact to be determined by jury under 
a charge of applicable law by the court. Womble 
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v. Walker, 216 Tenn. 27, 390 S.W.2d 208, 1965 
Tenn. LEXIS 556 (1965). 
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DECISIONS UNDER PRIOR LAW 


Analysis 


. Construction. 

. Driver’s Negligence. 

. Duty of Pedestrian. 

. Contributory Negligence. 

. Pedestrian Outside of Crosswalk. 
—Driver’s Responsibility. 


RP AahWNe 


. Construction. 

Former § 2700.8(c) of the 1950 Code Supple- 
ment did not outlaw pedestrian crossings be- 
tween crosswalks. Coffee v. Logan, 37 Tenn. 
App. 265, 262 S.W.2d 82, 1953 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 85 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1953). 


2. Driver’s Negligence. 

A motorist was guilty of negligence per se 
where he failed to yield the right-of-way to a 
pedestrian crossing at an intersection and 
thereby struck and injured him. Hunter v. Sta- 
cey, 24 Tenn. App. 158, 141 S.W.2d 921, 1940 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 23 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1940). 


3. Duty of Pedestrian. 

A crossing pedestrian must yield the right-of- 
way whenever ordinary care requires that he 
do so in order to avoid collision with an ap- 
proaching vehicle. De Rossett v. Malone, 34 
Tenn. App. 451, 239 S.W.2d 366, 1950 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 159 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1950). 


4, Contributory Negligence. 

Where three persons were lawfully crossing 
the street and two stopped in the center of the 
street to let a bus pass but the other walked in 
front of the bus and was struck and killed, it 
was for the jury to say if the deceased was 
negligent. Tri-State Transit Co. v. Duffey, 27 
Tenn. App. 731, 173 S.W.2d 706, 1940 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 97 (1940). 

Where a pedestrian without looking at- 
tempted to cross a four lane street on which 


there was a constant stream of very heavy 
traffic and in so doing ran into the side of a car 
and was injured, and even though he may have 
had the right-of-way did not act as a reasonable 
man and, hence, was negligent and could not 
recover for his injuries. Zamora v. Shappley, 27 
Tenn. App. 768, 173 S.W.2d 721, 1941 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 151 (1941). 

Where pedestrian was struck by ambulance 
while crossing in middle of bridge after looking 
both ways and seeing no approaching traffic, 
his contributory negligence was question for 
jury. J. Avery Bryan, Inc. v. Hubbard, 32 Tenn. 
App. 648, 225 S.W.2d 282, 1949 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 114 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1949). 

Whether or not pedestrian was guilty of con- 
tributory negligence in crossing street between 
intersections at night was question for jury. De 
Rossett v. Malone, 34 Tenn. App. 451, 239 
S.W.2d 366, 1950 Tenn. App. LEXIS 159 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1950). 


5. Pedestrian Outside of Crosswalk. 

Pedestrian was not barred from recovering 
damages when struck by speeding car making 
sharp left turn though at time of accident 
pedestrian had left crosswalk to walk behind 
parked car which partially blocked crosswalk. 
Coffee v. Logan, 37 Tenn. App. 265, 262 S.W.2d 
82, 1953 Tenn. App. LEXIS 85 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1953). 


6. —Driver’s Responsibility. 

A pedestrian who undertakes to cross a street 
or highway at any point other than a pedes- 
trian crossing, crosswalk or intersection must 
yield the right-of-way to vehicles, however this 
did not relieve the driver of a vehicle of the duty 
of maintaining a reasonable lookout for pedes- 
trians between intersections. Seahorn v. Karr, 
35 Tenn. App. 38, 242 S.W.2d 331, 1951 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 112 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1951). 


55-8-136. Drivers to exercise due care. 


(a) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this chapter, every driver of 


a vehicle shall exercise due care to avoid colliding with any pedestrian upon 
any roadway, and shall give warning by sounding the horn when necessary, 
and shall exercise proper precaution upon observing any child or any confused 
or incapacitated person upon a roadway. 

(b) Notwithstanding any speed limit or zone in effect at the time, or 
right-of-way rules that may be applicable, every driver of a vehicle shall 
exercise due care by operating the vehicle at a safe speed, by maintaining a 
safe lookout, by keeping the vehicle under proper control and by devoting full 
time and attention to operating the vehicle, under the existing circumstances 
as necessary in order to be able to see and to avoid endangering life, limb or 
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property and to see and avoid colliding with any other vehicle or person, or any 
road sign, guard rail or any fixed object either legally using or legally parked 
or legally placed, upon any roadway, within or beside the roadway right-of-way 


including, but not limited to, any adjacent sidewalk, bicycle lane, shoulder or 


berm. 


(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329,..§ 35; T\C.A,, § 59-836; 
Acts 2005, ch. 198, § 1; 2011, ch. 192, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Forms (Robinson, Ramsey and 
Harwell), No. 1-8-5. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Accidents themselves does not automatically 
mean that a motorist breached his or her duty 
of care under T.C.A. 55-8-136. An accident is 


evidence of the motorist’s lack of due care only 
if the motorist failed to act as a reasonably 
prudent person would have acted under the 
existing circumstances. OAG 13-68, 2013 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 67 (8/23/13). 

Even during periods of low visibility, a mo- 
torist’s duty of care is governed by the reason- 
able-person standard. If a reasonable person 
would adjust his or her driving habits in order 
to meet the requirements of T.C.A. § 55-8-136, 
the motorist must do the same. However, the 
adjustments necessary to meet the minimum 
level of reasonable care will vary depending 
upon individual circumstances. OAG 13-68, 
2013 Tenn. AG LEXIS 67 (8/23/13). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Construction. 
2. Heightened Standard of Care. 
3. Evidence Insufficient. 


1. Construction. 

T.C.A. § 55-8-136 and T.C.A. § 55-8-135, 
when read together do not amount to a legisla- 
tive declaration that anytime there is a pedes- 
trian/vehicle collision the driver is presumed 
primarily at fault. Norman v. Prather, 971 
S.W.2d 398, 1997 Tenn. App. LEXIS 923 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1997). 

Tennessee state legislature intended for this 
section to require each element to be proven 
with sufficient evidence, beyond a reasonable 
doubt, in order to find a defendant in violation 
of failing to exercise due care. State v. White- 
side, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 434 (Tenn. Crim. App. July 16, 2019). 


2. Heightened Standard of Care. 
Although the driver’s duty was not limitless, 


the trial court erred in determining that the 
child’s act of running into the street “elimi- 
nated” the heightened standard of care. Be- 
cause the child at issue and the other children 
were not accompanied by an adult and their 
presence was visible and known to the driver, 
the law imposed upon the driver a heightened 
duty of care to take into account childish in- 
stincts and impulsive behavior, and to take 
precautions accordingly. Eden W. ex rel. Evans 
v. Tarr, 517 S.W.3d 691, 2015 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
314 (Tenn. Ct. App. May 8, 2015). 


3. Evidence Insufficient. 

Evidence was insufficient to support defen- 
dant’s conviction of failure to exercise due care 
because there was insufficient evidence to 
prove that he was driving at an unsafe speed, 
as the trooper was not present at the time of the 
accident and the State failed to put on any proof 
of the speed defendant was traveling when his 
car wrecked. State v. Whiteside, — S.W.3d —, 
2019 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 434 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. July 16, 2019). 


55-8-137. Pedestrians to use right half of crosswalks. 


Pedestrians shall move, whenever practicable, upon the right half of 


crosswalks. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 36; T.C.A., § 59-837. 


55-8-138. Pedestrians on roadways. 


(a) Except as provided in this section, where sidewalks are provided, it is 
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unlawful for any pedestrian to walk or use a wheelchair along and upon an 
adjacent roadway. 

(b) Where sidewalks are not provided or are obstructed, any pedestrian 
walking along and upon a highway shall, when practicable, walk only on the 
left side of the roadway or its shoulder facing traffic that may approach from 
the opposite direction. 

(c) Where sidewalks are not provided, are obstructed or are not wheelchair 
accessible, any person using a wheelchair along and upon a highway shall, 
when practicable, use the wheelchair on the left side of the roadway or its 
shoulder facing traffic that may approach from the opposite direction; pro- 
vided, that a person using a wheelchair along and upon a highway may use the 
wheelchair on the right side of the roadway or its shoulder if it is convenient 


or reasonably necessary for travel by the person. 
(d) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 37; T.C.A., § 59-838; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2008, ch. 1144, § 3. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
hl. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 


tomobiles, §§ 2, 11; 23 Tenn. Juris., Streets and 
Highways, § 22. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Pedestrian and vehicular use of marked bi- 
cycle lanes. OAG 14-13, 2014 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
14 (1/23/14). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Application. 
2. Negligence Per Se. 


1. Application. 

Provision that the pedestrian must walk on 
the left side of the roadway facing traffic ap- 
plies to the shoulder of the highway as well as 
the paved surface. Woods v. Meacham, 46 Tenn. 
App. 711, 333 S.W.2d 567, 1959 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 124 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1959). 


2. Negligence Per Se. 
Person helping to push a disabled motorcycle 


along the right side of the highway was a 
pedestrian and violation of subsection (b) con- 
stituted negligence per se which would prevent 
recovery of damages for wrongful death of such 
person by being struck by automobile if such 
negligence was the proximate cause or proxi- 
mate contributing cause of the accident. Spain 
v. Livingston, 59 Tenn. App. 346, 440 S.W.2d 
805, 1968 Tenn. App. LEXIS 352, 45 A.L.R.3d 
652 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 


55-8-139. Limitations on where person may stand along roadway. 


(a) No person shall stand in a roadway for the purpose of soliciting a ride or 
employment from the occupant of any vehicle. 

(b) No person shall stand on or in proximity to a street or highway for the 
purpose of soliciting the watching or guarding of any vehicle while parked or 
about to be parked on a street or highway. 

(c) No person shall loiter or conduct any commercial activity in, or in 
proximity to, the median of a state highway. 


(d) Subsection (c) does not apply to: 


(1) Employees of, or agents, contractors, or other persons under contract 
with, or acting on behalf of, the department of transportation; and 
(2) Employees of, or agents, contractors, or other persons who are under 
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contract with, or acting on behalf of, a county, municipality, or other political 

subdivision of this state or a utility, and who are permitted by the depart- 

ment of transportation to stand or conduct any activity in, or in proximity to, 

the median of a state highway. 

(e) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor; except, that a 
person who violates subsection (c) shall receive a warning citation for a first 
offense. 


History. of pedestrians and operators and passengers of 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 38; T.C.A., § 59-839; motor vehicles, see Acts 2019, ch. 184. 


Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2019, ch. 184, § 1. 
Cross-References. 


Compiler’s Notes. Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
For the Preamble to the act concerning safety 111. 


55-8-140. Required position and method of turning at intersections. 


The driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection shall do so as 
follows: 

(1) Right Turns. Both the approach for a right turn and a right turn 
shall be made as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the 
roadway; 

(2) Left Turns on Two-way Roadways. At any intersection where 
traffic is permitted to move in both directions on each roadway entering the 
intersection, an approach for a left turn shall be made in that portion of the 
right half of the roadway nearest the center line thereof and by passing to 
the right of the center line where it enters the intersection, and after 
entering the intersection the left turn shall be made so as to leave the 
intersection to the right of the center line of the roadway being entered. 
Whenever practicable, the left turn shall be made in that portion of the 
intersection to the left of the center of the intersection; 

(3) Left Turns on Other Than Two-way Roadways. At any intersec- 
tion where traffic is restricted to one (1) direction on one (1) or more of the 
roadways, the driver of a vehicle intending to turn left at any such 
intersection shall approach the intersection in the extreme left-hand lane 
lawfully available to traffic moving in the direction of travel of the driver’s 
vehicle, and after entering the intersection, the left turn shall be made so as 
to leave the intersection, as nearly as practicable, in the left-hand lane 
lawfully available to traffic moving in that direction upon the roadway being 
entered; 

(4) Local Instructions. Local authorities in their respective jurisdic- 
tions may cause markers, buttons or signs to be placed within or adjacent to 
intersections and thereby require and direct that a different course from that 
specified in this section be traveled by vehicles turning at an intersection, 
and when markers, buttons or signs are so placed, no driver of a vehicle shall 
turn a vehicle at an intersection other than as directed and required by those 
markers, buttons or signs; and 

(5) Two-way Left Turn Lanes. Where a special lane for making left 
turns by drivers proceeding in opposite directions has been established: 

(A) A left turn shall not be made from any other lane unless a vehicle 
cannot safely enter the turn lane; 
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(B) A vehicle shall not be driven in the left turn lane except when 
preparing for or making a left turn from or into the roadway; 

(C) A vehicle shall not use the left turn lane solely for the purpose of 
passing another vehicle; 

(D) A vehicle shall not enter a left turn lane more than a safe distance 
from the point of the intended turn; 

(E) When any vehicle enters the turn lane, no other vehicle proceeding 
in an opposite direction shall enter that turn lane if that entrance would 
prohibit the vehicle already in the lane from making the intended turn; 
and 

(F) When vehicles enter the turn lane proceeding in opposite directions, 
the first vehicle to enter the lane shall have the right-of-way. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 39; T.C.A., § 59-840; 
Acts 1990, ch. 940, § 1. 


Attorney General Opinions. 
Two-Way Roads Provisions of Tenn. Code 


Ann. § 55-8-140. OAG 15-32, 2015 Tenn. AG 
LEXIS 32 (4/8/15). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Degrees of Negligence. 

Driver of automobile who made right turn 
out of center of three lanes without looking to 
rear but after signaling and under mistaken 
impression that third lane was for emergency 
and parking only was guilty of negligence per 
se but was not barred from recovery against 
truck driver who was guilty of gross negligence 
in striking automobile in rear while driving 
truck with 20 to 25 ton load through school zone 
at 40 to 45 miles per hour without proper 
lookout and without having truck under proper 
control. Bennett v. Woodard, 60 Tenn. App. 20, 


444 §.W.2d 89, 1969 Tenn. App. LEXIS 304 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1969). 

In an action by passengers against the driver 
of a private automobile in which they were 
riding and a police officer, assignment of 75 
percent of the fault to the driver and 25 percent 
to the police officer was proper where the offi- 
cer, responding to a call, crossed the centerline 
when entering an intersection against the light, 
and the driver failed to execute a left turn 
properly and did not yield to the police vehicle. 
Wright v. City of Knoxville, 898 S.W.2d 177, 
1995 Tenn. LEXIS 180 (Tenn. 1995). 


DECISIONS UNDER PRIOR LAW 


Analysis 


. Negligence in Turning. 
. Left Turns. 
. Driving to Right of Center Line. 


mm WHE 


. Negligence in Turning. 

It was not negligent for a driver, while pre- 
paring for a right turn and giving the proper 
signal therefor, to turn slightly to the left in 
order to get more clearance for the right turn. 
Dillon v. Carter, 18 Tenn. App. 176, 74 S.W.2d 
391, 1933 Tenn. App. LEXIS 110 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1933). 

Driver was not guilty of contributory negli- 
gence where she attempted to pass truck at an 
intersection and was hit by the truck when its 
driver without warning, suddenly turned left to 
enter side road, since passing at intersection 
though negligence per se was not the proximate 
cause of the collision. Adams v. Brown, 37 Tenn. 


App. 258, 262 S.W.2d 79, 1953 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 84 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1953). 


2. Left Turns. 

A provision which prohibited “making a left 
turn without passing to the right of the center 
point of the intersection” was not to be arbi- 
trarily and invariably construed as a geometri- 
cal proposition, and where there was an irregu- 
lar or abnormal intersection, the correct rule 
was that all persons using such intersection 
must take notice of the irregularity and exer- 
cise reasonable care under the circumstances. 
Holt v. Walsh, 180 Tenn. 307, 174 S.W.2d 657, 
1943 Tenn. LEXIS 57 (1943). 

Where the evidence was to the effect that the 
driver of an automobile would have collided 
with telegraph messenger on bicycle in any 
event, the question of whether the messenger 
violated the provisions of a section against 
“making a left turn without passing to the right 
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of the center of the intersection” was immate- 
rial in a suit against the driver of the automo- 
bile for damages arising out of the collision. 
Holt v. Walsh, 180 Tenn. 307, 174 S.W.2d 657, 
1943 Tenn. LEXIS 57 (19438). 

Violation by the defendant as to the manner 
of executing a left turn at an intersection, did 
not constitute proximate cause, as the manifest 
intendment of such provision was to regulate 
opposing traffic through the designation of 
channel patterns and to afford protection to 
pedestrians. Oder v. Parks, 34 Tenn. App. 303, 
237 S.W.2d 571, 1948 Tenn. App. LEXIS 136 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1948). 

In an automobile accident suit, there was 
sufficient evidence from which the jury could 
determine that a bus driver was negligent in 
hitting the plaintiffs car which was turning left 
over the bus’s lane of traffic. Southern Coach 
Lines, Inc. v. Ball, 35 Tenn. App. 587, 250 
S.W.2d 104, 1952 Tenn. App. LEXIS 80 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1952). 


3. Driving to Right of Center Line. 
The regulation that one shall drive to the 
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right of the center line of the street was de- 
signed to avoid collisions and if one neglects it 
and an accident follows an explanation of the 
occurrence begins with a presumption against 
him. Evansville Container Corp. v. McDonald, 
132 F.2d 80, 1942 U.S. App. LEXIS 4629 (6th 
Cir. Tenn. 1942); Hopper v. United States, 122 
F. Supp. 181, 1953 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 2030 (E.D. 
Tenn. 1953), affd, 214 F.2d 129, 1954 U.S. App. 
LEXIS 2664 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1954). 

In an automobile accident suit, it was for the 
jury to determine from the evidence whether 
the defendant was driving on his right side of 
the street or not and if he was on his right side 
whether he was driving reasonably or not, 
likewise it was for the jury to determine if the 
failure of the plaintiff to drive on his right side 
was contributory negligence or not and if this 
failure was the proximate cause of the accident. 
Evansville Container Corp. v. McDonald, 132 
F.2d 80, 1942 U.S. App. LEXIS 4629 (6th Cir. 
Tenn. 1942). 


55-8-141. Turning on curve or crest of grade prohibited — Penalty. 


(a) No vehicle shall be turned so as to proceed in the opposite direction upon 
any curve, or upon the approach to or near the crest of a grade, where the 
vehicle cannot be seen by the driver of any other vehicle approaching from 
either direction within five hundred feet (500’). 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 40; T.C.A., § 59-841; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Lit: 


55-8-142. Turning movements — Signal for stop or decrease in speed. 


(a) No person shall turn a vehicle at an intersection unless the vehicle is in 
proper position upon the roadway as required in § 55-8-140, or turn a vehicle 
to enter a private road or driveway, or otherwise turn a vehicle from a direct 
course or move right or left upon a roadway, unless and until this movement 
can be made with reasonable safety. No person shall so turn any vehicle 
without giving an appropriate signal in the manner provided in §§ 55-8-143 
and 55-8-144 in the event any other traffic may be affected by this movement. 

(b) No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle without 
first giving an appropriate signal in the manner provided herein to the driver 
of any vehicle immediately to the rear when there is opportunity to give this 


signal. 


History. Law Reviews. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 42; T.C.A., § 59-842. Negligence — Duty When Parked Car Enters 
Mextheeites, Highway — Remote Contributory Negligence, 


Tennessee Forms (Robinson, Ramsey and 
Harwell), Nos. 1-8-2, 1-8.05-1. 


31 Tenn. L. Rev. 536. 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Questions of Fact. 

. Duty of Drivers. 

. Degrees of Negligence. 
. Violations. 


mon 


1. Questions of Fact. 

Evidence that collision occurred when plain- 
tiffs vehicle after proceeding north at approxi- 
mately 30 miles per hour made left turn into 
private driveway in front of defendant’s vehicle 
which was approaching approximately 500 feet 
away on two-lane highway at approximately 50 
miles per hour from the opposite direction pre- 
sented question of fact for the jury as to 
whether plaintiff could have made such turn 
with reasonable safety and as to whether de- 
fendant could assume that plaintiff would let 


_ him pass before turning. Hampton v. Padgett, 


57 Tenn. App. 1, 414 S.W.2d 12, 1967 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 225 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 


2. Duty of Drivers. 

Where a left turn is being made the respec- 
tive duties of the affected motorists are set out 
in this section and §§ 55-8-123, 55-8-129, 55-8- 
143, 55-8-144. Hawthorne v. Lankes, 58 Tenn. 
App. 397, 430 S.W.2d 803, 1968 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 303 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 


3. Degrees of Negligence. 
Driver of automobile who made right turn 
out of center of three lanes without looking to 


55-8-143. Signals for turns. 


rear but after signaling and under mistaken 
impression that third lane was for emergency 
and parking only was guilty of negligence per 
se but was not barred from recovery against 
truck driver who was guilty of gross negligence 
in striking automobile in rear while driving 
truck with 20 to 25 ton load through school zone 
at 40 to 45 miles per hour without proper 
lookout and without having truck under proper 
control. Bennett v. Woodard, 60 Tenn. App. 20, 
444 §.W.2d 89, 1969 Tenn. App. LEXIS 304 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1969). 


4, Violations. 

Where plaintiff turned into a gas station from 
a highway without being aware of defendant’s 
car approaching from the opposite direction 
behind a truck which had also turned into the 
gas station, plaintiff was in violation of this 
section and therefore negligent. Provost v. 
Smith, 308 F. Supp. 1175, 1969 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 8936 (E.D. Tenn. 1969). 

Undertaking to turn without looking to the 
rear is a violation of this section and is, there- 
fore, negligence per se. Kelley v. Johnson, 796 
S.W.2d 155, 1990 Tenn. App. LEXIS 406 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1990). 

Defendant was validly stopped following a 
traffic violation where the testimony at the 
suppression hearing indicated that there was 
an oncoming car that could have been affected 
by her turn and defendant failed to use her turn 
signal. State v. Cox, 171 S.W.3d 174, 2005 Tenn. 
LEXIS 683 (Tenn. 2005). 


(a) Every driver who intends to start, stop or turn, or partly turn from a 
direct line, shall first see that that movement can be made in safety, and 
whenever the operation of any other vehicle may be affected by such move- 
ment, shall give a signal required in this section, plainly visible to the driver 
of the other vehicle of the intention to make such movement. 

(b) The signal required in this section shall be given by means of the hand 
and arm, or by some mechanical or electrical device approved by the depart- 
ment of safety, in the manner specified in this section. Whenever the signal is 
given by means of the hand and arm, the driver shall indicate the intention to 
start, stop, or turn, or partly turn, by extending the hand and arm from and 
beyond the left side of the vehicle, in the following manner: 

(1) For left turn, or to pull to the left, the arm shall be extended in a 
horizontal position straight from and level with the shoulder; 

(2) For right turn, or pull to the right, the arm shall be extended upward; 
and 

(3) For slowing down or to stop, the arm shall be extended downward. 

(c) These signals shall be given continuously for a distance of at least fifty 
feet (50') before stopping, turning, partly turning, or materially altering the 
course of the vehicle. 
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(d) Drivers having once given a hand, electrical or mechanical device signal, 
must continue the course thus indicated, unless they alter the original signal 
and take care that drivers of vehicles and pedestrians have seen and are aware 
of the change. 

(e) Drivers receiving a signal from another driver shall keep their vehicles 
under complete control and shall be able to avoid an accident resulting from a 
misunderstanding of the signal. 

(f) Drivers of vehicles, standing or stopped at the curb or edge before moving 
these vehicles, shall give signals of their intention to move into traffic, as 
provided in this section, before turning in the direction the vehicle shall 


proceed from the curb. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 41; T-C.A., § 59-843. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Forms (Robinson, Ramsey and 
Harwell), Nos. 1-8-2, 1-8.05-1. 


Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 9, 10. 


Attorney General Opinions. 


City police escort for funeral processions, 
OAG 06-0638, 2006 Tenn. AG LEXIS 64 (4/7/06). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Failure to Give Signal. 

. Duty of Vehicle in Rear. 

. Proximate Cause. 

Duty of Drivers. 

. Reasonable Suspicion Found. 


me om wD ee 


. Failure to Give Signal. 

Defendant mail carrier was negligent where, 
after parking on shoulder of the highway, he 
drove slowly forward and failed to signal his 
intention to move into traffic before turning in 
the direction of his intended course, as required 
under subsection (f), and in moving his automo- 
bile to the left on the roadway when such 
movement could not be made with reasonable 
safety, as required by § 55-8-142. Cline v. 
United States, 214 F. Supp. 66, 1962 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 3269 (E.D. Tenn. 1962). 

Where officer who stopped defendant testi- 
fied that no vehicle was adversely affected by 
defendant’s failure to signal, defendant did not 
violate T.C.A. § 55-8-143. United States v. Ol- 
son, 59 F. Supp. 2d 725, 1999 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 
12355 (M.D. Tenn. 1999). 

The only time a driver must signal before 
changing lanes appears to be when that change 
will affect other vehicles. State v. Smith, 21 
S.W.3d 251, 1999 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 1197 
(Tenn. Crim. App. 1999). 

Defendant was validly stopped following a 
traffic violation where the testimony at the 
suppression hearing indicated that there was 
an oncoming car that could have been affected 
by her turn and defendant failed to use her turn 
signal. State v. Cox, 171 S.W.3d 174, 2005 Tenn. 
LEXIS 683 (Tenn. 2005). 


2. Duty of Vehicle in Rear. 
If there was contributory negligence of plain- 


tiff motorist in a collision which injured him 
and his wife, who owned the automobile and 
was riding as a passenger therein, such would 
bar recovery, both for his own injuries and for 
the wrongful death of his wife, whose right of 
action passed to him at her death. Cline v. 
United States, 214 F. Supp. 66, 1962 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 3269 (E.D. Tenn. 1962). 

Motorist, who skidded into the path of an 
oncoming truck in trying to avoid defendant’s 
rural mail carrier who negligently drove onto 
the highway in his path, was subject to reduc- 
tion in damages awarded, where his own neg- 
ligence contributed remotely to the accident; 
and he was entitled to damages of $4,575.45 for 
his own injuries and $41,238.32 plus $600 
property damage for death of his 24 year old 
wife who had a weekly income of $76.00 and 
had suffered intense pain between accident and 
death. Cline v. United States, 214 F. Supp. 66, 
1962 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 3269 (E.D. Tenn. 1962). 

Driver of automobile involved in collision 
with school bus who did not keep her vehicle 
under complete control in such a way as to 
avoid accident when she observed bus’s right 
turn signal in operation was guilty of proximate 
contributory negligence so as to bar recovery 
against driver of bus which allegedly negli- 
gently swung into left lane before turning. 
Smith v. Jarnagin, 58 Tenn. App. 668, 436 
S.W.2d 310, 1968 Tenn. App. LEXIS 320 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1968). 


3. Proximate Cause. 

A mail carrier, in omitting to recheck the 
relative positions of his parked automobile and 
that approaching him from the rear, and driv- 
ing slowly from the shoulder into the traffic 
lane, was negligent, and that negligence was 
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the procuring, efficient and predominant cause 
of the accident, close in causal connection, 
where the oncoming motorist realized too late 
that the mail carrier was entering the lane and, 
in trying to avoid a rear-end collision, swerved 
his automobile into the path of an approaching 
truck. Cline v. United States, 214 F. Supp. 66, 
1962 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 3269 (E.D. Tenn. 1962). 
In suit arising out of automobile accident, 
where plaintiff entered highway from private 
parkway, the question of whether plaintiffs 
failure to yield right-of-way or his failure to 
keep his car under control to avoid a misunder- 
standing of defendant’s signal of intention to 
turn right constituted the proximate cause of 
the collision was for the jury. Wilson v. Pender- 
graph, 53 Tenn. App. 489, 384 S.W.2d 57, 1964 
Tenn, App. LEXIS 115 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1964). 


4, Duty of Drivers. 

Where a left turn is being made, the respec- 
tive duties of the affected motorists are set out 
in this section and §§ 55-8-123, 55-8-129, 55-8- 
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142, and 55-8-144. Hawthorne v. Lankes, 58 
Tenn. App. 397, 430 S.W.2d 803, 1968 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 303 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 


5. Reasonable Suspicion Found. 

Trial court did not err by denying defendant’s 
motion to suppress because the officer had 
reasonable suspicion that defendant violated 
T.C.A. § 55-8-123(1), as the dash camera video 
showed that defendant crossed the center line 
dividing the highway and straddled the center 
line for approximately six seconds, and that 
defendant touched the fog line prior to crossing 
the center line. The officer also had reasonable 
suspicion that defendant violated this section 
because he did not initially use his left turn 
signal before moving into the second south- 
bound lane and therefore the officer was justi- 
fied in stopping defendant to investigate the 
reason for his lane departure. State v. Thomas, 
—§.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 592 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Aug. 8, 2018). 


55-8-144. Signals by hand and arm or signal device. 


(a) Any stop or turn signal required by this chapter shall be given either by 
means of the hand and arm or by a signal lamp or lamps or mechanical signal 
device approved by the department of safety as provided in § 55-8-143, except 
as otherwise provided in subsection (b). 

(b) Any motor vehicle in use on a highway shall be equipped with, and 
required signal shall be given by, a signal lamp or lamps or mechanical signal 
device approved by the department when the distance from the center of the 
top of the steering post to the left outside limit of the body, cab or load of the 
motor vehicle exceeds twenty-four inches (24”), or when the distance from the 
center of the top of the steering post to the rear limit of the body or load thereof 
exceeds fourteen feet (14'). The latter measurement shall apply to any single 
vehicle, also to any combination of vehicles. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 48; T.C.A., § 59-844. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Duty of Drivers. 129, 55-8-142, and 55-8-143. Hawthorne v. 


Where a left turn was being made, the re- 
spective duties of the affected motorists were 
set out in this section and §§ 55-8-123, 55-8- 


Lankes, 58 Tenn. App. 397, 430 S.W.2d 803, 
1968 Tenn. App. LEXIS 303 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1968). 


55-8-145. Obedience to signal indicating approach of train or other 
on-track equipment — Penalty. 


(a) Whenever any person driving a vehicle approaches a railroad grade 
crossing under any of the circumstances stated in this section, the driver of the 
vehicle shall stop within fifty feet (50') but not less than fifteen feet (15') from 
the nearest rail of the railroad, and shall not proceed until that driver can do 
so safely. These requirements shall apply when: 
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(1) A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device gives warning of 
the immediate approach of a railroad train or other on-track equipment, 
which shall mean any self-propelled machinery or vehicle traveling on a 
railroad track; 

(2) Acrossing gate is lowered or when a human flagger gives or continues 
to give a signal of the approach or passage of a railroad train or other 
on-track equipment; 

(3) A railroad train or other on-track equipment approaching within 
approximately one thousand five hundred feet (1,500') of the highway 
crossing emits a signal audible from such distance and the railroad train or 
other on-track equipment, by reason of its speed or nearness to the crossing, 


is an immediate hazard; or 


(4) An approaching railroad train or other on-track equipment is plainly 
visible and is in hazardous proximity to the crossing. 

(b) No person shall drive any vehicle through, around or under any crossing 

gate or barrier at a railroad crossing while the gate or barrier is closed or is 


being opened or closed. 


(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 44; T.C.A., § 59-845; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2012, ch. 588, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111; 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 9, 10. 


Law Reviews. 

Railroad Tort Liability: A Symposium — Li- 
ability Aspects of Non-F. E. L. A. Litigation, 25 
Tenn. L. Rev. 125. 


DECISIONS UNDER PRIOR LAW 


Analysis 


. Application. 

. Reliance on Warning Devices. 
. Contributory Negligence. 

. Gross Negligence. 

. Duty of Guest. 


=e OP WNE 


. Application. 

The former, similar section, as enacted by 
Acts 1917, ch. 36, was intended to prevent 
collisions of railroad trains and automobiles at 
grade crossings and to protect those riding on 
railroad trains and in automobiles. It was not 
enacted for the protection of those using public 
highways, either at the point where the high- 
way happened to cross a railroad track at grade 
or elsewhere. Carter v. Redmond, 142 Tenn. 
258, 218 S.W. 217, 1919 Tenn. LEXIS 54 (1920). 

If a person driving an automobile observed 
the statute, it was scarcely possible that a 
collision between his car and the side of a train 
could ever result. Southern R. Co. v. Simpson, 

149 Tenn. 458, 261 S.W. 677, 1923 Tenn. LEXIS 
106 (1924). 


Section 2683 of 1932 Code applied under two 
conditions only: (1) when a signal warned of the 
approach of a train; or (2) when the crossing 
had been designated by the highway depart- 
ment as “a particularly dangerous crossing.” 
Illinois C. R. Co. v. Sigler, 122 F.2d 279, 1941 
U.S. App. LEXIS 2953 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1941). 

Law requiring stops at railroad crossing ap- 
plied only when a signal warned of the ap- 
proach of the train and the crossing had been 
designated by the highway department as “a 
particularly dangerous crossing.” Nashville, C. 
& S. L. Ry. v. Barnes, 177 Tenn. 690, 152 S.W.2d 
1023, 1941 Tenn. LEXIS 22 (1941). 


2. Reliance on Warning Devices. 

A motorist was not entitled to rely solely 
upon the fact that an automatic warning device 
at a railroad crossing was not in operation 
although this fact might have had some effect 
in relieving the motorist of contributory negli- 
gence and was to be considered by the jury in 
determining such issue. Southern R. Co. v. 
Penley, 175 Tenn. 380, 134 S.W.2d 177, 1939 
Tenn. LEXIS 50 (1939). 
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3. Contributory Negligence. 

Failure of an automobile driver to stop before 
proceeding over a railroad crossing was con- 
tributory negligence that should be taken into 
consideration by the jury in mitigation of dam- 
ages. Stricklin v. Louisville & N.R.R., 2 Tenn. 
App. 141, 1926 Tenn. App. LEXIS 18 (1926). 


4. Gross Negligence. 

Driving an automobile upon a railroad track, 
contrary to the provisions of a statute of this 
character, was gross negligence, and if such 
conduct was the proximate cause of a collision, 
it should always be charged to plaintiff in 
mitigation of damages, and in extreme cases 
might reduce the recovery to nominal damages; 
but the violation of the statute by plaintiff could 
not be set up as together excusing the railroad 
from its imperative duty to observe statute 
intended to protect life and property. Tennessee 
C. R. Co. v. Page, 153 Tenn. 84, 282 S.W. 376, 
1925 Tenn. LEXIS 7 (1926); Southern Ry. v. 
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Brubeck, 6 Tenn. App. 493, 1927 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 173 (1927). 


5. Duty of Guest. 

One riding in an automobile as a guest could 
not rely upon the care and vigilance of the 
driver to the extent of relieving himself from 
the exercise of reasonable precaution for his 
own safety. Louisville & N. R. R. Co. v. Ander- 
son, 159 Tenn. 55, 15 S.W.2d 753, 1928 Tenn. 
LEXIS 62 (1929). 

A guest in an automobile could be guilty of 
negligence as a matter of law in not discovering 
the peril at a railroad crossing and advising the 
driver thereof, in time to avoid accident. Louis- 
ville & N. R. R. Co. v. Anderson, 159 Tenn. 55, 
15 S.W.2d 753, 1928 Tenn. LEXIS 62 (1929). 

Where unlighted freight car suddenly ap- 
peared in front of automobile with no opportu- 
nity for driver to stop car a guest was not 
required to warn driver to stop. Gulf, M. & O. R. 
Co. v. Underwood, 182 Tenn. 467, 187 S.W.2d 
777, 1945 Tenn. LEXIS 242 (1945). 


55-8-146. All vehicles must stop at certain railroad grade crossings — 
Statutes not to affect common law right of recovery — 


Penalty. 


(a) The department of transportation, and local authorities, with the ap- 
proval of the department, are authorized to designate particularly dangerous 
highway grade crossings of railroads and to erect stop signs at those locations. 
When stop signs are erected, the driver of any vehicle shall stop within fifty 
feet (50’) but not less than fifteen feet (15’) from the nearest rail of the railroad 
and shall proceed only upon exercising due care. 

(b) None of the provisions of §§ 55-8-145 — 55-8-147 shall be construed as 
abridging or in any way affecting the common law right of recovery of litigants 
in damage suits that may be pending or brought against any railroad company 


or other common carrier. 


(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 45; impl. am. Acts 1959, 
ch. 9, § 3; impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, § 7; 
T.C.A., § 59-846; Acts 1981, ch. 261, § 12; 
1989, ch. 591, § 1138. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 12, 13. 


Law Reviews. 
Look Out Ahead — Tennessee Grade Cross- 
ings, 23 Tenn. L. Rev. 865. 


DECISIONS UNDER PRIOR LAW 


1. Relation to Common Law. 

In view of the express provisions of former 
§ 2684 of the 1932 Code if for no other reason, 
the law could not be held to enlarge the com- 


mon law right of action of a plaintiff injured in 
a motor vehicle at a railroad crossing. Southern 
R. Co. v. Penley, 175 Tenn. 380, 134 S.W.2d 177, 
1939 Tenn. LEXIS 50 (1939). 
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55-8-147. Certain vehicles must stop at all railroad grade crossings. 


(a) The driver of any motor vehicle carrying passengers for hire, or of any 
school bus whether or not the school bus is carrying any school child, or of any 
vehicle carrying explosive substances or flammable liquids as a cargo or part of 
a cargo, before crossing at grade any track or tracks of a railroad, shall stop the 
vehicle within fifty feet (50’) but not less than fifteen feet (15') from the nearest 
rail of the railroad, and while so stopped shall listen and look in both directions 
along the track for any approaching train, and for signals indicating the 
approach of a train, except as provided in this section, and shall not proceed 
until the driver can do so safely. After stopping as required in this section and 
upon proceeding when it is safe to do so, the driver of any such vehicle shall 
cross only in such gear of the vehicle that there will be no necessity for 
changing gears while traversing the crossing and the driver shall not shift 
gears while crossing the track or tracks. 

(b) No stop need be made at any crossing where a police officer or a 
traffic-control signal directs traffic to proceed. 

(c) A violation of subsection (a) is a Class B misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 46; T.C.A., § 59-847; Penalty for Class B misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591.8 113;, 1991, ch, 134, $013) "717. 
BOOTS CNS fa. SL 


55-8-148. Moving heavy equipment at railroad grade crossings. 


(a) No person shall operate or move any crawler-type tractor, steam shovel, 
derrick, roller, or any equipment or structure having a normal operating speed 
of ten (10) or less miles per hour or a vertical body or load clearance of less than 
one-half inch (4") per foot of the distance between any two (2) adjacent axles 
or in any event of less than nine inches (9”), measured above the level surface 
of a roadway, upon or across any tracks at a railroad grade crossing without 
first complying with this section. 

(b) Before making any such crossing, the person operating or moving the 
vehicle or equipment described in subsection (a) shall first stop the same not 
less than fifteen feet (15') nor more than fifty feet (50') from the nearest rail of 
such railroad, and while so stopped shall listen and look in both directions 
along the track for any approaching train and for signals indicating the — 
approach of a train, and shall not proceed until the crossing can be made safely. 

(c) No such crossing shall be made when warning is given by automatic 
signal or crossing gates or a flagger or otherwise of the immediate approach of 
a railroad train or car. If a flagger is provided by the railroad, movement over 
the crossing shall be made under the flagger’s direction. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 47; T.C.A., § 59-848. 


55-8-149. Requirements for stop signs — Vehicles and streetcars must 
stop at stop signs — Penalty. 


(a) Every stop sign shall bear the word “Stop” in letters not less than eight 
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inches (8”) in height and the sign shall at nighttime be rendered luminous by 
steady or flashing internal illumination, or by a fixed floodlight projected on 
the face of the sign, or by efficient reflecting elements on the face of the sign. 

(b) Every stop sign shall be erected as near as practicable to the nearest line 
of the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, if there is no crosswalk, 
then as close as practicable to the nearest line of the roadway. 

(c) Every driver of a vehicle and every operator of a streetcar approaching a 
stop sign shall stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the 
intersection, or in the event there is no crosswalk, shall stop at a clearly 
marked stop line, but if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting 
roadway where the driver or operator has a view of approaching traffic on the 
intersecting roadway before entering the intersection, except when directed to 
proceed by a police officer or traffic control signal. 

(d) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 48; T.C.A., § 59-849; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118. 111. 


55-8-150. Emerging from alley, driveway or building. 


The driver of a vehicle within a business or residence district emerging from 
an alley, driveway or building shall stop the vehicle immediately prior to 
driving onto a sidewalk or onto the sidewalk area extending across any 
alleyway or driveway, and shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian as 
may be necessary to avoid collision, and upon entering the roadway shall yield 
the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching on the roadway. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 49; T.C.A., § 59-850. 


55-8-151. Overtaking and passing school, youth or church bus — 
Markings — Discharging passengers — Penalties — Instal- 
lation of cameras on school buses. 


(a)(1) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway, upon meeting or overtaking 
from either direction any school bus that has stopped on the highway for the 
purpose of receiving or discharging any school children, shall stop the 
vehicle before reaching the school bus, and the driver shall not proceed until 
the school bus resumes motion or is signaled by the school bus driver to 
proceed or the visual signals are no longer actuated. Subsection (a) shall also 
apply to a school bus with lights flashing and stop sign extended and marked 
in accordance with this subsection (a) that is stopped upon property owned, 
operated, or used by a school or educational institution, if the bus is stopped 
for the purpose of receiving or discharging any school children outside a 
protected loading zone. 

(2) All motor vehicles used in transporting school children to and from 
school in this state are required to be distinctly marked “School Bus” on the 
front and rear thereof in letters of not less than six inches (6”) in height, and 
so plainly written or printed and so arranged as to be legible to persons 
approaching the school bus, whether traveling in the same or opposite 
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direction. 

(3)(A) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with separate roadways 

need not stop upon meeting or passing a school bus that is on a different 

roadway or when upon a controlled-access highway and the school bus is 
stopped in a loading zone that is a part of or adjacent to the highway and 
where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the roadway. 

(B) For the purpose of this subsection (a), “separate roadways” means 
roadways divided by an intervening space that is not suitable to vehicular 
traffic. 

(4) Except as otherwise provided by subdivisions (a)(1)-(3), the school bus 
driver is required to stop the school bus on the right-hand side of the road or 
highway, and the driver shall cause the bus to remain stationary and the 
visual stop signs on the bus actuated, until all school children who should be 
discharged from the bus have been so discharged and until all children 
whose destination causes them to cross the road or highway at that place 
have negotiated the crossing. 

(5)(A) It is a Class C misdemeanor for any person to fail to comply with 

any provision of this subsection (a) other than the requirement that a 

motor vehicle stop upon approaching a school bus. 

(B) It is a Class A misdemeanor punishable only by a fine of not less 
than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000) for any person to fail to comply with the provision of this 
subsection (a) requiring a motor vehicle to stop upon approaching a school 
bus. 

(6) Subdivisions (a)(1)-(5) shall not be applicable to the vehicles of street 
railway companies, as defined in § 65-16-101 [repealed], while those ve- 
hicles are being used for the transportation of school children within a 
municipality or its environs in the area over which a municipality or a 
municipal regulatory agency has regulatory jurisdiction under § 65-16-101 
[repealed]. 

(b) Local education agencies (LEAs) are authorized to display a sticker on 
the rear of school buses directing drivers to remain at a distance of at least one 
hundred feet (100') while the bus is in motion, except when lawfully overtaking 
and passing the school bus. The department of safety shall develop uniform 
standards for the stickers. 

(c)(1) Any local education agency (LEA) may purchase, install, operate, and 

maintain cameras on the exterior of school buses, or may enter into a 

contract with a private vendor to purchase, install, operate, and maintain 

cameras on the exterior of school buses on behalf of the LEA, for the purpose 
of recording images of motor vehicles that are in violation of subdivision 

(a)(1) for failing to stop upon approaching a school bus. 

(2) An LEA that installs cameras on the exterior of school buses in 
accordance with subdivision (c)(1) shall enter into a memorandum of 
understanding with local law enforcement for the preservation of evidence 
from a camera. Only POST-certified or state-commissioned law enforcement 
officers are authorized to review evidence from a camera to determine 
whether a violation of subdivision (a)(1) has occurred. 

(3)(A) A first violation of subdivision (a)(1) that is based solely upon 

evidence from a camera that has been installed on the exterior of a school 
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bus is considered a nonmoving traffic violation. The registered owner of 
the motor vehicle is responsible for payment of any notice of violation or 
citation, not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00), for a first offense citation 
issued as the result of evidence from a camera; provided, that the owner is 
not responsible for the violation if the owner submits documentation in 
accordance with § 55-8-198(e). 

(B) A second or subsequent violation of subdivision (a)(1) that is based 
solely upon evidence from a camera that has been installed on the exterior 
of a school bus is a Class A misdemeanor punishable in accordance with 
subdivision (a)(5)(B); provided, that the state must meet the burden of 
proof set out in § 39-11-201, and the person charged has no burden to 
prove innocence. An owner is not responsible for the violation if the owner 
submits documentation in accordance with § 55-8-198(e). 

(4) Notices of violations or citations must be sent in accordance with 
§ 55-8-198(b)(1) to the registered owner of the vehicle that was captured by 
the camera. A citation based solely upon evidence obtained from a camera 
that has been installed on the exterior of a school bus is deemed invalid if the 
registration information of the motor vehicle for which the citation is issued 
is not consistent with the evidence recorded by the camera. 

(5) The notice of violation or citation must state the following: 

(A) The date, location, and time of the alleged violation; 

(B) The amount of the fine being assessed; and 

(C) The means by which the owner may elect to shift responsibility for 
the payment of the citation to the operator of the vehicle at the time of the 
alleged violation pursuant to this subdivision (c)(5). 

(6)(A) One hundred percent (100%) of the proceeds from any fine imposed 

by subdivision (c)(5)(A) that is based solely upon evidence obtained from a 

school bus camera shall be allocated to the LEA without being designated 

for any particular purpose. 

(B)G) The LEA may use the proceeds for the purpose of defraying the 

costs of purchasing, installing, operating, or maintaining the camera, or 

reimbursing or compensating the vendor with which the LEA contracted 
regarding the purchase, installation, operation, or maintenance of the 
camera. 

(ii) If the LEA uses the proceeds for the purpose of reimbursing or 
compensating a vendor with which the LEA contracted regarding the 
purchase, installation, operation, or maintenance of the camera, then 
the LEA shall create procedures for such reimbursement or compensa- 
tion and shall maintain records of such reimbursement or 
compensation. 

(7) No more than one (1) citation shall be issued for each distinct and 
separate traffic offense in violation of subdivision (a)(1) or a municipal 
ordinance or law that mirrors, substantially duplicates, or incorporates by 
cross-reference the language of subdivision (a)(1). 

(8) Any LEA that contracts for transportation services with any persons 
or entities that own school buses, shall include in each contract a provision 
requiring the owner to allow the LEA, private vendor, or local law enforce- 
ment agency reasonable access to the bus for the purposes of installing, 
maintaining, or inspecting cameras or obtaining, gathering, or transmitting 
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recorded images from the camera to enforce subdivision (a)(1). 

(9) Any photograph or video recorded by a camera in accordance with this 
subsection (c) is admissible as evidence in any proceeding alleging a 
violation of subsection (a) if the photograph or video meets the standards of 
admissibility set forth in the Tennessee Rules of Evidence. 

(10) As used in this subsection (c): 

(A) “Camera” means any device that is capable of: 

(i) Producing a digital photograph, recorded video, or other recorded 
image, including an image of a motor vehicle passing or overtaking a 
school bus and the vehicle’s license plate; and 

(ii) Recording the time, date, and location of a vehicle at the time the 
image is recorded; 

(B) “Local education agency” or “LEA” means the same as defined by 
§ 49-1-103; and 

(C) “School bus” means every motor vehicle owned by a county, city, 
local board of education, LEA, or private contractor that is operated for the 
transportation of students to or from any public school or public school- 
related activities. 

(d)(1)(A) The driver of a vehicle on a highway upon meeting or overtaking 
from either direction any church bus which has stopped on the highway for 
the purpose of receiving or discharging passengers shall stop the vehicle 
before reaching the church bus, and the driver shall not proceed until the 
church bus resumes motion or is signaled by the church bus driver to 
proceed or the visual signals on the bus are no longer actuated. 

(B) This subsection (d) shall not apply unless the church bus has the 
same type of safety equipment indicating the bus has stopped as is 
required for school buses. 

(2) All motor vehicles used in transporting passengers to and from 
churches in this state are required to be distinctly marked “Church Bus” on 
the front and rear thereof in letters of not less than six inches (6”) in height 
and so plainly written or printed and so arranged as to be legible to persons 
approaching the church bus, whether traveling in the same or the opposite 
direction. 

(3)(A) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with separate roadways 

need not stop upon meeting or passing a church bus which is on a different 

roadway or when upon a controlled access highway and the church bus is 
stopped in a loading zone that is a part of or adjacent to the highway and 
where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the roadway. 

(B) For the purpose of subdivision (d)(3)(A), “separate roadways” means 
roadways divided by an intervening space that is not suitable to vehicular 
traffic. 

(4) Except as otherwise provided by this subsection (d), the church bus 
driver is required to stop the church bus on the right-hand side of the road 
or highway, and the driver shall cause the bus to remain stationary and the 
visual stop signs on the bus actuated until all passengers who should be 
discharged from the bus have been so discharged and until all passengers 
whose destination causes them to cross the road or highway at that place 
have negotiated the crossing. 
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(5) Any person failing to comply with the requirements of this subsection 

(d), requiring motor vehicles to stop upon approaching church buses, or 

violating any of this subsection (d), commits a Class C misdemeanor. 

(e)(1)(A) The driver of a vehicle on a highway upon meeting or overtaking 
from either direction any youth bus that has stopped on the highway for 
the purpose of receiving or discharging passengers shall stop the vehicle 
before reaching the youth bus, and the driver shall not proceed until the 
youth bus resumes motion or is signaled by the youth bus driver to proceed 
or the visual signals on the bus are no longer actuated. 

(B) Subdivision (e)(1)(A) shall not apply unless the youth bus has the 
same type of safety equipment indicating the bus has stopped as is 
required for school buses. 

(2) All motor vehicles owned by corporations or organizations used in 
transporting child passengers to and from child care centers in this state or 
to and from the activities of religious, charitable, scientific, educational, 
youth service or athletic institutions or organizations are required to be 
distinctly marked “Youth Bus” on the front and rear thereof in letters of not 
less than six inches (6”) in height and so plainly written or printed and so 
arranged as to be legible to persons approaching such youth bus, whether 
traveling in the same or the opposite direction. 

(3)(A) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with separate roadways 

needs not stop upon meeting or passing a youth bus that is on a different 

roadway or when upon a controlled access highway and the youth bus is 
stopped in a loading zone that is a part of or adjacent to such highway and 
where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the roadway. 

(B) For the purpose of subdivision (e)(3)(A), “separate roadways” means 
roadways divided by an intervening space that is not suitable to vehicular 
traffic. 

(4) Except as otherwise provided by this subsection (e), the youth bus 
driver is required to stop the youth bus on the right-hand side of the road or 
highway, and the driver shall cause the bus to remain stationary and the 
visual stop signs on the bus actuated until all passengers who should be 
discharged from the bus have been so discharged and until all passengers 
whose destination causes them to cross the road or highway at that place 
have negotiated the crossing. 

(5) Any person failing to comply with the requirements of this subsection 
(e), requiring motor vehicles to stop upon approaching youth buses, or 
violating any of this subsection (e), commits a Class C misdemeanor. 

(6) For purposes of this subsection (e), a “youth bus” means a motor 
vehicle designed for carrying not less than fifteen (15) passengers and used 
for the transportation of persons. 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 70, §§ 1-3; C. Supp. 1950, 
§§ 2715.6-2715.8 (Williams, §§ 2715.11- 
2715.13); Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 50; 1957, ch. 27, 
me 1959 oh: 39,0 1° 196 Lich tal, $11) 1973, 
ch. 22, §§ 1-4; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-851; Acts 
1987, ch. 360, § 1; 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 1997, 


ch. 322, § 1; 1998, ch. 753, § 1; 2000, ch. 663, 
§ 1; 2006, ch. 825, § 1; 2019, ch. 418, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Section 65-16-101, referred to in this section, 
was repealed by Acts 2003, ch. 19, § 2, effective 
April 11, 2003. 
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Cross-References. 
Penalties for Class A and C misdemeanors, 
§ 40-35-111. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Forms (Robinson, Ramsey and 
Harwell), No. 1-8-5. 


Law Reviews. 
Tennessee’s Adoption of the Planning-Opera- 
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tional Test for Determining Discretionary 
Function Immunity Under the Governmental 
Tort Liability Act, 60 Tenn. L. Rev. 633 (1993). 


Attorney General Opinions. 
Use of stop signs by transporters of children, 
OAG 97-008, 1997 Tenn. AG LEXIS 8 (1/27/97). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Negligence of School Bus Driver. 

2. Stopping School Bus. 

3. Crossing Road Because of Destination. 
1 


. Negligence of School Bus Driver. 

A school bus driver was charged with negli- 
gence for failure to exercise due care in dis- 
charging a child, with notice that a truck was 
approaching and that the route of the child 
would be around the bus and into the pathway 
of the oncoming truck. It was held that the 
driver had no right to rely upon the fact that 
this section required the truck to come to a 
stop. Cartwright v. Graves, 182 Tenn. 114, 184 
S.W.2d 378, 1944 Tenn. LEXIS 303 (1944). 

Having not determined the immediate direc- 
tions the children were to follow upon depart- 
ing the bus, the driver failed to fulfill his duty to 
each of them to provide them safe passage 
through their immediate known pathway. Bow- 
ers v. City of Chattanooga, 826 S.W.2d 427, 
1992 Tenn. LEXIS 131 (Tenn. 1992), appeal 
denied, Bowers v. Chattanooga, 1993 Tenn. 
LEXIS 155 (Tenn. Apr. 26, 1993). 


2. Stopping School Bus. 
The intention of this section was to have the 
school bus stop at the right-hand extremity of 


the paved portion of the highway, not at the 
extremity of the shoulder. It does not require 
the driver to pull his vehicle out on the shoulder 
of a road when he stops to take on or discharge 
school children. Gholston v. Richards, 179 
Tenn. 645, 169 S.W.2d 846, 1942 Tenn. LEXIS 
64 (1943). 

It was no violation of this section for the 
driver to stop a school bus on its right of the 
highway, with the left wheels on the pavement 
and the right wheels on the shoulder. Gholston 
v. Richards, 179 Tenn. 645, 169 S.W.2d 846, 
1942 Tenn. LEXIS 64 (1943). 


3. Crossing Road Because of Destination. 

Where the six-year-old victim each day for 
five months previous to the accident had waited 
at the bus stop for her mother after being 
dropped off, but on the day of the accident 
crossed the street instead, and was hit while 
crossing, the victim was not within the protec- 
tion of subdivision (a)(4) as one “whose destina- 
tion (caused her) to cross the road or highway’; 
therefore there was no issue of negligence on 
the part of the bus driver and a directed verdict 
was proper. Traylor v. Coburn, 597 S.W.2d 319, 
1980 Tenn. App. LEXIS 352 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1980). 


55-8-152. Speed limits — Penalties. 


(a) Except as provided in subsection (c), it is unlawful for any person to 
operate or drive a motor vehicle upon any highway or public road of this state 
in excess of sixty-five miles per hour (65 mph). 

(b) “Truck,” as used in this section, means any motor vehicle of one and > 
one-half (1%) ton rated capacity or more. 

(c) On all controlled-access highways with four (4) or more lanes, which are 
designated as being on the state system of highways or the state system of 
interstate highways, it is unlawful for any person to operate or drive a motor 
vehicle or a truck at a rate of speed in excess of seventy miles per hour (70 
mph). In the left-hand lane of all controlled-access highways with four (4) or 
more lanes, which are designated as being on the state system of highways or 
the state system of interstate highways, it is unlawful for any person to operate 
or drive a motor vehicle at a rate of speed less than fifty-five miles per hour (55 
mph). 

(d)(1)(A) Except as provided for certain counties in subdivision (d)(2), 
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counties and municipalities are authorized to establish special speed 
limits upon any highway or public road of this state within their jurisdic- 
tion, except at school entrances and exits to and from controlled access 
highways on the system of state highways, which is adjacent to school 
grounds that are devoted primarily to normal school day activity. Such 
speed limit shall be enacted based on an engineering investigation, shall 
not be less than fifteen miles per hour (15 mph) and shall be in effect only 
when proper signs are posted with a warning flasher or flashers in 
operation and only while children are actually present. 

(B) In any county or municipality where the local legislative body does 
not establish special speed limits as provided for above, any person who 
shall drive at a speed exceeding fifteen miles per hour (15 mph) when 
passing a school during a recess period when a warning flasher or flashers 
are in operation, or during a period of ninety (90) minutes before the 
opening hour of a school or a period of ninety (90) minutes after the closing 
hour of a school, while children are actually going to or leaving school, 
shall be prima facie guilty of reckless driving. 

(C) The department of transportation has the authority to establish 
such special speed limits at school entrances and exits to and from 
controlled access highways on the system of state highways. 

(2) In counties of not less than forty-three thousand seven hundred 
(43,700) nor more than forty-three thousand eight hundred (43,800) and 
counties of not less than one hundred forty-three thousand (143,000) nor 
more than one hundred forty-five thousand (145,000) and counties of not less 
than eighty-five thousand seven hundred twenty-five (85,725) nor more than 
eighty-five thousand eight hundred twenty-five (85,825) and counties of not 
less than four hundred seventy-seven thousand eight hundred (477,800) nor 
more than four hundred seventy-seven thousand nine hundred (477,900), 
according to the 1980 federal census or any subsequent federal census, 
counties and municipalities are authorized to establish special speed limits 
upon any highway or public road of this state within their jurisdiction, 
except at school entrances and exits to and from controlled access highways 
on the system of state highways, which is adjacent to or within one-fourth 
(4%) mile of school grounds that are devoted to normal school day activities. 
Such speed limit shall be enacted based on an engineering investigation and 
shall not be less than fifteen miles per hour (15 mph) and shall be in effect 
only when proper signs are posted with a warning flasher or flashers in 
operation. In any county or municipality where the local legislative body 
does not establish special speed limits as provided for above, any person who 
drives at a speed exceeding fifteen miles per hour (15 mph) when passing a 
school during a recess period when a warning flasher or flashers are in 
operation, or during a period of forty (40) minutes before the opening hour of 
a school or a period of forty (40) minutes after the closing hour of a school, 
while children are actually going to or leaving school, is prima facie guilty of 
reckless driving. The department of transportation has the authority to 
establish such special speed limits at school entrances and exits to and from 
controlled access highways on the system of state highways. 

(e)(1) The fees of sheriffs, deputy sheriffs and other police officers, other 
than salaried officers, for making arrests for violations of the speed restric- 
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tions of this chapter, shall be one dollar ($1.00). 

(2) The reference to sheriffs, deputy sheriffs and other police officers in 
subdivision (e)(1) also includes constables in counties of this state having a 
population of: 


not less than nor more than 
3,700 4,700 
6,000 7,800 
8,400 8,500 
8,535 8,540 
9,200 ~— 9570. 
10,770 10,780 
Ld O12 11,550 
11,700 11,900 
12,000 13,000 
14,500 14,600 
15,300 15,500 
15,750 16,000 
17,000 17,350 
18,000 18,200 
18,300 18,900 
19,000 19,100 
21,000 21,500 
21,600 22,300 
23,200 23,350 
2aio50 23,391 
23,391 23,450 
23,500 Bost 
24,000 2405 
25,600 27,500 
27,900 28,000 
28,555 28,600 
29,250 31,250 
31,260 33,000 
33,700 34,000 
35,480 41,800 
41,900 50,000 
57,550 59,400 
59,500 60,050 
60,600 62,000 
64,000 65,000 
101,000 118,400 
118,700 200,000 — 


according to the 1960 federal census or any subsequent federal census, and © 
Fentress and Hamblen counties. 
(f)(1)(A) Notwithstanding this section to the contrary, the department is © 
authorized to lower the speed limits prescribed in this section, and on the 
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state system of roads and highways, as it deems appropriate due to 

concerns regarding the roadway, traffic, or other conditions. This autho- 

rization to reduce the speed limits set by this section shall be in addition 

to the authority conveyed by § 55-8-153. 

(B) When the department determines that it is necessary to reduce the 
speed limits set in subsection (a), the commissioner shall so indicate the 
reduced speed limit via a letter of policy statement, and the commissioner 
shall cause signs indicating the new speed limit to be erected. 

(C) Subject to § 55-8-153(c), the municipalities of the state are autho- 
rized to set speed limits on the public roads and streets within their 
jurisdictions that are not a part of the interstate and national defense 
highway system nor any access controlled highway on the state road and 
highway system. In addition, the counties of this state are authorized to 
set speed limits on the public roads and highways within their jurisdiction 
that are not a part of the interstate or state highway system. The speed 
limits for both municipalities and counties shall not exceed fifty-five miles 
per hour (55 mph). 

(2) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, during the period in which 
this subsection (f) is in effect, any person who is arrested or receives a traffic 
citation for driving or operating a motor vehicle in excess of fifty-five miles 
per hour (55 mph) but less than seventy-five miles per hour (75 mph) on a 
highway of the interstate and defense highway system or a four-lane 
controlled-access highway which are federal or state highways, or in excess 
of fifty-five miles per hour (55 mph) or less than sixty-five miles per hour (65 
mph) on a highway or road which has an existing speed limit of sixty-five 
miles per hour (65 mph) as of March 1, 1974, shall be charged with speeding 
and upon conviction shall not be fined more than the maximum fine nor less 
than the minimum fine for speeding as provided by law for that violation, nor 
shall any costs be imposed or assessed against the person. Costs shall be 
imposed in such cases should the person fail to appear or answer the traffic 
citation as required by law. The conviction shall not be reported to the 
department of safety under §§ 55-10-306 and 55-12-115. Such person shall 
not be required to attend driver education course as provided in § 55-10-301. 
The conviction for speeding shall not result in suspension or revocation of 
operator’s or chauffeur’s license unless the excess speed constitutes reckless 
driving, as set out herein. This subsection (f) shall not apply to trucks as 
defined in subsection (b) when traveling in excess of sixty-five miles per hour 
(65 mph) on all highways of the interstate and defense highway system and 
four-laned controlled-access highways, which are federal or state routes of 
this state or when traveling in excess of fifty-five miles per hour (55 mph) on 
any other highways of this state. A violation of this subsection (f) is a Class 
C misdemeanor. However, notwithstanding any law to the contrary, a 
violation of the reduced speed limits set by the department of transportation, 
pursuant to § 55-8-153, is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by fine only, 
when employees of the department or construction workers are present. The 
amount of the fine imposed pursuant to § 55-8-153 shall not be less than two 
hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500). 
Notwithstanding any provision of this subsection (f) to the contrary, no 


55-8-152 


MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 432 
provision of this subsection (f), nor of § 55-8-153, shall be construed so as to 
prevent the entry of a suspended sentence upon the conviction of a defendant 
for the first violation of the enhanced penalties provided for when the 
violation occurs within a work zone and when employees of the department 
of transportation or construction workers are present and when the trier of 
fact determines that extraordinary circumstances lead to the violation. 
(g)(1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any county having a 
population of not less than sixty-seven thousand five hundred (67,500) nor 
more than sixty-seven thousand six hundred (67,600), according to the 1980 
federal census or any subsequent federal census may assess any person who 
is arrested or receives a traffic citation for driving or operating a motor 
vehicle in excess of the posted speed limits an additional fine of five dollars 
($5.00). This fine shall be in addition to any fine assessed under this or any 
other applicable section. 

(2) Fines collected pursuant to subdivision (g)(1) shall be placed in a fund 
to be established by such county. The fund shall be for the sole purpose of 
erecting and maintaining highway signs. 

(3) This subsection (g) shall have no effect unless it is approved by a 
two-thirds (24) vote of the legislative body of any county to which it may 
apply. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding 
officer of the county legislative body and certified by the presiding officer to 
the secretary of state. 

(h) Notwithstanding any law or regulation to the contrary, only the depart- 


ment of transportation has the authority to set speed limits on access- 
controlled roadways designated as being on the state system of highways and 
on roadways designated as being on the state system of interstate highways. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 51; 1965, ch. 94, § 1; 
1969, ch. 160, § 3; 1969, ch. 319, §§ 3, 4; 1970, 
ch. 456, § 1; 1970, ch. 496, § 1; 1970, ch. 588, 
So. by QO LL Ch. Gos eser dad uta a Chu ug b, 
O91 2 T1072? Ch b00,"S) T1972. cn. Doe, 8" 
L97Shch)214;;§ (15 1973; ch, 389; $1; 1974,’ ch, 
457, § 1; 1974,.ch. 631, §§ 1, 2; 1974, ch. 797, 
§ 1; 1975, ch. 356, § 1; Private Acts 1976, ch. 
242,§ 1; Private Acts 1976, ch. 293; Acts 1977, 
ch. 239, § 6; 1977, ch. 278, § 1; T.C.A.; § 59- 
852; Acts 1981, ch. 39, § 1; 1982, ch. 881, § 1; 
1987, ch. 313,.§§ 1-3; 1988, ch. 762, §§ 1; 2; 
1988, ch. 832, § 1; 1989, ch. 299, §§ 1-3; 1989, 
ch’ S9¥"$" 113; T99T che’ SS $52 THOT en. 4 15, 
§ 7; 1992, ch. 978, § 4; 1998, ch. 34, §§ 1, 2; 
Private Acts 1994, ch. 191, § 3; Acts 1995, ch. 
389, § 1; 1996, ch. 553, § 3; 1996, ch. 609, § 1; 
1996, ch. 753, § 3; 1996, ch. 793, § 1; 1998, ch. 
654, § 1; 1998, ch. 671, § 1; 2000, ch. 967, § 1; 
2001, ch. 221, § 1; 2001, ch. 252, §§ 1, 2; 2002, 
ch. 505, § 1; 2007, ch. 450, § 1; 2020, ch. 534, 
ae 


Compiler’s Notes. 

The insertion of the population bracket “not 
less than 64,000 nor more than 65,000” by 
Chapter 239 of the Public Acts of 1977 is subject 


to approval of the quarterly county court of 
Washington County. 

For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 
Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its — 
supplement. 

Acts 1996, ch. 753, § 1 abolished the office of 
constable, effective in any county having a 
population of not less than thirty-one thousand 
one hundred (31,100) nor more than thirty-one 
thousand four hundred (31,400) according to 
the 1990 federal census or any subsequent 
federal census, upon adoption of a resolution by 
July 15, 1996, by a two-thirds (%) vote of the 
county legislative body of such county. The 
section as set out above reflects the amendment 
by ch. 753. 

Acts 2002, ch. 505, § 2 provided that the 
amendment by that act shall apply to any 
applicable fine imposed on or after March 19, 
2002. 


Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment added “and counties of 
not less than eighty-five thousand seven hun- 
dred twenty-five (85,725) nor more than eighty- 
five thousand eight hundred twenty-five 
(85,825)” near the beginning of the first sen- 
tence of (d)(2). 


433 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 534, § 2. March 19, 2020. 


Cross-References. 

Constables, abolition in certain counties, § 8- 
10-101. 

Penalties for Class B and C misdemeanors, 
§ 40-35-111. 

Safe operation of school buses, § 49-6-2110. 

Reckless driving, § 55-10-205. 

Penalties for violations, § 55-10-301. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 6, 35. 
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Attorney General Opinions. 

Constable fees for citation issuance, OAG 
99-025, 2006 Tenn. AG LEXIS 64 (2/16/99). 

T.C.A. § 55-8-152(f)(2) does not preclude the 
collection of litigation taxes from a defendant 
who is found guilty of violating the statute, 
OAG 02-017, 2002 Tenn. AG LEXIS 18 (2/6/02). 

T.C.A. § 55-8-152 does not violate the federal 
or state constitutions, OAG 05-048, 2005 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 48 (4/19/05). 

Department of transportation’s authority as 
to speed limits on interstate highways, OAG 
05-105, 2005 Tenn. AG LEXIS 107 (7/7/05). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Radar — Use of. 

. Contributory Negligence of Guest. 

Reckless Driving. 

Negligence. 

. Degrees of Negligence. 

. Liability of Local Governments and Offi- 
cials. 

. Trial by Jury. 

. Citations. 


1. Radar — Use of. 

Evidence of speed obtained by radar is ad- 
missible, but rebuttable and subject to cross- 
examination as any other evidence. Hardaway 
v. State, 202 Tenn. 94, 302 S.W.2d 351, 1957 
Tenn. LEXIS 366 (1957). 


Dow Doe 


coon 


2. Contributory Negligence of Guest. 

In personal injury action by guest in automo- 
bile, question of whether guest was contributor- 
ily negligent on ground that guest knew driver 
intended to test speed of automobile was for the 
jury. Bray v. Harwell, 50 Tenn. App. 143, 360 
S.W.2d 58, 1962 Tenn. App. LEXIS 145 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1962). 


3. Reckless Driving. 

Evidence that defendant when passing a 
school at recess was driving in excess of 15 
miles per hour was sufficient to make a prima 
facie case against defendant. Burgess v. State, 
212 Tenn. 315, 369 S.W.2d 731, 1963 Tenn. 
LEXIS 424 (1963). 

In personal injury action arising out of auto- 
mobile-bus collision, allegation that bus was 
being driven 65 miles per hour in 55 mile an 
hour zone when bus driver spotted car even if 
true could not be regarded as proximate cause 
of accident where immediate cause of collision 
was sudden, reckless and unexpected entry of 
car driven by intoxicated driver onto highway 
and bus driver could not possibly have spotted 
car more than a few feet before he did. Garrett 
v. McConkey, 62 Tenn. App. 591, 466 S.W.2d 
498, 1970 Tenn. App. LEXIS 287 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1970). 


4, Negligence. 

Where it was clear that plaintiffs deceased 
rode his motorcycle up to the intersection, ei- 
ther hesitated or stopped, and with the bus in 
unobstructed view, suddenly and abruptly 
crossed the highway into the northbound lane 
to the point of collision and it is clear that any 
differential in the speed of the bus could not be 
a realistic proximate cause of the accident it 
was proper to direct a verdict for defendant. 
Tennessee Trailways, Inc. v. Ervin, 222 Tenn. 
523, 488 S.W.2d 733, 1969 Tenn. LEXIS 457 
(1969). 

Defendant-corporation was proximately neg- 
ligent in permitting defendant-employee to op- 
erate its truck in violation of posted speed 
limits and zones, and while loaded beyond the 
truck’s effective braking capacity. Kindellan v. 
Arwood Material Co., 338 F. Supp. 1210, 1972 
U.S. Dist. LEXIS 14899 (E.D. Tenn. 1972). 


5. Degrees of Negligence. 

Driver of automobile who made right turn 
out of center of three lanes without looking to 
rear but after signaling and under mistaken 
impression that third lane was for emergency 
and parking only was guilty of negligence per 
se but was not barred from recovery against 
truck driver who was guilty of gross negligence 
in striking automobile in rear while driving 
truck with 20 to 25 ton load through school zone 
at 40 to 45 miles per hour without proper 
lookout and without having truck under proper 
control. Bennett v. Woodard, 60 Tenn. App. 20, 
444 §:.W.2d 89, 1969 Tenn. App. LEXIS 304 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1969). 


6. Liability of Local Governments and Of- 
ficials. 

Immunity from suit was not removed from 
county or school board for failing to create a 
special speed zone near a school. By the terms 
of T.C.A. § 29-20-205, immunity from suit is 
not removed for an injury proximately caused 
by a negligent act or omission of any employee 
within the scope of his employment in the 
performance of a discretionary act or the failure 
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to exercise or perform a discretionary function. 
Harris v. Williamson County, 835 S.W.2d 588, 
1992 Tenn. App. LEXIS 46 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1992). 

In action concerning death of child crossing a 
highway where the motorist did not slow down 
to posted limits, the county’s immunity from 
suit was not removed under T.C.A. § 29-20-203 
by assertions that the traffic control signs were 
unsafe and defective due to the lack of flashing 
lights as provided for in T.C.A. § 55-8-152 
where there was inadequate proof that the 
county owned and controlled the signs. Harris 
v. Williamson County, 835 S.W.2d 588, 1992 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 46 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1992). 


7. Trial by Jury. 

Since defendant was convicted under T.C.A. 
§ 55-8-152, which does not carry any term of 
imprisonment or a fine in excess of $50.00, 
under the general definition of the term in this 
state, the offense was a “small offense” for 
which he was not entitled to a trial by jury. 
State v. Dusina, 764 S.W.2d 766, 1989 Tenn. 
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LEXIS 26 (Tenn. 1989), rehearing denied, 764 
S.W.2d 766, 1989 Tenn. LEXIS 80 (Tenn. 1989). 


8. Citations. 

Trial court properly denied defendant’s mo- 
tion to set aside a traffic citation for mistake 
and to reset for further consideration because a 
misdemeanor speeding violation was a criminal 
offense for which the Rules of Civil Procedure 
had no bearing, her payment of the fine and 
costs resulted in the entry of a judgment of 
conviction against her, the judgment had al- 
ready become final, her motion failed to state a 
claim for post-conviction relief, the fact that she 
was unaware that her speeding conviction 
would result in the suspension of her driving 
privileges in North Carolina did not cause her 
plea to be unknowing and involuntary, and the 
misspelling of her last name on the citation was 
a mere clerical error and did not void the 
citation. State v. Moran, — S.W.3d —, 2018 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 206 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
Mar. 20, 2018). 


55-8-153. Establishment of speed zones. 


(a) The department of transportation is empowered to lower the speed 
limits prescribed in § 55-8-152 in business, urban or residential districts, or at 
any congested area, dangerous intersection or whenever and wherever the 
department shall determine, upon the basis of an engineering and traffic 
investigation, that the public safety requires a lower speed limit. 

(b) Appropriate signs giving notice of the lower speed limit shall be erected 
by the department at such places or put on the highway where the prescribed 
speed limits are effective. 

(c)(1)(A) The legislative authorities of municipalities shall possess the 
power to prescribe lower speed limits on highways designated as state 
highways in their respective jurisdictions when, on the basis of an 
engineering and traffic investigation, it is shown that the public safety 
requires a lower speed limit. 

(B) Engineering and traffic investigations used to establish special 
speed zone locations and speed limits by municipalities on state highways 
shall be made in accordance with established traffic engineering practices 
and in a manner that conforms to the Tennessee manual on uniform traffic 
control devices (MUTCD). The investigations shall be documented and 
documentation shall be maintained by the jurisdiction performing or 
sponsoring the investigation. 

(C) All signs, signals and other forms of public notification of the speed 
limits, road hazards and other traffic conditions shall comply with the 
MUTCD. 

(2) The legislative bodies of municipalities shall also possess the power to 
prescribe lower speed limits within certain areas or zones, or on designated 
highways, avenues or streets that are not designated as state highways in 
their respective jurisdictions, and to erect appropriate signs and traffic 
signals. 
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(d) The legislative body of any county, except the legislative bodies of any 
counties having a commission form of government, has the power to prescribe 
such lower speed limits as it may deem appropriate on any road being 
maintained by the county and shall erect appropriate signs and traffic signals. 
In those counties having a commission form of government, the board of 
commissioners has the power prescribed in this section. 

(e) Aviolation of the speed limits established by the department pursuant to 
subsection (a) is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by fine only, when 
employees of the department or construction workers are present. The depart- 
ment, or its agents, are directed to indicate the presence of workers or 
department employees with signs with flashing amber lights; provided, that 
this penalty is applicable in highway construction zones only to those speeding 
violations that have been detected by radar, infrared or similar detection 
devices. The amount of the fine imposed pursuant to subsection (a) for 
violations that occur in work zones where the speed limits have been reduced 
by the department and when employees of the department or construction 
workers are present shall be not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250). 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 52; impl. am. Acts 1959, 
ch. 9, § 3; Acts 1965, ch. 94, § 2; 1972, ch. 829, 
§ 7; 1976, ch. 491, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-853; Acts 
1981, ch. 261, § 12; 1995, ch. 389, § 2; 1996, ch. 
609, § 2; 2007, ch. 450, § 2. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class B misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
a1 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Department of transportation’s authority as 
to speed limits on interstate highways, OAG 
05-105, 2005 Tenn. AG LEXIS 107 (7/7/05). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Presence of Sign — Effect. 
2. Negligence of Employer. 


1. Presence of Sign — Effect. 

In personal injury action arising out of colli- 
sion of automobile and bicycle, permitting de- 
fendant to be cross-examined as to his knowl- 
edge of a speed sign near the scene of the 
accident was not reversible error where defen- 
dant did not contend that sign was unauthor- 
ized and did not regulate the speed along the 
highway. Thomas v. Harper, 53 Tenn. App. 549, 
385 S.W.2d 130, 1964 Tenn. App. LEXIS 122 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1964). 

Where the proof is to the effect that there was 


a speed sign and no question is made with 
respect to its regularity, the presumption of 
regularity and compliance with the law which 
appertains until the contrary is shown would 
make the fact of its presence admissible. 
Thomas v. Harper, 53 Tenn. App. 549, 385 
S.W.2d 130, 1964 Tenn. App. LEXIS 122 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1964). 


2. Negligence of Employer. 

Defendant-employer was proximately negli- 
gent in permitting defendant-employee to oper- 
ate its truck in violation of posted speed limits 
and zones, and while loaded beyond the truck’s 
effective braking capacity. Kindellan v. Arwood 
Material Co., 338 F. Supp. 1210, 1972 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 14899 (E.D. Tenn. 1972). 


55-8-154. Minimum speed regulation — Turnouts — Passing bays — 
Penalties — Inapplicable to farm tractors or implements 


of husbandry. 


(a) No person shall drive a motor vehicle at such a slow speed as to impede 
the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, except when reduced speed is 
necessary for safe operation or in compliance with law. 

(b) Whenever the department of transportation or a local authority within 
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its respective jurisdiction determines on the basis of an engineering and traffic 
investigation that slow speeds on any part of a highway consistently impede 
the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, the department or local 
authority may determine and declare a minimum speed limit below which no 
person shall drive a vehicle except when necessary for safe operation or in 
compliance with law. 

(c) Wherever there exists, at or near the top of any hill or grade, a turnout, 
passing bay or parking area adjacent to and to the right of any traffic lane of 
any state or federal highway within the state, any person driving or operating 
a truck or other slow-moving vehicle upon such traffic lane shall drive the 
truck or other slow-moving vehicle into and stop the same upon the turnout, 
passing bay or parking area and permit faster-moving vehicles following the 
truck or other slow-moving vehicle whose progress is being retarded to pass; 
provided, that the turnout, passing bay or parking area is marked by a traffic 
sign. 

(d) This section shall not apply to farm tractors or implements of husbandry. 

(e) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


Cross-References. 


Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
chii6ok 11 


History. 

Acts 1955, ‘ch. »181,7§§$) 1,02; 1955, ch: 329); 
§ 53; T.C.A., § 59- 854: Acts 1989, 
§ 113; 2019, ch. 76, § 2. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Construction. 

In a possession of controlled substances case 
where defendants were arrested following a 
traffic stop for violating the impeding traffic 
statute, trial court erred by granting defen- 
dants’ motion to suppress evidence as T.C.A. 
§ 55-8-154(a) does not require automobiles to 
come to a stop in order for traffic to be “im- 


peded,” as trial court held; rather, driver of a 
slow-moving automobile impeded traffic when 
his reduced speed interrupted normal and rea- 
sonable movement of traffic by blocking or 
backing up traffic. State v. Hannah, 259 S.W.3d 
716, 2008 Tenn. LEXIS 417 (Tenn. June 23, 
2008). 


55-8-155. Special speed limitation on motor-driven cycles — Penalty. 


(a) No person shall operate any motor-driven cycle at any time at a speed 
greater than thirty-five miles per hour (35 mph) unless the motor-driven cycle 
is equipped with a head lamp or lamps that are adequate to reveal a person or 
vehicle at a distance of three hundred feet (300') ahead. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 54; T.C.A., § 59-855; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-8-156. Special speed limitations — Penalties. 


(a) No person shall drive any vehicle equipped with solid rubber or cushion 
tires at a speed greater than a maximum of ten miles per hour (10 mph). 

(b) No person shall drive a vehicle over any bridge or other elevated 
structure constituting a part of a highway at a speed which is greater than the 
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maximum speed that can be maintained with safety to such bridge or 
structure, when the structure is signposted as provided in this section. 

(c) The department of transportation, upon request from any local authority, 
shall, or upon its own initiative may, conduct an investigation of any bridge, or 
other elevated structure constituting a part of the highway, and if it thereupon 
finds that the structure cannot with safety to itself withstand vehicles 
traveling at the speed otherwise permissible under this chapter, the depart- 
ment shall determine and declare the maximum speed of vehicles that the 
structure can safely withstand, and shall cause or permit suitable signs stating 
the maximum speed to be erected and maintained at a distance of one hundred 
feet (100’) before each end of the structure. 

(d) Upon the trial of any person charged with a violation of this section, 
proof of the determination of the maximum speed by the department and the 
existence of the signs shall constitute conclusive evidence of the maximum 
speed which can be maintained with safety to the bridge or structure. 

(e) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 55; impl. am. Acts 1959, Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Siig, 2 a. Jy am, ACtS, Joie, Cheiped, Ss. i5,| tid. 
T.C.A., § 59-856; Acts 1981, ch. 261, § 12; 
1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


55-8-157. Charging violations. 


In every charge of violation of any speed regulation in this chapter, the 
complaint and the summons or notice to appear shall specify the speed at 
which the defendant is alleged to have driven, together with the speed limit 
applicable within the district or at the location. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 56; T.C.A., § 59-857. 


55-8-158. Stopping, standing or parking outside of business or resi- 
dential districts, and entrance or exit ramps of highways. 


(a) Upon any highway outside of a business or residential district, no person 
shall stop, park, or leave standing any vehicle, whether attended or unat- 
tended, upon the paved or main-traveled part of the highway when it is 
practicable to stop, park or so leave the vehicle off such part of the highway, but 
in every event an unobstructed width of the highway opposite a standing 
vehicle of not less than eighteen feet (18') shall be left for the free passage of 
other vehicles, and a clear view of the stopped vehicle shall be available from 
a distance of two hundred feet (200’) in each direction upon such highway. 

(b)(1) This section shall not apply to the driver of any vehicle that is disabled 

while on the paved or main-traveled portion of a highway in a manner and 

to an extent that it is impossible to avoid stopping and temporarily leaving 
that disabled vehicle in such position. 

(2) This section shall not apply to the driver of any vehicle operating as a 
carrier of passengers for hire and holding a certificate of convenience and 
necessity, or interstate permit issued by the department of safety or any local 
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regulatory transit authority of the state authorizing the operation of that 
vehicle upon the roads, streets or highways in Tennessee, while taking 
passengers on that vehicle, or discharging passengers therefrom; provided, 
that in every event an unobstructed lane of travel of the highway opposite 
the standing vehicle shall be left for free passage of other vehicles and a clear 
view of that stopped vehicle shall be available from a distance of two 
hundred feet (200') in either direction upon the highway. 

(3) This section does not apply to a solid waste vehicle while on the paved 
or improved main traveled portion of a road, street or highway in a manner 
and to an extent as is necessary for the sole purpose of collecting municipal 
solid waste, as defined by § 68-211-802; provided, that such vehicle shall 
maintain flashing hazard lights at all times while it is stopping or standing; 
and provided further, that the vehicle is stopped so that a clear view of the 
stopped vehicle is available from a distance of two hundred feet (200’) in 
either direction upon the highway. In addition to flashing hazard lights, 
these vehicles shall be required to maintain special lights visible from both 
the front and the rear indicating that the truck is stopped. The department 
of safety is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations regarding special 
lighting required by this subdivision (b)(3). This subdivision (b)(3) does not 
preclude any claimant from pursuing a common law claim for recovery 
pursuant to common law negligence. 

(4) Subsection (a) does not apply to a recycling vehicle while on the paved 
or improved main traveled portion of a road, street, or highway in a manner 
and to an extent as is necessary for the sole purpose of collecting or 
transporting recovered materials or recyclable materials; provided, that the 
vehicle shall maintain flashing hazard lights at all times while it is stopping 
or standing; provided further, that the vehicle is stopped or standing so that 
a clear view of the vehicle shall be available from a distance of two hundred 
feet (200’) in either direction upon the highway. This subdivision (b)(4) does 
not preclude any claimant from pursuing a common law claim for recovery 
pursuant to common law negligence. 

(c) Notwithstanding subsection (a), no person shall stop, park or leave any 
motor vehicle, whether attended or unattended, upon the paved or unpaved 
portions of any entrance or exit ramp of any highway; provided, that a driver 
of a motor vehicle that has become disabled may leave the vehicle on an 
entrance or exit ramp until such time as the disabled motor vehicle can be 
repaired or towed, as long as the vehicle is not obstructing the passage of other 
motor vehicles. Furthermore, the department may take into consideration an 
emergency situation or compliance with federal laws. 


History. Textbooks. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 58; 1957, ch. 86, § 1; Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
T.C.A., § 59-859; Acts 1992, ch. 784, 8§ 2, 4; tomobiles, §§ 2, 9, 33. 
1995, ch. 305, § 1138; 2008, ch. 693, § 1; 2016, 


ch. 584, § 2. Law Reviews. 
Torts — 1961 Tennessee Survey (11) (John W. 
Cross-References. Wade), 15 Vand. L. Rev. 952. 


Responsibility for illegal parking, § 55-8- 
186. 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 
1. Purpose. 
2. Application. 
3. Negligence. 
4. Contributory Negligence of Guest. 
5. Motorist May Assume No Illegal Obstruc- 
tion. 
. Disabled Vehicles. 


~1 


. Question for Jury. 


1. Purpose. 

The purpose of this section is not to protect 
pedestrians but to prevent traffic “bottle necks” 
and resulting collision between vehicles. Bor- 
den v. Daniel, 48 Tenn. App. 314, 346 S.W.2d 
283, 1960 Tenn. App. LEXIS 121 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1960). 


2. Application. 

This section only applies outside business or 
residential districts and was not applicable on 
issue of negligence of operator of mobile ice 
cream truck who parked truck to make sale of 
ice cream to children one of whom was struck 
by passing motorist. Hastings v. Smith, 223 
Tenn. 142, 443 S.W.2d 436, 1969 Tenn. LEXIS 
396 (1969). 


3. Negligence. 

It was not negligence for a mail carrier en- 
gaged in the discharge of his duties to stop his 
car in broad daylight as far off the paved 
portion of his highway as he could get leaving 
fifteen feet of unobstructed pavement for pas- 
sage of other vehicles and an unobstructed view 
of straight and practically level highway in 
both directions for a distance of several hun- 
dred feet. Borden v. Daniel, 48 Tenn. App. 314, 
346 S.W.2d 283, 1960 Tenn. App. LEXIS 121 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1960). 

Truck driver who stopped on wrong side of 
two lane highway just below a sharp curve was 
guilty of gross negligence, while driver of auto- 
mobile who drove down the mountain at a rate 
not exceeding the prevailing 30 miles per hour 
speed limit and did not see truck in time to 
avoid striking it was not guilty of negligence. 
Fontaine v. Mason Dixon Freight Lines, 49 
Tenn. App. 598, 357 S.W.2d 631, 1961 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 127 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1961). 

While the failure to sound the siren techni- 
cally prevented the ambulance attendants from 
relying on the exemption of T.C.A. § 55-8-108, 
because the failure to sound the siren had 
nothing to do with the cause of the accident, the 
county was not liable for accident victim’s inju- 
ries. Bennett v. Putnam County, 47 S.W.3d 438, 
2000 Tenn. App. LEXIS 684 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
2000). 


District court properly granted summary 
judgment under Fed. R. Civ. P. 56 in favor of a 
tractor-trailer driver in a negligence action 
where the driver’s actions in parking his dis- 
abled rig completely off the travel lanes of an 
interstate highway did not breach any common 
law duty of care or statutory duty of care under 
T.C.A. §§ 55-8-158 and 55-9-103; further, the 
tractor-trailer driver’s actions were not the 
proximate cause of the motor vehicle accident 
because it was not foreseeable within Tennes- 
see law that the driver of a motor vehicle, with 
an extended unobstructed view of the tractor- 
trailer, would leave three travel lanes of inter- 
state highway and strike the rig that was 
parked completely within the emergency 
breakdown lane. Kellner v. Budget Car & Truck 
Rental, Inc., 359 F.8d 399, 2004 U.S. App. 
LEXIS 3624, 2004 FED App. 59P (6th Cir.). 


4. Contributory Negligence of Guest. 

In personal injury action by guest in automo- 
bile, question of whether guest was contributor- 
ily negligent on ground that guest knew driver 
intended to test speed of automobile was for the 
jury. Bray v. Harwell, 50 Tenn. App. 143, 360 
5.W.2d 58, 1962 Tenn. App. LEXIS 145 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1962). 


5. Motorist May Assume No Illegal Ob- 
struction. 

Motorist has a right to assume that his 
passage will not be blocked by the illegal park- 
ing or stopping of another vehicle and is not 
required to maintain such control of his vehicle 
as to stop before striking an obstruction which 
he has a right to assume will not be there and 
the question of reasonable care on the part of 
such motorist is one of fact dependent upon the 
particular circumstances. Fontaine v. Mason 
Dixon Freight Lines, 49 Tenn. App. 598, 357 
S.W.2d 631, 1961 Tenn. App. LEXIS 127 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1961); Barr v. Charley, 215 Tenn. 445, 
387 S.W.2d 614, 1964 Tenn. LEXIS 532 (1964). 


6. Disabled Vehicles. 

Vehicle which notwithstanding flat tire could 
have been moved a few feet from traveled 
portion of roadway to wider section was not 
disabled within meaning of provision of this 
section exempting disabled vehicles from its 
provisions. Barr v. Charley, 215 Tenn. 445, 387 
S.W.2d 614, 1964 Tenn. LEXIS 532 (1964). 


7. Question for Jury. 

Fact that driver of car which struck vehicle 
parked on roadway in violation of this section 
may have been intoxicated would not as a 
matter of law bar recovery for wrongful death of 
driver since issue of proximate cause of death 
was for jury. Barr v. Charley, 215 Tenn. 445, 387 
S.W.2d 614, 1964 Tenn. LEXIS 5382 (1964). 
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55-8-159. Officers authorized to remove illegally stopped vehicles. 


(a) Whenever any police officer finds a vehicle standing upon a highway in 
violation of § 55-8-158, the officer is authorized to move the vehicle, or to 
require the driver or other person in charge of the vehicle to move it, to a 
position off the paved or main-traveled part of the highway. 

(b) Whenever any police officer finds a vehicle unattended upon any bridge 
or causeway or in any tunnel, or on any highway, where the vehicle constitutes 
an obstruction to traffic, the officer is authorized to provide for the removal of 
that vehicle to the nearest garage or other place of safety, at the expense of the 
owner. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 59; T.C.A., § 59-860. 


Cross-References. 
Responsibility for illegal parking, § 55-8- 
186. 


55-8-160. Stopping, standing or parking prohibited in specific places 
— Penalty — Exceptions for disabled veterans and persons 
with physical disabilities. 


(a) No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle outside of the limits of an 
incorporated municipality, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other 
traffic or in compliance with law or the directions of a police officer or 
traffic-control device; in any of the following places: 

(1) On a sidewalk; provided, that a bicycle may be parked on a sidewalk 
if it does not impede the normal and reasonable movement of pedestrian or 
other traffic, or such parking is not prohibited by ordinance; 

(2) In front of a public or private driveway; 

(3) Within an intersection; 

(4) Within seven and one-half feet (‘71%’) to fifteen feet (15’) of a fire 
hydrant. An incorporated municipality shall determine and shall appropri- 
ately identify the distance from a fire hydrant to stop, stand or park a 
vehicle; provided, that this distance conforms to this subdivision (a)(4); 

(5) On a crosswalk; 

(6) Within twenty feet (20') of a crosswalk at an intersection; 

(7) Within thirty feet (30') upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop 
sign or traffic-control signal located at the side of a roadway; 

(8) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within thirty feet (30’) 
of points on the curb immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless 
the department of transportation or local traffic authority indicates a 
different length by signs or markings; 

(9) Within fifty feet (50’) of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing; 

(10) Within twenty feet (20’) of the driveway entrance to any fire station 
and on the side of a street opposite the entrance to any fire station within 
seventy-five feet (75’) of that entrance when properly signposted; 

(11) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when 
stopping, standing or parking would obstruct traffic; 

(12) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or 
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curb of a street; 

(13) Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway or 
within a highway tunnel; 

(14) At any place where official signs prohibit stopping; and 

(15) In a parking space clearly identified by an official sign as being 
reserved for persons with physical disabilities, unless, however, the person 
driving the vehicle has a physical disability or is parking the vehicle for the 
benefit of a person with a physical disability. A vehicle parking in such a 
space shall display a certificate or placard as set forth in chapter 21 of this 
title, or a disabled veteran’s license plate issued under § 55-4-256. 

(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to a certified police cyclist engaged in the 
lawful performance of duty using a police bicycle as a barrier or traffic-control 
device at the scene of an emergency or in response to other calls for police 
service. 

(c) No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully under that person’s control 
into any such prohibited area or away from a curb such distance as is unlawful. 

(d)(1) This section shall not apply to the driver of any vehicle that is disabled 

while on the paved or improved or main traveled portion of a road, street or 

highway in a manner and to an extent that it is impossible to avoid stopping 
and temporarily leaving the vehicle in such position. 

(2) This section shall not apply to the driver of any vehicle operating as a 
carrier of passengers for hire who is authorized to operate such vehicle upon 
the roads, streets or highways in Tennessee, while taking passengers on the 
vehicle, or discharging passengers from that vehicle; provided, that the 
vehicle is stopped so that a clear view of the vehicle shall be obtained from 
a distance of two hundred feet (200') in each direction, upon the roads, 
streets or highways. 

(3) This section does not apply to a solid waste vehicle while on the paved 
or improved main traveled portion of a road, street or highway in a manner 
and to an extent as is necessary for the sole purpose of collecting municipal 
solid waste, as defined by § 68-211-802; provided, that the vehicle shall 
maintain flashing hazard lights at all times while it is stopping or standing; 
provided further, that the vehicle is stopped so that a clear view of the 
stopped vehicle shall be available from a distance of two hundred feet (200’) 
in either direction upon the highway. This subdivision (d)(3) does not 
preclude any claimant from pursuing a common law claim for recovery 
pursuant to common law negligence. 

(4) This section does not apply to a recycling vehicle while on the paved or 
improved main traveled portion of a road, street, or highway in a manner 
and to an extent as is necessary for the sole purpose of collecting or 
transporting recovered materials or recyclable materials; provided, that the 
vehicle shall maintain flashing hazard lights at all times while it is stopping 
or standing; provided further, that the vehicle is stopped or standing so that 
a clear view of the vehicle shall be available from a distance of two hundred 
feet (200’) in either direction upon the highway. This subdivision (d)(4) does 
not preclude any claimant from pursuing a common law claim for recovery 
pursuant to common law negligence. 

(e) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


55-8-161 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 60; impl. am. Acts 1959, 
ch..9, § 82impl! am? Acts 1972, chi 829, $7; 
Acts 1978, ch. 810, §§ 1, 2; T.C.A., § 59-861; 
Acts 1981, ch. 261, § 12; 1983, ch. 128, § 1; 
1985, ch. 138, § 2;'1989, ch. 591, § 113; 1992, 
ch. 784, §§ 3, 4; 1992, ch. 947, § 2; 1995, ch. 
140, § 3; 1995, ch. 305, § 114; 2004, ch. 634, 
§ 1; 2011, ch. 47, § 56; 2016, ch. 584, § 3; 2018, 
ch. 1023; §, 52. 


Code Commission Notes. Former subsec- 
tion (e), relating to parking certificates and 
placards for disabled veterans and handi- 
capped persons, was transferred to § 55-21-106 
by authority of the Code Commission in 1988. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Subdivision (a)(15) contains a penalty for 
unauthorized parking in a space reserved for 
the physically disabled; however, § 55-21-108 
also contains a similar, but different, penalty 
for unauthorized parking in a disabled parking 
space. 

Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 107 provided that noth- 
ing in the legislation shall be construed to alter 
or otherwise affect the eligibility for services or 
the rights or responsibilities of individuals cov- 
ered by the provision on the day before the date 
of enactment of this legislation, which was July 
1, 2011. 


MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 


442 


Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 108 provided that the 
provisions of the act are declared to be remedial 
in nature and all provisions of the act shall be 
liberally construed to effectuate its purposes. 


Cross-References. 

Distinguishing registration, license plates 
and placards, issuance to disabled or wheel- 
chair-confined persons, § 55-21-1038. 

Parking certificate and placards for disabled 
veterans and persons with a physical disability, 
§ 55-21-106. 

Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
cf 

Registration plates for disabled drivers, 
§ 55-4-209. 

Responsibility for illegal parking, § 55-8- 
186. 

Traffic and parking regulation on Capitol 
Hill, §§ 4-8-201, 4-8-202, 4-8-203. 

Unauthorized use of disabled parking or 
placard, § 55-21-108. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


Attorney General Opinions. 
Van accessible handicapped parking, OAG 
96-103, 1996 Tenn. AG LEXIS 118 (8/14/96). 


55-8-161. Additional parking regulations. 


(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, every vehicle stopped or 
parked upon a roadway where there are adjacent curbs shall be so stopped or 
parked with the right-hand wheels of the vehicle parallel to and within 
eighteen inches (18") of the right-hand curb. 

(b)(1) Local authorities may by ordinance permit parking of vehicles: with 

the left-hand wheels adjacent to and within eighteen inches (18”) of the 

left-hand curb of a one-way roadway. 

(2) Local authorities in any county having a metropolitan form of govern- 
ment with a population of more than five hundred thousand (500,000), 
according to the 2000 federal census or any subsequent federal census, upon 
determining that such parking would not interfere with the free movement 
of traffic nor cause an undue safety hazard, may by ordinance permit 
parking of vehicles with the left-hand wheels adjacent to and within 
eighteen inches (18”) of the left-hand curb of a roadway. . 
(c) Local authorities may by ordinance permit angle parking on any road- 

way, except that angle parking shall not be permitted on any federal aid or 
state highway, unless the department of transportation has determined that 
the roadway is of sufficient width to permit angle parking without interfering 
with the free movement of traffic. 

(d) A county may, by resolution of the county legislative body, prohibit 
parking on any roadway under its jurisdiction other than a federal aid or state 
highway when such parking is dangerous to those using the highway or 
interferes with the free movement of traffic. The county, with respect to 


443 OPERATION OF VEHICLES — RULES OF THE ROAD 55-8-162 
highways under its jurisdiction, shall place signs prohibiting or restricting the 
stopping, standing or parking of vehicles on any highway where, as designated 
by the county, stopping, standing or parking is dangerous to those using the 
highway or where the stopping, standing or parking of vehicles would unduly 
interfere with the free movement of traffic on those highways. Such signs shall 
be official signs and no person shall stop, stand or park any vehicle in violation 
of the restrictions stated on such signs. The primary responsibility for 
enforcing this subsection (d) shall be on the county prohibiting parking on any 
roadway under its jurisdiction. A violation of this section shall be punishable as 
provided by § 55-8-103. Each day a motor vehicle is in violation of this 
subsection (d) shall be a separate event. In the interest of public safety a 
county may remove a motor vehicle that is abandoned or disabled. 

(e) Except as provided in subsection (d), the department, with respect to 
highways under its jurisdiction outside of the limits of municipalities, shall 
place signs prohibiting or restricting the stopping, standing or parking of 
vehicles on any highway where, as designated by the department, stopping, 
standing or parking is dangerous to those using the highway or where the 
stopping, standing or parking of vehicles would unduly interfere with the free 
movement of traffic on those highways. Such signs shall be official signs and no 
person shall stop, stand or park any vehicle in violation of the restrictions 
stated on such signs. 


Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
supplement. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 61; impl. am. Acts 1959, 
en; 9,183; Acts 1978, ch. 505;.$ 1; TCIA. 


§ 59-862; Acts 2010, ch. 990, §§ 1, 2. Cross-References. 


Responsibility for illegal parking, § 55-8- 
Compiler’s Notes. 186. 


For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 
NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Civil Actions. Where parking at curb was not prohibited in 


In wrongful death action wherein motorcycle 
passenger was killed as result of collision of 
motorcycle with parked car, question of 
whether violation of statute and ordinance 
relative to manner of parking was proximate 
cause of collision was for the jury. Houser v. 
Persinger, 57 Tenn. App. 401, 419 S.W.2d 179, 
1967 Tenn. App. LEXIS 237 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1967). 


particular location operator of motorcycle was 
not entitled to assume that there would be free 
passage along the curb when he passed truck 
on right. Houser v. Persinger, 57 Tenn. App. 
401, 419 S.W.2d 179, 1967 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
237 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 


55-8-162. Unattended motor vehicles — Unattended vehicles contain- 
ing medical or hazardous waste — Penalty and liability — 
Application to utility — Inapplicability to ADS-operated 


vehicle. 


(a) No person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to stand 
unattended without first stopping the engine, locking the ignition, and 
effectively setting the brake thereon and, when standing upon any grade, 
turning the front wheels to the curb or side of the highway. 

(b)(1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, no person shall leave 

unsecured and unattended any truck, tractor-trailer or tractor-semitrailer 
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combination, with a rated capacity of more than one (1) ton, containing 
“medical waste,” as defined in rules promulgated under §§ 68-211-101 — 
68-211-122, or “hazardous waste,” as defined in § 68-212-104, in any 
residential area, or within one thousand feet (1,000’) of any church, school or 
park. 

(2)(A) Except as provided in subdivision (b)(2)(B), a violation of subdivi- 

sion (b)(1) is a Class A misdemeanor punishable only by a fine of five 

thousand dollars ($5,000). The fine imposed by this subdivision (b)(2)(A) 

shall be upon the owner of the truck, tractor-trailer or tractor-semitrailer 

combination. Each day of continued violation constitutes a separate 
violation. 

(B) In addition to any fine imposed upon the owner pursuant to 
subdivision (b)(2)(A), the driver’s license to drive shall be suspended for six 
(6) months. 

(C) Suspension of the driver’s commercial driver license pursuant to 
subdivision (b)(2)(B) shall not alter the driver’s eligibility to maintain a 
Class D driver license. 

(3) Nothing in this chapter shall alter the liability imposed by any other 
provision of law for unlawful disposal of medical waste. 

(4) This section shall only apply to persons operating any truck, tractor- 
trailer or tractor-semitrailer combination and transporting materials found 
to be hazardous under the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act, which 
requires the motor vehicle to be placarded. | 
(c)(1) Subsection (b) shall not apply to any utility. 

(2) As used in subdivision (c)(1), “utility” means any person, municipality, 
county, metropolitan government, electric cooperative, telephone coopera- 
tive, board, commission, district or any entity created or authorized by public 
act, private act, or general law to provide electricity, natural gas, water, 
waste water services, telephone services, or any combination thereof, for sale 
to consumers in any particular service area. 

(d) Subsection (a) shall not apply with respect to an ADS-operated vehicle. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 62; T.C.A., § 59-863; 
Acts 2000, ch. 776, § 1; 2001, ch. 308, §§ 1, 2; 
2017, ch. 474, § 4. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

The Hazardous Materials Transportation 
Act, referred to in this section, is compiled in 49 
U.S.C. § 5101 et seq. 


Cross-References. 

Responsibility for illegal parking, § 55-8- 
186. 

Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 2, 6, 14. 


Law Reviews. 

Negligence — Keys Left in Ignition — Theft 
from Private Property, 31 Tenn. L. Rev. 545. 

Tort Law — McClenahan v. Cooley: The Im- 
pact of Automobile Theft on Proximate Cause 
Issues — Distinctions Between Public and Pri- 
vate Property, 21 Mem. St. U.L. Rev. 595 
(1991). 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Construction. 
2. Negligence. 


1. Construction. 

This is a safety statute for the protection of 
life and property and its language will be given 
its ordinary meaning. Justus v. Wood, 209 
Tenn. 55, 349 S.W.2d 793, 1961 Tenn. LEXIS 
352 (1961). 


2. Negligence. 

While this section probably does not apply 
where the vehicle is parked off a public road or 
street, nevertheless it is indicative of what 
constitutes due care in parking and leaving a 
vehicle unattended, especially at a place fre- 
quented by the public. Beene v. Cook, 43 Tenn. 
App. 692, 311 S.W.2d 596, 1957 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 145 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1957). 

Question of whether owner who left keys in 
automobile in violation of this section was neg- 
ligent so as to be liable for actions of thief who 
stole automobile and was involved in collision 
was for the jury. Justus v. Wood, 209 Tenn. 55, 
348 S.W.2d 332, 1961 Tenn. LEXIS 344 (1961). 

Automobile dealer who left one of his “for 
sale” automobiles on his private lot, either with 
the switch open or a key in the lock, from 
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whence it was taken by a third party and 
subsequently involved in accident, did not fall 
within the provisions of this section; and decla- 
ration alleging such facts was not sufficient to 
present a factual question of negligence of au- 
tomobile dealer for jury. Young v. Costner- 
Eagleton Motors, Inc., 214 Tenn. 306, 379 
S.W.2d 785, 1964 Tenn. LEXIS 478 (1964). 

Parking lot operator who left customer’s keys 
in car while parked on lot where it was stolen 
was not liable in wrongful death action arising 
as result of fact that alleged thief killed third 
person while operating the automobile. Martel 
v. Chattanooga Parking Stations, Inc., 224 
Tenn. 232, 453 S.W.2d 767, 1970 Tenn. LEXIS 
320 (1970). 

Where defendant left his car unattended, 
with the keys in the ignition, in a private 
parking lot, the car was stolen, and in the 
ensuing police chase, the thief killed plaintiffs 
wife and child, the fact that the car was stolen 
from a private lot did not preclude a finding of 
negligence, where a jury might have concluded 
that a reasonable person would have foreseen 
the possibility of theft and would not have left 
his keys in the ignition of his unattended car, in 
a lot where the public had easy access. McCle- 
nahan v. Cooley, 806 S.W.2d 767, 1991 Tenn. 
LEXIS 100 (Tenn. 1991). 


The driver of a vehicle shall not back the vehicle unless that movement can 
be made with reasonable safety and without interfering with other traffic. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 63; T.C.A., § 59-864. 


55-8-164. Riding on motorcycles. 


(a) Aperson operating a motorcycle shall ride only upon the permanent and 
regular seat attached thereto, and such operator shall not carry any other 
person, nor shall any other person ride on a motorcycle, unless the motorcycle 
is designed to carry more than one (1) person, in which event a passenger may 
ride upon the permanent and regular seat if designed for two (2) persons, or 
upon another seat firmly attached to the rear or side of the operator. 

(b) A person shall ride upon a motorcycle only while sitting astride the seat, 
headlamp illuminated, facing forward, with one (1) leg on each side of the 
motorcycle. 

(c) No person shall operate a motorcycle while carrying any package, 
bundle, or other article which prevents the person from keeping both hands on 
the handlebars. 

(d) No operator shall carry any person, nor shall any person ride, in a 
position that will interfere with the operation or control of the motorcycle or 
the view of the operator. 

(e)(1) An operator commits an offense who, on the streets of any municipal- 
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ity, roads of any county, or the highways of this state, carries a child as a 

passenger on a motorcycle whose feet are not on footpegs; provided, that this 

subsection (e) shall not apply to persons riding in a motorcycle sidecar. 
(2)(A) A violation of this subsection (e) is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(B) A person charged with a violation of this subsection (e) may, in lieu 
of appearance in court, submit a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) to the clerk of 
the court that has jurisdiction of the offense within the county in which the 
offense charged is alleged to have been committed. 

(C) No litigation tax levied pursuant to title 67, chapter 4, part 6 shall 
be imposed or assessed against anyone convicted of a violation of this 
subsection (e), nor shall any clerk’s fee or court costs, including, but not 
limited to, any statutory fees of officers, be imposed or assessed against 
anyone convicted of a violation of this subsection (e). 

(D)(i) The revenue generated by ten dollars ($10.00) of the fifty-dollar 

($50.00) fine for a person’s first conviction under this subsection (e), 

shall be deposited in the state general fund without being designated for 

any specific purpose. The remaining forty dollars ($40.00) of the fifty- 
dollar ($50.00) fine for a person’s first conviction under this subsection 

(e) shall be deposited to the child safety fund as provided in 


§ 55-9-602(f). 


(ii) The revenue generated from a person’s second or subsequent 
conviction under this subsection (e) shall be deposited to the child safety 
fund as provided in § 55-9-602(f). 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 64; 1976, ch. 758, § 1; 
T.C.A., § 59-865; Acts 2012, ch. 907, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Criminal trespass by motor vehicle, § 39-14- 
407. 


Motorcycle rider education and safety, title 
Aowch op by: 

Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
147; 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Motorcycle as Means of Transportation. 
2. Passengers. 
3. Negligence. 
1 


. Motorcycle as Means of Transportation. 

A motorcycle is not in and of itself a danger- 
ous instrumentality and negligence is not to be 
inferred from the mere use of a motorcycle as a 
means of transportation. Duncan v. Ferrell, 58 
Tenn. App. 133, 427 S.W.2d 36, 1967 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 216 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967); Tutor v. 
Bingham, 545 S.W.2d 944, 1976 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 262 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1976). 


2. Passengers. 
A second rider on a motorcycle that complies 


with this section with reference to the seat does 
not assume the risk of injury merely by riding 
the motorcycle. Duncan v. Ferrell, 58 Tenn. 
App. 133, 427 S.W.2d 36, 1967 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 216 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 


3. Negligence. 

Where an automobile could not be driven in 
the right lane because of barricades which took 
up part of the lane, the jury was entitled to an 
instruction that negligence is not implied from 
the mere use of a motorcycle in that lane. Tutor 
v. Bingham, 545 S.W.2d 944, 1976 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 262 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1976). 
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55-8-165. Obstruction of driver’s view or interference with driver’s 
control — Penalties. 


(a) No person shall drive a vehicle when it is so loaded, or when there are in 
the front seat such a number of persons, exceeding four (4), as to obstruct the 
view of the driver to the front or sides of the vehicle or as to interfere with the 
driver’s control over the driving mechanism of the vehicle. 

(b) No passenger in a vehicle or streetcar shall ride in a position that 
interferes with the driver’s or operator’s view ahead or to the sides, or that 
interferes with the driver’s or operator’s control over the driving mechanism of 
the vehicle or streetcar. 

(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 65; T.C.A., § 59-866; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118. 111. 


55-8-166. Driving on mountain highways. 


The driver of a motor vehicle traveling on mountain highways shall hold that 
motor vehicle under control and as near the right-hand edge of the highway as 
reasonably possible and, upon approaching any curve where the view is 
obstructed within a distance of two hundred feet (200’) along the highway, 
shall give audible warning with the horn of the motor vehicle. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 66; T.C.A., § 59-867. 


55-8-167. Coasting prohibited — Penalties. 


(a) The driver of any motor vehicle, when traveling upon a down grade, shall 
not coast with the gears of the vehicle in neutral. 

(b) The driver of a commercial motor vehicle, when traveling upon a down 
grade, shall not coast with the clutch disengaged. 

(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 67; T.C.A., § 59-868; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 111. 


55-8-168. Following fire apparatus prohibited — Penalty. 


(a) The driver of any vehicle other than one on official business shall not 
follow any fire apparatus traveling in response to a fire alarm closer than five 
hundred feet (500’) or park the vehicle within the block where fire apparatus 
has stopped in answer to a fire alarm. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 68; T.C.A., § 59-869; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 1) Wh 
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55-8-169. Crossing fire hose — Penalty. 


(a) No streetcar or vehicle shall be driven over any unprotected hose of a fire 
department when laid down on any street, private driveway or streetcar track, 
to be used at any fire or alarm of fire, without the consent of the fire 
department official in command. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 69; T.C.A., § 59-870; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118. pal 


55-8-170. Putting glass, nails and other substances on highway pro- 
hibited — Penalty. 


(a) No person shall throw or deposit upon any highway any glass bottle, 
glass, nails, tacks, wire, cans or any other substance likely to injure any 
person, animal or vehicle upon the highway. 

(b) Any person who drops, or permits to be dropped or thrown, upon any 
highway any destructive or injurious material shall immediately remove the 
same or cause it to be removed. 

(c) Any person removing a wrecked or damaged vehicle from a highway 
shall remove any glass or other injurious substance dropped upon the highway 
from the vehicle. 

(d) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Vandalism and injuries to property, §§ 39- 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 70; T.C.A., § 59-871; 14-407, 39-14-408. 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-8-171. Operation of bicycles and play vehicles — Penalty — Effect 
of regulations. 


(a) Itis a Class C misdemeanor for any person to do any act forbidden or fail 
to perform any act required in §§ 55-8-171 — 55-8-177. 

(b) The parent of any child and the guardian of any ward shall not authorize 
or knowingly permit that child or ward to violate any of the provisions of this 
chapter and chapter 10, parts 1-5 of this title. 

(c) The regulations applicable to bicycles and electric bicycles shall apply 
whenever a bicycle or electric bicycle is operated upon any highway or upon 
any path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles subject to those exceptions 
stated herein. 

(d) This section and §§ 55-8-172 — 55-8-177 are applicable to electric 
bicycles as defined in § 55-8-301. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 71; T.C.A., § 59-872; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118; 2016, ch. 823, §§ 10, 111. 
i 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Children. 

Immature children under direct parental 
control are recognized as not being criminally 
responsible for violation of the statute. Thomas 
v. Harper, 53 Tenn. App. 549, 385 S.W.2d 130, 
1964 Tenn. App. LEXIS 122 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1964). 

In view of the legislative intent expressed in 
this section to impose liability and responsibil- 
ity for children’s compliance with the statute 
upon their parents, it is not reasonable or 
necessary to imply an intent to impose criminal 
liability on the children so as to abolish the 
common law rule with respect to infant’s con- 
tributory negligence. Thomas v. Harper, 53 


Tenn. App. 549, 385 S.W.2d 130, 1964 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 122 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1964). 

Subsection (b) imposes on the parent of a 
child the obligation to see that the statute is not 
violated. Thomas v. Harper, 53 Tenn. App. 549, 
385 S.W.2d 130, 1964 Tenn. App. LEXIS 122 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1964). 

These statutes fix no absolute rule of conduct 
for children between the ages of seven and 14 
and their applicability to such children depends 
upon the affirmative showing of such maturity 
of mind and discretion as to distinguish be- 
tween right and wrong in the particular case. 
Thomas v. Harper, 53 Tenn. App. 549, 385 
S.W.2d 130, 1964 Tenn. App. LEXIS 122 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1964). 


55-8-172. Traffic laws apply to persons riding bicycles — Penalty. 


(a) Every person riding a bicycle or electric bicycle, as defined in § 55-8-301, 
upon a roadway is granted all of the rights and is subject to all of the duties 
applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this chapter and chapter 10, parts 1-5 
of this title, except as to those provisions of this chapter and chapter 10, parts 
1-5 of this title that by their nature can have no application. 

(b) Every person riding a bicycle or electric bicycle, as defined in § 55-8-301, 
is subject to the special regulations in §§ 55-8-171 — 55-8-177 applicable to 
bicycles or electric bicycles. 

(c) Every person riding an electric bicycle, as defined in § 55-8-301, is 
subject to the special regulations in part 3 of this chapter applicable to electric 


bicycles. 


(d) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 72; T.C.A., § 59-873; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2016, ch. 823, § 12. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Right-of-Way. 
2. Children. 


1. Right-of-Way. 

Under § 55-8-131, a bicycle entering from a 
private road into a highway must yield the 
right-of-way to all vehicles approaching on the 
highway; however, this does not mean that no 
driver entering a highway from a private road 
can recover for injuries received in collision 
with an automobile driven along the highway, 
as it is ajury question of proximate cause if the 
automobile driver was likewise violating the 
law by not keeping a proper lookout, not driving 
in a careful manner or with wanton disregard 
for children. Lowe v. Irvin, 52 Tenn. App. 356, 
373 S.W.2d 623, 1963 Tenn. App. LEXIS 100 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1963). 


2. Children. 

In view of the legislative intent expressed in 
§ 55-8-171 to impose liability and responsibil- 
ity for children’s compliance with this section 
upon their parents it is not reasonable or nec- 
essary to imply an intent to impose criminal 
liability upon children so as to abolish the 
common law rule with respect to infant’s con- 
tributory negligence. Thomas v. Harper, 53 
Tenn. App. 549, 385 S.W.2d 130, 1964 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 122 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1964). 

This section is subject to the common law 
rule that children under the age of seven are 
incapable of contracting guilt and those be- 
tween seven and 14 are subject to a rebuttable 
presumption of incapacity to commit a crime. 
Thomas v. Harper, 53 Tenn. App. 549, 385 
S.W.2d 130, 1964 Tenn. App. LEXIS 122 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1964). 
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55-8-173. Riding on bicycles — Playing and use of play vehicles — 
Penalties. 


(a) A person propelling a bicycle shall not ride other than upon or astride a 
permanent and regular seat attached thereto, except for a certified police 
cyclist who is performing duties that require riding in a side dismounting 
position. 

(b) No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one (1) time than the 
number for which it is designed or equipped. 

(c) No person shall play on a highway other than upon the sidewalk thereof, 
within a city or town, or in any part of a highway outside the limits of a city or 
town, or use thereon roller skates, coasters or any similar vehicle or toy or 
article on wheels or a runner, except in those areas as may be specially 
designated for that purpose by local authorities. 

(d) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 73; T.C.A., § 59-874; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts; 1985,’ ch.138; § 383:1989,: che 592; 8. 1L33)) 4 111. 
1995, ch. 140, § 4. 


55-8-174. Clinging to vehicles — Penalty. 


(a) No person riding upon any bicycle, roller skates, sled or toy vehicle shall 
attach the bicycle, roller skates, sled or toy vehicle, or that person’s own body, 
to any streetcar or vehicle upon a roadway. 

(b) This section shall not be construed to prohibit the attachment of a bicycle 
trailer or bicycle semitrailer to a bicycle if the trailer or semitrailer is designed 
specifically for that purpose. 

(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 74; T.C.A., § 59-875; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1985, ch. 138, § 4; 1989, ch: 591, § 113. 111. 


55-8-175. Riding on roadways and bicycle paths — Penalty. 


(a)(1) Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at less than the 
normal speed of traffic at the time and place and under the conditions then 
existing shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the 
roadway, except under any of the following situations: 
(A) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the 
same direction; 
(B) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private 
road or driveway; or 
(C) When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions including, but not 
limited to, fixed or moving objects, parked or moving vehicles, pedestrians, 
animals, surface hazards, or substandard width lanes that make it unsafe 
to continue along the right-hand curb or edge. For purposes of this section, 
“substandard width lane” means a lane that is too narrow for a bicycle and 
another vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane. 
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(2) This subsection (a) does not apply to a certified police cyclist engaged 

in the lawful performance of duty relating to traffic control. 
(b)(1) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride more than two 
(2) abreast except on paths or parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive 
use of bicycles. Persons riding two (2) abreast shall not impede the normal 
and reasonable movement of traffic and, on a laned roadway, shall ride 
within a single lane. 

(2) Subdivision (b)(1) does not apply to a certified police cyclist engaged in 
the lawful performance of duty relating to traffic control or in pursuit of an 
actual or suspected violator of the law. 

(c)(1) This subsection (c) shall be known and may be cited as the “Jeff Roth 
and Brian Brown Bicycle Protection Act of 2007.” 

(2) The operator of a motor vehicle, when overtaking and passing a bicycle 
proceeding in the same direction on the roadway, shall leave a safe distance 
between the motor vehicle and the bicycle of not less than three feet (3') and 
shall maintain the clearance until safely past the overtaken bicycle. 

(d) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Pedalcyclists Protection Act of 2007, please 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 75; T.C.A., § 59-876; refer to Acts 2007, ch. 81. 
Acts 1985, ch. 138, § 5; 1989, ch. 591, § 118; 


1995, ch. 140, §§ 5, 6; 2007, ch. 81, § 1. Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Compiler’s Notes. 111. 


For the Preamble to the Jeff Roth Bicycle and 


55-8-176. Carrying articles on bicycles — Penalty. 


(a) No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article 
that prevents the driver from keeping at least one (1) hand upon the 
handlebars. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 76; T.C.A., § 59-877; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118. 111. 


55-8-177. Bicycle lamps and brakes — Penalties. 


(a) Every bicycle, when in use at nighttime, shall be equipped with a lamp 
on the front, which shall emit a white light visible from a distance of at least 
five hundred feet (500’) to the front, and either a red reflector or a lamp 
emitting a red light, which shall be visible from a distance of at least five 
hundred feet (500’) to the rear, when directly in front of lawful upper beams of 
head lamps on a motor vehicle. 

(b) Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake or brakes which will enable 
its driver to stop the bicycle within twenty-five feet (25’) from a speed of ten 
miles per hour (10 mph) on dry, level, clean pavement. 

(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Acts 1985, ch. 138, § 6; 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 77; T.C.A., § 59-878; 2009, ch. 397, § 1. 
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Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
bit, 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Negligence Per Se. 
2. Questions for Jury. 


1. Negligence Per Se. 

Fourteen year old boy was guilty of negli- 
gence per se in riding his unlighted bicycle on 
the highway in the nighttime. Chandler v. No- 


2. Questions for Jury. 

Question of whether negligent conduct of 
bicyclist in riding unlighted bicycle on highway 
at night caused or directly contributed to his 
death as result of being struck by automobile 
was for jury. Chandler v. Nolen, 50 Tenn. App. 
49, 359 S.W.2d 591, 1961 Tenn. App. LEXIS 139 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1961). 


len, 50 Tenn. App. 49, 359 S.W.2d 591, 1961 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 139 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1961). 


55-8-178. Regulations governing nonmotor vehicles and animals — 
Penalty. 


(a) Every driver or person having charge of any nonmotor vehicle, on any of 
the public roads in or of this state, on meeting and passing another vehicle, 
shall give one-half (14) of the road by turning to the right, so as not to interfere 
in passing. 

(b) When nonmotor vehicles on public roads are traveling in the same 
direction, and the driver of the hindmost desires to pass the foremost, each 
driver shall give one-half (14) of the road, the foremost by turning to the right, 
and the hindmost to the left. 

(c)(1) No driver shall stop a nonmotor vehicle on any of the public roads, for 

any cause or pretense whatever, without turning so far to the right as to 

leave at least one-half (2) of the road free, open, and unobstructed for other 
travelers and vehicles. 

(2) Subdivision (c)(1) does not apply to a certified police cyclist engaged in 
the lawful performance of duty relating to traffic control. 

(d) Drivers of nonmotor vehicles on public roads shall pass each other in a 
quiet, orderly, and peaceable manner, and shall not make any noise intended 
to disturb or frighten the driver or the animals drawing nonmotor vehicles. 

(e) No person shall willfully, by noise, gesture or by other means, on or near 
public roads, disturb or frighten the driver or rider or the animals ridden or 
drawing vehicles thereon. 

(f)(1) An intentional or careless violation of this section is a Class C 

misdemeanor. 

(2) A willful or malicious violation of this section, whereby the death of 
any person is occasioned, is a Class E felony. 

(g)(1) All horse-drawn vehicles and/or equipment, whether farm or passen- 

ger, Shall be equipped with a self-luminous white lamp which shall be visible 

from the front from a distance of at least five hundred feet (500’) and with a 

self-luminous red lamp on the rear which shall be visible from a distance of 

at least five hundred feet (500’) to the rear. 

(2) This subsection (g) applies only if the horse-drawn vehicle is used as 
the owner’s primary mode of personal or farm transportation and is 
regularly driven upon public roads or highways or the rights-of-way thereof. 
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(3) This subsection (g) does not apply in any county having a population 
of not less than three hundred nineteen thousand six hundred twenty-five 
(319,625) nor more than three hundred nineteen thousand seven hundred 
twenty-five (319,725) or of not less than eighty-eight thousand seven 
hundred (88,700) nor more than eighty-eight thousand eight hundred 
(88,800), according to the 1980 federal census or any subsequent federal 


census. 


History. 

Code 1858, §§ 1172-1177, 4649 (deriv. Acts 
1837-1838, ch. 114, §§ 1-6); Acts 1911, ch. 33; 
Shan., §§ 1600-1605, 6491; mod. Code 1932, 
8§ 2671-2677; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-879; Acts 
1988, ch. 947, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 452, §§ 1-3; 
1989, ch. 591, §§ 1, 6, 113; 1995, ch. 140, § 7. 


Code Commission Notes. The felony in this 
section has been designated as a Class E felony 
by authority of § 40-35-110, which provides 
that an offense designated a felony without 
specification as to category is a Class E felony. 
See also § 39-11-1138. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 
Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
supplement. 


Cross-References. 

Employer’s liability for violations by em- 
ployee, § 55-10-3138. 

Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
ddd 

Penalty for Class E felony, § 40-35-111. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 2. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Application. 

Duty of Foremost Driver. 

. Duty of Hindmost Driver. 

. Control of Horse and Vehicle. 

. Part of Road to Which Driver Entitled. 
. Last Clear Chance. 
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. Application. 

The statute requiring those using a public 
highway to turn to the right on meeting others 
has no application to those meeting at street 
crossing where each is traveling different 
streets. The law in that case requires each to 
use due care to avoid a collision. Knox v. Mem- 
phis St. Ry., 4 Tenn. Civ. App. (4 Higgins) 481 
(1914). 

The statute does not attempt to control, ex- 
cept in cases where vehicles are “meeting and 
passing” each other, or where they are passing 
each other; and the statute has no application 
to the situation where a road or public highway 
is being used by one vehicle alone, for it is clear 
that the use of the entire way is left to a vehicle 
when that way is not being used by another, 
and such is the common law. Knox v. Memphis 
St. Ry., 4 Tenn. Civ. App. (4 Higgins) 481 (1914). 

The sections constituting “the law of the 
road” are not applicable to a case involving 
collision at a street crossing. The rules of the 
common law apply. Price-Bass Co. v. Dawson, 7 
Tenn. Civ. App. (7 Higgins) 192 (1917). 


2. Duty of Foremost Driver. 
The driver of the foremost of two vehicles 
going in the same direction is not guilty of 


negligence in turning and occupying the left 
side of the road, when it is necessary for him to 
do so in entering his premises, and he remains 
thereon only a reasonable time, especially 
where the foremost driver has no knowledge of 
the vehicle following, or the desire of its driver 
to pass. Young v. Cowden, 98 Tenn. 577, 40 S.W. 
1088, 1897 Tenn. LEXIS 147 (1897). 


3. Duty of Hindmost Driver. 

When the roadway to which the hindmost 
vehicle is by law entitled is already occupied by 
another vehicle, and it is dangerous to pass by 
on the other side, it is the duty of the vehicle 
desiring to pass to stop and give warning to the 
one in front, so as to avoid any collision, before 
attempting to pass, and then not to attempt to 
pass unless it can be done safely. Young v. 
Cowden, 98 Tenn. 577, 40 S.W. 1088, 1897 
Tenn. LEXIS 147 (1897). 

Where in case involving accident occurring in 
September, 1928, evidence showed that bus 
was proceeding northward on its right side of 
road at speed of not more than 30 miles an hour 
and that automobile, driven at high speed, 
came suddenly from behind a southbound truck 
and proceeded thereafter on its wrong side of 
the road up to the point of collision with the 
bus, peremptory instructions for the bus com- 
pany for lack of substantial evidence of negli- 
gence of bus to submit to the jury were proper. 
Winn v. Consolidated Coach Corp., 65 F.2d 256, 
1933 U.S. App. LEXIS 2975 (6th Cir. Tenn. 
1933), cert. denied, 291 U.S. 668, 54S. Ct. 453, 
78 L. Ed. 1059, 1934 U.S. LEXIS 619 (1934). 
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4. Control of Horse and Vehicle. 

A driver upon a public road should have his 
horse and vehicle under such usual, ordinary, 
and reasonable control as to be able to stop and 
prevent a collision. Young v. Cowden, 98 Tenn. 
577, 40 S.W. 1088, 1897 Tenn. LEXIS 147 
(1897). 

A driver upon a public road is not required to 
have a horse and vehicle absolutely free from 
defects and vices, but only to exercise ordinary 
and reasonable care in this respect. The fact 
that a horse had shied once or twice in a 
number of years might not indicate negligence. 
Young v. Cowden, 98 Tenn. 577, 40 S.W. 1088, 
1897 Tenn. LEXIS 147 (1897). 


5. Part of Road to Which Driver Entitled. 
The law of the road recognizes that a driver 
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may occupy any part of the road which will not 
obstruct or interfere with the rights of others 
driving on the highway. Young v. Cowden, 98 
Tenn. 577, 40 S.W. 1088, 1897 Tenn. LEXIS 147 
(1897). 


6. Last Clear Chance. 

A driver of the hindmost vehicle cannot avoid 
liability for injuries by collision to one riding in 
the foremost vehicle, because the driver thereof 
violated the statute in turning to the left in- 
stead of the right, and stopping on the left side, 
where, after seeing that the foremost vehicle 
had so turned to the left and stopped, he might 
have avoided the collision by stopping or by 
turning far enough to the right in passing. 
Young v. Cowden, 98 Tenn. 577, 40 S.W. 1088, 
1897 Tenn. LEXIS 147 (1897). 


55-8-179. Use of raised identifying cane or blaze orange dog leash 
restricted to blind or deaf persons — Penalty. 


(a) No person, unless totally or partially blind or otherwise incapacitated, 
while on any public street or thoroughfare shall carry in any raised or extended 
position any cane or similar walking stick colored white or white tipped with 


red. 


(b) No person, unless totally or partially deaf, shall carry, hold, or use on any 
street, highway, or in any other public place, a leash blaze orange in color on 


any dog accompanying that person. 


(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 72, § 1 (Williams, § 2670.10); 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-880; Acts 1980, ch. 488, 
§ 1;.1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
LU: 


55-8-180. Pedestrians led by guide dog or carrying identifying cane 
given right-of-way — Penalty. 


(a) Whenever any pedestrian guided by a guide dog or dog on a blaze orange 
leash, or carrying in any raised or extended position a cane or similar stick 
white in color or white tipped with red, shall undertake to cross any public 
street or thoroughfare in this state, the driver of each and every vehicle 
approaching that pedestrian carrying the cane or stick or conducted by such 
dog shall bring such vehicle to a complete stop and before proceeding shall take 
all precautions necessary to avoid injuring the pedestrian; provided, that 
nothing in this section shall be construed as making any person totally or 
partially blind or otherwise incapacitated guilty of contributory negligence in 
undertaking to cross any street or thoroughfare without being guided by a 
trained dog or carrying a cane or stick of the type specified in subsection (a). 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1951, ch. 72, § 2 (Williams, §§ 2670.11, 


2670.12); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-881; Acts 1980, 
ch. 488, § 2; 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 
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Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
rr. 


55-8-181. Rights and duties of motorcycle or autocycle operator. 


Every person operating a motorcycle or autocycle is granted all of the rights 
and is subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of any other vehicle 
under this chapter and chapter 9 of this title, except as to special regulations 
in this chapter and except as to those provisions of this chapter and chapter 9 
of this title that by their nature can have no application. 


History. 
Acts 1976, ch. 758, § 4; T.C.A., § 59-882; 
Acts 2016, ch. 1015, § 5. 


55-8-182. Operation of motorcycles on laned roadways. 


(a) All motorcycles are entitled to full use of a lane and no motor vehicle 
shall be driven in a manner that deprives any motorcycle of the full use of a 
lane. This subsection (a) shall not apply to motorcycles operated two (2) 
abreast in a single lane. 

(b) The operator of a motorcycle shall not overtake and pass in the same 
lane occupied by the vehicle being overtaken. 

(c) No person shall operate a motorcycle between lanes of traffic or between 
adjacent lines or rows of vehicles. 

(d) Motorcycles shall not be operated more than two (2) abreast in a single 
lane. 

(e) Motorcycles that are autocycles shall not be operated more than two (2) 
abreast in a single lane. 

(f) Subsections (b) and (c) shall not apply to police officers in the perfor- 
mance of their official duties. 


History. 
Acts 1976, ch. 758, § 5; T.C.A., § 59-883; 
Acts 2016, ch. 1015, § 7. 


55-8-183. Funeral processions. 


(a) Funeral processions properly identified by a flashing amber light on the 
lead vehicle, or identified as a police escort, where the vehicle has visual 
signals and is equipped with or displays an amber light accompanied by a blue 
light visible from the front of the vehicle, or led by a properly identified escort, 
shall have the right-of-way on any street, highway, or road through which they 
may pass, subject to the following provisions: 

(1) The operator of the leading vehicle in a funeral procession shall 
comply with stop signs and traffic-control signals, but when the leading 
vehicle has progressed across an intersection in accordance with that signal 
or after stopping as required by the stop sign, all vehicles of the procession 
may proceed without stopping regardless of the sign or signal when each of 
these vehicles has its headlights lighted; 
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(2) Vehicles in a funeral procession shall drive on the right-hand side of 
the roadway and shall follow the vehicle ahead as close as is practical and 
safe; 

(3) Operators of vehicles in a funeral procession shall yield the right-of- 
way to an authorized emergency vehicle giving audible signal by siren and 
shall yield the right-of-way when directed to do so by a traffic officer; 

(4) On public highways and interstates, vehicles in a funeral procession 
shall proceed at a minimum speed of forty-five miles per hour (45 mph); and 
otherwise, on streets and roads at a speed not to exceed five miles per hour 
(5 mph) below the posted speed; 

(5) Vehicles following a funeral procession on a two-lane highway may not 
attempt to pass the procession; and 

(6) No operator of a vehicle shall drive between vehicles in a properly 
identified funeral procession except when directed to do so by a traffic officer. 
(b) Motorcycle escorts of properly identified funeral processions may: 

(1) Notwithstanding § 55-8-182(c) or any other law to the contrary, 
operate a motorcycle between lanes of traffic or between adjacent lines or 
rows of vehicles; 

(2) Notwithstanding § 55-9-201 or any other law to the contrary, install a 
bell, siren, or exhaust whistle of a type approved by the sheriff of the county 
in which the motorcycle is to be operated; provided, that the system is 
deactivated at all times the motorcycle is not escorting a properly identified 
funeral procession; and 

(3) Notwithstanding § 55-9-402 or any other law to the contrary, install a 
ereen strobe flashing light system of a type approved by the sheriff of the 
county in which the motorcycle is to be operated; provided, that the system 
is deactivated at all times the motorcycle is not escorting a properly 
identified funeral procession. 

(c)(1) Unless complying with the specific order of a law enforcement officer, 
no operator of a motor vehicle shall knowingly: 

(A) Fail to yield the right-of-way to a properly identified funeral 
procession progressing across an intersection in accordance with subdivi- 
sion (a)(1); 

(B) While following a properly identified funeral procession along a 
two-lane street, road or highway, pass or attempt to pass a properly 
identified funeral procession; or 

(C) Drive or attempt to drive between the vehicles within a properly 
identified funeral procession. 

(2) Each violation of subdivision (c)(1) is punishable by a civil penalty not 
to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00). 

(3) For purposes of this subsection (c), to be a “properly identified” funeral 
procession, the procession must be indicated by a flashing amber light and a 
auditory signaling device mounted on the lead vehicle or by other properly 
identified escort, and a flag or other appropriate marking device on each 
vehicle in the procession indicating that the vehicle is part of the funeral 
procession. 

(4) Any county or municipality may adopt the provisions of this subsec- 
tion (c) for properly identified funeral processions within its jurisdiction by 
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a two-thirds (24) vote of the legislative body of that county or municipality. If 
a county or municipality adopts this subsection (c), the presiding officer of 
that legislative body shall proclaim and certify its adoption to the secretary 


of state. 


History. 

Acts 1978, ch. 498, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-884; 
Acts 1999, ch. 450, § 3; 2000, ch. 691, § 1; 
2001, ch. 50, § 1; 2002, ch. 509, §§ 1, 2; 2008, 
ch. 72, § 1; 2006, ch. 581, § 1. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

If a constable is escorting a funeral for a 
private party, the constable should take care 
not to convey the impression that the service is 
being performed in an official capacity; thus, 


the constable should not perform such services 
while in uniform or driving an official car using 
red or blue flashing lights and/or a siren, OAG 
02-116, 2002 Tenn. AG LEXIS 121 (10/18/02). 

Funeral procession escort’s duty, OAG 06- 
076, 2006 Tenn. AG LEXIS 85 (4/24/06). 

Authority of full-time law enforcement offi- 
cers and reserve officers, both on or off duty, 
and funeral escort services as to use of flashing 
blue lights and sirens. OAG 13-52, 2013 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 52 (7/2/13). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Generally. 

The statute imposed no specific duties upon 
the officer assigned to escort a funeral proces- 
sion; however, that does not mean that the 
defendant has no duty to provide the escort in a 


safe manner. Anderson v. City of Chattanooga, 
978 S.W.2d 105, 1998 Tenn. App. LEXIS 236 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1998), review or rehearing de- 
nied, 978 S.W.2d 105, 1998 Tenn. LEXIS 636 
(Tenn. 1998). 


55-8-184. Indication of ownership on traffic control signs, signals, 
markers or devices — Unlawful possession — Penalty. 


(a) The department of transportation or any agency of local government 
responsible for erection or maintenance of any traffic-control sign, signal, 
marker or device is authorized to indicate the ownership of the sign, signal, 
marker and device in letters on the back of those items in letters not less than 
one-fourth inch (}4") nor more than three-fourths inch (34”") in height by use of 
a metal stamp, etching, or other permanent marking. 

(b) Unlawful possession of any such sign, signal, marker or device is a Class 
C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1978, ch. 778, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-885; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-8-185. Use of off-highway motor vehicles on highways. 


(a) No off-highway motor vehicle as defined in § 55-3-101(c)(2) shall be 
operated or driven upon a highway unless the vehicle is registered as a 
medium speed vehicle pursuant to §§ 55-8-101 and 55-4-136; is registered as 
a Class I or Class II off-highway vehicle pursuant to chapter 4, part 7 of this 
title, and operated on county roads pursuant to § 55-8-203; is operated or 
driven pursuant to subsection (c) or (e); or is operated or driven for the purpose 
of crossing a highway as follows: 

(1) On a two-lane highway, only to cross the highway at an angle of 
approximately ninety degrees (90°) to the direction of the roadway and at a 
place where a quick and safe crossing may be made; 

(2) With respect to the crossing of a highway having more than two (2) 
lanes, or a highway having limited access, off-highway motor vehicles may 
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cross these highways, but only at a place designated by the department of 

transportation or local government authorities with respect to highways 

under their respective jurisdictions as a place where such motor vehicles, or 
specified types of such motor vehicles, may cross the highways, and these 
vehicles shall cross these highways only at those designated places and only 
in a quick and safe manner; and 

(3) The department and local government authorities with respect to 
highways under their respective jurisdictions may designate, by the erection 
of appropriate signs of a type approved by the department, places where 
these motor vehicles, or specified types of these motor vehicles, may cross 
any highway having more than two (2) lanes or having limited access. 

(b) Off-highway motor-driven cycles defined in § 55-3-101(c)(2) may be 
moved, by nonmechanical means only, adjacent to a roadway, in a manner so 
as to not interfere with traffic upon the highway, only for the purpose of gaining 
access to, or returning from, areas designed for the operation of off-highway 
vehicles, when no other route is available. The department or local government 
authority may designate access routes leading to off-highway parks as suitable 
for the operation of off-highway vehicles, if such access routes are available to 
the general public only for pedestrian and off-highway motor vehicle travel. 

(c)(1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, three- or four-wheel all- 

terrain vehicles or three- or four-wheel off-highway vehicles may be operated 

on: 

(A) Oneida & Western (O&W) Railroad Road from its intersection with 
Verdun Road southwestward to its terminus, within the jurisdiction of 
Scott County; 

(B) State Route 63 between U.S. Highway 27 and Annadell Road within 
the jurisdiction of the Town of Huntsville in Scott County on any two (2) 
weekends per year during the hours of daylight, which includes the thirty 
(30) minutes before dawn and the thirty (30) minutes after dusk; except, 
that during one (1) day on each weekend, the off-highway vehicles may be 
operated during the hours of daylight or nighttime until twelve o'clock 
(12:00) midnight. The operation pursuant to this subdivision (c)(1)(B) shall 
be approved by a two-thirds (%%) vote of the local legislative body of the 
municipality and monitored by a local law enforcement agency. Any local 
legislative body that has approved the operation of the vehicles pursuant 
to this subdivision (c)(1)(B) as it existed prior to April 28, 2017, shall not 
be required to resubmit and reapprove the operation pursuant to this 
subdivision (c)(1)(B) on or after April 28, 2017; 

(C) State Route 62 from its intersection with Wind Rock Road westward 
to its intersection with Winter Gap Road, then southeastward on Winter 
Gap Road to its intersection with State Route 61 (Railroad Avenue), then 
eastward on State Route 61 (Railroad Avenue) to its intersection with 
State Route 62, within the jurisdiction of Oliver Springs in Anderson 
County on any two (2) weekends per year during the hours of daylight, 
which includes the thirty (30) minutes before dawn and the thirty (30) 
minutes after dusk; provided, that the operation is approved by a two- 
thirds (24) vote of the local legislative body of the municipality and 
monitored by a local law enforcement agency; 
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(D) State Route 330 from its intersection with State Route 62 westward 
to its intersection with State Route 61, then southwestward on West 
Spring Street to its intersection with Winter Gap Road, within the 
jurisdiction of Oliver Springs in Anderson County on any two (2) weekends 
per year during the hours of daylight, which includes the thirty (30) 
minutes before dawn and the thirty (30) minutes after dusk; provided, 
that the operation is approved by a two-thirds (24) vote of the local 
legislative body of the municipality and monitored by a local law enforce- 
ment agency; 

(EK) State Route 63 from its intersection with Ershell Collins Road West 
to its intersection with Titus Hollow Road in Campbell County; 

(F) State Route 63 from its intersection with Old Stinking Creek Road 
West to its intersection with Old Highway 63 in Campbell County; 

(G) State Route 116 from its intersection with U.S. Highway 25W (State 
Route 9) West to its intersection with Better Chance Road in Campbell 
County; 

(H) U.S. Highway 25W (State Route 9) from its intersection with State 
Route 116 to its intersection with Dogwood Road in Campbell County; 

(I) U.S. Highway 25W (State Route 9) from its intersection with North 
Tennessee Avenue to its intersection with Ivy Dale Road in Campbell 
County; 

(J) U.S. Highway 25W (State Route 9) from its intersection with 
McClouds Trail to 4267 U.S. Highway 25W South, which segment is 
approximately two and one-half (2.5) miles long, in Campbell County; 

(K) U.S. Highway 25W (State Route 9) from its intersection with Elk 
Tower on Austin Powder Road to the Peabody Convenience Center in 
Campbell County; 

(L) U.S. Highway 25W (State Route 9) from its intersection with 
Highcliff Road to its intersection with the Kentucky state line at State 
Street in Campbell County; 

(M) State Route 297 from its intersection with U.S. Highway 25W to its 
intersection with London Avenue in Campbell County; 

(N) State Route 297 from its intersection with Woolridge Pike to its 
intersection with Whistle Creek Road in Campbell County; 

(O) U.S. Highway 25W from TN Exit 160 to Crouches Creek Hollow 
Road in Campbell County; 

(P) State Route 116 from its intersection with Rattlesnake Ridge Road, 
which is approximately one and two-tenths (1.2) miles north of State 
Route 62, then northward on State Route 116 for approximately three and 
four-tenths (3.4) miles to its intersection with the walking trails of Frozen 
Head State Park and Trail 27 of Wind Rock Park, within Morgan County 
between the hours of eight o’clock a.m. (8:00 a.m.) and eight o’clock p.m. 
(8:00 p.m.); 

(Q) State Route 53 beginning from the Granville Marina and Resort 
and ending at the Sutton Homestead in the Town of Granville; 

(R) State Route 167 from mile marker 10 to mile marker 13, within the 
jurisdiction of Johnson County; 

(S) State Route 133 from its intersection with U.S. Highway 421 to the 
Tennessee-Virginia state line, within the jurisdiction of Johnson County; 
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(T) U.S. Highway 421 from the Mountain City limits to its intersection 
with Corner Road, within the jurisdiction of Johnson County; 

(U) State Route 13 from the Wayne County — Perry County boundary to 
its intersection with Turnbo Lane, within the jurisdiction of Perry County; 

(V) State Route 329 from its intersection with U.S. Highway 27 to 849 
Deer Lodge Highway, within the jurisdiction of the City of Sunbright in 
Morgan County; 

(W) U.S. Highway 27 from its junction with Mill Road northward to its 
junction with State Route 62, within the jurisdiction of Morgan County; 
and 

(X) State Route 167 from its intersection with Rainbow Road to its 
intersection with Dotson Lane, within the jurisdiction of Mountain City in 
Johnson County, which segment is approximately one-half (.5) mile. 

(2) Drivers operating vehicles pursuant to subdivisions (c)(1) and (3)-(5) 
shall obey the rules of the road, operate with due care, and the operator and 
each passenger shall wear a helmet in accordance with § 55-9-302. While on 
the authorized portion of the highways designated in subdivisions (c)(1) and 
(3)-(5), the vehicles shall display tail lamps and headlights. Headlights on 
the vehicles shall, under normal atmospheric conditions and on a level road, 
produce a driving light sufficient to render clearly discernible a person two 
hundred feet (200') ahead. 

(3) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any off-highway motor 
vehicle as defined in § 55-3-101(c)(2) may be operated within the jurisdiction 
of Johnson County on the segment of State Route 167 from the entrance of 
the Roan Creek Campground to Doe Mountain, which segment is approxi- 
mately one-half mile (0.5 mi.). 

(4) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any all-terrain vehicles may 
be operated on the following portions of highways within the jurisdiction of 
Anderson County: 

(A) State Route 116 from its intersection with Beech Grove Lane to its 
intersection with U.S. Highway 25W; 

(B) State Route 116 (U.S. Highway 25W) from its intersection with 
Colonial Lane southward to its intersection with Jacksboro Avenue; 

(C) Mountainside Lane from 120 Mountainside Lane to its intersection 
with Colonial Lane, and then southeastward on Colonial Lane to its 
intersection with State Route 116 (U.S. Highway 25W); 

(D) Boling Road from 167 Boling Road to its intersection with Railroad 
Avenue, then southward on Railroad Avenue to its intersection with Norris 
Freeway (U.S. Highway 441), and then eastward on Norris Freeway (U.S. 
Highway 441) to its intersection with State Route 116 (U.S. Highway 
25W); 

(EK) State Route 116 (U.S. Highway 25W) from its intersection with Fork 
Mountain Road to its intersection with Windrock Trail, which is desig- 
nated by the wildlife resources agency as G-71; 

(F) State Route 116 (U.S. Highway 25W) from its intersection with 
Colonial Lane to its intersection with Better Chance Road; 

(G) U.S. Highway 441 (Norris Freeway) from its intersection with State 
Route 116 (U.S. Highway 25W) to 709 Norris Freeway; 
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(H) State Route 116 from its intersection with State Route 330 to its 
intersection with Windrock Park Trail 74; and 

(1) State Route 116 from its intersection with State Route 330 to its 
intersection with Windrock Park Trail 75. 

(5) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any Class I or Class II 
off-highway vehicle as defined in § 55-8-101 that is registered pursuant to 
chapter 4, part 7 of this title, may be operated on the following state routes 

_ that are within the jurisdiction of Hickman County, if the requirements in 
§ 55-8-203(c) and (d) are satisfied: 

(A) State Route 48 North from its intersection with State Route 100 to 
its intersection with Piney River Road, which is approximately eight and 
seven-tenths miles (8.7 miles), within the jurisdiction of Hickman County; 

(B) State Route 100 from its intersection with North Tidwell Road to its 
intersection with Wrigley Road, which is approximately four and one- 
tenth miles (4.1 miles), within the jurisdiction of Hickman County; and 

(C) State Route 230 West from its intersection with Dodd Hollow Road 
to its intersection with East Sugar Creek Road, which is approximately 
one and nine-tenths (1.9 miles), within the jurisdiction of Hickman 
County. 

(d) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
‘only of not more than fifty dollars ($50.00). 
(e) In addition to subsections (a)-(d), notwithstanding any law to the 
contrary, an all-terrain vehicle as defined in § 55-8-101 may be operated or 
| driven upon any unpaved streets, roads, or highways, as designated specifi- 
cally for such purpose upon two-thirds (2) vote by the local governing body, 
‘and included within the boundaries of an adventure tourism district estab- 
lished pursuant to title 11, chapter 11, part 2, if such all-terrain vehicle 
complies with the following: 

(1) The governing body of a municipality or metropolitan government may 
regulate in any manner, by lawfully enacted ordinance, the operation of any 
all-terrain vehicle crossing of a street, road or highway solely under the 
municipality’s jurisdiction; provided, that such municipality provides writ- 
ten notification to the department of safety prior to the effective date of the 
ordinance and posts appropriate signage designating such all-terrain vehicle 
crossing on such street, road or highway; 

(2) The governing body of any county may by lawfully enacted resolution 
regulate the operation of all-terrain vehicles on any street, road or highway 
solely under the county’s jurisdiction; provided, that such county provides 
written notification to the department of safety prior to such resolution 
becoming effective and posts appropriate signage designating such street, 
road or highway for all-terrain vehicle use; 

(3) An all-terrain vehicle is specifically restricted to only between one-half 
(1%) hour after sunrise and one-half (12) hour before sunset, and the headlight 
and taillight shall be illuminated during such operation; 

(4) The operator and all passengers of an all-terrain vehicle shall wear a 
helmet while driving or operating such vehicle on a street, road or highway; 

(5) Any additional safety requirements imposed by the local governing 
body for all-terrain vehicle operation on streets, roads or highways in such 
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municipality, metropolitan government or county; and 

(6) No all-terrain vehicles shall be operated on any state highway or any 
highway that is a part of the interstate and defense highway system. 
(f) Operation of the following all-terrain vehicles shall be exempt from 


subsection (e): 


(1) All-terrain vehicles operated for agricultural purposes; and 
(2) Publicly-owned and operated all-terrain vehicles that are used for 
management, law enforcement, emergency services and other such pur- 


poses. 


History. 

Acts 1982, ch. 749, § 2; 2005, ch. 60, § 1; 
2007, ch. 448, § 1; 2011, ch. 383, § 3; 2014, ch. 
871, § 2; 2015, ch. 429, §§ 1, 2; 2016, ch. 647, 
§§ 1-3; 2016, ch. 790, §§ 11, 12; 2016, ch. 940, 
§$.1, 2: 2017. ch. 172, $ 1) 2OLT, ch,83. 98 1, 
2.2017: ‘ch. 218,'8 "1s 2018,” cli. "Goo, Se 1. 2; 
2019, ch. 175, § 1; 2019, ch. 206, § 1; 2019, ch. 
2308) 132009. ch. 225. Su2020.eby Tousen hk, 
2; 2020, ch. 789, § 1. 


Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment by ch. 773 substituted 
“subdivisions (c)(1), (3)-(5)” for “subdivisions 
(c)(1 ), (3), and (4)” twice in (c)(2); and added 
(c)(5). 

The 2020 amendment by ch. 789 added 
(c)(1)(X). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 773, § 3. July 15, 2020. 
Acts 2020, ch. 789, § 2. July 15, 2020. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
i wb 


Attorney General Opinions. 

An all-terrain vehicle that is registered as a 
“medium speed vehicle” pursuant to T.C.A. 
§§ 55-8-101 and 55-4-136 may be operated on a 
state highway that has a posted speed limit of 
40 miles per hour or less. OAG 14-97, 2014 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 100 (10/30/14). 


55-8-186. Responsibility for illegal parking. 


(a) The responsibility for illegally parking on any road, highway, or street in 
this state in any restricted zone or space to include, but not limited to: 
(1) An unauthorized parking space designated for persons with disabili- 
ties as provided for in §§ 55-21-106 and 55-21-108; 
(2) Specifically prohibited places, as provided for in § 55-8-160; 


(3) No parking zones; 


(4) Overtime zones or metered parking spaces; or 


(5) Fire lanes; 


shall not apply to the registered owner of a rented or leased vehicle parked in 
violation of law when that owner can furnish sworn evidence that the vehicle 
was, at the time of the parking violation, leased or rented to another person. 

(b) In such instances, the owner of the vehicle shall, within thirty (30) days 
after notification of the parking violation, furnish to the appropriate court or 
law enforcement agency, the name, address, and driver license number of the 
person or company who leased or rented the vehicle. If the owner fails to 
provide the information within the thirty-day period, then the owner shall 
become personally liable for the violation. 


History. 
Acts 1985, ch. 248, § 1; 2011, ch. 47, § 57. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 107 provided that noth- 
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ing in the legislation shall be construed to alter 
or otherwise affect the eligibility for services or 
the rights or responsibilities of individuals cov- 
ered by the provision on the day before the date 
of enactment of this legislation, which was July 
22011. 

Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 108 provided that the 
provisions of the act are declared to be remedial 
in nature and all provisions of the act shall be 
liberally construed to effectuate its purposes. 
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Cross-References. 

Parking at capitol buildings and grounds, 
title 4, ch. 8, part 2. 

Parking restrictions, §§ 55-8-158 — 55-8- 
161. 

Requirements as to unattended vehicles, 
§ 55-8-162. 

Unauthorized parking in spaces designated 
for disabled, § 55-21-108. 


55-8-187. Obscene or patently offensive bumper stickers, window 
signs, or other markings prohibited. 


To avoid distracting other drivers and thereby reduce the likelihood of 
accidents arising from lack of attention or concentration, the display of obscene 
and patently offensive movies, bumper stickers, window signs or other mark- 
ings on or in a motor vehicle that are visible to other drivers is prohibited and 
display of such materials shall subject the owner of the vehicle on which they 
are displayed, upon conviction, to a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00). “Obscene” or 
“patently offensive” has the meaning specified in § 39-17-901. 


would prohibit the showing within motor ve- 
hicles of obscene and patently offensive movies 
which are visible to other drivers, OAG 04-086, 
2004 Tenn. AG LEXIS 82 (5/05/04). 


History. 
Acts 1988, ch. 764, § 1; 1996, ch. 675, § 64; 
2004, ch. 796, § 1; 2011, ch. 58, § 1. 


Attorney General Opinions. 
Constitutionality of proposed legislation that 


55-8-188. High occupancy vehicles — Lanes. 


(a) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Emergency vehicles” means any vehicle of a governmental depart- 
ment or public service corporation when responding to an emergency; any 
vehicle of a police or fire department; and any ambulance; 

(2) “High occupancy vehicle” means a public transportation vehicle; 
privately owned bus; motorcycle; private passenger motor vehicle (including 
vans and pick-up trucks) carrying not less than two (2) passengers, or more 
as determined by the commissioner of transportation; 

(3) “HOV lane” means that lane or set of lanes on a highway facility of any 
class, so designated by signing, pavement delineation or markings, and 
other means of positive guidance, or any of them, that is reserved for the 
exclusive use of authorized high occupancy vehicles during specified hours of 
specified days of the week, in order to provide preferential service over 
traditional, mixed vehicles on that remaining part of the same highway 
facility; 

(4) “Inherently low-emission vehicle” or “ILEV” means: 

(A) A light-duty vehicle or light-duty truck, regardless of whether the 
vehicle or truck is part of a motor vehicle fleet, with a gross vehicle weight 
of twenty-six thousand pounds (26,000 lbs.) or less that has been certified 
by the federal environmental protection agency as conforming to the ILEV 
guidelines, procedures and standards as published in 40 CFR 88.311.93; 
and 

(B) A heavy-duty vehicle powered by an engine that has been certified 
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as set forth in subdivision (4)(A); and 

(5) “Low-emission and energy-efficient vehicle” or “LEEEV” means a 
motor vehicle that has been certified by the federal environmental protection 
agency as conforming to the low-emission and energy-efficient vehicle 
guidelines, procedures and standards as published in the Federal Register at 

72 FR 29102 (May 24, 2007). 

(b) Drivers shall obey the directions of every official traffic control device 
which is erected or placed to restrict usage of a lane designated for high 
occupancy vehicles. 

(c)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (c)(2), operation of a vehicle other 

than a high occupancy vehicle in an HOV lane is an offense. Drivers of 

emergency vehicles shall be exempt from this subdivision (c)(1). 

(2)(A) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (c)(2)(D), a motor 
vehicle with a gross vehicle weight of twenty-six thousand pounds (26,000 
lbs.) or less that is either an inherently low-emission vehicle or a 
low-emission and energy-efficient vehicle may be operated in an HOV lane 
without regard to the number of persons in the vehicle and without 
payment of a special toll or fee. The exemptions relating to ILEVs and 
LEEEVs shall apply only if the exemptions do not affect the receipt of 
federal funds and do not violate any federal laws or regulations. 

(B) No person shall operate a vehicle upon an HOV lane pursuant to 
this subdivision (c)(2) unless the vehicle is identified by means of a sticker 
or decal. The sticker or decal shall be approved jointly by the department 
of revenue and the department of transportation, in consultation with the 
department of safety. The department of revenue shall provide the sticker 
or decal to owners of qualified motor vehicles upon proper documentation, 
as established by rule. 

(C) The department of transportation shall provide information via 
official traffic control devices to indicate that ILEVs and LEEEVs may be 
operated upon HOV lanes pursuant to this subsection (c). The information 
may, but need not, be added to existing printed signs, but as existing 
printed signs related to HOV lane use are replaced or new ones are 
erected, the information shall be added. In addition, whenever existing 
electronic signs are capable of being reprogrammed to carry the informa- 
tion, the signs shall be so reprogrammed. 

(D)G) The department of transportation shall, in connection with their 
periodic level-of-service evaluation of HOV lanes, perform a level-of- 
service evaluation of the use of HOV lanes by ILEVs and LEEEVs. If the 
use of HOV lanes by ILEVs or LEEEVs is determined to cause a | 
significant decrease in the level of service for other bona fide users of 
such lanes, then the department of transportation may restrict or 
eliminate use of the lanes by ILEVs or LEEEVs. 

(ii) If the United States secretary of transportation makes a formal 
determination that, by giving effect to this subdivision (c)(2) on a 
particular highway or lane, this state would disqualify itself from 
receiving federal highway funds the state would otherwise qualify to 
receive or would be required to refund federal transportation grant 
funds it has already received, then this subdivision (c)(2) shall not be 
effective as to such highway or lane. 
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(d) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor, subject only to 
imposition of a fine, not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00), and court costs, not to 
exceed ten dollars ($10.00), including, but not limited to, any statutory fees of 


officers. No state or local litigation taxes shall be applicable to a case 


prosecuted under this section. 


History. 
Acts ‘1993, ch. 35,’ § 1; 1999, “ch:-°321; $ 1; 
2000, ch. 770, § 2; 2008, ch. 1121, §§ 1, 2. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2000, ch. 770, § 3 provided that this act 
shall apply to all violations of § 55-8-188 which 
occur on or after May 21, 2000 or are pending 
on May 21, 2000. 

Acts 2008, ch. 1121, § 3 provided that the 


commissioners of revenue and transportation 
are authorized to promulgate rules and regula- 
tions to effectuate the purposes of the act. The 
rules and regulations shall be promulgated in 
accordance with the Uniform Administrative 
Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-8-189. Transporting child in truck bed. 


(a) A person commits an offense who, on the streets of any municipality, 
roads of any county, or the highways of this state, transports a child under six 
(6) years of age in the bed of a truck with a manufacturer’s ton rating not 
exceeding three-quarter (%4) ton and having a pickup body style. 

(b)(1) A person commits an offense who, on any interstate defense highway 

or state highway, transports a child between six (6) years of age and under 

twelve (12) years of age in the bed of a truck with a manufacturer’s ton rating 
not exceeding three-quarter (34) ton and having a pickup body style. 

(2) A city or county may prohibit, by ordinance or resolution, a person 
from transporting a child between six (6) years of age and under twelve (12) 
years of age in the bed of a truck with a manufacturer’s ton rating not 
exceeding three-quarter (%4) ton and having a pickup body style on city or 


county roads or highways. 


(c) This section does not apply to a person transporting a child in the bed of 
such vehicle when that vehicle is being used as part of an organized parade, 
procession, or other ceremonial event, and when that vehicle is not exceeding 
the speed of twenty miles per hour (20 mph). 

(d) This section does not apply when the child being transported is involved 


in agricultural activities. 


(e) A violation of subsection (a) or subdivision (b)(1) is a Class C misde- 


meanor. 


History. 
Acts 1996, ch. 635, § 1; 1999, ch. 325, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 1998, ch. 888, § 1 provided that the 
General Assembly hereby strongly urges the 
department of safety to take all necessary and 
prudent measures to alert persons of the dan- 
gers of minor children riding in the back of 
pickup trucks. The department of safety is 
urged to use public service announcements, 
advertising, public meetings and any other 


means available to inform the public of the 
risks to minors from riding in the back of 
pickup trucks. The department of safety is 
encouraged to report to the senate transporta- 
tion committee and the house transportation 
committee in February, 1999, its efforts to pro- 
mote the safety of Tennessee’s children pursu- 
ant to this act. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 
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55-8-190. Street sweeper operation — Liability. 


(a) For the purpose of this section, “street sweeper” means a vacuum or 
broom-type vehicle used for routine mechanized street, road, interstate high- 
way, and/or bridge sweeping to clean and remove sand, dirt, soil, paper, glass, 
cans, and other debris. 

(b) If operated in compliance with the national highway traffic safety 
administration standards, including the National Highway Safety Manual, a 
street sweeper may make intermittent stops as necessary to collect tree limbs, 
debris, and other objects the street sweeper cannot automatically collect and 
travel at a speed below the lawful minimum speed: 

(1) On any particular roadway in all nonresidential areas at any time 
except six thirty a.m. (6:30 a.m.) to eight thirty a.m. (8:30 a.m.) and three 
thirty p.m. (3:30 p.m.) to six o’clock p.m. (6:00 p.m.) on weekdays; 

(2) On any particular roadway in all residential areas at any time; or 

(3) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b)(1) and (2), at any time on any 
roadway after an emergency or an event that makes street sweeping 
necessary or desirable. 

(c) Absent noncompliance with this section, operator negligence or an 
intentional tort by an operator, operation of a street sweeper in compliance 
with this section shall not be a violation of law, and shall not subject the street 
sweeper to liability for claims for personal injury, property damage or death. 


History. 
Acts 1999, ch. 337, § 1: 


55-8-191. Operation of low speed and medium speed vehicles — Pro- 
hibitions — License. 


(a)(1) Alow speed vehicle as defined in § 55-8-101 may be operated only on 
streets where the posted speed limit is thirty-five miles per hour (35 mph) or 
less. This subdivision (a)(1) does not prohibit a low speed vehicle from 
crossing a road or street at an intersection where the road or street has a 
posted speed limit of more than thirty-five miles per hour (35 mph). 

(2) A county or municipality may prohibit the operation of low speed 
vehicles on any road under its jurisdiction if the governing body of the county 
or municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest 
of safety. 

(3) The department of transportation may prohibit the operation of low 

speed vehicles on any road under its jurisdiction if it determines that the 
prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety. 
(b)(1) A medium speed vehicle as defined in § 55-8-101 may be operated at 
a rate not to exceed thirty-five miles per hour (35 mph) only on streets where 
the posted speed limit is forty miles per hour (40 mph) or less. This 
subsection (b) does not prohibit a medium speed vehicle from crossing a road 
or street at an intersection where the road or street has a posted speed limit 
of more than forty miles per hour (40 mph). 

(2) Acounty or municipality may prohibit the operation of medium speed 
vehicles on any road under its jurisdiction if the governing body of the county 
or municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest 
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of safety. 

(3) The department of transportation may prohibit the operation of 
medium speed vehicles on any road under its jurisdiction if it determines 
that the prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety. 

(c) Any person operating a low speed vehicle or medium speed vehicle must 
have in possession a valid Class D driver license. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 747, § 7; 2008, ch. 959, § 6. 


55-8-192. Use of portable electronic device by school bus drivers. 


(a) No driver shall operate a school bus as defined by § 55-8-101 anywhere 
in this state while using a portable electronic device: 

(1) While the vehicle is in motion and while the vehicle is transporting one 
(1) or more children; or 

(2) When the vehicle is stopped for the purposes of loading or unloading 
one (1) or more children from the vehicle. 

(b) As used in this section, “portable electronic device” means any: 

(1) Mobile, cellular, analog, wireless, or digital telephone; 

(2) Personal digital assistant; 

(3) Hand-held device with mobile data access; 

(4) Laptop computer; 

(5) Pager; 

(6) Broadband personal communication device; 

(7) Two-way messaging device; 

(8) Electronic game; 

(9) Camera; 

(10) Portable computing device; 

(11) Global positioning system, if the driver is using at least one (1) hand 
to hold the device or to enter data into the device while the school bus is in 
motion; or 

(12) Electronic device used to input, write, send, receive, read, or view 
text or media for present or future communication. 

(c) This section shall not apply to: 

(1) Two-way radio communications, or any device used in a similar 
manner as two-way radio communications, made to and from a central 
dispatch, school transportation department, or its equivalent; or 

(2) The use of a device capable of voice communication to report an 
emergency to the 911 system, a law enforcement agency, fire department, or 
emergency medical provider. 

(d) A violation of this section is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a 
minimum period of confinement of not less than thirty (30) days; a minimum 
fine of not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000); and the court shall order 
that a person convicted of violating this section is permanently prohibited from 
operating a school bus as defined by § 55-8-101 in this state. 
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History. 
Acts 2003, ch. 180, § 1; 2016, ch. 1036, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
142. 


55-8-193. Excessive noise from motor vehicles. 


(a) No person operating or occupying a motor vehicle on any public street, 
highway, alley, parking lot, or driveway shall operate or permit the operation 
of any sound amplification system including, but not limited to, any radio, tape 
player, compact disc player, loud speaker, or any other electrical device used for 
the amplification of sound from within the motor vehicle so that the sound is 
plainly audible at a distance of fifty feet (50') or more from the vehicle. For the 
purpose of this section, “plainly audible” means any sound that clearly can be 
heard, by unimpaired auditory senses based on a direct line of sight of fifty feet 
(50') or more; however, words or phrases need not be discernible and the sound 
shall include bass reverberation. 

(b) This section shall not be applicable to emergency or public safety 
vehicles, vehicles owned and operated by a municipal or county government or 
any utility company, for sound emitted unavoidably during a job-related 
operation, school or community sponsored activities, auctioneers or auctioning 
activities, boats or other watercraft operated on waters or any motor vehicle 
used in an authorized public activity for which a permit has been granted by 
the appropriate agency of a municipal or county government. 

(c) Aviolation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
only of up to fifty dollars ($50.00). 


History. 
Acts 2004, ch. 515, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2004, ch. 515, § 2 provided that it is not 
the intent of this section to prohibit any right 
guaranteed by the United States constitution 


and state constitution, including freedom of 
speech and freedom of religion. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
1A 1. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Relationship to Federal Law. 

Officer had reasonable suspicion to conduct a 
Terry stop because defendant was violating 
T.C.A. § 55-8-193(a) which banned loud music 
and even if the officer mistakenly assumed 
defendant was the source of the music, the 
mistake of fact justified the vehicle stop, be- 


cause the conduct violated a Tennessee statute. 
United States v. Thomas, 2010 FED App. 
0343N, 381 Fed. Appx. 495, 2010 U.S. App. 
LEXIS 11603, 2010 FED App. 343N (6th Cir. 
June 7, 2010), cert. denied, 562 U.S. 1096, 131 
S. Ct. 807, 178 L. Ed. 2d 539, 2010 U.S. LEXIS 
9459 (U.S..2010). 


55-8-194. Required training for emergency vehicle drivers. 


(a)(1) It is the intent of the general assembly that each person who drives an 
emergency vehicle in an official capacity shall be adequately trained to drive 
the emergency vehicle. Documentation by the agency providing training 


shall include: 


(A) Training in the operation of the vehicle in emergency and non- 


emergency situations; 
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(B) A review of all applicable laws pertaining to emergency vehicles; 
and 
(C) Training to respond to actions of nonemergency vehicles. 

(2) Each emergency vehicle driver shall take not less than two (2) hours of 
training annually, and each emergency vehicle driver shall take and pass a 
comprehensive examination pertaining to subdivisions (a)(1)(A)-(C) every 
year. 

(b) This section shall apply to all law enforcement personnel, firefighters, 
including volunteer firefighters, rescue personnel, including volunteer rescue 
personnel, and emergency services personnel. 


History. shall be known and may be cited as the “Van- 
Acts 2005, ch. 2438, § 2. essa K. Free Emergency Services Training Act 
of 2005.” 


Compiler’s Notes. ) 
Acts 2005, ch. 248, § 1 provided that the act 


55-8-195. Rules and regulations directing truck tractors and semi- 
trailers to specific lanes on certain highways. 


(a) The department of transportation is authorized to promulgate rules and 
regulations directing truck tractors and semitrailers, as defined in § 55-8-101, 
to specific lanes, as indicated by appropriate highway signage on interstate 
and multilane divided highways that are three (3) or more lanes in each 
direction. Rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to this section shall not 
apply when truck tractors and semi trailers are passing other motor vehicles. 

(b) A violation of the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to this 
section is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than fifty 
dollars ($50.00). 


History. 
Acts 2005, ch. 288, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
eT 


55-8-196. Attendance at driver education course in county of resi- 
dence. 


Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, whenever a person violating any of 
the provisions of this chapter or chapter 9 of this title or parts 1-5 of chapter 
10 of this title is required, at the discretion of the court, to attend a driver 
education course approved by the department of safety, in addition to, or in lieu 
of any portion of, any other penalty imposed, the court has the discretion to 
allow the violator to attend a driver education course in the person’s county of 
residence, instead of attending a course in the county where the citation was 
issued. The driver education course shall be approved by the department of 
safety and operated and conducted in accordance with the requirements of 
§ 55-10-301. 


History. 
Acts 2006, ch. 726, § 1. 
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55-8-197. Failure to yield right-of-way. 


(a) Any person who violates subdivisions (a)(1)-(6) and the violation results 
in an accident resulting in serious bodily injury to or death of any person shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor: 

(1) Section 55-8-115 by failing to drive on the right half of the roadway as 
provided in the section, except for those motor vehicles in compliance with 

§ 55-7-115 or § 55-7-202; 

(2) Section 55-8-118 or § 55-8-119 by unlawfully overtaking and passing 
another vehicle as provided in those sections; 

(3) Section 55-8-128, § 55-8-129, § 55-8-130 or § 55-8-131 by failing to 
yield the right-of-way as provided in those sections; 

(4) Section 55-8-134, by failing to yield the right-of-way to pedestrians in 
crosswalks as provided in the section; 

(5) Section 55-8-136, by failing to exercise due care as provided in the 
section; or 

(6) Section 55-8-175(c), by failing to overtake and pass a bicycle safely as 
provided in § 55-8-175(c). 

(b) For the purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise requires, 
“serious bodily injury” means: 

(1) Substantial risk of death; 

(2) Serious disfigurement; or 

(3) Protracted loss or impairment of the function of any bodily member, 
organ or mental faculty. 

(c)(1) A violation of subsection (a) is a Class B misdemeanor if the accident 

results in serious bodily injury of another. 

(2) A violation of subsection (a) is a Class A misdemeanor if the accident 
results in the death of another. 

(d) The court shall send the department a record of any of the convictions of 
any of the sections indicated in subsection (a). The court shall indicate on the 
record or abstract whether the violation resulted in serious bodily injury of 
another or death of another. 

(e) Upon conviction, the court may revoke the license or permit to drive and 
any nonresident operating privilege of a person convicted under this section for 
a period of up to six (6) months, if the accident results in serious bodily injury 
of another, and up to one (1) year if the accident results in death of another. 


History. 
Acts 2007, ch. 537, § 1; 2009, ch. 342, § 1; 
2011, ch; 192, §§ 2.3: 2016, ch. 8384.6 1, 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2016, ch. 833, § 2 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall be known 
and may be cited as the “Elena Zamora Memo- 
rial Act.” 


Cross-References. 
Penalties for Class A and B misdemeanors, 
§ 40-35-111. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Punishment for a conviction of a Class A or B 
misdemeanor under Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-8- 
197 is limited to the fines provided in T.C.A. 
§ 55-8-197(c). OAG 16-03, 2016 Tenn. AG 
LEXIS 5 (2/4/2016). 
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55-8-198. Citations based on unmanned traffic enforcement cameras. 


(a) A traffic citation that is based solely upon evidence obtained from an 
unmanned traffic enforcement camera that has been installed to enforce or 
monitor traffic violations shall be considered a nonmoving traffic violation. 

(b)(1) Only POST-certified or state-commissioned law enforcement officers 
shall be authorized to review video evidence from a traffic light signal 
monitoring system and make a determination as to whether a violation has 
occurred. If a determination is made that a violation has occurred, a notice 
of violation or a citation shall be sent by first class mail to the registered 
owner of the vehicle that was captured by the traffic light signal monitoring 
system. A notice of violation or a citation shall be sent within twenty (20) 
business days after the occurrence of the violation, absent exigent circum- 
stances arising from registration irregularities. All notices of violation or 
citations shall have a Tennessee return address and all responses and 
payments shall be made to an address in this state. A notice of violation or 
citation shall allow for payment of the traffic violation or citation within 
thirty (30) days of the mailing of the notice. No additional penalty or other 
costs shall be assessed for nonpayment of a traffic violation or citation that 
is based solely on evidence obtained from unmanned traffic enforcement 
cameras installed to enforce or monitor traffic violations, unless a second 
notice is sent by first class mail to the registered owner of the motor vehicle 
and the second notice provides for an additional thirty (30) days for payment 
of the violation or citation. 

(2) The notice of violation or citation shall state the amount of the fine 
that is being assessed for the alleged violation. The notice of violation or 
citation shall state separately any additional fees or court costs that may be 
assessed if the fine is not paid timely or if the violation or citation is 
contested and the person is convicted or found guilty of the offense. 

(3) The person cited may elect not to contest the charge and may, in lieu 
of appearance in court, submit a fine not more than fifty dollars ($50.00) to 
the address provided on notice of violation or citation. 

(4) If the person cited does not pay the traffic citation within the time 
specified by subdivision (b)(1), then additional fees or court costs may be 
assessed. 

(5) If the person cited does not pay the traffic citation as provided in this 
section and the person cited appears in court at the time specified, or such 
later date as may be fixed by the court, and the person is convicted or found 
guilty of, or enters a plea of nolo contendere to the offense, then additional 
fees or court costs may be assessed. 

(6) Every notice of violation or citation issued that is based solely upon 
evidence obtained from any traffic enforcement camera used to enforce or 
monitor traffic violations of § 55-8-110(a)(3), or any municipal law or 
ordinance that mirrors, substantially duplicates, or incorporates by cross- 
reference the language of § 55-8-110(a)(3), shall have printed on the notice 
or citation the following disclaimer in bold-face type and a font that is the 
same size as the largest font used on the notice or citation: “Non-payment of 
this [‘notice’ or ‘citation’] cannot adversely affect your credit score or report, 
driver license, and/or automobile insurance rates.” 
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(c) Effective July 1, 2011, a political subdivision of the state that installs, 
owns, operates or maintains either a traffic-control signal light located in an 
intersection or any other unmanned traffic enforcement camera for the 
enforcement or monitoring of traffic violations shall ensure that: 

(1) The traffic enforcement camera does not identify as a violation of 
§ 55-8-110(a)(3), or any municipal law or ordinance that mirrors, substan- 
tially duplicates or incorporates by cross-reference the language of § 55-8- 
110(a)(3), any vehicle that legally entered the intersection during the green 
or yellow intervals in accordance with § 55-8-110(a)(1) and (2); and 

(2) Appropriate signage is located not less than five hundred feet (500) 
but not more than one thousand feet (1,000’) in advance of the enforcement 
area of the unmanned traffic enforcement camera informing drivers as to the 
presence of traffic enforcement cameras at the approaching location. All 
regulatory and warning signs relating to the intersection or enforcement 
area shall meet the conventional road size or larger requirements of the 
MUTCD. Minimum size signing shall not be allowed. 

(d) The following vehicles are exempt from receiving a notice of violation: 

(1) Emergency vehicles with active emergency lights; 

(2) Vehicles moving through the intersection to avoid or clear the way for 
a marked emergency vehicle; 

(3) Vehicles under police escort; and 

(4) Vehicles in a funeral procession. 

(e)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection (e), the registered 

owner of the motor vehicle shall be responsible for payment of any notice of 

violation or citation issued as the result of a traffic light monitoring system. 

(2) An owner of a vehicle shall not be responsible for the violation if, on or 
before the designated court date, the owner furnishes the court an affidavit 
stating the name and address of the person or entity that leased, rented or 
otherwise had care, custody or control of the motor vehicle at the time of the 
violation. 

(3) If a motor vehicle or its plates were stolen at the time of the alleged 
violation, the registered owner must provide an affidavit denying the owner 
was an operator and provide a certified copy of the police report reflecting 
such theft. 

(4) An affidavit alleging theft of a motor vehicle or its plates must be 
provided by the registered owner of a vehicle receiving a notice of violation 
within thirty (30) days of the mailing date of the notice of violation. 

(f) No unmanned traffic enforcement cameras shall be permitted on federal 
interstate highways except for Smart Way cameras, other intelligent trans- 
portation system cameras or, when employees of the department or construc- 
tion workers are present, unmanned traffic enforcement cameras used to 
enforce or monitor traffic violations within work zones designated by the 
department of transportation; provided, that the cameras shall be operated 
only by a state entity. 

(g) Prior to implementation of any new unmanned traffic enforcement 
camera used to enforce or monitor traffic violations, the local governing body 
shall conduct a traffic engineering study for the area being considered. The 
study shall follow standard engineering practices as determined by the 
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Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) and shall be stamped by a 
professional engineer specializing in traffic engineering and licensed to prac- 
tice in this state. A vendor of traffic enforcement camera systems shall not be 
allowed to conduct the traffic engineering study, or to participate in the 
selection of such traffic engineer, to document the need for a traffic enforcement 
camera. 

(h) No citation shall be issued based solely upon evidence obtained from a 
traffic enforcement camera that has been installed to enforce or monitor traffic 
violations of § 55-8-110(a)(3), or any municipal law or ordinance that mirrors, 
substantially duplicates or incorporates by cross-reference the language of 
§ 55-8-110(a)(3), unless the evidence collected shows the target vehicle with its 
front tire or tires before the stop line when the signal is red, and subsequently 
shows the same vehicle with its rear tire or tires past the stop line while the 
signal is red. 

(i) A traffic enforcement camera system may be used to issue a traffic 
citation for an unlawful right turn on a red signal at an intersection that is 
clearly marked by a “No Turn on Red” sign erected by the responsible 
municipal or county government in the interest of traffic safety in accordance 
with § 55-8-110(a)(3)(A). Any other traffic citation for failure to make a 
complete stop at a red signal before making a permitted right turn as provided 
by § 55-8-110(a)(3)(A) that is based solely upon evidence obtained from an 
unmanned traffic enforcement camera shall be deemed invalid. 

(j) No more than one (1) citation shall be issued for each distinct and 
separate traffic offense in violation of a municipal ordinance or a traffic offense 
as provided in this chapter. 

(k) A traffic citation that is based solely upon evidence obtained from an 
unmanned traffic enforcement camera shall be deemed invalid if the registra- 
tion information of the motor vehicle for which such traffic citation is issued is 
not consistent with the evidence recorded by such enforcement camera. 

(1)(1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, an unmanned traffic enforce- 

ment camera that monitors speed shall not be used to issue a citation to any 

driver for violating the speed limit on any public road or highway; provided, 
that this subsection (/) shall not apply to an unmanned traffic enforcement 
camera: 

(A) Within the designated distance of a marked school zone; or 

(B) On any S-curve of a public road or highway. 

(2) For purposes of this subsection (J), “S-curve” means a bend in a public 
road or highway in the shape of an “S” that inhibits a driver’s full vision 
through the bend. 

(m)(1) For the purposes of this subsection (m): 

(A) “Consumer report” and “consumer reporting agency” have the same 
meanings ascribed to those terms by § 604 of the Fair Credit Reporting 

Act (15 U.S.C. § 1681(a)); and 

(B) “Credit report” means any written, oral, or other communication of 
information, including a consumer report, by a consumer reporting agency 
bearing on a consumer’s creditworthiness, credit standing or credit capac- 
ity, which is used or expected to be used or collected in whole or in part for 
the purpose of serving as a factor in establishing a consumer’s eligibility 
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for credit to be used primarily for personal, family, or household purposes. 

(2) No person having charge, custody of or control over any records or 
information regarding a violation of this section, including payments made 
pursuant to receipt of a notice of violation or a citation, whether timely or 
delinquent, shall disclose these records or information to a consumer 
reporting agency. In addition, no information regarding a violation shall be 
disclosed or identified in any credit report. 

(n) A local government shall include in any contract involving unmanned 
traffic enforcement cameras that the contract must conform to any changes in 
state law. New and existing contracts, as well as contract renewals occurring 
after July 1, 2012, shall contain a provision that the contract shall comply with 


all applicable revisions of state law. 


History. 

Acts 2008, ch. 962, § 1; 2009, ch. 389, §§ 1, 2; 
2011,. ch. 420,88 1-5, 9: 2012, ich 709.8 15 
2012, ch. 751, $°1;'2015, ch. 468, § 1; 2016, ch. 
998, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2015, ch. 468, § 2 provided that the act, 
which amended (/), shall apply to contracts 
entered into or renewed on or after July 1, 
2015. 

Acts 2016, ch. 998, § 3 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall apply to all 
notices of violation and citations issued on or 
after April 27, 2016, and to contracts entered 
into, amended, or renewed on or after April 27, 
2016. 


Cross-References. 
Confidentiality of public records, § 10-7-504. 


Law Reviews. 

At the Intersection of Sovereignty and Con- 
tract: Traffic Cameras and the Privatization of 
Law Enforcement Power (William D. Mercer), 
43 U. Mem. L. Rev. 379 (2012). 


Attorney General Opinions. 

The issuance of a citation for traffic violations 
based on photographic evidence from a camera 
does not violate any constitutional right, OAG 
08-179, 2008 Tenn. AG LEXIS 219 (11/26/08). 

T.C.A. § 55-8-198(b) prohibits private ven- 
dors from making the determination, based 
upon photographic evidence, that a traffic vio- 
lation has occurred, OAG 08-179, 2008 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 219 (11/26/08). 

The General Assembly may constitutionally 
require that, as a condition to contracting with 
a state agency or political subdivision, a vendor 
of goods or services involving surveillance cam- 
eras operated in accordance with T.C.A. § 55- 
8-198 must agree to incorporate into any such 
contract any subsequently enacted changes to 
that statute; provided that the changes to the 
contract are reasonable. OAG 10-14, 2010 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 24 (2/16/10). 


Traffic cameras: ordinances creating owner 
liability for traffic violations detected by sur- 
veillance camera; nature of municipal fines; 
admission of photographic evidence. OAG 10- 
17, 2010 Tenn. AG LEXIS 27 (2/19/10). 

Inapplicability of private investigators li- 
censing act to photographic traffic monitoring 
systems. OAG 11-3, 2011 Tenn. AG LEXIS 3 
(1/7/11). 

Constitutionality of restrictions in Acts 2011, 
ch. 425 on use of unmanned traffic enforcement 
cameras. OAG 11-61, 2011 Tenn. AG LEXIS 63 
(8/8/11). 

Where an officer operates a device, it is not 
“unmanned” for purposes of T.C.A. § 55-8-198, 
but the mere passive presence of an officer near 
a traffic enforcement camera that otherwise 
functions automatically does not remove the 
device from the ambit of the statute. OAG 
12-21, 2012 Tenn. AG LEXIS 21 (2/22/12). 

Contracts for unmanned traffic enforcement 
cameras. OAG 12-28, 2012 Tenn. AG LEXIS 28 
(3/2/12). 

Under T.C.A. § 55-8-198(b)(1), “[o]nly POST- 
certified or state-commissioned law enforce- 
ment officers” are authorized “to review video 
evidence from a traffic light signal monitoring 
system and make a determination as_ to 
whether a violation has occurred.” Employees 
of private traffic camera companies are not 
POST-certified or state-commissioned law en- 
forcement officers and therefore are not autho- 
rized to review video evidence and make viola- 
tion determinations. OAG 16-24, 2016 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 24 (7/6/2016). 

The restrictions enacted by Chapter 468 of 
the 2015 Tennessee Public Acts apply to all 
existing contracts executed by a local govern- 
ment with a company to install, maintain, and 
operate unmanned traffic enforcement cam- 
eras. Chapter 468 does not violate any State or 
federal constitutional provision prohibiting the 
impairment of contracts. OAG 16-28, 2016 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 28 (7/22/2016). 
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55-8-199. Prohibited uses of wireless telecommunications devices or 
stand-alone electronic devices. 


(a) As used in this section: 

(1) “Stand-alone electronic device” means a portable device other than a 
wireless telecommunications device that stores audio or video data files to be 
retrieved on demand by a user; 

(2) “Utility services” means electric, natural gas, water, wastewater, 
cable, telephone, or telecommunications services or the repair, location, 
relocation, improvement, or maintenance of utility poles, transmission 
structures, pipes, wires, fibers, cables, easements, rights of way, or associ- 
ated infrastructure; and 

(3) “Wireless telecommunications device” means a cellular telephone, a 
portable telephone, a text-messaging device, a personal digital assistant, a 
stand-alone computer, a global positioning system receiver, or substantially 
similar portable wireless device that is used to initiate or receive communi- 
cation, information, or data. “Wireless telecommunications device” does not 
include a radio, citizens band radio, citizens band radio hybrid, commercial 
two-way radio communication device or its functional equivalent, subscrip- 
tion-based emergency communication device, prescribed medical device, 
amateur or ham radio device, or in-vehicle security, navigation, autonomous 
technology, or remote diagnostics system. 

(b)(1) A person, while operating a motor vehicle on any road or highway in 
this state, shall not: 
(A) Physically hold or support, with any part of the person’s body, a: 
(i) Wireless telecommunications device. This subdivision (b)(1)(A)() 
does not prohibit a person eighteen (18) years of age or older from: 
(a) Using an earpiece, headphone device, or device worn on a wrist 
to conduct a voice-based communication; or 
(b) Using only one (1) button on a wireless telecommunications 
device to initiate or terminate a voice communication; or 
(ii) Stand-alone electronic device; 
(B) Write, send, or read any text-based communication, including, but 
not limited to, a text message, instant message, email, or internet data on 

a wireless telecommunications device or stand-alone electronic device. 

This subdivision (b)(1)(B) does not apply to any person eighteen (18) years 

of age or older who uses such devices: 

(i) To automatically convert a voice-based communication to be sent 
as a message in a written form; or 
(ii) For navigation of the motor vehicle through use of a device’s 
global positioning system; 
(C) Reach for a wireless telecommunications device or stand-alone 
electronic device in a manner that requires the driver to no longer be: 
(i) In a seated driving position; or 
(ii) Properly restrained by a safety belt; 
(D) Watch a video or movie on a wireless telecommunications device or 
stand-alone electronic device other than viewing data related to the 
navigation of the motor vehicle; or 
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(E) Record or broadcast video on a wireless telecommunications device 
or stand-alone electronic device. This subdivision (b)(1) does not apply to 
electronic devices used for the sole purpose of continuously recording or 
broadcasting video within or outside of the motor vehicle. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b)(1)(A) and (B), and in addition to the 
exceptions described in those subdivisions, a function or feature of a wireless 
telecommunications device or stand-alone electronic device may be activated 
or deactivated in a manner requiring the physical use of the driver’s hand 
while the driver is operating a motor vehicle if: 

(A) The wireless telecommunications device or stand-alone electronic 
device is mounted on the vehicle’s windshield, dashboard, or center 
console in a manner that does not hinder the driver’s view of the road; and 

(B) The driver’s hand is used to activate or deactivate a feature or 
function of the wireless telecommunications device or stand-alone elec- 
tronic device with the motion of one (1) swipe or tap of the driver’s finger, 
and does not activate camera, video, or gaming features or functions for 
viewing, recording, amusement, or other non-navigational functions, other 
than features or functions related to the transportation of persons or 
property for compensation or payment of a fee. 

(c)(1) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor, subject only to 
imposition of a fine not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00). However, if the 
violation is the person’s third or subsequent offense or if the violation results 
in an accident, the fine is one hundred dollars ($100); or if the violation 
occurs in a work zone when employees of the department of transportation 
or construction workers are present or in a marked school zone when a 
warning flasher or flashers are in operation, the fine is two hundred dollars 
($200). Any person violating this section is subject to the imposition of court 
costs not to exceed ten dollars ($10.00), including, but not limited to, any 
statutory fees of officers. State and local litigation taxes are not applicable to 
a case prosecuted under this section. 

(2) In leu of any fine imposed under subdivision (c)(1), a person who 
violates this section as a first offense may attend and complete a driver 
education course pursuant to § 55-10-301. 

(3) Each violation of this section constitutes a separate offense. 

(d) This section does not apply to the following persons: 

(1) Officers of this state or of any county, city, or town charged with the 
enforcement of the laws of this state, or federal law enforcement officers 
when in the actual discharge of their official duties; 

(2) Campus police officers and public safety officers, as defined by § 49- 
7-118, when in the actual discharge of their official duties; 

(3) Emergency medical technicians, emergency medical technician-para- 
medics, and firefighters, both volunteer and career, when in the actual 
discharge of their official duties; 

(4) Emergency management agency officers of this state or of any county, 
city, or town, when in the actual discharge of their official duties; 

(5) Persons using a wireless telecommunications device to communicate 
with law enforcement agencies, medical providers, fire departments, or other 
emergency service agencies while driving a motor vehicle, if the use is 
necessitated by a bona fide emergency, including a natural or human 
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occurrence that threatens human health, life, or property; 
(6) Employees or contractors of utility services providers acting within the 


scope of their employment; and 


(7) Persons who are lawfully stopped or parked in their motor vehicles or 
who lawfully leave standing their motor vehicles. 
(e) A traffic citation that is based solely upon a violation of this section is 


considered a moving traffic violation. 


(f) The department of transportation is directed to utilize the department’s 
permanent electronic overhead informational displays located throughout this 
state to provide periodic messages to the motoring public as to this section. 

(g) The department of safety is directed to include distracted driving as part 
of the instructional information used in driver education training. 


History. 
Acts 2009, ch. 201, §§ 1, 2; 2016, ch. 1077, 
§§ 1, 2; 2017, ch. 416, § 2-4; 2019, ch. 412, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
71, 


Attorney General Opinions. 
T.C.A. § 55-8-199(b)(1) does not apply to a 


person driving a vehicle in a school parking lot 
because a parking lot is not a “public road or 
highway” within the meaning of the statute. 
Whether it applies to a person driving a vehicle 
in a school pick-up line depends on the location 
of the pick-up line. If the pick-up line is located 
on a “public road or highway” rather than in a 
parking lot, then the statute would apply. OAG 
18-25, 2018 Tenn. AG LEXIS 24 (6/13/2018). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Appellate Review. 

Record was inadequate to determine the ex- 
tent to which a police officer had reasonable 
suspicion to stop defendant for texting while 
driving. Given the conclusion of the court of 
criminal appeals that the stop was supported 


by reasonable suspicion despite any texting by 
defendant, a substantial right of defendant had 
not been adversely affected and substantial 
justice was not at stake. State v. Williams, — 
S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 256 
(Tenn. Crim, App. Apr. 5, 2018). 


PART 2 


OPERATION OF VEHICLES — RULES OF THE ROAD — 
CONTINUED | 


55-8-201. Operation of a platoon. 


(a) A person may operate a platoon on the streets and highways of this 
state after the person provides notification to the department of transpor- 
tation and the department of safety. The notification provided pursuant to 
this subsection (a) must include a plan for general platoon operations. 

(b) If the notification and the plan submitted pursuant to subsection (a) 
are not rejected by either the department of transportation or the depart- 
ment of safety within thirty (30) days after receipt of the notification and the 
plan, the person may operate a platoon on the streets and highways of this 


state. 


(c) For purposes of a platoon operating pursuant to this section: 
(1) Vehicles in the platoon are not a caravan or motorcade; 
(2) The lead vehicle in the platoon is not drawing any subsequent 


vehicle in the platoon; and 


(3) If the platoon includes a commercial motor vehicle, an appropriately 
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endorsed driver who holds a valid commercial driver license must be 
present behind the wheel of each commercial motor vehicle in the platoon. 


History. Acts 2010, ch. 628, § 3, as amended by Acts 
Acts 2017, ch. 171, § 4. 2011, ch. 126, § 4, and by Acts 2013, ch. 219, 
§ 3, effective July 1, 2015.) concerned a pilot 


. 9 
Compilcn sores program on use of certain golf carts on certain 


Former § 55-8-201 (Acts 2010, ch. 628, § 3; hich 
2011, ch. 126, §§ 1-5; 2013, ch. 219, §§ 1-3; “UBM WAYS. 
2013, ch. 236, § 91; terminated pursuant to 


55-8-202. Motor vehicles equipped with autonomous technology. 


(a) No political subdivision may by ordinance, resolution, or any other 
means prohibit within the jurisdictional boundaries of the political subdivision 
the use of a motor vehicle equipped with autonomous technology if the motor 
vehicle otherwise complies with all safety regulations of the political subdivi- 
sion. 

(b)(1) “Autonomous technology” means technology installed on a motor 
vehicle that has the capability to drive the vehicle on which the technology 
is installed in high or full automation mode, without any supervision by a 
human operator, with specific driving mode performance by the automated 
driving system of all aspects of the dynamic driving task that can be 
managed by a human driver, including the ability to automatically bring the 
motor vehicle into a minimal risk condition in the event of a critical vehicle 
or system failure or other emergency event; 

(2) “Driving mode” means a type of driving scenario with characteristic 
dynamic driving task requirements including, but not limited to, the 
following: 

(A) Expressway merging; 
(B) High speed cruising; 
(C) Low speed traffic jam; and 
(D) Closed-campus operations; 

(3) “Dynamic driving task” means the operational and tactical aspects of 
the driving task, but does not include the strategic aspect of the driving task; 

(4) “Operational” means steering, braking, accelerating, and monitoring 
the vehicle and roadway; 

(5) “Strategic” means determining destinations and waypoints; and 

(6) “Tactical” includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

(A) Responding to events; and 
(B) Determining when to change lanes, turn, or use signals. 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 307, § 1; 2016, ch. 927, § 1. 


55-8-203. Off-highway vehicles. 


(a) Any Class I or Class II off-highway vehicle as defined in § 55-8-101 
registered pursuant to chapter 4, part 7 of this title, may be operated on county 
roads, if the requirements in this section are met. As used in this section, 
“county road” means a road that has been classified as a county road pursuant 
to § 54-10-103 or a road for which a county has otherwise assumed control, 
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and does not include a state highway or an interstate or national defense 
highway. Nothing in this section authorizes the operation on county roads of 
any all-terrain vehicle or off-highway vehicles other than Class I or Class II 
off-highway vehicles. 

(b) Any Class I or Class II off-highway vehicle operated on county roads 
pursuant to subsection (a) may, for the purpose of crossing from one (1) road, 
field, or area of operation to another, be operated upon a state highway or other 
noncounty road, except upon the interstate and national defense highway 
system, if: 

(1) The crossing is made at an angle of approximately ninety degrees (90°) 
to the direction of the highway and at a place where no obstruction prevents 

a quick and safe crossing; 

(2) The vehicle is brought to a complete stop before crossing the shoulder 
or main traveled way of the highway; 

(3) The operator yields the operator’s right-of-way to all oncoming traffic 
that constitutes an immediate potential hazard; and 

(4) Both the headlights and taillights are illuminated when the crossing is 
made. 

(c) AClass I or Class II off-highway vehicle authorized by subsection (a) may 
be operated if, while on the county roads: 

(1) The vehicle is equipped with: 
(A) Brakes; 
(B) At least two (2) taillights, stoplights, and headlights; 
(C) Two (2) turn signal lamps or other devices meeting the require- 
ments of § 55-8-144; 
(D) A horn meeting the requirements of § 55-9-201; 
(E) A roll bar; 
(F) Seat belts for each seat; 
(G) A manufacturer-installed or equivalent spark arrester; 
(H) A manufacturer-installed or equivalent muffler in proper working 
order and properly connected to the vehicle’s exhaust system; and 
(I) A windshield, with or without wipers; except, that if the vehicle is 
not equipped with a windshield, then the operator and each passenger 
shall wear glasses containing impact resistant lenses, safety goggles, or a 
transparent face shield; and 
(2) The operator shall be at least sixteen (16) years of age and possess a 
valid driver license from this state or an equivalent license from another 
state, and otherwise comply with this chapter. 

(d) AClass I and Class II off-highway vehicle and any person operating such 
vehicle is subject to all of the requirements or laws applicable to motor 
vehicles, including the Tennessee Financial Responsibility Law of 1977, 
compiled in chapter 12, part 1 of this title, relating to financial responsibility; 
chapter 50 of this title, relating to driver licenses; and chapters 3 and 4 of this 
title, relating to titling and registration, except as otherwise provided in 
chapter 4, part 7 of this title, or this section. 

(e) Every person operating a Class I or Class II off-highway vehicle upon a 
county road pursuant to this section shall obey all of the duties applicable to 
the driver of a motor vehicle under part 1 of this chapter, and chapter 10, parts 
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1-5 of this title, except as to those provisions that by their nature can have no 
application. 

(f) A person who violates subsections (a)-(e) commits a Class C misde- 
meanor. 

(g) Operation of the following off-highway vehicles shall be exempt from the 
registration requirements of chapter 4, part 7 of this title, and equipment and 
safety requirements of this section: 

(1) An off-highway vehicle operated on any private or public recreational 
trail or area; 

(2) An off-highway vehicle operated on an affiliated trail or area operated 
by a person or entity which has in place a safety program; 

(3) Off-highway vehicles operated for agricultural purposes; 

(4) Publicly-owned and operated off-highway vehicles that are used for 
wildlife management, law enforcement, emergency services, and other such 
purposes; and 

(5) Off-highway motor vehicles operated pursuant to § 55-8-185, except 
those registered as a Class I or Class II off-highway vehicle pursuant to 
chapter 4, part 7 of this title, and operated on county roads pursuant to this 
section. | 
(h) Nothing in this section requires any person to obtain a license pursuant 

to chapter 17 of this title in order to transfer, sell, or lease any Class I or Class 
IT off-highway vehicle. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 790, § 9. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Lid, 


55-8-204. “Slow Poke Law.” 


(a) On interstate and multilane divided highways that are two (2) or more 
lanes in each direction, a person shall not operate a vehicle in the passing lane, 
except when overtaking or passing a vehicle that is in a nonpassing lane. 

(b) This section shall not apply: 

(1) When the volume of traffic does not permit the vehicle to safely merge 
into a nonpassing lane; 

(2) When inclement weather or an official traffic control device makes it 
necessary to drive in the passing lane; 

(3) When obstructions or hazards exist in a nonpassing lane; 

(4) When avoiding traffic moving onto the highway from an acceleration 
or merging lane; 

(5) When highway design makes it necessary to drive in the passing lane 
to exit or turn left; 

(6) To authorized emergency vehicles engaged in official duties; or 

(7) To vehicles engaged in highway maintenance and construction opera- 
tions. 

(c) The department of transportation is authorized to use the department’s 
existing permanent electronic overhead informational displays located on the 
interstate system to provide periodic messages to the motoring public as to this 
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section, including the restriction on the left lane being used as a passing lane 
only. The department may develop guidelines for the content, length, and 
frequency of any message to be placed on the displays. 
(d) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
only of fifty dollars ($50.00). 
(e) As used in this section: 
(1) “Nonpassing lane” means any lane that is to the right of the passing 
lane; and 
(2) “Passing lane” means: 
(A) The furthermost left lane; or 
(B) The lane immediately to the right of the furthermost left lane, 
during the specified hours of specified days of the week when the 
furthermost left lane is reserved for the exclusive use of high occupancy 
vehicles pursuant to § 55-8-188. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2016, ch. 842, § 2; 2020, ch. 598, § 1. Acts 2020, ch. 598, § 2. July 1, 2020. 
Compiler’s Notes. Cross-References. 


Acts 2016, ch. 842, § 1 provided that the act, Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
which enacted this section, shallbe known and _ 11]. 
may be cited as the “Slow Poke Law.” 


Amendments. 
The 2020 amendment substituted “two (2) or 
more lanes” for “three (3) or more lanes” in (a). 


55-8-205. Vehicular use of bicycle lanes prohibited — Penalties. 


(a) As used in this section, “bicycle lane” means any portion of the roadway 
set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles. 

(b) It is an offense for a person to operate a motor vehicle within a bicycle 
lane, except under the following situations: 

(1) When parking, stopping, or leaving standing the motor vehicle pursu- 
ant to § 55-8-158, § 55-8-160, or other law, upon the right side of the 
roadway or the roadway’s shoulder or berm; provided, that a carrier of 
passengers for hire or other motor vehicle used to provide public transpor- 
tation may only be parked, stopped, or left standing within a bicycle lane 
temporarily when loading or unloading passengers and when the area 
adjacent to the right-hand edge or curb of the roadway that is otherwise 
designated or primarily used to load or unload passengers is obstructed; 

(2) When turning into an intersecting or adjoining highway, drive, road, 
or driveway; or 

(3) When yielding the right-of-way to, or temporarily parking or stopping 
upon the approach of, an authorized emergency vehicle or police vehicle 
pursuant to § 55-8-132 or other law. 

(c) Any person failing to conform with subsection (b) shall receive a warning 
citation on first offense and be liable for a fine of twenty dollars ($20.00) on 
second offense, and fifty dollars ($50.00) on third and subsequent offenses. 

(d) Nothing in this section preempts or otherwise affects an ordinance or 
resolution governing the parking, stopping, or standing of motor vehicles in 
bicycle lanes that is more restrictive than subdivision (b)(1), whether enacted 


55-8-206 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 482 


or modified prior to, or on or after, July 1, 2016, by a municipality or county, 
including a county with a metropolitan form of government. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 944, § 1. 


55-8-206. Guidelines for best behavior during traffic stops. 


(a) Within six (6) months from May 2, 2017, the department of safety, in 
consultation with state and local law enforcement agencies, shall develop 
advisory guidelines concerning best behaviors for drivers to exercise when 
stopped by law enforcement officers. 

(b) After the advisory guidelines are completed and approved by the 
commissioner, the department of education shall make the advisory guidelines 
an integral part of driver education in this state. 

(c) These advisory guidelines shall be promoted to the public, as the 
department deems fit, to increase awareness and public safety. 

(d) Law enforcement officers shall be trained that citizens may, but are not 
required to, follow the advisory guidelines established pursuant to this section, 
and that citizens shall not be liable for any civil damages or subject to any 
other liability or action for any failure to comply with these guidelines. 


History. 
Acts 2017, ch. 252, § 1. 


55-8-207. [Reserved.| 


55-8-208. Regulation of use and operation of electric scooter. 


Section 55-8-302 applies to an electric scooter and any person operating an 
electric scooter, including an exclusion from chapters 3 and 4 of this title, 
relating to titling and registration. Nothing in this section or § 55-8-302 
preempts a county, municipality, or metropolitan form of government, by 
ordinance of its legislative body, from regulating, controlling, or banning the 
use and operation of electric scooters within the geographic boundaries of the 
county, municipality, or metropolitan government. The ordinances must be 
reasonably related to promotion and protection of the health, safety, and 
welfare of riders, operators, pedestrians, and motorists. 


History. 
Acts 2019, ch. 388, § 5. 


55-8-209. Regulation of use and operation of personal delivery device. 


(a) A personal delivery device must: 

(1) Yield or not obstruct the right-of-way to all other traffic, including 
pedestrians; 

(2) Not unreasonably interfere with other traffic, including pedestrians; 

(3) If the personal delivery device is being operated between sunset and 
sunrise, be equipped with lighting on both the front and rear of the personal 
delivery device visible in clear weather from a distance of at least five 
hundred feet (500’) to the front and rear of the personal delivery device; and 
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(4) Not transport hazardous materials regulated under the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. § 5103) that are required to be 
placarded under 49 CFR Part 172, Subpart F. 

(b) A personal delivery device may be operated in a pedestrian area at 
speeds up to ten (10) miles per hour. 

(c) A personal delivery device must: 

(1) Be equipped with a marker that clearly states the name and contact 
information of the owner and a unique identification number; and 

(2) Be equipped with a braking system that enables the device to come to 
a controlled stop. 

(d) A personal delivery device and any entity that operates a personal 
delivery device is not subject to any requirements or laws applicable to motor 
vehicles, including the Tennessee Financial Responsibility Law of 1977, 
compiled in chapter 12, part 1 of this title; the Uniform Classified and 
Commercial Driver License Act of 1988, compiled in chapter 50 of this title; and 
chapters 3 and 4 of this title, relating to titling and registration. 

(e) Personal delivery devices may be prohibited by local resolutions or 
ordinances if the local government determines that the prohibition is neces- 
sary, in the interest of public safety. This section does not affect the authority 
of a local authority’s law enforcement officers to enforce the laws of this state 
relating to the operation of a personal delivery device. 

(f) An entity that operates a personal delivery device must maintain an 
insurance policy that includes general liability coverage of not less than one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) for damages arising from the combined 
operations of personal delivery devices under a personal delivery device 
operator’s control. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 685, § 5. Acts 2020, ch. 685, § 6. July 1, 2020. 
PART 3 


ELECTRIC BICYCLES 


55-8-301. Part definitions. 


As used in this part: 

(1) “Class 1 electric bicycle” means an electric bicycle equipped with a 
motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that 
ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of twenty 
miles per hour (20 mph); 

(2) “Class 2 electric bicycle” means an electric bicycle equipped with a 
motor that may be used exclusively to propel the bicycle, and that is not 
capable of providing assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of twenty 
miles per hour (20 mph); 

(3) “Class 3 electric bicycle” means an electric bicycle equipped with a 
motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that 
ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of twenty- 
eight miles per hour (28 mph); and 

(4) “Electric bicycle” means a device upon which any person may ride that 


55-8-302 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 484 


is equipped with two (2) or three (3) wheels, any of which is twenty inches 
(20”) or more in diameter, fully operable pedals for human propulsion, and an 
electric motor of less than seven hundred fifty (750) watts, and meets the 
requirements of one (1) of the three (3) classes of electric bicycles defined in 
subdivision (1), (2), or (3). 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 828, § 2. 


55-8-302. Requirements and laws applicable to electric bicycles. 


An electric bicycle and any person operating an electric bicycle is not subject 
to any requirements or laws applicable to motor vehicles, including the 
Tennessee Financial Responsibility Law of 1977, compiled in chapter 12, part 
1 of this title; the Uniform Classified and Commercial Driver License Act of 
1988, compiled in chapter 50 of this title; and chapters 3 and 4 of this title, 
relating to titling and registration. Except as otherwise specified by this part, 
the requirements and laws applicable to bicycles in this title shall apply to 
electric bicycles. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 823, § 3. 


55-8-303. Label. 


(a) On or after January 1, 2017, every manufacturer or distributor of new 
electric bicycles intended for sale or distribution in this state shall perma- 
nently affix, in a prominent location, to the electric bicycle a label that contains 
the classification number, top assisted speed, and motor wattage of the electric 
bicycle, and is printed in Arial font in at least nine-point type. 

(b) On or after January 1, 2017, no new electric bicycle shall be sold to the 
general public in this state unless a label is affixed to the electric bicycle 
pursuant to subsection (a). 

(c) A violation of subsection (a) or (b) is an unfair and deceptive act or 
practice under the Tennessee Consumer Protection Act of 1977, compiled in 
title 47, chapter 18, part 1. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 823, § 4. 


55-8-304. Unlawful modification of electric bicycle. 


It is an offense for a person to knowingly modify an electric bicycle so as to 
change the speed capability of the electric bicycle and not appropriately 
replace, or cause to be replaced, the label indicating the classification required 
in § 55-8-303. A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 823, § 5. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
11. 
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55-8-305. Equipment requirements. 


(a) No electric bicycle shall be operated upon any street or highway unless 
the electric bicycle: 

(1) Complies with applicable equipment and manufacturing requirements 
for electric bicycles established by state and federal law, including federal 
standards adopted by the United States consumer product safety commis- 
sion and compiled in 16 CFR Part 1512; and 

(2) Is equipped in such a manner that the electric motor is disengaged or 
ceases to function when the brakes are applied, or that the electric motor is 
engaged through a switch or mechanism that, when released or activated, 
will cause the electric motor to disengage or cease to function. 

(b) No class 3 electric bicycle shall be operated upon any street or highway 
unless it is equipped with a speedometer that displays the speed the electric 
bicycle is traveling in miles per hour. 

(c) A person who knowingly operates an electric bicycle in violation of 
subsection (a) or (b) commits a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 823, § 6. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
11. 


55-8-306. Operation of electric bicycle on street or highway or path or 
trail. 


(a)(1) Aclass 1 electric bicycle or a class 2 electric bicycle may be operated 
on any part of a street or highway where bicycles are authorized to travel, 
including a bicycle lane or other portion of a roadway designated for 
exclusive use by bicyclists, the shoulder or berm, and any path or trail 
intended for use by bicyclists. 

(2) Alocal government or state agency having jurisdiction over any part of 
any path or trail where bicycles are authorized to travel may regulate or 
prohibit, by resolution or ordinance if a local government or by rule or policy 
if a state agency, the operation of a class 1 electric bicycle or class 2 electric 
bicycle on that path or trail, if the local government or state agency 
determines that the regulation or prohibition is necessary, in the interest of 
public safety. | 

(3) No class 3 electric bicycle shall be operated on any part of a path or 
trail where bicycles are authorized to travel, unless the path or trail is 
within or adjacent to the street or highway, or the local governing body or 
state agency having jurisdiction over the path or trail permits, by resolution 
or ordinance if a local government or by rule or policy if a state agency, the 
operation of a class 3 electric bicycle on that path or trail. 

(4) No electric bicycle shall be operated on any sidewalk unless the use of 
bicycles on sidewalks is authorized by resolution or ordinance if a local 
government or by rule or policy if a state agency, of the local government or 
state agency having jurisdiction over that sidewalk, and the electric motor is 
disabled. 
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(5) Any local resolution or ordinance or state agency rule or policy adopted 
in accordance with this subsection (a) shall use the definitions in this part for 
electric bicycle, class 1 electric bicycle, class 2 electric bicycle, or class 3 
electric bicycle. References to motor vehicles in any local resolution or 
ordinance shall not be applicable to an electric bicycle. 

(6) A person who knowingly operates an electric bicycle in violation of 
subdivision (a)(3) or (a)(4) commits a Class C misdemeanor. 

(b) On any roadway, highway, or street, electric bicycles shall be restricted, 
limited, or excluded by local resolutions and ordinances to the same extent as 
bicycles are restricted, limited, or excluded. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 823, § 7. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-8-307. Prohibited operation of class 3 electric bicycle by person 
under 14 years of age — Helmet requirements. 


(a) It is a delinquent act for a person under fourteen (14) years of age to 
operate a class 3 electric bicycle upon any street or highway; provided, that the 
person may ride as a passenger on a class 3 electric bicycle that is designed to 
accommodate passengers. 

(b) The operator and all passengers of a class 3 electric bicycle, regardless of 
age, shall wear a properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmet meeting federal 
standards established by the United States consumer product safety commis- 
sion or the American Society for Testing and Materials. A label on the helmet 
shall be affixed signifying the helmet complies with this subsection (b). 

(c)(1) A violation of subsection (a) shall be punishable only by a fine not to 

exceed fifty dollars ($50.00). 

(2) A person who violates subsection (b) commits a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 823, § 8. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
11. 


CHAPTER 9 
EQUIPMENT — LIGHTING REGULATIONS 


Part 1. General Provisions 


Section 

55-9-101. Chapter definitions. 

55-9-102. Emergency parts and accessories to be carried by various type motor vehicles. 
55-9-103. Display of warning devices during period of disablement of certain vehicles. 

55-9-104. Vehicles stopping for causes other than disablement — Display of warning devices. 
55-9-105. Televisions in motor vehicles — Operation or installation — Applicability — Violations. 
55-9-106. Studded tires. 

55-9-107. Tinted motor vehicle windows. 

55-9-108. Airbags. 
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Section 
55-9-201. 


55-9-202. 
55-9-203. 
55-9-204. 
55-9-205. 
55-9-206. 
55-9-207. 
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Part 2. Required Equipment on Vehicles 


Horn — Bells, sirens or exhaust whistles on emergency vehicles — Penalty for 
violations. 

Mufflers — Muffler cutouts prohibited — Penalty. 

Windshield must be equipped with wipers — Penalty. 

Brakes — Equipment required on various type vehicles — Penalty. 

Performance ability of brakes — Penalty. 

Trucks to be equipped with rearview mirror. 

Penalty for operating truck without rearview mirror. 


55-9-208 — 55-9-211. [Reserved.] 


55-9-212. 
55-9-213. 
55-9-214. 
55-9-215. 


55-9-216. 
55-9-217. 
55-9-218. 


55-9-301. 
55-9-302. 
55-9-303. 
55-9-304. 
55-9-305. 
55-9-306. 
55-9-307. 
55-9-308. 


55-9-401. 
55-9-402. 


55-9-403. 
55-9-404. 
55-9-405. 


55-9-406. 


55-9-407. 
55-9-408. 


55-9-409. 


55-9-410. 
55-9-411, 
55-9-413. 
55-9-414. 
55-9-415. 


55-9-601. 
55-9-602. 
55-9-603. 


55-9-604. 
55-9-605. 
55-9-606. 


Mudguards on trucks — Penalty. 

Brake fluid — Minimum standards — Penalty. 

[Reserved.] 

Operation of motor vehicle without adequate energy absorption system prohibited — 
Alteration of altitude from ground level of passenger car prohibited — Modification of 
front end by lift blocks prohibited — Modification of steering mechanism prohibited 
— Exceptions — Enforcement — Penalties. 

Steering wheels — Penalty for violation. 

New tires required on new trailers — Waiver — Violations. 

Carbon monoxide detectors. 


Part 3. Required Equipment on Motorcycles and Motor Driven Cycles 


[Reserved.] 

Crash helmet required for driver and passenger — Exceptions. 

Seat for passenger. 

Windshields — Safety goggles, face shields or glasses. 

Rearview mirrors and footrests. 

Violation of this part — Penalty. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting minor to violate this part — Penalty. 
Part inapplicable to autocycles. 


Part 4. Lighting Regulations 


Lights on vehicles other than motor vehicles — Visibility distance — Penalty. 

Lights required on motor vehicles — Exceptions — Regulations as to color, type and 
visibility distance. 

Headlamps on motorcycles — Penalty. 

Lamp at end of train of vehicles — Penalty. 

Lighting devices and reflectors on vehicles having width in excess of 80 inches, truck 
tractors, and trailers — Lamp or flag on projecting load — Penalties. 

Headlights on motor vehicles — Operation during inclement weather — Violation — 
Penalty — Costs. 

Multiple beam road lighting equipment — Use. 

Headlights complying with prohibition against glaring and dazzling lights — Anti-glare 
devices — Mounted height of lamps. 

Inspecting and testing lamps emitting glare — Order to remove illegal lamps — Arrest 
of drivers. 

Penalty for refusal or failure to submit to lamp inspection. 

55-9-412. [Reserved.] 

Warning or signal light for rural mail carriers authorized. 

Blue flashing emergency lights on motor vehicles unlawful — Exception — Penalty. 

Operation of vehicle with lamps or spotlights facing backwards — Penalty. 


Part 5. [Reserved] 
Part 6. Safety Belts 


Required — Specifications — Violations — Penalties. 
Child passenger restraint systems — Violations — Penalties. 


Use of safety belts in passenger vehicles — Violations — Penalties — Arrest — 
Applicability. 
Failure to wear safety belt — Contributory negligence — Evidence. 


Liability of manufacturer. 
Passengers over sixteen years of age — ADS-operated vehicle. 
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Section 

55-9-607. Program to enforce compliance — Highway signs. 

55-9-608, 55-9-609. [Reserved.] 

55-9-610. Child safety restraints — Programs to increase compliance. 


PART 1 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 


55-9-101. Chapter definitions. 


As used in this chapter: 
(1) “Autocycle,” “motor vehicle,” “motorcycle,” “motor-driven cycle,” and 
“motorized bicycle” have the meanings ascribed to them in § 55-8-101; and 
(2) “Automated driving system,” “ADS,” and “ADS-operated vehicle” have 
the meanings ascribed to them in § 55-30-102. 


99 66 99 66 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1979, ch. 247, § 7; T.C.A., § 59-942; Safety rules for homemade trailers, § 55-4- 
Acts 1986, ch. 804, § 4; 2017, ch. 474, § 5. 101. 


55-9-102. Emergency parts and accessories to be carried by various 
type motor vehicles. 


Every motor vehicle, according to its type or character of operation as listed 
in subdivisions (1) and (2), shall carry at all times the following emergency 
parts and accessories, which shall be in proper and effective working order and 
available for immediate use: 

(1) On every bus, truck, or truck tractor, except pickup trucks having not 
more than two (2) rear wheels and equipped with emergency flashing lights 
at front and rear: 

(A) At least one (1) fire extinguisher, of a type inspected and labeled by 
Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., under classification B, and utilizing an 
extinguishing agent that does not need protection from freezing (minimum 
size, two-pound dry chemical type); 

(B) One (1) red lantern, when projecting loads are carried; and 

(C) One (1) red cloth flag, not less than twelve inches (12”) square, when 
projecting loads are carried; 

(2) On every bus, truck, and truck tractor, except pickup trucks having 
not more than two (2) rear wheels and equipped with emergency flashing 
lights at front and rear, operating outside the corporate limits of municipali- 
ties, excepting buses subject to the general supervision and regulation, 
jurisdiction and control of the governing body of a municipality under 
§§ 65-4-101, 65-4-104 and 65-16-101 [repealed], and operating within the 
territorial limits of the regulatory jurisdiction of the governing body: 

(A) All items listed under subdivision (1); 

(B) One (1) set of tire chains, for all vehicles likely to encounter 
conditions requiring them; 

(C)G) At least three (3) flares or three (3) red emergency reflectors, or 

three (3) red electric lanterns, unless the motor vehicle is operated solely 

on streets or highways that are artificially lighted at night; 
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(ii) Each flare (liquid burning pot torch) or red emergency reflector or 
red electric lantern shall be capable of being seen and distinguished at 
a distance of five hundred feet (500’) under normal atmospheric 
conditions; 

(iii) Each flare (pot torch) shall be capable of burning for not less than 
twelve (12) hours in five miles per hour (5 mph) wind velocity, capable of 
burning in any air velocities from zero to forty miles per hour (0-40 
mph), substantially constructed so as to withstand reasonable shock 
without leaking, and shall be carried in a metal rack or box. Each red 
electric lantern shall be capable of operating continuously for not less 
than twelve (12) hours and shall be substantially constructed so as to 
withstand reasonable shock without breakage; 

(iv) Each red emergency reflector shall conform in all respects to the 
requirements of the following specifications, and must be approved for 
use in Tennessee by the department of safety: 

(a) Each red emergency reflector shall be comprised of a multiplic- 
ity of red reflecting elements on each side, not less than two (2), front 
and back, every one of which red reflecting elements shall conform as 
a minimum requirement to the specifications for Class A Reflex 
Reflectors contained in the SAE Handbook, 1944 edition (published by 
the Society of Automotive Engineers, 29 West 39th Street, New York, 
New York). The aggregate candlepower output of the reflecting 
elements of the device when tested in the perpendicular position at 
one-third degree (14°) as specified by SAE photometric procedure shall 
be not less than twelve (12); 

(6b) If the reflecting surfaces or reflector elements would be ad- 
versely affected by dust, soot, or other foreign matter, they shall be 
adequately sealed within the body of the units in which they are 
incorporated. Each reflector device shall be of such weight and 
dimensions as to remain stable and stationary when in a forty mile 
per hour (40 mph) wind on any road surface on which it is likely to be 
used, and shall be so constructed as to withstand reasonable shock 
without breakage. Each reflector device shall be so constructed that 
the reflecting elements shall be in a plane perpendicular to the plane 
of the roadway when placed thereon; and 

(c) Reasonable protection shall be afforded each reflector device, 
and the reflecting elements incorporated therein, by enclosure in a 
box or rack from which the three (3) devices readily may be extracted 
for use. In the event the reflector devices are collapsible, locking 
means shall be provided to maintain the reflecting elements in 
effective position, and the locking means shall be readily capable of 
adjustment without the use of tools or special equipment; 

(v) Each unit of a set of three (3) red emergency reflectors shall be 
marked plainly with the certification of the manufacturer that it fulfills 
the requirements of these specifications; and 

(vi) Each red emergency reflector when used shall be so placed on the 
highway as to reflect to oncoming vehicles the maximum amount of 
reflected light; 
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(D) At least three (3) red burning fusees (if carrier elects to carry and © 
use flares as warning signals), unless the motor vehicle is operated solely 
on streets or highways that are artificially lighted at night. Each fusee 
shall be made in accordance with the specifications of the Bureau of 
Explosives, 30 Vesey Street, New York, New York, and so marked, and 
shall be capable of burning at least fifteen (15) minutes; and 

(E) At least two (2) red flags of cloth, synthetic or man-made material, 
not less than twelve inches (12”) square, with standards; and 
(3) On motor vehicles used for the driver education and training course for 

Class D vehicles as provided by § 55-50-322(f), there may be equipped 
amber light-emitting diode (LED) lights on the front and rear of the motor 
vehicles only if the amber light-emitting diode lights are not placed in the 
driver’s line of sight. 


History. was repealed by Acts 2003, ch. 19, § 2, effective 
Acts 1937, ch. 245, § 5; 1947, ch. 121, § 1;C.” April-11, 2003. 

Supp. 1950, § 2700.16 (Williams, § 2695); Acts 

1973, ch. 326, §§ 4-6; 1975, ch. 102,§ 1;T.C.A. Textbooks. 

(orig. ed.), § 59-918; Acts 2008, ch. 967, § 1. Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 


tomobiles, § 9. 
Compiler’s Notes. 


Section 65-16-101, referred to in this section, 


55-9-103. Display of warning devices during period of disablement of 
certain vehicles. 


Whenever any bus, truck, or truck tractor, except pickup trucks having not 
more than two (2) rear wheels and equipped with emergency flashing lights at 
front and rear, is disabled upon the traveled portion of the highway or the 
shoulder next thereto, except within a business or residential district of a 
municipality, the following requirements shall be complied with during the 
period of the disablement: 

(1) During the time when lights are required, that is, between one-half 

(4%) hour after sunset and one-half (4%) hour before sunrise and at all other 

times when there is not sufficient light to render clearly discernible a person 

two hundred feet (200') ahead, a lighted fusee shall be immediately placed 
on the roadway at the traffic side of the motor vehicle. As soon thereafter as 

possible, and in any case within the burning period of the fusee, three (3) 

lighted flares or pot torches shall be placed on the roadway as follows: 

(A) One (1) in the center of the line of traffic occupied by the disabled 
motor vehicle not less than forty (40) paces or approximately one hundred 
feet (100’) distant therefrom in the direction of traffic approaching in that 
line; 

(B) One (1) not less than forty (40) paces, or approximately one hundred 
feet (100’) from the vehicle in the opposite direction; 

(C) One (1) at the traffic side of the vehicle approximately ten feet (10’) 
rearward or forward thereof; 

(D) If the motor vehicle is disabled within three hundred feet (300’) of 
a curve, crest of a hill or other obstruction to view, the flare in that 
direction shall be so placed as to afford ample warning to other users of the 
highway, but in no case less than forty (40) paces, approximately one 
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hundred feet (100’) nor more than one hundred twenty (120) paces, 
approximately three hundred feet (300’), from the disabled vehicle; 

(E) Care should be taken in placing any flare, fusee, or any signal 
produced by a flame to prevent igniting any gasoline or other inflammable 
liquid or gas; and 

(F) As to every motor vehicle used for the transportation of inflammable 
liquids or inflammable compressed gas in cargo tanks, whether loaded or 
empty, the use of flares, pot torches, fusees or any signal produced by a 
flame is prohibited, and lighted red electric lanterns or red emergency 
reflectors shall be used in lieu thereof. Every motor vehicle, whether 
required to carry red electric lanterns or red emergency reflectors or not, 
may carry the red electric lanterns or red emergency reflectors in lieu of 
flares, pot torches and fusees. The placement of the red electric lanterns or 
red emergency reflectors in the event of disablement shall be the same as 
the requirements for the placing of pot torches, fusees or flares; and 
(2) During the time that lights are not required, red flags shall be placed 


in the manner prescribed for the lighted electric lanterns or flares, except 
that no flag shall be required to be placed at the side of the vehicle; however, 
if the disablement continues into the period when lights are required, lighted 
flares or lighted red electric lanterns or red emergency reflectors shall then 


be placed as prescribed. 


History. 

Acts 1947, ch, 121, $1; ‘C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 2700.16 (Williams, § 2695); Acts 1975, ch. 
102, § 2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-919. 


Law Reviews. 
Nonnegligent Driver’s Duty to Warn, 43 
Tenn. L. Rev. 511 (1976). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Negligence Per Se. 
2. Particular Cases. 


1. Negligence Per Se. 

Where defendant left tractor and trailer un- 
attended at night for four hours before accident 
without flares or lights evidence was sufficient 
to justify jury finding of gross negligence so as 
to deprive defendants of defense of contributory 
negligence. Garner v. Maxwell, 50 Tenn. App. 
157, 360 S.W.2d 64, 1961 Tenn. App. LEXIS 141 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1961). 


2. Particular Cases. 
_ District court properly granted summary 
judgment under Fed. R. Civ. P. 56 in favor of a 


tractor-trailer driver in a negligence action 
where the driver’s actions in parking his dis- 
abled rig completely off the travel lanes of an 
interstate highway did not breach any common 
law duty of care or statutory duty of care under 
T.C.A. §§ 55-8-158 and 55-9-103; further, the 
tractor-trailer driver’s actions were not the 
proximate cause of the motor vehicle accident 
because it was not foreseeable within Tennes- 
see law that the driver of a motor vehicle, with 
an extended unobstructed view of the tractor- 
trailer, would leave three travel lanes of inter- 
state highway and strike the rig that was 
parked completely within the emergency 
breakdown lane. Kellner v. Budget Car & Truck 
Rental, Inc., 359 F.8d 399, 2004 U.S. App. 
LEXIS 3624, 2004 FED App. 59P (6th Cir.). 


DECISIONS UNDER PRIOR LAW 


Analysis 


. Necessity of Using Flares. 
Negligence Per Se. 

Assumption as to Flares. 

. Question of Proximate Cause. 

. Bar of Contributory Negligence. 


oR Co De 


1. Necessity of Using Flares. 

The act requiring buses and trucks to carry 
flares was evidently passed to cause them to 
have lights they could put out if their own 
lights failed and they were broken down on the 
paved portion of the highway, and where the 
headlights and taillights of a wrecked car and a 
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wrecker were burning, both cars being out on 
the shoulder of the road, there was no need to 
set out the flares carried by the wrecker even 
though the road was icy. Stanford v. Holloway, 
25 Tenn. App. 379, 157 S.W.2d 864, 1941 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 120 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1941). 


2. Negligence Per Se. 

The violation insofar as it related to the 
placing of lighted flares on roadway when mo- 
tor vehicle was disabled was negligence per se. 
Inter-City Trucking Co. v. Daniels, 181 Tenn. 
126, 178 S.W.2d 756, 1944 Tenn. LEXIS 351 
(1944). 


3. Assumption as to Flares. 

The driver of an approaching vehicle had a 
right to assume that the law relating to the 
placing of lighted flares on roadway when mo- 
tor vehicle was disabled was being observed 
and until this glaring and inescapable warning 
appeared could proceed on the assumption that 
no standing obstruction was ahead. Inter-City 
Trucking Co. v. Daniels, 181 Tenn. 126, 178 
S.W.2d 756, 1944 Tenn. LEXIS 351 (1944). 


4. Question of Proximate Cause. 
Where a bus driver negligently parked his 
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bus on the highway in violation of law and two 
cars drew up and stopped behind the bus but a 
third car ran into the rear of the second car and 
killed two persons, it was for the jury to deter- 
mine if the bus driver’s negligence proximately 
contributed to the accident and if the bus driver 
should have foreseen this kind of accident since 
even if the driver of the third car was negligent, 
which the jury must also determine, his negli- 
gence would not relieve the bus company of 
liability if their negligence was a proximate 
cause of the accident. Watson v. Southern Bus 
Lines, Inc., 186 F.2d 981, 1951 U.S. App. LEXIS 
2196 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1951). 


5. Bar of Contributory Negligence. 

It was held that failure of driver to comply 
with law in the placing of lighted flares on 
roadway when truck became _ disabled 
amounted to a conscious disregard of the rights 
and safety of others, a class of negligence de- 
fined as gross and wanton, which deprived 
defendant guilty thereof of the right to rely 
upon plaintiffs contributory negligence. Inter- 
City Trucking Co. v. Daniels, 181 Tenn. 126, 178 
S.W.2d 756, 1944 Tenn. LEXIS 351 (1944). 


55-9-104. Vehicles stopping for causes other than disablement — Dis- 
play of warning devices. 


(a) Whenever any bus, truck or truck tractor is stopped upon the traveled 
portion of the highway or the shoulder next thereto, except within a business 
or residential district of a municipality or for any cause other than disablement 
or for necessary traffic stops, the following requirements shall be complied 
with during the period of the stop: 

(1) During the time that lights are required, a lighted fusee or lighted red 
electric lantern or red emergency reflector shall be immediately placed on 
the roadway at the traffic side of the motor vehicle. Pickup trucks having not 
more than two (2) rear wheels may comply with this subdivision (a)(1) by 
displaying emergency flashing lights at the front and rear; and 

(2) If the stop exceeds or is intended to exceed ten (10) minutes, the 
placing of flares, red electric lanterns or red emergency reflectors or flags 
shall be in the manner prescribed for disabled vehicles. Pickup trucks having 
not more than two (2) rear wheels may comply with this subdivision (a)(2) by 
displaying emergency flashing lights at the front and rear. 

(b) Except during the time that lights are required to be displayed by 
§ 55-9-401, none of the provisions of this chapter that relate to fire extinguish- 
ers, red lanterns, red flags, tire chains, flares, and fusees, shall apply to trucks 
and pickup trucks owned and operated by any person in the transportation of 
produce and farm products grown exclusively by that person in transporting 
them to and from market. 


ch. 121, § 1; C. Supp. 1950, § 2700.16 (Wil- 
liams, § 2695); Acts 1975, ch. 89, §§ 1, 2; T.C.A. 


History. 
Acts 1937 (2nd Ex. Sess.), ch. 12, § 1; 1947, 
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(orig. ed.), § 59-920. 


Law Reviews. 
Nonnegligent Driver’s Duty to Warn, 43 
Tenn. L. Rev. 511 (1976). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Negligence Per Se. reasonable excuse for such neglect, constituted 

Defendant’s failure to place red flags as re- gross negligence which would deprive the de- 
quired, to warn of truck parked on wet highway fendant of relying on plaintiffs alleged con- 
was negligence per se and the jury could have ___tributory negligence. Shuler v. Clabough, 38 
found that his failure to comply with this sec- Tenn. App. 333, 274 S.W.2d 17, 1954 Tenn. App. 
tion if under circumstances which disclosed no LEXIS 124 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1954). 


55-9-105. Televisions in motor vehicles — Operation or installation — 
Applicability — Violations. 


(a) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle with a television receiver, a 
video monitor, or a television or video screen capable of displaying a television 
broadcast or video signal that produces entertainment or business applica- 
tions, if the receiver, monitor or screen is intended to display images visible to 
the driver in a normal position when the vehicle is in motion. 

(b) A person shall not install in a motor vehicle a television receiver, a video 
monitor, or a television or video screen capable of displaying a television 
broadcast or video signal that produces entertainment or business applica- 
tions, if the receiver, monitor or screen is intended to display images visible to 
the driver in a normal position when the vehicle is in motion. 

(c) The prohibitions contained in this section shall not apply to: 

(1) The following equipment when installed in a motor vehicle: 

(A) A vehicle information display; 

(B) A navigation or global positioning display; 

(C) A visual display used to enhance or supplement the driver’s view 
forward, behind, or to the sides of a motor vehicle; or 

(D) A television receiver, video monitor, television or video screen or any 
other similar means of visually displaying a television broadcast or video 
signal, if the equipment is designed to prevent the driver from viewing the 
entertainment or business application when the motor vehicle is being 
driven; 

(2) Television receivers or monitors used in government-owned vehicles 
by law enforcement officers in the course of their official duties; 

(3) A wireless telephone or communication device when used for placing 
or receiving a telephone call or to access a navigation or global positioning 
display; 

(4) Electronic monitors or displays used to monitor livestock being 
transported; 

(5)(A) Computer or other electronic displays or monitors used in utility 

vehicles by employees of the utility in the course of their official duties; 

provided, however, that use shall be permitted only while the vehicle is 
stopped, standing or parked; 

(B) As used in subdivision (c)(5)(A), “utility” means any person, munici- 
pality, county, metropolitan government, cooperative, board, commission, 
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district, or any entity created or authorized by public act, private act or 
general law to provide electricity, natural gas, water, waste water services, 
telephone service or any combination thereof, for sale to consumers in any 
particular service area; and 

(C) As used in subdivision (c)(5)(B), “cooperative” means any coopera- 
tive providing utility services, including, but not limited to, electric or — 
telephone services, or both; or 
(6)(A) When a motor vehicle’s autonomous technology is engaged, an 
operator may use an integrated electronic display for communication, 
information, and other uses enabled by the display; provided, that the 
display is integrated with the vehicle such that it operates and functions 
in coordination with such autonomous technology and disables automati- 
cally any moving images visible to the motor vehicle operator when the 
autonomous technology is disengaged; 

(B) As used in subdivision (c)(6)(A), “autonomous technology” means 
technology installed on a motor vehicle that has the capability to drive the 
motor vehicle without the active physical control or monitoring by a 
human operator. 

(d) This section does not apply to local, state or federal law enforcement 
officers who are engaged in the performance of their official duties. 
(e) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 40, §§ 1, 2; T.C.A., § 59-927; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, 814331992. chs 59708 lity 19.1; 
1994, ch. 877, § 1; 2001, ch. 2, § 1; 2002, ch. 
524, § 1; 2007, ch. 7,§ 1; 2016, ch. 629, §§ 1-3; 
2016, ch. 927, § 2. 


55-9-106. Studded tires. 


(a) No person shall use a tire on a vehicle moved on a highway that has on 
its periphery any block, stud, flange, cleat, or spike or any other protuberances 
of a material other than rubber that projects beyond the tread of the traction 
surface of the tire, except as otherwise provided in this section. 

(b) A person may operate on a highway a vehicle equipped with a tire that 
has imbedded in it wire or other material for improving traction on snow and 
ice during the period of October 1 through April 15 of each year. Such a tire 
shall be so constructed that the percentage of wire or other material in contact 
with the roadway does not exceed, after the first one thousand (1,000) miles of 
use or operation, five percent (5%) of the total tire area in contact with the 
roadway. During the first one thousand (1,000) miles of use or operation of any 
such tire, the wire or other material in contact with the roadway shall not 
exceed twenty percent (20%) of the total tire area in contact with the roadway. 
The studded tires allowed by this subsection (b) shall not be used at any time 
on a vehicle with a maximum gross weight of more than nine thousand pounds 
(9,000 Ibs.), unless this a vehicle is a school bus or an emergency vehicle. 

(c) It is permissible to use tire chains of reasonable proportions on any 
vehicle when required for safety because of snow, ice, or other condition 
tending to cause a vehicle to skid. 


495 EQUIPMENT — LIGHTING REGULATIONS 59-9-107 


(d) It is permissible to use farm machinery with tires having protuberances 
that will not injure a highway. 


History. 
Acts 1982, ch. 856, § 1. 


55-9-107. Tinted motor vehicle windows. 


(a)(1) It is unlawful for any person to operate, upon a public highway, street 
or road, any motor vehicle in which any window that has a visible light 
transmittance equal to, but not less than, that specified in the Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standard No. 205, codified in 49 CFR 571.205, has been 
altered, treated or replaced by the affixing, application or installation of any 
material that: 

(A) Has a visible light transmittance of less than thirty-five percent 

(35%); or 

(B) With the exception of the manufacturer’s standard installed shade 
band, reduces the visible light transmittance in the windshield below 

seventy percent (70%). 

(2) Any person who installs window tinting materials in this state for 
profit, barter, or wages or commissions is defined as a “professional installer” 
for the purposes of this section; and it is unlawful for a professional installer 
to apply tinting materials to any motor vehicle so as to cause that motor 
vehicle to be in violation of this section. 

(3) All professional installers of window tinting materials shall supply 
and shall affix to the lower right corner of the driver’s window an adhesive 
label, the size and style of which shall be determined by the commissioner of 
safety, that includes: 

(A) The installer’s business name; and 
(B) The legend “Complies with Tennessee Code Annotated, § 55-9-107.” 

(4) All professional installers of window tinting materials shall supply 
each customer with a signed receipt for each motor vehicle to which tinting 
materials have been applied that includes: 

(A) Date of installation; 

(B) Make, model, paint color and license plate number and state; 

(C) The legend “Complies with Tennessee Code Annotated, § 55-9-107, 
at date of installation”; and 

(D) The legend “This receipt shall be kept with motor vehicle registra- 
tion documents.” 

(5) The owner of any vehicle in question has the burden of proof that the 
motor vehicle is in compliance with this section. 

(6)(A) The restrictions of this subsection (a) do not apply to any of the 

following motor vehicles: 

(i) Any motor vehicle model permitted by federal regulations to be 
equipped with certain windows tinted so as not to conform to the 
specifications of subdivision (a)(1)(A) with respect to those certain 
windows; 

(ii) Any motor vehicle bearing commercial license plates or govern- 
ment service license plates that are used for law enforcement purposes, 
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for those windows rearward of the front doors; 
(iii) Any motor vehicle that is registered in another state and meets 
the requirements of the state of registration; and 
(iv) Any motor vehicle owned or leased by private investigators or 

investigations companies licensed pursuant to title 62, chapter 26. 

(B) This subdivision (a)(6) shall not be construed in any way to exempt 
the front door windows of any motor vehicle of any kind from the 
specifications of subdivision (a)(1)(A). 

(b)(1) Notwithstanding subdivision (a)(1) to the contrary, any person with a 
medical condition that is adversely affected by ultraviolet light may submit 
a statement to the commissioner from that person’s physician certifying that 
the person has a medical condition that requires reduction of light trans- 
mission in the windows of the person’s vehicle in excess of the standards 
established in subsection (a). The commissioner shall submit the certified 
statement to the department’s medical review board for evaluation. If the 
review board finds the exemption warranted, it shall recommend that the 
commissioner authorize the exemption, and the degree of tinting exemption 
that is appropriate. The commissioner shall then supply a certificate or 
decal, indicating the degree of exemption, to the applicant who shall display ~ 
it in the motor vehicle. 

(2) Any applicant aggrieved by a decision of the medical review board or 
the commissioner may appeal in accordance with the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. The appeal may be made 
to the chancery court of the county where the aggrieved applicant resides at 
the option of the applicant. 

(c) It is probable cause for a full-time, salaried police officer of this state to 
detain a motor vehicle being operated on the public roads, streets or highways 
of this state when the officer has a reasonable belief that the motor vehicle is 
in violation of subdivision (a)(1), for the purpose of conducting a field compari- 
son test. 

(d) It is a Class C misdemeanor for the operator of a motor vehicle to refuse 
to submit to the field comparison test when directed to do so by a full-time, 
salaried police officer, or for any person to otherwise violate any provisions of 
this section. | 

(e) The commissioner of safety shall establish a standardized method and 
procedure by which law enforcement officers can readily, and with reasonable 
accuracy, conduct a field comparison test to determine if a motor vehicle’s 
windows are in compliance with this section. 


History. 

Acts 1982, ch. 938, § 1; 1985, ch. 207, § 1; 
1989, ch. 528, §§ 1-4; 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 
1990, ch. 1033, § 1; 2006, ch. 523, § 1; 2009, ch. 
286, § 1; 2016, ch. 583, § 1. 


Code Commission Notes. The introductory 
language of (a)(1) in S.B. 570/H.B. 720 as intro- 
duced read: “(a)(1) It shall be unlawful for any 
person to operate a motor vehicle upon a public 


highway, street or road, in which any window of 
such vehicle has been altered, treated or re- 
placed by the affixation, application or installa- 
tion of any material which.” The amended bill 
which became Acts 1985, ch. 207 deleted the 
words “any window of such vehicle.” 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 
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55-9-108 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Probable Cause. 

T.C.A. § 55-9-107 applies only to vehicles 
registered in the state of Tennessee, not to 
vehicles from other states that may be travel- 
ing through Tennessee. Since an out-of-state 
car with tinted windows is not illegal under 
Tennessee law, law enforcement officer could 
not have probable cause to believe that there 
was a violation of Tennessee law. The fact that 
the officer was mistaken as to the limits of the 
Tennessee statute does not give rise to a finding 
of probable cause; there is no good faith excep- 
tion to warrantless stops. United States v. 
Ramirez, 115 F. Supp. 2d 918, 2000 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 14859 (W.D. Tenn. 2000), affd, United 
States v. Moreno, 43 Fed. Appx. 760, 2002 U.S. 
App. LEXIS 15398 (2002). 

Officer had probable cause to believe that 
windows were illegally tinted under the mu- 


55-9-108. Airbags. 


(a) For purposes of this section: 


nicipal ordinance and to initiate the traffic stop 
despite the officer’s confusion as to whether 
local ordinance regulating window tinting was 
identical to T.C.A. § 55-9-107. United States v. 
Ramirez, 115 F. Supp. 2d 918, 2000 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 14859 (W.D. Tenn. 2000), affd, United 
States v. Moreno, 43 Fed. Appx. 760, 2002 U.S. 
App. LEXIS 15398 (2002). 

Where police officer claimed the ability to 
determine during a 5-10 second interval that 
the defendant’s window tint was too dark de- 
spite the fact that the officer was unable to 
observe the rear window of the truck, the stop 
of the defendant’s vehicle based on a violation 
of T.C.A. § 55-9-107 was unreasonable at its 
inception. United States v. Page, 154 F. Supp. 
2d 1316, 2001 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 10768 (M.D. 
Tenn. 2001). 


(1) “Airbag” means a motor vehicle inflatable occupant restraint system 
device that is part of a supplemental restraint system; 

(2) “Counterfeit supplemental restraint system component” means a 
replacement supplemental restraint system component, including, but not 
limited to, an airbag, that displays a mark identical to, or substantially 
similar to, the genuine mark of a motor vehicle manufacturer or a supplier 
of parts to the manufacturer of a motor vehicle without authorization from 
that manufacturer or supplier, respectively; 

(3) “Nonfunctional airbag” means a replacement airbag that meets any of 
the following criteria: 

(A) The airbag was previously deployed or damaged; 

(B) The airbag has an electric fault that is detected by the vehicle’s 
airbag diagnostic systems when the installation procedure is completed 
and the vehicle is returned to the customer who requested the work to be 
performed or when ownership is intended to be transferred; 

(C) The airbag includes a part or object, including a supplemental 
restraint system component, that is installed in a motor vehicle to mislead 
the owner or operator of the motor vehicle into believing that a functional 
airbag has been installed; or 

(D) The airbag is subject to the prohibitions of 49 U.S.C. § 30120); and 
(4) “Supplemental restraint system” (“SRS”): 

(A) Means a passive inflatable motor vehicle occupant crash protection 
system designed for use in conjunction with active restraint systems, as 
defined in 49 CFR 571.208; and 

(B) Includes one (1) or more airbags and all components required to 
ensure that an airbag works as designed by the vehicle manufacturer, 
including both of the following: 

(i) The airbag operates in the event of a crash; and 
(ii) The airbag is designed in accordance with federal motor vehicle 
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safety standards of the specific make, model, and year of the motor 
vehicle in which it is or will be installed. 

(b) A person shall not knowingly manufacture, import, install, reinstall, 
distribute, sell, or offer for sale any device intended to replace a supplemental 
restraint system component in any motor vehicle if the device is a counterfeit 
supplemental restraint system component, nonfunctional airbag, or device 
that does not meet federal motor vehicle safety standards as provided in 49 
CFR 571.208. 

(c) A person shall not knowingly sell, install, or reinstall in a vehicle, any 
device that causes the vehicle’s diagnostic systems to fail to warn when the 
vehicle is equipped with a counterfeit supplemental restraint system compo- 
nent or nonfunctional airbag, or when no airbag is installed. 

(d) A violation of this section is a Class A misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 2003, ch. 160, § 1; 2018, ch. 748, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for a Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 


Lt 
PART 2 
REQUIRED EQUIPMENT ON VEHICLES 
55-9-201. Horn — Bells, sirens or exhaust whistles on emergency 


vehicles — Penalty for violations. 


(a) Every motor vehicle, when operated upon any road, street or highway of 
the state, shall be equipped with a horn in good working order capable of 
emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less 
than two hundred feet (200’), and it is unlawful, except as otherwise provided 
in this section, for any vehicle to be equipped with or for any person to use upon 
a vehicle any siren, exhaust, compression or spark plug whistle or for any 
person at any time to use a horn otherwise than as a reasonable warning or to 
make any unnecessary or unreasonably loud or harsh sound by means of a 
horn or other warning device. 

(b) Every police, fire department and fire patrol vehicle, and every ambu- 
lance and emergency repair vehicle of public service companies used for 
emergency calls, shall be equipped with a bell, siren, or exhaust whistle of a 
type approved by the department, or local police authorities in incorporated 
cities or towns. Members of volunteer fire departments residing outside of 
incorporated communities may equip vehicles, to be used in fire patrol work, 
with warning devices of the type approved by the department or by the sheriff 
of the county in which the vehicles are to be operated. 

(c)(1) Members of regular or volunteer fire departments may equip their 

privately owned vehicles to be used in responding to a fire alarm or other 

emergency with warning devices approved by the local fire chief, upon 

written certification to the local sheriff or police chief that the person is a 

member of the department. In the event the warning devices are abused or 

used for other than their intended purpose by a member of the fire 
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department, the local fire chief shall revoke the member’s privilege of using 
the warning devices and shall notify, in writing, the local sheriff or police 
chief of the revocation. 

(2) Subdivision (c)(1) shall not apply to counties with populations of: 


not less than nor more than 
83,300 83,400 
85,725 85,825 
143,900 144,000 
250,000 300,000 
400,000 oe 


according to the 1980 federal census or any subsequent federal census. 
(d)(1) The prohibition in subsection (a) does not apply to any privately- 
owned motor vehicle that is primarily operated for business purposes by any 
salesperson, service representative, employee, lessee, or duly authorized 
agent of an emergency equipment company; provided, that the vehicle is 
marked with the lettering required by subdivision (d)(3). 

(2) Any person operating a motor vehicle pursuant to this subsection (d) 
shall carry a copy of the company’s business license or the person’s or owner 
of the company’s professional or occupational license, certification or regis- 
tration issued by this state and appropriate identification issued by the 
owner of the company. 

(3) Lettering shall be displayed on the left and right sides of the vehicle 
identifying the name of the company for which the vehicle is operated and on 
the front and rear of the vehicle designating it a “Demonstration Vehicle.” 
The lettering shall be painted or affixed on, or attached to, the vehicle in a 
permanent manner, and shall be at least three inches (3”) in size. 

(4) Nothing in this subsection (d) imposes any duty or obligation on a 
manufacturer of motor vehicles used by or sold to emergency equipment 
companies to equip the audible warning devices allowed in this subsection 
(d) at the time of manufacture or sale. 

(5) Nothing in this subsection (d) shall be construed to permit the 
operator of an emergency equipment company vehicle from operating any 
audible warning device authorized by this subsection (d) while the vehicle is 
on a public road, whether in motion or stationary. 

(6) As used in this section, “emergency equipment company” or “company” 
means any entity licensed as required by this state to sell or repair bells, 
sirens, or exhaust, compression or spark plug whistles, or other audible 
warning devices or equipment designed for use on motor vehicles that are 
operated for authorized law enforcement, emergency response, or other 
public safety activities. 

(e) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. § 2700.14 (Williams, § 2693); Acts 1965, ch. 
Acts 1931, ch. 82, § 13; C. Supp. 1950, 255,§ 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-901; Acts 1982, 


55-9-202 


ch. 850, § 2; 1984, ch. 694, § 1; 1984, ch. 920, 
§§ 1-5; 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 1997, ch. 299, § 6; 
2014, ch. 710, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 
Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
supplement. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
1h, 
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Rural fire protection equipment, title 4, ch. 
31, part 5. 
Specifications for school buses, § 49-6-2109. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 6. 


Law Reviews. 
Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1986, 54 
Tenn. L. Rev. 457 (1987). 


55-9-202. Mufflers — Muffler cutouts prohibited — Penalty. 


(a) No person shall drive a motor vehicle on any road, street or highway 
unless the motor vehicle is equipped with a muffler in good working order and 
in constant operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise and annoying 


smoke. 


(b) It is unlawful to use a “muffler cutout” on any motor vehicle upon any 


road, street or highway. 


(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 

Acts 1931, ch. 82, § 14; C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 2700.15 (Williams, § 2694); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-902; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Law Reviews. 

General Sessions Courts: Origin and Recent 
Legislation (Paul M. Bryan and Isadore B. 
Baer), 24 Tenn. L. Rev. 667. 


55-9-203. Windshield must be equipped with wipers — Penalty. 


(a) Every motor vehicle having a windshield shall be equipped with two (2) 
windshield wipers for cleaning rain, snow or other moisture from the wind- 
shield in order to provide clear vision for the driver, unless one (1) windshield 
wiper cleans to within one inch (1”) of each side of windshield. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 

Acts 940 ych,* Pro omemae. Suppor 1950; 
§ 2700.16 (Williams, § 2695); Acts 1973, ch. 
326,§ 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-903; Acts 1989, 
ch. 591,'§ 113: 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-9-204. Brakes — Equipment required on various type vehicles — 
Penalty. 


(a) Every motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle, when operated upon a 
highway shall be equipped with brakes adequate to control the movement of 
and to stop and hold the vehicle, including two (2) separate means of applying 
the brakes, each of which means shall be effective to apply the brakes to at 
least two (2) wheels. If these two (2) separate means of applying brakes are 
connected in any way, they shall be so constructed that failure of any one (1) 
part of the operating mechanism shall not leave the motor vehicle without 
brakes on at least two (2) wheels. 
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(b) Every motorcycle, and bicycle with motor attached, when operated upon 
a highway shall be equipped with at least one (1) brake, which may be operated 
by hand or foot. 

(c)(1) Every trailer or semitrailer of a gross weight of three thousand pounds 
(3,000 lbs.) or more when operated upon a highway shall be equipped with 
brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and to hold the 
vehicle and so designed as to be applied by the driver of the towing motor 
vehicle from its cab, and the brakes shall be so designed and connected that 
in case of an accidental breakaway of the towed vehicle, the brakes shall be 
automatically applied. 

(2) Subdivision (c)(1) does not apply to any trailer or semitrailer operating 
solely intrastate with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of seven 
thousand five hundred pounds (7,500 lbs.) or less and equipped with a 
hydraulic breakaway mechanism that is separate from the hitch itself and 
utilizes surge brakes. “Surge brakes” is defined as a system complying with 
SAE Standards J135, J661, J667, and J684 whereby the brakes of a trailer 
are actuated as a result of the forward pressure of the trailer against the tow 
vehicle during deceleration. 

(d) Every new motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer sold after May 21, 1937, 
in this state and operated upon the highways shall be equipped with service 
brakes upon all wheels of the vehicle, except trucks and truck tractors having 
three (3) or more axles need not have brakes on the front wheels, unless these 
vehicles are equipped with at least two (2) steerable axles, the wheels of one (1) 
such axle need not be equipped with brakes, except any motorcycle, and except 
that any semitrailer of less than one thousand five hundred pounds (1,500 lbs.) 
gross weight need not be equipped with brakes. 

(e) The requirements of subdivision (c)(1) and subsection (d) shall not apply 
to trailers that are not required to be registered and licensed and that are used 
by or on behalf of farmers: 

(1) Transporting farm products or livestock from farm to market; 

(2) Transporting products, equipment, materials or supplies used in 
agricultural pursuits from market to farm or in their transfer from farm to 
farm or from one (1) part of a farm to another part of the same farm; or 

(3) Delivering the trailer to any farm. 

(f) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Law Reviews. 
Acts 1937, ch. 245, § 5; C.. Supp. 1950, Unknown Mechanical Defects — Driver’s Li- 
§ 2700.16 (Williams, § 2695); Acts 1969, ch. ability, 25 Tenn. L. Rev. 505. 
91, § 1; 1973, ch. 326, § 3; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-916; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 1999, ch. 
72, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Vee 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Construction of Law. 

. Negligence Per Se. 

. Proximate Cause or Negligence. 
. Question for Jury. 

Reckless Endangerment. 


oe wD 


pod 


. Construction of Law. 

A public roadway leading from a county 
gravel road to a county schoolhouse and trav- 
eled by the public was clearly within the stat- 
utes relating to the regulation of the operation 
of motor vehicles, and statutes relating to reck- 
less driving and requiring adequate equipment 
including adequate brakes were applicable to 
the operation of an automobile on such road- 
way. Hammonds v. Mansfield, 41 Tenn. App. 
515, 296 S.W.2d 652, 1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 67 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1955). 


2. Negligence Per Se. 

Where an automobile towing another auto- 
mobile, in violation of subsection (c) was in- 
volved in an accident with a truck and where 
the facts were insufficient to establish negli- 
gence per se on the part of the automobile 
driver it was for the jury to determine if the 
violation of the statute was the proximate 
cause of the accident. Chattanooga Ice Delivery 
Co. v. George F. Burnett Co., 24 Tenn. App. 535, 
147 S.W.2d 750, 1940 Tenn. App. LEXIS 60 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1940). 

This section should be construed to make it 
an act of negligence per se to operate a vehicle 
on a public thoroughfare without the required 
brakes. Purser v. Thompson, 31 Tenn. App. 619, 
219 S.W.2d 211, 1948 Tenn. App. LEXIS 118 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1948). 

In personal injury action by persons struck 
by automobile on steps of rural schoolhouse, 
charge to jury by trial judge to the effect that if 
at the time of the accident the defendant’s car 
was without adequate or properly adjusted 
brakes defendant was guilty of negligence was 
correct without additional charge that defen- 
dant must have known or anticipated the fail- 
ure of his brakes since under the decisions of 
this state violation of the statute is negligence 
per se and the burden passed to defendant to 
convince jury that violation of the statute, if 


unintentional, was consistent with due care on 
his part. Hammonds v. Mansfield, 41 Tenn. 
App. 515, 296 S.W.2d 652, 1955 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 67 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1955). 


3. Proximate Cause or Negligence. 

In personal injury action by persons struck 
by defendant’s automobile on steps of rural 
schoolhouse there was ample evidence to sup- 
port a finding by jury that defendant was guilty 
of proximate negligence even if defendant’s 
contention that his brakes failed without warn- 
ing was correct where defendant headed his 
automobile toward the steps rather than along 
the regular course of driveway and made no 
effort to apply his hand brakes or otherwise 
avoid striking the plaintiffs. Hammonds v. 
Mansfield, 41 Tenn. App. 515, 296 S.W.2d 652, 
1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 67 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1955). 

In wrongful death action where driver of 
defendant’s truck admitted that he did not 
apply brakes prior to accident operation of 
truck with defective brakes could not be deter- 
mined to be a proximate cause of the accident. 
Wilson v. Tranbarger, 218 Tenn. 208, 402 
S.W.2d 449, 1965 Tenn. LEXIS 512 (1965). 


4, Question for Jury. 

Under the proof in a personal injury action by 
pedestrian against motorist alleging common 
law negligence and violation of traffic statutes 
and ordinances, issues of negligence, contribu- 
tory negligence and proximate cause presented 
questions of fact to be determined by jury under 
a charge of applicable law by the court. Womble 
v. Walker, 216 Tenn. 27, 390 S.W.2d 208, 1965 
Tenn. LEXIS 556 (1965). 


5. Reckless Endangerment. 

Evidence was sufficient to support defen- 
dant’s conviction of reckless endangerment be- 
cause it showed that two troopers each in- 
spected defendant’s truck’s brake box and 
break-away device, and each deemed the trail- 
er’s brakes to be in operable, but despite being 
so advised defendant drove the trailer on a 
highway at interstate speeds without the re- 
quired brakes while other motorists were also 
on the road. State v. Miller, — S.W.3d —, 2020 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 58 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
Feb. 3, 2020). 


55-9-205. Performance ability of brakes — Penalty. 


(a) The service brakes upon any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles 
shall be adequate to stop the vehicle or vehicles when traveling twenty miles 
per hour (20 mph) within a distance of thirty feet (30’) when upon dry asphalt 
or concrete pavement surface free from loose material where the grade does not 


exceed one percent (1%). 


(b) Under the conditions in subsection (a), the hand brake shall be adequate 
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to stop the vehicle or vehicles within a distance of fifty-five feet (55’) and the 
hand brake shall be adequate to hold the vehicle or vehicles stationary on any 


grade upon which operated. 


(c) Under the conditions in subsection (a), the service brakes upon a motor 
vehicle equipped with two (2) wheel brakes only, and when permitted, shall be 
adequate to stop the vehicle within a distance of forty feet (40’) and the hand 
brake adequate to stop the vehicle within a distance of fifty-five feet (55’). 

(d) All braking distances specified in this section shall apply to all vehicles 
mentioned, whether the vehicles are not loaded or are loaded to the maximum 


capacity permitted under this chapter. 


(e) All brakes shall be maintained in good working order and shall be so 
adjusted as to operate as equally as practicable with respect to the wheels on 


opposite sides of the vehicle. 


(f) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 

Acts) 1957, ch. 245, ..$ 5; C. Supp. (1950, 
§ 2700.16 (Williams, § 2695); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-917; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1138. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
al, 


Law Reviews. 

Rear-End Collisions — When Is the Follow- 
ing Driver Negligent as a Matter of Law? (Felix 
B. Laughlin), 34 Tenn. L. Rev. 251. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. In General. 
2. Defective Brakes. 
3. Question for Jury. 


1. In General. 

Violation of this statute constitutes negli- 
gence per se. Coop v. Williamson, 173 F.2d 318, 
1949 U.S. App. LEXIS 2845 (6th Cir. Tenn. 
1949). 


2. Defective Brakes. 

A public roadway leading from a county 
gravel road to a county schoolhouse and trav- 
eled by the public was clearly within the stat- 
utes relating to the regulation of the operation 
of motor vehicles, and statutes relating to reck- 
less driving and requiring adequate equipment 
including adequate brakes were applicable to 
the operation of an automobile on such road- 
way. Hammonds v. Mansfield, 41 Tenn. App. 
515, 296 S.W.2d 652, 1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 67 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1955). 

In personal injury action by persons struck 
by automobile on steps of rural schoolhouse, 
charge to jury by trial judge to the effect that if 
at the time of the accident the defendant’s car 
was without adequate or properly adjusted 
brakes defendant was guilty of negligence was 
correct without additional charge that defen- 
dant must have known or anticipated the fail- 
ure of his brakes since under the decisions of 
this state violation of the statute is negligence 


per se and the burden passed to defendant to 
convince jury that violation of the statute, if 
unintentional, was consistent with due care on 
his part. Hammonds v. Mansfield, 41 Tenn. 
App. 515, 296 S.W.2d 652, 1955 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 67 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1955). 

Since this section requires brakes to be in 
good repair and counts in plaintiffs declaration 
alleged that brakes were in poor repair and 
there was circumstantial evidence on the issue 
it was error for trial court to strike counts 
charging poor brakes. Getz v. Weiss, 25 Tenn. 
App. 520, 160 S.W.2d 438, 1941 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 138 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1941). 

The owner of a truck was liable for injuries 
sustained where he permitted his son to have 
general use of the truck and the son took the 
truck to school and there loaned it to another 
student who because of defective brakes struck 
and injured third persons. Coop v. Williamson, 
173 F.2d 318, 1949 U.S. App. LEXIS 2845 (6th 
Cir. Tenn. 1949). 


3. Question for Jury. 

Under the proof in a personal injury action by 
pedestrian against motorist alleging common 
law negligence and violation of traffic statutes 
and ordinances, issues of negligence, contribu- 
tory negligence and proximate cause presented 
questions of fact to be determined by jury under 
a charge of applicable law by the court. Womble 
v. Walker, 216 Tenn. 27, 390 S.W.2d 208, 1965 
Tenn. LEXIS 556 (1965). 
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55-9-206. Trucks to be equipped with rearview mirror. 


Any motor truck using the streets, roads, highways, and other public 
thoroughfares, which, by reason of its construction, either when loaded or 
unloaded, prevents the driver’s view of the rear, shall be equipped with a 
mirror arranged in a manner and maintained so that the driver or operator 
may view the roadway to the rear and note the approach of vehicles from the 
rear of the motor truck. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts” 192383) "eh “63aP °S" Te" Shan? Supp., Penalty for violations, § 55-9-207. 
§ 1616a10; Code 1932, § 2709; T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), § 59-921. 


55-9-207. Penalty for operating truck without rearview mirror. 


Any person driving a motor truck without a rearview mirror, and the owner 
of the motor truck, operated upon any public thoroughfare, in violation of 
§ 55-9-206, commits a Class C misdemeanor. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


History. 

Acts) )1923)./. ch. 580) 820 Shaniy doupp., 
§ 1616a11; Code 1932, § 2710; T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), § 59-922; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


55-9-208 — 55-9-211. [Reserved.] 


55-9-212. Mudguards on trucks — Penalty. 


(a) No person shall operate upon a public highway or street any motor 
vehicle, including a separate truck tractor (normally used in a tractor-trailer 
combination), or combination of vehicles having a carrying capacity in excess 
of three thousand pounds (3,000 lbs.), if the motor vehicle or combination of 
vehicles is not equipped with rear fenders, mudflaps or mudguards of such size 
as to substantially prevent the projection of rocks, dirt, water or other 
substances to the rear. The fenders, flaps or guards shall be of a type approved 
by the commissioner of safety. 

(b) This section shall have no application to farm vehicles, or vehicles used 
by farmers to haul produce from farm to market, nor shall it apply to vehicles 
used exclusively for hauling logs. 

(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 227, §§ 1-3; 1973, ch. 326, § 7; 
T.C.A., § 59-928; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
i 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Thrown Objects. 

Where automobile was struck by stone 
thrown from rear wheels of truck not equipped 
with mud flaps, violation of this section consti- 
tuted negligence per se and in absence of con- 
tradictory evidence or evidence to show proxi- 
mate contributory negligence by driver of 


automobile he would be entitled to recover from 
owner and/or operator of truck. Barfield v. In- 
surance Co. of North America, 59 Tenn. App. 
631, 443 S.W.2d 482, 1968 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
370 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 

Where automobile was struck by stone 
thrown from rear wheels of truck not equipped 
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with mud flaps such occurrence could consti- conditions of policy were satisfied. Barfield v. 
tute “physical contact” between vehicles within Insurance Co. of North America, 59 Tenn. App. 


meaning of hit and run definition in uninsured 631, 443 S.W.2d 482, 1968 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
motorist provision of automobile owner’s insur- 370 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 
ance policy so as to permit recovery if other 


55-9-213. Brake fluid — Minimum standards — Penalty. 


(a) No person shall have for sale, sell or offer for sale for use in motor vehicle 
brake systems in this state any hydraulic brake fluid unless of a type or brand 
approved by the commissioner of safety. No hydraulic brake fluid shall be 
approved that does not meet the minimum standard of the Society of 
Automotive Engineers for heavy duty grade hydraulic fluid. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 251, §§ 1, 2; T.C.A., § 59-929; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 111. 


55-9-214. [Reserved.] 


55-9-215. Operation of motor vehicle without adequate energy absorp- 
tion system prohibited — Alteration of altitude from 
ground level of passenger car prohibited — Modification 
of front end by lift blocks prohibited — Modification of 
steering mechanism prohibited — Exceptions — Enforce- 
ment — Penalties. 


(a) No person shall operate a motor vehicle on any road, street or highway 
unless the vehicle is equipped with a bumper or other energy absorption 
system with an analogous function. 

(b)(1) No person shall operate a passenger vehicle, except a four-wheel drive 
recreational vehicle, of a type required to be registered under the laws of this 
state upon a public highway or street modified by reason of alteration of its 
altitude from the ground if its bumpers, measured to any point on a 
load-bearing member on the horizontal bumper bar, are more than twenty- 
two inches (22”) above the ground, except that no vehicle shall be modified to 
cause the vehicle body or chassis to come in contact with the ground or 
expose the fuel tank to damage from collision or cause the wheels to come in 
contact with the body under normal operation, and that no part of the 
original suspension system be disconnected to defeat the safe operation of 
the suspension system; provided, that nothing contained in this section shall 
prevent the installation of heavy duty equipment to include shock absorbers 
and overload springs; and provided further, that nothing contained in this 
section shall prevent a person from operating a motor vehicle on a public 
highway with normal wear of the suspension system if normal wear does not 
affect the control of the vehicle. 

(2) No person shall operate a four-wheel drive recreational vehicle of a 
type required to be registered under the laws of this state upon a public 
highway or street modified by reason of alteration of its altitude from the 
ground if its bumpers, measured to any point on a load-bearing member on 
the horizontal bumper bar, are not within the range of fourteen to thirty-one 
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inches (14”-31”") above the ground, except that no vehicle shall be modified to 
cause the vehicle body or chassis to come in contact with the ground or 
expose the fuel tank to damage from collision or cause the wheels to come in 
contact with the body under normal operation, and that no part of the 
original suspension system be disconnected to defeat the safe operation of 
the suspension system; provided, that nothing contained in this section shall 
prevent the installation of heavy duty equipment to include shock absorbers 
and overload springs; and provided further, that nothing contained in this 
section shall prevent a person from operating a motor vehicle on a public 
highway with normal wear of the suspension system if normal wear does not 
affect the control of the vehicle. In the case of a four-wheel drive vehicle 
where the thirty-one-inch limitation is exceeded, the vehicle will comply 
with this section if the vehicle is equipped with a drop bumper. The drop 
bumper must be bolted and welded to the frame of the vehicle and be made 
of a strength equal to a stock bumper. 

(3) No person shall modify or cause to be modified by the use of lift blocks 
the front end suspension of a motor vehicle. 

(4)(A) Maximum frame heights for motor vehicles shall be as follows: 


(i) Passenger cars 22 inches 
(ii) Trucks and recreational vehicles: 
(a) 4,500 lbs. and under 24 inches 
(b) 4,501-7,500 Ibs. 26 inches 
(c) 7,501-10,000 lbs. 28 inches 


(B) Frame height measurements shall be taken from the bottom of the 
frame by measuring the vertical distance between the ground and the 
lowest point of the frame directly below the point in line with the center of — 
the steering wheel. 

(5) No person shall operate a motor vehicle having a distance greater than 
four inches (4”) between the body floor and the top of the frame. 

(6) No person shall modify or cause to be modified the original manufac- 
turer installed steering mechanism, including welding, nor the front spindle 
where the brake pads mount, on a passenger vehicle or a truck or recre- 
ational vehicle with a weight up to ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.). 

(c) This section does not apply to freight motor vehicles and/or other vehicles 
that have designs which would intrinsically preclude conformity with this 
provision. This section also shall not apply to any vehicle that has an unaltered 
and undamaged stock bumper or energy absorption system as supplied by the 
manufacturer of the vehicle. 

(d) Any law enforcement officer charged with the enforcement of traffic laws 
and regulations may stop and inspect motor vehicles that appear to be 
operated in violation of this section. If, upon inspection, the vehicle is found to 
be in violation of this section, the operator shall be issued a citation stating the 
particulars of the violation and, in general, the repairs necessary to bring the 
vehicle into compliance with this section. The citation shall also state a time 
and place for appearance in a court of competent traffic jurisdiction, not less 
than fourteen (14) days from the date of the issuance of the citation. 

(e) If the vehicle is found not to be in compliance with this section, the 
operator shall be fined not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250). Upon 
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conviction of a second or subsequent offense involving the same vehicle for 
substantially the same defect, the registration of the vehicle and the driver 
licenses of the operator and the owner of the vehicle, if those persons are 
different, shall be suspended for one (1) year. The vehicle may, however, be 
operated for the purpose of traveling to and from an establishment or location 
where repairs are to be performed. 

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to establish standards higher 
than those formulated by the United States department of transportation for 
bumpers on passenger motor vehicles sold within the United States. 


History. Law Reviews. 

Acts 1976, ch. 671, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-940; Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Acts 1983, ch. 268, § 1; 1990, ch. 714, § 1; Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
1990, ch. 978, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 1, § 1. L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


55-9-216. Steering wheels — Penalty for violation. 


(a) It is unlawful for anyone to install or maintain a steering wheel of less 
than twelve inches (12”) in diameter in any motor vehicle operated upon any 
highway, street or public road of this state; provided, however, that this 
subsection (a) does not apply to any motor vehicle specially equipped for 
persons with disabilities or originally equipped with such a steering wheel by 
the original manufacturer of same. 

(b) Any person who violates this section shall be fined not less than 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than fifty dollars ($50.00) for each 
violation. 


History. the rights or responsibilities of individuals cov- 

Acts 1979, ch. 213, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-941; ered by the provision on the day before the date 

Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 58. of enactment of this legislation, which was July 
dy kd. 

Compiler’s Notes. Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 108 provided that the 


Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 107 provided that noth- provisions of the act are declared to be remedial 
ing in the legislation shall be construed to alter in nature and all provisions of the act shall be 
or otherwise affect the eligibility for services or liberally construed to effectuate its purposes. 


55-9-217. New tires required on new trailers — Waiver — Violations. 


(a) After December 31, 2004, any new trailer manufactured in this state and 
intended for sale to the general public within this state with a gross vehicle 
weight rating (GVWR) of three thousand pounds (3,000 lbs.) or less shall be 
equipped with new tires appropriate for the weight rating of the vehicle. 

(b)(1) After December 31, 2004, no new trailer with a GVWR of three 

thousand pounds (3,000 lbs.) or less shall be sold to the general public in this 

state unless equipped with new tires appropriate for the weight rating of the 
vehicle. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (b)(1), a buyer of a new trailer with a 
GVWR of three thousand pounds (3,000 Ibs.) or less may waive the 
requirements of subdivision (b)(1) and accept the trailer with used tires from 
a willing seller. To effectuate the waiver, a buyer shall sign a written waiver 
acknowledging that the trailer is not equipped with new tires and the 
buyer’s willingness to accept the trailer without new tires, and relieving the 
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seller from any liability for any malfunction of the tires with which the 

trailer is equipped at the time of the sale. 

(c) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the sale of a trailer with a GVWR 
of three thousand pounds (3,000 lbs.) or less that is not equipped with any 
tires. 

(d) A violation of this section shall be deemed an offense under the 
Tennessee Consumer Protection Act of 1977, compiled in title 47, chapter 18. A 
civil penalty of not more than one hundred fifty dollars ($150) may be imposed 
for a violation of this section. 


History. 
Acts 2004, ch. 844, §§ 1, 2. 


55-9-218. Carbon monoxide detectors. 


(a) Arecreational vehicle that is leased or rented must have in such vehicle 
a carbon monoxide detector in proper working order. All leases or rental 
agreements for a recreational vehicle shall contain language that the carbon 
monoxide detector in such recreational vehicle was tested, is in proper working 
order, and that a demonstration of the use of such equipment was performed 
for the lessee of the recreational vehicle. All leases or rental agreements for 
recreational vehicles shall contain the following statement, an acknowledge- 
ment of which shall be initialed or signed by the lessor and lessee of such 
vehicle: 

I CERTIFY THAT AT THE TIME OF THE RENTAL/LEASE OF THIS 
VEHICLE THAT IT IS EQUIPPED WITH A WORKING CARBON 
MONOXIDE DETECTOR. 

(b) An action for civil damages in a court of competent jurisdiction may be 
brought against any lessor found violating this section, and damages sustained 
as a consequence of the lessor’s violations may be recovered, together with all 
costs and attorneys’ fees. 


History. five Bikers Who Care members who died tragi- 
Acts 2012, ch. 568, § 2. cally on September 18, 2011. 
For the Preamble of the act regarding carbon 
monoxide detectors in recreational vehicles, 
please refer to Acts 2012, ch. 568. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2012, ch. 568, § 1 provided that the act, 
which enacted this section, shall be known and 
may be cited as “The BWC 5 Act” in honor of the 


PART 3 
REQUIRED EQUIPMENT ON MOTORCYCLES AND 
MOTOR DRIVEN CYCLES 
55-9-301. [Reserved.]| 


55-9-302. Crash helmet required for driver and passenger — Excep- 
tions. 


(a) The driver of a motorcycle, motorized bicycle, as defined in chapter 8 of 
this title, or motor-driven cycle, and any passenger on any of these, shall be 
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required to wear either a crash helmet meeting federal standards contained in 
49 CFR 571.218, or, if the driver or passenger is twenty-one (21) years of age 
or older, a helmet meeting the following requirements: 


(1) Except as provided in subdivisions (a)(2)-(4), the helmet shall meet 
federal motor vehicle safety standards specified in 49 CFR 571.218; 

(2) Notwithstanding any provision in 49 CFR 571.218 relative to helmet 
penetration standards, ventilation airways may penetrate through the 
entire shell of the helmet; provided, that no ventilation airway shall exceed 
one and one-half inches (1/") in diameter; 

(3) Notwithstanding any provision in 49 CFR 571.218, the protective 
surface shall not be required to be a continuous contour; and 

(4) Notwithstanding any provision in 49 CFR 571.218 to the contrary, a 
label on the helmet shall be affixed signifying that the helmet complies with 
the requirements of the American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM), the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), the Southern Impact Re- 


search Center (SIRC), or the Snell Foundation. 
(b) This section does not apply to persons riding: 


(1) Within an enclosed cab; 


(2) Autocycles, as defined in § 55-1-103, that are fully enclosed; 


(3) Golf carts; 


(4) In a parade, at a speed not to exceed thirty (30) miles per hour, if the 
person is eighteen (18) years of age or older; or 
(5) In a funeral procession, memorial ride under a police escort, or body 


escort detail; provided, that: 


(A) The driver travels at a speed not to exceed thirty (30) miles per 


hour; 


(B) The driver or passenger is twenty-one (21) years of age or older; and 
(C) The funeral procession, memorial ride, or body escort detail does not 
exceed a distance of fifty (50) miles. 


History. 

Acts 1967, ch. 45, § 2 (T.C.A. (supp.), § 50- 
944); Acts 1976, ch. 758, § 2; 1979, ch. 247, 
§ 10; T.C.A., § 59-934; Acts 2000, ch. 606, § 3; 
2005, ch. 430, § 1; 2005, ch. 459, § 1; 2006, ch. 
Boo. s 1. 2Ulo. wu. 492,.9. 1. 2016." ch: LOTS, 
§ 18. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 2. 


Law Reviews. 

Constitutional Law — Requirement That a 
Motorcyclist Wear A Crash Helmet, 36 Tenn. L. 
Rev. 405. 


Attorney General Opinions. 
Senate Bill 925/House Bill 700, 109th Gen. 


Assem. (2015-16), does not violate equal protec- 
tion guarantees because the State’s interests in 
preserving the fiscal integrity of its publicly 
funded health care programs and preventing 
broader societal costs provide a reasonable ba- 
sis for the legislative distinction between adult 
motorcyclists with medical or health insurance 
other than insurance provided through Tenn- 
Care and adult motorcyclists who are unin- 
sured or who are insured through TennCare. 
OAG 15-70, 2015 Tenn. AG LEXIS 71 (10/12/ 
2015). 

HJR 493, 109th Gen. Assem. 2016, does not 
affect the equal protection provisions of the 
Tennessee Constitution. OAG 16-11, 2016 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 11 (3/29/2016). 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Constitutionality. 
2. Contributory Negligence. 


1. Constitutionality. 

This section is not an invalid exercise of the 
state police power, since the police power may 
be exercised by the enactment of prohibitory or 
restrictive measures directed to the end of 
fostering the public welfare by securing the 
safety of an individual as a class member. 
Arutanoff v. Metropolitan Government of Nash- 
ville, 223 Tenn. 535, 448 S.W.2d 408, 1969 
Tenn. LEXIS 490 (1969). 

This section does not unconstitutionally in- 
vade the right of privacy because the regulated 
right is not one exercised in private where it 
cannot affect the public. Arutanoff v. Metropoli- 
tan Government of Nashville, 223 Tenn. 535, 
448 $.W.2d 408, 1969 Tenn. LEXIS 490 (1969). 

This section is not void as an unreasonable 
classification in violation of the equal protec- 
tion clause of the United States Constitution or 
Tenn. Const., art. XI, § 8. Arutanoff v. Metro- 
politan Government of Nashville, 223 Tenn. 
535, 448 S.W.2d 408, 1969 Tenn. LEXIS 490 
(1969). 

This section does not violate the due process 
clause of the U.S. Const., amend. 14 or the Law 
of the Land Section of the Tenn. Const., art. I, 
§ 8, by failing to set legislative standards for 
the design of the helmet to be worn, since the 
legislative designation of the helmet as a “crash 


55-9-303. Seat for passenger. 


helmet” is adequate notice of the legislative 
intention that the helmet must be headgear 
designed to increase materially the safety fac- 
tor in case of a crash. Arutanoff v. Metropolitan 
Government of Nashville, 223 Tenn. 535, 448 
S.W.2d 408, 1969 Tenn. LEXIS 490 (1969). 

T.C.A. § 55-9-302 does not fall within the 
rubric of privacy law. Furthermore, protecting 
the safety of its citizens is within the state’s 
police power, and the regulation at issue is 
rationally related to that state interest. State v. 
Vaughn, 29 S.W.3d 33, 1998 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 1106 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1998). 

Even assuming that refusing to wear a hel- 
met as a symbol of respect constituted “free 
speech,” the subject regulation is within the 
state’s power to protect the safety of its citizens; 
furthermore, T.C.A. § 55-9-302 serves the im- 
portant governmental interest of protecting the 
safety of motorcyclists as a class, as well as 
other motorists on the public roadways. State v. 
Vaughn, 29 S.W.3d 33, 1998 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 1106 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1998). 


2. Contributory Negligence. 

Although minor plaintiff in action for injuries 
was riding motorbike without wearing a crash 
helmet he could not be charged with contribu- 
tory negligence without a showing that the 
violation of the statute was a proximate cause 
of the injury. Brown v. Smith, 604 S.W.2d 56, 
1980 Tenn. App. LEXIS 373 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1980). 


No person shall ride as a passenger upon a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle 
unless a proper seat for a passenger is installed thereon. 


History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 45, § 3 (T.C.A. (supp.), § 50- 
945); T.C.A., § 59-935. 


Cross-References. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety, title 
55, ch. 51. 


55-9-304. Windshields — Safety goggles, face shields or glasses. 


Every motorcycle or motor-driven cycle operated upon any highway or public 
road of this state shall be equipped with a windshield, or, in the alternative, 
the operator and any passenger on that motorcycle or motor-driven cycle shall 
be required to wear safety goggles, face shields, or glasses containing impact 
resistant lenses. 


History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 45, § 4 (T.C.A. (supp.), § 50- 
946); T.C.A., § 59-936; Acts 1984, ch. 874, § 2. 


55-9-305. Rearview mirrors and footrests. 


All motorcycles and motor-driven cycles operated upon any highway or 
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public road of this state shall be equipped with a rearview mirror and securely 
attached footrests for the operators and passengers on all motorcycles and 
motor-driven cycles. 


History. 
Acts 1968, ch. 493, § 1; 1976, ch. 758, § 3; 
T.C.A., § 59-937; Acts 2005, ch. 136, § 1. 


55-9-306. Violation of this part — Penalty. 


A violation of this part is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1967, ch. 45, § 5 (T.C.A. (supp.), § 50- Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
947); T.C.A., § 59-938; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 111. 
$° 173: 


55-9-307. Parent or guardian knowingly permitting minor to violate 
this part — Penalty. 


Any parent or guardian who knowingly permits a minor to operate a 
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle in violation of this part commits a Class C 
misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1967, ch. 45, § 6 (T.C.A. (supp.), § 50- Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
948); T.C.A., § 59-939; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 111. 
Ss, lis, 


55-9-308. Part inapplicable to autocycles. 
This part shall not apply to autocycles. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 804, § 9. 


PART 4 
LIGHTING REGULATIONS 


55-9-401. Lights on vehicles other than motor vehicles — Visibility 
distance — Penalty. 


(a) Every vehicle other than a motor vehicle, when traveling upon a state 
highway, state aid road or other road, highway or street under the control of 
the state, the federal government or any political division thereof, dedicated, 
appropriated or open to public use or travel, shall be equipped with a light 
attached to and on the upper left side of the vehicle, capable of displaying a 
light visible five hundred feet (500’) to the front and five hundred feet (500’) to 
the rear of the vehicle under ordinary atmospheric conditions, and the light 
shall be displayed during the period from one-half (2) hour after sunset to 
one-half (42) hour before sunrise and at all other times when there is not 
sufficient light to render clearly discernible any person on the road or highway 
at a distance of two hundred feet (200’) ahead of the vehicle. 
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(b) Cotton wagons used exclusively to transport cotton shall not be required 
to display the light described in subsection (a), but shall display: 

(1) Ared tail lamp on the lower left corner of the rear of the wagon; and 
(2) A triangle-shaped slow-moving vehicle identification emblem meeting 

Standard $276.8 of the American Society of Agricultural Engineers. The 

emblem shall be placed on the lower left corner of the rear of the wagon. The 

user of a cotton wagon shall be responsible for the proper function of the 
symbol or light, except for any malfunction resulting from the act or 
omission of another person. 

(c) No person shall operate on a highway a horse-drawn vehicle that is used 
on the highway primarily as a means of transportation during the period of 
time from one-half (4) hour before sunset until one-half (12) hour after sunrise 
and at all other times when there is not sufficient light to render clearly 
discernible any person on the road or highway at a distance of two hundred feet 
(200’') ahead of the vehicle, unless the vehicle: 

(1)(A) Is equipped with two (2) reflective type lanterns, one (1) to be placed 
on the left side of the vehicle and one (1) to be placed on the right side of 
the vehicle with the lantern on the right side to be placed at least twelve 
inches (12”) higher than the lantern on the left, and also has a minimum 
of one hundred square inches (100 sq. in.) of reflector tape placed on the 
rear of the vehicle, thirty-six inches (36”) of reflector tape placed on each 
side of the vehicle, and twenty-four inches (24”) of reflector tape placed at 
the highest point of the left front of the vehicle; and 

(B) Is equipped with one (1) red, battery-operated light-emitting diode 
(LED) flashing light located at the top left-hand corner on the rear of the 
vehicle. The light must be at least three inches (3”) by three inches (3”); or 
(2)(A) Has a minimum of one hundred square inches (100 sq. in.) of 
reflector tape placed on the rear of the vehicle, thirty-six inches (36”) of 
reflector tape placed on each side of the vehicle, and twenty-four inches 
(24") of reflector tape placed at the highest point of the left front of the 
vehicle; 

(B) Has six inches (6”) of reflector piping tape placed on two (2) locations 
on the rear, left wheel of the vehicle; and 

(C) Is equipped with two (2) reflective type lanterns, one (1) to be placed 
on the left side of the vehicle and one (1) to be placed on the right side of 
the vehicle with the lantern on the right side to be placed at least twelve 
inches (12”) higher than the lantern on the left. Each lantern must be 
equipped with a red reflective type lens that is at least three inches (3”) by 
three inches (3”). 

(d) During the period of time from one-half (4%) hour before sunset until 
one-half (4%) hour after sunrise, any implement of husbandry as defined in 
§ 55-1-108 having a width of more than ninety-six inches (96”), which is towed 
behind a farm tractor or other motor vehicle, and the lighting of the farm 
tractor or other motor vehicle is concealed by the implement of husbandry, 
shall be equipped with two (2) red or amber flashing lamps, one on each side, 
attached at the rear, or accompanied by a rear escort utilizing its emergency 
flashers. 

(e) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable only by 
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a fine not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00); except, the fine imposed for a violation 
of subsection (c) is ten dollars ($10.00). 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts (Yai. Cio. oto; 1954, Ch. Zao, 2D: Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
1941, ch. 121, § 1; C. Supp. 1950, § 2700.16 = 111. 
(Williams, § 2695); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-904; 
Acts 1989, ch. 330, § 3; 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 
1990, ch. 1006, § 1; 1993, ch. 489, § 1; 2008, ch. 
2908 T2079, che 477783! 162) 


55-9-402. Lights required on motor vehicles — Exceptions — Regula- 
tions as to color, type and visibility distance. 


(a)(1) Every motor vehicle other than a motorcycle, road roller, road ma- 
chinery or farm tractor shall be equipped with at least two (2) and not more 
than four (4) headlights, with at least one (1) on each side of the front of the 
motor vehicle. No nonemergency vehicle shall operate or install emergency 
flashing light systems, such as strobe, wig-wag, or other flashing lights 
within the headlight assembly or grill area of the vehicle; provided, however, 
that a school bus may operate a flashing, wig-wag lighting system within the 
headlight assembly of the vehicle when the vehicle’s visual stop signs are 
actuated for receiving or discharging school children. 

(2) Auxiliary road lighting lamps may be used, but not more than two (2) 
of the lamps shall be lighted at any one (1) time in addition to the two (2) 
required headlights. 

(3) No spotlight or auxiliary lamp shall be so aimed upon approaching 

another vehicle that any part of the high intensity portion of the beam 
therefrom is directed beyond the left side of the motor vehicle upon which the 
spotlight or auxiliary lamp is mounted, nor more than one hundred feet 
(100’) ahead of the motor vehicle. 
(b)(1) Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with two (2) red tail lamps and 
two (2) red stoplights on the rear of the vehicle, and one (1) tail lamp and one 
(1) stoplight shall be on each side, except that passenger cars manufactured 
or assembled prior to January 1, 1939, trucks manufactured or assembled 
prior to January 1, 1968, and motorcycles and motor-driven cycles shall have 
at least one (1) red tail lamp and one (1) red stoplight. No nonemergency 
vehicle shall operate or install emergency flashing light systems such as 
strobe, wig-wag, or other flashing lights in tail light lamp, stoplight area, or 
factory installed emergency flasher and backup light area; provided, how- 
ever, that the foregoing prohibition shall not apply to the utilization of a 
continuously flashing light system. For the purposes of this part, “continu- 
ously flashing light system” means a brake light system in which the brake 
lamp pulses rapidly for no more than five (5) seconds when the brake is 
applied, and then converts to a continuous light as a normal brake lamp 
until the time that the brake is released. 

(2) The stoplight shall be so arranged as to be Lbfantied by the application 
of the service or foot brake and shall be capable of being seen and 
distinguished from a distance of one hundred feet (100') to the rear of a 
motor vehicle in normal daylight, but shall not project a glaring or dazzling 
light. 
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(3) The stoplight may be incorporated with the tail lamp. 
(4) Motor vehicle tail light lamps may operate as following: 

(A) Awhite backup light operates when the motor vehicle is in reverse; 

(B) When the driver is in a panic stop condition going forward, the 
backup lamp pulses or flashes red; and 

(C) Upon normal stops of the motor vehicle, there is no action by the 
backup light. 

(c) Each lamp and stoplight required in this section shall be in good 
condition and operational. 

(d)(1) No vehicle operated in this state shall be equipped with any flashing 

lights in any color or combination of colors that display to the front of the 

vehicle, other than factory installed emergency flashers, except as provided 

in this section and for the following vehicles: 

(A) Motorcycle escorts of properly identified funeral processions autho- 
rized by § 55-8-183 to display green strobe flashing lights; 

(B) Vehicles owned by or leased to licensed public or private security 
services but not personally owned vehicles of security guards may display 
flashing lights in any color other than red, white, or blue, or in any 
combination of colors other than red, white, or blue; provided, that the 
flashing lights authorized by this subdivision (d)(1)(B) for security services 
vehicles shall not be operated or illuminated while the vehicle is on a 
public road, in motion or stationary, and shall only be illuminated when 
patrolling a shopping center or mall parking lot or other private premises 
or if stopped in a hazardous location for the purposes of warning; 

(C) A highway maintenance or utility vehicle or recovery vehicle may 
display flashing white or amber lights or any combination of flashing 
white and amber lights pursuant to subsection (e); 

(D) A motor vehicle operated for purposes of an emergency equipment 
company pursuant to subsection (g) may display flashing red, white, blue, 
or amber lights or any combination of flashing red, white, blue, and amber 
lights; provided, that emergency equipment company vehicles shall not 
display or illuminate the lights authorized by this section while the vehicle 
is on a public road, whether in motion or stationary; 

(EK) A passenger motor vehicle operated by an organ procurement 
organization or a person under an agreement with an organ procurement 
organization may display flashing white or amber lights or flashing white 
and amber lights in combination when transporting an organ for human 
transplantation; | 

(F) A school bus, a passenger motor vehicle operated by a rural mail 
carrier of the United States postal service while performing the duties of 
a rural mail carrier, or an emergency vehicle used in firefighting, including 
ambulances, emergency vehicles used in firefighting that are owned or 
operated by the division of forestry, firefighting vehicles, rescue vehicles, 
privately owned vehicles of regular or volunteer firefighters certified in 
§ 55-9-201(c), or other emergency vehicles used in firefighting owned, 
operated, or subsidized by the governing body of any county or municipal- 
ity, may display flashing red or white lights or flashing red and white 
lights in combination; and 
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(G) Authorized law enforcement vehicles and other vehicles authorized 
by § 55-9-414 to display flashing red, white, and blue lights in 
combination. 

(2) Any emergency rescue vehicle owned, titled and operated by a state 
chartered rescue squad, a member of the Tennessee Association of Rescue 
Squads, privately owned vehicles of regular or volunteer firefighters certified 
in § 55-9-201(c), and marked with lettering at least three inches (3”) in size 
and displayed on the left and right sides of the vehicle designating it an 
“Emergency Rescue Vehicle,” any authorized civil defense emergency vehicle 
displaying the appropriate civil defense agency markings of at least three 
inches (3"), any ambulance or vehicle equipped to provide emergency medical 
services properly licensed as required in the state and displaying the proper 
markings, and any motor vehicle operated for purposes of an emergency 
equipment company pursuant to subsection (g); provided, that lights autho- 
rized by this subdivision (d)(2) for such emergency equipment company 
vehicle shall not be operated or illuminated while the vehicle is on a public 
road, whether in motion or stationary, shall also be authorized to be lighted 
in one (1) or more of the following manners: 

(A) Ared or red/white visibar type with public address system; 

(B) Ared or red/white oscillating type light; and 

(C) Blinking red or red/white lights, front and rear. 

(3) No vehicle operated in this state shall be equipped with any steady- 
burning lights that display to the front of the vehicle in any color other than 
white or amber or in any combination of colors other than white and amber, 
except for the following vehicles: 

(A) A vehicle equipped with headlamps, daytime running lamps, or 
other similar devices in any color or combination of colors between white 
and amber authorized by the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 
108, as adopted by the national highway traffic safety administration and 
compiled in 49 CFR 571.108; 

(B) A motor vehicle operated for purposes of an emergency equipment 
company may display steady-burning red, white, blue, or amber lights, or 
any combination of steady-burning red, white, blue, and amber lights 
pursuant to subsection (g); provided, that emergency equipment company 
vehicles shall not display or illuminate the lights authorized by this 
section while the vehicle is on a public road, whether in motion or 
stationary; 

(C) A school bus, a passenger motor vehicle operated by a rural mail 
carrier of the United States postal service while performing the duties of 
arural mail carrier, or an emergency vehicle used in firefighting, including 
ambulances, emergency vehicles used in firefighting that are owned or 
operated by the division of forestry, firefighting vehicles, rescue vehicles, 
privately owned vehicles of regular or volunteer firefighters certified in 
§ 55-9-201(c), or other emergency vehicles used in firefighting owned, 
operated, or subsidized by the governing body of any county or municipal- 
ity, may display steady-burning red lights; 

(D) Authorized law enforcement vehicles and other vehicles listed in 
§ 55-9-414 may display steady-burning red, white, and blue lights in 
combination; and 
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(EK) A personal vehicle operated by a transportation network company 
driver may display one (1) or more removable, illuminated, interior trade 
dress devices in any color other than red or blue, or in any combination of 
colors other than red or blue, that is issued by a transportation network 
company and that assists passengers in identifying and communicating 
with transportation network company drivers. The illuminated display on 
such a device shall not exceed five (5) candlepower. 

(e)(1)(A) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, nothing in this section 
shall prohibit a highway maintenance or utility vehicle, or any other type 
vehicle or equipment participating, in any fashion, with highway or utility 
construction, maintenance, or inspection, from operating a white, amber, 
or white and amber light system on any location on the vehicle or 
equipment while the vehicle or equipment is parked upon, entering or 
leaving any highway or utility construction, maintenance, repair or 
inspection site. 

(B) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, a recovery vehicle de- 
signed for towing a disabled vehicle, as defined in § 55-8-132, while in the 
performance of duties involved with towing an abandoned, immobile, 
disabled or unattended motor vehicle is authorized to display an amber 
light that is a strobe, flashing, oscillating or revolving system or any 
combination of white and amber lights. Such authorized light or lights 
may be displayed on any location on the vehicle or equipment, other than 
within the headlight assembly or grill area of the vehicle, in the tail light 
lamp or stoplight area, or factory installed emergency flasher and backup 
light area. 

(C) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, an implement of hus- 
bandry, as defined in § 55-1-108, and a vehicle used to escort an imple- 
ment of husbandry is authorized to display a white, amber, or white and 
amber light system on any location on the implement of husbandry or 
escort vehicle while the implement or vehicle is on a public road, whether 
in motion or stationary. 

(2) As used in this subsection (e), “utility” means any person, municipal- 
ity, county, metropolitan government, cooperative, board, commission, dis- 
trict, or any entity created or authorized by public act, private act, or general 
law to provide electricity, natural gas, water, waste water services, telephone 
service, or any combination thereof, for sale to consumers in any particular 
service area. 

(3) As used in subdivision (e)(2), “cooperative” means any cooperative 
providing utility services including, but not limited to, electric or telephone 
services, or both. 

(4) Nothing in this subsection (e) imposes any duty or obligation to install 
or utilize the lighting systems allowed in this section. 

(f) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, nothing in this section shall 
prohibit a motor vehicle used for the driver education and training course for 
Class D vehicles as provided by § 55-50-322(f) from operating an amber 
light-emitting diode (LED) light system on the front and rear of such vehicle 
other than in the taillight lamp, stoplight area, or factory-installed emergency 
flasher and backup light area. The amber light-emitting diode light system 
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shall not be placed in the driver’s line of sight. Nothing in this subsection (f) 
imposes any duty or obligation to install or utilize the lighting system allowed 


in this subsection (f). 


(g)(1) The prohibitions in subdivisions (a)(1) and (b)(1), and subsection (d) 
do not apply to any privately-owned motor vehicle that is primarily operated 
for business purposes by any salesperson, service representative, employee, 
lessee, or duly authorized agent of an emergency equipment company; 
provided, that the vehicle is marked with the lettering required by subdivi- 
sion (g)(3). 

(2) Any person operating a motor vehicle pursuant to this subsection (g¢) 
shall carry a copy of the company’s business license or the person’s or owner 
of the company’s professional or occupational license, certification or regis- 
tration issued by this state and appropriate identification issued by the 
owner of the company. 

(3) Lettering shall be displayed on the left and right sides of the vehicle 
identifying the name of the company for which the vehicle is operated and on 
the front and rear of the vehicle designating it a “Demonstration Vehicle.” 
The lettering shall be painted or affixed on, or attached to, the vehicle in a 
permanent manner, and shall be at least three inches (8”) in size. 

(4) Nothing in this subsection (g) imposes any duty or obligation on a 
manufacturer of motor vehicles used by or sold to emergency equipment 
companies to install, maintain or exhibit the lighting system allowed in this 
subsection (g) at the time of manufacture or sale. 

(5) Nothing in this subsection (g) shall be construed to permit the operator 
of an emergency equipment company vehicle from operating any lighting 
equipment authorized by this subsection (g) while the vehicle is on a public 
road, whether in motion or stationary. 

(6) As used in this section, “emergency equipment company” or “company” 
means any entity licensed as required by this state to sell or repair lighting 
equipment designed for use on motor vehicles that are operated for autho- 
rized law enforcement, emergency response, or other public safety activities. 


(h) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 

Acts. 1931, ch. 82, §, 15;) 1937, ch. 245, §95; 
1941, ch. 121, § 1; C. Supp. 1950, § 2700.16 
(Williams, § 2695); Acts 1957, ch. 51, § 1; 1969, 
740.5 T1970, ch, 598, §. 1: 1975 1th.’ 342. 
§ 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-905; Acts 1981, ch. 
111, §§ 1, 2; 1982, ch. 850, § 3; 1989, ch. 173, 
Senso: 1989. ch, 591, § 113:,1991. ch. 221, § .1: 
1997, ch. 299, §§ 1-5; 2003, ch. 67, § 1; 2004, 
ch. 474, § 1; 2005, ch. 154, §§ 1-4; 2006, ch. 
584, §§ 1, 2; 2008, ch. 967, § 2; 2010, ch. 938, 
Perel. chy.137, 8971, 2.2012.) ch. i3a, 
§§ 1-3; 2014, ch. 710, §§ 2-5; 2017, ch. 378, 
8§ 1-3; 2018, ch. 645, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Attorney General Opinions. 
The use of blue lights are prohibited any- 


where on a vehicle, and the prohibition extends 
to any light that is identifiably blue in color, 
whether or not characterized as merely 
“tinted,” OAG 04-170, 2004 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
182 (12/15/04). 

Blue flashing emergency lights may only be 
used by law enforcement officers in accordance 
with T.C.A. § 55-9-414, OAG 04-170, 2004 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 182 (12/15/04). 

If, as is usually the case, the headlights are 
white, then most vehicles are prohibited from 
displaying a blue light anywhere, or a red light 
on the front, and the prohibition extends to any 
light that is identifiably red or blue in color, 
whether or not characterized as merely 
“tinted,” OAG 04-170, 2004 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
182 (12/15/04), 

Authority of full-time law enforcement offi- 
cers and reserve officers, both on or off duty, 
and funeral escort services as to use of flashing 


55-9-403 


blue lights and sirens. OAG 13-52, 2013 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 52 (7/2/13). 

A privately owned and operated vehicle with 
emergency plates operated by an amateur radio 
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operator may not have amber and white lights 
flashing all around the vehicle because it is not 
an emergency vehicle. OAG 19-09, 2019 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 11 (7/3/2019). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Guest’s Contributory Negligence. 
. Proximate Cause. 

. Negligence As a Matter of Law. 

. Constitutionality of Stop. 


m= PWN re 


. Guest’s Contributory Negligence. 
Guest was barred on the ground of contribu- 
tory negligence from recovery of damages from 
driver where evidence showed that guest knew 
shortly after trip was started that one of the 
headlights on the car had burned out but con- 
sented to taking trip with only one headlight. 
Talbot v. Taylor, 184 Tenn. 428, 201 S.W.2d 1, 
1935 Tenn. LEXIS 5 (1935), rehearing denied, 
184 Tenn. 428, 201 S.W.2d 1, 1935 Tenn. LEXIS 
6 (1935), overruled in part, McIntyre v. Balen- 
tine, 833 S.W.2d 52, 1992 Tenn. LEXIS 336 
(Tenn. 1992). 


2. Proximate Cause. 

Evidence justified conclusion that conduct of 
driver of defendant’s truck in stopping in street 
without any warning of any kind was the proxi- 
mate cause of accident where the truck was not 
equipped with a stoplight and the driver did not 
signal a warning. Arney v. Glenn, 34 Tenn. App. 
499, 240 S.W.2d 257, 1951 Tenn. App. LEXIS 97 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1951). 


3. Negligence As a Matter of Law. 
The court erred in failing to hold as a matter 
of law and peremptorily instruct the jury that 


plaintiff had violated this section by failing to 
have red brake and/or stop lights and turn 
signals on the rear of her vehicle, which viola- 
tion was negligence as a matter of law, and 
instead left this determination for the jury; 
however, this was not reversible error given 
additional instructions which cured the defect. 
Partin v. Henderson, 686 S.W.2d 587, 1984 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 3380 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1984). 


4. Constitutionality of Stop. 

Where the hole in defendant’s taillight was 
significant, police officers had probable cause to 
believe that the condition violated this section; 
accordingly, the decision to stop the vehicle did 
not violate defendant’s Fourth Amendment 
right to be free of unreasonable search and 
seizure. United States v. Johnson, 242 F.3d 707, 
2001 FED App. 67P, 2001 U.S. App. LEXIS 
3527 (6th Cir. Tenn. 2001), cert. denied, 534 
U.S. 863, 122 S. Ct. 145, 151 L. Ed. 2d 96, 2001 
U.S. LEXIS 6176 (2001). 

Trooper had reasonable suspicion to initiate a 
traffic stop after observing what the trooper 
believed to be a broken taillight on defendant’s 
automobile; the automobile was being operated 
with a broken taillight that had been repaired 
with taillight repair tape that was itself in 
disrepair, in violation of T.C.A. § 55-9- 
402(b)(1), (2), (c). State v. Brotherton, 323 
S.W.3d 866, 2010 Tenn. LEXIS 878 (Tenn. Sept. 
27, 2010). 


55-9-403. Headlamps on motorcycles — Penalty. 


(a) Every motorcycle shall be equipped with at least one (1) and not more 


than two (2) headlamps. 


(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 

Acts 1931, ch.'82, 8 15) T1937) ‘chy’ 245) °$ 5; 
1941, ch. 121, § 1; C. Supp. 1950, § 2700.16 
(Williams, § 2695); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-906; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
ih i he 


55-9-404. Lamp at end of train of vehicles — Penalty. 


(a) Every motor vehicle and every trailer or semitrailer that is being drawn 
at the end of a train of vehicles shall carry at the rear a lamp of a type that 
exhibits a yellow or red light plainly visible under normal atmospheric 
conditions from a distance of five hundred feet (500’) to the rear of the vehicle, 
and the light shall be so constructed and placed that the number plate carried 
on the rear of the vehicle shall under like conditions be so illuminated by a 
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white light as to be read from a distance of fifty feet (50’) to the rear of the 
vehicle. 

(b) This section shall not apply to a single motor vehicle as is required in 
§ 55-9-402, but shall only apply to the last motor vehicle being drawn at the 
end of a train or group of motor vehicles. 

(c) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1931 ch. 82,.8. lb.d937,. co.,.240,, 9.5. Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
1941, ch. 121, § 1; C. Supp. 1950, § 2700.16. 111. 
(Williams, § 2695); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-907; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118; 2004, ch. 488, § 1. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Applicability. occurring, and the evidence that was obtained 

According to the plain meaning of T:C.A. asa result of the stop should be suppressed. 
§ 55-9-404, it does not apply to single automo- United States v. McKissack, 76 F. Supp. 2d 836, 
biles; therefore, the officer did not have prob- 1999 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 18763 (M.D. Tenn. 
able cause to believe a traffic violation was 1999). 


55-9-405. Lighting devices and reflectors on vehicles having width in 
excess of 80 inches, truck tractors, and trailers — Lamp or 
flag on projecting load — Penalties. 


(a) Every motor vehicle other than any passenger car, any road roller, road 
machinery or farm tractor having a width of eighty inches (80”) or more shall 
be equipped with at least the following lighting devices and reflectors: 

(1) On the front, at least two (2) headlamps, an equal number at each side; 
two (2) turn signals, one (1) at each side; two (2) clearance lamps, one (1) at 
each side; three (3) identification lamps, mounted on the vertical centerline 
of the vehicle, or the vertical centerline of the cab where different from the 
centerline of the vehicle, except that where the cab is not more than 
forty-two inches (42”) wide at the front roofline, a single lamp at the center 
of the cab shall be deemed to comply with the requirements for identification 
lamps. No part of the identification lamps or their mountings may extend 
below the top of the vehicle windshield; 

(2) On the rear, two (2) tail lamps, one (1) at each side; two (2) stop lamps, 
one (1) at each side; two (2) turn signals, one (1) at each side; two (2) 
clearance lamps, one (1) at each side; two (2) reflectors, one (1) at each side; 
and three (3) identification lamps, mounted on the vertical center line of the 
vehicle; provided, that the identification lamps need not be lighted if 
obscured by a vehicle towed by the truck; and 

(3) On each side, one (1) side-marker lamp at or near the front, one (1) 
side-marker lamp at or near the rear; one (1) reflector at or near the front, 
and one (1) reflector at or near the rear. 

(b) Every truck tractor shall be equipped as follows: 

(1) On the front, at least two (2) headlamps, an equal number at each side; 
two (2) turn signals, one (1) at each side; two (2) clearance lamps, one (1) at 
each side; and three (3) identification lamps, mounted on the vertical 
centerline of the vehicle, or the vertical centerline of the cab where different 
from the centerline of the vehicle, except that where the cab is not more than 
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forty-two inches (42”) wide at the front roofline, a single lamp at the center 
of the cab shall be deemed to comply with the requirement for identification 
lamps. No part of the identification lamps or their mountings may extend 
below the top of the vehicle windshield; and 

(2) On the rear, one (1) tail lamp; one (1) stop lamp; two (2) reflectors, one 
(1) at each side; and, unless the turn signals on the front are so constructed 
(double faced) and located as to be visible to passing drivers, two (2) turn 
signals on the rear of the cab, one (1) at each side. 

(c) Every semitrailer or full trailer eighty inches (80”) or more in overall 
width, except converter dollies, shall be equipped as follows: 

(1) On the front, two (2) clearance lamps, one (1) at each side; 

(2) On the rear, two (2) tail lamps, one (1) at each side; two (2) stop lamps, 
one (1) at each side; two (2) turn signals, one (1) at each side; two (2) 
clearance lamps, one (1) at each side; two (2) reflectors, one (1) at each side; 
and three (3) identification lamps, mounted on the vertical centerline of the 
vehicle; provided, that the identification lamps need not be lighted if 
obscured by another vehicle in the same combination; 

(3) On each side, one (1) side-marker lamp at or near the front; one (1) 
side-marker lamp at or near the rear; one (1) reflector at or near the front; 
one (1) reflector at or near the rear; and, in case of semitrailers and full 
trailers thirty feet (30’) or more in length, at least one (1) additional 
side-marker lamp at optional height and at least one (1) additional reflector, 
the additional side-marker lamp or lamps and reflector or reflectors to be at 
or near the center or at approximately uniform spacing in the length of the 
vehicle; and 

(4) For the purposes of these regulations, “converter dolly” is a motor 

vehicle with a fifth wheel lower half or equivalent mechanism, the attach- 
ment of which vehicle converts a semitrailer to a full trailer. Each dolly, 
when towed singly by another vehicle, and not as part of a full trailer, shall 
be equipped with one (1) stop lamp, one (1) tail lamp, and two (2) reflectors 
on the rear. No lighting devices or reflectors are required on the front or sides 
of any dolly. 
(d)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (d)(2), from one-half (2) hour before 
sunset to one-half (4%) hour after sunrise and at all other times when lights 
are required to be displayed, there shall be attached to the rearmost 
extremity of any load that projects four feet (4’) or more beyond the rear of 
the body of the motor vehicle, or at any tailboard or tailgate so projecting, or 
to the rearmost extremity of any load, carried on a pole trailer, at least one 
(1) red lamp, securely fastened thereto, which shall be visible from a distance 
of five hundred feet (500’) to the sides and rear under normal atmospheric 
conditions. At all other times one (1) red flag, at least eighteen inches (18”) 
square, made of cloth, synthetic or man-made material, shall be so 
displayed. 

(2) This subsection (d) shall apply only to: 

(A) Any noncommercial motor vehicle transporting property intrastate; 
and 
(B) Any commercial motor vehicle having a gross vehicle weight rating 

(GVWR) or a gross combination weight rating (GCWR) of twenty six 

thousand pounds (26,000 lbs.) or less when such motor vehicle is trans- 
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porting property intrastate. 

(3) Title 65, chapter 15, and all applicable federal rules shall apply to all 
commercial vehicles having a GVWR or a GCWR of more than twenty six 
thousand pounds (26,000 lbs.). 

(e) From one-half (2) hour before sunset to one-half (14) hour after sunrise 
and at all other times when lights are required to be displayed, any motor 
vehicle or trailer transporting intrastate a load of logs, long pulpwood, poles, or 
posts that projects four feet (4’) or more beyond the rear of the body or bed of 
such vehicle, when the vehicle is operated on any highway or parked on the 
shoulder or immediately adjacent to the traveled portions of such highway, 
shall have securely affixed as close as practical to the end of any such 
projecting load either: 

(1) One (1) amber strobe-type lamp, complying with SAE J595, equipped 
with a multidirectional type lens so mounted as to be visible from the rear 
and both sides of the projecting load. If the mounting of one (1) amber strobe 
lamp cannot be accomplished so that it is visible from the rear and both sides 
of the projecting load, multiple amber strobe lights, complying with SAE 
J595, shall be utilized so as to meet the visibility requirements of this 
subdivision (e)(1). The amber strobe lamp shall flash at a rate of at least 
sixty (60) flashes per minute and shall be plainly visible from a distance of 
at least five hundred feet (500') to the rear and sides at a radius of one 
hundred eighty degrees (180°) of the projecting load. At all other times one 
(1) red flag, at least eighteen inches (18”) square, made of cloth, synthetic or 
man-made material, shall be so displayed; or 

(2) One (1) amber light-emitting diode (LED) light, complying with SAE 
J595, equipped with a multidirectional type lens, mounted so as to be visible 
from the rear and from both sides of the projecting load. If the mounting of 
one (1) amber LED light cannot be accomplished so that it is visible from the 
rear and from both sides of the projecting load, multiple amber LED lights, 
complying with SAE J595, shall be utilized so as to meet the visibility 
requirements of this subdivision (e)(2). The amber LED light shall flash at a 
rate of at least sixty (60) flashes per minute and shall be plainly visible from 
a distance of at least five hundred feet (500’) from the rear and sides at a 
radius of one hundred eighty degrees (180°) of the projecting load. Any LED 
light shall be constructed of durable, weather resistant material and may be 
powered by the vehicle’s electrical system or by an independent battery 
system, or both. If the LED light is powered by an independent battery 
system, the driver of the vehicle shall have in the driver’s immediate 
possession charged, spare batteries for use in case of battery failure. Any 
solid state LED lighting that consists of multiple LED lights shall not have 
less than eighty-five percent (85%) of the LED lights in operable condition. 
At all other times one (1) red flag, at least eighteen inches (18”) square, made 
of cloth, synthetic or man-made material, shall be so displayed. 

(f) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. (Williams, § 2695); Acts 1961, ch. 2, § 1; 1970, 
Acts 1931, ch. 82, § 15; 1937, ch. 245, § 5; ch. 598, §§ 2, 3; 19738, ch. 326, § 2; T.C.A. (orig. 
1941, ch. 121, § 1; C. Supp. 1950, § 2700.16 ed.), § 59-908; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2000, 
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ch. 765, § 1; 2010, ch. 1010, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Jury Questions. 

The basic rule of West Constr. Co. v. White, 
130 Tenn. 520, 172 S.W. 301, 1914 Tenn. LEXIS 
54 (1914), is subject to exceptions growing out 
of exceptional circumstances making the appli- 
cability of that general rule a question of fact 
for the jury. The driver of an automobile at a 
speed above 25 miles an hour has a legal right, 
under statutory changes and modern condi- 
tions, to expect that any obstruction just be- 
yond the crest of a paved state highway would 
be evidenced by a warning taillight, and 
whether such driver was proceeding negli- 
gently was a question for the jury. Main Street 
Transfer & Storage Co. v. Smith, 166 Tenn. 482, 
63 S.W.2d 665, 1933 Tenn. LEXIS 104 (1933). 

Whether the absence of a taillight in the rear 
of a truck stopped on a paved state highway on 
a dark and foggy night was the proximate cause 
of injury to occupants of an automobile ap- 


proaching from the rear, was a question for the 
jury. Main Street Transfer & Storage Co. v. 
Smith, 166 Tenn. 482, 63 S.W.2d 665, 1933 
Tenn. LEXIS 104 (19383). 

A motorist has a legal right to expect that an 
unlighted truck will not be parked in the high- 
way, and where it appeared that the motorist 
was driving at a moderate speed of 20 to 25 
miles per hour, that his lights and brakes were 
in perfect condition, and that he may have been 
blinded by approaching lights, the question of 
contributory negligence was for the jury, and he 
was not guilty of contributory negligence as a 
matter of law, for failure to drive so as to see the 
truck within the range of his headlights and 
thus avoid collision. Dixie-Ohio Express Co. v. 
Moore, 22 Tenn. App. 131, 118 S.W.2d 1021, 
1938 Tenn. App. LEXIS 13 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1938). 


55-9-406. Headlights on motor vehicles — Operation during inclement 
weather — Violation — Penalty — Costs. 


(a) The headlights of every motor vehicle shall be so constructed, equipped, 
arranged, focused, aimed, and adjusted, that they will at all times mentioned 
in § 55-9-401, and under normal atmospheric conditions and on a level road 
produce a driving light sufficient to render clearly discernible a person two 
hundred feet (200') ahead, but shall not project a glaring or dazzling light to 
persons in front of the headlights. The headlights shall be displayed during the 
period from one-half (14) hour after sunset to one-half (2) hour before sunrise, 
during fog, smoke, or rain and at all other times when there is not sufficient 
light to render clearly discernible any person on the road at a distance of two — 
hundred feet (200') ahead of the vehicle. 

(b)(1) Operation of headlights during periods of rain, as required in this 

section, shall be made during any time when rain, mist, or other precipita- 

tion, including snow, necessitates the constant use of windshield wipers by 
motorists. 

(2) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any person who is arrested 
or receives a traffic citation for violation of subdivision (b)(1), upon convic- 
tion, shall not be fined more than the maximum fine nor less than the 
minimum fine as provided by law for the violation nor shall any cost be 
imposed or assessed against the person. The conviction shall not be reported 
to the department of safety under §§ 55-10-306 and 55-12-115. 

(3) No cost shall be charged under this subsection (b). 

(4) A violation of this subsection (b) is a Class C misdemeanor. 
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History. 

Acts. 1931, .ch..82. $415; 1937, ch. 245; C. 
Supp. 1950, § 2700.16 (Williams, § 2695); Acts 
2970, ch. 359, § 15°1979, ch. 217, §§ 1; 2. 3, 5; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-909; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
Byi1.13% 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
M1. 
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Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 9. 


Law Reviews. | 

Criminal Laws in Tennessee in 1974 — A 
Critical Survey (Joseph G. Cook), 42 Tenn. L. 
Rev. 187. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Question for Jury. 
2. Search and Seizure. 


1. Question for Jury. 

Where plaintiff while driving his car at night 
ran into the rear of a truck parked on the 
highway without any lights or flares, it was for 
the jury to determine if plaintiff was guilty of 
contributory negligence in failing to see the 
parked truck in time to avoid the accident. 
Tidwell v. Lewis, 174 F.2d 173, 1949 U.S. App. 
LEXIS 2179 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1949). 

Where in a personal injury action the evi- 
dence showed that the lights on plaintiffs mo- 
torcycle did not conform to the statutory re- 
quirements, the question of whether or not this 
was the proximate cause of the accident and 
constituted such contributory negligence as 
would preclude recovery was a question for the 


jury under proper instructions of the court. City 
Water Co. v. Butler, 36 Tenn. App. 55, 251 
S.W.2d 433, 1951 Tenn. App. LEXIS 95 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1951). 


2. Search and Seizure. 

Operation of automobile with only parking 
lights at a time that this statute was applicable 
was an offense committed in presence of deputy 
sheriffs who observed it and officers had a right 
to investigate and to look into automobile of 
defendant subsequently convicted of concealing 
stolen property, and the fact that stolen prop- 
erty was observed in the automobile by use of a 
flash light did not amount to a search. Effler v. 
State, 508 S.W.2d 809, 1974 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 243 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1974), cert. de- 
nied, Effler v. Tennessee, 419 U.S. 841, 95S. Ct. 
73, 42 L. Ed. 2d 69, 1974 U.S. LEXIS 2452 
(1974) 


55-9-407. Multiple beam road lighting equipment — Use. 


Whenever the road lighting equipment on a motor vehicle is so arranged that 
the driver may select at will between two (2) or more distributions of light from 
headlights or lamps or auxiliary road lighting lamps or lights, or combinations 
thereof, directed to different elevations, the following requirements shall apply 
while driving during the times when lights are required: 

(1) When there is no oncoming vehicle within five hundred feet (500’), the 
driver shall use an upper distribution of light; provided, that a lower 
distribution of light may be used when fog, dust, or other atmospheric 
conditions make it desirable for reasons of safety, and when within the 
confines of municipalities where there is sufficient light to render clearly 
discernible persons and vehicles on the highway at a distance of five hundred 
feet (500’) ahead and when following another vehicle within five hundred 
feet (500’); and 

(2) When within five hundred feet (500') of an oncoming vehicle, a driver 
shall use a distribution of light so aimed that the glaring rays therefrom are 
not directed into the eyes of the oncoming driver. 


§ 2700.16 (Williams, § 2695); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-910. 


| History. 
Acts 1937, ch. 245, § 5; C. Supp. 1950, 
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55-9-408. Headlights complying with prohibition against glaring and 
dazzling lights — Anti-glare devices — Mounted height of 
lamps. 


Headlights shall be deemed to comply with § 55-9-406, prohibiting glaring 
and dazzling lights, if the headlights are of a type customarily employed by 
manufacturers of automobiles and in addition are equipped with some anti- 
glare device; provided, that the anti-glare device, or any combination thereof, 
when properly adjusted, shall prevent any of the bright portions of the 
headlight beams from rising above a horizontal plane passing through the 
lamp centers parallel to a level road upon which the loaded vehicle stands and 
in no case higher than forty-two inches (42”), seventy-five feet (75’) ahead of 
the vehicle. 


History. (Williams, § 2695); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-911; 
Acts 1931, ch. 82, § 15; 1937, ch. 245, § 5; Acts 2013, ch. 308, § 39. 
1939, ch. 206, § 4; C. Supp. 1950, § 2700.16 


55-9-409. Inspecting and testing lamps emitting glare — Order to 
remove illegal lamps — Arrest of drivers. 


(a) Any member of the highway patrol having reasonable ground to believe 
that any headlamp or auxiliary driving or fog lamp or any device upon a vehicle 
emits a glaring light as defined in §§ 55-9-406 and 55-9-408, or otherwise fails 
to comply with the requirements of this part, may require the driver of the 
vehicle to stop and submit the lamp to an inspection or test. The officer making 
the inspection shall require the driver of the vehicle to remove the illegal lamp 
within twenty-four (24) hours, and may arrest the driver and give the driver a 
notice to appear, and may further require the driver or the owner of the vehicle 
to produce in court satisfactory evidence of the removal of the illegal lamp. 

(b) In the event any headlight or auxiliary driving or fog light, by reason of 
faulty adjustment or otherwise, emits a glaring light as defined in §§ 55-9-406 
and 55-9-408 or otherwise fails to comply with this part, the officer making the 
inspection shall direct the driver to make the light or lights conform to the 
requirements of this part within forty-eight (48) hours. The officer may also 
arrest the driver and give the driver a notice to appear, and further require the 
driver or the owner of the vehicle to produce in court satisfactory evidence that 
the light or lights have been made to conform with the requirements of this 
part. 


History. Law Reviews. 

Acts 1937, ch. 245, § 5; 1939, ch. 206, § 5; C. The Legal Approach to Automobile Mainte- 
Supp. 1950, § 2700.16 (Williams, § 2695); nance: The Law and the Owner Operator, 21 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-912; Acts 2013, ch. 308, Wand. L. Rev. 970. 
$§ 40, 41. 


55-9-410. Penalty for refusal or failure to submit to lamp inspection. 


Whenever the driver of a vehicle is directed by a member of the highway 
patrol to stop and submit the lights upon the vehicle to an inspection or test 
under the conditions stated in § 55-9-409, it is the duty of the driver to stop 
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and submit to the inspection or test, and a failure or refusal to do so is a Class 
C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1937, ch. 245, §.5; C. Supp. ‘1950, Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
§ 2700.16 (Williams, § 2695); T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 111. 
§ 59-913; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


55-9-411, 55-9-412. [Reserved.] 


55-9-413. Warning or signal light for rural mail carriers authorized. 


The commissioner of safety is authorized to design or develop standards for 
a safety warning device or flashing signal light that may be used by rural mail 
carriers when delivering mail. Rural mail carriers may submit for approval to 
the state official any such device or light and, if approved for safety reasons by 
the official, may attach and use the device or light on top of any vehicle used 
by them while the vehicle is in use delivering mail. The device or light may not 
be used on the vehicle except when the vehicle is in use delivering mail. 


History. 
Acts 19638, ch. 72, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-931. 


55-9-414. Blue flashing emergency lights on motor vehicles unlawful 
— Exception — Penalty. 


(a)(1) Except as provided in subsections (b)-(f), it is an offense for anyone to 
install, maintain or exhibit blue flashing emergency lights or blue flashing 
emergency lights in combination with red flashing emergency lights, except 
full-time, salaried, uniformed law enforcement officers of the state, county, or 
city and municipal governments of the state, and commissioned members of 
the Tennessee bureau of investigation when their official duties so require as 
defined by §§ 38-8-106 and 38-8-107. 

(2) A violation of subdivision (a)(1) is a Class C misdemeanor. 
(b)(1) The prohibition in subsection (a) does not apply to the motor vehicles 
of constables who are wearing law enforcement uniforms designated by the 
governing body of the county in which they serve in those counties in which 
the constables retain law enforcement powers and duties under §§ 8-10-108, 
39-17-505, 40-6-210, 55-8-152, 57-5-202 and 57-9-101. 

(2) Subdivision (b)(1) shall apply only to those counties having a popula- 
tion of: 


not less than nor more than 
11,100 11,200 
11,500 11,600 
13,975 14,500 
43,000 44,000 
65,750 66,000 
70,000 74,000 


according to the 1970 federal census or any subsequent federal census. 
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(c) The prohibition of subsection (a) does not apply to official motor vehicles 
of the sheriffs department being operated by reserve or auxiliary deputy 
sheriffs duly authorized by the sheriff and appointed pursuant to title 8, 
chapter 20. These reserve or auxiliary officers operating departmental vehicles 
shall be in uniform and carry appropriate identification issued by the sheriff. 

(d) The prohibition of subsection (a) does not apply to motor vehicles of 
specially commissioned police officers employed pursuant to § 49-7-118(f) 
when operating either within five (5) miles of any property owned or operated 
by the colleges or universities referenced therein, or as may be directed by the 
chief law enforcement officer of the applicable county. 

(e) The prohibition of subsection (a) does not apply to official motor vehicles 
of a municipal police department being operated by reserve or auxiliary police 
officers duly authorized by the police chief and qualified pursuant to title 38, 
chapter 8. The reserve or auxiliary officers operating departmental vehicles 
shall be in uniform and carry appropriate identification issued by the police 
chief. 

(f)(1) The prohibition in subsection (a) does not apply to any privately- 
owned motor vehicle that is primarily operated for business purposes by any 
salesperson, service representative, employee, lessee, or duly authorized 
agent of an emergency equipment company; provided, that the vehicle is 
marked with the lettering required by § 55-9-402(g)(3). Any person operat- 
ing a motor vehicle pursuant to this subsection (f) shall comply with the 
requirements of § 55-9-402(¢)(2). 

(2) Nothing in this subsection (f) imposes any duty or obligation on a 
manufacturer of motor vehicles used by or sold to emergency equipment 
companies to install, maintain or exhibit the lighting system allowed in this 
subsection (f) at the time of manufacture or sale. 

(3) Nothing in this subsection (f) shall be construed to permit the operator 
of an emergency equipment company vehicle from operating any lighting 
equipment authorized by subsection (a) while the vehicle is on a public road, 
whether in motion or stationary. 

(4) As used in this section, the terms “emergency equipment company” or 
“company have the same meaning as defined in § 55-9-402. 


History. 

Acts 1967, ch. 297, §§ 1, 2 (T.C.A. (supp.), 
§ 50-949); Acts 1978, ch. 819, §§ 1, 2; T.C.A., 
§ 59-932; Acts 1985, ch. 182, §§ 1, 2; 1989, ch. 
173, § 4; 1989, ch. 591, § 118; 1991, ch. 9, § 6; 
1992, ch. 560, § 1; 1998, ch. 471, §§ 1, 4; 1996, 
ch. 675, § 65; 2001, ch. 188, § 1; 2006, ch. 520, 
§ 1; 2008, ch. 785, §§ 1-3; 2014, ch. 710, 8§ 6, 
f( 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 19938, ch. 471, § 4 provided that the 
amendment by ch. 471, which provided that 
subsection (b) applies to counties with popula- 
tions not less than 11,100 nor more than 11,200 
according to the 1970 federal census or any 
subsequent federal census, shall have no effect 
unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2%) vote of 
the legislative body of such county and that its 
approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by 


the presiding officer of the legislative body and 
certified to the secretary of state. 

Acts 1996, ch. 693, § 1 deleted provisions of 
§ 57-5-202 which granted enforcement author- 
ity under title 57, chapter 5, to constables. 

For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 
Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
supplement. 


Cross-References. 

Constables, counties in which office abol- 
ished, § 8-10-101. 

Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
fie Wy 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Use of blue flashing lights by county emer- 
gency management agency officers, OAG 99- 
062, 1999 Tenn. AG LEXIS 62 (3/12/99). 

Use of red flashing emergency lights by law 
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enforcement officers, OAG 99-062, 1999 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 62 (3/12/99). 

The director and deputy director of a local 
emergency management agency created under 
T.C.A. § 58-2-110 may not display flashing blue 
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Authority of full-time law enforcement offi- 
cers and reserve officers, both on or off duty, 
and funeral escort services as to use of flashing 
blue lights and sirens. OAG 13-52, 2013 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 52 (7/2/18). 


lights on their vehicles, OAG 07-74, 2007 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 72 (5/17/07). 


55-9-415. Operation of vehicle with lamps or spotlights facing back- 
wards — Penalty. 


(a)(1) It is an offense for a person to operate any vehicle equipped with 
auxiliary lamps or spotlights facing backwards on a highway, street or 
roadway in this state when the lamps or spotlights are in operation. 

(2) This section does not apply to any emergency vehicle or public utility 
vehicle. 

(3) It is not the intent of this section to prohibit the use of the lamps or 
spotlights for lawful purposes while the vehicle is parked, but the use of the 
lamps or spotlights shall not interfere with a vehicle operating on a highway, 
street or roadway. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable only by 
a fine of not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000). 


History. 
Acts 1990, ch. 673, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
‘She 


PART 5 
[RESERVED] 


PART 6 
SAFETY BELTS 


_55-9-601. Required — Specifications — Violations — Penalties. 


(a)(1) It is unlawful for any person to buy, sell, lease, trade or transfer from 
or to Tennessee residents, at retail, an automobile that is manufactured or 
assembled commencing with the 1964 models, unless the automobile is 
equipped with safety belts installed for use in the left front and right front 
seats. 

(2) Itis unlawful for any person to buy, sell, lease, trade or transfer from 
or to Tennessee residents, at retail, a passenger motor vehicle that is 
manufactured or assembled commencing with the 1969 models, unless the 
passenger motor vehicle is equipped with safety belts installed for use in 
every designated seating position of the motor vehicle. 

(b) All such safety belts shall be of a type and be installed in a manner 
‘approved by the department of safety. The department shall establish specifi- 
cations and requirements of approved types of safety belts and attachments. 
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The department shall accept, as approved, all seat belt installations and the 
belt and anchor meeting the specifications of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers. 

(c) As used in this section, unless specified otherwise, “passenger car” or 
“passenger motor vehicle” means any motor vehicle with a manufacturer’s 
gross vehicle weight rating of eight thousand five hundred pounds (8,500 lbs.) 
or less that is not used as a public or livery conveyance for passengers. 


“Passenger car” or “passenger motor vehicle” does not apply to motor vehicles 


that are not required by federal law to be equipped with safety belts. 
(d) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 
(e) No court costs shall be imposed or assessed against anyone convicted of 


a violation of this section. 


History. 

Acts ,1963,, ch.) 102, §§..1; 2; 1977, ch. 114, 
§§ 1, 2; T.C.A., § 59-930; Acts 1981, ch. 86, 
8§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 183, § 1; T.C.A., § 55-9-214; 
Acts 1986, ch. 866, §§ 1-3; 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 37. 


Law Reviews. 
The Seat Belt Defense in Tennessee: The 
Cutting Edge, 29 U. Mem. L. Rev. 215 (1998). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Contributory Negligence. 

Failure to wear seat belts does not constitute 
contributory negligence in Tennessee. Mann v. 
United States, 294 F. Supp. 691, 1968 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 11851 (E.D. Tenn. 1968). 

In wrongful death action where defendant’s 
automobile, after failing to yield right-of-way, 
struck the decedent’s vehicle, an instruction as 


to possible remote contributory negligence of 
decedent because of his failure to wear a seat 
belt was precluded by the proviso in this section 
that states that a failure to wear seat belt shall 
not be considered contributory negligence. 
Stallcup v. Taylor, 62 Tenn. App. 407, 463 
S.W.2d 416, 1970 Tenn. App. LEXIS 275 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1970). 


55-9-602. Child passenger restraint systems — Violations — Penalties. 


(a)(1) Any person transporting any child, under one (1) year of age, or any 
child, weighing twenty pounds (20 lbs.) or less, in a motor vehicle upon a 
road, street or highway of this state is responsible for the protection of the 
child and properly using a child passenger restraint system in a rear facing 
position, meeting federal motor vehicle safety standards in the rear seat if 
available or according to the child safety restraint system or vehicle 
manufacturer’s instructions. 

(2) Notwithstanding § 55-9-603, any person transporting any child, one 
through three (1-3) years of age weighing greater than twenty pounds (20 
Ibs.), in a motor vehicle upon a road, street or highway of this state is 
responsible for the protection of the child and properly using a child 
passenger restraint system in a forward facing position, meeting federal 
motor vehicle safety standards in the rear seat if available or according to 
the child safety restraint system or vehicle manufacturer’s instructions. 

(3) Notwithstanding § 55-9-603, any person transporting any child, four 
through eight (4-8) years of age and measuring less than four feet, nine 
inches (4’ 9”) in height, in a passenger motor vehicle upon a road, street or 
highway of this state is responsible for the protection of the child and 
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properly using a belt positioning booster seat system, meeting federal motor 

vehicle safety standards in the rear seat if available or according to the child 

safety restraint system or vehicle manufacturer’s instructions. 

(4)(A) Ifa child is not capable of being safely transported in a conventional 

child passenger restraint system as provided for in this subsection (a), a 

specially modified, professionally manufactured restraint system meeting 

the intent of this subsection (a) shall be in use; provided, however, that 
this subdivision (a)(4) shall not be satisfied by use of the vehicle’s standard 
lap or shoulder safety belts independent of any other child passenger 

restraint system. A motor vehicle operator who is transporting a child in a 

specially modified, professionally manufactured child passenger restraint 

system shall possess a copy of the physician’s signed prescription that 
authorizes the professional manufacture of the specially modified child 
passenger restraint system. 

(B) Aperson shall not be charged with a violation of this subsection (a) 
if the person presents a copy of the physician’s prescription in compliance 
with this subdivision (a)(4) to the arresting officer at the time of the 
alleged violation. 

(C) A person charged with a violation of this subsection (a) may, on or 
before the court date, submit a copy of the physician’s prescription and 
evidence of possession of a specially modified, professionally manufac- 
tured child passenger restraint system to the court. If the court is satisfied 
that compliance was in effect at the time of the violation, the charge for 
violating this subsection (a) may be dismissed. 

(5) A person who is operating an autocycle shall not carry a child as a 
passenger if such child is required to be secured in a motor vehicle in a 
manner in accordance with this section unless: 

(A) The autocycle has an enclosed cab; 

(B) The autocycle meets the federal motor vehicle safety standards for 
child restraints found in 49 CFR 571.213 and 49 CFR 571.225; and 

(C) The child is secured in a manner in accordance with this section. 
(6) With respect to a vehicle equipped with an ADS, responsibility 

ascribed in this subsection (a) shall belong solely to the parent, guardian, or 

other human person accompanying the child in the vehicle, and not to the 

ADS or the owner of the ADS-operated vehicle. 

(b) All passenger vehicle rental agencies doing business in the state shall 
make available at a reasonable rate to those renting the vehicles an approved 
restraint as described in subsection (a). 

(c)(1) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(2) In addition to or in lieu of the penalty imposed under subdivision (c)(1), 
persons found guilty of a first offense of violating this section may be 
required to attend a court approved offenders’ class designed to educate 
offenders on the hazards of not properly transporting children in motor 
vehicles. A fee may be charged for the classes sufficient to defray all costs of 
providing the classes. 

(d) Any incorporated municipality may by ordinance adopt by reference any 

of the provisions of this section, it being the legislative intent to promote the 
protection of children wherever and whenever possible. 
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(e) Prior to the initial discharge of any newborn child from a health care 
institution offering obstetrical services, the institution shall inform the parent 
that use of a child passenger restraint system is required by law. Further, the 
health care institution shall distribute to the parent related information 
provided by the department of safety. 

(f)(1) There is established within the general fund a revolving special 

account to be known as the child safety fund, hereinafter referred to as the 

“fund.” 

(2) All fines imposed by this section shall be sent by the clerk of the court 
to the state treasurer for deposit in the fund. 

(3) Any unencumbered funds and any unexpended balance of this fund 
remaining at the end of any fiscal year shall not revert to the general fund, 
but shall be carried forward until expended in accordance with this section 
and § 55-9-610. 

(4) Interest accruing on investments and deposits of the fund shall be 
returned to the fund and remain a part of the fund. 

(5) Disbursements from, investments of and deposits to the fund shall be 
administered and invested pursuant to title 9, chapter 4, part 5. 

(6) The state treasurer may deduct reasonable service charges from the 
fund pursuant to procedures established by the state treasurer and the 
commissioner of finance and administration. 

(7) The department of health is authorized, pursuant to duly promulgated 
rules and regulations, to determine equitable distribution of the moneys in 
the fund to those entities that are best suited for child passenger safety 
system distribution. Funds distributed pursuant to this section shall only be 
used for the purchase of child passenger safety systems to be loaned or given 
to the parent or guardian. 

(g)(1)(A) Notwithstanding § 55-9-603, any person transporting any child, 
nine through twelve (9-12) years of age, or any child through twelve (12) 
years of age, measuring four feet, nine inches (4’ 9”) or more in height, in 
a passenger motor vehicle upon a road, street or highway of this state is 
responsible for the protection of the child and properly using a seat belt 
system meeting federal motor vehicle safety standards. It is recommended 
that any such child be placed in the rear seat if available. 

(B) Notwithstanding § 55-9-603, any person transporting any child, 
thirteen through fifteen (13-15) years of age, in a passenger motor vehicle 
upon a road, street or highway of this state is responsible for the protection 
of the child and properly using a passenger restraint system, including 
safety belts, meeting federal motor vehicle safety standards. 

(2) Aperson charged with a violation of this subsection (g) may, in lieu of 
appearance in court, submit a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) to the clerk of the 
court that has jurisdiction of the offense within the county in which the 
offense charged is alleged to have been committed. 

(3) No litigation tax levied pursuant to title 67, chapter 4, part 6, shall be 
imposed or assessed against anyone convicted of a violation of this subsec- 
tion (g), nor shall any clerk’s fee or court costs, including but not limited to 
any statutory fees of officers, be imposed or assessed against anyone 
convicted of a violation of this subsection (g). 
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(4)(A) Notwithstanding subsection (f)-to the contrary, the revenue gener- 
ated by ten dollars ($10.00) of the fifty-dollar fine under subdivision (g)(2) 
for a person’s first conviction under this subsection (g), shall be deposited 
in the state general fund without being designated for any specific 
purpose. The remaining forty dollars ($40.00) of the fifty-dollar fine for a 
person’s first conviction under this subsection (g) shall be deposited to the 
child safety fund in accordance with subsection (f). 

(B) The revenue generated from the person’s second or subsequent 

conviction under this subsection (g) shall be deposited to the child safety 
fund in accordance with subsection (f). 
(5)(A) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, no more than one (1) 
citation may be issued for a violation of this subsection (g) per vehicle per 
occasion. If the driver is neither a parent nor legal guardian of the child 
and the child’s parent or legal guardian is present in the vehicle, the 
parent or legal guardian is responsible for ensuring compliance with this 
subsection (g). 

(B)G) If no parent or legal guardian is present at the time of the 

violation, the driver is solely responsible for compliance with this 

subsection (g) if the vehicle is operated by conventional means. 
(ii) If the vehicle is operated by an ADS and: 

(a) If no parent or legal guardian is present at the time of the 
violation, the human person accompanying the child is solely respon- 
sible for compliance with this subsection (g); 

(b) If no parent or guardian is present at the time of the violation 
and more than one (1) human person accompanies the child, each 
person is jointly responsible for compliance with this subsection (g); or 

(c) If no human person accompanies the child, the parent or legal 
guardian of the child is responsible for compliance with this subsec- 
tion (g). 

(h) As used in this section, unless specified otherwise, “passenger motor 
vehicle” means any motor vehicle with a manufacturer’s gross vehicle weight 
rating of ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.) or less, that is not used as a public 
or livery conveyance for passengers. “Passenger motor vehicle” does not apply 
to motor vehicles that are not required by federal law to be equipped with 
safety belts. 

(i) A person who has successfully met the minimum required training 
standards for installation of child restraint devices established by the national 
highway traffic safety administration of the United States department of 
transportation, who in good faith installs or inspects the installation of a child 
restraint device shall not be liable for any damages resulting from any act or 
omission related to the installation or inspection unless the act or omission was 
the result of the person’s gross negligence or willful misconduct. 

(j) Notwithstanding any of this part to the contrary, for any child trans- 
ported by child care agencies licensed by the department of human services 
pursuant to title 71, chapter 3, part 5 and transported pursuant to the rules 


and regulations of the department, such rules and regulations shall remain 


{ 


effective until the department amends the rules and regulations; provided, 


however, that the department shall either promulgate rules consistent with 
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this part or promulgate rules exceeding, based on applicable federal regula- 
tions or standards, this part no later than January 1, 2007. 


(k)(1) The failure to use a child restraint system shall not be admissible into 
evidence in a civil action; provided, however, that evidence of a failure to use 
a child restraint system, as required by this section, may be admitted in a 
civil action as to the causal relationship between noncompliance and the 
injuries alleged, if the following conditions have been satisfied: 

(A) The plaintiff has filed a products liability claim; 

(B) The defendant alleging noncompliance with this section shall raise 
this defense in its answer or timely amendment thereto in accordance with 
the rules of civil procedure; and 

(C) Each defendant seeking to offer evidence alleging noncompliance 
with this section has the burden of proving noncompliance with this 
section, that compliance with this section would have reduced injuries and 
the extent of the reduction of the injuries. 

(2) Upon request of any party, the trial judge shall hold a hearing out of 
the presence of the jury as to the admissibility of the evidence in accordance 
with this subsection (k) and the Tennessee Rules of Evidence. 

(3) Notwithstanding this subsection (k) to the contrary, if a party to the 
civil action is not the parent or legal guardian, then evidence of a failure to 
use a child restraint system, as required by this section, may be admitted in 
the action as to the causal relationship between noncompliance and the 


injuries alleged. 


History. 

Acts 1968, ch. 102, §§ 1, 2; 1977, ch. 114, 
§§ 1, 2; T.C.A., § 59-930; Acts 1981, ch. 86, 
§§ 1, 2; 1985, ch. 188, § 1; T.C.A., § 55-9-214; 
Acts 1986, ch. 866, §§ 2, 3; 1989, ch. 564, 
8§ 2-6, 9;°1989, ch. 591)'$ 11331995) ‘ch 112, 
§§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 945, § 1; 2001, ch. 468, §§ 1, 
2; 2003, ch. 299, §§ 1-9; 2004, ch. 809, § 1; 
2005, ch. 55, §§ 1, 2; 2016, ch. 1015, § 16; 2017, 
ch. 474, §§ 6, 7. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 5, §§ 9-4-501 — 9-4-511, re- 
ferred to in this section, concerning an alter- 
nate method of securing the deposit of state 
funds, was repealed effective January 1, 1991, 
by Acts 1990, ch. 1043, § 1, which also enacted 
a new title 9, ch. 4, part 5 concerning a collat- 
eral pool for public deposits, effective January 
1, 1991. 


Acts 2005, ch. 55, § 3 provided that it is the 
intent of the general assembly that the provi- 
sions of that act and the provisions of Acts 20038, 
ch. 299 and Acts 2004, ch. 809 were never 
intended to be retroactive and shall only apply 
to civil actions that arise on or after the effec- 
tive date of such acts. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Liability of police officers permitting contin- 
ued violation of subsection (a), OAG 98-0938, 
1998 Tenn. AG LEXIS 93 (4/28/98). 

T.C.A. § 55-9-602 does not require seat belts 
in school buses, OAG 04-051, 2004 Tenn. AG 
LEXIS 51 (3/25/04). 


55-9-603. Use of safety belts in passenger vehicles — Violations — 
Penalties — Arrest — Applicability. 


(a)(1) No person shall operate a passenger motor vehicle on any highway, as 
defined in § 55-8-101, in this state unless the person and all passengers four 
(4) years of age or older are restrained by a safety belt at all times the vehicle 
is in forward motion. 

(2) No person four (4) years of age or older shall be a passenger in a 
passenger motor vehicle on any highway, as defined in § 55-8-101, in this 
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state, unless the person is restrained by a safety belt at all times the vehicle 

is in forward motion. 

(b)(1) This section shall apply only to the operator and all passengers 

occupying the front seat of a passenger motor vehicle. 

(2) If the vehicle is equipped with a rear seat that is capable of folding, 
this section shall only apply to front seat passengers and the operator if the 
back seat is in the fold down position. 

(c) As used in this section, unless specified otherwise, “passenger car” or 
“passenger motor vehicle” does not include any motor vehicle that is used as a 
public or livery conveyance for passengers or any motor vehicles that are not 
required by federal law to be equipped with safety belts, except autocycles as 
defined in § 55-1-108. 

(d)(1) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. All proceeds from 
the fines imposed by this subsection (d), except as otherwise provided by 
subdivisions (d)(2) and (3), shall be deposited in the state general fund and 
designated for the exclusive use of the division of vocational rehabilitation to 
assist eligible individuals with disabilities, as defined in § 49-11-602, who 
have been severely injured in motor vehicle accidents. 

(2)(A) A person charged with a violation of this section may, in lieu of 

appearance in court, submit a fine of thirty dollars ($30.00) for a first 

violation, and fifty-five dollars ($55.00) for a second or subsequent viola- 
tion to the clerk of the court that has jurisdiction of the offense within the 
county in which the offense charged is alleged to have been committed. 

(B) The revenue generated by fifteen dollars ($15.00) of the thirty-dollar 
fine in subdivision (d)(2)(A) for a person’s first conviction shall be depos- 
ited in the state general fund without being designated for any specific 
purpose. Ten dollars ($10.00) of the thirty-dollar fine for the person’s first 
conviction under subdivision (d)(2)(A) shall be deposited in the state 
general fund and designated for the exclusive use of the division of 
vocational rehabilitation to assist eligible individuals with disabilities, as 
defined in § 49-11-602, who have been severely injured in motor vehicle 
accidents. The remaining five dollars ($5.00) of the thirty-dollar fine for 
the person’s first conviction under subdivision (d)(2)(A) shall be retained 
by the court clerk. 

(C) The revenue generated by thirty dollars ($30.00) of the fifty-five- 
dollar fine under subdivision (d)(2)(A) for a person’s second or subsequent 
conviction shall be deposited in the state general fund without being 
designated for any specific purpose. Twenty dollars ($20.00) of the fifty- 
five-dollar fine for the person’s second or subsequent conviction under 
subdivision (d)(2)(A) shall be deposited in the state general fund and 
designated for the exclusive use of the division of vocational rehabilitation 
to assist eligible individuals with disabilities, as defined in § 49-11-602, 
who have been severely injured in motor vehicle accidents. The remaining 
five dollars ($5.00) of the fifty-five-dollar fine for the person’s second or 
subsequent conviction under subdivision (d)(2)(A) shall be retained by the 
court clerk. 

(3)(A) Notwithstanding subdivision (d)(2), a person charged with a viola- 

tion of subsection (i) may, in lieu of appearance in court, submit a fine of 
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thirty dollars ($30.00) to the clerk of the court that has jurisdiction of the 

offense within the county in which the offense charged is alleged to have 

been committed. 

(B) Notwithstanding subdivision (d)(2), the revenue generated by fif- 
teen dollars ($15.00) of the thirty-dollar fine under subdivision (d)(3)(A) for 
a person’s first conviction under subsection (i) shall be deposited in the 
state general fund without being designated for any specific purpose. Ten 
dollars ($10.00) of the thirty-dollar fine for the person’s first conviction 
under subsection (i) shall be deposited in the state general fund and 
designated for the exclusive use of the division of vocational rehabilitation 
to assist eligible individuals with disabilities, as defined in § 49-11-602, 
who have been severely injured in motor vehicle accidents. The remaining 
five dollars ($5.00) of the thirty-dollar fine for the person’s first conviction 
under subsection (i) shall be retained by the court clerk. 

(C) The revenue generated by five dollars ($5.00) of the thirty-dollar 
fine under subdivision (d)(3)(A) for a person’s second or subsequent 
conviction under subsection (i) shall be deposited in the state general fund 
without being designated for any specific purpose. Twenty dollars ($20.00) 
of the thirty-dollar fine for the person’s second or subsequent conviction 
under subsection (i) shall be deposited in the state general fund and 
designated for the exclusive use of the division of vocational rehabilitation 
to assist eligible individuals with disabilities, as defined in § 49-11-602, 
who have been severely injured in motor vehicle accidents. The remaining 
five dollars ($5.00) of the thirty-dollar fine for the person’s second or 
subsequent conviction under subsection (i) shall be retained by the court 
clerk. 

(e) Except as otherwise provided by subdivisions (d)(2) and (3), no clerk’s fee 
nor court costs, including, but not limited to, any statutory fees of officers, shall 
be imposed or assessed against anyone convicted of a violation of this section. 
No litigation tax levied pursuant to title 67, chapter 4, part 6, shall be imposed 
or assessed against anyone convicted of a violation of this section. 

(f)(1) A law enforcement officer observing a violation of this section shall 

issue a citation to the violator, but shall not arrest or take into custody any 

person solely for a violation of this section. 

(2) The department of safety shall not report any convictions under this 
section except for law enforcement or governmental purposes. 

(g) In no event shall a violation of this section be assigned a point value for 
suspension or revocation of a license by the department of safety, nor shall the 
violation be construed as any other offense under this title. 

(h) This section does not apply to: 

(1) A passenger or operator with a physical disability which prevents 
appropriate restraint in a safety seat or safety belt; provided, that the 
condition is duly certified in writing by a physician who shall state the 
nature of the disability, as well as the reason a restraint is inappropriate; 

(2) A passenger motor vehicle operated by a rural letter carrier of the 
United States postal service while performing the duties of a rural letter 
carrier; 

(3) Salespersons or mechanics employed by an automobile dealer who, in 
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the course of their employment, test-drive a motor vehicle, if the dealership 
customarily test-drives fifty (50) or more motor vehicles a day, and if the 
test-drives occur within one (1) mile of the location of the dealership; 

(4) Water, gas, and electric meter readers, and utility workers, while the 
meter reader or utility worker is: 

(A) Emerging from and reentering a vehicle at frdGiuienit intervals; and 
(B) Operating the vehicle at speeds not exceeding forty miles per hour 

(40 mph); 

(5) A newspaper delivery motor carrier service while performing the 
duties of a newspaper delivery motor carrier service; provided, that this 
exemption shall only apply from the time of the actual first delivery to the 
customer until the last actual delivery to the customer; 

(6) A vehicle in use in a parade if operated at less than fifteen miles per 
hour (15 mph); 

(7) A vehicle in use in a hayride if operated at less than fifteen miles per 
hour (15 mph); 

(8) A vehicle crossing a highway from one field to another if operated at 
less than fifteen miles per hour (15 mph); or 

(9) An ADS or an ADS-operated vehicle. Except as otherwise provided by 

§ 55-9-606(2), for purposes of an ADS-operated vehicle, a passenger or 
human operator required to be restrained by a safety belt pursuant to this 
section is solely responsible for the passenger’s or human operator’s compli- 
ance with such requirement. 
(i)(1) Notwithstanding this section to the contrary, no person between 
sixteen (16) years of age and up to and through the age of seventeen (17) 
years of age, shall operate a passenger motor vehicle, or be a passenger 
therein, unless the person is restrained by a safety belt at all times the 
vehicle is in forward motion. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (b)(1), this subsection (i) shall apply to 
all occupants between sixteen (16) years of age and eighteen (18) years of age 
occupying any seat in a passenger motor vehicle. 

(3) Notwithstanding subdivision (f)(1), a law enforcement officer observ- 
ing a violation of this subsection (i) shall issue a citation to the violator, but 
shall not arrest or take into custody any person solely for a violation of this 
subsection (i). 

(j) Notwithstanding subsection (b), no person with a learner permit or an 


intermediate driver license shall operate a passenger motor vehicle in this 
state unless the person and all passengers between the ages of four (4) and 
seventeen (17) years of age are restrained by a safety belt at all times the 


vehicle is in forward motion. 


History. 


Acts 1986, ch. 866, §§ 3, 4, 7, 8, 11; 1989, ch. 
591,§ 113; 1994, ch. 661, §§ 2, 4; 2000, ch. 700, 
ch. 898, 
8§ 1-5; 2011, ch. 47, §§ 59, 60; 2015, ch. 25, 
§ 1; 2015, ch. 296,§ 1; 2016, ch. 723, § 1; 2016, 
ch. 1015, § 17; 2017, ch. 358, §§ 2, 3; 2017, ch. 


§ 3; 2000, ch. 945, §§ 2-4; 2004, 


474,8 8. 


Code Commission Notes. 


Former subsec- 


tion (k), concerning report to the general as- 
sembly on data collection relating the viola- 
tions of this section, was deleted as obsolete by 
the code commission in 2012. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 1994, ch. 661, § 1 provided that that act, 
which amended this section and rewrote § 55- 
9-604, shall be known as “the Tennessee Auto- 
mobile Safety Act of 1994.” 


55-9-604 


Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 18 provided that the 
commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules 
and regulations to effectuate the provisions of 
the act. 

Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 14 provided that the act 
shall only take effect if sufficient funds to 
implement the provisions of the act are in- 
cluded in the general appropriations act for the 
fiscal year in which the act becomes effective. 

Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 107 provided that noth- 
ing in the legislation shall be construed to alter 
or otherwise affect the eligibility for services or 
the rights or responsibilities of individuals cov- 
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ered by the provision on the day before the date 
of enactment of this legislation, which was July 
1, 2011. 

Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 108 provided that the 
provisions of the act are declared to be remedial 
in nature and all provisions of the act shall be 
liberally construed to effectuate its purposes. 

Acts 2015, ch. 296, § 2 provided that the act, 
which amended (d), shall apply to offenses 
occurring on or after January 1, 2016. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Applicability. 

Introduction of a plaintiffs failure to wear 
her seat belt was prohibited because T.C.A. 
§ 55-9-603 only required seat belt use when the 
vehicle was traveling in a forward direction on 
a public road, and T.C.A. § 55-9-604 excluded 
all evidence of seat belt non-use that did not fit 
within the section’s limited exception; because 


the plaintiff was not moving in a forward direc- 
tion on a public road (she was backing down a 
driveway), she was not required to have her 
seat belt buckled when the accident occurred. 
England v. Suzuki Motor Corp., 521 F. Supp. 2d 
707, 2007 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 73811 (E.D. Tenn. 
Oct. 2, 2007). 


55-9-604. Failure to wear safety belt — Contributory negligence — 
Evidence. 


(a) The failure to wear a safety belt or receipt of a citation or warrant for 
arrest for failure to wear a safety belt shall not be admissible into evidence in 
a civil action; provided, that evidence of a failure to wear a safety belt or receipt 
of a citation or warrant for arrest for failure to wear a safety belt, as required 
by this chapter, may be admitted in a civil action as to the causal relationship 
between noncompliance and the injuries alleged, if the following conditions 


have been satisfied: 


(1) The plaintiff has filed a products liability claim; 
(2) The defendant alleging noncompliance with this chapter shall raise 
this defense in its answer or timely amendment thereto in accordance with 


the rules of civil procedure; and 


(3) Each defendant seeking to offer evidence alleging noncompliance with 
this chapter has the burden of proving noncompliance with this chapter, that 
compliance with this chapter would have reduced injuries and the extent of 


the reduction of the injuries. 


(b) Upon request of any party, the trial judge shall hold a hearing out of the 
presence of the jury as to the admissibility of the evidence in accordance with 
this section and the Tennessee Rules of Evidence. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 866, § 5; 1994, ch. 661, § 3; 
2004, ch. 8938, § 6. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 1994, ch. 661, § 1 provided that that act, 
which rewrote this section and amended § 55- 
9-603, shall be known as “the Tennessee Auto- 
mobile Safety Act of 1994.” 


Law Reviews. 
The Seat Belt Defense in Tennessee: The 
Cutting Edge, 29 U. Mem. L. Rev. 215 (1998). 


Attorney General Opinions. 

If an accident is the fault of the driver, the 
driver may be found liable to adult passengers 
for injuries incurred in the accident despite the 
passengers’ failure to wear safety belts, OAG 
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03-048, 2003 Tenn. AG LEXIS 56 (4/22/03). 


EQUIPMENT — LIGHTING REGULATIONS 


55-9-605 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Construction. 
2. Federal Law. 
3. Admissibility. 


1. Construction. 

T.C.A. § 55-9-604 has not been rendered null 
and void by virtue of the provisions of former 
T.C.A. § 55-9-609(b) of the Mandatory Safety 
Belt Act. MacDonald v. General Motors Corp., 
784 F. Supp. 486, 1992 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 1503 
(M.D. Tenn. 1992), superseded by statute as 
stated in, England v. Suzuki Motor Corp., 521 
F. Supp. 2d 707, 2007 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 73811 
(E.D. Tenn. Oct. 2, 2007). 

T.C.A. § 55-9-604’s categorical exclusion of 
evidence is qualified by § 55-9-605’s declara- 
tion that the Mandatory Safety Belt Act is not 
to be construed as imposing strict liability. 
MacDonald v. General Motors Corp., 784 F. 
Supp. 486, 1992 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 1503 (M.D. 
Tenn. 1992), superseded by statute as stated in, 
England v. Suzuki Motor Corp., 521 F. Supp. 2d 
707, 2007 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 73811 (E.D. Tenn. 
et. 2;/2007). 


2. Federal Law. 

There is no federal or state statutory provi- 
sion for reducing a rear seat plaintiffs recovery 
based on his failure to wear safety belts; conse- 
quently, this section is not preempted by fed- 
eral regulations as to rear passengers. Mac- 
Donald v. General Motors Corp., 784 F. Supp. 
486, 1992 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 1503 (M.D. Tenn. 
1992), superseded by statute as stated in, Eng- 


land v. Suzuki Motor Corp., 521 F. Supp. 2d 
707, 2007 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 73811 (E.D. Tenn. 
Oct. 2, 2007). 


3. Admissibility. 

The admissibility or inadmissibility of a fail- 
ure to wear safety belts is not predicated on the 
weight class of the vehicle. MacDonald v. Gen- 
eral Motors Corp., 784 F. Supp. 486, 1992 U.S. 
Dist. LEXIS 1503 (M.D. Tenn. 1992), super- 
seded by statute as stated in, England v. Suzuki 
Motor Corp., 521 F. Supp. 2d 707, 2007 U.S. 
Dist. LEXIS 73811 (E.D. Tenn. Oct. 2, 2007). 

Defendant may be allowed to introduce evi- 
dence about the plaintiffs’ failure to wear seat 
belts only as it relates to the element of causa- 
tion. MacDonald v. General Motors Corp., 784 
F. Supp. 486, 1992 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 1503 (M.D. 
Tenn. 1992), superseded by statute as stated in, 
England v. Suzuki Motor Corp., 521 F. Supp. 2d 
707, 2007 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 73811 (E.D. Tenn. 
Oct. 2, 2007). 

Introduction of a plaintiffs failure to wear 
her seat belt was prohibited because T.C.A. 
§ 55-9-603 only required seat belt use when the 
vehicle was traveling in a forward direction on 
a public road, and T.C.A. § 55-9-604 excluded 
all evidence of seat belt non-use that did not fit 
within the section’s limited exception; because 
the plaintiff was not moving in a forward direc- 
tion on a public road (she was backing down a 
driveway), she was not required to have her 
seat belt buckled when the accident occurred. 
England v. Suzuki Motor Corp., 521 F. Supp. 2d 
707, 2007 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 73811 (E.D. Tenn. 
Oct. 2, 2007). 


55-9-605. Liability of manufacturer. 


This part shall not be construed to relieve the manufacturer of any product 
regulated pursuant to this part from any liability concerning the product that 
existed prior to April 21, 1986, nor shall any criminal or civil liability for the 
product be construed to be waived by any provisions of this part. This shall not 
be construed as establishing, or creating, strict lability on the part of the 
manufacturer. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 866, § 15. 


Law Reviews. 
The Seat Belt Defense in Tennessee: The 
Cutting Edge, 29 U. Mem. L. Rev. 215 (1998). 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Construction. 

T.C.A. § 55-9-605 provides that this part 
does nothing to alter the definition of strict 
liability, and while motor vehicle manufactur- 
ers are still liable to plaintiffs under a strict 
liability theory, this part does not create abso- 
lute liability for such manufacturers. MacDon- 
ald v. General Motors Corp., 784 F. Supp. 486, 
1992 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 1503 (M.D. Tenn. 1992), 
superseded by statute as stated in, England v. 


T.C.A. 55-9-604’s categorical exclusion of evi- 
dence is qualified by this section’s declaration 
that the Mandatory Safety Belt Act is not to be 
construed as imposing strict liability. MacDon- 
ald v. General Motors Corp., 784 F. Supp. 486, 
1992 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 1503 (M.D. Tenn. 1992), 
superseded by statute as stated in, England v. 
Suzuki Motor Corp., 521 F. Supp. 2d 707, 2007 
U.S. Dist. LEXIS 73811 (E.D. Tenn. Oct. 2, 


Suzuki Motor Corp., 521 F. Supp. 2d 707, 2007 2007). 


U.S. Dist. LEXIS 73811 (E.D. Tenn. Oct. 2, 
2007). 


55-9-606. Passengers over sixteen years of age — ADS-operated ve- 
hicle. 


Notwithstanding this part to the contrary: 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (2), the operator of a 
passenger motor vehicle under this part shall not be fined for the failure of 
any passenger over sixteen (16) years of age to wear a safety belt; and 

(2) For purposes of an ADS-operated vehicle and when the ADS is 
engaged, neither the operator nor the owner shall be fined for the failure of 
any passenger, regardless of age, to wear a safety belt. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 866, § 10; 2017, ch. 474, § 9. 


55-9-607. Program to enforce compliance — Highway signs. 


(a) The departments of health and safety shall initiate an educational 
program designed to encourage compliance with safety belt and child passen- 
ger restraint system usage laws. This program shall focus on the effectiveness 
of restraint devices, the monetary saving and other benefits to the public, and 
the requirements and penalties specified in this law. 

(b) The commissioner of transportation may, within the department of 
transportation’s existing budget, erect signs or add to existing signs along 
interstate highways within the state a statement to the effect that Tennessee 
law requires all passengers in a motor vehicle to be wearing safety belts. The 
number and placement of the signs shall be within the discretion of the 
commissioner. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 866, § 13. 


55-9-608, 55-9-609. [Reserved.] 


55-9-610. Child safety restraints — Programs to increase compliance. 


The departments of health and safety shall place a priority on programs 
directed to increasing compliance with laws requiring child safety restraints. 
These efforts shall include the following: 
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(1) The department of safety shall supply to health care institutions 
providing obstetrical services appropriate literature pertaining to child 
safety restraints for distribution to prospective parents and parents of 
newborn children; and 
(2) The departments of health and safety shall coordinate their efforts in 
visiting prenatal classes offered by health care institutions providing obstet- 


rical services to assure prospective parents understand the requirements of 


and necessity for child safety restraints. 


History. 


Acts 1989, ch. 564, § 8; T.C.A., § 55-9-611. 


Code Commission Notes. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-9-611 was transferred to § 55- 


Former § 55-9- 9-610 in 1993. 


610 (Acts 1986, ch. 866, § 12; 1989, ch.27, § 1), 
concerning the termination of sections in this 
part, was deleted as obsolete. 


Section 


55-10-101. 
55-10-102. 
55-10-1083. 
55-10-104. 
55-10-105. 
55-10-106. 
59-10-107. 
55-10-108. 


55-10-109. 
55-10-110. 
50-10-111. 
55-10-112. 
55-10-113. 
55-10-114. 
55-10-115. 
55-10-116. 
55-10-117. 
» 55-10-118. 
55-10-119. 


55-10-120. 


55-10-201. 
55-10-202. 
55-10-203. 
55-10-204. 
55-10-205. 
55-10-206. 
55-10-207. 
55-10-208. 


55-10-301. 
55-10-302. 


CHAPTER 10 
ACCIDENTS, CRIMES AND PENALTIES 


Part 1. Accidents 


Accidents involving death or personal injury. 

Accidents involving damage to vehicle. 

Duty to give information and render aid. 

Duty upon striking unattended vehicles. 

Duty upon striking fixtures — ADS-operated vehicle. 

Immediate notice of accident. 

Written report of accident. 

Additional information — Request for copy of report — Reports open to public 
inspection — Prohibited uses. 

When driver unable to report. 

False reports. 

Accident report forms — Penalty for failure to report. 

Coroner’s report. 

Garages to report. 

Public inspection of reports relating to accidents. 

Department to tabulate and analyze accident reports. 

Railroad locomotive engineers — Display of operator permits. 

Removal of vehicles from accident scene where no personal injury has occurred. 

Multiple drivers in vehicle involved in an accident. 

Detaining drivers involved in accidents involving serious bodily injury or death if 
driver does not have valid driver license and evidence of financial responsibility. 

Disclosure of information to public — Use of drugs or alcohol as factor in accident — 
Requirements. 


Part 2. Crimes 


Parties to a crime. 

Offenses by persons owning or controlling vehicles. 

When arrested person must be taken before a magistrate — Admission to bail. 
Illegal cancellation of traffic citation — Audit of citation records. 

Reckless driving. 

Off-road vehicles — Prohibited acts — Penalties. 

Traffic citation in lieu of arrest. 

Uniform traffic citation form. 


Part 3. Penalties and Procedure 


Penalty for violations of chapters 8 and 9 and parts 1-5 of this chapter. 
Automated license plate recognition system — Limitation on storage of data. 


Section 


55-10-3083. 
55-10-304. 
55-10-305. 
55-10-306. 
55-10-307. 
55-10-308. 
55-10-309. 
55-10-310. 
55-10-311. 


55-10-312. 
55-10-3138. 


55-10-314. 
55-10-315. 
55-10-316. 
55-10-317. 


55-10-401. 
55-10-402. 


55-10-4083. 
55-10-404. 


55-10-405. 
55-10-406. 


55-10-407. 
55-10-408. 


55-10-409. 
55-10-410. 


55-10-411. 


55-10-412. 


55-10-4138. 


55-10-414. 
55-10-415. 
55-10-416. 
55-10-417. 
55-10-418. 
55-10-419. 


55-10-420. 
55-10-421. 
55-10-422. 


55-10-423. 
55-10-424. 
55-10-425. 


55-10-501. 
55-10-502. 
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Disposition of collections. 

Collections of fines and penalties. 

Cases — How tried. 

Record of traffic cases — Report of convictions to department. 

Adoption of statutes and regulations by municipalities — Exceptions. 

Enforcement within municipalities — Suspension of authorization. 

Reexamination. 

Uniformity of interpretation. 

Prima facie evidence of ownership of automobile and use in owner’s business — No 
vicarious liability by dealers for loaner vehicles. 

Registration prima facie evidence of ownership and that operation was for owner’s 
benefit —- Exception for dealers’ loaner vehicles. 

Employer’s liability for violations by employee driving nonmotor vehicle — Liability of 
driver. 

Liability for spill of hazardous waste from twin trailer truck. 

Traffic violation conviction fee. 

Entry into shopping center or office park premises for inspection purposes. 

Enforcement of traffic laws on certain privately owned streets. 


Part 4. Alcohol and Drug Related Offenses 


Driving under the influence prohibited — Alcohol concentration in blood or breath. 

Penalty for violations of § 55-10-401 — Alternative facilities for incarceration — 
Public service work — Monitoring — Inpatient alcohol and drug treatment. 

Fines for violations of § 55-10-401 — Restitution. 

Driving prohibitions — Restricted licenses — Revocation and suspension — Commer- 
cial licenses and vehicles. 

Prior convictions — Driving record as evidence. 

Breath and blood tests to determine alcohol or drug content of a motor vehicle 
operator’s blood. 

Penalty for violations of § 55-10-406. 

Tests for alcohol or drug content of blood — Procurement and processing of samples — 
Results — Additional testing. 

Restricted driver license — Ignition interlock device — Geographic restrictions. 

Probation conditions — Access to inmates by alcohol and drug treatment organiza- 
tions. 

Presumption of impairment — Notice of penalties for additional offenses — Allegation 
of prior convictions — Mandatory service of minimum sentence — No defense that 
person is lawful user of substance — Strip searches — Jurisdiction of general 
sessions court — Part definitions. 

Disposition of fines — Collection of increased fines — County fund — Disposition of 
fund. 

Additional fees — Ignition interlock fee — Alcohol and drug addiction treatment fee — 
Blood alcohol concentration test (BAT) fee — Blood alcohol or drug concentration test 
(BADT) fee — TBI toxicology unit intoxicant testing fund. 

Seizure and forfeiture of vehicles. 

Underage driving while impaired — Penalties. 

Open container law. 

Ignition interlock devices. 

Maximum allowable fee — Reports. 

Electronic monitoring indigency fund — Account for ignition interlock devices — 


Account for other monitoring devices — Responsibility for costs to comply with 
ignition interlock requirements — Indigency. 
[Reserved.] 


Adult driving while impaired. 

Program development fee required for applicants for restricted license for vehicle with 
ignition interlock device. 

Confidentiality of information about interlock program participant. 

“Transdermal monitoring device” defined. 

Compliance-based removal of ignition interlock device. 


Part 5. Drag Racing 


Part definitions. 
Penalty. 
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Section 
55-10-5038. Additional penalties — Restricted licenses — Revocation of license. 

Part 6. Reinstatement of License by Motor Vehicle Habitual Offender 
55-10-601. Petition for reinstatement of license by motor vehicle habitual offender. 

Part 7. Juvenile Offender Act 

55-10-701, Denial of driving privileges by court. 
55-10-702. Denial or suspension of driving privileges by department of safety. 
55-10-703. Withdrawal of denial order — Eligibility for driver license — Driver safety or alcohol 

education programs. 
55-10-704. Confiscation of offender’s driver license. 
55-10-705. Restricted motor vehicle operator’s license. 
55-10-706. Expiration of denial period — Eligibility for license — Driver safety or alcohol 

education programs. 
55-10-707. Construction of part — Penalties supplemental. 
55-10-708. Data search to determine offender status — Applicants for restricted license or 

removal of denial order. 
55-10-709. Inspection of records. 
55-10-710. Provisions of part in pamphlets for schools and driver license examination manuals. 
55-10-711. Denial of driving privileges — Expunction from records — Requirements. 

Part 8. Tennessee Unattended Children in Motor Vehicle Safety Act 
55-10-801. Short title. 
55-10-802. Part definitions. 
55-10-8038. Offense of leaving child unattended in motor vehicle — Penalty. 
55-10-804. Community education course for violators. 
PART 1 
ACCIDENTS 


55-10-101. Accidents involving death or personal injury. 


(a) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or 


death of any person shall immediately stop the vehicle at the scene of the 
accident or as close to the scene as possible, but shall then return to and in 
every event shall remain at the scene of the accident until the driver has 
fulfilled the requirements of § 55-10-103. The stop shall be made without 
obstructing traffic more than is necessary. The requirements in this subsection 
(a) apply to accidents occurring upon highways and the premises of any 
shopping center, trailer park or any apartment house complex, or any other 
premises that are generally frequented by the public at large. 
(b)(1) A violation of subsection (a) is a Class A misdemeanor. 

(2)(A) It is a Class E felony for any person to fail to stop or to comply with 

the requirements of subsection (a) when the person knew or should 

reasonably have known that death resulted from the accident. 

(B) If, as a result of the same course of conduct, a person who is charged 
with a violation of subdivision (b)(2)(A) is also charged with the offense of 
vehicular assault under § 39-13-106, vehicular homicide under § 39-13- 
213 or aggravated vehicular homicide under § 39-13-218, any sentence 
imposed for a violation of subdivision (b)(2)(A) shall be served consecutive 
to any sentence imposed for the applicable assault or homicide offense. 

(c) The commissioner shall revoke the license or permit to drive and any 
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nonresident operating privilege of the person convicted of a violation of this 
section. 

(d) As used in this part, “accident” includes any collision or crash, regardless 
of the degree of care exercised by the drivers involved or whether it was the 
result of criminal conduct. 

(e) With respect to an ADS-operated vehicle, as defined by § 55-30-102, the 
requirements of subsection (a) are satisfied if the motor vehicle’s owner, or a 
person on behalf of the motor vehicle’s owner, promptly contacts a law 
enforcement officer or agency to report the accident and the ADS-operated 


vehicle remains on the scene of the accident as otherwise required by law. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 78; 1976, ch. 674, § 1; 
T.C.A., § 59-1001; Acts 1984, ch. 758, § 1; 
1988, ch. 788, § 1; 1989, ch. 323, § 1; 1989, ch. 
591, §§ 1, 6, 111; 2008, ch. 1167, § 1; 2015, ch. 
164, § 1; 2017, ch. 474, § 10. 


Code Commission Notes. The felony in this 
section has been designated as a Class E felony 
by authority of § 40-35-110, which provides 
that an offense designated a felony without 
specification as to category is a Class E felony. 
See also § 39-11-1113. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2015, ch. 164 § 2 provided that the act, 
which added (d), shall apply to offenses occur- 
ring on or after July 1, 2015. 


Cross-References. 

Additional fine for accidents involving death 
or personal injury to be paid into general fund 
reserve for traumatic brain injury fund, § 68- 
55-305. 

Appearance before magistrate required, 55- 
10-203. 


Criminal injuries compensation fund, § 40- 
24-107. 

Enumeration of offenses as state offenses in 
areas with metropolitan governments, § 7-3- 
312. 

Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
ALi 

Penalty for Class E felony, § 40-35-111. 

Use of highways as appointment of agent for 
service of process, § 20-2-203. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 8, 32, 32.1, 35. 


Law Reviews. 

Civil Procedure and Evidence — Tennessee 
Survey 1970 (Jerry J. Phillips), 38 Tenn. L. Rev. 
tA. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Collection of judgments due municipalities, 
OAG 97-029, 1997 Tenn. AG LEXIS 28 
(3/31/97). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Identity of Driver. 

. Double Jeopardy. 

. Conviction of Manslaughter. 
. Civil Suits. 


= PONE 


. Identity of Driver. 

Evidence did not sustain conviction of defen- 
dant for violation of this section where such 
evidence preponderated against identification 
of defendant as driver of automobile involved in 
accident. Cribbs v. State, 205 Tenn. 138, 325 
S.W.2d 567, 1959 Tenn. LEXIS 349 (1959). 


2. Double Jeopardy. 

Acquittal on charge of unlawfully failing to 
stop after accident did not bar subsequent pros- 
ecution for second degree murder with automo- 
bile, arising out of same automobile accident. 
Eager v. State, 205 Tenn. 156, 325 S.W.2d 815, 
1959 Tenn. LEXIS 350 (1959). 


The crimes of hit and run and traffic offenses 
are not the same as the crime of joyriding for 
double jeopardy purposes. Fox v. Dutton, 603 F. 
Supp. 25, 1984 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 24151 (M.D. 
Tenn. 1984). 


3. Conviction of Manslaughter. 

Driver and passenger were properly con- 
victed of involuntary manslaughter where their 
car knocked station wagon off road and into 
lake resulting in small boy being drowned and 
automobile left scene without stopping and 
passenger aided driver in concealing damaged 
automobile. Flippen v. State, 211 Tenn. 507, 365 
S.W.2d 895, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 373 (1963). 


4, Civil Suits. 

In suit to recover on uninsured motorist 
provision of automobile liability policy where 
automobile was struck by stone thrown from 
rear wheels of truck not equipped with mud 
flaps such occurrence could constitute physical 
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contact within the meaning of hit and run _ case in a prosecution under this section. Bar- 
definition of uninsured motorist provision of field v. Insurance Co. of North America, 59 
automobile owner's policy and it would not be Tenn. App. 631, 443 S.W.2d 482, 1968 Tenn. 


necessary to prove that truck driver knew or App. LEXIS 370 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 
should have known of the accident as would the 


55-10-102. Accidents involving damage to vehicle. 


(a) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident shall immediately stop 
the vehicle at the scene of the accident or as close to the scene of the accident 
as possible or shall return to and in any event remain at the scene of the 
accident. After all parties have determined and agreed that there is only 
damage to the vehicles and no suspected injury of any kind to drivers or 
passengers, all parties shall remain at the scene of the accident until the 
requirements of § 55-10-103 have been met. The stop shall be made without 
obstructing traffic more than is necessary. The requirements of this subsection 
(a) apply to accidents occurring upon highways and the premises of any 
shopping center, trailer park, or apartment house complex, or any other 
premises that are generally frequented by the public at large. 

(b)(1) Any person failing to stop or to comply with the requirements of 
subsection (a) under those circumstances, in which damage done to vehicles 
or property not owned or operated by the person charged with a violation of 
this section does not exceed one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) or 
would appear to a reasonable person not to exceed one thousand five 
hundred dollars ($1,500), commits a Class B misdemeanor and may be 
punished pursuant to § 55-10-301(b). 

(2) Any person failing to stop or to comply with the requirements of 
subsection (a) under those circumstances, in which damage done to vehicles 
or property not owned or operated by the person charged with a violation of 
this section exceeds one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) or would 
appear to a reasonable person to exceed one thousand five hundred dollars 
($1,500), commits a Class A misdemeanor and in addition thereto may be 
punished pursuant to § 55-10-101(c). 

(3) In addition to the penalties listed in subdivisions (b)(1) and (2), the 
commissioner of safety shall suspend the driver license or nonresident motor 
vehicle operating privilege of any person failing to stop or to comply with the 
requirements of subsection (a) under those circumstances, if the person is 
also not in compliance with the Tennessee Financial Responsibility Law, 
compiled in chapter 12, part 1 of this title. Any suspension under this 
subdivision (b)(3) shall be for a minimum of one (1) year. Notice of the 
suspension of the driver license shall be sent by United States mail not less 
than twenty (20) days prior to the effective date of suspension. The notice 
shall state that the person is entitled to an administrative hearing held by 
the commissioner of safety, or the commissioner’s designee, pursuant to a 
request under § 55-12-103(a). A person whose motor vehicle operating 
privileges have been so suspended may obtain restoration of driving privi- 
leges by paying a restoration fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to the 
commissioner of safety following the expiration of the suspension period. 
(c) With respect to an ADS-operated vehicle, as defined by § 55-30-102, the 

requirements of subsection (a) are satisfied if the motor vehicle’s owner, or a 
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person on behalf of the motor vehicle’s owner, promptly contacts a law 
enforcement officer or agency to report the accident and the ADS-operated 
vehicle remains on the scene of the accident as otherwise required by law. 


History. Law Reviews. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 79; T.C.A., § 59-1002; Civil Procedure and Evidence — Tennessee 
Acts 1984, ch. 758, § 2; 1988, ch. 788, § 1; Survey 1970 (Jerry J. Phillips), 38 Tenn. L. Rev. 
1989, ch. 263, § 1; 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2015, 497. 
ch. 523,§ 1; 2017, ch.:474, §,.10; 2018, ch. 555, 

§ 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A and B misdemeanors, 
§ 40-35-111. 


55-10-103. Duty to give information and render aid. 


(a) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or 
death of any person or damage to any vehicle that is driven or attended by any 
person shall give the driver’s name, address and the registration number of the 
vehicle the driver is driving, and shall, upon request and if available, exhibit 
that driver’s operator’s or chauffeur’s license, or driver license, to the person 
struck or the driver or occupant of or person attending any vehicle collided 
with, and shall render to any person injured in the accident reasonable 
assistance, including the carrying, or the making of arrangements for the 
carrying, of the person to a physician, surgeon or hospital for medical or 
surgical treatment if it is apparent that treatment is necessary or if carrying 
is requested by the injured person. 

(b) The requirements in subsection (a) shall apply to accidents occurring 
upon highways and the premises of any shopping center, trailer park or any 
apartment house complex, or any other premises that are generally frequented 
by the public at large. 

(c) With respect to an ADS-operated vehicle, as defined by § 55-30-102, the 
requirements of subsection (a) are satisfied if the motor vehicle’s owner, or a 
person on behalf of the motor vehicle’s owner, promptly contacts a law 
enforcement officer or agency to report the accident and the ADS-operated 
vehicle remains on the scene of the accident as otherwise required by law. 


History. Textbooks. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 80; T.C.A., § 59-1003; Tennessee Criminal Practice and Procedure 
Acts 1988, ch. 788, § 1; 2017, ch. 474, § 10. (Raybin), § 28.119. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Constitutionality. the U.S. Const., amend. 5. Trail v. State, 552 
Requiring a driver involved in a collision to S.W.2d 757, 1976 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 305 

stop and give his name pursuant to this section (Tenn. Crim. App. 1976). 

does not violate the self-incrimination clause of 


55-10-104. Duty upon striking unattended vehicles. 


(a) The driver of any vehicle that collides with any unattended vehicle shall 
immediately stop and shall then and there either locate and notify the operator 
or owner of that vehicle of the name and address of the driver and owner of the 
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vehicle striking the unattended vehicle, or shall leave in a conspicuous place in 
the vehicle struck a written notice giving the name and address of the driver 
and of the owner of the vehicle doing the striking and a statement of the 
circumstances thereof. Written notices prepared pursuant to this section shall 
include information pertaining to the insurance policy, including the name of 
the insurer, of the driver and of the owner of the vehicle. If the driver and the 
owner have a certificate of compliance with the Tennessee Financial Respon- 
sibility Law of 1977, compiled in chapter 12 of this title, issued by the 
commissioner of safety, a copy of the certificate shall be included in the written 
notice. 

(b) The requirements in subsection (a) shall apply to accidents occurring 
upon highways and the premises of any shopping center, trailer park or any 
apartment house complex, or any other premises that are generally frequented 
by the public at large. 

(c) With respect to an ADS-operated vehicle, as defined by § 55-30-102, the 
requirements of subsection (a) are satisfied if the motor vehicle’s owner, or a 
person on behalf of the motor vehicle’s owner, promptly contacts a law 
enforcement officer or agency to report the accident and the ADS-operated 
vehicle remains on the scene of the accident as otherwise required by law. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 81; T.C.A., § 59-1004; 
Acts 1988, ch. 788, § 1; 2007, ch. 139, § 2; 
2017, ch. 474, § 10. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2007, ch. 139, § 4 provided that the 
provisions of the act only apply as new accident 


report forms are obtained by law enforcement 
agencies. Nothing in the act shall be construed 
to require the disposal of existing accident 
report forms. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Law of Evidence (2nd ed., Cohen, 
Paine and Sheppeard), § 500.21. 


55-10-105. Duty upon striking fixtures — ADS-operated vehicle. 


(a) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in 
damage to fixtures or other property legally upon or adjacent to a highway or 
on the premises of any shopping center, trailer park or any apartment house 
complex, or any other premises that are generally frequented by the public at 
large, shall take reasonable steps to locate and notify the owner or person in 
charge of the property of that fact, the driver’s name, address, and the 
registration number of the vehicle that the driver was driving, and shall, upon 
request and if available, exhibit the driver’s operator’s or chauffeur’s license, or 
driver license, and shall make report of the accident when and as required in 
§ 55-10-107. 

(b) With respect to an ADS-operated vehicle, as defined by § 55-30-102, the 
requirements of subsection (a) are satisfied if the motor vehicle’s owner, or a 
person on behalf of the motor vehicle’s owner, promptly contacts a law 
enforcement officer or agency to report the accident and the ADS-operated 
vehicle remains on the scene of the accident as otherwise required by law. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 82; T.C.A., § 59-1005; 
Acts 1988, ch. 788, § 2; 2017, ch. 474, § 11. 
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55-10-106. Immediate notice of accident. 


(a) The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or 
death of any person or property damage to an apparent extent of fifty dollars 
($50.00) or more shall immediately, by the quickest means of communication, 
give notice of the accident to the local police department if the accident occurs 
within a municipality, otherwise to the office of the county sheriff or the 
nearest office of the state highway patrol. 

(b) The requirements in subsection (a) shall apply to accidents occurring 
upon highways and the premises of any shopping center, trailer park or any 
apartment house complex, or any other premises that are generally frequented 
by the public at large. 

(c) With respect to an ADS-operated vehicle, as defined by § 55-30-102, the 
requirements of subsection (a) are satisfied if the motor vehicle’s owner, or a 
person on behalf of the motor vehicle’s owner, promptly contacts a law 
enforcement officer or agency to report the accident and the ADS-operated 
vehicle remains on the scene of the accident as otherwise required by law. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 83; T.C.A., § 59-1006; 
Acts 1988, ch. 788, § 1; 2017, ch. 474, § 10. 


55-10-107. Written report of accident. 


(a)(1) The driver of a vehicle that is in any manner involved in an accident 
resulting in bodily injury to or death to any person, or in which damage to 
the property of any one (1) person, including the driver’s, in excess of one 
thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) is sustained, shall within twenty (20) 
days after the accident, forward a written report of the accident to the 
department of safety; provided, that persons making written reports to the 
department pursuant to § 55-12-104 shall not be required to make any 

additional report pursuant to this section, § 55-10-109 or § 55-10-111. 

(2) If an accident results in damage to state or local government property 
in excess of four hundred dollars ($400), then the driver of the vehicle 
involved in the accident shall file a written report in accordance with 
subdivision (a)(1). 

(b) The requirements in subsection (a) shall apply to accidents occurring 
upon highways and the premises of any shopping center, trailer park or any 
apartment house complex, or any other premises that are generally frequented 
by the public at large. 

(c) Written reports prepared pursuant to this section shall include informa- 
tion pertaining to the insurance policy, including the name of the insurer, of the 
driver and of the owner of the vehicle. If the driver and the owner have a 
certificate of compliance with the Tennessee Financial Responsibility Law of 
1977, compiled in chapter 12 of this title, issued by the commissioner of safety, 
a copy of the certificate shall be included in the written notice. 

(d) With respect to an ADS-operated vehicle, as defined by § 55-30-102, the 
written reports required under subsection (a) must be completed by the 
vehicle’s owner. 
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History. provisions of the act only apply as new accident 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 84; 1967, ch. 106, § 1; report forms are obtained by law enforcement 
T.C.A., § 59-1007; Acts 1986, ch. 842, § 6; agencies. Nothing in the act shall be construed 
1988, ch. 788, § 1; 1989, ch. 263, § 2; 2007, ch. to require the disposal of existing accident 
139, § 3; 2017, ch. 474, § 12; 2018, ch. 555, report forms. 


§§ 2, 6. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2007, ch. 139, § 4 provided that the 


55-10-108. Additional information — Request for copy of report — 
Reports open to public inspection — Prohibited uses. 


(a) The department may require any driver of a vehicle involved in an 
accident of which report must be made as provided in this section to file 
supplemental reports whenever the original report is insufficient in the 
opinion of the department and may require witnesses of accidents to render 
reports to the department. 

(b)(1) Every law enforcement officer who, in the regular course of duty, 

investigates a motor vehicle accident, whether the accident has occurred on 

a highway within this state or on privately owned real property, either at the 

time of and at the scene of the accident or thereafter, by interviewing the 

participants or witnesses, shall, within seven (7) calendar days after 
completing the investigation, forward a report of the accident to the 
department, and a copy thereof shall be kept in the various district offices of 
the Tennessee highway patrol. Any motor vehicle officer investigating any 
accident, at the time of and at the scene of the accident, may have the parties 
exchange insurance information, which would include the name of each 
party’s insurance company and the location of an agency of the insurance 
company. Reports prepared by a law enforcement officer shall include 
information pertaining to the insurance policy, including the name of the 

insurance company, if known, of each person involved in the accident. If a 

person has a certificate of compliance with the Tennessee Financial Respon- 

sibility Law of 1977, compiled in chapter 12 of this title, issued by the 
commissioner of safety, a copy of the certificate shall be included in the 
report. 

(2) Every law enforcement officer who, in the regular course of duty, 
investigates a motor vehicle accident that occurs on a road or highway in 
Tennessee, including federal interstates and defense highways, shall note on 
the report of the accident if physical barriers are present at the site of such 
motor vehicle accident. 

(c) Whenever an accident occurs involving operators of railroad locomotives, 
law enforcement officers making reports of such accidents shall enter the 
operating permit number issued by the employing railroad instead of the 
operator’s motor vehicle license number. 

(d) Upon written request to the commissioner of safety in Nashville by the 
driver or owner of a vehicle involved in such an accident, or the driver’s or 
owner’s agent or legal representative, a copy of any report of a motor vehicle 
accident investigated by the department shall be forwarded to the requesting 
party, the written request to be accompanied by four dollars ($4.00) which shall 
be expendable receipts of the department. Except for personally identifying 
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information described in § 10-7-504(a)(31), the report under subsection (b) 
shall not be considered confidential within the meaning of § 55-10-114(a). 
Copies of any reports of a motor vehicle accident investigated by the depart- 
ment that are on file in the various district offices of the Tennessee highway 
patrol shall be made available for inspection by the parties set forth in this 
subsection (d), and may be obtained from the station by paying the fee of four 
dollars ($4.00). 

(e) The department of safety shall monitor reports of accidents forwarded to 
the department by law enforcement agencies to ensure that the reports are 
being forwarded timely. The department shall notify any law enforcement 
agency that fails consistently to forward the reports within seven (7) calendar 
days pursuant to subsection (b). 

(f)(1) Any report of a motor vehicle accident investigated by the department 

or prepared pursuant to subsection (b) is open to public inspection as a public 

record under the public records laws compiled in title 10, chapter 7, with the 
exception of personally identifying information as_ provided in 

§ 10-7-504(a)(31). 

(2) It is a Class B misdemeanor, punishable only by fine of two thousand 
five hundred dollars ($2,500) per occurrence for any person to knowingly use 
the report or information contained in the report for solicitation that is 
prohibited by a standard of conduct or practice of any profession licensed by 
this state. Any person requesting the disclosure of personally identifying 
information who misrepresents that person’s identity or makes a false 
statement on any request submitted pursuant to this chapter commits a 
Class B misdemeanor, punishable only by a fine of two thousand five 
hundred dollars ($2,500) per occurrence. 

(g) A person who holds a professional license regulated by the executive 
branch of this state who uses information obtained pursuant to this section in 
violation of a statute, code of professional ethics, or rule of professional conduct 
applicable to that person commits a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by fine 
only of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) per occurrence. 

(h) In addition to any other remedies, a person whose personally identifying 
information is obtained in violation of subdivision (f)(2) or subsection (g) may 
bring a private right of action individually to recover actual damages against 
the person or entity committing such violation. The trial court may award a 
civil penalty up to two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) per act or 
occurrence against such person or entity. The action may be brought in a court 
of competent jurisdiction in the county where the alleged violation took place 
or in the county in which the plaintiff resides. Upon a determination of a 
violation by the trier of fact, the court may award the plaintiff reasonable 
attorneys’ fees and costs. The private right of action provided in this subsection 
(h) does not apply to contact by persons or entities allowed to obtain personally 
identifying information pursuant to § 10-7-504(a)(31)(B) or other applicable 
law. 

(i)(1) As used in this subsection (i): 

(A) “Accident response service fee” means a fee imposed for the re- 
sponse or investigation by a law enforcement agency of a motor vehicle 
accident; and 
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(B) “Entity” includes a governmental entity or agency or a department 


of a governmental entity. 


(2) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, no person or entity 
shall impose an accident response service fee on or from an insurance 
company, the driver or owner of a motor vehicle, or any other person. 
Nothing in this part prevents any county, municipality or other local 
government from billing an insurance company, the driver or owner of a 
motor vehicle, or any other person for ambulance services provided in 
response to or in conjunction with emergency response to motor vehicle 


accidents. 


History. 

Acts, 1955, ch. 329;.§ 85; 1963, ch. 217, °§ 1; 
feoiich: 200, $81, 2 1969, ch. 213. .$ 2.1973, 
ch. 348, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-1008; Acts 1986, ch. 
B42, $§.7,'8; 1993, ch. 131, §, 1; 1998, ch..886, 
§§ 1-4; 2004, ch. 757, § 1; 2007, ch. 139, § 1; 
2008, ch. 651, § 1; 2008, ch. 681, §§ 1, 2; 2012, 
ch. 531, §§ 1-6; 2012, ch. 1108, § 1; 2019, ch. 
111, §§ 2-5. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2007, ch. 139, § 4 provided that the 
provisions of the act only apply as new accident 
report forms are obtained by law enforcement 
agencies. Nothing in the act shall be construed 
to require the disposal. of existing accident 
report forms. 

Acts 2012, ch. 1108, § 2 provided that the 
act, which added (b)(2), shall only apply as new 
accident report forms are obtained by law en- 
forcement agencies. Nothing in the act shall be 
construed to require the disposal of existing 
accident report forms. 


Cross-References. 
Confidentiality of public records, § 10-7-504. 
Penalty for Class B misdemeanors, § 40-35- 
ue f, 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 37. 


Law Reviews. 
Discovery and Admissibility of Accident Re- 
ports (Donald F. Paine), 27 Tenn. B.J. 25. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Confidentiality of reports, OAG 96-148, 1996 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 175 (12/20/96). 

Maintenance of reports, OAG 96-148, 1996 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 175 (12/20/96). 

Constitutionality of prohibitions on commer- 
cial use of public information, OAG 98-091, 
1998 Tenn. AG LEXIS 91 (4/15/98). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Admissibility. 

Investigating officer’s report of traffic acci- 
dent made under subsection (b) to effect that no 
improper driving was involved in accident in 
which boy was struck fell under the provisions 


of § 55-10-114(b) and was inadmissible in 
wrongful death action arising out of such acci- 
dent. McBee v. Williams, 56 Tenn. App. 232, 405 
S.W.2d 668, 1966 Tenn. App. LEXIS 222 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1966). 


55-10-109. When driver unable to report. 


(a) An accident report is not required under this part from any person who 
is physically incapable of making a report during the period of the incapacity. 

(b) Whenever the driver of a vehicle is physically incapable of giving an 
immediate notice of an accident as required in § 55-10-106, and there was 
another occupant in the vehicle at the time of the accident capable of doing so, 
the occupant shall make or cause to be given the notice not given by the driver. 

(c) Whenever the driver is physically incapable of making a written report 
of an accident as required in § 55-10-107, and the driver is not the owner of the 
vehicle, then the owner of the vehicle involved in the accident shall within 
twenty (20) days after learning of the accident make the report not made by the 
driver. 
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History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 86; T.C.A., § 59-1009; 
Acts 1986, ch. 842, § 9. 


55-10-110. False reports. 


Any person who gives information reports as required in §§ 55-10-107 — 
55-10-109, knowing or having reason to believe that the information is false, 
commits a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 87; T.C.A., § 59-1010; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. pe Ge 


55-10-111. Accident report forms — Penalty for failure to report. 


(a) The department shall advise all suitable agencies or individuals re- 
quired to submit accident reports the appropriate method to submit such 
report. The reports to be made by persons involved in accidents and by 
investigating officers shall call for sufficiently detailed information to disclose 
with reference to a traffic accident the cause, conditions then existing, and the 
persons and vehicles involved. 

(b) Every accident report required to be made by a law enforcement officer 
shall be transmitted to the department in an electronic format approved and 
according to the standards established by the department. The report shall 
contain all of the information required therein unless not available. All other 
accident reports shall be transmitted to the department on appropriate forms 
approved by the department. 

(c) The commissioner may suspend the license or permit to drive and any 
nonresident operating privileges of any person failing to report an accident as 
herein provided until the report has been filed, and the commissioner may 
extend the suspension for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days. A person 
failing to make a required report commits a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 88; T.C.A., § 59-1011; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1986, ch. 842, § 10; 1989, ch. 591, § 113; = 111. 
2012, ch. 631,’ $817) 8: 


55-10-112. Coroner’s report. 


Every coroner or other official performing like functions shall on or before 
the tenth day of each month report in writing to the department the death of 
any person within the coroner’s or other official’s jurisdiction during the 
preceding calendar month as the result of a traffic accident, giving the time 
and place of the accident and the circumstances relating thereto. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 89; T.C.A., § 59-1012: 


55-10-113. Garages to report. 


The person in charge of any garage or repair shop, to which is brought any - 
motor vehicle that shows evidence of having been involved in an accident of 
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which report must be made as provided in § 55-10-1077, or of having been 
struck by any bullet, shall report to the department within twenty-four (24) 
hours after the motor vehicle is received, giving the engine number, registra- 


tion number, and the name and address of the owner or operator of the vehicle. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 90; T.C.A., § 59-1018. 


55-10-114. Public inspection of reports relating to accidents. 


(a) All accident reports made by any person or by garages shall be without 
prejudice to the individual so reporting, and shall be for the confidential use of 
the department or other state agencies having use of the records for accident 
prevention purposes, or for the administration of the laws of this state relating 
to the deposit of security and proof of financial responsibility by persons 
driving or the owners of motor vehicles, except that the department may 
disclose the identity of a person involved in an accident when the identity is not 
otherwise known or when the person denies having been present at the 
accident. 

(b) No reports or information mentioned in this section shall be used as 
evidence in any trial, civil or criminal, arising out of an accident, except that 
the department shall furnish upon demand of any party to the trial, or upon 
demand of any court, a certificate showing that a specified accident report has 
or has not been made to the department in compliance with law. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 91; T.C.A., § 59-1014. 


Cross-References. 
Confidentiality of public records, § 10-7-504. 


Textbooks. 

Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 37. 

Tennessee Law of Evidence (2nd ed., Cohen, 
Paine and Sheppeard), § 501.21; Rule 803(5); 
Rule 803(5).4; Rule 803(8); § 803(8).3. 


Law Reviews. 

The Federal Influence on the Tennessee 
Hearsay Rule (Alfred H. Knight, III), 57 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 117 (1989). 


Attorney General Opinions. 
Confidentiality of reports, OAG 96-148, 1996 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 175 (12/20/96). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Admissibility of Report. 

Investigating officer’s report of traffic acci- 
dent made under § 55-10-108(b) to effect that 
no improper driving was involved in accident in 
which boy was struck fell under the provisions 


of subsection (b) and was inadmissible in 
wrongful death action arising out of such acci- 
dent. McBee v. Williams, 56 Tenn. App. 232, 405 
S.W.2d 668, 1966 Tenn. App. LEXIS 222 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1966). 


55-10-115. Department to tabulate and analyze accident reports. 


(a) The department shall prepare and shall upon request supply to police, 
coroners, sheriffs and other suitable agencies or individuals, forms for accident 
reports calling for sufficiently detailed information to disclose with reference to 
a highway accident the cause, conditions then existing, and the persons and 

vehicle involved, as provided in § 55-10-111. 

_ (b) The department shall receive accident reports required to be made by 
this part and may tabulate and analyze those reports and publish annually, or 
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at more frequent intervals, statistical information based thereon as to the 
number, cause and location of highway accidents. 

(c) Based upon its findings after this analysis, the department may conduct 
further necessary detailed research to more fully determine the cause and 
control of highway accidents. It may further conduct experimental field tests 
within areas of the state from time to time to prove the practicability of various 
ideas advanced in traffic control and accident prevention. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 92; T.C.A., § 59-1015. 


55-10-116. Railroad locomotive engineers — Display of operator per- 
mits. 


Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, whenever an engineer of a railroad 
locomotive is required to show proof of identity under this title, in connection 
with operation of the locomotive, to any law enforcement officer, the engineer 
shall not be required to display an operator’s or chauffeur’s license, or driver 
license, but shall display an engineer’s operator permit instead. 


History. Locomotive engineer’s operator permit, § 65- 
Acts 1980, ch. 542, § 3. 6-134. 
Pe eee Suspension of license under implied consent 
i law, §§ 55-10-406, 55-10-407. 


Carrying permit while operating railroad lo- 
comotive required, § 65-12-115. 


55-10-117. Removal of vehicles from accident scene where no personal 
injury has occurred. 


(a) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, a motor vehicle involved in a 
traffic accident and the driver of the motor vehicle shall be subject to this 
section. 

(b) This section shall apply to any motor vehicle traffic accident that occurs 
on a divided, controlled access highway or interstate highway of this state. 

(c) When a motor vehicle traffic accident occurs with no apparent serious 
personal injury or death, the driver of each motor vehicle involved in the traffic 
accident, or any other occupant of any such motor vehicle who possesses a valid 
driver license, should remove the vehicle from the immediate confines of the 
roadway into a safe refuge on the shoulder, emergency lane, or median, or to a 
place otherwise removed from the roadway whenever, in the judgment of the 
driver, the moving of a vehicle may be done safely and the vehicle is capable of 
being normally and safely driven, does not require towing, and may be 
operated under its own power in its customary manner without further 
damage or hazard to itself, to the traffic elements, or to the roadway. The driver 
of the motor vehicle may request any person who possesses a valid driver 
license to remove the motor vehicle as provided in this section, and that person 
may comply with the request. 

(d) The driver or any other person who has removed a motor vehicle from 
the main traveled way of the road as provided in subsection (c) before the 
arrival of a law enforcement officer shall not be considered liable or at fault — 
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regarding the cause of the accident solely by reason of moving the vehicle 
pursuant to this section. 

(e) This section does not abrogate or affect a driver’s duty to file any written 
report that may be required by law, but compliance with the requirements of 
this section does not allow a driver to be prosecuted for the failure to stop and 
immediately report a traffic accident. 

(f) This section does not abrogate or affect a driver’s duty to stop and give 
information in accordance with law, nor does it relieve a law enforcement 
officer of the officer’s duty to render a report in accordance with law. 


History. 
Acts 1997, ch. 242, § 1; 2000, ch. 806, § 2. 


55-10-118. Multiple drivers in vehicle involved in an accident. 


If a motor vehicle is involved in an accident and there is more than one (1) 
driver of the motor vehicle, only the driver contributing to the accident shall be 
charged with a violation of the rules of the road compiled in chapter 8 of this 
title. 


History. 
Acts 2006, ch. 679, § 1. 


55-10-119. Detaining drivers involved in accidents involving serious 
bodily injury or death if driver does not have valid driver 
license and evidence of financial responsibility. 


An officer shall detain a driver without a warrant, as provided in § 40-7-103, 
and bring the driver before a committing magistrate if the driver: 
(1) Is involved in an accident resulting in: 
(A) Serious bodily injury, as defined in § 55-50-502; or 
(B) Death; and 
(2) Does not have a valid driver license; and 
(3) Does not have evidence of financial responsibility as required by 
§ 55-12-1389. 


History. hibited conduct occurring on or after July 1, 
Acts 2012, ch. 737, § 1. 2012. 
Compiler’s Notes. Cross-References. 


Acts 2012, ch. 737, § 5 provided that the act Grounds for arrest by officer without war- 
shall be known and may be cited as the “Ricky rant, § 40-7-103. 


Otts Act.” ; Use of citations in lieu of continued custody of 
Acts 2012, ch. 737, § 6 provided that the act, 4 arrested person, § 40-7-118. 


which enacted this section, shall apply to pro- 


55-10-120. Disclosure of information to public — Use of drugs or 
alcohol as factor in accident — Requirements. 


(a) Every law enforcement agency shall have a policy describing when law 
enforcement personnel may disclose to the public information or law enforce- 
ment records concerning the use of drugs or alcohol by a driver as a 
contributing factor in a motor vehicle accident. 

(b) The policy required by subsection (a) shall include a requirement that 
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the law enforcement agency make a good faith effort to notify the immediate 
family of those involved in the motor vehicle accident of the presence of drugs 
or alcohol as a contributing factor before such information may be made 
available to the public. 


History. which enacted this section, took effect July 1, 
Acts 2016, ch. 756, § 1. 2016, and shall apply to motor vehicle accidents 


i fi h : 
Compiler’s Notes. occurring on or after that date 


Acts 2016, ch. 756, § 2 provided that the act, 


PART 2 
CRIMES 


55-10-201. Parties to a crime. 


Every person who commits, attempts to commit, conspires to commit, or aids 
or abets in the commission of any act declared in chapter 8 or parts 1-5 of this 
chapter to be a crime, whether individually or in connection with one (1) or 
more other persons, or as a principal, agent or accessory, is guilty of the offense, 
and every person who falsely, fraudulently, forcibly or willfully induces, causes, 
coerces, requires, permits or directs another to violate any provision of chapter 
8 or parts 1-5 of this chapter is likewise guilty of the offense. 


History. Law Reviews. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 98; T.C.A., § 59-1016. Criminal Law and Procedure — 1962 Tennes- 
see Survey (Robert E. Kendrick), 16 Vand. L. 


Cross-References. 
Authority of a police officer to arrest without 
a warrant, § 40-7-103. 


Rev. 712. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Aiding and Abetting. person and permitted such person to drive 
Owner of automobile was guilty of drunken knowing him to be drunk. Williams v. State, 


driving even though he was neither drunk nor 209 Tenn. 208, 352 S.W.2d 230, 1961 Tenn. 
driving the automobile where he was presentin LEXIS 368 (1961). 
the front seat of the automobile with drunken 


55-10-202. Offenses by persons owning or controlling vehicles. 


(a) It is unlawful for the owner, or any other person, employing or otherwise 
directing the driver of any vehicle to require or knowingly to permit the 
operation of the vehicle upon a highway in any manner contrary to law. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 94; T.C.A., § 59-1017; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, $ 118. Vit; 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Evidence. Crim. App. LEXIS 193 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1989), 
Evidence was sufficient to support conviction. appeal denied, 1989 Tenn. LEXIS 295 (Tenn. 
State v. Eakins, 776 S.W.2d 134, 1989 Tenn. June 5, 1989). 
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55-10-203. When arrested person must be taken before a magistrate — 
Admission to bail. 


(a) Whenever any person is arrested for a violation of chapter 8 or parts 1-5 
of this chapter, the arrested person shall be taken without unnecessary delay 
before a magistrate or judge within the county in which the offense charged is 
alleged to have been committed, who has jurisdiction of the offense and is 
nearest or most accessible with reference to the place where the arrest is made, 
in any of the following cases: 

(1) When a person arrested demands an immediate appearance before a 
magistrate or judge; 

(2) When the person is arrested upon a charge of criminally negligent 
homicide, voluntary manslaughter or murder; 

(3) When the person is arrested upon a charge of driving while under the 
influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotic drugs; 

(4) When the person is arrested upon a charge of failure to stop in the 
event of an accident causing death, personal injury or damage to property; 
and 

(5) In any other event when the person arrested refuses to give written 
promise to appear in court as hereinafter provided. 

(b) Any person arrested and charged with violating any provision of chap- 
ters 8 and 9 of this title or §$ 55-10-103 — 55-10-310 who is taken before a 
magistrate or judge as provided in subsection (a) shall be admitted to bail by 
_ posting a cash bond, but in no case shall the cash bond exceed the maximum 
fine and costs for the offense or offenses for which the defendant is charged. 


History. Hit and run accidents, § 55-10-101. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 96; 1976, ch. 697, § 1; 
T.C.A., § 59-1018; Acts 1980, ch. 815, §§ 1,2; Textbooks. 


2013, ch. 308, § 44. Tennessee Criminal Practice and Procedure 
(Raybin), §§ 3.4, 3.11, 19.63. 
Cross-References. Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
Admission to bail, title 40, ch. 11, part 1. tomobiles, § 33. 
Alcohol and drug related offenses, title 55, ch. 
10, part 4. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Effect of Noncompliance. fendant is prejudiced by it. State v. Campbell, 
The failure to bring the defendant before a 641 S.W.2d 890, 1982 Tenn. LEXIS 438 (Tenn. 
magistrate has no consequence unless the de- 1982). 


55-10-204. [legal cancellation of traffic citation — Audit of citation 
records. 


(a) Any person who cancels or solicits the cancellation of any traffic citation, 
in any manner other than as provided in this chapter, commits a Class C 
misdemeanor. 

(b) Every record of traffic citations required in chapter 8 and parts 1-5 of this 
chapter shall be audited by the appropriate fiscal officer of the governmental 
agency to which the traffic-enforcement agency is responsible, within the time 
prescribed for the audit of other officers of the agency. 
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Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
1th 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 102; T.C.A., § 59-1022; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118. 


55-10-205. Reckless driving. 


(a) Any person who drives any vehicle in willful or wanton disregard for the 
safety of persons or property commits reckless driving. 

(b) A person commits an offense of reckless driving who drives a motorcycle 
with the front tire raised off the ground in willful and wanton disregard for the 
safety of persons or property on any public street, highway, alley, parking lot, 
or driveway, or on the premises of any shopping center, trailer park, apartment 
house complex, or any other premises that are generally frequented by the 
public at large; provided, that the offense of reckless driving for driving a 
motorcycle with the front tire raised off the ground shall not be applicable to 
persons riding in a parade, at a speed not to exceed thirty miles per hour (30 
mph), if the person is eighteen (18) years of age or older. 

(c)(1) Any motor vehicle operator who knowingly ignores a clearly visible 
and adequate flood warning sign or barricade and drives into a road area 
that is actually flooded commits reckless driving. In addition to the penalties 
imposed pursuant to subsection (d), the court may order the operator to pay 
restitution to defray the taxpayer cost of any rescue efforts related to such 
violation. 

(2) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section, which 
must be proven by a preponderance of the evidence, that the operator’s 
driving through the flood warning sign or barricade was necessitated by a 
bona fide emergency. 

(3) This subsection (c) shall not apply to an emergency vehicle. “Emer- 
gency vehicle” means a vehicle of a governmental department or public 
service corporation when responding to any emergency, or any vehicle of a 
police or fire department, or any ambulance. 

(d)(1) A violation of this section is a Class B misdemeanor. 

(2) In addition to the penalty authorized by subdivision (d)(1), the court 
shall assess a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) to be collected as provided in 
§ 55-10-412(b) and distributed as provided in § 55-10-412(c). 


History. 


Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 57; T.C.A., § 59-858; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 112; 2007, ch. 308, § 1; 
2008, ch. 986, § 1; 2012, ch. 1048, § 1; 2013, ch. 
154, §§ 55, 56. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2008, ch 986, § 3 provided that the act, 
which added subsection (c), shall apply to all 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2008. 


Cross-References. 
Applicability of criminal injuries fund, § 40- 
24-107. 


Penalty for Class B misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Nee 


Violation deemed habitual offender offense, 
§ 55-10-6083. 


Textbooks. 

Tennessee Forms (Robinson, Ramsey and 
Harwell), 1-8-2, 1-8-5, 1-8.05-1. 

Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 2, 9, 32, 35, 38. 


Law Reviews. 
Torts — 1964 Tennessee Survey (Dix W. 
Noel), 18 Vand. L. Rev. 1263. 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Purpose. 

. Reasonable Care. 

. Lesser Included Offense. 

. Criminal Liability. 
—Proof Required. 
—Evidence. 

. —Indictment. 

. —Directed Verdict. 

. Civil Actions. 

10. —Degrees of Negligence. 
11. —Guest. 

12. —Questions for Jury. 

13. —Consideration of Vehicle’s Speed. 
14. Instructions to Jury. 

15. —Malum In Se. 


WOWMDNBHTNIRWN-E 


1. Purpose. 
T.C.A. § 55-10-205’s purpose is to punish th 
act of driving when that driving disregards the 
safety of persons or property. State v. Gilboy, 
857 S.W.2d 884, 1993 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 

264 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1993). 


2. Reasonable Care. 

Motorist has a right to assume that his 
passage will not be blocked by the illegal park- 
ing or stopping of another vehicle and is not 
required to maintain such control of his vehicle 
as to stop before striking an obstruction which 
he has a right to assume will not be there and 
the question of reasonable care on the part of 
such motorist is one of fact dependent upon the 
particular circumstances. Fontaine vy. Mason 
Dixon Freight Lines, 49 Tenn. App. 598, 357 
S.W.2d 631, 1961 Tenn. App. LEXIS 127 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1961). 

In personal injury action arising out of auto- 
mobile-bus collision, allegation that bus was 
being driven 65 miles per hour in 55 mile an 
hour zone when bus driver spotted car even if 
true could not be regarded as proximate cause 
of accident where immediate cause of collision 
was sudden, reckless and unexpected entry of 
car driven by intoxicated driver onto highway 
and bus driver could not possibly have spotted 
car more than a few feet before he did. Garrett 
v. McConkey, 62 Tenn. App. 591, 466 S.W.2d 
498, 1970 Tenn. App. LEXIS 287 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1970). 


3. Lesser Included Offense. 

Reckless driving is not a lesser included 
offense of driving while under the influence. 
Ray v. State, 563 S.W.2d 218, 1977 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 264 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1977). 

Where defendant went to trial on a warrant 
charging him with driving under the influence 
of an intoxicant, it was error to allow the 
warrant to be amended to the charge of offense 
of reckless driving. Ray v. State, 563 S.W.2d 


218, 1977 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 264 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 1977). 


4, Criminal Liability. 

Willful or wanton disregard for the safety of 
persons or property is the essential element of 
the offense of reckless driving and is more than 
mere driving at a speed or in a manner to 
endanger or be likely to endanger the limb or 
property of a person. Burgess v. State, 212 
Tenn. 315, 369 S.W.2d 731, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 
424 (1963). 

Conviction for three separate offenses of 
reckless driving arising out of one act of driv- 
ing, the act of driving a truck into the path of an 
oncoming train, could not stand. State v. Gilboy, 
857 S.W.2d 884, 1993 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 
264 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1993). 


5. —Proof Required. 

In order to sustain conviction for involuntary 
manslaughter on charges of operation of an 
automobile in a careless, negligent, reckless 
and unlawful manner and at an excessive rate 
of speed, proof is required that defendant vio- 
lated the highway statutes and did so con- 
sciously or under circumstances which would 
charge a reasonable and prudent man with 
appreciation of the fact and anticipation of 
consequences injurious or fatal to others. 
Cordell v. State, 209 Tenn. 219, 352 S.W.2d 234, 
1961 Tenn. LEXIS 428 (1961). 


6. —Evidence. 

Speed of 120 miles per hour, on a highway 
with hills and curves, is sufficient to sustain a 
conviction of reckless driving. State v. Wilkins, 
654 S.W.2d 678, 1983 Tenn. LEXIS 693 (Tenn. 
1983). 

The evidence was sufficient to allow a ratio- 
nal trier of fact to find the defendant guilty of 
vehicular homicide and reckless driving beyond 
a reasonable doubt. State v. Hornsby, 858 
S.W.2d 892, 1993 Tenn. LEXIS 279 (Tenn. 
1993). 


7. —Indictment. 

An act of driving which disregards the safety 
of several distinct persons or properties still 
constitutes one offense of reckless driving un- 
der T.C.A. § 55-10-205. State v. Gilboy, 857 
S.W.2d 884, 1993 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 264 
(Tenn. Crim. App. 1993). 


8. —Directed Verdict. 

In an action for damages for injuries, 
grounded on common law negligence and viola- 
tion of this reckless driving statute, the trial 
court erred in directing the jury, at close of 
plaintiffs’ proof to render a verdict for defen- 
dant; evidence on the question of whether the 
defendant-motorist failed to look ahead and to 
see what he should have seen and whether this 
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was the proximate cause of the collision when a 
nine year old boy rode his bicycle from a private 
driveway onto the highway into the side of 
defendant’s automobile, was for the jury. Lowe 
v. Irvin, 52 Tenn. App. 356, 373 S.W.2d 623, 
1963 Tenn. App. LEXIS 100 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1963). 


9. Civil Actions. 


10. —Degrees of Negligence. 

Driver of automobile who made right turn 
out of center of three lanes without looking to 
rear but after signaling and under mistaken 
impression that third lane was for emergency 
and parking only was guilty of negligence per 
se but was not barred from recovery against 
truck driver who was guilty of gross negligence 
in striking automobile in rear while driving 
truck with 20 to 25 ton load through school zone 
at 40 to 45 miles per hour without proper 
lookout and without having truck under proper 
control. Bennett v. Woodard, 60 Tenn. App. 20, 
444 §.W.2d 89, 1969 Tenn. App. LEXIS 304 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1969). 


11. —Guest. 

A passenger or guest may be excused from 
giving warning or remonstrance to driver 
where the emergency comes suddenly or where 
there is a sudden collision not immediately to 
be anticipated. Marsh v. Parton, 61 Tenn. App. 
416, 454 S.W.2d 385, 1969 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
293 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1969). 

Where a driver is proceeding at a lawful and 
proper rate of speed and is driving in a prudent 
and proper manner, guest may rely on fact that 
he will continue to do so; and if the driver 
suddenly commits some act of negligence before 
guest has time to protest or give warning, the 
act of negligence on part of driver may not be 
imputable to guest. Marsh vy. Parton, 61 Tenn. 
App. 416, 454 S.W.2d 385, 1969 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 293 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1969). 


12. —Questions for Jury. 

In wrongful death action arising out of colli- 
sion of automobiles, if it could be said that there 
was evidence of reckless driving from condi- 
tions and positions of the two vehicles after the 
accident, conclusions to be drawn therefrom 
were for the jury. Arnett v. Fuston, 53 Tenn. 
App. 24, 378 S,W.2d 425, 1963 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 127 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1963). 

In personal injury action arising out of auto- 
mobile accident, it was for jury to determine 
whether traveling through a populated section 
of town at 45 miles per hour along a street with 
a 30 mile speed sign and proceeding in the 
center of the road rather than on the proper 
right-hand side with so little control over the 
automobile that it skidded 95 feet and ended up 
on the wrong side of the road constituted a 
violation of this section. Thomas v. Harper, 53 
Tenn. App. 549, 385 S.W.2d 130, 1964 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 122 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1964). 
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Under the proof in a personal injury action by 
pedestrian against motorist alleging common 
law negligence and violation of traffic statutes 
and ordinances, issues of negligence, contribu- 
tory negligence and proximate cause presented 
questions of fact to be determined by jury under 
a charge of applicable law by the court. Womble 
v. Walker, 216 Tenn. 27, 390 S.W.2d 208, 1965 
Tenn. LEXIS 556 (1965). 


13. —Consideration of Vehicle’s Speed. 

It is within the discretion of the finder of fact 
to consider that a motor vehicle’s speed can be 
so fast as to constitute willful and wanton 
disregard for persons or property. Bowers v. 
Thompson, 688 S.W.2d 827, 1984 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 3312 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1984). 


14. Instructions to Jury. 

It was error for judge to instruct jury on 
willful and wanton misconduct where there 
was no evidence in the record tending to prove 
such conduct, however such error was harmless 
in view of the fact that court instructed jury 
that proximate contributory cause was a com- 
plete defense to the action and there was no 
charge on punitive damages and thus defen- 
dant was not deprived of its defense. Westmo- 
reland v. Memphis Transit Co., 305 F.2d 71, 
1962 U.S. App. LEXIS 4615 (6th Cir. Tenn. 
1962). 

Where, in charge to jury, trial court properly 
specified the character of conduct required to 
sustain conviction for involuntary manslaugh- 
ter in operation of a motor vehicle but improp- 
erly quoted this section and omitted provision 
relating to willful or wanton disregard for life 
or property from the definition of reckless driv- 
ing, conviction for involuntary manslaughter 
was reversed. Burgess v. State, 212 Tenn. 315, 
369 S.W.2d 731, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 424 (1963). 

In action for damages from automobile acci- 
dent, where there was no evidence of willful 
and wanton misconduct on the part of the 
defendant, it was error to read this section to 
the jury. Sampley v. Aulabaugh, 589 S.W.2d 
666, 1979 Tenn. App. LEXIS 357 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1979). 

The physical facts rule was not applicable to 
a vehicular homicide and reckless driving case, 
where the physical evidence at the accident 
scene could support either the defendant’s or 
the state’s version of the accident; thus, a 
rational trier of fact could have found the 
defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. 
State v. Hornsby, 858 S.W.2d 892, 1993 Tenn. 
LEXIS 279 (Tenn. 1993). 


15. —Malum In Se. 

The driving of a motor vehicle in willful or 
wanton disregard for safety of persons or prop- 
erty is malum in se. Farr v. State, 591 S.W.2d 
449, 1979 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 293 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 1979). 
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55-10-206. Off-road vehicles — Prohibited acts — Penalties. 


(a) For the purposes of this section, “motor vehicle” means any motor vehicle 
as defined in § 55-1-103, which possesses a four-wheel drive capability and 
that is designed and suitable for operation off the highway on natural terrain. 

(b) It is unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle on private 
property for the purposes of testing or demonstrating driving skills or 
ascertaining certain vehicle endurance factors, unless the consent of the owner 
or person in control of the property has been granted for the activities. The 
driving skills and vehicle endurance factors include, but are not limited to, 
cross-country driving, drag racing or testing the motor vehicle’s capabilities 
over natural, rough or muddy terrain. 

(c) Any person found guilty of a violation of this section shall be fined not 
less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) 
and, in the discretion of the court, the person’s driver license shall be subject 
to suspension for six (6) months. 


History. 
Acts 1980, ch. 775, 8§ 1, 2. 


55-10-207. Traffic citation in lieu of arrest. 


(a) As used in this section, “traffic citation” means a written citation or an 

electronic citation prepared by a law enforcement officer on paper or on an 

_ electronic data device with the intent the citation shall be filed, electronically 

_ or otherwise, with a court having jurisdiction over the alleged offense. 

_ (b)(1) Whenever a person is arrested for a violation of any provision of 
chapter 8, 9, 10 or 50 of this title or § 55-12-139, or chapter 52, part 2 of this 
title, punishable as a misdemeanor, and the person is not required to be 
taken before a magistrate or judge as provided in § 55-10-2038, the arresting 
officer shall issue a traffic citation to the person in lieu of arrest, continued 
custody and the taking of the arrested person before a magistrate, except as 
provided in subsection (h). 

(2) Alaw enforcement officer at the scene of a traffic accident may issue a 
traffic citation to the driver or drivers of any vehicles involved in the accident 
when, based on personal investigation, the officer has reasonable and 
probable grounds to believe that the person or persons have committed an 
offense under chapter 8, 9, 10 or 50 of this title. 

(3) Whenever a person is arrested for a violation of any provision of 
chapter 4, part 4 of this title that is punishable as a misdemeanor, the 
arresting officer may issue a traffic citation to the person in lieu of arrest, 
continued custody and the taking of the arrested person before a magistrate. 
(c)(1) The traffic citation shall demand the person cited to appear in court at 
a stated time and it shall state the name and address of the person cited, the 
name of the issuing officer, and the offense charged. Unless the person cited 
requests an earlier date, the time specified on the traffic citation to appear 
shall be as fixed by the arresting officer. The traffic citation shall give notice 
to the person cited that failure to appear as ordered is punishable as 
contempt of court. The person cited shall signify the acceptance of the traffic 
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citation and the agreement to appear in court as directed by signing the 

citation. An electronic signature may be used to sign a citation issued 

electronically and has the same force and effect as a written signature. 

(2) Any traffic citation prepared as a paper copy shall be executed in 
triplicate, the original to be delivered to the court specified therein, one (1) 
copy to be given to the person cited, and one (1) copy to be retained by the 
officer issuing the citation. 

(3) Replicas of traffic citation data sent by electronic transmission shall be 
sent within three (3) days of the issuance of the citation to the court having 
jurisdiction over the alleged offense. Any person issued a traffic citation 
prepared by a law enforcement officer electronically shall be provided with a 
paper copy of the traffic citation. A law enforcement officer who files a 
citation electronically shall be considered to have certified the citation and 
has the same rights, responsibilities, and liabilities as other citations issued 
pursuant to this section. 

(d) Whenever a traffic citation has been prepared, accepted, and the original 
citation delivered to the court as provided herein, the original citation 
delivered to the court shall constitute a complaint to which the person cited 
must answer and the officer issuing the citation shall not be required to file any 
other affidavit of complaint with the court. 

(e)(1) Each court clerk shall charge and collect an electronic traffic citation 
fee of five dollars ($5.00) for each traffic citation resulting in a conviction. 
Such fee shall be assessable as court costs and paid by the defendant for any 
offense cited in a traffic citation delivered that results in a plea of guilty or 
nolo contendere, or a judgment of guilty. This fee shall be in addition to all 
other fees, taxes and charges. One dollar ($1.00) of such fee shall be retained 
by the court clerk. The remaining four dollars ($4.00) of the fee shall be 
transmitted monthly by the court clerk to the law enforcement agency that 
prepared the traffic citation that resulted in a plea of guilty or nolo 
contendere, or a judgment of guilty. 

(2) All funds derived from the electronic traffic citation fee that are 
transmitted to the law enforcement agency that prepared the traffic citation 
pursuant to subdivision (e)(1) shall be accounted for in a special revenue 
fund of such law enforcement agency and may only be used for the following 
purposes: 

(A) Electronic citation system and program related expenditures; and 

(B) Related expenditures by such local law enforcement agency for 
technology, equipment, repairs, replacement and training to maintain 
electronic citation programs. 

(3) All funds derived from the electronic citation fee set aside for court 
clerks pursuant to subdivision (e)(1) shall be used for computer hardware 
purchases, usual and necessary computer related expenses, or replacement. 
Such funds shall be preserved for those purposes and shall not revert to the 
general fund at the end of a budget year if unexpended. 

(4) The local legislative body of any county or municipality may, by 
majority vote, adopt a resolution or ordinance to authorize a county or 
municipal court clerk to charge and collect electronic traffic citation fees 
pursuant to this subsection (e). Any electronic traffic citation fee imposed 
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pursuant to an ordinance or resolution under this subdivision (e)(4) shall 

terminate five (5) years from the date on which the ordinance or resolution 

is adopted. 

(f) Prior to the time set for the person to appear in court to answer the 
charge, the person cited may elect not to contest the charge and may, in lieu of 
appearance in court, submit the fine and costs to the clerk of the court. The 
submission to fine must be with the approval of the court that has jurisdiction 
of the offense within the county in which the offense charged is alleged to have 
been committed. The submission to fine shall not otherwise be exclusive of any 
other method or procedure prescribed by law for disposition of a traffic citation 
that may be issued for a violation of any provision of this chapter or chapter 8, 
9, or 50 of this title or § 55-12-139 or chapter 4, part 4 of this title. 

(g) If the person cited has not paid the traffic citation upon submission to 
fine as provided in this section and the person cited fails to appear in court at 
the time specified, or such later date as may be fixed by the court, the court 
may issue a warrant for the person’s arrest or may declare a judgment of 
forfeiture for the offense charged. The judgment of forfeiture shall in no case be 
more than the total amount of fine and costs prescribed by law for the offense 
and may be collected in the manner provided in § 40-24-105. 

(h)(1) This section shall not be applicable to any person arrested for a 

violation of any of the offenses enumerated in § 55-10-2038, or to any person 

arrested for a violation of any provision of this chapter or chapter 8, 9 or 50 

of this title that is punishable by a fine of more than fifty dollars ($50.00) or 

by imprisonment for more than thirty (30) days. This section shall not 
supersede § 40-7-118, nor shall it require the use of a traffic citation in lieu 
of arrest in any of the circumstances specified in § 40-7-118(d). 

(2) This section shall not be applicable to a person who is subject to arrest 

pursuant to § 55-10-119. 

(i) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, all traffic citations used 
in Tennessee shall contain, as a minimum, the following information: 

(1) Citation number; 

(2) Violator’s first name, middle name or middle initial, last name and 
date of birth; 

(3) Violator’s driver license number, state of issuance and class of the 
license; 

(4) Whether or not the license is a commercial driver license; 

(5) The vehicle make, model, year, color, and owner; 

(6) The license plate number, year, and state of issuance; 

(7) Whether or not the vehicle is a commercial motor vehicle; 

(8) Whether or not the vehicle is transporting hazardous materials 
requiring placards; 

(9) Whether or not the vehicle can transport sixteen (16) or more 
passengers; 

(10) The offense committed, including the date and time, if applicable; 

(11) The location of the offense; 

(12) The issuing officer’s name, rank, badge/ID number, and employing 
agency; and 

(13) The time, date, location, and court where the offense will be heard. 
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History. 

Acts 1984, ch. 777, § 1; 1985, ch. 334, § 1; 
1986, ch. 619, §§ 1, 2; 2002, ch. 648, §§ 2, 3; 
2002, ch. 803, §§ 15, 16; 2007, ch. 481, § 4; 
2010, ch. 10387, § 1; 2012, ch. 737, § 4; 2014, ch. 
750, §§ 1-4; 2020, ch. 781, § 3. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2002, ch. 803, § 17, provided that the 
act take effect June 5, 2002, for the purpose of 
promulgating rules and regulations, and that 
for all other purposes, the act is effective Octo- 
ber 1, 2002. 


Amendments. 

The 2020 amendment, in (c)(1), deleted the 
former fourth sentence which read: “The traffic 
citation delivered to the court shall be sworn to 
by the issuing officer before a magistrate or 
official lawfully assigned this duty by a magis- 
trate.” and added the last sentence. 
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Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 781, § 4. July 15, 2020. 


Law Reviews. 
Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1986, 54 
Tenn. L. Rev. 457 (1987). 


Attorney General Opinions. 

T.C.A. § 55-10-207 requires the person cited 
to sign a traffic citation, whether the citation is 
written on paper or on an electronic device. But 
a stand-alone blank screen is not a citation, and 
the officer may not require the person cited to 
sign a blank screen that is not part of a citation. 
An officer has authority to physically arrest a 
person who refuses to sign an electronic traffic 
citation. OAG 16-26, 2016 Tenn. AG LEXIS 26 
(7/22/2016). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


Unreasonable Search. 
. Payment of Fine. 

. Valid Citation. 

. Traffic Stop. 


me WON 


. Unreasonable Search. 

Traffic stop was prolonged and extended to 
the point that the detention, reasonable in the 
beginning, became unreasonable where the of- 
ficer could have directed the driver to lock the 
car and leave it parked until another person 
could legally drive it away, had the car towed as 
a traffic hazard, or given a citation and sent the 
car on its way. State v. Morelock, 851 S.W.2d 
838, 1992 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 698 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 1992). 


2. Payment of Fine. 

Payment of a traffic fine in lieu of an appear- 
ance in court is neither a guilty plea nor an 
express acknowledgment of guilt. Williams v. 
Brown, 860 S.W.2d 854, 1993 Tenn. LEXIS 298 
(Tenn. 1993). 

Evidence of payment of a traffic fine without 
contest is not admissible in a later action based 
on the underlying event resulting in the traffic 


citation. Williams v. Brown, 860 S.W.2d 854, 
1993 Tenn. LEXIS 298 (Tenn. 1993). 


3. Valid Citation. 

Because defendant was driving eight miles 
over the speed limit, the officer had probable 
cause to initiate a traffic stop, and therefore he 
was authorized pursuant to T.C.A. § 55-10-207 
to issue a traffic citation; however, the officer 
was precluded from arresting defendant under 
T.C.A. § 40-7-118, as no statutory exceptions 
were present. State v. Berrios, 235 S.W.3d 99, 
2007 Tenn. LEXIS 745 (Tenn. Aug. 17, 2007). 


4, Traffic Stop. 

Court of criminal appeals erred in affirming 
an order sustaining defendant’s motion to sup- 
press cocaine a police officer observed in his 
vehicle when he ordered defendant out of the 
vehicle to sign the citation pursuant to T.C.A. 
§ 55-10-207 because the officer was entitled to 
remove defendant from the vehicle for a short 
period of time after making the traffic stop; an 
officer, after making a lawful stop for a traffic 
violation, may routinely direct the driver out- 
side of the vehicle. State v. Donaldson, 380 
S.W.3d 86, 2012 Tenn. LEXIS 582 (Tenn. Aug. 
24, 2012). 


55-10-208. Uniform traffic citation form. 


(a) Every law enforcement officer in this state who is authorized to issue 
traffic citations may use a uniform traffic citation form prescribed by the 


department of safety. 


(b) The department is authorized and directed to promulgate a uniform 
traffic citation form which may be used exclusively by all law enforcement 
officers and agencies in this state in issuing citations for traffic law violations. 
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History. 
Acts 1993, ch. 337, § 1; 1994, ch. 927, §§ 1, 2. 


PART 3 
PENALTIES AND PROCEDURE 


55-10-301. Penalty for violations of chapters 8 and 9 and parts 1-5 of 
this chapter. 


(a) Any person violating any of the provisions of chapters 8 and 9 of this title 
and parts 1-5 of this chapter where a penalty is not specifically prescribed 
commits a Class C misdemeanor. 

(b)(1) Any person violating any of the provisions of chapters 8 and 9 of this 

title and parts 1-5 of this chapter may be required, at the discretion of the 

court, to attend a driver education course approved by the department of 
safety in addition to or in lieu of any portion of other penalty imposed; 
provided, that the course is approved by the department, it may be operated 

and conducted by a: 

(A) County, municipality or other entity of local government; 
(B) Nonprofit organization as defined by the Internal Revenue Code, 26 

U.S.C. § 501(c)(3) (26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3)); or ; 

(C) Private entity, provided the entity meets all of the requirements of 

§ 40-35-302(g) for private entities providing misdemeanor probation su- 

pervision services. : 

(2) A reasonable fee between fifty dollars ($50.00) and one hundred 
seventy-five dollars ($175) may be assessed for the driver education or driver 
improvement course; provided, that no one shall be refused admittance for 
inability to pay. This fee shall apply only to driver improvement courses that 
may be required pursuant to this section, and shall not apply to any program 
offered pursuant to title 49, chapter 1, or to any other driving instruction 
school. 

(3) By operating a driver education or improvement course pursuant to 
this subsection (b), the entity operating or conducting the course consents to 
the inspection of all records concerning the course by the department of 
safety; provided, that inspection made pursuant to this subdivision (b)(3) 
shall not preclude inspection of any records pursuant to any other provision 
of law. 

(4) Each court clerk shall provide a list of approved entities in the county 
to any person ordered to attend a driver education or improvement course. 

(5) Upon certification to the court clerk that a court ordered driver 
education or improvement course has been completed, the court clerk shall 
report the completion to the department of safety. The report shall be 
accomplished on the abstract of record of the court referenced in § 55-10- 
306. 

(c) Subsection (b) shall not apply to any person who holds a Class A, B, or C 
license and is charged with any violation, except a parking violation, in any 
type of motor vehicle. 

(d) Subsection (b) shall not apply to any person who holds any class of driver 
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license and who is charged with any violation, except a parking violation, while 


operating a commercial motor vehicle. 


History. 

Acts 1931, ch. 82, § 16; 1937, ch. 245, § 6; C. 
Supp. 1950, § 2700.17 (Williams, § 2696); Acts 
1955, ch. 329, § 103; 1971, ch. 234, § 1; 1975, 
ch. 162, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1023; Acts 
1981, ch. 91, §§ 1, 2; 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 1990, 
ch. 869, § 1; 1995, ch. 178, § 1; 2001, ch. 186, 
12008," ch.” 236, 9) lo 2006) ch. 1181.) 90s 
2009, ch. 321, § 1. 


Cross-References. 

Additional fines imposed and earmarked for 
the traumatic brain injury fund, title 68, ch. 55, 
part 3. 

Authority of a police officer to arrest without 
a warrant, § 40-7-103. 

Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
TIT; 


Penalty for speeding violations, § 55-8-152. 
Seized or repossessed motor vehicles, notice 
to sheriff, § 55-5-128. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Authority of city judge to require violators of 
municipal traffic ordinances to attend safety 
school in lieu of fine or other punishment, OAG 
95-059, 1995 Tenn. AG LEXIS 64 (5/25/95). 

Application of fee limitation to municipally 
run schools, OAG 95-059, 1995 Tenn. AG 
LEXIS 64 (5/25/95). 

An Oak Ridge City Council ordinance that 
prohibits the dismissal of traffic tickets issued 
in school zones following completion of a driver 
education training course is preempted by state 
law. OAG 15-35, 2015 Tenn. AG LEXIS 35 
(4/17/15). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Jury Trial. ' 

The offense proscribed under the general 
speeding laws and punishable by a jail term 
under this section is not a “small offense” under 
state law for purposes of determining a defen- 


dant’s entitlement to a jury trial. State v. 
Dusina, 764 S.W.2d 766, 1989 Tenn. LEXIS 26 
(Tenn. 1989), rehearing denied, 764 S.W.2d 766, 
1989 Tenn. LEXIS 80 (Tenn. 1989). 


55-10-302. Automated license plate recognition system — Limitation 


on storage of data. 


(a) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Automated license plate recognition system” means one (1) or more 
fixed high-speed cameras combined with computer algorithms to convert 
images of license plates into computer-readable data; 

(2) “Captured plate data” means the global positioning device coordi- 
nates, date and time, photograph, license plate number, and any other 
data captured by or derived from any automated license plate recognition 


system; and 


(3) “Governmental entity” means any lawfully established department, 
agency or entity of this state or of any political subdivision of this state. 
(b) Any captured plate data collected or retained by any governmental 

entity through the use of an automated license plate recognition system may 
not be stored for more than ninety (90) days unless the data is retained or 
stored as part of an ongoing investigation, and in that case, the data shall be 


destroyed at the conclusion of either: 


(1) An investigation that does not result in any criminal charges being 


filed; or 


(2) Any criminal action undertaken in the matter involving the cap- 


tured plate data. 


History. 
Acts 2014, ch. 625, § 1. 
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55-10-303. Disposition of collections. 


(a) All fines, penalties and forfeitures of bonds imposed or collected under 
any of the provisions of chapters 8 and 9 of this title, parts 1-5 of this chapter 
and § 55-12-139, except such as may be imposed or collected under § 55-10- 
401, shall, within fifteen (15) days following the last day of the month in which 
the fines, penalties and forfeitures of bond were received, be paid to the 
commissioner of safety, with a statement accompanying the same, setting forth 
the action or proceeding in which the moneys were collected, the name and 
residence of the defendant, the nature of the offense and fines, penalties, 
forfeitures or sentence, if any, imposed. 

(b) The fines, penalties, and forfeitures of bonds imposed or collected under 
§ 55-10-401 shall be paid to the jurisdiction that initiated the arrest; provided, 
that the collections that were initiated by state officers shall be retained and 
deposited in the general funds of the county wherein the case is tried. In 
counties having a population over six hundred thousand (600,000), according 
to the 1970 federal census or any subsequent federal census, the collections 
shall be retained and deposited in the general fund of the county wherein the 
case is tried, except that whenever the case is tried in a municipal court of a 
municipality that lies in any county falling within the population category 
hereinbefore provided, the collections shall be retained and deposited in the 
general fund of the municipality. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 

Pete 203 lech. S2..$..10> L987 ,eh.w245. $07: For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 
1939, ch. 206, § 6; C. Supp. 1950, § 2700.18 Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
(Williams, § 2697); Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 104; — supplement. 

1957, ch: 70, ($1), 1977, ch.y4709§ }1;-T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-1024; Acts 1981, ch. 178, § 1; 
1986, ch. 753, § 1; 2001, ch. 292, § 2. 


55-10-304. Collections of fines and penalties. 


The commissioner of safety is empowered in the name of the state to take all 
steps necessary to enforce the collection and prompt return of all the fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures of bonds; and the same when so collected shall be 
credited to the department of safety and used to carry out chapters 8 and 9 of 
this title, parts 1-5 of this chapter and § 55-12-139. 


History. (Williams, § 2698); Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 105; 
Acts 1931, ch. 82, § 17; 1937, ch. 245, § 7;  T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1025; Acts 2001, ch. 292, 
1939, ch. 206,°§ 7; C. Supp. 1950, § 2700.19 § 3. 


55-10-305. Cases — How tried. 


No judge shall try any case except upon warrant duly prepared in the form 
required by law, which shall be preserved with the other papers pertaining to 
the judge’s office, and no such judge shall collect any fine or cost imposed in any 
case involving a violation of chapters 8 and 9 of this title, parts 1-5 of this 
chapter and § 55-12-139, until that judge has completed the entries pertaining 
to the case in a docket kept for the making of the judge’s records. All such 
dockets shall be preserved and shall be at all times subject to inspection upon 
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demand of any person named therein, and by all state officials or their duly 
authorized representatives. All judges shall deliver upon request, without 
charge, to the accused a receipt showing in detail the amount of fine and cost 
imposed upon and paid by the accused. No judge shall divide the fees of the 
judge’s office with any constable, sheriff, or other state officer, or with any 
individual who may assist in making an arrest or furnish evidence in a case 
arising under chapters 8 and 9 of this title, parts 1-5 of this chapter and 
§ 55-12-1389. Any judge violating any of the provisions of this section or failing 
or refusing to make returns of convictions and fines or penalties imposed in 
chapters 8 and 9 of this title, parts 1-5 of this chapter and § 55-12-139, shall 
be subject to removal for misdemeanor in office. 


History. Law Reviews. 

Acts 19381, ch. 82, § 18; C. Supp. 1950, General Sessions Courts: Origin and Recent 
§ 2700.20 (Williams, § 2699); Acts 1955, ch. Legislation (Paul M. Bryan and Isadore B. 
329, § 106; impl. am. Acts 1979, ch. 68, 8§ 2,3; Baer), 24 Tenn. L. Rev. 667. 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1026; Acts 2001, ch. 292, 
§ 4. 


55-10-306. Record of traffic cases — Report of convictions to depart- 
ment. 


(a) Every magistrate or judge of a court shall keep or cause to be kept a 
record of every traffic complaint, warrant, traffic citation or other legal form of 
traffic charge deposited with or presented to the court or the traffic violations 
bureau of its jurisdiction, and shall keep a record of every official action by the 
court or the traffic violations bureau of its jurisdiction in reference thereto, 
including, but not limited to, a record of every conviction, forfeiture of bail, 
judgment of acquittal and the amount of fine or forfeiture resulting from every 
traffic complaint, warrant, or citation deposited with or presented to the court 
or traffic violations bureau. 

(b)(1) Except as provided by § 55-50-409, within thirty (30) days after the 

conviction or forfeiture of bail of a person upon a charge of violating any 

provision of chapter 8, parts 1-5 of this chapter and § 55-12-139 or other law 
regulating the operation of vehicles on highways, every such magistrate or 
judge of the court or clerk of the court of record in which the conviction was 
had or bail was forfeited shall prepare and immediately forward to the 
department an abstract of the record of the court covering the case in which 
the person was so convicted or forfeited bail, which abstract must be certified 
by the person so required to prepare the same to be true and correct. Report 
need not be made of any conviction involving the illegal parking or standing 
of a vehicle. 

(2) Upon receipt of the fee of sixty-five dollars ($65.00) as specified in 

§ 55-12-129, the commissioner shall make a payment of ten dollars ($10.00) 
for the furnishing of a completed report of a conviction resulting in 
suspension or revocation, including forfeiture of bail not vacated or payment 
of a fine or penalty, for one (1) or more of the offenses of reckless driving, 
driving while intoxicated or drugged, drag racing, driving while unlicensed, 
driving on a revoked or suspended license, driving an unregistered vehicle, 
driving a vehicle with revoked registration, failing to stop after a traffic 
accident, or vehicular homicide. 
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(c) The abstract must be made on a form furnished by the commissioner and 
shall include the following information: 

(1) Driver’s first name, middle name or middle initial, last name, and 
residence address; 

(2) Driver’s date of birth; 

(3) Driver license number, class of license, and state of issuance; 

(4) A statement as to whether or not the license is a commercial driver 
license; 

(5) The license plate number, year, and state of issuance of the vehicle 
involved; 

(6) A statement as to whether or not the offense was committed in a 
commercial motor vehicle; 

(7) A statement as to whether or not the vehicle was transporting 
hazardous materials requiring placards; 

(8) A statement as to whether or not the vehicle could transport sixteen 
(16) or more passengers; 

(9) The date the offense occurred; 

(10) The offense the driver was charged with; 

(11) The date of the conviction; 

(12) The violation of which the person was convicted; 

(13) The plea, the judgment, or whether bail was forfeited; 

(14) The number of the offense (e.g., 1st offense, 2nd offense); 

(15) The blood alcohol level of the person, if convicted of a violation of 
§ 39-13-106, § 39-13-2138, § 55-10-401 or § 55-50-4085; 

(16) The amount of any fine or costs assessed for the violation; 

(17) Whether a driver education or improvement course was completed 
and the date of completion of the course, if eligible under § 55-10-301; 

(18) The name of the arresting agency; 

(19) The name of the county and court in which the conviction occurred; 
and 

(20) Whether or not there was in effect at the time of the violation an 
automobile liability policy or bond with respect to the operation of the motor 
vehicle involved. 

(d) Every court of record shall also forward a like report to the department 
upon the conviction of any person of manslaughter or other felony in the 
commission of which a vehicle was used. 

(e) The department shall keep all abstracts received under this section at its 
main office and the same shall be open to public inspection during reasonable 
business hours. 

(f)(1) The administrative office of the courts, in conjunction with the 

department of safety, shall, on an annual basis, provide information and 

training to the clerks of court concerning the importance and necessity of 
preparing and forwarding to the department of safety the abstract forms for 
the convictions required by this section. 

(2) The training and information required by this subsection (f) is not 
required to take the same form every year; provided, that the information is 
conveyed in a manner designed to be viewed, understood and retained by the 
clerks. The information may be conveyed one year by a training session at 
the annual court clerks conference and another year may be conveyed by 
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(3) Any such training shall also include the effect and consequences of any 
changes in the abstract reporting requirements that may result from 


changes in state and federal law. 


(4) The training and information distribution required by this subsection 
(f) shall apply to all clerks of court having original jurisdiction over traffic 
offenses, including municipal court clerks. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 107; 1959, ch. 286, § 1; 
1976, ch. 613, § 1; impl. am. Acts 1979, ch. 68, 
8§ 2, 3; T.C.A., § 59-1027; Acts 1986, ch. 842, 
S115 2001, chs 292, $53) '2005, ch2120799 (1: 
2008, ch. 1181, § 2; 2010, ch. 1037, §§ 2, 3. 


Code Commission Notes. Former subdivi- 
sion (f)(2), concerning reports on compliance 
with the thirty day abstract reporting require- 


Compiler’s Notes. 

As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 
the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
licenses are issued in one of the classes speci- 
fied in § 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-3085. 


Law Reviews. 
General Sessions Courts: Origin and Recent 
Legislation (Paul M. Bryan and Isadore B. 


ments, was deleted as obsolete by the code 
commission in 2008. 


Baer), 24 Tenn. L. Rev. 667. 
55-10-307. Adoption of statutes and regulations by municipalities — 
Exceptions. 


(a) Any incorporated municipality may by ordinance adopt, by reference, 
any of the appropriate provisions of chapter 8 of this title, §§ 55-10-101 — 
55-10-310, 55-12-1389, 55-50-301, 55-50-302, 55-50-3804, 55-50-305, 55-50-3111, 
and 55-10-312, and may by ordinance provide additional regulations for the 
operation of vehicles within the municipality, which shall not be in conflict with 
the listed sections. All fines, penalties, and forfeitures of bonds imposed or 
collected under the terms of §§ 55-50-311 and 55-50-312, shall be paid over to 
the appropriate state agency as provided in § 55-50-604. 

(b) The offenses enumerated in subdivisions (b)(1)-(5) are state offenses and 
any person arrested for violation of the offenses shall be tried for violation of 
state law in state courts or in courts having state jurisdiction in which the 
jurisdiction shall be exclusive. Any existing ordinance presently regulating any 
of the enumerated offenses and any such ordinance enacted after July 1, 1977, 
is declared void and of no effect. The enumerated offenses are: 

(1) Driving while intoxicated or drugged, as prohibited by § 55-10-401; 

(2) Failing to stop after a traffic accident, as prohibited by part 1 of this 
chapter; 

(3) Driving while license suspended or revoked, as prohibited by 

§ 55-50-504; 

(4) Drag racing, as defined and prohibited by § 55-10-501; and 
(5) Possession of five (5) or more grams of methamphetamine, as sched- 

uled in § 39-17-408(d)(2), while operating a motor vehicle in this state. A 

motor vehicle is in operation if its engine is operating, whether or not the 

motor vehicle is moving. 


History. 
Acts 2007, ch. 148, § 1; 2010, ch. 966, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-10-3807 (Acts 1955, ch. 329, 
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§ 111; 1977, ch. 464, §§ 1, 2; 1977, ch. 470,§ 2; prohibits the dismissal of traffic tickets issued 
T.C.A., § 59-1028; Acts 2001, ch. 292, § 6; in school zones following completion of a driver 
2005, ch. 209, § 3), concerning adoption of education training course is preempted by state 


statutes and regulations by municipalities and Jaw. OAG 15-35, 2015 Tenn. AG LEXIS 35 
exceptions, was repealed by Acts 2006, ch. (4/17/15). 


1004, § 2, effective June 27, 2006. 


Attorney General Opinions. 
An Oak Ridge City Council ordinance that 


55-10-308. Enforcement within municipalities — Suspension of autho- 
rization. 


(a) For purposes of this section: 

(1) “Interstate highway” means a portion of any highway designated and 
known as part of the national system of interstate and defense highways; 
and 

(2) “Marked law enforcement vehicle” means a law enforcement vehicle 
equipped with: 

(A) At least one (1) light bar assembly designed to display more than 
one (1) steady burning, flashing, or revolving beam of light with three 
hundred sixty degrees (360°) visibility; 

(B) A horn, siren, electronic device, or exhaust whistle from which 
audible signals may sound; and 

(C) Graphics, markings, or decals clearly identifying the agency or 
department on at least three (3) of the following four (4) sides: 

(i) Front; 

(ii) Rear; 

Gii) Left side; or 
(iv) Right side. 

(b) Where chapter 8 of this title and §§ 55-10-101 — 55-10-310 apply to 
territory within the limits of a municipality, the primary responsibility for 
enforcing the sections shall be on the municipality which shall be further 
authorized to enforce the additional ordinances for the regulation of the 
operation of vehicles as it deems proper. 

(c) Notwithstanding subsection (b), any municipality having a population of 
at least two thousand five hundred (2,500) and no more than ten thousand 
(10,000), according to the 2010 federal census or any subsequent federal 
census, with at least one (1) entrance ramp to and at least one (1) exit ramp 
from an interstate highway within the limits of such municipality, or any 
municipality having a population of less than two thousand five hundred 
(2,500), according to the 2010 federal census or any subsequent federal census, 
with at least two (2) entrance ramps to and at least two (2) exit ramps from an 
interstate highway within the limits of such municipality, may regulate 
enforcement of chapter 8 of this title and §§ 55-10-101 — 55-10-310, on the 
portions of any interstate highway lying within the territorial limits of the 
municipalities exercise if: 

(1) The local legislative body of the municipality authorizes such enforce- 
ment of the rules of the road; 

(2) Any ordinance or resolution authorizing the enforcement of rules of 
the road is submitted to the commissioner of safety; and 
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(3) The municipality enforces the rules of the road in full compliance with 
the rules promulgated by the commissioner of safety; provided, that this 
restriction shall not apply to drug interdiction officers employed by the 
municipality while the officers are actively serving with any judicial district 
drug force. 

(d) Any municipal law enforcement agency enforcing rules of the road on 
interstate highways pursuant to subsection (c) shall use only marked law 
enforcement vehicles. Graphics, markings, or decals that are transparent, 
translucent, or create a holographic effect do not clearly identify the agency or 
department for purposes of this subsection (d). 

(e)(1) The commissioner may refuse to issue or may suspend for up to three 
(3) years the authorization of a municipality, having a population of ten 
thousand (10,000) or less, according to the 2010 federal census or any 
subsequent federal census, to enforce the rules of the road on the interstate 
highways, if the commissioner determines that the municipality is not 
complying with the requirements set forth in this section or the rules 
promulgated by the department. 

(2) Suspension of authorization shall be made in writing and sent by 
certified mail, return receipt requested, to both the chief law enforcement 
officer and the mayor of the municipality no less than thirty (30) days prior 
to the effective date of the suspension of authority. 

(3) The municipal law enforcement agency shall have twenty (20) days 
from receipt of the suspension notice to provide proof to the department that 
the municipal law enforcement agency is complying with the rules promul- 
gated by the department. Timely submission of proof to the department shall 
stay a suspension until the department makes a determination regarding 
the suspension of authority of the municipality to enforce the rules of the 
road on the interstate highways. 

(4) If the proof submitted pursuant to subdivision (e)(3) is acceptable to 
the department, the commissioner shall inform in writing the chief law 
enforcement officer and mayor that the suspension is being rescinded. 

(5) If the proof submitted pursuant to subdivision (e)(3) is not acceptable 
to the department, the commissioner shall inform the chief law enforcement 
officer and the mayor and the suspension of authorization shall be reinsti- 
tuted. 

(f) No municipality having a population of ten thousand (10,000) or less, 
according to the 2010 federal census or any subsequent federal census, and 
with at least two (2) entrance ramps to and at least two (2) exit ramps from an 
interstate highway shall be authorized to enforce chapter 8 of this title and 
§§ 55-10-101 — 55-10-310 when the contiguous stretch of the interstate 
highway between such entrance and exit ramps does not lie solely within the 
territorial limits of the municipality. 
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History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 111A; T.C.A.;.§ 59- 
1029; Acts 2004, ch. 914, § 5; 2005, ch. 506, 
§ 28; 2010, ch. 966, § 2; 2013, ch. 90,§ 1; 2014, 
ch. 674, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For tables of population of Tennessee munici- 
palities, see Volume 13 and its supplement. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Provision of T.C.A.§ 55-10-308 that cities 
with a population of 10,000 or less must enforce 
traffic regulations in compliance with rules 
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safety is constitutional, OAG 05-107, 2005 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 109 (7/8/05). 

If a stretch of interstate highway that lies 
between a small municipality’s two entrance 
and two exit ramps includes a portion where 
only one lane of the interstate highway is 
within the boundaries of the municipality, that 
stretch of interstate highway, even if “contigu- 
ous,” would “not lie solely within the territorial 
limits of the municipality.” Thus, T.C.A. § 55- 
10-308(f) would preclude the municipality from 
enforcing chapter 8 of title 55 or 8§ 55-10-101 
to 55-10-310 on that stretch of interstate high- 
way. OAG 18-09, 2018 Tenn. AG LEXIS 8 (38/9/ 


promulgated by the Tennessee commissioner of 2018). 


55-10-309. Reexamination. 


Any judge having jurisdiction over offenses committed under any statute of 
this state or municipal ordinance of any city or town regulating the operation 
of motor vehicles on highways shall have the authority to require any person 
brought before the judge’s court for an alleged violation to submit to a 
reexamination by the department of safety when the judge has good cause to 
believe that the person, by reason of physical or mental disability, would not be 
able to operate a motor vehicle with safety upon the highways, or, in the 
discretion of the judge, would create a hazard to the driving public. However, 
the operator’s or chauffeur’s license of the person shall not be withheld or 
suspended pending the reexamination. 


licenses are issued in one of the classes speci- 
fied in § 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-3085. 


History. 
Acts 1970, ch. 365, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-1052. 


Law Reviews. 

“Implied Consent” of Intoxicated Drivers to 
Submit to Chemical Tests in Tennessee (Roger 
W. Dickson), 38 Tenn. L. Rev. 585 (1971). 


Compiler’s Notes. 
As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 


the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 


feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 


55-10-310. Uniformity of interpretation. 


Chapter 8, parts 1-5 of this chapter and § 55-12-139 shall be so interpreted 
and construed as to effectuate its general purpose to make uniform the law of 
those states that enact them. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 108; T.C.A., § 59-1030; 
Acts 2001, ch. 292, § 7. 


55-10-311. Prima facie evidence of ownership of automobile and use in 
owner’s business — No vicarious liability by dealers for 
loaner vehicles. | 


(a) In all actions for injury to persons and/or to property caused by the 
negligent operation or use of any automobile, auto truck, motorcycle, or other 
motor propelled vehicle within this state, proof of ownership of the vehicle 
shall be prima facie evidence that the vehicle at the time of the cause of action 
sued on was being operated and used with authority, consent and knowledge of 
the owner in the very transaction out of which the injury or cause of action 
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arose, and the proof of ownership likewise shall be prima facie evidence that 
the vehicle was then and there being operated by the owner, or by the owner’s 
servant, for the owner’s use and benefit and within the course and scope of the 
servant's employment. The prima facie evidence rules of the preceding sen- 
tence shall also apply in cases of the negligent operation of a vehicle being 
test-driven by a prospective purchaser with the knowledge and consent of the 
seller or the seller’s agent, whether or not the seller or the seller’s agent is 
present in the vehicle at the time of the alleged negligent operation. 

(b) Any automobile dealer who provides a loaner vehicle to a customer 
without charge while the customer’s vehicle is being serviced or repaired by the 
dealer shall not be vicariously liable under any vicarious liability theory, to any 
person injured as the result of an accident caused in whole or in part by a 
customer driving a loaner vehicle provided by the dealer where the dealer was 
provided with proof of insurance by the customer prior to the customer being 
provided with the loaner vehicle. 

(c) This section is in the nature of remedial legislation and it is the 


legislative intent that it be given a liberal construction. 


History. 

Acts 1921, ch. 162, § 1; Shan. Supp., 
§ 3079a198b1; mod. Code 1932, § 2701; Acts 
1957, chv123,/$$.1y2; 1974, ch. 750, Sls TCA, 
(orig. ed.), § 59-1037; Acts 2012, ch. 884, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Liability insurance carrier to reveal location 
of owner of motor vehicle, § 56-7-1104. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Forms (Robinson, Ramsey and 
Harwell), No. 1-8-2. 


Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 15, 25, 30, 36, 37; 15 Tenn. Juris., 
Insurance, § §107, 139. 

Tennessee Law of Evidence (2nd ed., Cohen, 
Paine and Sheppeard), § 300.3. 


Law Reviews. 

Agency — Presumption of Authorized Use of 
Motor Vehicle from Ownership or Registration, 
28 Tenn. L. Rev. 279. 

Day on Tort: Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 55-10- 
311(A): What Does It Mean? (John Day), 49 
Tenn. B.J. 37 (2013). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. In General. 

. Liability of Employer for Acts of Agent. 

. Presumption of Operation in Owner’s Busi- 
ness. 

. Nature of Presumption. 

. Facts Precluding Presumption. 

. Application and Scope. 

. Summary Judgment and Directed Verdicts. 


Go bo 
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. In General. 

This section is unaffected by the court’s rul- 
ing that an automobile passenger is imputable 
with contributory negligence only if there is a 
showing of a master-servant relationship or of a 
joint enterprise. Cole v. Woods, 548 S.W.2d 640, 
1977 Tenn. LEXIS 546 (Tenn. 1977). 

In a case where son lived at home with his 
family at the time of the accident, the vehicle 
was registered in the father’s name, and evi- 
dence provided to rebut the driver’s prima facie 
case was testimony that despite the vehicle’s 
registration, the father was not the owner of 
the subject vehicle at the time of the collision, 


the testimony received by trial court appar- 
ently did not persuade the court to rule in the 
father’s favor on the issue of ownership. Gray v. 
Mitsky, 280 S.W.3d 828, 2008 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 428 (Tenn. Ct. App. July 29, 2008). 


2. Liability of Employer for Acts of Agent. 

In an action for indemnity by a transport 
company against the owner of a truck stop 
whose employee had been driving a truck trac- 
tor owned by the transport company when it 
injured a third party, proof of ownership and 
registration of the tractor was sufficient to 
establish the liability of the transport company 
to the injured third party. Terminal Transport 
Co. v. Cliffside Leasing Corp., 577 S.W.2d 455, 
1979 Tenn. LEXIS 422 (Tenn. 1979). 

In suit for damages arising out of personal 
injuries sustained by plaintiff when he was hit 
by an automobile driven by a defendant who 
was test driving a car for sale, and the vehicle 
was owned by co-defendants, a used car dealer- 
ship, the trial court did not err in directing a 
verdict against the used car dealership on the 
theory of vicarious liability because a prima 
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facie case of agency arose from the facts, and 
the dealership did not overcome the prima facie 
case where it failed to rebut by credible proof 
that the driver was in fact operating the vehicle 
without authority of the owner. Hunter v. 
Burke, 958 S.W.2d 751, 1997 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
244 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1997), rehearing denied, 
958 S.W.2d 751, 1997 Tenn. App. LEXIS 448 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1997). 


3. Presumption of Operation in Owner’s 
Business. 

Under the provisions of this section and 
§ 55-10-312 the bare proof of ownership is not 
presumptive evidence that a vehicle involved in 
an accident was being used in the owner’s 
business at the time but there must be proof of 
registration in the owner’s name to create the 
presumption. East Tennessee & Western North 
Carolina Motor Transp. Co. v. Brooks, 173 
Tenn. 542, 121 S.W.2d 559, 1938 Tenn. LEXIS 
40 (1938); Midwest Dairy Products Co. v. Esso 
Standard Oil Co., 198 Tenn. 553, 246 S.W.2d 
974, 1952 Tenn. LEXIS 325 (1952). 

The presumption fixed by statute is a rule of 
law which attaches to certain evidentiary facts 
and is productive of certain procedural conse- 
quences respecting the duty of proceeding with 
the evidence, but where evidence contrary to a 
presumption is offered, the presumption disap- 
pears and the case stands upon the facts and 
whatever inferences may be drawn therefrom. 
Bell Cab & U-Drive-It Co. v. Sloan, 193 Tenn. 
352, 246 S.W.2d 41, 1952 Tenn. LEXIS 298 
(1952). 

Where prima facie case was made under this 
section in favor of injured cab passenger, and it 
was presumed that driver was on cab owner’s 
business and acting within scope of his author- 
ity, this presumption disappeared when cred- 
ible evidence was offered showing that cab was 
not being used for owner’s benefit at time of 
accident. Bell Cab & U-Drive-It Co. v. Sloan, 
193 Tenn. 352, 246 S.W.2d 41, 1952 Tenn. 
LEXIS 298 (1952). 

Circumstantial evidence to overcome rebut- 
ting proof that driver involved in injuring pe- 
destrian was not authorized to drive and to aid 
presumption of owner-driver agency, raised by 
ownership or registration of vehicle, must show 
that the vehicle was operated by a person 
generally employed by the owner in operation 
of vehicle. Jones v. Agnew, 197 Tenn. 499, 274 
S.W.2d 825, 1954 Tenn. LEXIS 515 (1954). 

In action for personal injuries by pedestrian 
struck by automobile which sister of owner was 
driving and in which owner was riding, proof of 
ownership and of registration in owner’s name 
created a presumption which prima facie made 
out a case that car was being operated by owner 
or by her agent for her use and trial court did 
not err in refusing to direct a verdict for owner. 
McParland v. Pruitt, 39 Tenn. App. 399, 284 
S.W.2d 299, 1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 76 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1955). 
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Under the 1957 amendment proof of owner- 
ship is prima facie evidence that the vehicle at 
the time of the accident was being operated by 
the owner or by owner’s employee for the own- 
er’s use and in the course and scope of employ- 
ment and the same type of presumption is 
raised as is already provided under § 55-10- 
312 under proof of registration. Moore v. Union 
Chevrolet Co., 46 Tenn. App. 206, 326 S.W.2d 
855, 1958 Tenn. App. LEXIS 146 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1958). 

Where numerous material contradictions 
were contained in rebutting testimony offered 
to overcome the statutory presumption, ques- 
tion of whether presumption was rebutted was 
for the jury. Haggard v. Jim Clayton Motors, 
Inc., 216 Tenn. 625, 393 S.W.2d 292, 1965 Tenn. 
LEXIS 608 (1965). 

This section and § 55-10-312 make proof of 
ownership prima facie evidence that the vehicle 
at the time of the accident was being operated 
by the owner or the owner’s employee for the 
owner’s use in the course and scope of employ- 
ment. Bullington v. Whitson, 223 Tenn. 315, 
444 §.W.2d 152, 1969 Tenn. LEXIS 415, 1969 
Tenn. LEXIS 416 (1969). 

The presumption or prima facie case of re- 
spondeat superior created by proof of owner- 
ship of the vehicle is displaced as a matter of 
law by material evidence to the contrary of the 
presumed fact that operation was in defen- 
dant’s service, where the evidence is uncontra- 
dicted and comes from witnesses whose cred- 
ibility is not in issue. Yellow Cab, Inc. v. York, 
58 Tenn. App. 177, 427 S.W.2d 854, 1967 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 217 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967); Ford v. 
Reeder Chevrolet Co., 663 S.W.2d 803, 1983 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 649 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1983). 

The presumption of owner-driver agency cre- 
ated by ownership of a vehicle under this sec- 
tion can be rebutted by credible proof, elicited 
at trial or prior thereto, that the driver was in 
fact operating the vehicle without authority of 
the owner. Ferguson v. Tomerlin, 656 S.W.2d 
378, 1983 Tenn. App. LEXIS 601 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1983). 

Jury instruction that employee driving ve- 
hicle and his employer who owned the vehicle 
were to be treated as one was proper where 
employer offered no proof to rebut the statutory 
presumptions. Long v. Mattingly, 797 S.W.2d 
889, 1990 Tenn. App. LEXIS 450 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1990). 

Evidence that an employee was responsible 
for all duties incident to his job as foreman for 
an absentee owner and, thus, had at least 
implicit permission to use the owner’s truck 
created an issue of fact as to whether he was 
acting within the course and scope of his em- 
ployment at the time of an accident. Warren v. 
Estate of Kirk, 954 S.W.2d 722, 1997 Tenn. 
LEXIS 512 (Tenn. 1997). 


4, Nature of Presumption. 
Even though under this section and § 55-10- 
312, the presumption of owner-driver agency, 
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raised by ownership or registration of a vehicle 
involved in the death of a pedestrian, can be 
rebutted by proof that the driver had no author- 
ity from owner or owner’s other employees to 
drive and was not in the scope of his employ- 
ment, circumstantial evidence that the defen- 
dant was the owner and that the vehicle was 
being operated by a general employee under 
normal business conditions, will present a jury 
question as to the owner’s liability. Jones v. 
Agnew, 197 Tenn. 499, 274 S.W.2d 825, 1954 
Tenn. LEXIS 515 (1954). 

Presumption of use for owner of motor ve- 
hicle under this section and § 55-10-312 is 
rebuttable where there is credible evidence 
that the motor vehicle at the time of the acci- 
dent was driven without the owner’s knowledge 
or permission, particularly where plaintiffs 
declaration is based on the negligence of the 
defendant in leaving car where it could be 
stolen by thief who negligently caused accident. 
Teague v. Pritchard, 38 Tenn. App. 686, 279 
S.W.2d 706, 1954 Tenn. App. LEXIS 153 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1954), superseded by statute as stated 
in, McClenahan v. Cooley, 806 S.W.2d 767, 1991 
Tenn. LEXIS 100 (Tenn. 1991). 

This section and § 55-10-312 do not destroy 
the preexisting general rules of the common 
law or render inapplicable the rules of circum- 
stantial evidence. Moore v. Watkins, 41 Tenn. 
App. 246, 293 S.W.2d 185, 1956 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 165 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

In action for wrongful death by administrator 
of passenger in automobile against estate of 
owner arising out of automobile accident in- 
volving violent impact in which both owner and 
passenger were killed and to which there were 
no eyewitnesses, physical facts and presump- 
tion that owner was driving which arose from 
his presence in the car was sufficient to send 
the case to the jury under the common law 
rules, and the application of this section and 
§ 55-10-312 to situations where the owner is 
present in the automobile was reserved. Moore 
v. Watkins, 41 Tenn. App. 246, 293 S.W.2d 185, 
1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 165 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1956). 

The presumption created by the 1957 amend- 
ment to the effect that proof of ownership is 
prima facie evidence that vehicle was being 
operated by owner or by owner’s employee for 
use and benefit of owner and in the course and 
scope of employment casts upon the defendant 
the burden of going forward with the proof but 
upon introduction of credible evidence on the 
subject the statutory presumption disappears; 
however, if there is any substantial evidence 
upon which the jury can discredit the witness 
by his own statements or by other credible proof 
and there is no other uncontradicted credible 
evidence, the presumption remains in the case. 
Moore v. Union Chevrolet Co., 46 Tenn. App. 
206, 326 S.W.2d 855, 1958 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
146 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1958); Jones v. Ford Motor 
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Co., 48 Tenn. App. 243, 345 S.W.2d 681, 1960 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 117 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1960); 
Haggard v. Jim Clayton Motors, Inc., 216 Tenn. 
625, 393 S.W.2d 292, 1965 Tenn. LEXIS 608 
(1965). 

The presumption or prima facie case created 
by this section is not dispelled as a matter of 
law by evidence to the contrary of the presumed 
fact unless the evidence is uncontradicted and 
comes from witnesses whose credibility is not in 
issue. Sadler v. Draper, 46 Tenn. App. 1, 326 
S.W.2d 148, 1959 Tenn. App. LEXIS 84 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1959); Haggard v. Jim Clayton Motors, 
Inc., 216 Tenn. 625, 393 S.W.2d 292, 1965 Tenn. 
LEXIS 608 (1965). 

The presumption or prima facie case of re- 
spondeat superior created by proof of owner- 
ship of the automobile involved in the accident 
is displaced as a matter of law by material 
evidence to the contrary of the presumed fact 
(i.e., operation of automobile in owner’s service) 
where the evidence is uncontradicted and 
comes from witnesses whose credibility is not in 
issue; however, if the witness offering the evi- 
dence in rebuttal of the presumption is contra- 
dicted on any material point or is impeached or 
discredited by any mode recognized by law, the 
trial court may not hold as a matter of law that 
the presumption has disappeared and direct a 
verdict but must permit the jury to decide if the 
testimony overcomes the presumption. Buck v. 
West, 58 Tenn. App. 539, 434 S.W.2d 616, 1968 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 313 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 

Where motor vehicle had been loaned to 
person who became intoxicated and wrecked it 
and it was established that vehicle was being 
used with owner’s consent but not for her 
benefit, a bailment was established but no 
prima facie case of negligent entrustment was 
found. Dukes v. McGimsey, 500 S.W.2d 448, 
1973 Tenn. App. LEXIS 283 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1973). 

Car owners’ offer of testimony negating the 
issue of agency by virtue of lack of consent for 
their cousin to drive their vehicle, standing 
alone, could not overcome the prima facie evi- 
dence of an owner-driver agency relationship 
created by T.C.A. § 55-10-311(a), because the 
car owners’ status as interested witnesses 
placed their credibility in question; therefore, 
the trial court’s grant of summary judgment in 
the victims’ personal injury lawsuit was im- 
proper. Godfrey v. Ruiz, 90 S.W.3d 692, 2002 
Tenn. LEXIS 563 (Tenn. 2002). 


5. Facts Precluding Presumption. 

Where auto sales company used car on 
streets of city for demonstration purposes with 
dealer plates attached and no license was ever 
issued to it this section did not apply. Biggert v. 
Memphis Power & Light Co., 168 Tenn. 638, 80 
S.W.2d 90, 1934 Tenn. LEXIS 95 (1935). 

In an action to recover on an insurance policy 
where it was shown that person had neither 
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permission nor implied permission to drive car, 
no presumption of permission will be indulged 
in the face of the proven facts to the contrary. 
Card v. Commercial Casualty Ins. Co., 20 Tenn. 
App. 132, 95 S.W.2d 1281, 1936 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 10 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1936). 


6. Application and Scope. 

The 1957 amendment providing that proof of 
ownership shall be prima facie evidence that 
vehicle was being operated by owner or by 
owner’s servant for owner’s use and benefit and 
within the course and scope of his employment 
was applicable to all cases tried after its effec- 
tive date irrespective of whether action was 
brought before or after the date. Sadler v. 
Draper, 46 Tenn. App. 1, 326 S.W.2d 148, 1959 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 84 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1959). 

Where it was proved that offending automo- 
bile was owned by automobile dealer, this sec- 
tion applied even though registration had not 
been changed to dealer's name. Sadler v. 
Draper, 46 Tenn. App. 1, 326 S.W.2d 148, 1959 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 84 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1959). 

Commercial trailer or semitrailer which had 
no propelling or automotive power of its own 
did not fall within the scope of this section and 
proof of ownership of the trailer did not create 
the presumption provided by this section. 
Fuller v. Tennessee-Carolina Transp. Co., 63 
Tenn. App. 330, 471 S.W.2d 953, 1970 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 318 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1970). 


7. Summary Judgment and Directed Ver- 
dicts. 
Ordinarily the prima facie case established 
from proof of ownership is sufficient to over- 
come a motion for summary judgment as well 
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as a motion for directed verdict at trial at the 
end of the plaintiffs proof. Hamrick v. Spring 
City Motor Co., 708 S.W.2d 383, 1986 Tenn. 
LEXIS 670 (Tenn. 1986). 

Grant of summary judgment in favor of the 
vehicle owner in the passenger’s action after 
she was injured in an accident was proper; 
although T.C.A. § 55-10-311 created prima fa- 
cie evidence that the driver was operating the 
vehicle with the authority, knowledge, and con- 
sent of the owner, that did not automatically 
mean that the owner was liable for the driver’s 
actions. Section 55-10-311 did not create any 
cause of action but rather established certain 
prima facie evidence; permissive use, standing 
alone, established only a bailment and in and of 
itself, was not a basis for the imposition of 
personal liability upon the owner of a vehicle. 
Strine v. Walton, 323 S.W.3d 480, 2010 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 268 (Tenn. Ct. App. Apr. 15, 2010), 
appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 2010 Tenn. LEXIS 
768 (Tenn. Aug. 25, 2010). 

Trial court erred by granting the vehicle 
owner summary judgment in a wrongful death 
action based on vicarious liability as the result 
of a fatal car accident that was allegedly caused 
by the owner’s son, who was also an employee 
of the owner, because it was undisputed that 
the son’s employment necessitated his travel on 
the road where the collision occurred, and 
whether he had deviated from the owner’s 
business prior to the collision was a material 
fact that was in dispute. Because the owner and 
his son were interested parties, their credibility 
was at issue. Gray v. Baird, — S.W.3d —, 2020 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 223 (Tenn. Ct. App. May 19, 
2020). 


55-10-312. Registration prima facie evidence of ownership and that 
operation was for owner’s benefit — Exception for dealers’ 


loaner vehicles. 


(a) Proof of the registration of the motor-propelled vehicle in the name of 
any person shall be prima facie evidence of ownership of the motor propelled 
vehicle by the person in whose name the vehicle is registered; and the proof of 
registration shall likewise be prima facie evidence that the vehicle was then 
and there being operated by the owner or by the owner’s servant for the 
owner’s use and benefit and within the course and scope of the servant’s 
employment. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to any automobile dealer who provides a 
customer a loaner vehicle without charge while the customer’s vehicle is being 
serviced or repaired by the dealer. The dealer shall not be vicariously liable 
under any vicarious liability theory, to any person injured as the result of an 
accident caused in whole or in part by a customer driving a loaner vehicle 
provided by the dealer where the dealer was provided with proof of insurance 
by the customer prior to the customer being provided with the loaner vehicle. 
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History. 

Acts 1921, ch. 162, § 2; 1923, ch. 59; Shan. 
Supp., § 3079a198b2; mod. Code 1932, § 2702; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1038; Acts 2012, ch. 884, 
§.2: 


Textbooks. 

Tennessee Forms (Robinson, Ramsey and 
Harwell), No. 1-8-2. 

Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
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tomobiles, §§ 15, 25, 30, 36, 37; 19 Tenn. Juris., 
Negligence, § 35. 

Tennessee Law of Evidence (2nd ed., Cohen, 
Paine and Sheppeard), § 300.3. 


Law Reviews. 

Agency — Presumption of Authorized Use of 
Motor Vehicle from Ownership or Registration, 
28 Tenn. L. Rev. 279. 
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OONRM MR ON HE 


1. In General. 

This section and § 55-10-311 do not destroy 
the preexisting general rules of the common 
law or render inapplicable the rules of circum- 
stantial evidence. Moore v. Watkins, 41 Tenn. 
App. 246, 293 S.W.2d 185, 1956 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 165 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

This section is unaffected by the court’s rul- 
ing that an automobile passenger is imputable 
with contributory negligence only if there is a 
showing of a master-servant relationship or of a 
joint enterprise. Cole v. Woods, 548 S.W.2d 640, 
1977 Tenn. LEXIS 546 (Tenn. 1977). 


2. Purpose of Section. 

Obviously the only purpose of this section 
was to show that the mere proof of ownership 
was not enough to show or make a prima facie 
case that the car was being operated by the 
owner or the owner’s servant for the owner’s 
use and benefit. Midwest Dairy Products Co. v. 
Esso Standard Oil Co., 193 Tenn. 553, 246 
S.W.2d 974, 1952 Tenn. LEXIS 325 (1952). 


3. Applicability of Section. 

This section is limited to actions for personal 
injury and property damage in civil cases since 
it is in derogation of the common law. Reece v. 
State, 197 Tenn. 383, 273 S.W.2d 475, 1954 
Tenn. LEXIS 498 (1954). 

This section is not applicable where plaintiffs 
failed to continue examination of county clerk 
relative to registration of car after defendant 
admitted he owned the car involved in the 
collision. Teague v. Pritchard, 38 Tenn. App. 


686, 279 S.W.2d 706, 1954 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
153 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1954), superseded by stat- 
ute as stated in, McClenahan v. Cooley, 806 
S.W.2d 767, 1991 Tenn. LEXIS 100 (Tenn. 
1991). 


4, Strict Construction. 

This statute, being in derogation of the com- 
mon law, must be strictly construed, and it is 
limited in its application to cases wherein there 
is proof of registration and no proof of agency. 
English v. George Cole Motor Co., 21 Tenn. App. 
408, 111 S.W.2d 386, 1937 Tenn. App. LEXIS 44 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1937). 


5. Pleading. 

Statute providing that proof of registration 
shall be prima facie evidence that registered 
motor vehicle was then and there being oper- 
ated by owner, or by owner’s servant for owner’s 
use and benefit and within the course and scope 
of his employment, relates entirely to matters 
of evidence and does not dispense with neces- 
sity for proper pleadings as an essential predi- 
cate of a judgment. Curtis v. Kyte, 21 Tenn. 
App. 115, 106 S.W.2d 234, 1937 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 138 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1937). 


6. Presumption. 

Where auto sales company used car on 
streets of city for demonstration purposes with 
dealer plates attached and no license was ever 
issued to it this section did not apply. Biggert v. 
Memphis Power & Light Co., 168 Tenn. 638, 80 
S.W.2d 90, 1934 Tenn. LEXIS 95 (1935). 

In an action to recover on an insurance policy 
where it was shown that person had neither 
permission nor implied permission to drive car, 
no presumption of permission will be indulged 
in the face of the proven facts to the contrary. 
Card v. Commercial Casualty Ins. Co., 20 Tenn. 
App. 132, 95 S.W.2d 1281, 1936 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 10 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1936). 

The statutory presumption arising from reg- 
istration that a car is being operated with the 
owner’s permission is rebuttable and was re- 
butted in an automobile accident case where 
the son of the owner was driving the car and the 
father strongly denied any permission was 
given to the son or that the son was on a 
business trip and his testimony was uncontra- 
dicted by plaintiffs. Long v. Tomlin, 22 Tenn. 
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App. 607, 125 S.W.2d 171, 1938 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 62 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1938). 

Under the provisions of this section and 
§ 55-10-311 the bare proof of ownership is not 
presumptive evidence that a vehicle involved in 
an accident was being used in the owner’s 
business at the time but there must be proof of 
registration in the owner’s name to create the 
presumption. East Tennessee & Western North 
Carolina Motor Transp. Co. v. Brooks, 173 
Tenn. 542, 121 S.W.2d 559, 1938 Tenn. LEXIS 
40 (1938); Midwest Dairy Products Co. v. Esso 
Standard Oil Co., 193 Tenn. 553, 246 S.W.2d 
974, 1952 Tenn. LEXIS 325 (1952). 

The presumption raised by this section is a 
bare, rebuttable presumption available only in 
the absence of any evidence upon the subject 
and operates merely to shift to the defendant 
the burden of going forward with the evidence 
on the point involved and when this burden is 
met the presumption is functus officio. South- 
ern Motors, Inc. v. Morton, 25 Tenn. App. 204, 
154 $.W.2d 801, 1941 Tenn. App. LEXIS 95 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1941). 

Under this section, when the ownership of 
taxicab was proven and admitted, there was 
presumption which was prima facie evidence 
that taxicab at time of accident was being 
operated and used with the authority, knowl- 
edge and consent of the owners and was being 
operated for the owner’s use and benefit and 
within the scope of the employment of the 
driver. Mofield v. Haynes, 33 Tenn. App. 127, 
230 S.W.2d 200, 1950 Tenn. App. LEXIS 92 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1950). 

The presumption fixed by statute is a rule of 
law which attaches to certain evidentiary facts 
and is productive of certain procedural conse- 
quences respecting the duty of proceeding with 
the evidence, but where evidence contrary to a 
presumption is offered, the presumption disap- 
pears and the case stands upon the facts and 
whatever inferences may be drawn therefrom. 
Bell Cab & U-Drive-It Co. v. Sloan, 193 Tenn. 
352, 246 S.W.2d 41, 1952 Tenn. LEXIS 298 
(1952). 

Where prima facie case was made under this 
section in favor of injured cab passenger, and it 
was presumed that driver was on cab owner’s 
business and acting within scope of his author- 
ity, this presumption disappeared when cred- 
ible evidence was offered showing that cab was 
not being used for owner’s benefit at time of 
accident. Bell Cab & U-Drive-It Co. v. Sloan, 
193 Tenn. 352, 246 S.W.2d 41, 1952 Tenn. 
LEXIS 298 (1952). 

Circumstantial evidence to overcome rebut- 
ting proof that driver involved in injuring pe- 
destrian was not authorized to drive and to aid 
presumption of owner-driver agency, raised by 
ownership or registration of vehicle, must show 
that the vehicle was operated by a person 
generally employed by the owner in operation 
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of vehicle. Jones v. Agnew, 197 Tenn. 499, 274 
S.W.2d 825, 1954 Tenn. LEXIS 515 (1954). 

Even though under this section and § 55-10- 
311, the presumption of owner-driver agency, 
raised by ownership or registration of a vehicle 
involved in the death of a pedestrian, can be 
rebutted by proof that the driver had no author- 
ity from owner or owner’s other employees to 
drive and was not in the scope of his employ- 
ment, circumstantial evidence that the defen- 
dant was the owner and that the vehicle was 
being operated by a general employee under 
normal business conditions, will present a jury 
question as to the owner’s liability. Jones v. 
Agnew, 197 Tenn. 499, 274 S.W.2d 825, 1954 
Tenn. LEXIS 515 (1954). 

Presumption of use for owner of motor ve- 
hicle under this section and § 55-10-311 is 
rebuttable where there is credible evidence 
that the motor vehicle at the time of the acci- 
dent was driven without the owner’s knowledge 
or permission, particularly where plaintiffs 
declaration is based on the negligence of the 
defendant in leaving car where it could be 
stolen by thief who negligently caused accident. 
Teague v. Pritchard, 38 Tenn. App. 686, 279 
S.W.2d 706, 1954 Tenn. App. LEXIS 153 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1954), superseded by statute as stated 
in, McClenahan v. Cooley, 806 S.W.2d 767, 1991 
Tenn. LEXIS 100 (Tenn. 1991). 

In action for personal injuries by pedestrian 
struck by automobile which sister of owner was 
driving and in which owner was riding, proof of 
ownership and of registration in owner’s name 
created a presumption which prima facie made 
out a case that car was being operated by owner 
or by her agent for her use and trial court did 
not err in refusing to direct a verdict for owner. 
McParland v. Pruitt, 39 Tenn. App. 399, 284 
S.W.2d 299, 1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 76 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1955). 

This section raises a rebuttable presumption 
that the automobile was being operated by the 
owner or the owner’s servant for the owner’s 
use and benefit which casts upon the defendant 
the burden of going forward with the proof, and 
the presumption disappears upon the introduc- 
tion of any positive credible evidence on the 
subject. Ross v. Griggs, 41 Tenn. App. 491, 296 
S.W.2d 641, 1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 65 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1955). 

This section and § 55-10-311 do not destroy 
the preexisting general rules of the common 
law or render inapplicable the rules of circum- 
stantial evidence. Moore v. Watkins, 41 Tenn. 
App. 246, 293 S.W.2d 185, 1956 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 165 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 

In action for wrongful death by administrator 
of passenger in automobile against estate of 
owner arising out of automobile accident in- 
volving violent impact in which both owner and 
passenger were killed and to which there were 
no eyewitnesses, physical facts and presump- 
tion that owner was driving which arose from 
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his presence in the car was sufficient to send 
the case to the jury under the common law 
rules, and the application of this section and 
§ 55-10-311 to situations where the owner is 
present in the automobile was reserved. Moore 
v. Watkins, 41 Tenn. App. 246, 293 S.W.2d 185, 
1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 165 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1956). 

Under the 1957 amendment proof of owner- 
ship is prima facie evidence that the vehicle at 
the time of the accident was being operated by 
the owner or by owner’s employee for the own- 
er’s use and in the course and scope of employ- 
ment and the same type of presumption is 
raised as is already provided under § 55-10- 
311 under proof of registration. Moore v. Union 
Chevrolet Co., 46 Tenn. App. 206, 326 S.W.2d 
855, 1958 Tenn. App. LEXIS 146 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1958). 

The presumption created by the 1957 amend- 
ment to the effect that proof of ownership is 
prima facie evidence that vehicle was being 
operated by owner or by owner’s employee for 
use and benefit of owner and in the course and 
scope of employment casts upon the defendant 
the burden of going forward with the proof but 
upon introduction of credible evidence on the 
subject the statutory presumption disappears; 
however, if there is any substantial evidence 
upon which the jury can discredit the witness 
by his own statements or by other credible proof 
and there is no other uncontradicted credible 
evidence, the presumption remains in the case. 
Moore v. Union Chevrolet Co., 46 Tenn. App. 
206, 326 S.W.2d 855, 1958 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
146 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1958); Jones v. Ford Motor 
Co., 48 Tenn. App. 243, 345 S.W.2d 681, 1960 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 117 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1960); 
Haggard v. Jim Clayton Motors, Inc., 216 Tenn. 
625, 393 S.W.2d 292, 1965 Tenn. LEXIS 608 
(1965). 

Where traveling employee was injured while 
driving employer’s automobile and returning to 
city of residence and employment by one of two 
alternate routes after completing business mis- 
sion for employer, injury was compensable un- 
der Workers’ Compensation Law in absence of 
evidence to rebut presumption that he was on a 
business errand. Gregory v. Porter, 204 Tenn. 
582, 322 S.W.2d 591, 1959 Tenn. LEXIS 312 
(1959). 

The presumption or prima facie case created 
by this section is not dispelled as a matter of 
law by evidence to the contrary of the presumed 
fact unless the evidence is uncontradicted and 
comes from witnesses whose credibility is not in 
issue. Sadler v. Draper, 46 Tenn. App. 1, 326 
S.W.2d 148, 1959 Tenn. App. LEXIS 84 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1959); Haggard v. Jim Clayton Motors, 
Inc., 216 Tenn. 625, 393 S.W.2d 292, 1965 Tenn. 
LEXIS 608 (1965). 

Where numerous material contradictions 
were contained in rebutting testimony offered 
to overcome the statutory presumption, ques- 
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tion of whether presumption was rebutted was 
for the jury. Haggard v. Jim Clayton Motors, 
Inc., 216 Tenn. 625, 393 S.W.2d 292, 1965 Tenn. 
LEXIS 608 (1965). 

The statutory presumption casts upon the 
defendant the burden of going forward with the 
proof, and upon the introduction of credible 
evidence on the subject the statutory presump- 
tion disappears; however, if there is any sub- 
stantial evidence upon which the jury can dis- 
credit the witness by his own statements or by 
other contradictory proof and there is no uncon- 
tradicted credible evidence upon the subject, 
the statutory presumption remains in the case. 
Jones v. Ford Motor Co., 48 Tenn. App. 243, 345 
S.W.2d 681, 1960 Tenn. App. LEXIS 117 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1960); Haggard v. Jim Clayton Motors, 
Inc., 216 Tenn. 625, 393 S.W.2d 292, 1965 Tenn. 
LEXIS 608 (1965). 

Where numerous material contradictions 
were contained in rebutting testimony offered 
to overcome the statutory presumption, ques- 
tion of whether presumption was rebutted was 
for the jury. Haggard v. Jim Clayton Motors, 
Inc., 216 Tenn. 625, 393 S.W.2d 292, 1965 Tenn. 
LEXIS 608 (1965). 

The presumption or prima facie case of re- 
spondeat superior created by proof of owner- 
ship of the vehicle is displaced as a matter of 
law by material evidence to the contrary of the 
presumed fact that operation was in defen- 
dant’s service, where the evidence is uncontra- 
dicted and comes from witnesses whose cred- 
ibility is not in issue. Yellow Cab, Inc. v. York, 
58 Tenn. App. 177, 427 S.W.2d 854, 1967 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 217 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967); Ford v. 
Reeder Chevrolet Co., 663 S.W.2d 803, 1983 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 649 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1983). 

The presumption or prima facie case of re- 
spondeat superior created by proof of owner- 
ship of the automobile involved in the accident 
is displaced as a matter of law by material 
evidence to the contrary of the presumed fact 
(i.e., operation of automobile in owner’s service) 
where the evidence is uncontradicted and 
comes from witnesses whose credibility is not in 
issue; however, if the witness offering the evi- 
dence in rebuttal of the presumption is contra- 
dicted on any material point or is impeached or 
discredited by any mode recognized by law, the 
trial court may not hold as a matter of law that 
the presumption has disappeared and direct a 
verdict but must permit the jury to decide if the 
testimony overcomes the presumption. Buck v. 
West, 58 Tenn. App. 539, 434 S.W.2d 616, 1968 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 313 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1968). 

This section and § 55-10-311 make proof of 
ownership prima facie evidence that the vehicle 
at the time of the accident was being operated 
by the owner or the owner’s employee for the 
owner’s use in the course and scope of employ- 
ment. Bullington v. Whitson, 223 Tenn. 315, 
444 §$.W.2d 152, 1969 Tenn. LEXIS 415, 1969 
Tenn. LEXIS 416 (1969). 
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Where motor vehicle had been loaned to 
person who became intoxicated and wrecked it 
and it was established that vehicle was being 
used with owner’s consent but not for her 
benefit, a bailment was established but no 
prima facie case of negligent entrustment was 
found. Dukes v. McGimsey, 500 S.W.2d 448, 
1973 Tenn. App. LEXIS 283 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1973). 

The presumption of owner-driver agency cre- 
ated by ownership of a vehicle under this sec- 
tion can be rebutted by credible proof, elicited 
at trial or prior thereto, that the driver was in 
fact operating the vehicle without authority of 
the owner. Ferguson v. Tomerlin, 656 S.W.2d 
378, 1983 Tenn. App. LEXIS 601 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1983). 

Jury instruction that employee driving ve- 
hicle and his employer who owned the vehicle 
were to be treated as one was proper where 
employer offered no proof to rebut the statutory 
presumptions. Long v. Mattingly, 797 S.W.2d 
889, 1990 Tenn. App. LEXIS 450 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1990). 

Proof of the vehicle’s ownership and registra- 
tion is prima facie evidence that the vehicle was 
being used with the authority and for the 
benefit of the owner, and jury instruction that 
employee driving vehicle and his employer who 
owned the vehicle were to be treated as one was 
proper where employer offered no proof to rebut 
the statutory presumption. Long v. Mattingly, 
797 S.W.2d 889, 1990 Tenn. App. LEXIS 450 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1990). 

Evidence that an employee was responsible 
for all duties incident to his job as foreman for 
an absentee owner and, thus, had at least 
implicit permission to use the owner’s truck 
created an issue of fact as to whether he was 
acting within the course and scope of his em- 
ployment at the time of an accident. Warren v. 
Estate of Kirk, 954 S.W.2d 722, 1997 Tenn. 
LEXIS 512 (Tenn. 1997). 

Car owners’ offer of testimony negating the 
issue of agency by virtue of lack of consent for 
their cousin to drive their vehicle, standing 
alone, could not overcome the prima facie evi- 
dence of an owner-driver agency relationship 
created by T.C.A. § 55-10-311(a), because the 
car owners’ status as interested witnesses 
placed their credibility in question; therefore, 
the trial court’s grant of summary judgment in 
the victims’ personal injury lawsuit was im- 
proper. Godfrey v. Ruiz, 90 S.W.3d 692, 2002 
Tenn. LEXIS 563 (Tenn. 2002). 


7. —Effect of Registration. 

Registered owner of automobile was liable for 
accident of transferee where no notice of sale 
was filed. United States Fidelity & Guaranty 
Co. v. Allen, 158 Tenn. 504, 14 S.W.2d 724, 1928 
Tenn. LEXIS 180 (1929). 

In the absence of evidence, in an action for 
wrongful death of plaintiffs decedent in colli- 
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sion of automobile, that the automobile which 
was being operated by defendant’s son at the 
time of the collision was registered in the name 
of defendant, no presumption arises that the 
automobile driven by defendant’s son was being 
used in defendant’s business. Jetton v. Polk, 17 
Tenn. App. 395, 68 S.W.2d 127, 1933 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 74 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1933). 

Noncompliance with requirements of former 
registration law relating to transfer of owner- 
ship did not render owner liable for the negli- 
gence of driver unless latter was acting within 
the scope of his employment and on owner’s 
business. Bright v. Neal, 168 Tenn. 11, 73 
S.W.2d 686, 1933 Tenn. LEXIS 77 (1934). 

Where there was no direct evidence in auto- 
mobile accident case that car was being driven 
on business of defendant, and there was evi- 
dence that it was not registered in defendant’s 
name, circumstances did not raise statutory 
presumption that car was being operated by 
owner’s servant for owner’s use and benefit and 
within course and scope of his employment, the 
presumption arising only upon proof of regis- 
tration in owner’s name. English v. George Cole 
Motor Co., 21 Tenn. App. 408, 111 S.W.2d 386, 
1937 Tenn. App. LEXIS 44 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1937). 

Section 55-10-311 and this section do not 
make bare proof of ownership presumptive evi- 
dence that a vehicle involved in an accident was 
being used in the owner’s business at the time; 
proof of registration in the owner’s name is 
necessary to create the presumption under the 
statutes. Midwest Dairy Products Co. v. Esso 
Standard Oil Co., 193 Tenn. 553, 246 S.W.2d 
974, 1952 Tenn. LEXIS 325 (1952). 

In an action for indemnity by a transport 
company against the owner of a truck stop 
whose employee had been driving a truck trac- 
tor owned by the transport company when it 
injured a third party, proof of ownership and 
registration of the tractor was sufficient to 
establish the liability of the transport company 
to the injured third party. Terminal Transport 
Co. v. Cliffside Leasing Corp., 577 S.W.2d 455, 
1979 Tenn. LEXIS 422 (Tenn. 1979). 


8. —Sufficiency of Presumption. 

The presumption created by this section is 
not sufficient to take the case to the jury where 
there is positive evidence that the automobile 
was not being used on the owner’s business. 
Wright v. Bridges, 16 Tenn. App. 576, 65 S.W.2d 
265, 1933 Tenn. App. LEXIS 29 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1933). 

The statutory presumption arising from 
proof of the registration of a motor vehicle in 
the defendant’s name only casts upon him the 
burden of going forward with the proof, and the 
presumption disappears upon the introduction 
of any positive credible evidence on the subject. 
McMahan v. Tucker, 31 Tenn. App. 429, 216 
S.W.2d 356, 1948 Tenn. App. LEXIS 104 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1948). 
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9. —Where Presumption Will Not Apply. 

In an action based on the statutory presump- 
tion “that proof of registration is prima facie 
evidence that the vehicle is being operated by 
the owner or the owner’s servant for the own- 
er’s use and benefit and within the course and 
scope of his employment,” it was alleged that 
the defendant owned the car in question, but 
the registration was in the defendant’s part- 
ner’s name and hence the presumption could 
not apply. Maysay v. Hickman, 20 Tenn. App. 
262, 97 S.W.2d 662, 1986 Tenn. App. LEXIS 22 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1936). 

Where defendant in automobile accident case 
had failed to procure transfer of license number 
from previous owner as required by statute, 
and plaintiffs contended they were entitled to 
same statutory presumption which would have 
arisen from proof that automobile was regis- 
tered in defendant’s name, there was no liabil- 
ity for violation of statute requiring the trans- 
fer of number in absence of causal connection 
between violation of statute and injury. English 
v. George Cole Motor Co., 21 Tenn. App. 408, 
111 S.W.2d 386, 1937 Tenn. App. LEXIS 44 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1937). 

Where the registration had not been changed 
from prior owner to present owner, injured 
plaintiff could not rely upon the presumption 
that the automobile involved in the collision 
was being operated at the time of the collision 
by the present owner’s servant for owner’s use 
and within the scope of servant’s employment. 
Liability for personal injuries cannot be predi- 
cated upon violation of a statute unless the 
violation was proximate cause of the injury. 
English v. George Cole Motor Co., 21 Tenn. App. 
408, 111 S.W.2d 386, 1937 Tenn. App. LEXIS 44 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1937). 

Where automobile agency sold new car and 
allowed purchaser to use dealer plates until he 
could secure new plates the agency was not 
liable for accident of purchaser enroute to get 
plates, since car being a new car was not 
registered in the name of anyone, and pur- 
chaser was not driving the car as agent of the 
agency but was enroute on a personal mission. 
Callis v. Capitol Chevrolet, Inc., 26 Tenn. App. 
309, 171 S.W.2d 828, 1943 Tenn. App. LEXIS 99 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1943). 

In an action to recover for personal injuries, 
the conditional seller of the automobile causing 
the injuries was not liable even though he had 
not reported the sale and even though he had 
permitted the buyer to use his tags since al- 
though he was the technical legal owner, the 
buyer was clearly not his agent and since there 
was no causal connection between these viola- 
tions of the law and the accident. Callis v. 
Capitol Chevrolet, Inc., 26 Tenn. App. 309, 171 
S.W.2d 828, 1943 Tenn. App. LEXIS 99 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1948). 

Prospective purchaser of automobile driving 
automobile for the purpose of demonstrating it 
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to himself to determine whether he should 
purchase it was a bailee of the vehicle, and the 
dealer, whose license plates were on the ve- 
hicle, was not liable for the acts of the prospec- 
tive purchaser while driving the automobile. 
Hill v. Harrill, 203 Tenn. 123, 310 S.W.2d 169, 
1957 Tenn. LEXIS 469, 1958 Tenn. LEXIS 283 
(1958). 

Where evidence was to the effect that driver 
of automobile obtained automobile for purpose 
of test driving it and demonstrating it to his 
parents as prospective purchasers and evidence 
further indicated that at time of accident driver 
was on way to lake for purpose of motor boating 
and water skiing the legal presumption created 
by this section disappeared. Walters v. Kee, 51 
Tenn. App. 261, 366 S.W.2d 534, 1962 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 107 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1962). 


10. Prima Facie Case. 

Where the jury disbelieves the testimony of 
defendant’s witnesses to the effect that the 
automobile involved was not carrying defen- 
dant’s plates, the prima facie case remains. 
Wright v. Bridges, 16 Tenn. App. 576, 65 S.W.2d 
265, 1933 Tenn. App. LEXIS 29 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1933). 

Prima facie case against defendant, made out 
by proof that it was registered owner, was 
overcome by undisputed proof that driver was 
using the automobile without authority and for 
his own purposes. Gouldener v. Brittain, 173 
Tenn. 32, 114 $.W.2d 783, 1937 Tenn. LEXIS 9 
(1938). 

At the trial of an automobile accident case 
proof of registration of the car in the defen- 
dant’s name made a prima facie case for the 
jury that the car was being operated by his 
servant upon his business. Fulmer v. Jennings, 
24 Tenn. App. 635, 148 S.W.2d 39, 1940 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 72 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1940). 

Where proof established that car involved 
was owned and registered in name of defendant 
a prima facie case of agency was established, 
and fact there was some evidence that driver 
was hauling for himself instead of defendant 
did not prevent case from going to the jury on 
issue as to whether driver was driving car of 
defendant by virtue of prima facie agency es- 
tablished by proof of registration. McConnell v. 
Jones, 33 Tenn. App. 14, 228 S.W.2d 117, 1949 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 121 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1949). 

In a case where son lived at home with his 
family at the time of the accident, the vehicle 
was registered in the father’s name, and evi- 
dence provided to rebut the driver’s prima facie 
case was testimony that despite the vehicle’s 
registration, the father was not the owner of 
the subject vehicle at the time of the collision, 
the testimony received by trial court appar- 
ently did not persuade the court to rule in the 
father’s favor on the issue of ownership. Gray v. 
Mitsky, 280 S.W.3d 828, 2008 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 428 (Tenn. Ct. App. July 29, 2008). 
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11. Evidence. 

This section does not affect the preexisting 
general rule of the common law that the proof 
could be made by circumstantial evidence. 
Good v. Tennessee Coach Co., 30 Tenn. App. 
575, 209 S.W.2d 41, 1947 Tenn. App. LEXIS 111 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1947). 

This section and § 55-10-311 making proof of 
ownership of a motor vehicle prima facie evi- 
dence that it was being operated with the 
owner’s consent, and making proof of its regis- 
tration prima facie evidence that it was being 
operated by the owner or his servant in his 
business, merely added a new and easier mode 
of proof of the master-servant relation between 
the owner and the driver of the vehicle. Good v. 
Tennessee Coach Co., 30 Tenn. App. 575, 209 
S.W.2d 41, 1947 Tenn. App. LEXIS 111 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1947). 

Explanatory evidence overcomes the statu- 
tory presumption if there is no proof of a 
substantial nature tending to discredit the wit- 
ness. But if there is any substantial evidence 
upon which the jury could discredit the witness 
“by his own statements or by other contradic- 
tory proof” and there is no other credible evi- 
dence upon the subject, the statutory presump- 
tion remains in the case. McMahan v. Tucker, 
31 Tenn. App. 429, 216 S.W.2d 356, 1948 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 104 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1948). 

Under this section, when the ownership of 
taxicab was proven and admitted, there was 
presumption which was prima facie evidence 
that taxicab at time of accident was being 
operated and used with the authority, knowl- 
edge and consent of the owners and was being 
operated for the owner’s use and benefit and 
within the scope of the employment of the 
driver. Mofield v. Haynes, 33 Tenn. App. 127, 
230 S.W.2d 200, 1950 Tenn. App. LEXIS 92 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1950). 

In an automobile accident suit the evidence 
was sufficient to show that the defendant in 
court was the owner and driver of the car which 
had struck plaintiffs car. Malone v. Robinson, 
35 Tenn. App. 320, 245 S.W.2d 628, 1951 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 76 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1951). 

In action for wrongful death of guest in 
automobile arising out of automobile accident 
to which there were no eyewitnesses and in 
which both the guest and the owner were 
killed, where plaintiff introduced no positive 
testimony as to who was driving the automobile 
and the position of the body of the guest was the 
that it was difficult if not impossible to visual- 
ize any manner in which guest could have been 
driving the car, fact that body of owner was 
found outside the car was not sufficient to 
overcome the presumption that owner was op- 
erating automobile at the time of accident. Ross 
v. Griggs, 41 Tenn. App. 491, 296 S.W.2d 641, 
1955 Tenn. App. LEXIS 65 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1955). 
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12. Question for Jury. 

Where there is conflicting evidence on mate- 
rial points, so that the jury may disbelieve 
defendant’s witnesses thereon, the jury may 
also disbelieve the witnesses’ testimony that 
the automobile was not being used on the 
defendant’s business, and in that event the 
presumption created by this section remains 
sufficiently strong to take the question of 
agency to the jury. Wright v. Bridges, 16 Tenn. 
App. 576, 65 S.W.2d 265, 1933 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 29 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1933). 

In an automobile accident suit the evidence 
showed registration of the car in defendant 
thus raising the statutory presumption that 
defendant’s car was being operated by his agent 
in the course and scope of his employment, but 
since the defendant’s witnesses denied the car 
was being operated by his agent and were 
attacked as to their creditability the issue was 
properly left to the jury to determine if the 
driver of defendant’s car was his agent or not. 
Green v. Powell, 22 Tenn. App. 481, 124 S.W.2d 
269, 1938 Tenn. App. LEXIS 49 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1938). 

The presumption raised by this section is of 
the kind which operates primarily on the power 
of the judge and is not properly a factor to be 
considered by the jury in any event. Southern 
Motors, Inc. v. Morton, 25 Tenn. App. 204, 154 
S.W.2d 801, 1941 Tenn. App. LEXIS 95 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1941). 

In action for wrongful death by administrator 
of passenger in automobile against estate of 
owner arising out of automobile accident in- 
volving violent impact in which both owner and 
passenger were killed and to which there were 
no eyewitnesses, physical facts and presump- 
tion that owner was driving which arose from 
his presence in the car was sufficient to send 
the case to the jury under the common law 
rules, and the application of this section and 
§ 55-10-311 to situations where the owner is 
present in the automobile was reserved. Moore 
v. Watkins, 41 Tenn. App. 246, 293 S.W.2d 185, 
1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 165 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1956). 

Where there is conflicting evidence on mate- 
rial points rather than uncontradicted proof 
that vehicle was not being operated by owner or 
by servant or agent for owner’s benefit, pre- 
sumption created by proof of registration to 
effect that vehicle was being operated by owner 
or for his benefit does not vanish but remains 
sufficiently strong to take case to jury. McAmis 
v. Carlisle, 42 Tenn. App. 195, 300 S.W.2d 59, 
1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 123 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1956), superseded by statute as stated in, Cole 
v. Arnold, 545 S.W.2d 95, 1977 Tenn. LEXIS 603 
(Tenn. 1977). 

Trial court erred by granting the vehicle 
owner summary judgment in a wrongful death 
action based on vicarious liability as the result 
of a fatal car accident that was allegedly caused 
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by the owner’s son, who was also an employee 
of the owner, because it was undisputed that 
the son’s employment necessitated his travel on 
the road where the collision occurred, and 
whether he had deviated from the owner's 
business prior to the collision was a material 
fact that was in dispute. Because the owner and 
his son were interested parties, their credibility 
was at issue. Gray v. Baird, — S.W.3d —, 2020 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 223 (Tenn. Ct. App. May 19, 
2020). 


13. Charge to Jury. 

It was error for the court to charge that the 
presumption from registration must be consid- 
ered as evidence and weighed with the proven 
facts and that it could only be dissipated by 
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counterbalancing evidence. McMahan ey. 
Tucker, 31 Tenn. App. 429, 216 S.W.2d 356, 
1948 Tenn. App. LEXIS 104 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1948). 


14. Directed Verdict. 

Where testimony offered in rebuttal of pre- 
sumption of agency provided by this section 
was sufficiently impeached to prevent destruc- 
tion of the presumption so that it became a 
question for the jury to pass on the credibility of 
the testimony, trial court properly overruled 
motion for directed verdict in favor of owner of 
vehicle. Smith v. Phillips, 43 Tenn. App. 364, 
309 S.W.2d 382, 1956 Tenn. App. LEXIS 151 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1956). 


55-10-313. Employer’s liability for violations by employee driving 
nonmotor vehicle — Liability of driver. 


(a) The employer of any driver of a nonmotor vehicle who violates § 55-8- 
178, intentionally or through carelessness, is liable to an action for damages at 
the suit of anyone who, in person or property, sustains an injury thereby. 

(b) The person so offending, as well as that person’s employer, shall be liable 
to a civil action for all damages consequent on the violation. 


History. 
Code 1858, §§ 1179, 1181 (deriv. Acts 1837- 
1838, ch. 114, § 6); Shan., §§ 1606, 1608; Code 


1932, §§ 2678, 2679; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59- 
1039. 


55-10-314. Liability for spill of hazardous waste from twin trailer 
truck. 


If any person who is driving or in physical control of a twin trailer truck that 
contains hazardous waste, as defined in § 68-212-104, is adjudicated to have 
been at fault in a court of competent jurisdiction for an accident resulting in a 
spill of the hazardous waste, the employer of the person shall be jointly and 
severally responsible for: 

(1) Damages incurred as a result of the spill; and 
(2) Any clean-up cost that may result from the spill. 


Twin trailer trucks authorized on interstate 
and defense highways, § 55-7-208. 


History. 
Acts 1982, ch. 912, §, 5. 


Cross-References. 
Removal or abatement of hazardous sub- 
stances discharge, § 58-2-604. 


55-10-315. Traffic violation conviction fee. 


(a) Any municipality with a population of not less than one hundred sixty 
thousand (160,000) nor more than one hundred seventy thousand (170,000), 
according to the 1990 federal census or any subsequent federal census, by 
ordinance may levy a fee of up to seventy-five cents (75¢), to be collected on all 
convictions for traffic violations when the traffic citation was issued or the 
arrest was effected by a law enforcement officer of the municipality. “Traffic 
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violation” for purposes of this section means a violation of any provision of 
chapter 8 or 9 of this title or parts 1-5 of this chapter, or a violation of a 
municipal ordinance regulating traffic, or both state law and local ordinance 
violations. Municipal ordinances regulating traffic include those that regulate 
parking. 

(b) When the ordinance levying the fee applies to state traffic law violations, 
the municipal recorder, clerk, or other record keeping official shall forward a 
certified copy of the ordinance to the court handling traffic violations for the 
area in which the municipality is located. The court shall then collect the fee 
in accordance with the terms of the ordinance and remit revenues from the fee 
to the municipality monthly. 

(c) Revenues from the fee shall be used by the municipality for traffic safety, 
traffic education and drug education programs. 

(d) In addition to the fee authorized in subsection (a), those municipalities 
designated in subsection (a) may also by ordinance levy a fee of up to two 
dollars ($2.00) on each conviction for a traffic violation when the traffic citation 
is issued or the arrest is effected by a law enforcement officer of the 
municipality. Except for subsection (c), all pertinent provisions of this section 
applicable to the fee authorized in subsection (a) shall also apply to the fee 
authorized by this subsection (d). Revenues from the fee authorized in this 
subsection (d) shall be used to purchase or maintain, or both, an automated 
information system to support enforcement of traffic safety laws. 


History. 
Acts 1992, ch. 685, § 1; 1993, ch. 52, § :1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For tables of populations of Tennessee mu- 
nicipalities, see Volume 13 and its supplement. 


55-10-316. Entry into shopping center or office park premises for 
inspection purposes. 


Upon receiving written permission of the property owner or manager, a 
state, county or municipal law enforcement officer is authorized to go onto the 
premises of any shopping center, or office park, which is generally open to the 
public at-large in order to inspect any motor vehicle to determine if the vehicle 
is properly registered and licensed and, where applicable, if a county wheel tax 
or similar local fee on a motor vehicle is due and owing. 


History. 
Acts 1993, ch. 126, § 1. 


55-10-317. Enforcement of traffic laws on certain privately owned 
streets. 


Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, an officer of any state, 
county, or municipal law enforcement agency that is charged with the 
responsibility of enforcing traffic laws may also enforce traffic laws, issue 
citations for violations thereof and impose fines in accordance with state law or 
county or municipal ordinance, as appropriate, on privately owned streets that 
are dedicated as rights-of-way for traffic and are located within a residential 
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development having a combination of single family dwellings and multi-family 
dwellings. The enforcement of traffic laws within a private residential devel- 
opment shall be initiated only after the majority of residents in that develop- 
ment have submitted a written petition to the appropriate local governing body 
requesting the enforcement of traffic laws on the private street. If the local 
governing body approves the petition, the governing body shall establish the 
traffic laws in the development in the same manner as it does for public streets 


within its jurisdiction. 


History. 
Acts 1995, ch. 374, § 1. 


Attorney General Opinions. 
Authority of local governing body to establish 


Law enforcement officers not authorized to 
enforce speed limits and traffic controls on 
private, non-dedicated roads, OAG 03-088, 
2003 Tenn. AG LEXIS 107 (7/15/03). 


traffic laws for privately owned streets, OAG 
03-088, 2003 Tenn. AG LEXIS 107 (7/15/03). 


PART 4 
ALCOHOL AND DRUG RELATED OFFENSES 


55-10-401. Driving under the influence prohibited — Alcohol concen- 
tration in blood or breath. 


It is unlawful for any person to drive or to be in physical control of any 
automobile or other motor driven vehicle on any of the public roads and 
highways of the state, or on any streets or alleys, or while on the premises of 
any shopping center, trailer park, or apartment house complex, or any other 


premises that is generally frequented by the public at large, while: 

(1) Under the influence of any intoxicant, marijuana, controlled sub- 
stance, controlled substance analogue, drug, substance affecting the central 
nervous system, or combination thereof that impairs the driver’s ability to 
safely operate a motor vehicle by depriving the driver of the clearness of 
mind and control of oneself that the driver would otherwise possess; 

(2) The alcohol concentration in the person’s blood or breath is eight- 
hundredths of one percent (0.08%) or more; or 

(3) With a blood alcohol concentration of four-hundredths of one percent 
(0.04%) or more and the vehicle is a commercial motor vehicle as defined in 


§ 55-50-102. 


History. 

Acts 1958, ch. 202, § 1 (Williams, § 10830.2); 
Acts 1961, ch. 68, § 1; 1977, ch. 420, § 1; 1979, 
ch. 265, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1031; Acts 
1980, ch. 623, § 1; 1980, ch. 635, § 1; 1986, ch. 
842,§ 12; 1996, ch. 915, § 1; 2002, ch. 855, § 7; 
2010, ch. 1015, § 1; 2012, ch. 848, § 58; 2013, 
chi:l54,08 1; 2015; 'chi126.§.1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2010, ch. 921, § 14, provided that the 
administrative office of the courts shall develop 
and provide training to judges with jurisdiction 
over violations of § 55-10-401 to provide such 


judges with adequate knowledge to perform 
their duties under the act. 

Acts 2010, ch. 921, § 15, provided that the 
treasurer shall establish a method by which 
ignition interlock providers, as defined in § 55- 
10-412(a)(2) (now § 55-10-411(h)(3)), are reim- 
bursed from the interlock assistance fund for 
the payment of the costs associated with the 
lease, purchase, installation, removal and 
maintenance of ignition interlock devices for 
persons found to be indigent. 

Acts 2010, ch. 921, § 16, provided that the 
provisions of the act shall not be construed to be 
an appropriation of funds and no funds shall be 
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obligated or expended pursuant to the act un- 
less such funds are specifically appropriated by 
the general appropriations act. 


Cross-References. 

Alcohol abuse prevention, title 33, ch. 10, 
part 4. 

Appearance before magistrate required, 
§ 55-10-2083. 

Applicability of criminal injuries compensa- 
tion fund, § 40-24-1077. 

Citation in lieu of arrest chapter inapplicable 
to offense of driving under influence, § 7-63- 
107. 

Criminal injuries compensation fund, § 40- 
24-107. 

Drug abuse resistance education, title 49, ch. 
1, part 4. 

Enforcement powers of department of safety, 
§ 65-15-106. 

Enumeration as state offense in areas with 
metropolitan governments, § 7-3-312. 

Jurisdiction of sentencing court to grant fur- 
loughs, § 40-35-316. 

Jurisdiction of sentencing court to order work 
release, § 40-35-315. 

Memorandum of understanding, suspended 
prosecution, § 40-15-105. 

Motor vehicle breath-alcohol ignition inter- 
lock devices, § 55-10-417. 

Penalties for driving while intoxicated, § 55- 
10-403. 

Prisoners who may apply for release, proce- 
dure, § 41-2-128. 

Procedure for confiscation of property in 
cases of seizure of narcotic drugs or marijuana, 
§ 53-11-201. 

Procedure for seizing contraband in cases of 
seizure of tobacco products, § 67-4-1021. 

Procedure for seizing contraband property in 
cases of seizure of alcoholic beverages, § 57-9- 
202. 

Requirements for admission of results of 
breathalyzer, § 24-7-124. 

Revocation of certificate of school bus driver, 
§ 49-6-2108. 

Underage driving while impaired, § 55-10- 
415. 

Use of citations in lieu of arrest, § 40-7-118. 

Vehicular assault, § 39-13-106. 

Vehicular homicide, § 39-13-2138. 


Textbooks. 

Tennessee Criminal Practice and Procedure 
(Raybin), §§ 18.157, 27.111. 

Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 9, 28, 32, 33, 35; 16 Tenn. Juris., 
Intoxicating Liquors, § 12. 
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Tennessee Law of Evidence (2nd ed., Cohen, 
Paine and Sheppeard), § 401.28. 


Law Reviews. 

Balancing the Focus on Foreseeability: Cul- 
lum v. McCool and Tennessee’s Test for Busi- 
ness Liability for Third Party Acts, 45 U. Mem. 
L. Rev. 751 (2015). 

Recent Developments, Constitutional Law — 
Right of Confrontation — Right of the DUI 
Defendant to Cross-Examine a _ Laboratory 
Technician, 54 Tenn. L. Rev. 525 (1987). 

Torts — Hurd v. Woolfork: The Public Duty 
Doctrine in Tennessee, 28 U. Mem. L. Rev. 1279 
(1998). 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Constitutionality of a “per se blood-alcohol 
offense,” OAG 96-008, 1996 Tenn. AG LEXIS 8 
(1/24/96). 

Constitutionality of proposed legislation to 
revoke driver’s license of those refusing to take 
a blood alcohol test, OAG 96-048, 1996 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 388 (3/14/96). 

Allocation of driving under the influence 
fines and court costs, OAG 97-073, 1997 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 72 (5/19/97). 

Sentencing for child endangerment and DUI, 
OAG 99-165, 1999 Tenn. AG LEXIS 148 
(8/19/99). 

The offense of driving on a license which is 
revoked as a result of a conviction for driving 
under the influence (DUI) can be used as a 
predicate for establishing habitual offender sta- 
tus when the predicate offense occurs more 
than one year after the underlying DUI convic- 
tion, and there is no limit on how long after the 
DUI conviction such an offense can be used as a 
predicate, subjecting the person to being adju- 
dicated a habitual offender, OAG 02-042, 2002 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 38 (4/9/02). 

A driver of a motorized riding lawnmower is 
subject to the prohibitions of T.C.A. § 55-10- 
401, OAG 02-102, 2002 Tenn. AG LEXIS 107 
(9/30/02). 

Driving under the influence (DUD and child 
endangerment are separately punishable, and 
one is not a lesser-included offense of the other, 
OAG 04-018, 2004 Tenn. AG LEXIS 13 
(2/05/04). 

A trial court is not required to impose con- 
secutive sentences for dual convictions of driv- 
ing under the influence (DUI) and child endan- 
germent, OAG 04-013, 2004 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
13 (2/05/04). 

Consecutive sentences for driving under the 
influence (DUI) and child endangerment would 
not violate double jeopardy guarantees of the 
state and federal constitutions, OAG 04-013, 
2004 Tenn. AG LEXIS 13 (2/05/04). 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Constitutionality. 

Double Jeopardy. 

. Application and Scope. 

. Construction with Other Sections. 
Legislative Intent. 

Venue. 

Sufficiency of Charge. 

. Indictment. 

. Evidence. 

10. —Sufficient. 

11. —Chemical Tests. 

12. —Admissibility. 

13. Mental state. 

14. Instructions. 

15. Conviction. 

16. —More Than One Offense. 
17. Lesser Included Offenses. 
18. Negligence Per Se. 

19. Contributory Negligence. 
20. Defamation. 

21. Civil Actions. 

22. Enforcement by Municipality. 
23. Trial by Judge. 

24. Vehicular Homicide. 

25. Continuing Offense. 

26. Physical Control of the Vehicle. 
27. Duty to Arrest Violator. 
28. Investigative Stops. 

29. Intoxicant. 

30. Probable Cause. 

31. Sentence. 


WOONBHAWPWNH 


1. Constitutionality. 

The codification of this section, which prohib- 
ited intoxicated or drugged persons from driv- 
ing, cured any defect in the caption, where the 
charge was that subsection (a) was broader 
than the title in violation of Tenn. Const., art. 
II, § 17. State v. Farmer, 675 S.W.2d 212, 1984 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 2513 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. 1984). 

Detention of defendant for several hours be- 
cause he refused to submit to a breathalyzer 
test after his arrest for driving while under the 
influence and driving on a suspended or re- 
voked license did not bar the state’s subsequent 
prosecution of him for those offenses. State v. 
Pennington, 952 S.W.2d 420, 1997 Tenn. LEXIS 
433 (Tenn. 1997). 


2. Double Jeopardy. 

The double jeopardy clauses of the state and 
federal constitutions did not bar a prosecution 
for vehicular homicide when the defendant, 
prior to the victim’s death, had pled guilty to 
and been sentenced in municipal court for driv- 
ing while under the influence of an intoxicant, 
disregarding a stop sign, and unlawful posses- 
sion of a controlled substance. State v. Mitchell, 
682 S.W.2d 918, 1984 Tenn. LEXIS 952 (Tenn. 
1984). 


Double jeopardy did not attach in a prosecu- 
tion for reckless endangerment and driving 
while under the influence (DUI), where each 
conviction was based upon distinct conduct; the 
state’s proof to the charge of DUI did not 
include proof of defendant’s reckless driving; 
and the offenses neither had identical statutory 
elements, nor were lesser mutually inclusive. 
State v. Boggs, 865 S.W.2d 920, 1992 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 896 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1992). 

Vehicular assault includes driving under the 
influence (DUI) as a lesser included offense; 
thus, for double jeopardy purposes, a person 
cannot be punished separately for DUI and 
vehicular assault for one act of driving under 
the influence that causes serious bodily injury. 
State v. Rhodes, 917 S.W.2d 708, 1995 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 676 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1995). 

Although the double jeopardy clause was not 
implicated because the jury was not reas- 
sembled to determine guilt or innocence, but 
only to determine the facts relevant to sentenc- 
ing, there was no separate jeopardy, the recall 
of the discharged jury violated defendant’s due 
process rights under U.S. Const. amend. V, 
U.S. Const. amend. XIV, § 1, and Tenn. Const. 
art. I, §§ 6, 8, 9 because once a jury had 
returned a complete verdict, or the jurors had 
separated and passed from the control of the 
court, the jury could not be reassembled to act 
on the case for any purpose. Accordingly the 
case was remanded to the trial court to select a 
new jury in order to hold a new trial solely on 
the issue of whether defendant’s conviction was 
his first, second, third, or fourth driving under 
the influence offense under T.C.A. § 55-10-401 
(2004) based on the evidence presented regard- 
ing prior convictions. State v. Nash, 294 S.W.3d 
541, 2009 Tenn. LEXIS 652 (Tenn. Oct. 7, 
2009). 

Judgments of conviction for driving under 
the influence of an intoxicant (DUD and driving 
with a blood alcohol concentration of .08 per- 
cent or more, under T.C.A. §§ 55-10-401(a)(1) 
and 55-10-401(a)(2) (now § 55-10-401(1) and 
(2)), violated the principles of double jeopardy 
because defendant was arrested one evening 
based upon a single episode for erratic driving, 
failing field sobriety tasks, and registering a 
high blood alcohol content. Accordingly, the two 
judgments of conviction were to be modified to 
merge the convictions into a single conviction of 
DUI. State v. Cooper, 336 S.W.3d 522, 2011 
Tenn. LEXIS 191 (Tenn. Mar. 4, 2011). 


3. Application and Scope. 

This section limits the offense herein defined 
and proscribed to persons driving or in physical 
control of an automobile or other motor vehicle 
driven on the public roads and highways of the 
state and the streets and alleys to the cities and 
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towns. Murff v. State, 221 Tenn. 111, 425 
S.W.2d 286, 1967 Tenn. LEXIS 359 (1967). 

The word “highway” includes the shoulder of 
the roadway. State v. Mains, 634 S.W.2d 280, 
1982 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 424 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. 1982). 

Procedures for taking and storing property 
either as part of the punishment or as a condi- 
tion of probation for driving under the influence 
should be authorized by legislation as part of 
the statutory scheme found in this part. State v. 
Bouldin, 717 S.W.2d 584, 1986 Tenn. LEXIS 
791 (Tenn. 1986). 

Defendant who had physical custody of his 
motorcycle was properly convicted of DUI after 
police saw him wandering around a depart- 
ment store parking lot under the influence of 
alcohol. A department store was a shopping 
center for purposes of T.C.A. § 55-10-401. State 
v. Butler, 108 S.W.3d 845, 2003 Tenn. LEXIS 
573 (Tenn. 2003). 

Defendant’s DUI conviction was upheld 
where the evidence was sufficient to support 
the finding that the parking lot of a public park 
was a premises generally frequented by the 
public at large; even if after-hours patrons of 
the park went there to conduct illegal activity 
and even though the going itself was a misde- 
meanor, there was nothing in the proscription 
of DUI that required that those who frequented 
a property had to be somehow cross-represen- 
tative of the general public. State v. Dobbins, 
265 S.W.3d 419, 2007 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 
9 (Tenn. Crim. App. Jan. 5, 2007). 


4, Construction with Other Sections. 

This section and § 55-10-403 should be read 
in pari materia. Murff v. State, 221 Tenn. 111, 
425 S.W.2d 286, 1967 Tenn. LEXIS 359 (1967). 

Question of law that was reserved in the 
judgment was that defendant was sentenced as 
driving while intoxicated, third offender, follow- 
ing the denial of defendant’s motion to dismiss 
the indictment for prosecution of a second or 
subsequent offender under the provisions of 
T.C.A. § 55-10-403(g)(3)(2) [55-10-402], by rea- 
son of the fact that the defendant was not given 
a copy of the department of safety printout at 
the time of arraignment; however, that ques- 
tion of law was not dispositive of the case, as 
was required for an appeal pursuant to Tenn. R. 
Crim. P. 37(b)(2)(i). State v. Thompson, 131 
S.W.3d 923, 2003 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 889 
(Tenn. Crim. App. 2003), appeal denied, — 
S.W.3d —, 2004 Tenn. LEXIS 202 (Tenn. Mar. 8, 
2004). 


5. Legislative Intent. 

The general assembly, in making it a crime to 
be in physical control of an automobile while 
under the influence of an intoxicant, intended 
to enable the drunken driver to be apprehended 
before he strikes. State v. Lawrence, 849 S.W.2d 
761, 1993 Tenn. LEXIS 70 (Tenn. 1993). 
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6. Venue. 

Where indictment for operation of motor ve- 
hicle while intoxicated alleged that such offense 
occurred in named city and county, venue of 
such offense was sufficiently proved upon es- 
tablishment that offense occurred in the named 
county and allegation as to city was mere 
surplusage. Hopson v. State, 201 Tenn. 337, 299 
S.W.2d 11, 1957 Tenn. LEXIS 431 (1957). 


7. Sufficiency of Charge. 

Where general sessions warrant when read 
in its entirety was such that it could clearly be 
inferred that defendant was charged with 
fourth successive offense of driving a motor 
vehicle on a public highway while under the 
influence of an intoxicant warrant was not 
fatally defective. Murff v. State, 221 Tenn. 111, 
425 S.W.2d 286, 1967 Tenn. LEXIS 359 (1967). 

The offense of driving while intoxicated is not 
sufficiently alleged by merely averring that an 
intoxicated defendant had someone else, who is 
not alleged to be intoxicated, driving his ve- 
hicle. State v. Morgan, 598 S.W.2d 796, 1979 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 321 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
1979). 

Where defendant was arrested on a warrant 
for D.U.I. and more than one year later was 
charged by indictment for driving while under 
the influence of an intoxicant in violation of 
T.C.A. § 55-10-401(a)(1) (now § 55-10-401(1)) 
and for driving with an alcohol concentration of 
.10 percent or more in violation of T.C.A. § 55- 
10-401(a)(2) (now § 55-10-401(2)), the latter 
charge was not untimely filed because it could 
have been inferred from the warrant charge for 
D.U.I. State v. Tait, 114 S.W.3d 518, 2003 Tenn. 
LEXIS 826 (Tenn. 2003). 


8. Indictment. 

Because the blood alcohol concentration 
(BAC) evidence was suppressed, the trial court 
did not err by dismissing the count alleging 
DUI per se; however, the trial court erred by 
dismissing the indictment in its entirety be- 
cause the grand jury could consider the sup- 
pressed evidence showing defendant's BAC 
level as the grand jury could consider evidence 
obtained in violation of an accused’s constitu- 
tional rights; the State did not knowingly pres- 
ent false testimony; the officer’s and the mag- 
istrate’s testimony was not unfairly prejudicial 
to defendant in relation to the remaining in- 
dictment counts; and, even without the blood 
analysis results, the evidence was sufficient to 
permit the State to continue its prosecution of 
the remaining charges. State v. Colher, — 
S.W.3d —, 2017 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 1036 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Dec. 15, 2017), appeal de- 
nied, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. LEXIS 221 
(Tenn. Apr. 18, 2018). 

Because the indictment charged driving un- 
der the influence (DUI) by driving while under 
the influence of an intoxicant, any deficiency of 
the indictment to charge DUI per se would not 
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be fatal, in and of itself, to the indictment’s 
showing of jurisdiction or charging of the of- 
fense of DUI; therefore, defendant’s objection to 
the verbiage of the DUI per se allegations was 
the type of objection which Tenn. R. Crim. P. 
12(b)(2)(B) required to be raised before the 
trial. State v. Wallace, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 388 (Tenn. Crim. App. May 
17, 2018), appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 2018 
Tenn. LEXIS 579 (Tenn. Sept. 18, 2018), cert. 
denied, Wallace v. Tennessee, 202 L. Ed. 2d 647, 
139 S. Ct. 928, — U.S. —, 2019 U.S. LEXIS 662 
(U.S. Jan. 14, 2019). 

Because the indictment charged the offense 
of driving under the influence (DUI) by at least 
one means, it was not subject to dismissal for 
failure to state an offense; no issue was raised 
with respect to the adequacy of the indictment 
in charging DUI while under the influence of an 
intoxicant, and no flaws in the indictment in 
that regard were apparent. State v. Wallace, — 
S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 388 
(Tenn. Crim. App. May 17, 2018), appeal de- 
nied, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. LEXIS 579 
(Tenn. Sept. 13, 2018), cert. denied, Wallace v. 
Tennessee, 202 L. Ed. 2d 647, 139 S. Ct. 928, — 
U.S. —, 2019 U.S. LEXIS 662 (U.S. Jan. 14, 
2019). 

Because the superseding indictment charg- 
ing DUI by impairment was issued outside the 
applicable statute of limitations and it broad- 
ened and substantially amended the DUI per se 
charge, the trial court properly dismissed the 
DUI by impairment charge as being time- 
barred. State v. Alsup, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 475 (Tenn. Crim. App. June 
25, 2018). 

Because this section did not contain the 
terms “felonious” or “feloniously,” those terms 
were not elements of DUI but were mere sur- 
plus language, and the State was not required 
to prove during the first phase of the bifurcated 
proceeding that defendant acted “feloniously.” 
Therefore, no variance existed between the 
indictment and the proof that warranted rever- 
sal of defendant’s DUI conviction. State v. 
Smith, — $.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 623 (Tenn. Crim. App. Aug. 16, 2018). 


9. Evidence. 

Defendant was guilty of driving while drunk 
when, while drunk, he guided his automobile 
along a highway while being pushed by another 
car, even though his engine was not running. 
Hester v. State, 196 Tenn. 680, 270 S.W.2d 321, 
1954 Tenn. LEXIS 438, 47 A.L.R.2d 568 (1954); 
State v. Gilbert, 751 S.W.2d 454, 1988 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 220 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1988). 

Where defendant’s automobile was found on 
highway after midnight with defendant inside 
drunk and asleep at the wheel, conviction un- 
der this section was warranted in absence of 
anything to suggest that vehicle was driven to 
the point where found by someone else. Farmer 
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v. State, 208 Tenn. 75, 343 S.W.2d 895, 1961 
Tenn. LEXIS 396 (1961). 

Where defendant’s car was parked in the 
middle of a main thoroughfare in business 
district when police arrived and defendant was 
standing at rear of car and, under uncontra- 
dicted proof, was under influence of an intoxi- 
cant and defendant claimed his car had been 
struck by a bus, evidence was sufficient to 
establish corpus delicti and to justify admission 
of defendant’s confession and statement to offi- 
cers. Kyle v. State, 208 Tenn. 170, 344 S.W.2d 
537, 1961 Tenn. LEXIS 410 (1961). 

The crime of driving while intoxicated can be 
established by circumstantial evidence. State v. 
Harless, 607 S.W.2d 492, 1980 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 323 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1980); State v. 
Corder, 854 S.W.2d 653, 1992 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 918 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1992). 

Evidence was insufficient to support convic- 
tion where the statement of the proceedings did 
not show that defendant was identified as the 
person who was arrested or as the “suspect” to 
whom the officers referred in the statement. 
State v. Marbury, 908 S.W.2d 405, 1995 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 270 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1995). 

Evidence was sufficient to support conviction. 
State v. Lane, 673 S.W.2d 874, 1983 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 440 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1983); 
State v. Farmer, 675 S.W.2d 212, 1984 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 2513 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
1984); State v. Wright, 691 S.W.2d 564, 1984 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 2980 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. 1984); State v. Frahm, 737 S.W.2d 799, 
1987 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 2599 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 1987); State v. Beech, 744 S.W.2d 
585, 1987 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 2321 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 1987); State v. Eakins, 776 S.W.2d 
134, 1989 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 193 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 1989), appeal denied, 1989 Tenn. 
LEXIS 295 (Tenn. June 5, 1989); State v. Mor- 
row, 778 S.W.2d 63, 1989 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 510 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1989); State v. 
Corder, 854 S.W.2d 653, 1992 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 918 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1992); State v. 
Beck, 950 S.W.2d 44, 1997 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 239 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1997). 

Defendant’s conviction for DUI, fourth of- 
fense, was inappropriate because documents 
submitted by the state to show defendant’s 
driving record did not satisfy either Tenn. R. 
Evid. 902(1) or (2); therefore, they were not 
self-authenticating. State v. Troutman, 327 
S.W.3d 717, 2008 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 899 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 30, 2008). 


10. —Sufficient. 

Modification of defendant’s conviction to 
DUI, first offense, in violation of T.C.A. § 55- 
10-401 was proper because evidence was suffi- 
cient where a deputy recalled that defendant’s 
speech was slurred and that he had a strong 
odor of alcohol on him; additionally, defendant 
failed three sobriety tests and admitted to 
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drinking one “hot beer” before he stopped for 
the roadblock. State v. Troutman, 327 S.W.3d 
717, 2008 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 899 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. Oct. 30, 2008). 

Evidence was sufficient to support defen- 
dant’s conviction of driving under the influence 
because it showed that defendant and his com- 
panion began drinking beer together at ap- 
proximately 5:30 p.m. and that, after drinking 
beer for several hours, the two men traveled 
together in the companion’s car to another bar, 
where they consumed even more alcohol; that 
the companion testified that, when they left the 
second bar, they did so with defendant behind 
the wheel; that the police officer who investi- 
gated the subsequent accident testified that, 
because defendant’s injuries were confined to 
the left side of his body, he concluded that 
defendant had been driving when the car 
struck a telephone pole; that defendant admit- 
ted being drunk at the time of the accident and 
testing established that his blood alcohol con- 
tent was .11 percent. Although defendant de- 
nied driving the car, the evidence supported the 
jury’s conclusion that defendant had been driv- 
ing the vehicle at the time of the accident and 
was sufficient to support defendant’s convic- 
tion. State v. McCloud, 310 S.W.3d 851, 2009 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 437 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
June 12, 2009). 

Defendant was properly convicted of fifth 


_ offense DUI because a deputy observed him 
_ driving erratically and noticed an odor of alco- 


hol about him , he admitted to having a couple 
of drinks before driving, failed several field 
sobriety tests, and refused to consent to a blood 
test to analyze his blood alcohol concentration, 
a breath or blood test was not required to 
sustain the conviction, there was no proof that 
the supposedly inadequate voir dire actually 
resulted in a biased jury, and defendant failed 


to show that his counsel rendered deficient 


performance or that he was prejudiced by any 
alleged deficiency. State v. Allen, — S.W.3d —, 
2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 210 (Tenn. Crim. 


_ App. Mar. 20, 2018). 


Video of the stop of defendant and his perfor- 
mance on field sobriety tests substantially cor- 
roborated the officer’s testimony, but even with- 
out the video, the evidence was sufficient to 
support defendant’s conviction of operating his 
vehicle while under the influence of an intoxi- 
cant; the officer testified that he smelled an 
odor of alcohol when he approached defendant’s 
vehicle, defendant’s speech was slurred and his 


_ eyes were bloodshot, and defendant performed 
poorly on the field sobriety tests. State v. 


Amble, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 320 (Tenn. Crim. App. Apr. 27, 2018), 
appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. LEXIS 


558 (Tenn. Sept. 13, 2018). 


i 
{ 


Evidence supported defendant’s conviction 
for driving under the influence because a state 
trooper testified that, after defendant ran de- 
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fendant’s vehicle off a public road despite no 
visible obstructions or hazards, defendant had 
slurred speech, bloodshot and watery eyes, and 
very constricted pupils, defendant failed all 
field sobriety tests, and defendant tested posi- 
tive for controlled substances. An expert wit- 
ness in the areas of toxicology and chemistry 
testified as to the effects from the use of the 
controlled substances. State v. Smith, — S.W.3d 
—, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 488 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. July 2, 2018). 

Evidence was sufficient to convict defendant 
of driving under the influence as a rational trier 
of fact could conclude that the effects of the 
depressant and the stimulant that defendant 
was taking impaired his ability to operate a 
motor vehicle because a sergeant observed de- 
fendant drive onto the shoulder of the road, in 
the wrong lane, and off the road; the sergeant 
testified that defendant’s speech was slurred 
and that he performed poorly in the field sobri- 
ety tests; defendant’s blood test showed that he 
had the stimulant and the depressant in his 
system; and, although he claimed that the 
depressant did not affect him and that he was 
merely sleep deprived, the jury’s guilty verdict 
accredited the testimony of the State’s wit- 
nesses. State v. Cobb, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 502 (Tenn. Crim. App. July 
6, 2018), appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 2018 
Tenn. LEXIS 703 (Tenn. Nov. 15, 2018). 

Evidence was sufficient to sustain defen- 
dant’s conviction for driving under the influ- 
ence (DUI), second offense, because after depu- 
ties stopped defendant for speeding, they 
approached her vehicle and smelled a strong 
odor of burned marijuana, and defendant failed 
field sobriety tests; testing of defendant’s blood 
revealed a minimal blood alcohol concentration 
and the presence of numerous drugs with seda- 
tive effects, and the State adduced a certified 
copy of her prior conviction for DUI. State v. 
Long, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 485 (Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 3, 2017), 
appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. LEXIS 
611 (Tenn. Sept. 17, 2018). 

Defendant’s conviction for driving under the 
influence was supported by sufficient evidence, 
including evidence that defendant fell down, 
she vomited, she swayed while standing, she 
slurred her speech, she smelled of alcohol, and 
she spoke irrationally, and that her blood alco- 
hol content was .215 grams percent at the time 
her blood was drawn State v. Van De Gejuchte, 
— §.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 834 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Nov. 9, 2018). 

Defendant was properly convicted of DUI 
because, while no one who testified actually 
saw him driving a vehicle, a police officer found 
defendant sitting in his car, stopped in the 
middle of the roadway with the car in gear, 
blowing the horn, defendant smelled of alcohol 
and was unable to complete the field sobriety 
tests, and a vehicle matching defendant’s with 
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the same license tag number was seen in the 
area driving in the oncoming lane of traffic. 
State v. Green, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 179 (Tenn. Crim. App. Mar. 20, 
2019), review denied and ordered not pub- 
lished, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. LEXIS 368 
(Tenn. Aug. 15, 2019). 

Evidence was sufficient to support defen- 
dant’s conviction of driving under the influence 
of an intoxicant because it showed that he 
crashed his car into the victims’ home and fled 
the scene, a deputy testified that defendant 
admitted drinking a 12-pack of beer that night 
and that he appeared to be intoxicated, noting 
that he smelled of alcohol and had bloodshot 
eyes, and defendant declined to perform any 
field sobriety tests stating that he was too 
intoxicated to do so. State v. Smith, — $.W.3d 
—, 2019 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 293 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. May 6, 2019). 

Evidence was sufficient to support defen- 
dant’s conviction of driving under the influence 
because when the trooper investigated defen- 
dant’s wreck he notice an open container of 
alcohol in the vehicle and smelled alcohol on 
defendant, defendant admitted that he had 
been drinking hours before the wreck, he failed 
the initial part of one sobriety test and then 
refused to continue performing the test, and he 
showed an outburst of belligerent behavior to- 
wards the trooper after being arrested. State v. 
Whiteside, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 434 (Tenn. Crim. App. July 16, 2019). 

Trial court properly convicted defendant, fol- 
lowing a jury verdict, of driving under the 
influence because defendant ran over a fire 
hydrant at an while driving his tractor-trailer 
truck, he smelled of alcohol, his speech was 
slurred, he was unstable on his feet, had prob- 
lems following his instructions for the field 
sobriety tests, an officer’s body cam video con- 
firmed that defendant was unable to properly 
perform the tests, and defendant’s arguments 
on appeal inappropriately asked the appellate 
court to reweigh or reevaluate the evidence. 
State v. Boyle, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 607 (Tenn. Crim. App. Sept. 26, 
2019). 

Evidence was sufficient to convict defendant 
of driving under the influence because she 
drank four alcoholic beverages in the hours 
before the wreck, which occurred around 3 
a.m.; she had a blood alcohol level of 0.062 gram 
percent at 5:40 a.m.; she had a sub-therapeutic 
level of a prescription medication in her system 
and active and inactive metabolites of mari- 
juana; expert testimony showed that alcohol, 
the prescription medication, and marijuana 
were central nervous system depressants and 
that the use of multiple depressants could have 
a synergistic effect in impairment of an indi- 
vidual; and defendant performed poorly on 
three field sobriety tests. State v. Lennon, — 
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S.W.3d —, 2020 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 396 
(Tenn. Crim. App. June 9, 2020). 


11. —Chemical Tests. 

An accused may be convicted of the offense of 
driving while under the influence without a 
blood, urine, or chemical breath test indicating 
the accused’s blood alcohol level was 0.10 (now 
.08 percent) percent or greater. State v. Gilbert, 
751 S.W.2d 454, 1988 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 
220 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1988). 


12. —Admissibility. 

Testimony of nonexpert witness that she 
smelled the odor of an intoxicant upon the 
breath of person who alighted from driver’s 
seat of automobile and that such person was in 
her opinion intoxicated was competent in pros- 
ecution for operation of motor vehicle while 
under influence of an intoxicant. Hopson vy. 
State, 201 Tenn. 337, 299 S.W.2d 11, 1957 Tenn. 
LEXIS 431 (1957). 

Trial court erred by admitting the results of 
defendant’s blood-alcohol test because the 
State failed to prove an adequate chain of 
custody of the blood sample as it did not offer 
any evidence to show the location of and condi- 
tions in which the evidence was kept between 
the deputy’s delivering it to an unidentified 
person from the forensic department and the 
laboratory’s receipt of it from the sheriffs de- 
partment. The error was not harmless as to 
defendant’s convictions of DUI per se and 
fourth-offense DUI based on a per se violation 
because both relied on the blood-alcohol test 
results as the essential proof of intoxication. 
State v. Gibson, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 754 (Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 3, 
2018). 

Trial court correctly ruled that defendant's 
previous convictions would be admissible 
should he choose to testify, but the prosecutor 
violated long-standing precedent by inquiring 
into the facts underlying those convictions, 
such that defendant’s right to testify was ad- 
versely affected, as his credibility was of para- 
mount importance in this case; the evidence of 
guilt was not overwhelming, and his convic- 
tions of vehicular assault and driving under the 
influence were reversed and remand for a new 
trial. State v. Ipock, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 854 (Tenn. Crim. App. Nov. 
20, 2018). 

Trial court erred in suppressing the evidence 
from defendant’s arrest because the evidence 
was sufficient to establish probable cause that 
defendant committed driving under the influ- 
ence of an intoxicant, by physical control, in the 
presence of a state trooper as defendant had 
driven a truck to a paper mill, was located next 
to the truck, had the ability—but for intoxica- 
tion—to direct the use or non-use of the truck, 
and smelled of alcohol and gave indications of 
intoxication in field sobriety tests. State v. 
Brewer, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. Crim. App. 
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LEXIS 239 (Tenn. Crim. App. Apr. 15, 2019), 
appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. LEXIS 
412 (Tenn. Aug. 16, 2019). 

Trial court did not abuse its discretion in its 
rulings with respect to the admission and pub- 
lication to the jury of the officer’s dashboard 
camera recording of defendant’s arrest because 
it properly found that the rebuttable presump- 
tion was not applicable to the DUI per se charge 
and therefore the video was not automatically 
relevant. State v. Worthington, — S.W.3d —, 
2019 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 300 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. May 8, 2019). 


13. Mental state. 

No culpable mental state is required for guilt 
of driving under the influence. State v. Turner, 
953 S.W.2d 213, 1996 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 
618 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1996). 


14, Instructions. 

Where defendant in prosecution under this 
section requested court to instruct jury that 
defendant’s good character should be presumed 
in the absence of contrary evidence, such re- 
quest was properly denied as contrary to law. 
Henderson v. State, 539 S.W.2d 843, 1976 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 388 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1976). 


15. Conviction. 

It is not necessary for an accident to happen 
to sustain a conviction for driving while drunk. 
Kyle v. State, 208 Tenn. 170, 344 S.W.2d 537, 
1961 Tenn. LEXIS 410 (1961). 

Owner of automobile was guilty of drunken 
driving even though he was neither drunk nor 
driving the automobile where he was present in 
the front seat of the automobile with drunken 
person and permitted such person to drive 
knowing him to be drunk. Williams v. State, 
209 Tenn. 208, 352 S.W.2d 230, 1961 Tenn. 
LEXIS 368 (1961). 


16. —More Than One Offense. 

Where defendant was convicted for drunken 
driving and public drunkenness with both 
charges arising out of same state of facts, 
conviction for public drunkenness would be set 
aside. Mays v. State, 207 Tenn. 129, 338 S.W.2d 
572, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 438 (1960). 

Court did not err in permitting defendant to 
be tried on an indictment charging second de- 
gree murder for killing with an automobile and 
another indictment charging driving under the 
influence of an intoxicant where both charges 
were based on the same transaction; but where 
defendant was convicted and sentenced for both 
offenses the conviction of the lesser offense of 
drunk driving would be reversed. Hardin vy. 
State, 1962 Tenn. 399, 210 Tenn. 116, 355 
S.W.2d 105, 1962 Tenn. LEXIS 399 (1962), 
rehearing denied, 210 Tenn. 116, 356 S.W.2d 
595, 1962 Tenn. LEXIS 416 (1962). 


17. Lesser Included Offenses. 
Reckless driving is not a lesser included 
offense of driving while under the influence. 
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Ray v. State, 563 S.W.2d 218, 1977 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 264 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1977). 

Where defendant went to trial on a warrant 
charging him with driving under the influence 
of an intoxicant, it was error to allow the 
warrant to be amended to the charge of offense 
of reckless driving. Ray v. State, 563 S.W.2d 
218, 1977 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 264 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 1977). 


18. Negligence Per Se. 

Fact that driver of vehicle which struck sec- 
ond vehicle parked on roadway in violation of 
§ 55-8-158 may have been intoxicated would 
not as a matter of law bar recovery for wrongful 
death of driver since issue of proximate cause of 
death was for the jury. Barr v. Charley, 215 
Tenn. 445, 387 S.W.2d 614, 1964 Tenn. LEXIS 
532 (1964). 

It is negligent as a matter of law for one to 
operate a vehicle on the roads of the state under 
the influence of an intoxicant. Barr v. Charley, 
215 Tenn. 445, 387 S.W.2d 614, 1964 Tenn. 
LEXIS 532 (1964). 

It was not error for the court to charge the 
jury that it was plaintiffs theory that the 
defendant was guilty of negligence per se in 
driving while under the influence of an intoxi- 
cant in violation of this section when plaintiffs 
complaint charged that the defendant was 
guilty of negligent driving and driving “while 
his ability was impaired from drinking an in- 
toxicating liquor.” Croom v. Fiedler, 341 F.2d 
909, 1965 U.S. App. LEXIS 6409 (6th Cir. Tenn. 
1965). 

Driving while drunk is an act malum in se, 
highly criminal, fraught with danger and evi- 
dences such entire want of care as to constitute 
wanton negligence. Stinson v. Daniel, 220 Tenn. 
70, 414 S.W.2d 7, 1967 Tenn. LEXIS 389 (1967). 


19. Contributory Negligence. 

A plaintiff who voluntarily rides with a de- 
fendant knowing that his ability to drive is 
impaired by his having drunk an intoxicant, 
which might cause him to be careless and 
indifferent for his own safety and that of plain- 
tiff assumed the risk of injury from such condi- 
tion of defendant and is guilty of contributory 
negligence. Croom v. Fiedler, 341 F.2d 909, 
1965 U.S. App. LEXIS 6409 (6th Cir. Tenn. 
1965). 

Since violation of this section constitutes 
gross or wanton negligence recovery against a 
defendant whose violation of the statute is the 
proximate cause of an accident will not be 
barred by contributory negligence of a plaintiff 
unless the contributory negligence is also gross 
or wanton negligence. Stinson v. Daniel, 220 
Tenn. 70, 414 S.W.2d 7, 1967 Tenn. LEXIS 389 
(1967). 

Decedent who operated automobile while in- 
toxicated in violation of the statute was guilty 
of negligence so as to preclude recovery by 
decedent’s wife upon allegation that defendant 
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automobile dealer placed decedent, then in a 
drunken condition, in possession of an automo- 
bile and that shortly thereafter he wrecked the 
automobile and was killed. Highland Dodge, 
Inc. v. Trent, 223 Tenn. 387, 445 S.W.2d 903, 
1969 Tenn. LEXIS 423 (1969). 


20. Defamation. 

Statement “You are driving under the influ- 
ence” did not charge violation of this section so 
as to be actionable per se in action for slander. 
Smith v. Fielden, 205 Tenn. 318, 326 S.W.2d 
476, 1959 Tenn. LEXIS 367 (1959). 


21. Civil Actions. 

Trial court properly charged jury with re- 
spect to violation of this section in wrongful 
death action arising out of automobile accident 
where there was testimony from which jury 
could so find. Arnett v. Fuston, 53 Tenn. App. 
24, 378 S.W.2d 425, 1963 Tenn. App. LEXIS 127 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1963). 

In order to be subject to criminal liability 
under this section, defendant would have to 
voluntarily place himself in physical control of 
his vehicle. State v. Turner, 953 S.W.2d 213, 
1996 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 618 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. 1996). 

Evidence that defendant in wrongful death 
action was intoxicated one hour before collision 
was sufficient to justify jury finding that defen- 
dant was intoxicated at time of collision which 
resulted in death of decedent. Stinson v. Daniel, 
220 Tenn. 70, 414 S.W.2d 7, 1967 Tenn. LEXIS 
389 (1967). 

Where convictions of defendant for involun- 
tary manslaughter and for driving while intoxi- 
cated were based on same state of facts, the 
verdict could only be permitted to stand as to 
higher offense of involuntary manslaughter 
and the conviction for driving while intoxicated 
would be reversed and dismissed. Ritter v. 
State, 3 Tenn. Crim. App. 372, 462 S.W.2d 247, 
1970 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 394 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. 1970). 

Defendant in a civil action for damages aris- 
ing out of a motor vehicle accident, will be 
permitted to show and explain the circum- 
stances under which he plead guilty to a charge 
of driving while intoxicated, if such evidence is 
admitted. Prichard v. Conley, 48 F.R.D. 138, 
1969 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 13802 (D. Tenn. 1969). 


22. Enforcement by Municipality. 

Municipality does not have the power to 
adopt by reference state statute dealing with 
intoxicated drivers and, therefore, cannot re- 
voke a state-issued driver’s license for driving 
while under the influence. Briggs v. Union City, 
531 S.W.2d 106, 1975 Tenn. LEXIS 549 (Tenn. 
1975). 


23. Trial by Judge. 
Driving an automobile while under the influ- 
ence of an intoxicant is a misdemeanor, and 
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before the defendant could have been legally 
convicted by a judge, without a jury, a written 
waiver of an indictment and jury trial was 
mandatory. State v. Morgan, 598 S.W.2d 796, 
1979 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 321 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. 1979). 


24. Vehicular Homicide. 

In prosecution for vehicular homicide under 
§ 39-2-231 (repealed; see § 39-13-213), appro- 
priate practice is to charge the lesser included 
offense of driving while intoxicated under this 
section, but there was no error in refusal so to 
charge where the evidence clearly made out the 
greater offense. State v. McKinney, 605 S.W.2d 
842, 1980 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 305 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 1980). 

Evidence supported defendant’s conviction 
for vehicular homicide because the State of 
Tennessee established that defendant was driv- 
ing defendant’s vehicle while defendant’s blood 
alcohol concentration (BAC) was three times 
more than the limit established by statute and 
a doctor testified that such a BAC would have 
impaired defendant’s ability to drive. Thus, it 
was reasonable for a jury to conclude that 
defendant was driving in the wrong lane of 
traffic because defendant’s level of intoxication 
impaired defendant’s ability to drive safely. 
State v. Oaks, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 93 (Tenn. Crim. App. Feb. 12, 
2019). 

There was sufficient evidence supporting the 
element of intoxication in defendant’s convic- 
tion for vehicular homicide by intoxication be- 
cause it established that he had consumed 
heroin, hydrocodone, and amphetamine, he at- 
tempted to conceal his consumption of the sub- 
stances by not acknowledging their use to 
medical personnel or law enforcement and by 
attempting to secrete the syringes, and he 
drove erratically and caused a collision by 
swerving into oncoming traffic. State v. Dye, — 
S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 652 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 15, 2019). 


25. Continuing Offense. 

Driving while intoxicated is a continuing 
offense. State v. Adkins, 619 S.W.2d 147, 1981 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 355 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
1981). 


26. Physical Control of the Vehicle. 

A “totality of the circumstances” approach 
should be followed in assessing the accused’s 
physical control of an automobile for the pur- 
poses of subsection (a). State v. Lawrence, 849 
S.W.2d 761, 1993 Tenn. LEXIS 70 (Tenn. 1993). 

When, in a prosecution under this section, 
the issue is the extent of the accused’s activity 
necessary to constitute physical control of the 
vehicle, the “totality of the circumstances” test 
allows the trier of fact to take into account all 
circumstances: the location of the defendant in 
relation to the vehicle; the whereabouts of the 
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ignition key; whether the motor was running; 
the defendant’s ability, but for his intoxication, 
to direct the use or nonuse of the vehicle; and 
the extent to which the vehicle itself is capable 
of being operated or moved under its own power 
or otherwise. State v. Lawrence, 849 S.W.2d 
761, 1993 Tenn. LEXIS 70 (Tenn. 1993). 

Where the defendant was alone behind the 
wheel of his vehicle with possession of the keys, 
and where but for his intoxication, he had the 
present physical ability to direct the vehicle’s 
operation and movement he was in physical 
control of the vehicle within the meaning of 
subsection (a). State v. Lawrence, 849 S.W.2d 
761, 1993 Tenn. LEXIS 70 (Tenn. 1993). 

Where there was no indication that defen- 
dant’s vehicle could be operated under its own 
power, nor that it was pushed or would be 
pushed by another person or vehicle, the evi- 
dence was insufficient to show defendant’s 
physical control. State v. Carter, 889 S.W.2d 
231, 1994 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 374 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 1994). 

In order to be subject to criminal liability 
under this section, defendant would have to 
voluntarily place himself in physical control of 
his vehicle. State v. Turner, 953 S.W.2d 213, 
1996 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 618 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. 1996). 

Defendant who was within a few feet of his 
motorcycle was properly convicted of DUI after 
police saw him wandering around a store park- 
ing lot under the influence of alcohol. The 
evidence was sufficient to show he had physical 
control of the vehicle. State v. Butler, 108 
S.W.3d 845, 2003 Tenn. LEXIS 573 (Tenn. 
2003). 

In a case where the defendant contests the 
element of physical control under the driving 
under the influence statute, based upon alleged 
inoperability of the defendant’s vehicle, the 
trier of fact will apply the reasonably capable of 
being rendered operable standard. State v. But- 
ler, 108 S.W.3d 845, 2003 Tenn. LEXIS 573 
(Tenn. 2003). 


27. Duty to Arrest Violator. 

Statutes pertaining to drunk driving and 
public intoxication, do not, in conjunction with 
statutes authorizing warrantless arrests, give 
rise to a “special-duty” of care where a plaintiff 
alleges that a police officer failed to arrest or 
detain an alleged drunk driver. Ezell v. Cock- 
rell, 902 S.W.2d 394, 1995 Tenn. LEXIS 315 
(Tenn. 1995). 


28. Investigative Stops. 
Defendant’s conviction for driving under the 
influence in violation of T.C.A. §§ 55-10- 
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401(a)(1)-(2) (now § 55-10-401(1) and (2)) and 
55-10-416(a)(1) was appropriate because his 
rights under U.S. Const. amend. IV and Tenn. 
Const. art. I, § 7 were not violated. A citizen’s 
anonymous tip reporting reckless driving indi- 
cated a sufficiently high risk of imminent injury 
or death to members of the public to warrant 
immediate intervention by law enforcement 
officials and justified the brief investigatory 
stop; the report further indicated that the caller 
was witnessing an ongoing offense and it also 
provided a detailed description of the truck and 
its direction of travel and location. State v. 
Hanning, 296 S.W.3d 44, 2009 Tenn. LEXIS 682 
(Tenn. Oct. 20, 2009). 


29. Intoxicant. 

In defendant’s prosecution for driving under 
the influence of alcohol, because the term “in- 
toxicant,” as used in T.C.A. § 55-10-401(a)(1) 
(now § 55-10-401(1)), included alcohol, based 
upon the ordinary meaning of the word intoxi- 
cant in the dictionary, the use of the word 
intoxicant in other titles of the Tennessee statu- 
tory code, and prior case law, the legislature 
clearly intended the term “intoxicant” to in- 
clude alcohol. Thus, there was sufficient evi- 
dence to convict defendant of driving under the 
influence. State v. Clark, 355 S.W.3d 590, 2011 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 293 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
Apr. 27, 2011). 


30. Probable Cause. 

Even considering a motorist’s successful per- 
formance on a battery of field sobriety tests, a 
police officer had probable cause to arrest the 
motorist, without a warrant, for driving under 
the influence of an intoxicant because the mo- 
torist was driving on the wrong side of a divided 
highway late at night, smelled of alcohol, and 
admitted to having imbibed more than he 
should have. State v. Bell, 429 S.W.3d 524, 2014 
Tenn. LEXIS 121 (Tenn. Feb. 20, 2014). 


31. Sentence. 

Defendant was convicted of driving under the 
influence, third offense, a Class A misde- 
meanor, and his sentence of 11 months and 29 
days at 100 percent was a permissible sentence; 
he had four prior driving under the influence 
convictions at the time of sentencing, which 
indicated a total disregard for the laws govern- 
ing roadways, and the trial court considered 
the purposes and principles of the Sentencing 
Act. State v. Crepack, — $.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 767 (Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 
12, 2018). 


55-10-402. Penalty for violations of § 55-10-401 — Alternative facilities 
for incarceration — Public service work — Monitoring — 
Inpatient alcohol and drug treatment. 


(a)(1)(A) Any person violating § 55-10-401, shall, upon conviction for the 
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first offense, be sentenced to serve in the county jail or workhouse not less 

than forty-eight (48) consecutive hours nor more than eleven (11) months 

and twenty-nine (29) days. 

(B) Any person violating § 55-10-401, upon conviction for the first 
offense with a blood alcohol concentration of twenty-hundredths of one 
percent (0.20%) or more, shall serve a minimum of seven (7) consecutive 
days rather than forty-eight (48) hours. 

(2)(A) Any person violating § 55-10-401, shall, upon conviction for second 

offense, be sentenced to serve in the county jail or workhouse not less than 

forty-five (45) consecutive days nor more than eleven (11) months and 
twenty-nine (29) days. 

(B) After sentencing the person to a period of confinement pursuant to 
subdivision (a)(2)(A), as a condition of probation, the judge may order the 
person to participate in a substance abuse treatment program, which 
includes any aftercare recommended by the treatment program, licensed 
or certified by the department of mental health and substance abuse 
services, which includes a certified drug court or DUI court, if the person 
first: 

(i) Completes a clinical substance abuse assessment conducted pur- 
suant to subsection (h); and 

(ii) Serves at least twenty-five (25) days of the period of incarceration 
imposed in the county jail or workhouse. 

(3)(A) Any person violating § 55-10-401, shall, upon conviction for third 

offense, be sentenced to serve in the county jail or workhouse not less than 

one hundred twenty (120) consecutive days nor more than eleven (11) 

months and twenty-nine (29) days. 

(B) After sentencing the person to a period of confinement pursuant to 
subdivision (a)(3)(A), as a condition of probation the judge may order the 
person to participate in a substance abuse treatment program, which 
includes any aftercare recommended by the treatment program, licensed 
or certified by the department of mental health and substance abuse 
services, which includes a certified drug court or DUI court, if the person 
first: 

(i) Completes a clinical substance abuse assessment conducted pur- 
suant to subsection (h); and 

(ii) Serves at least sixty-five (65) days of the period of incarceration 
imposed in the county jail or workhouse. 

(4) Any person violating § 55-10-401, upon conviction for a fourth offense, 
shall be sentenced as a felon to serve not less than one hundred fifty (150) 
consecutive days nor more than the maximum punishment authorized for 
the appropriate range of a Class E felony. 

(5)(A) Any person violating § 55-10-401, upon conviction for a fifth 

offense, shall be sentenced as a Class D felon and shall be sentenced to 

serve not less than the minimum sentence of imprisonment established in 
subdivision (a)(4) for a fourth offender, and not more than the maximum 
punishment authorized for the appropriate range of a Class D felony. This 
subdivision (a)(5) applies if the person: 

(i) Has at least four (4) previous convictions for violations of § 55-10- 

401, or any other applicable prior conviction as described in 
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§ 55-10-405(c); 
(ii) Commits a fifth violation of § 55-10-401; and 
(111) Commits the fifth violation on or after July 1, 2019. 
(B) In addition to the required term of imprisonment for a fifth offense, 

all of the collateral consequences of a violation of § 55-10-401, including a 

fine, forfeiture, driver license suspension or revocation, interlock, trans- 

dermal, and other monitoring devices, substance abuse assessments, 
in-patient or out-patient treatment, drug court or DUI court, and condi- 
tions of probation shall also apply to a fifth offender. 

(6)(A) A sixth or subsequent conviction for violating § 55-10-401, or any 

other applicable prior conviction as described in § 55-10-405(c), is a Class 

C felony and any person sentenced under this subdivision (a)(6) shall be 

sentenced to serve no less than the minimum sentence of imprisonment 

established in subdivision (a)(4) for a fourth offender, and not more than 
the maximum punishment authorized for the appropriate range of a Class 

C felony. For this subdivision (a)(6) to be applicable, the person shall: 

(i) Have at least five (5) previous convictions for violations of § 55- 
10-401, or any other applicable prior conviction as described in 
§ 55-10-405(c); 
(ii) Commit a sixth or subsequent violation of § 55-10-401; and 
(i11) Commit the sixth or subsequent violation on or after July 1, 2016. 
(B) In addition to the required term of imprisonment for a sixth or 
subsequent offense, all of the collateral consequences of a violation of 

§ 55-10-401, including a fine, forfeiture, driver license suspension or 

revocation, interlock, transdermal, and other monitoring devices, sub- 

stance abuse assessments, in-patient or out-patient treatment, drug court 

or DUI court, and conditions of probation shall also apply to a sixth or 

subsequent offender. 
(b)(1) If a person is convicted of a violation of § 55-10-401, and at the time 
of the offense, the person was accompanied by a child under eighteen (18) 
years of age, the person’s sentence shall be enhanced by a mandatory 
minimum period of incarceration of thirty (30) days. The incarceration 
enhancement shall be served in addition to any period of incarceration 
received for the violation of § 55-10-401. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (a), if, at the time of the offense, the 
person was accompanied by a child under eighteen (18) years of age, and the 
child suffers serious bodily injury as the proximate result of the violation of 
§ 55-10-401, the person commits a Class D felony and shall be punished as 
provided in § 39-13-106, for vehicular assault. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (a), if, at the time of the offense, the 
person was accompanied by a child under eighteen (18) years of age, and the 
child is killed as the proximate result of the violation of § 55-10-401, the 
person commits a Class B felony and shall be punished as provided in 
§ 39-13-213(b)(2), for vehicular homicide involving intoxication. 

(c) Subdivisions (b)(1)-(3) constitute an enhanced sentence, not a new 
offense. 

(d)(1) After service of at least the minimum sentence day for day, the judge 

has the discretion to require an individual convicted of a violation of 
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§ 55-10-401 to remove litter from the state highway system, public play- 
grounds, public parks or other appropriate locations for any prescribed 
period or to work in a recycling center or other appropriate location for any 
prescribed period of time in lieu of or in addition to any of the penalties 
otherwise provided in this section; provided, that any person sentenced to 
remove litter from the state highway system, public playgrounds, public 
parks or other appropriate locations or to work in a recycling center shall be 
allowed to do so at a time other than the person’s regular hours of 
employment. 

(2)(A) The court may order any person convicted of a violation of § 55- 

10-401 to be subject to monitoring using one (1) or more of the following: 

(i) Transdermal monitoring device or other alternative alcohol or 
drug monitoring device; 

(ii) Electronic monitoring with random alcohol or drug testing; 

(iii) Global positioning monitoring system, as defined in § 40-11-152. 
If the court determines that the person is indigent, the court shall order 
the person to pay any portion of the costs of such a system for which the 
person has the ability to pay, as determined by the court. Any portion of 
the costs of such a system that the person is unable to pay shall come 
from the electronic monitoring indigency fund established pursuant to 
§ 55-10-419, subject to the availability of funds; or 

(iv) Any other monitoring device the court believes necessary to 
ensure the person complies with the conditions of probation and, if 
applicable, the results of the clinical substance abuse assessment. 

(B) If the court orders a person to be subject to monitoring as provided 
in subdivision (d)(2)(A), the court, the department of correction, or any 
other agency, department, program, group, private entity, or association 
that is responsible for the supervision of such person shall: 

(1) Require periodic reporting by the person for verification of the 
proper operation of the monitoring device; 

(ii) Require the person to have the device monitored for proper use 
and accuracy by an entity approved by the supervising entity at least 
every thirty (30) days, or more frequently as the circumstances may 
require; and 

(iii) Immediately notify the court of any of the person’s violations of 
this subdivision (d)(2), which shall be considered a violation of the 
conditions of probation. 

(e) All persons sentenced under this part shall, in addition to service of at 
least the minimum sentence, be required to serve the difference between the 
time actually served and the maximum sentence on probation. 

(f)(1) An offender sentenced to a period of incarceration for a violation of 

§ 55-10-401, shall be required to commence service of the sentence within 

thirty (30) days of conviction or, if space is not immediately available in the 

appropriate municipal or county jail or workhouse within such time, as soon 
as such space is available. The sheriff or chief administrative officer of a local 
jail or workhouse may use alternative facilities for the incarceration of an 

offender convicted of a violation of § 55-10-401. 

(2)(A) As used in this subsection (f), “alternative facilities” include, but 
are not limited to, vacant schools or office buildings or any other building 
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or structure that would be suitable for housing DUI offenders for short 

periods of time on an as-needed basis and licensed through the depart- 

ment of mental health and substance abuse services for the state. 

(B) The court may approve a private appropriately licensed substance 
abuse treatment program as an “alternative facility.” If a person is ordered 
to participate in a court-approved private appropriately licensed sub- 
stance abuse treatment program, that person shall be responsible for the 
cost and fees involved with the program, whether it be a prepayment or 
pay as you go program. The court does not have the authority to order the 
expenditure of public funds to provide for participation in such a program. 
However, if a person ordered to participate in such a program is indigent, 
the court may allow the person, subject to availability of services, to enter 
any program that provides the treatment without cost to an individual. 
(3) Nothing in this subsection (f) shall be construed to give an offender a 

right to serve a sentence for a violation of § 55-10-401, in an alternative 
facility or within a specified period of time. Failure of a sheriff or chief 
administrative officer of a jail to require an offender to serve the sentence 
within a certain period of time or in a certain facility or type of facility shall 
have no effect upon the validity of the sentence. 

(g) Notwithstanding this section to the contrary, in counties with a metro- 
politan form of government and a population in excess of one hundred 
thousand (100,000), according to the 1990 federal census or any subsequent 
federal census, the judge exercising criminal jurisdiction may sentence a 
person convicted of violating § 55-10-401 for the first time to perform two 
hundred (200) hours of public service work in a supervised public service 
program in lieu of the minimum period of confinement required by subsection 
(a). 

(h)(1) The clinical substance abuse assessment required before a person is 
ordered to participate in a substance abuse treatment program as a 
condition of probation pursuant to subdivisions (a)(2) or (a)(3), shall be 
administered to the person by qualified alcohol and drug abuse treatment 
personnel, as that term is defined by rules promulgated by the department 
of mental health and substance abuse services. If the assessment determines 
the person is in need of substance abuse treatment, the court may, using the 
assessment to determine the appropriate level of care, order the person 
referred to an appropriate substance abuse treatment program licensed or 
certified by the department of mental health and substance abuse services, 
including a certified drug court or DUI court. 

(2) A person ordered to attend a substance abuse treatment program 
pursuant to subdivisions (a)(2) or (a)(3) shall receive sentence reduction 
credits from the period of incarceration imposed by the court as follows: 

(A) Day-for-day credit for the period of time the person spends in a 
residential treatment program; and 

(B) One (1) day of credit for every nine (9) hours of successfully 
completed intensive outpatient treatment. 

(3)(A) Upon the successful completion of the substance abuse treatment 

program, the program provider shall notify the court of the fact that 

treatment was successfully completed and the number of days the person 
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spent in residential treatment, or the number of hours spent in intensive 

outpatient treatment, whichever is applicable. The court shall calculate 

the sentence reduction credits the person has earned based upon the 
service provider’s report. 

(B) If the person ceases to attend the substance abuse treatment 
program, the service provider shall notify the court of the person’s absence 
within three (3) business days of the date the provider knew or should 
have known of such absence. If the person fails to successfully complete 
the program for any other reason, the provider shall notify the court of 
such failure. 

(4) A person who does not successfully complete the substance abuse 
treatment program to which the person is ordered is in violation of the 
person’s probation, and the court shall order the person committed to the 
county jail or workhouse for service of the full period of the mandatory 
minimum confinement required by law and any portion of confinement in 
excess of the minimum imposed by the court that the court deems necessary. 
The person shall receive no sentence reduction credits for any time spent in 
the substance abuse treatment program prior to failure to complete the 
program. 

(5) Upon successful completion of a substance abuse treatment program, 
the person shall be required to report to the county jail or workhouse to serve 
the remainder of any mandatory period of confinement required by law and 
imposed by the court. Failure to do so is a violation of the person’s probation. 

(6) If a person voluntarily attends residential treatment after arrest but 
before sentencing, the person may receive sentence reduction credits for 
completion of residential treatment if the person is ordered to treatment by 
the judge as a condition of probation. However, before commencing any 
court-ordered treatment program, the person must undergo a clinical 
substance abuse assessment as provided in subdivision (h)(1), serve the 
mandatory minimum sentence provided in subdivision (a)(2)(B) or (a)(3)(B), 
and follow the recommendations of the assessment. 

(7) If the court orders intensive outpatient treatment, it may also order: 

(A) The use of transdermal monitoring devices or other alternative 
alcohol or drug monitoring devices. If the court determines that the person 
is indigent, the court shall order the person to pay any portion of the costs 
of such a device for which the person has the ability to pay, as determined 
by the court. Any portion of the costs of such a device that the person is 
unable to pay shall come from the electronic monitoring indigency fund 
established pursuant to § 55-10-419; 

(B) The use of electronic monitoring with random alcohol or drug 
testing; 

(C) The use of a global positioning monitoring system, as defined in 
§ 40-11-152. If the court determines that the person is indigent, the court 
shall order the person to pay any portion of the costs of such a system for 
which the person has the ability to pay, as determined by the court. Any 
portion of the costs of such a system that the person is unable to pay shall 
come from the electronic monitoring indigency fund established pursuant 
to § 55-10-419, subject to the availability of funds; or 
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(D) The use of any other monitoring device the court believes necessary 
to ensure the person complies with the results of the assessment and the 
conditions of probation. 
(i)(1) Ordering a person to treatment as a condition of probation pursuant to 
subdivision (a)(2), (a)(3), and subsection (h) for a second or third violation of 
§ 55-10-401 is solely within the discretion of the judge as an available 
sentencing option. Failure to grant such person such treatment is not 
appealable, except for abuse of discretion. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed as creating a right for a 
person convicted of a second or third violation of § 55-10-401 to receive: 

(A) Aclinical substance abuse assessment; 

(B) Intensive outpatient treatment; 

(C) Residential treatment; 

(D) Enrollment in a state certified treatment program, including drug 
court or DUI court; or 

(E) Any sentence reduction credits for substance abuse treatment that 
would reduce the period of incarceration imposed by the court other than 
those earned and retained pursuant to subdivision (h)(2)(A) and (B). 
(3)(A) Nothing in this section authorizing a judge to order any of the 
options specified in subdivision (i)(2) shall be construed to affect or limit 
any restrictions a judge may place or is required to place on a person 
convicted of a second or third violation of § 55-10-401 by other provisions 
of law, including the use of an ignition interlock device under § 55-10-409. 

(B) This section governs those instances in which a person is convicted 
of a second or third violation of § 55-10-401 and the judge chooses to order 
the person to participate in a substance abuse treatment program as a 
condition of probation pursuant to this section. In those instances in which 
the person is a second or third offender but the judge declines to order 
treatment pursuant to this section, or in which the person is convicted of 
a first or fourth or subsequent violation of § 55-10-401, § 55-10-410 
applies. 

(j)(1) The court is not empowered to order the expenditure of public funds to 
provide treatment. However, if a person ordered to participate in such a 
program is indigent, the court may allow the person, subject to availability 
of services, to enter any program that provides the treatment without cost to 
an individual. When making a finding as to the indigency of an accused, the 
court shall take into consideration: 

(A) The nature of the program services rendered; 

(B) The usual and customary charges for rendering such program 
services in the community; 

(C) The income of the person regardless of source; 

(D) The poverty level guidelines compiled and published by the United 
States department of labor; 

(EZ) The ownership or equity of any real or personal property of the 
person; and 

(F) Any other circumstances presented to the court that are relevant to 
the issue of indigency. 

(2) If a person ordered to participate is not indigent and participates in a 
program that provides treatment without cost to an individual, that person 
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shall be obligated to pay for treatment in the same manner as provided in 

§ 33-2-1102. If a person ordered to participate, participates in a court 

approved private treatment program, that person shall be responsible for 

the cost and fees involved with the program. 

(k) If a person commits a second or third violation of § 55-10-401 prior to 
July 1, 2014, but the conviction for such offense does not occur until after July 
1, 2014, the person shall elect to the judge at the time of conviction whether to 
come within the provisions of chapter 902 of the Public Acts of 2014, or be 
sentenced in accordance with the law in effect at the time the offense was 


committed. 


History. 

Acts 1958, ch. 202, § 5 (Williams, § 10830.6); 
Acts 1955, ch. 100, § 1; 1961, ch. 89, § 1; 1970, 
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275, § 1; 1973, ch. 64, § 2; 1974, ch. 748, § 32; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1035; Acts 1980, ch. 817, 
§ 4; 1981, ch. 350,§ 1; 1981, ch. 443, § 1; 1982, 
ch. 891, §§ 1, 2; 1983, ch. 198, § 1; 1984, ch. 
597, §§ 1, 2; 1986, ch. 842, § 13; 1987, ch. 431, 
§ 1; 1988, ch. 969,§ 1; 1989, ch. 547, § 1; 1989, 
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272, § 1; 1993, ch. 516, §§ 1, 2; 1994, ch. 840, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 948, §§ 1-3; 1995, ch. 524, §§ 1, 
2; 1996, ch. 910, § 1; 1998, ch. 926, § 1; 1998, 
ch. 986, § 3; 1998, ch. 1046, §§ 1, 2, 5, 6; 2000, 
ch. 868, §§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 867, § 1; 2000, ch. 
947, § 8N; 2002, ch. 546, §§ 1, 2; 2002, ch. 789, 
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§§ 1, 2; 2006, ch. 880, §§ 1-3; 2006, ch. 983, 
§ 1; 2007, ch. 171,§ 1; 2008, ch. 978, § 1; 2008, 
ch. 1018, § 1; 2008, ch. 1177, § 1; 2009, ch. 186, 
§§ 7, 49; 2010, ch. 921, §§ 3-9; 2010, ch. 1080, 
§ 1; 2010, ch. 1100, § 89; 2011, ch. 298, §§ 1, 
5-7; 2011, ch. 379, §§ 1, 2; 2012, ch. 575, §§ 1, 
BS 2012 Ch. ci 2 le One Zia, Ch eae. or Oo. 
2012, ch. 919, § 1; 2012, ch. 977, § 1; 2013, ch. 
154, § 2; T.C.A. § 55-10-4038; Acts 2014, ch. 
902, 8§ 1-4, 8; 2015, ch. 126, § 2; 2016, ch. 653, 
§ 1; 2016, ch. 876, §§ 1, 14; 2016, ch. 9938, $§ 1, 
16; 2018, ch. 1046, § 4; 2019, ch. 486, §§ 11, 13; 
2019, ch. 505, 8§ 7, 8. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 


Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
supplement. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 2013, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-402, relating to defenses of a lawful 
user of substances, can be found in § 55-10- 
411(e). 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 

Acts 2014, ch. 902, § 8 provided that the act 
shall apply to any person committing a second 
or third violation of § 55-10-401 on or after 
July 1, 2014. 

Acts 2018, ch. 1046, § 12 provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2018. 


Cross-References. 
Penalties for Class B, C, D and E felonies, 
§ 40-35-111. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

The plain and unambiguous language of 
T.C.A. § 55-10-419(a)(1)(A)Gi) does not allow 
for the payment on behalf of indigent persons of 
costs associated with global positioning moni- 
toring systems from the electronic monitoring 
indigency fund. It allows for the payment of 
costs for indigents from that fund only for “a 
transdermal monitoring device or other alter- 
native alcohol or drug monitoring device, if 
required by the court pursuant to § 55-10- 
402(h)(7).” And the phrase “other alternative 
alcohol or drug monitoring device” as used in 
T.C.A. § 55-10-419(a)(1)(A)Gi) does not include 
a global positioning monitoring device. OAG 
18-38, 2018 Tenn. AG LEXIS 37 (8/16/2018). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Evidence. 
2. Legal Sentence. 


1. Evidence. 
Trial court erred by admitting the results of 
defendant’s blood-alcohol’ test because the 


State failed to prove an adequate chain of 
custody of the blood sample as it did not offer 
any evidence to show the location of and condi- 
tions in which the evidence was kept between 
the deputy’s delivering it to an unidentified 
person from the forensic department and the 
laboratory’s receipt of it from the sheriffs de- 
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partment. The error was not harmless as to 
defendant’s convictions of DUI per se and 
fourth-offense DUI based on a per se violation 
because both relied on the blood-alcohol test 
results as the essential proof of intoxication. 
State v. Gibson, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 754 (Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 3, 
2018). 


2. Legal Sentence. 
Defendant was convicted of driving under the 
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influence, third offense, a Class A misde- 
meanor, and his sentence of 11 months and 29 
days at 100 percent was a permissible sentence; 
he had four prior driving under the influence 
convictions at the time of sentencing, which 
indicated a total disregard for the laws govern- 
ing roadways, and the trial court considered 
the purposes and principles of the Sentencing 
Act. State v. Crepack, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 767 (Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 
12, 2018). 


55-10-403. Fines for violations of § 55-10-401 — Restitution. 


(a) A person convicted for a violation of § 55-10-401, shall be fined as 
follows: 

(1) For a first offense, the person shall be fined not less than three 
hundred fifty dollars ($350) nor more than one thousand five hundred dollars 
($1,500); 

(2) For a second offense, the person shall be fined not less than six 
hundred dollars ($600) nor more than three thousand five hundred dollars 
($3,500); 

(3) For a third offense, the person shall be fined not less than one 
thousand one hundred dollars ($1,100) nor more than ten thousand dollars 
($10,000); 

(4) For a fourth or subsequent offense, the person shall be fined not less 
than three thousand dollars ($3,000) nor more than fifteen thousand dollars 
($15,000); 

(5) For any offense while accompanied by a child under eighteen (18) 
years of age, the person shall be fined one thousand dollars ($1,000) in 
addition to the fine for the DUI offense. 

(b) Unless the judge, using the applicable criteria set out in § 40-14-202(b), 
determines that a person convicted of violating § 55-10-401 is indigent, the 
minimum applicable fine shall be mandatory and shall not be subject to 
reduction or suspension. All fines are to be paid on the date sentence is imposed 
unless the court makes an affirmative finding that the defendant lacks a 
present ability to pay. The court shall then order a date certain before which 
payment shall be made. Should the defendant fail to comply with the order of 
the court, the clerk shall notify the court of the failure for further proceedings. 

(c) The minimum and maximum fines for driving under the influence of an 
intoxicant shall continue to be collected and distributed as they were prior to 
July 1, 2013. 

(d) The payment of restitution to any person suffering physical injury or 
personal losses as the result of such offense, if such person is economically 
capable of making such restitution, shall be imposed as a condition of 
probation under § 55-10-410. 


History. 

Acts 1958, ch. 202, § 5 (Williams, § 10830.6); 
Acts 1955, ch. 100, § 1; 1961, ch. 89, § 1; 1970, 
emmy 504.) $$ 9201971) ch. 135, § 2; 1971, \ch. 
275, § 1; 1978, ch. 64, § 2; 1974, ch. 748, § 32; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1035; Acts 1980, ch. 817, 


§ 4; 1981, ch. 350,§ 1; 1981, ch. 443, § 1; 1982, 
ch. 891, §§ 1, 2; 1983, ch. 198, § 1; 1984, ch. 
597, §§ 1, 2; 1986, ch. 842, § 13; 1987, ch. 431, 
§ 1; 1988, ch. 969,§ 1; 1989, ch. 547, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, §§ 111, 116; 1990, ch. 973, §§ 1, 2; 
1990, ch: 992, § 2; 1990, ch. 1081, § 1;:1991, ch: 
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261, § 1; 1991, ch.:355, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 502, 
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ch. 975, § 1; 1993, ch. 123, §§ 1-5; 1993, ch. 
272, § 1; 1993, ch. 516, §§ 1, 2; 1994, ch. 840, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 948, §§ 1-8, 6; 1995, ch. 524, 
§§ 1, 2; 1996, ch. 910, § 1; 1998, ch. 926, § 1; 
1998, ch. 986, § 3; 1998, ch. 1046, §§ 1, 2, 5, 6; 
2000, ch. 863, §§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 867, § 1; 2000, 
ch. 947, § 8N; 2002, ch. 546, §§ 1, 2; 2002, ch. 
789, §'1:'2002. ch. 855,.$§ 1,'5,,6, 11513;,2005, 
ch. 239. $$) 12> 2005:ch 437,00 Ln 2005, ten, 
504, §§ 1, 2; 2006, ch. 880, §§ 1-3; 2006, ch. 
983, § 1; 2007, ch. 171, § 1; 2008, ch. 978, § 1; 
2008, ch. 1018, § 1; 2008, ch. 1177, § 1; 2009, 
ch. 186, §§ 7, 49; 2010, ch. 921, §§ 3-9; 2010, 
ch. 1080, § 1; 2010, ch. 1100, § 89; 2011, ch. 
298, §§)\1, 5-7; 2011, chi379,, $$ 0029 2012) ch. 
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§ 59; 2012, ch. 919, § 1; 2012, ch. 977, § 1; 
2013, ch. 154, § 3; T.C.A. 55-10-453. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 2013, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-4038, relating to the penalties for, and 
consequences of, DUI convictions, can be found 
in § 55-10-402 and throughout Part 4 of Chap- 
ter 10 of Title 55. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 


Law Reviews. 

To Humiliate or Not to Humiliate: Does the 
Sentencing Reform Act Permit Public Shaming 
as a Condition of Supervised Release? (Jennifer 
Bellott), 38 U. Mem. L. Rev. 923 (2008). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Fines. 

Trial court did not err in imposing the maxi- 
mum fines allowed because defendant did not 
object to or argue against the fines imposed by 
the jury at the sentencing hearing, and defense 
counsel acknowledged that she had the ability 
to pay the fines; the trial court noted that 
defendant had at least twelve speeding convic- 


tions, that she used marijuana even though she 
knew it was illegal in Tennessee, and that she 
was not a truthful person. State v. Long, — 
S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 485 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 3, 2017), appeal denied, 
— §.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. LEXIS 611 (Tenn. 
Sept. 17, 2018). 


55-10-404. Driving prohibitions — Restricted licenses — Revocation 
and suspension — Commercial licenses and vehicles. 


(a)(1) The court shall prohibit any person convicted of a violation of 
§ 55-10-401 from driving a vehicle in this state for a period of: 
(A) One (1) year, if the conviction is a first offense; 
(B) Two (2) years for a second offense; 
(C) Six (6) years for a third offense; and, 
(D) Eight (8) years for a fourth or subsequent offense. 
(2) In the interest of public safety, a driver who has been prohibited from 


driving a vehicle in this state pursuant to this subsection (a) may apply for 

a restricted license subject to § 55-10-409. 

(b) Nothing in this part shall be construed so as to in any way limit, change, 
alter, repeal, or amend § 55-50-3038, § 55-50-501, or § 55-50-502, nor to limit 
the power or authority of the department of safety to revoke or suspend a 
driver license, permit, or privilege under chapter 50 of this title. Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to prohibit the issuance of a restricted license in 
accordance with § 55-10-409. 

(c) A person holding a commercial driver license or operating a commercial 
motor vehicle at the time of the violation of § 55-10-401 for which they are 
convicted will also be subject to § 55-50-405. 


History. 185, § 2; 1971, ch. 275, § 1; 1973, ch. 64, § 2; 


Acts 1958, ch. 202, § 5 (Williams, § 10830.6); 
Acts 1955, ch. 100, § 1; 1961, ch. 89, § 1; 1969, 
ch. 292, § 7; 1970, ch. 504, §§ 1, 2; 1971, ch. 


1973, ch. 400, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-1050; 1974, ch. 
748, § 32; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1035; Acts 
1980, ch. 817, § 4; 1981, ch. 350, § 1; 1981, ch. 
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443, § 1; 1982, ch. 891, 8§ 1, 2; 1983, ch. 198, 
§ 1; 1984, ch. 597, §§ 1, 2; 1986, ch. 842, § 13; 
1987, ch. 431, § 1; 1988, ch. 969, § 1; 1989, ch. 
547, § 1; 1989, ch. 591, §§ 111, 116; 1990, ch. 
973, §§ 1, 2; 1990, ch. 992, § 2; 1990, ch. 1081, 
§ 1; 1991, ch. 261, § 1; 1991, ch. 355, §§ 1, 2; 
1991, ch. 502, § 3; 1992, ch. 653, § 1; 1992, ch. 
773, § 1; 1992, ch. 975, § 1; 1993, ch. 123, 
§§ 1-5; 1993, ch. 272, § 1; 1993, ch. 516, §§ 1, 
9: 1994, ch. 840, § 1; 1994, ch. 948, 8§ 1-3; 
1995, ch. 524, §§ 1, 2; 1996, ch. 910, § 1; 1998, 
ch. 926, § 1; 1998, ch. 986, § 3; 1998, ch. 1046, 
§§ 1, 2, 5, 6; 2000, ch. 863, §§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 
867, § 1; 2000, ch. 947, § 8N; 2002, ch. 546, 
§§ 1, 2; 2002, ch. 789, § 1; 2002, ch. 855, §§ 1, 
5, 6, 11-13; 2005, ch. 239, §§ 1, 2; 2005, ch. 437, 
§ 1; 2005, ch. 504, $$ 1, 2; 2006, ch. 880, 
§§ 1-3; 2006, ch. 983, § 1; 2007, ch. 171, § 1; 
2008, ch. 978, § 1; 2008, ch. 1018, § 1; 2008, ch. 
1177, § 1; 2009, ch. 186, §§ 7, 49; 2010, ch. 921, 
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§§ 3-9; 2010, ch. 1080, § 1; 2010, ch. 1100, 
§ 89; 2011, ch. 298, §§ 1, 5-7; 2011, ch. 379, 
§§ 1, 2; 2012, ch. 575, §§ 1, 2; 2012, ch. 727, 
§ 57; 2012, ch. 848, § 59; 2012, ch. 919, § 1: 
2012, ch. 977, § 1; 2013, ch. 154, § 4; 2013, ch. 
344, § 1; T.C.A. §§ 55-10-403, 55-10-411. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 20138, ch. 344, § 22 provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2013. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 2018, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-404, relating to the jurisdiction of the 
general sessions court, can be found in § 55-10- 
411(g). 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 


55-10-405. Prior convictions — Driving record as evidence. 


(a) Except as provided in subsection (c), for the sole purpose of enhancing 
the punishment for a violation a person who is convicted of a violation of 
§ 55-10-401 shall not be considered a repeat or multiple offender and subject 
to the penalties prescribed in this part if ten (10) or more years have elapsed 
between the date of the present violation and the date of any immediately 
preceding violation of § 55-10-401 that resulted in a conviction for such 
offense. If, however, the date of a person’s violation of § 55-10-401 is within ten 
(10) years of the date of the present violation, then the person shall be 
considered a multiple offender and is subject to the penalties imposed upon 
multiple offenders by this part. If a person is considered a multiple offender 
under this part, then every violation of § 55-10-401 that resulted in a 
conviction. for such offense occurring within ten (10) years of the date of the 
immediately preceding violation shall be considered in determining the num- 
ber of prior offenses. However, a violation occurring more than twenty (20) 
years from the date of the instant violation shall never be considered a prior 
offense for that purpose. 

(b) If a person is convicted of a violation of § 55-10-401 in this state, for 
purposes of determining if the person is a multiple offender, the state may use 
a conviction for an offense committed in another state that would constitute 
the offense of driving under the influence of an intoxicant under § 55-10-401, 
vehicular assault under § 39-13-106, aggravated vehicular assault under 
§ 39-13-115, vehicular homicide under § 39-13-213(a)(2), or aggravated ve- 
hicular homicide under § 39-13-218, if committed in this state. If an offense in 
a jurisdiction other than this state is not identified as one (1) of the offenses 
named in this subsection (b), it shall be considered a prior conviction if the 
elements of the offense are the same as the elements of the comparable offense 
in this state. 

(c) For purposes of determining if a person convicted of a violation of 
§ 55-10-401 is a multiple offender, a prior conviction for vehicular assault 
under § 39-13-106, aggravated vehicular assault under § 39-13-115, vehicular 
homicide under § 39-13-213(a)(2), or aggravated vehicular homicide under 
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§ 39-13-218 shall be treated the same as a prior conviction for driving under 
the influence of an intoxicant under § 55-10-401; provided, the person was 
convicted of the prior offense at any time before committing the present 
violation of § 55-10-401, regardless of whether the prior offense occurred 
within ten (10) years of the date of the present violation. 

(d) Acertified computer printout of the official driver record maintained by 
the department of safety shall constitute prima facie evidence of any prior 
conviction. Following indictment by a grand jury, the defendant shall be given 
a copy of the department of safety printout at the time of arraignment. If the 
charge is by warrant, the defendant is entitled to a copy of the department 
printout at the defendant’s first appearance in court or at least fourteen (14) 
days prior to a trial on the merits. If the defendant alleges error in the driving 
record in a written motion, the court may require that a certified copy of the 
judgment be provided for inspection by the court as to validity prior to the 


introduction of the department printout into evidence. 


History. 

Acts 1953, ch. 202, § 5 (Williams, § 10830.6); 
Acts 1955, ch. 100, § 1; 1961, ch. 89, § 1; 1970, 
eh. d04),$8y 1) 2307 do eb 18bi$4 2p Oe sch. 
275; 3): 1; 1973; ch: 64,8) 2: 1974. ech, J46,.9° 82: 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1035; Acts 1980, ch. 817, 
§ 4; 1981, ch. 350,§ 1; 1981, ch. 443, § 1; 1982, 
ch. 891, §§ 1, 2; 1983, ch. 198, § 1; 1984, ch. 
597, §§ 1, 2; 1986, ch. 842, § 18; 1987, ch. 431, 
§ 1; 1988, ch. 969, § 1; 1989, ch. 547,§ 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, §§ 111, 116; 1990, ch. 973, §§ 1, 2; 
1990, ch. 992, § 2; 1990, ch. 1081, § 1; 1991, ch. 
261.8 2:99) eho app weore 2890 len oe: 
§ 3; 1992, ch. 653, § 1; 1992, ch. 773, § 1; 1992, 
ch. 975, § 1; 1993, ch. 128, $§ 1-5; 1993, ch. 
272, § 1; 1998, ch. 516, §§ 1, 2; 1994, ch. 840, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 948, §§ 1-3; 1995, ch. 524, §§ 1, 
2; 1996, ch. 910, § 1; 1998, ch. 926, § 1; 1998, 
ch. 986, § 3; 1998, ch. 1046, §§ 1, 2, 5, 6; 2000, 
ch. 863, §§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 867, § 1; 2000, ch. 
947,§ 8N; 2002, ch. 546, §§ 1, 2; 2002, ch. 789, 
§ 1; 2002, ch. 855, §§ 1, 5, 6, 11-13; 2005, ch. 


239, §§ 1, 2; 2005, ch. 437, § 1; 2005, ch. 504, 
8§ 1, 2; 2006, ch. 880, §§ 1-3; 2006, ch. 983, 
§ 1; 2007, ch. 171,§ 1; 2008, ch. 978, § 1; 2008, 
ch. 1018, § 1; 2008, ch. 1177, § 1; 2009, ch. 186, 
8§ 7, 49; 2010, ch. 921, §§ 3-9; 2010, ch. 1080, 
§ 1; 2010, ch. 1100, '§.,89; 2011, ch. 298, §$ 1, 
5-7; 2011, ch. 379, §§ 1, 2; 2012, ch. 575, §§ 1, 
2;.2012, ch. 727, .§ 57; 2012," ch. 848, '§ 59; 
2012, ‘ch.’919;§ ‘1; 2012, ch. 977) §° 1;'20T3; ch: 
154, § 5; T.C.A. § 55-10-4038; Acts 2016, ch. 
876, § 3; 2019, ch. 486, §§ 9, 10. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 2018, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-405, relating to definitions for pur- 
poses of tests for alcoholic or drug content, have 
been deleted, except for the definition of “test” 
which can be found in § 55-10-411(h)(4). 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Second Offense. 

Trial court properly found that defendant 
was guilty of driving under the influence (DUI), 
second offense, because ten or more years had 
not elapsed between the offense date of his 


prior DUI and the offense date of his DUI in the 
case at issue. State v. Brown, — S.W.3d —, 2018 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 119 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
Feb. 20, 2018), appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 
2018 Tenn. LEXIS 364 (Tenn. June 6, 2018). 


55-10-406. Breath and blood tests to determine alcohol or drug con- 
tent of a motor vehicle operator’s blood. 


(a) A law enforcement officer who has probable cause to believe that the 
operator of a motor vehicle is driving while under the influence of any 
intoxicant, controlled substance, controlled substance analogue, drug, sub- 
stance affecting the central nervous system, or combination thereof as prohib- 
ited by § 55-10-401, or committing the offense of vehicular assault under 
§ 39-13-106, aggravated vehicular assault under § 39-13-115, vehicular ho- 
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micide under § 39-13-213(a)(2), or aggravated vehicular homicide under 
§ 39-13-218, may request that the operator of the vehicle submit to test or 
tests for the purpose of determining the alcohol or drug content, or both, of that 
operator’s blood. 

(b)(1) Breath tests may be administered under the following circumstances: 

(A) The operator’s implied consent to submit to breath tests pursuant to 
subdivision (d)(1); 

(B) The operator’s consent to submit to breath tests; 

(C) A search warrant; 

(D) Incident to a lawful arrest for any of the offenses set out in 
subsection (a); or 

(E) When breath tests are required to be administered pursuant to 
subdivision (c)(1). 

(2) Blood tests may be administered under the following circumstances: 

(A) The operator’s implied consent to submit to blood tests pursuant to 
subdivision (d)(1); 

(B) The operator’s consent to submit to blood tests; 

(C) A search warrant; 

(D) Without the consent of the operator if exigent circumstances to the 
search warrant requirement exist; or 

(E) When blood tests are required to be administered pursuant to 
subdivision (c)(2) and with a search warrant or without a warrant, if 
exigent circumstances to the search warrant requirement exist. 

(c)(1)(A) A law enforcement officer shall administer or cause to be adminis- 
tered breath tests for the purpose of determining the alcohol content of the 
operator’s blood if the officer has appropriate testing equipment available 
and has probable cause to believe that one (1) or more of the events in 
subdivision (c)(2)(A) have occurred; 

(B) A law enforcement officer shall administer or cause to be adminis- 
tered blood tests for the purpose of determining the alcohol or drug content 
of the operator’s blood if one (1) or more of the requirements for blood tests 
set out in subdivision (b)(2) are present and the officer has probable cause 
to believe that one (1) or more of the events in subdivision (c)(2)(A) have 
occurred; and 

(C) Alaw enforcement officer administering breath or blood tests shall 
decide whether to administer or cause to be administered breath tests, 
blood tests, or both tests, for determining the alcohol or drug content of the 
operator’s blood. 

(2)(A) A law enforcement officer shall administer or cause to be adminis- 
tered breath tests, blood tests, or both tests, pursuant to subdivision (c)(1) 
if the operator: 
(i) Has been involved in a collision resulting in the injury or death of 
another and the operator of the vehicle has committed a violation of 
§ 39-13-106, § 39-13-115, § 39-13-213(a)(2), § 39-13-218, or § 55-10-401; 
(ii) Has committed a violation of § 39-13-106, § 39-13-115, § 39-13- 

213(a)(2), § 39-13-218, or § 55-10-401; and a passenger in the motor 

vehicle is a child under eighteen (18) years of age; or 
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(iii) Has committed a violation of § 39-13-106, § 39-13-115, § 39-13- 
213(a)(2), § 39-13-218, or § 55-10-401; and has a prior conviction of a 
violation of § 39-13-106, § 39-13-115, § 39-13-213(a)(2), § 39-13-218, 
or § 55-10-401; or an offense committed in another state or territory 
that, if committed in this state, would constitute the offense of vehicular 
assault under § 39-13-106, aggravated vehicular assault under § 39- 
13-115, vehicular homicide under § 39-13-213(a)(2), aggravated vehicu- 
lar homicide under § 39-13-218, or driving under the influence of an 
intoxicant under § 55-10-401. 

(B) The blood tests required to be administered under subdivision 
(c)(1)(B) shall be performed in accordance with the procedure set forth in 
this section and § 55-10-408, and shall be performed, pursuant to a search 
warrant as described in subdivision (b)(2)(C) or if exigent circumstances to 
the search warrant requirement exist as described in subdivision (b)(2)(D), 
regardless of whether the operator consents to the tests. 

(C) The results of breath or blood tests required by subdivision (c)(2)(A) 
may be offered as evidence by either the state or the operator of the vehicle 
in any court, administrative hearing, or official proceeding relating to the 
collision or offense, subject to the Tennessee Rules of Evidence. 

(d)(1) The operator of a motor vehicle in this state is deemed to have given 
implied consent to breath tests, blood tests, or both tests, for the purpose of 
determining the alcohol or drug content of that operator’s blood. However, no 
such tests may be administered pursuant to this section unless conducted at 
the direction of a law enforcement officer having probable cause to believe 
the operator was in violation of one (1) or more of the offenses set out in 
subsection (a) and the operator signs a standardized waiver developed by the 
department of safety and made available to law enforcement agencies. 

(2) Any law enforcement officer who requests that the operator of a motor 
vehicle submit to breath tests, blood tests, or both tests, authorized pursuant 
to subsection (a), shall, prior to conducting the test, advise the operator that 
refusal to submit to the tests: 

(A) Will result in the suspension by the court of the operator’s driver 
license; and 

(B) May result, depending on the operator’s prior criminal history, in 
the operator being required to operate only a motor vehicle equipped with 
a functioning ignition interlock device, if the operator is convicted of a 
violation of § 55-10-401, as described in § 55-10-405. 

(3) If the operator is not advised of the consequences of the refusal to 
submit to breath tests, blood tests, or both tests, the court having jurisdic- 
tion over the offense for which the operator was placed under arrest shall not 
have the authority to suspend the license of an operator or require the 
operator to operate only a motor vehicle equipped with a functioning ignition 
interlock device pursuant to § 55-10-417 for a violation of this subsection 
(d). 

(4) Except as may be required by a search warrant or other court order, if 
the operator is placed under arrest, requested by a law enforcement officer to 
submit to breath tests, blood tests, or both tests, advised of the consequences 
for refusing to do so, and refuses to submit, the operator shall be charged 
with violating subdivision (d)(1). The determination as to whether an 
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operator violated subdivision (d)(1) shall be made: 

(A) At the same time and by the same court as the court disposing of the 
offense for which the operator was placed under arrest, upon an oral or 
written motion of the state; or 

(B) At the operator’s first appearance or preliminary hearing in the 
general sessions court, but no later than the case being bound over to the 
grand jury, if the state does not make a motion pursuant to subdivision 
(d)(4)(A). 

(e)(1)(A) If blood tests of the operator of a motor vehicle are authorized 
pursuant to this section, a qualified practitioner who, acting at the written 
request of a law enforcement officer, withdraws blood from an operator for 
the purpose of conducting tests to determine the alcohol or drug content in 
an operator’s blood, will not incur any civil or criminal liability as a result 
of the withdrawing of the blood, except for any damages that may result 
from the negligence of the person so withdrawing. 

(B) Neither the hospital nor other employer of a qualified practitioner 
listed in subdivision (e)(2) will incur any civil or criminal liability as a 
result of the act of withdrawing blood from any operator, except in the case 
of negligence. 

(2) For purposes of this section, a “qualified practitioner” is a: 

(A) Physician; 

(B) Registered nurse; 

(C) Licensed practical nurse; 

(D) Clinical laboratory technician; 

(E) Licensed paramedic; 

(F) Licensed emergency medical technician approved to establish intra- 
venous catheters; 

(G) Technologist; 

(H) A trained phlebotomist who is operating under a hospital protocol, 
has completed phlebotomy training through an educational entity provid- 
ing such training, or has been properly trained by a current or former 
employer to draw blood; or 

(I) Physician assistant. 

(f) Any operator who is unconscious as a result of a collision, is unconscious 
at the time of arrest or apprehension, or is otherwise in a condition rendering 
the operator incapable of refusal, shall not be subjected to blood tests unless 
law enforcement has obtained a search warrant or exigent circumstance 
exceptions to a search warrant apply. 

(g) Provided probable cause exists for criminal prosecution for any of the 
offenses specified in subsection (a), nothing in this section affects the admis- 
sibility into evidence in a criminal prosecution of any analysis of the alcohol or 
drug content of the defendant’s blood that was not compelled by law enforce- 
ment but was obtained while the defendant was hospitalized or otherwise 
receiving medical care in the ordinary course of medical treatment. 

(h) Nothing in this section affects the admissibility in evidence, in criminal 
prosecutions for vehicular assault under § 39-13-106, vehicular homicide 
under § 39-13-213(a)(2), aggravated vehicular assault under § 39-13-115, or 
aggravated vehicular homicide under § 39-13-218, of any analysis of the 
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alcohol or drug content of the defendant’s blood that has been obtained in 
accordance with this section and tested according to § 55-10-408. 

(i) Nothing in this section affects the admissibility in evidence, in criminal 
prosecutions for any of the offenses set out in subsection (a), of any analysis of 
the alcohol or drug content of the defendant’s blood that has been obtained by 
consent and tested according to § 55-10-408. 

(j) The results of blood tests or breath tests authorized and conducted in 
accordance with this section and § 55-10-408: 

(1) Shall be reported in writing by the person making the analysis, shall 
have noted on the report the time at which the sample analyzed was 
obtained from the operator, and shall be made available to the operator, upon 


request; and 


(2) Shall be admissible in evidence at the trial of any person charged with 


an offense specified in subsection (a). 


(k) The fact that a law enforcement officer failed to request that the operator 
charged with an offense specified in subsection (a) submit to blood or breath 
tests is admissible as evidence at the trial of the charged offense. 

(1) As used in this section, “operator” means any person driving or in 
physical control of any automobile or other motor-driven vehicle as described 


and prohibited by § 55-10-401. 


History. 

Acts 1969, ch. 292, §§ 2, 3, 5; 1970, ch. 427, 
$$3. 45:1973. ch 400, $1; 197% chi 7.1, 8 41: 
T.C.A., §§ 59-1045, 59-1046, 59-1048; Acts 
1980; ch: 817! $' 5; 1981, ‘ch: 353) '$"'1:'1982, ch: 
579, § 13/1983; ch.’ 112; $.1;:1984/'ch.'695, $7 1; 
1985, ch. 141, §§ 1, 3; 1987, ch. 318, §§ 1-4; 
1988, ch. 840, § 1; 1993, ch. 390, § 1; 1995, ch. 
355, § 1; 1996, ch. 911, § 1; 1998, ch. 986, § 2; 
1998, ch. 1046, § 8; 2000, ch. 602, § 1; 2000, ch. 
842, § 1; 2000, ch. 952, §§ 1, 2; 2001, ch. 110, 
§ 1; 2002, ch. 855, § 8; 2004, ch. 626, § 1; 2005, 
ch. 488, §§ 1-4; 2008, ch. 957, § 1; 2009, ch. 
324, § 1; 2010, ch. 921, § 10; 2010, ch. 1096, 
§§ 1-4; 2011, ch. 307, §§ 1, 2; 2012, ch. 666, 
$) 22920127; cha B92 8) 1 uO 2 ach a0 Sins 
2013, ch. 154, § 6; T.C.A. §§ 55-10-407, 55-10- 
409; Acts 2016, ch. 876, § 6; 2017, ch. 304, § 1; 
2019, ch. 187, §§ 1-9; 2019, ch. 448, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Following the revision of the state DUI laws 


by Acts 2013, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-406, relating to penalties for violations 
of the implied consent law, can be found in 
§ 55-10-407. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 

Acts 2019, ch. 187, § 12 provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
violations occurring on or after July 1, 2019. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Effect of Acts, 2009, ch. 324, on blood tests for 
alcohol or drug content. OAG 10-01, 2010 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 1 (1/13/10). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Sufficiency of Consent. 
2. Probable Cause. 


1. Sufficiency of Consent. 

Defendant voluntarily consented to having 
defendant’s blood drawn, because, after defen- 
dant initially agreed to a blood draw and then 
decided not to agree to a blood draw, a police 
officer correctly told defendant, who had a prior 
driving under the influence conviction, that a 


new misdemeanor charge would be added. De- 
fendant then did not protest the blood draw and 
willingly went into a hospital for a blood draw. 
State v. Henry, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 790 (Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 23, 
2018). 

Defendant voluntarily consented to the blood 
draw before the officer read the implied consent 
form to her; the officer advised that should she 
refuse the blood draw, she could be convicted of 
violating the implied consent law and lose her 
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license but it could not be said that this ex- 
tracted defendant’s consent on pain of commit- 
ting a criminal offense. Nothing suggested her 
will was overborne or her capacity was criti- 
cally impaired. The trial court erred by grant- 
ing defendant’s motion to suppress. State v. 
Hafer, — S.W.3d —, 2020 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 143 (Tenn. Crim. App. Feb. 26, 2020). 
No credible argument can be made that the 
statutory implied consent actually supplies the 
type of voluntary consent sufficient to create an 
exception to the warrant requirement. State v. 
Hafer, — S.W.3d —, 2020 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 143 (Tenn. Crim. App. Feb. 26, 2020). 


2. Probable Cause. 
When a deputy directed the medical staff at a 
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hospital to obtain a sample of defendant’s 
blood, probable cause existed to believe that 
defendant was driving under the influence of 
an intoxicant at the time of an auto accident. 
Defendant’s admission to drinking and driving, 
the odor of alcohol on and about defendant’s 
person, and defendant’s poor performance on a 
horizontal gaze nystagmus test were sufficient 
to warrant a prudent officer in believing that 
defendant was driving under the influence of 
an intoxicant when the accident occurred. State 
v. Reynolds, 504 $.W.3d 283, 2016 Tenn. LEXIS 
821 (Tenn. Nov. 3, 2016). 


55-10-407. Penalty for violations of § 55-10-406. 


(a) If the court finds that the driver violated § 55-10-406, the driver is not 
considered as having committed a criminal offense; provided, however, that the 
court shall revoke the license of the driver for a period of: 

(1) One (1) year, if the person does not have a prior conviction as defined 


in subsection (e); 


(2) Two (2) years, if the person does have a prior conviction as defined in 


subsection (e); 


(3) Two (2) years, if the court finds that the driver involved in a collision, 
in which one (1) or more persons suffered serious bodily injury, violated 
§ 55-10-406 by refusing to submit to such a test or tests; and 

(4) Five (5) years, if the court finds that the driver involved in a collision 
in which one (1) or more persons are killed, violated § 55-10-406 by refusing 


to submit to such a test or tests. 


(b) If a person’s driver license is suspended for a violation of § 55-10-406 
prior to the time the offense for which the driver was arrested is disposed of, 
the court disposing of such offense may order the department of safety to 


reinstate the license if: 


(1) The person’s driver license is currently suspended for an implied 
consent violation and the offense for which the driver was arrested resulted 


from the same incident; and 


(2) The offense for which the person was arrested is dismissed by the 
court upon a finding that the law enforcement officer lacked sufficient cause 
to make the initial stop of the driver’s vehicle. 

(c) The period of license suspension for a violation of § 55-10-406 runs 
consecutive to the period of license suspension imposed following a conviction 


for § 55-10-401 if: 


(1) The general sessions court or trial court judge determines that the 


driver violated § 55-10-406; and 


(2) The judge determining the violation of § 55-10-406 finds that the 
driver has a conviction or juvenile delinquency adjudication for a violation 
that occurred within five (5) years of the violation of § 55-10-406 for: 

(A) Implied consent under § 55-10-406; 
(B) Underage driving while impaired under § 55-10-415; 
(C) The open container law under § 55-10-416; or 
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(D) Reckless driving under § 55-10-205, if the charged offense was 


§ 55-10-401. 


(d) Any person who violates § 55-10-406 by refusing to submit to either test 
or both tests, pursuant to § 55-10-406(d)(4), shall be charged by a separate 
warrant or citation that does not include any charge of violating § 55-10-401 
that may arise from the same occurrence. 


(e)(1) For the purpose of determining the license suspension period under 
subsection (a), a person who is convicted of a violation of § 55-10-401 is not 
to be considered a repeat or multiple offender and subject to the penalties 
prescribed in subsection (a) if ten (10) or more years have elapsed between 
the date of the present violation and the date of any immediately preceding 
violation of § 55-10-401 that resulted in a conviction for such offense. If, 
however, the date of a person’s violation of § 55-10-401 is within ten (10) 
years of the date of the present violation, then the person shall be considered 
a multiple offender and is subject to the penalties imposed upon multiple 
offenders by this part. If a person is considered a multiple offender under 
this part, then every violation of § 55-10-401 that resulted in a conviction for 
such offense occurring within ten (10) years of the date of the immediately 
preceding violation is considered in determining the number of prior 
offenses. However, a violation occurring more than twenty (20) years from 
the date of the instant violation is never considered a prior offense for that 
purpose. 

(2) For the purpose of determining the license suspension period under 
subsection (a), the state shall use a conviction for the offense of driving under 
the influence of an intoxicant, vehicular homicide involving an intoxicant, 
vehicular assault involving an intoxicant, aggravated vehicular homicide 
involving an intoxicant, or aggravated vehicular assault involving an intoxi- 
cant that occurred in another state or territory, as defined in § 55-10-405. 

(3) For the purpose of determining the license suspension period under 
subsection (a), a prior conviction for the offense of vehicular assault under 
§ 39-13-106, aggravated vehicular assault under § 39-13-115, vehicular 
homicide under § 39-13-213(a)(2), or aggravated vehicular homicide under 
§ 39-13-218 is treated the same as a prior conviction for a violation of 
driving under the influence of an intoxicant under § 55-10-401. 


History. 

Acts 1969, ch. 292, § 2; 1970, ch. 427, § 3; 
1973, chi)400,) $¢ 1; 1977, chii71ls S81; CAL, 
§ 59-1045; Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 5; 1981, ch. 
353, § 1; 1982, ch. 579, § 1; 1983, ch. 112, § 1; 
1984, ch. 695, § 1; 1985, ch. 141, §§ 1, 3; 1987, 
ch. 318, §§ 1-4; 1988, ch. 840, § 1; 1993, ch. 
390, § 1; 1995, ch. 355, § 1; 1996, ch. 911, § 1; 
1998, ch. 986, § 2; 1998, ch. 1046, § 8; 2000, ch. 
602, § 1; 2000, ch. 842, § 1; 2000, ch. 952, §§ 1, 
2; 2001, ch. 110, § 1; 2002, ch. 855, § 8; 2004, 
ch. 626, § 1; 2005, ch. 483, §§ 1, 2; 2008, ch. 
957,81; 2009, ch, 324,.§. 1; 2010,.ch,.921.$» 10: 
2010, ch. 1096, §§ 1-4; 2011, ch. 307, §§ 1, 2; 
2012, ch. 666, § 1; 2012, ch. 892, § 1; 2012, ch. 
1040, § 1; 2013, ch. 154, § 7; 2013, ch. 344, 


§§ 2, 3; T.C.A. § 55-10-406; Acts 2016, ch. 876, 
§ 7; 2017, ch. 304, §§ 2, 3; 2019, ch. 187, § 10. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2018, ch. 344, § 22 provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2013. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 2013, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-407, relating to admissibility of tests 
for blood and alcohol content and to failure to 
request such tests, can be foundin § 55-10-406. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 

Acts 2019, ch. 187, § 12 provided that the 
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act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
violations occurring on or after July 1, 2019. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-10-408. Tests for alcohol or drug content of blood — Procurement 
and processing of samples — Results — Additional testing. 


(a) The procurement of a sample of a person’s blood for the purpose of 
conducting a test to determine the alcohol content, drug content, or both, of the 
blood shall be considered valid if the sample was collected by a person qualified 
to do so, as listed in § 55-10-406(e)(2), or a person acting at the direction of a 
medical examiner or other physician holding an unlimited license to practice 
medicine in Tennessee under procedures established by the department of 
health. 

(b)(1) Upon receipt of a specimen forwarded to the director’s office or an 

accredited crime laboratory for analysis, and the “toxicology request for 

examination” form, which shall indicate whether or not a breath alcohol test 
has been administered and the results of that test, the director of the 

Tennessee bureau of investigation or the director of an accredited crime 

laboratory shall have the specimen examined for alcohol concentration, the 

presence of narcotics or other drugs, or for both alcohol and drugs, if 
requested by the arresting officer, county medical examiner, or any district 
attorney general. The office of the director of the Tennessee bureau of 
investigation or the director of an accredited crime laboratory shall execute 

a certificate or report that indicates the name of the accused, the date, the 

time, and by whom the specimen was received and examined, and a 

statement of the alcohol concentration or presence of drugs in the specimen. 

(2) As used in this section, “accredited crime laboratory” shall be limited 
to those crime laboratories that: 

(A) Are owned and operated by this state or a political subdivision of 
this state; 

(B) Are accredited under ISO/IEC/17025, with associated supplemental 
requirements; and | 

(C) Provide testing within the scope of the accreditation sufficient to 
meet the requirements as forensic service providers. 

(c) When a specimen taken in accordance with this section is forwarded for 
testing to the office of the director of the Tennessee bureau of investigation, a 
report of the results of this test shall be made and filed in that office, and a copy 
mailed to the district attorney general for the district where the case arose. 

(d) The certificate provided for in this section shall, when duly attested by 
the director of the Tennessee bureau of investigation or the director’s duly 
appointed representative, be admissible in any court, in any criminal proceed- 
ing, as evidence of the facts therein stated, and of the results of the test, if the 
person taking or causing to be taken the specimen and the person performing 
the test of the specimen shall be available, if subpoenaed as witnesses, upon 
demand by either party to the cause, or, when unable to appear as witnesses, 
shall submit a deposition upon demand by either party to the cause. 
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(e) The person tested shall be entitled to have an additional sample of blood 
or urine procured and the resulting test performed by any medical laboratory 


of that person’s own choosing and at that person’s own expense; provided, that 


the medical laboratory is licensed pursuant to title 68, chapter 29. 


History. 

Acts 1969, ch. 292, § 6; 1972, ch. 525, §§ 1-8; 
T.C.A., § 59-1049; Acts 1980, ch. 810, § 4; 
1982, ch. 579, § 2; 1985, ch. 141, §§ 2, 3; 1993, 
ch. 390, § 2; 1995, ch. 355, § 2; 2005, ch. 4838, 
§§ 5, 6; 2012, ch. 666, § 2; 20138, ch. 154, § 8; 
T.C.A. § 55-10-410; Acts 2017, ch. 304, § 4; 


by Acts 2013, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-408, relating to the presumption of 
intoxication or impairment, can be found in 
§ 55-10-411. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 


2018, ch. 961, § 1; 2019, ch. 187, § 11. : 
Acts 2019, ch. 187, § 12 provided that the 


act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
violations occurring on or after July 1, 2019. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Following the revision of the state DUI laws 


55-10-409. Restricted driver license — Ignition interlock device — 
Geographic restrictions. 


(a) Notwithstanding any of this part to the contrary, a person whose license 
has been suspended by the court pursuant to § 55-10-404 is not eligible for, 
and the court shall not have the authority to grant or order, the issuance of a 
restricted driver license if, based on the record of the department, the person: 

(1) Has a prior conviction for the offense of vehicular assault under 

§ 39-13-106, aggravated vehicular assault under § 39-13-115, vehicular 

homicide under § 39-13-213(a)(2), or aggravated vehicular homicide under 

§ 39-13-218 in this state or a similar offense in another state; or 

(2) Seriously injured or killed another person in the course of the conduct 
that resulted in the driver’s conviction under § 55-10-401 or a similar 
offense in another state. A driver who has committed such an offense shall 
not be eligible for and the court shall not have the authority to grant the 
issuance of a restricted motor vehicle operator’s license until such time as 
the period of suspension mandated by § 55-10-404 has expired, notwith- 
standing the fact that it may be the driver’s first conviction. 

(b)(1)(A)G) Except as provided in subsection (a), if a person’s motor vehicle 
operator’s license has been revoked pursuant to § 55-10-404 or § 55- 
10-406, the person may apply to the trial judge or a judge of any court 
in the person’s county of residence having jurisdiction to try charges for 
driving under the influence for a restricted driver license. 

(ii) If the person’s present conviction for driving under the influence 
of an intoxicant is an offense for which subdivision (b)(2)(B) requires the 
court to order the person to operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped 
with a functioning ignition interlock device, the court may order the 
issuance of a restricted motor vehicle operator’s license subject to such 
limitations. The court shall have discretion to order additional limita- 
tions, including but not limited to geographic restrictions as provided in 
subsection (c), on the restricted motor vehicle license. 

(iii) If the person’s violation of § 55-10-406 or present conviction for 
driving under the influence of an intoxicant is not an offense for which 
subdivision (b)(2)(B) requires the court to order the person to operate 
only a motor vehicle that is equipped with a functioning ignition 
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interlock device, the court may order the issuance of a restricted motor 
vehicle operator’s license. The court shall have discretion to order the 
person to operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped with a function- 
ing ignition interlock device or place additional limitations on the 
person’s restricted license; provided, however, that a restricted license 
issued pursuant to this subdivision (b)(1)(A)@ii) without an ignition 
interlock requirement shall be subject to geographic restrictions as 

provided in subsection (c). 

(B)G) A Tennessee resident, whose operator’s license has been revoked 

because of a conviction in another jurisdiction for operating a motor 

vehicle while under the influence of an intoxicant, may apply for a 

restricted license to a judge of any court in the person’s county of 

residence having jurisdiction to try charges for driving under the 
influence. The court may order the issuance of a restricted motor vehicle 
operator’s license. The court shall have discretion to order the person to 
operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped with a functioning ignition 
interlock device or place additional limitations on the person’s restricted 
license; provided, however, that a restricted license issued pursuant to 
this subdivision (b)(1)(B)G) without an ignition interlock requirement 

shall be subject to geographic restrictions as provided in subsection (c). 

If the person has a prior conviction within the past ten (10) years for a 

violation of § 55-10-401 or § 55-10-421, in this state or a similar offense 

in any other jurisdiction, the court shall be required to order the person 
to operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped with a functioning 
ignition interlock device. 

(ii) If a copy of the judgment of conviction certified by the court that 
tried the case in the other jurisdiction accompanies the restricted license 
application, the court may issue such order allowing the person so 
convicted to operate a motor vehicle including such restrictions ordered 
by the court that tried the case in the other jurisdiction provided such 
restrictions do not conflict with Tennessee statutes or regulations. 

(C) A person ordered to operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped 

with a functioning ignition interlock device pursuant to this subsection (b) 
may apply for assistance to meet the requirement pursuant to § 55-10- 
419, except as provided in subdivision (b)(2)(C). 
(2)(A) Upon application by a person who is not prohibited from having a 
restricted license under subsection (a), the judge of the court may order 
the issuance of a restricted license in accordance with § 55-50-502(c) 
allowing the person to operate a motor vehicle for the limited purposes set 
forth in subdivision (c)(1). 

(B) If the judge approves the restricted license application of a person 
who is not prohibited from having a restricted license under subsection (a), 
the judge shall also order the person to install and keep a functioning 
ignition interlock device as a condition of probation if, at the time of the 
offense: 

(i) The person was convicted of a violation of § 55-10-401 and had a 
blood or breath alcohol concentration of eight hundredths of one percent 
(0.08%) or higher or a combination of alcohol in any amount and 
marijuana, a controlled substance, controlled substance analogue, drug, 
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or any substance affecting the central nervous system; 

(ii) The person was convicted of § 55-10-401 and was accompanied by 

a person under eighteen (18) years of age; 

(iii) The person was involved in a traffic accident for which notice to 

a law enforcement officer is required under § 55-10-107, and the 

accident is the proximate result of the person’s intoxication; or 

(iv) The person violated the implied consent law under § 55-10-406, 
and has a conviction or juvenile delinquency adjudication for a violation 
that occurred within five (5) years of the instant implied consent 
violation, for: 
(a) Implied consent under § 55-10-406; 
(b) Underage driving while impaired under § 55-10-415; 
(c) The open container law under § 55-10-416; or 
(d) Reckless driving under § 55-10-205, if the charged offense was 
§ 55-10-401. 

(C) A person convicted of § 55-10-401, who is eligible for a restricted 
license under subsection (a) and who is not required to have an interlock 
device pursuant to subdivision (b)(2) or other section, may request the 
court order the installation and use of an ignition interlock in leu of 
geographic restrictions or additional limitations on the restricted license. 
The person shall pay all costs associated with the device and is not eligible 
for electronic monitoring indigency fund assistance under § 55-10-419. 

(D) A court may also order a person whose license has been suspended 
pursuant to § 55-10-407 to operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped 
with a functioning ignition interlock with or without geographic restric- 
tions which shall remain on the vehicle during the entire period of the 
restricted license. A person ordered to operate only a motor vehicle that is 
equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device pursuant to this 
subdivision (b)(2)(D) may apply for assistance to meet the requirement 
pursuant to § 55-10-419. 

(c)(1) If a court issues an order allowing a person to operate a motor vehicle 
with geographic restrictions, the court shall specify the necessary time and 
places of permissible operation of a motor vehicle, for the limited purposes of 
going to and from: 

(A) And working at the person’s regular place of employment; 

(B) The office of the person’s probation officer or other similar location 
for the sole purpose of attending a regularly scheduled meeting or other 
function with the probation officer by a route to be designated by the 
probation officer; 

(C) A court-ordered alcohol safety program; 

(D) A college or university in the case of a student enrolled full time in 
the college or university; 

(EZ) A scheduled interlock monitoring appointment; 

(F) A court ordered outpatient alcohol and drug treatment program; 
and 

(G) The person’s regular place of worship for regularly scheduled 
religious services conducted by a bona fide religious institution as defined 
in § 48-101-502(c). 
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(2) Acourt order issued under subsection (b) may be presented within ten 
(10) days after the date of issuance to the department, accompanied by a fee 
of sixty-five dollars ($65.00) and proof to the satisfaction of the department 
that a functioning ignition interlock device has been installed and will be 
maintained on one (1) or more vehicles to be operated by the person for the 
duration of the restricted license, if such installation and maintenance is 
required by subdivision (b)(2)(B) or the court’s order. If the person has first 
successfully completed a driver license examination, the department shall 
forthwith issue a restricted license specifying that such restricted license 
authorizes the person to operate only noncommercial vehicles equipped with 
a functioning ignition interlock device, if required, and embodying additional 
limitations imposed by the court upon the person. 

(3) If the violation Tequleing in the person’s conviction for driving under 

the influence or the person’s violation of § 55-10-406 occurred prior to July 
1, 2013, the law in effect when the violation occurred shall govern the 
person’s eligibility for a restricted motor vehicle operator license unless the 
person petitions the court to consider the person’s eligibility under the law in 
effect when the petition is filed. 
(d)(1) Unless otherwise prohibited by subsection (a), the trial judge or a 
judge of any court in the person’s county of residence having jurisdiction to 
try charges for driving under the influence may order the issuance of a 
restricted motor vehicle operator’s license in accordance with § 55-50-502 to 
any person whose motor vehicle operator’s license has been revoked pursu- 
ant to § 55-10-404 and who has a prior conviction within the past ten (10) 
years for a violation of § 55-10-401 or § 55-10-421, in this state or a similar 
offense in any other jurisdiction. 

(2)(A) If the court orders the issuance of a restricted motor vehicle 

operator’s license pursuant to this subsection (d), the court shall also order 

the person to operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped with a 

functioning ignition interlock device. The restriction shall be for the entire 

period of the restricted license and for a period of six (6) months after the 
license revocation period has expired if required by § 55-10-417(k). 

(B) Sections 55-10-417, 55-10-418 and 55-10-419 shall apply when a 
person is ordered to operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped with a 
functioning ignition interlock device pursuant to this subsection (d). 

(e) If a person is required by court order issued pursuant to this section, 


whether issued due to statutory requirement, in the court’s discretion, or at the 
defendant’s request, to operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped with a 
functioning ignition interlock device, and the offense for which the ignition 
interlock device is ordered occurs on or after July 1, 2016, the compliance- 
based provisions of § 55-10-425 shall govern the required periods of continu- 
ous operation, default interlock orders, authorized removal of the device, and 
other enforcement aspects of the court’s order set out in § 55-10-425. 


History. 


Acts 1953, ch. 202, § 5 (Williams, § 10830.6); 
Acts 1955, ch. 100, § 1; 1961, ch. 89, § 1; 1970, 
Bh. bu4, 88 1.2) 1971, ch. bdo, & 2: 1971. ch. 
275, § 1; 1978, ch. 64, § 2: 1974, ch. '748,'$ 32; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1035; Acts 1980, ch. 817, 


§ 4;1981, ch. 350,§ 1; 1981, ch. 443, § 1; 1982, 
chy SOLS 1,'2)1198; ch; 198)'$ | 19 11984,\ch. 
597, §8§ 1, 2; 1986, ch. 842, § 13; 1987, ch. 431, 
§ 1; 1988, ch. 969, § 1; 1989, ch. 547, § 1; 1989, 
eh. 591 e111 1 1G; "1980, chy" 973; $$", 2; 
1990, ch. 992, § 2; 1990, ch. 1081, § 1; 1991, ch. 
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261, § 1; 1991, ch. 355, -§§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 502, 
§ 3; 1992, ch. 653, § 1;.1992, ch. 773, § 1; 1992, 
ch. 975, § 1; 1993, ch. 123, §§ 1-5; 1998, ch. 
272, § 1; 19938, ch. 516, §§ 1, 2; 1994, ch. 840, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 948, §§ 1-3; 1995, ch. 524, §§ 1, 
2; 1996, ch. 910, § 1; 1998, ch. 926, § 1; 1998, 
ch. 986, § 3; 1998, ch. 1046, §§ 1, 2, 5, 6; 2000, 
ch. 863, §§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 867, § 1; 2000, ch. 
947, § 8N; 2002, ch. 546, §§ 1, 2; 2002, ch. 789, 
§ 1; 2002, ch. 855, §§ 1, 5, 6, 11-18; 2005, ch. 
239,,$8.11;2;12005, ch. 437.8 «13,2005, ch) 504, 
§§ 1, 2; 2006, ch. 880, §§ 1-3; 2006, ch. 983, 
§ 1; 2007, ch. 171, § 1; 2008, ch. 978, § 1; 2008, 
ch. 1018, § 1; 2008, ch. 1177, § 1; 2009, ch. 186, 
§§ 7, 49; 2010, ch. 921, §§ 3-9; 2010, ch. 1080, 
§ 1; 2010, ch. 1100, § 89; 2011, ch. 298, §§ 1, 
5-7: ZOU, Cheo1giee. tra: 20a echo nro. oan L, 
2°°2012) eh 2 Tso et Ole ch 640. au": 
2012, '¢hi919) $13 2012cH. 077-8 1 2013)ich. 
154, § 9; 2013, ch. 344, §§ 4-9; T.C.A. § 55-10- 
408; Acts 2014, ch. 587, 8§ 1, 2; 2016, ch. 876, 
§ 8; 2016, ch. 888, § 2; 2016, ch. 993, § 4; 2016, 
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ch. 1030, § 2; 2016 (2nd Ex. Sess.), ch. 1, § 2; 
2018, ch. 1046, § 4. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 20138, ch. 344, § 22 provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2013. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 2013, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-409, relating to reports of alcohol and 
drug content tests and the availability of the 
results of such tests, can be found in § 55-10- 
406. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 

Acts 2014, ch. 587, § 7, provided that the act, 
which amended _ subdivisions (c)(2) and 
(d)(2)(A), shall apply to offenses committed on 
or after July 1, 2014. 

Acts 2018, ch. 1046, § 12 provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2018. 


55-10-410. Probation conditions — Access to inmates by alcohol and 
drug treatment organizations. 


(a) In addition to incarceration, fines and license ramifications the sentenc- 
ing judge has the discretion to impose any conditions of probation which are 
reasonably related to the offense, but shall impose the following conditions: 

(1)(A)G) Participation in an alcohol and drug safety DUI school, and/or 
drug offender school program, if available; and 
(i) A drug and alcohol assessment or treatment; or 
(iii) If the court deems it appropriate and the service is available, 
both a drug and alcohol assessment and treatment, with the cost of such 
service being paid as provided in subdivision (a)(4); or 
(B) In lieu of or in addition to subdivision (a)(1)(A), the judge may order 
the offender to attend a victims impact panel program if such a program 
is offered by the county where the offense occurs and, if the court finds the 
offender has the ability to pay, to pay a fee of not less than twenty-five 
($25.00) nor more than fifty dollars ($50.00) as determined by the 
governing authority of the program and approved by the sentencing judge, 


to the program to offset the cost of participation by the offender; or 

(2) Upon the second or subsequent conviction for violating § 55-10-401, 
involving being under the influence of a controlled substance or controlled 
substance analogue, § 39-17-418, involving the possession of a controlled 
substance, or § 39-17-454, involving the possession of a controlled substance 
analogue, participation in a program of rehabilitation at an alcohol or drug 
treatment facility, if available; 

(3) Restitution as provided in § 55-10-403(d); 

(4) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, if a person convicted of 
a violation of § 55-10-401 has a prior conviction for a violation of § 55-10- 
401 within the past five (5) years, the court shall order such person to 
undergo a drug and alcohol assessment and receive treatment as appropri- 
ate. Unless the court makes a specific determination that the person is 
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indigent, the expense of such assessment and treatment shall be the 
responsibility of the person receiving it. Notwithstanding § 55-10-402(j)(1) 
and (2), if the court finds that the person is indigent, the expense or some 
portion of the expense may be paid from the alcohol and drug addiction 
treatment fund established in § 40-33-211(c)(2) pursuant to a plan and 
procedures developed by the department of mental health and substance 
abuse services; 

(5) The alcohol and drug assessment and treatment provisions of this 
section shall only apply in instances where a person is convicted of a first or 
fourth or subsequent violation of § 55-10-401, or where a person is convicted 
of a second or third violation of § 55-10-401 but the judge declines to order 
the person to participate in a substance abuse treatment program as a 
condition of probation pursuant to § 55-10-402. 

(b) The sheriff of each county shall develop a written policy that permits 


alcohol and drug treatment organizations to have reasonable access to persons 
confined in the county jail or workhouse convicted of or charged with a 


violation of this part. 


History. 

Acts 1953, ch. 202, § 5 (Williams, § 10830.6); 
Acts 1955, ch. 100, § 1; 1961, ch. 89, § 1; 1970, 
Bn, 504; 189-1) 2371971 chinisb, $2: 19713; ch: 
275, § 1; 19738, ch. 64, § 2; 1974, ch. 748, § 32; 

T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1035; Acts 1980, ch. 817, 
§ 4; 1981, ch. 350,§ 1; 1981, ch. 443, § 1; 1982, 
(ch. 891, §§ 1, 2; 1988, ch. 198, § 1; 1984, ch. 
597, §§ 1, 2; 1986, ch. 842, § 13; 1987, ch. 431, 
§ 1; 1988, ch. 969, § 1; 1989, ch. 547, § 1; 1989, 
pot, os lt 116:" 1990, en. "973: §S “TL” 2: 
1990, ch. 992, § 2; 1990, ch. 1081, § 1; 1991, ch. 
261, § 1; 1991, ch. 355, §§ 1, 2; 1991, ch. 502, 
Bes: 1992 chs 653, 8. .1°1992. ch. 7735.8 1: 1992. 
en. 975, 9 1;°1993, ch, 125,88 1-5; 1993, "ch. 
272, § 1; 1993, ch. 516, §§ 1, 2; 1994, ch. 840, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 948, §§ 1-3; 1995, ch. 524, §§ 1, 
2; 1996, ch. 910, §§ 1, 8; 1998, ch. 926, § 1; 
1998, ch. 986, § 3; 1998, ch. 1046, §§ 1, 2, 5, 6; 
2000, ch. 863, §§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 867, § 1; 2000, 
ch. 947, § 8N; 2002, ch. 546, §§ 1, 2; 2002, ch. 
789, § 1; 2002, ch. 855, §§ 1, 5, 6, 11-13; 2005, 
en. 239, §§ 1, 2;°2005, ch’°437, § 1; ‘2005, ch. 
504, §§ 1, 2; 2006, ch. 880, §§ 1-3; 2006, ch. 
983, § 1; 2007, ch. 171, § 1; 2008, ch. 978, § 1; 
2008, ch. 1018, § 1; 2008, ch. 1177, § 1; 2009, 
ch. 186, §§ 7, 49; 2010, ch. 921, §§ 3-9; 2010, 


ch. 1080, § 1; 2010, ch. 1100, § 89; 2011, ch. 
298, §§ 1, 5-7; 2011, ch. 379, §§ 1, 2; 2012, ch. 
575, §§ 1, 2; 2012, ch. 727, § 57; 2012, ch. 848, 
§ 59; 2012, ch. 919, § 1; 2012, ch. 977, § 1; 
2013, ch. 154, § 10; T.C.A. §§ 55-10-403, 55-10- 
417; Acts 2014, ch. 902, §§ 6, 7. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 2018, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-410, relating to the procurement and 
processing of alcohol and drug content tests 
and samples, can be found in § 55-10-408. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 

Acts 2014, ch. 902, § 8 provided that the act 
shall apply to any person committing a second 
or third violation of § 55-10-401 on or after 
July 1, 2014. If a person commits a second or 
third violation of § 55-10-401 prior to July 1, 
2014, but the conviction for such offense does 
not occur until after July 1, 2014, the person 
shall elect to the judge at the time of conviction 
whether to come within the provisions of the 
act or be sentenced in accordance with the law 
in effect at the time the offense was committed. 


-§5-10-411. Presumption of impairment — Notice of penalties for addi- 
tional offenses — Allegation of prior convictions — Man- 
datory service of minimum sentence — No defense that 
person is lawful user of substance — Strip searches — 
Jurisdiction of general sessions court — Part definitions. 


(a) For the purpose of proving a violation of § 55-10-401(a)(1), evidence that 
‘there was, at the time alleged, eight-hundredths of one percent (0.08%) or more 
by weight of alcohol in the defendant’s blood shall create a presumption that 
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the defendant’s ability to drive was sufficiently impaired thereby to constitute 
a violation of § 55-10-401(1). 

(b)(1) Any person convicted of an initial or subsequent offense shall be 
advised, in writing, of the penalty for second and subsequent convictions, 
and, in addition, when pronouncing sentence the judge shall advise the 
defendant of the penalties for additional offenses. Written notice by the 
judge shall inform the defendant that a conviction for the offense of driving 
under the influence of an intoxicant committed in another state shall be used 
to enhance the punishment for a violation of § 55-10-401 committed in this 
state. 

(2) In the prosecution of second or subsequent offenders, the indictment or 
charging instrument must allege the prior conviction or convictions for a 
violation of driving under the influence of an intoxicant under § 55-10-401, 
vehicular assault under § 39-13-106, aggravated vehicular assault under 
§ 39-13-115, vehicular homicide under § 39-13-213(a)(2), or aggravated 
vehicular homicide under § 39-13-218, setting forth the time and place of 
each prior conviction or convictions. When the state uses a conviction for the 
offense of driving under the influence of an intoxicant, aggravated vehicular 
homicide, vehicular homicide, aggravated vehicular assault, vehicular as- 
sault, or adult driving while impaired committed in another state for the 
purpose of enhancing the punishment for a violation of § 55-10-401, the 
indictment or charging instrument must allege the time, place, and state of 
the prior conviction. 

(c) No person charged with violating § 55-10-401 shall be eligible for 
suspension of prosecution and dismissal of charges pursuant to §§ 40-15-102 
— 40-15-105 and 40-32-101(a)(3)-(c)(3) or for any other diversion program nor 
shall any person convicted under such sections be eligible for suspension of 
sentence or probation pursuant to former § 40-21-101 [repealed] or any other 
law authorizing suspension of sentence or probation until such time as the 
person has fully served day for day at least the minimum sentence provided by 
law. 

(d) Nothing in chapter 591 of the Public Acts of 1989, the Sentencing Reform 
Act of 1989, shall be construed as altering, amending or decreasing the 
penalties established in this section for the offense of driving under the 
influence of an intoxicant. 

(e) The fact that any person charged with violating § 55-10-401 is or has 
been entitled to use one (1) or more intoxicants, alcohol, marijuana, controlled 
substances, controlled substance analogues, drugs, or other substances that 
cause impairment shall not constitute a defense against any charge of 
violating this part. 

(f) No person arrested for a violation of § 55-10-401 shall be subjected to a 
strip search or body cavity search, unless the officer has probable cause to 
believe the arrested person is concealing a weapon or contraband in a body 
cavity. Contraband includes, but is not limited to, illegal drugs. 

(g) No judge of the general sessions court has jurisdiction to punish any 
person violating § 55-10-401 under the small offense law. | 

(h) The following definitions shall apply to this part: 

(1) All definitions at § 55-8-101; 
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(2) “Functioning ignition interlock device” means a device that connects a 
motor vehicle ignition system to a breath-alcohol analyzer and prevents a 
motor vehicle ignition from starting if a driver’s blood alcohol level exceeds 
the calibrated setting on the device and which devices, on all new installa- 
tions after July 1, 2013, must employ technology capable of taking a photo 
identifying the person providing the breath sample, recording the date, the 
time and the test result along with the photo of the person providing the test 
and storing such information on the device for transfer to remote storage and 
reporting; provided, however, that the department of safety shall permit the 
continued installation by an ignition interlock provider of an ignition 
interlock device that is not capable taking photos or recording and storing 
the information required by this subdivision for up to six (6) months from 
May 13, 2018; 

(3) “Ignition interlock provider” means an entity that has been approved 
and certified by the department of safety to provide the installation, 
monitoring and removal of functioning ignition interlock devices in this 


state; and 


(4) “Test” means any chemical test designed to determine the alcoholic or 
drug content of the blood. The specimen to be used for the test shall include 


blood, urine or breath. 


_ History. 

Acts 1953, ch. 202, §§ 4, 5 (Williams, 
§§ 10830, 10830.5, 10830.6); Acts 1955, ch. 
£00, §. 131961, ch, 89, §:1;,1969, ch, 292, §§ 1, 
mp: '1970,:ch, 427, §§ 2, 5;:1973;:ch. 400, § 3; 
#970, ch. 504, $§ 1, 2; 1971, ch. 135, § 2; 1971; 
Bi 270,)9) 13 1973;' ch: 64) )$1.2; 1974, ch; 748, 
§ 32; 1979, ch. 68, § 3; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), §§ 59- 
1034, 59-1035, 59-1036, 59-1044, 59-1047, 59- 
1051; Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 4; 1981, ch. 350, 
§ 1; 1981, ch. 448, § 1; 1982, ch. 891, §§ 1, 2; 
1983, ch. 198, § 1; 1984, ch. 597, §§ 1, 2; 1986, 
ch. 842, § 13; 1987, ch. 431, § 1; 1988, ch. 863, 
§ 3; 1988, ch. 969, § 1; 1989, ch. 547, § 1; 1989, 
9n.435,°$1;'11989; ch. 591, §§ 1) 6,°111,° 113, 
#16; 1990, ch. 973, §§ 1,.2; 1990, ch. 992, § 2; 
£990, ch. 1081, §..1;,1991, ch. 261, § 1;,1991, ch. 
B90, 8S 1, 2; 1991) ch: 502, §°3; 1992, 'ch.'653, 
§ 1; 1992, ch. 773, § 1; 1992, ch. 975, § 1; 1993, 
my 123, §§ 1-5; 1993;"ch. 272, '§ 1; 1993; "chi 
916, §§ 1, 2; 1994, ch. 840, § 1; 1994, ch. 851, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 946, § 1; 1994, ch. 948, 8§ 1-3; 
£995, ch. 512, §§. 1; 2;'1995; ch. 517, § 1;:1995) 
th. 524, §§ 1, 2; 1996, ch. 910, § 1; .1996,-.ch. 
Bis, §$) 2, 3;-1998,.ch./926, §. 1; 1998,;ch. 986, 
§ 3; 1998, ch. 1046, §§ 1, 2, 5, 6; 2000, ch. 752, 
§§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 863, §§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 867, 
§ 1; 2002, ch. 855, § 2; 2000, ch. 947, § 8N; 
2002, ch. 546, §§ 1, 2; 2002, ch. 789, § 1; 2002, 
oi. 600, §§ 1, 5, 6, 9, 11°13; 2005, ch:'239, §$° 1, 


2; 2005, ch. 487, § 1; 2005, ch. 504, §§ 1, 2; 
2006, ch. 880, §§ 1-3; 2006, ch. 983, § 1; 2007, 
ch. 171, § 1; 2008, ch. 978, § 1; 2008, ch. 1018, 
§ 1; 2008, ch. 1177, § 1; 2009, ch. 186, §§ 7, 49; 
2009,’ ch.*321, §'2; 2010, ch. 921,°§$ 3-9, 17; 
2010, ch. 1080, § 1; 2010, ch. 1100, § 89; 2011, 
ch. 298, §§ 1-3, 5-7; 2011, ch. 379, §§ 1, 2; 
2012, ch. 575, §§ .1, 2; 2012, ch. 727,§ 57; 2012, 
ch. 848, § 59; 2012, ch. 893, § 1; 2012, ch. 919, 
Sade 2012 chi 977558) 1; 2013.) ch: 1543, SL; 
2013, ch. 161, §§ 8, 9; 2013, ch. 344, § 10; 
T.C.A. §§ 55-10-402, 55-10-4083, 55-10-404, 55- 
10-405, 55-10-408, 55-10-412; Acts 2016, ch. 
876, § 9. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Section 65-16-101, referred to in this section, 
was repealed by Acts 2003, ch. 19, § 2, effective 
April 11, 2003. 

Acts 2013, ch. 344, § 22 provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2013. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 2013, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-411, relating to the authority of the 
department of safety to revoke or suspend driv- 
ing privileges, can be found in § 55-10-404. 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Post-Conviction Relief. 
2. Presumption of Impairment. 


1. Post-Conviction Relief. 

Petitioner’s claim that the charging instru- 
ment failed to comply with requirements for 
charging enhanced driving under the influence 
alleged only a statutory violation, not a consti- 
tutional violation; as his pro se petition did not 
state a colorable claim for relief, the post- 
conviction court did not err in summarily dis- 
missing it without appointing counsel or allow- 
ing petitioner the opportunity to amend. Bunch 
v. State, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 161 (Tenn. Crim. App. Mar. 2, 2018). 


2. Presumption of Impairment. 

Evidence supported defendant’s conviction 
for vehicular homicide because the State of 
Tennessee established that defendant was driv- 
ing defendant’s vehicle while defendant’s blood 
alcohol concentration (BAC) was three times 
more than the limit established by statute and 
a doctor testified that such a BAC would have 
impaired defendant’s ability to drive. Thus, it 
was reasonable for a jury to conclude that 
defendant was driving in the wrong lane of 
traffic because defendant’s level of intoxication 
impaired defendant’s ability to drive safely. 
State v. Oaks, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 93 (Tenn. Crim. App. Feb. 12, 
2019). 


55-10-412. Disposition of fines — Collection of increased fines — 
County fund — Disposition of fund. 


(a) A portion of any fine imposed upon a person for a violation of § 55-10- 
401, up to the maximum fine actually imposed, shall be returned to the sheriff 
of a county jail or to the chief administrative officer of a city jail for the purpose 
of reimbursing the sheriff or officer for the cost of incarcerating the person for 
each night the person is actually in custody for a violation of § 55-10-401. This 
reimbursement shall be in the same amount as is provided by § 8-26-105, and 
shall not in any event be less than the actual cost of maintaining the person 
and shall be reimbursed in the manner provided by § 8-26-106. 

(b) The proceeds from the increased portion of the fines for driving under the 
influence of an intoxicant provided for in chapter 948 of the Public Acts of 1994 
shall be collected by the respective court clerks and then deposited in a 
dedicated county fund. This fund shall not revert to the county general fund at 
the end of a fiscal year but shall remain for the purposes set out in this section. 
For purposes of this section, the increased portion of the fine shall for all 
purposes be considered to be the first one hundred dollars ($100) collected after 
the initial collection of two hundred fifty dollars ($250) on a first offense, the 
first one hundred dollars ($100) collected after the initial collection of five 
hundred dollars ($500) on a second offense, and the first one hundred dollars 
($100) collected after the initial collection of one thousand dollars ($1,000) on 
a third or subsequent offense. 

(c) The respective counties shall be authorized to expend the funds gener- 
ated by the increased fines provided for in chapter 948 of the Public Acts of 
1994, by appropriations to any of the following: 

(1) Alcohol, drug, and mental health treatment facilities licensed by the 
department of mental health and substance abuse services; 

(2) Metropolitan drug commissions or other similar programs sanctioned 
by the governor’s Drug Free Tennessee program for the purposes of chapter 
948 of the Public Acts of 1994; 

(3) Organizations exempted from the payment of federal income taxes by 
§ 501(c)(3) of the federal Internal Revenue Code (26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3)), 
whose primary mission is to educate the public on the dangers of illicit drug 


621 ACCIDENTS, CRIMES AND PENALTIES 55-10-413 
use, alcohol abuse, or the co-occurring disorder of both alcohol and drug 
abuse and mental illness or to render treatment for alcohol and drug 


addiction, or the co-occurring disorder of both alcohol and drug abuse and 


mental illness; 


(4) Specialized court programs and specialized court dockets that super- 
vise offenders who suffer from alcohol and drug abuse, or the co-occurring 
disorder of both alcohol and drug abuse and mental illness; 

(5) Organizations that operate drug, alcohol, or co-occurring disorder 
treatment programs for the homeless or indigent; 

(6) Agencies or organizations for purposes of drug testing of offenders who 
have been placed on misdemeanor probation; and 

(7) The employment of a probation officer for the purposes of supervising 


drug and alcohol offenders. 


History. 

Acts 1958, ch. 202, § 5 (Williams, § 10830.6); 
Acts 1955, ch. 100, § 1; 1961, ch. 89, § 1; 1970, 
ch. 504, §§ 1, 2; 1971, ch. 135, § 2; 1971, ch. 
275, § 1; 1973, ch. 64, § 2; 1974, ch. 748, § 32; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1035; Acts 1980, ch. 817, 
§ 4;1981, ch. 350,§ 1; 1981, ch. 443,§ 1; 1982, 
ch. 891, §§ 1, 2; 1983, ch. 198, § 1; 1984, ch. 
597, §§ 1, 2; 1986, ch. 842, § 13; 1987, ch. 431, 
§ 1; 1988, ch. 969, § 1; 1989, ch. 547, § 1; 1989, 
fe 591, §$..111,:916; 1990. sch: 973.88 1,2; 
1990, ch. 992, § 2; 1990, ch. 1081, § 1; 1991, ch. 
Pol, s 1°'1991) ch! 355, §$' 1, 21997! ch. "502, 
§ 3; 1992, ch. 653, § 1; 1992, ch. 773, § 1; 1992, 
ch, 975, § 1; 1993, ch. 123, §§ 1-5; 1993, ch. 
wiz. 1;,1993, ch. 516, §§ 1, 2: 1994, ch. 840, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 948, §§ 1-5; 1995, ch. 524, §§ 1, 
2; 1996, ch. 910, § 1; 1998, ch. 926, § 1; 1998, 
ch. 986, § 3; 1998, ch. 1046, §§ 1, 2, 5, 6; 2000, 
ch. 863, §§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 867, § 1; 2000, ch. 
947, § 8N; 2002, ch. 546, §§ 1, 2; 2002, ch. 789, 
§ 1; 2002, ch. 855, §§ 1, 5, 6, 11-13; 2005, ch. 


239, §§ 1, 2; 2005, ch. 309, § 1; 2005, ch. 487, 
§ 1; 2005, ch. 504, §§ 1, 2; 2006, ch. 880, 
8§ 1-3; 2006, ch. 983, § 1; 2007, ch. 171, § 1; 
2008, ch. 813, § 1; 2008, ch. 978, § 1; 2008, ch. 
1018, $7 15° 2008, ch. T1777," $1: 2009.'ch. 186, 
8§ 7, 49; 2010, ch. 921, §§ 3-9; 2010, ch. 1080, 
Sits 2010).ch."1100, §,8932041, ch: 298)'8§. 1, 
p43, 2011, ch..379, §§, 1, 2;.2012, ch.'575, 8§ 1, 
ZY 2012) eh. 427, 801) 20is, Ch B45," 9) 'D9: 
2012 eh? 91909" 15 2012 heh / O77, §'1; 2013)'ch, 
154, § 12; T.C.A. §§ 55-10-4083, 55-10-451, 55- 
10-452. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 2013, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-412, relating to ignition interlock de- 
vices, can be found in § 55-10-4177. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 


55-10-413. Additional fees — Ignition interlock fee — Alcohol and drug 
addiction treatment fee — Blood alcohol concentration 
test (BAT) fee — Blood alcohol or drug concentration test 
(BADT) fee — TBI toxicology unit intoxicant testing fund. 


(a) In addition to all other fines, fees, costs and punishments now prescribed 
by law, an ignition interlock fee of forty dollars ($40.00) shall be assessed for 
each violation of § 55-10-401, which occurred on or after July 1, 2010, and 
resulted in a conviction for such offense. 

(b) In addition to all other criminal penalties, costs, taxes and fees now 
prescribed by law, any person convicted of violating § 55-10-401 will be 
assessed a fee of five dollars ($5.00), to be paid into the state treasury and 
deposited to the credit of the fund established pursuant to § 9-4-206. 

(c)(1) In addition to all other fines, fees, costs and punishments now 

prescribed by law, an alcohol and drug addiction treatment fee of one 

hundred dollars ($100) shall be assessed for each conviction for a violation of 

§ 55-10-401. 
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(2) All proceeds collected pursuant to subdivision (c)(1), shall be trans- 

mitted to the commissioner of mental health and substance abuse services 
for deposit in the special “alcohol and drug addiction treatment fund” 
administered by the department. 
(d)(1) In addition to all other fines, fees, costs and punishments now 
prescribed by law, in counties having a population of not less than three 
hundred thirty-five thousand (335,000) nor more than three hundred thirty- 
six thousand (336,000), or in counties having a population of more than 
seven hundred thousand (700,000), according to the 1990 federal census or 
any subsequent federal census, a blood alcohol concentration test (BAT) fee 
in the amount of seventeen dollars and fifty cents ($17.50) will be assessed 
upon conviction of an offense of driving while intoxicated for each offender 
who has taken a breath-alcohol test on an evidential breath testing unit 
provided, maintained and administered by a law enforcement agency in the 
counties or where breath, blood or urine has been analyzed by a publicly 
funded forensic laboratory. 

(2) In addition to all other fines, fees, costs and punishments now 
prescribed by law, in counties having a metropolitan form of government 
with a population greater than one hundred thousand (100,000), according 
to the 1990 federal census or any subsequent federal census, a BAT fee in an 
amount to be established by resolution of the legislative body of any county 
to which this subdivision (d)(2) applies, not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00), 
will be assessed upon conviction of an offense of driving while intoxicated for 
each offender who has taken a breath-alcohol test on an evidential breath 
testing unit provided, maintained and administered by a law enforcement 
agency in the counties or where breath, blood or urine has been analyzed by 
a publicly funded forensic laboratory. 

(3) This fee shall be collected by the clerks of various courts of the counties 
and forwarded to the county trustee on a monthly basis and designated for 
exclusive use by the law enforcement testing unit of the counties if the BAT 
was conducted on an evidential breath testing unit. If the blood alcohol test 
was conducted by a publicly funded forensic laboratory, the fee shall be 
collected by the clerks of the various courts of the counties and forwarded to 
the county trustee on a monthly basis and designated for exclusive use by 
the publicly funded forensic laboratory. 

(4) In counties having a metropolitan form of government with a popula- 
tion greater than one hundred thousand (100,000), according to the 1990 
federal census or any subsequent federal census, this fee shall be collected by 
the clerks of the various courts of the counties and forwarded to the county 
trustee on a monthly basis. If the BAT was conducted on an evidential breath 
testing unit, seventeen dollars and fifty cents ($17.50) of the fee shall be 
designated for exclusive use by the law enforcement testing unit of the 
county. The county trustee shall deposit the remainder of the fee in the 
general fund of the county. If the blood alcohol test was conducted by a 
publicly funded forensic laboratory, seventeen dollars and fifty cents ($17.50) 
of the fee collected by the clerks of the various courts of the counties and 
forwarded to the county trustee on a monthly basis shall be designated for 
exclusive use by the publicly funded forensic laboratory. The county trustee 
shall deposit the remainder of the fee in the general fund of the county. 
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(e) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, in any county having a 
population of not less than three hundred seven thousand eight hundred 
(307,800) nor more than three hundred seven thousand nine hundred 
(307,900), according to the 2000 federal census or. any subsequent federal 
census, upon conviction for a violation of § 55-10-401, § 55-10-415, § 55-10- 
421 or § 55-50-408, the court shall assess against the defendant a blood 
alcohol concentration test (BAT) fee to be established by the county legislative 
body of any county to which this subsection (e) applies in an amount not to 
exceed fifty dollars ($50.00) for obtaining a blood sample for the purpose of 
performing a test to determine the alcoholic or drug content of the defendant’s 
blood pursuant to § 55-10-406 that is incurred by the governmental entity 
served by the law enforcement agency arresting the defendant. The fee 
authorized by this subsection (e) shall only be assessed if a blood sample is 
actually taken from a defendant convicted of any of these offenses and the test 
is actually performed on the sample. 

(f)(1) In addition to all other fines, fees, costs, and punishments now 
prescribed by law, including the fee imposed pursuant to subsection (d), a 
blood alcohol or drug concentration test (BADT) fee in the amount of two 
hundred fifty dollars ($250) shall be assessed upon a conviction for driving 
under the influence of an intoxicant under § 55-10-401, vehicular assault 
under § 39-13-106, aggravated vehicular assault under § 39-13-115, vehicu- 
lar homicide under § 39-13-213(a)(2), simple possession or casual exchange 
of a controlled substance under § 39-17-418, reckless driving under § 55- 
10-205, or aggravated vehicular homicide under § 39-13-218, for each 
offender who has taken a breath alcohol test on an evidential breath testing 
unit provided, maintained, and administered by a law enforcement agency 
for the purpose of determining the breath alcohol content or has submitted 
to a chemical test to determine the alcohol or drug content of the blood or 
urine. 

(2) The fee authorized in subdivision (f)(1) shall be collected by the clerks 
of the various courts of the counties and forwarded to the state treasurer on 
a monthly basis for deposit in the state general fund, to be used only as 
appropriated by the general assembly. 

(3) Any moneys in the TBI toxicology unit intoxicant testing fund as of 
June 30, 2018, shall revert to the general fund on such date, to be used only 
as appropriated by the general assembly. 

(g)(1) In addition to all other fines, fees, costs and punishments now 

prescribed by law, including the fee imposed pursuant to subsection (d), a 

blood alcohol or drug concentration test (BADT) fee in the amount of one 

hundred dollars ($100) shall be assessed upon conviction for a violation of 

§ 39-13-106, § 39-13-213(a)(2), § 39-13-218 or § 55-10-401, if the blood or 

urine of the convicted person was analyzed by a publicly funded forensic 

laboratory or other forensic laboratory operated by and located in counties 
having a population of not less than eighty-seven thousand nine hundred 

(87,900) nor more than eighty-eight thousand (88,000), according to the 2000 

federal census or any subsequent federal census, for the purpose of deter- 

mining the alcohol or drug content of the blood. 

(2) The fee authorized in subdivision (g)(1) shall be collected by the clerks 
of the various courts of the counties and shall be forwarded to the county 


55-10-414 


MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 


624 


trustees of those counties on a monthly basis and designated for the 
exclusive use of the publicly funded forensic laboratory in those counties. 


History. 

Acts 1953, ch. 202, § 5 (Williams, § 10830.6); 
Acts 1955, ch. 100, § 1; 1961, ch. 89, § 1; 1970, 
h.504 89°02. 1978; ‘ch! 185.92" 7971, en. 
275, § 1; 1973, ch. 64, § 2; 1974, ch. 748, § 32; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1035; Acts 1980, ch. 817, 
§ 4; 1981, ch. 350, § 1; 1981, ch. 448,§ 1; 1982, 
ch. 891, §§ 1, 2; 1983, ch. 198, § 1; 1984, ch. 
597, §§ 1, 2; 1986, ch. 842, § 138; 1987, ch. 431, 
§ 1; 1988, ch. 969, § 1; 1989, ch. 547,§ 1; 1989, 
ch.) 591) '$§ 111,'.11631990,ich+,973;,$$ &,. 2; 
1990, ch. 992, § 2; 1990, ch. 1081, § 1; 1991, ch. 
267 9 "1991S Ch: dope Sei ky 4. Ae Ch Uae 
§°3;' 1992, ch!'653)'8 '13'1992, ch.:773; § -1;:1992,; 
ch. .9753)8 '4; 1993, ehy1238)-8$.+1-5; 993} ch: 
272, § 1; 19938, ch. 516, 8§ 1, 2; 1994, ch. 840, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 948, §§ 1-3; 1995, ch. 524, §§ 1, 
2; 1996, ch. 910, § 1; 1998, ch. 926, § 1; 1998, 
ch. 986, § 3; 1998, ch. 1046, §§ 1, 2, 5, 6; 2000, 
ch. 863, §§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 867, § 1; 2000, ch. 
947, § 8N; 2002, ch. 546, §§ 1, 2; 2002, ch. 789, 
$) Ts 2002) ch "G5o07 89 "Lk, Oo, 0, L130, 2000, CH. 
239, §§ 1, 2; 2005, ch. 437, § 1; 2005, ch. 483, 
§°75 20055). els H04,.588 (0224 2006) chiu880; 


§§ 1-3; 2006, ch. 983, § 1; 2006, ch. 998, § 2; 
2007, ch. 171, § 1; 2007, ch. 374, § 2; 2008, ch. 
978, § 1; 2008, ch. 1018, § 1; 2008, ch. 1177, 
§ 1; 2009, ch. 186, §§ 7, 49; 2010, ch. 921, 
§§ 3-9; 2010, ch. 1020, §§ 1, 2; 2010, ch. 1080, 
§ 1; 2010, ch. 1100, § 89; 2011, ch. 298, §§ 1, 
5-7; 2011, ch. 379, §§ 1, 2; 2012, ch. 575, §§ 1, 
2: 2012, ch. 727, § 57; 2012, ch. 848, § 59; 
2012, ch. 919, § 1; 2012, ch. 977, § 1; 2013, ch. 
154, § 13; T.C.A. §§ 55-10-403, 55-10-419; Acts 
2016, ch. 876, § 10; 2017, ch. 16, § 1; 2018, ch. 
1044, §§ 3, 4. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 
Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
supplement. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 2013, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-4138, relating alternative incarceration 
facilities, have been deleted. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Constitutionality. 

This section, which gave the Tennessee Bu- 
reau of Investigation (TBI) $250 for each DUI 
conviction that was obtained using a blood or 
breath test, violated the Due Process Clause of 
the Fourteenth Amendment and Tenn. Const. 
art. I, § 8 because the TBI had a direct pecu- 
niary interest in securing convictions, given 
that the money from the fees was placed di- 
rectly in the intoxicant testing fund which was 
designated for exclusive use by the TBI. The 
court held that procedural safeguards sug- 
gested by the State failed to remedy the due 
process violations resulting from the fee system 
itself. State v. Decosimo, — S.W.3d —, 2018 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 85 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
Feb. 6, 2018), rev'd, 555 S.W.3d 494, 2018 Tenn. 
LEXIS 471 (Tenn. Aug. 23, 2018), overruled, 
State v. Mitchell, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 799 (Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 
29, 2018), overruled, State v. Ipock, — S.W.3d 
—, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 854 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. Nov. 20, 2018), overruled, State v. 
Liles, — S.W.38d —, 2019 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 85 (Tenn. Crim. App. Feb. 8, 2019). 

T.C.A. § 55-10-413 was not unconstitutional 
due to the imposition of a fee upon persons 


convicted of drug and alcohol offenses when 
forensic scientists employed by the Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation (TBI) conducted chemi- 
cal tests used to determine blood alcohol or 
drug content, as the TBI forensic scientists 
were not judicial officials to whom the require- 
ments of Turney v. Ohio applied. State v. Deco- 
simo, 555 S.W.3d 494, 2018 Tenn. LEXIS 471 
(Tenn. Aug. 23, 2018), cert. denied, Decosimo v. 
Tennessee, 202 L. Ed. 2d 577, 139 S. Ct. 817, — 
U.S. —, 2019 U.S. LEXIS 222 (U.S. Jan. 7, 
2019). 

While defendant claimed the State erred in 
relying on a blood toxicology report obtained 
under the statute, the Tennessee Supreme 
Court found the statute did not deprive defen- 
dants of due process, and based on this prec- 
edent, defendant’s claim failed. State v. Ipock, 
— §.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 854 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Nov. 20, 2018). 

Defendant’s blood alcohol and toxicology re- 
ports were not obtained via a statute deemed 
unconstitutional, as this seciton was held not to 
deprive defendants of due process guaranteed 
by both the federal and state constitutions. 
State v. Liles, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 85 (Tenn. Crim. App. Feb. 8, 2019). 


55-10-414. Seizure and forfeiture of vehicles. 


(a) The vehicle used in the commission of a person’s second or subsequent 
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conviction of § 55-10-401, or the second or subsequent conviction of any 
combination of § 55-10-401, and a statute in any other state prohibiting 
driving under the influence of an intoxicant, is subject to seizure and forfeiture 
in accordance with the procedure established in title 40, chapter 33, part 2. The 
department of safety is designated as the applicable agency, as defined by 
§ 40-33-202, for all forfeitures authorized by this section. 

(b) In order for subsection (a) to be applicable to a vehicle, the conviction 
making the vehicle subject to seizure and forfeiture must occur in Tennessee 
and at least one (1) of the previous convictions must have occurred within five 
(5) years of the current conviction. 

(c) It is the specific intent that a forfeiture action under this section shall 
serve a remedial and not a punitive purpose. The purpose of the forfeiture of a 
vehicle after a person’s second or subsequent DUI conviction is to prevent 
unscrupulous or incompetent persons from driving on Tennessee’s highways 
while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Driving a motor vehicle while 
under the influence of alcohol or drugs endangers the lives of innocent people 
who are exercising the same privilege of riding on the state’s highways. There 
is a reasonable connection between the remedial purpose of this section, 
ensuring safe roads, and the forfeiture of a motor vehicle. While this section 
may serve as a deterrent to the conduct of driving a motor vehicle while under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs, it is nonetheless intended as a remedial 
measure. Moreover, the statute serves to remove a dangerous instrument from 
the hands of individuals who have demonstrated a pattern of driving a motor 
vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

(d) Only POST-certified or state-commissioned law enforcement officers will 
be authorized to seize these vehicles under this section. 


History. § 1; 2002, ch. 855, §§ 1, 5, 6, 11-13; 2005, ch. 


Acts 1953, ch. 202, § 5 (Williams, § 10830.6); 
Acts 1955, ch. 100, § 1; 1961, ch. 89, § 1; 1970, 
B04 90) 1.2.) 1971 eh. 135,95 2) 1971) ch. 
Bid, 8 13.1973, ch: 64, §.2;.1974, ch, 748, $°32; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1035; Acts 1980, ch. 817, 
§ 4; 1981, ch. 350,§ 1; 1981, ch. 443, § 1; 1982, 
ch. 891, §§ 1, 2; 1983, ch. 198, § 1; 1984, ch. 
597, §§ 1, 2; 1986, ch. 842, § 13; 1987, ch. 431, 
‘§ 1; 1988, ch. 969,§ 1; 1989, ch. 547,§ 1; 1989, 
ma, O91; §§ 111, 116; 1990; eh!'973,° $§ 1;°2:; 
1990, ch. 992, § 2; 1990, ch. 1081, § 1; 1991, ch. 
ZO1,§ 1; 1991, ch. 355, §§. 1, 2; 1991, ch. 502, 
Se. 1992, ch. 653, §° 1;°1992, ch. 773, $ 1;°1992; 
ch. 975, § 1; 1993, ch. 123, §§ 1-5; 1993, ch. 
272, § 1; 1993, ch. 516, §§ 1, 2; 1994, ch. 840, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 948, §§ 1-3; 1995, ch. 524, §§ 1, 
2; 1996, ch. 910, § 1; 1998, ch. 926, § 1; 1998, 
ch. 986, § 3; 1998, ch. 1046, §§ 1, 2, 5, 6; 2000, 
ch. 863, §§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 867, § 1; 2000, ch. 
947, § 8N; 2002, ch. 546, §§ 1, 2; 2002, ch. 789, 


239, §§ 1, 2; 2005, ch. 487, § 1; 2005, ch. 504, 
§§ 1, 2; 2006, ch. 880, §§ 1-3; 2006, ch. 983, 
§ 1; 2007, ch. 171, § 1; 2008, ch. 978, § 1; 2008, 
ch. 1018, § 1; 2008, ch. 1177, § 1; 2009, ch. 186, 
8§ 7, 49; 2010, ch. 921, §§ 3-9; 2010, ch. 1080, 
§ 1; 2010, ch. 1100, § 89; 2011, ch. 298, §§ 1, 
5-7; ZONE ch. 379" 8S) 12; 2012)"ch: 575) $8" 1, 
25'2012,).ch) 727, '$ 57; (2012; ch:..848, §' 59; 
2012; ch..919,'§ «1; 2012, ch. 977,'§, 1; 2013, ch. 
154, § 14; T.C.A. § 55-10-403; Acts 2015, ch. 
463, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Prior to the revision of the state DUI laws by 
Acts 2018, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-414 were “Reserved.” 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 


55-10-415. Underage driving while impaired — Penalties. 


(a) A person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall not drive or be in 
physical control of an automobile or other motor-driven vehicle while: 
(1) Under the influence of any intoxicant, marijuana, controlled sub- 
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stance, controlled substance analogue, drug, substance affecting the central 
nervous system, or combination thereof that impairs the driver’s ability to 
safely operate a motor vehicle by depriving the driver of the clearness of 
mind and self-control that the driver would otherwise possess; or 

(2) The alcohol concentration in the person’s blood or breath is two- 
hundredths of one percent (0.02%) or more. 

(b) The fact that a person who drives while under the influence of narcotic 
drugs or barbital drugs is or has been lawfully entitled to use the drugs does 
not constitute a defense to a violation of this section. 

(c) This section establishes the offense of underage driving while impaired 
for a person under twenty-one (21) years of age. The offense of underage 
driving while impaired is a lesser included offense of driving while intoxicated. 

(d) The offense of underage driving while impaired by a person eighteen (18) 
years of age or older but under twenty-one (21) years of age is a Class A 
misdemeanor punishable by: 

(1) Driver license suspension of one (1) year; 
(2) A fine of two hundred fifty dollars ($250); and 
(3) Public service work, in the discretion of the court. 
(e) The act of underage driving while impaired by a person under eighteen 
(18) years of age is a delinquent act punishable by: 
(1) Driver license suspension of one (1) year; 
(2) A fine of two hundred fifty dollars ($250); and 
(3) Public service work, in the discretion of the court. 


History. 

Acts 1993, ch. 491, § 1; 1998, ch. 1046, § 3; 
20138, ch. 154, § 15; T.C.A. § 55-10-415; Acts 
2016, ch. 1030, § 1; 2016 (2nd Ex. Sess.), ch. 1, 
SL. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2018, ch. 154, § 15 purported to amend 
this section. No amendments were made to this 


55-10-416. Open container law. 


section by ch. 154; therefore, the act was not 
given effect. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 

This section is set out to incorporate the 
amendments from chapter 1 of the 2nd Extraor- 
dinary Session of the 109th General Assembly. 


(a)(1) No driver shall consume any alcoholic beverage or beer or possess an 
open container of alcoholic beverage or beer while operating a motor vehicle 


in this state. 
(2) For purposes of this section: 


(A) “Open container” means any container containing alcoholic bever- 
ages or beer, the contents of which are immediately capable of being 
consumed or the seal of which has been broken; 

(B) An open container is in the possession of the driver when it is not in 
the possession of any passenger and is not located in a closed glove 
compartment, trunk or other nonpassenger area of the vehicle; and 

(C) Amotor vehicle is in operation if its engine is operating, whether or 


not the motor vehicle is moving. 


(b)(1) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by 


fine only. 


(2) For a violation of this section, a law enforcement officer shall issue a 
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citation in lieu of continued custody, unless the offender refuses to sign and 

accept the citation, as provided in § 40-7-118. 

(c) This section shall not be construed to prohibit any municipality, by 
ordinance, or any county, by resolution, from prohibiting the passengers in a 
motor vehicle from consuming or possessing an alcoholic beverage or beer in an 
open container during the operation of the vehicle by its driver, or be construed 
to limit the penalties authorized by law for violation of the ordinance or 
resolution. 


History. amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
Acts 1994, ch. 638, § 1. 10-401. 
Compiler’s Notes. Cross-References. 


For the table of disposition for the DUI laws Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 111. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Fine. meanor, punishable by fine only. State v. Long, 

Trial court erred by imposing a sentence of —S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 485 
thirty days for defendant’s conviction of violat- (Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 3, 2017), appeal denied, 
ing the open container law because a violation — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. LEXIS 611 (Tenn. 
of the open container law was a Class C misde- Sept. 17, 2018). 


55-10-417. Ignition interlock devices. 


(a)(1)(A) A court may order the installation and use of an ignition interlock 
device for any conviction of § 55-10-401, if the driver’s license is no longer 
suspended or revoked or the driver does not have a prior conviction as 
defined in § 55-10-405. The restriction may apply for up to one (1) year 
after the person’s license is reinstated. 

(B) The provisions of this subdivision (a)(1), authorizing the court to 
order an ignition interlock device for a violation of § 55-10-401, shall only 
apply when the court is not otherwise required to order an ignition 
interlock device by this part. 

(2) Ifa person is convicted of a first offense of § 55-10-401, and the person 
is not required to operate only a motor vehicle with an ignition interlock 
device pursuant to § 55-10-409(b)(2)(B), and the person is otherwise eligible 
for a restricted license pursuant to § 55-10-409(b)(1)(A)@), such person may 
request and the court may order the installation and use of an ignition 
interlock device in lieu of geographic restrictions or additional limitations on 
the restricted license. A person so requesting shall pay all costs associated 
with the ignition interlock device and no funds from the electronic monitor- 
ing indigency fund shall be used to pay any cost associated with the device, 
regardless of whether or not the person is indigent. 

(3) If a person is ordered to install and use the device due to the 
requirements of § 55-10-409 or subdivision (a)(1), subdivision (a)(2), or 
subsection (k) due to a violation of either § 55-10-401 or § 55-10-406, the 
restriction shall be a condition of probation or supervision for the entire 
period of the restriction. 

(b) Upon ordering a functioning ignition interlock device pursuant to 

§ 55-10-409 or subdivision (a)(1), subdivision (a)(2) or subsection (k) the court 
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shall establish a specific calibration setting of two-hundredths of one percent 
(0.02%) blood alcohol concentration at which the functioning ignition interlock 
device will prevent the motor vehicle from being started. 

(c) Upon ordering the use of a functioning ignition interlock device pursuant 
to § 55-10-409 or subdivision (a)(1), subdivision (a)(2), or subsection (k) the 
court shall: 

(1) State on the record the requirement for and the period of use of the 
device and so notify the department of safety; 

(2) Notify the department of corrections, the department of safety or any 
other agency, department, program, group, private entity or association that 
is responsible for the supervision of the person ordered to drive only a motor 
vehicle with a functioning ignition interlock device; 

(3) Direct that the records of the department reflect that the person may 
not operate a motor vehicle that is not equipped with a functioning ignition 
interlock device; and 

(4) Direct the department to attach or imprint a notation on the motor 
vehicle operator’s license of any person restricted under this section, stating 
that the person may operate only a motor vehicle equipped with a function- 
ing ignition interlock device. 

(d) Upon the court ordering a person to operate only a motor vehicle 
equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device pursuant to § 55-10-409, 
subdivision (a)(1) or subsection (k), the court, the department of correction or 
any other agency, department, program, group, private entity or association 
that is responsible for the supervision of such person shall: 

(1) Require proof of the installation of the functioning ignition interlock 
device on at least one (1) motor vehicle operated by such person; 

(2) Require periodic reporting by the person for verification of the proper 
operation of the functioning ignition interlock device; 

(3) Require the person to have the system monitored for proper use and 
accuracy by an entity approved by the department of safety at least every 
thirty (30) days, or more frequently as the circumstances may require; and 

(4) Notify the court of any of the person’s violations of this part. 

(e)(1) Ifa person is ordered to drive only a motor vehicle with a functioning 

ignition interlock device, and such person owns or operates more than one (1) 

motor vehicle, the court shall also order the person to elect a motor vehicle 

such person will operate exclusively during the interlock period and order 
the device to be installed on such motor vehicle prior to applying for a motor 
vehicle operator’s license of any kind and shall show proof of such installa- 

tion and operation of such device at the time of making application for a 

motor vehicle operator’s license to the department of safety or to the court. 

A person may elect to have a functioning interlock device installed on more 

than one (1) motor vehicle. 

(2) If the motor vehicle that the person has elected to exclusively operate 
during the interlock period is no longer being used by such person, the 
person shall have any replacement motor vehicle exclusively used by such 
person installed with a functioning ignition interlock device and notify the 
department of safety and any agency, department, program, group, private 
entity or association that is responsible for the supervision of such person. 


629 ACCIDENTS, CRIMES AND PENALTIES 55-10-417 


(f) A person prohibited under this part from operating a motor vehicle that 
is not equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device shall not solicit or 
have another person attempt to start or start a motor vehicle equipped with 
such a device. 

(g) Aperson shall not attempt to start or start a motor vehicle equipped with 
a functioning ignition interlock device for the purpose of providing an operable 
motor vehicle to a person who is prohibited under this section from operating 
a motor vehicle that is not equipped with a functioning ignition interlock 
device. 

(h) No person shall: 

(1) Tamper with, or in any way attempt to circumvent, the operation of a 
functioning ignition interlock device that has been installed in a motor 
vehicle; 

(2) Operate a motor vehicle that is not equipped with a functioning 
ignition interlock device when the person has been ordered by the court to 
only operate a vehicle equipped with such an interlock device; or 

(3) Operate a motor vehicle outside the geographic limitations or during 
restricted times when geographic or time restrictions are ordered by the 
court. 

(i) A person shall not knowingly provide a motor vehicle not equipped with 
a functioning ignition interlock device to another person who the provider of 
the vehicle knows or should know is prohibited from operating a motor vehicle 
not equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device. 

(j) Except as provided in subdivision (j)(4), a person who violates subsections 
(f), (g), (h) or (i) commits a Class A misdemeanor: 

(1) If the violation is the person’s first violation, such person shall be 
sentenced to a minimum of forty-eight (48) hours of incarceration; 

(2) If the violation is the person’s second violation, such person shall be 
sentenced to a minimum of seventy-two (72) hours of incarceration; 

(3) If the violation is the person’s third or subsequent violation, such 
person shall be sentenced to a minimum of seven (7) consecutive days of 
incarceration; 

(4) The penalty provisions of this subsection (j) shall not apply if the 
starting of a motor vehicle equipped with a functioning ignition interlock 
device, or the request to start a motor vehicle equipped with a functioning 
ignition interlock device, is done for the purpose of safety or mechanical 
repair of the device or the vehicle, and the person subject to the court order 
does not operate the vehicle. 

(k) If a person convicted of a violation of § 55-10-401 has a prior conviction 
as defined in § 55-10-405 within the past five (5) years, the court shall order 
the person, or the department of safety shall require the person prior to issuing 
a motor vehicle operator’s license of any kind, to operate only a motor vehicle, 
after the license revocation period, which is equipped with a functioning 
interlock device for a period of six (6) months. 

(1) Ifa person is required by the department of safety pursuant to subsection 
(k) or by court order issued pursuant to this section, whether issued due to 
statutory requirement, in the court’s discretion, or at the defendant’s request, 
to operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped with a functioning ignition 
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interlock device and the offense for which the ignition interlock device is 
ordered occurs on or after July 1, 2016, the compliance-based provisions of 
§ 55-10-425 shall govern the required periods of continuous operation, default 
interlock orders, authorized removal of the device, and other enforcement 
aspects of the court’s order set out in § 55-10-425. 

(m) In addition to all other fines, fees, costs, and punishments now pre- 
scribed by law, upon ordering the use of a functioning ignition interlock device 
pursuant to § 55-10-409 or subdivision (a)(1), subdivision (a)(2), or subsection 
(k), the court shall assess a one-time electronic monitoring initial use fee of 
twelve dollars ($12.00) if the person has not previously been ordered by a court 
of this state to use an ignition interlock or other electronic monitoring device. 
All proceeds collected pursuant to this subsection (m) shall be transmitted to 
the treasurer for deposit in the electronic monitoring indigency fund, estab- 


lished in § 55-10-419. 


History. 

Acts 1969, ch. 292, § 8; 1973, ch. 400, § 3; 
T.C.A., § 59-1051; Acts 1989, ch. 485, § 1; 
1989, ch. 591, §§ 1, 6, 118; 1994, ch. 851, § 1; 
1995,"€h.“D12) 98. 1,°2,' 2000, ch. To2siee 1,2; 
2002, ch. 855, § 2; 2009, ch. 321, § 2; 2010, ch. 
921, § 11; 2011, ch: 298, §§ 2-4; 2013, ch. 154, 
§ 16; 2013, ch. 344, §§ 11, 12; T.C.A. §§ 55-10- 
412, 55-10-454; Acts 2014, ch. 587, §§ 3-5; 
2016, ch. 888, §§ 3, 4; 2016, ch. 993, § 7; 2018, 
ch. 1046, §§ 4, 6. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2018, ch. 344, § 22 provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2013. 


§ 55-10-417, relating to inmate access to treat- 
ment organizations, can be found in § 55-10- 
410. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 

Acts 2014, ch. 587, § 7, provided that the act, 
which amended subdivisions (d)(3) and (k)(4) 
and deleted subsection (m), shall apply to of- 
fenses committed on or after July 1, 2014. 

Acts 2018, ch. 1046, § 12 provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2018. 


Cross-References. 


Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 2013, ch. 154, the provisions of former 


Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
141. 


55-10-418. Maximum allowable fee — Reports. 


(a) From January 1, 2011, until June 30, 2012: 

(1) An ignition interlock provider shall not charge more than seventy 
dollars ($70.00) for installing one (1) ignition interlock device; and 

(2) Anignition interlock provider shall not charge more than a total of one 
hundred dollars ($100) per month for leasing, purchasing, monitoring, 
removing and maintaining an ignition interlock device. 

(b) By July 1, 2012, the department of safety shall establish, through rules 
and regulations promulgated in accordance with the Uniform Administrative 
Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5: 

(1) The maximum fees that may be charged for installing, leasing, 
purchasing, monitoring, removing and maintaining an ignition interlock 
device; and 

(2) Requirements that ensure that certified ignition interlock providers 
have the ability to provide devices to any resident in the state. 

(c)(1) From January 1, 2011, until January 1, 2012, the department of safety 

in consultation with the treasurer shall conduct a study to determine: 

(A) The amount of fee that should be established pursuant to § 55-10- 

413(a) in order to keep the electronic monitoring indigency fund solvent; 
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(B) The maximum fees to be charged pursuant to subsection (b), taking 
into consideration the goal of making the interlock device affordable to all 
offenders in this state; and 
(C) The necessary requirements that should be established in order to 
ensure that providers have the ability to provide devices to any resident in 
the state. 

(2) The department of safety shall report the findings of its study 
conducted pursuant to subdivision (c)(1) to the judiciary committees of the 
senate and the house of representatives on or before January 1, 2012. 

(d) Any licensed ignition interlock provider providing a functioning ignition 
interlock device to a person pursuant to this part shall report to the depart- 
ment of correction, or any other agency, department, program, group, private 
entity or association that is responsible for the supervision of a person who is 
ordered to drive only a motor vehicle with a functioning ignition interlock 
device installed on such vehicle as a condition of such person’s probation, any 
evidence of such person’s: 

(1) Altering, tampering with, bypassing, or removing a functioning igni- 
tion interlock device; 

(2) Failing to abide by the terms or conditions ordered by the court, 
including, but not limited to, failing to appear for scheduled monitoring 
visits; and 

(3) Attempting to start the motor vehicle while under the influence of 
alcohol. 

(e) The department of safety, beginning February 1, 2012, and thereafter 
annually, on or before February 1, shall report in writing to the judiciary 
committee of the senate and the judiciary committee of the house of represen- 
tatives the number of offenders who have, in the previous year, had installed 
on their motor vehicles functioning ignition interlock devices and whether the 
installation of each device was pursuant to the requirement set out in: 

(1) § 55-10-409(b)(2)(B); 

(2) § 55-10-409(b)(2)(D); 

(3) § 55-10-409(d)(2); 

(4) § 55-10-417(a)(1); or 

(5) § 55-10-417(k). 

(f) For purposes of this section, “previous year” means from January 1 to 
December 31 of the year immediately preceding the February 1 reporting date. 

(g) An ignition interlock provider shall charge an annual administrative fee 
of twelve dollars and fifty cents ($12.50) from each ignition interlock user. The 
proceeds of the fee shall be transmitted to the department of safety and shall 
be used to fund the administrative costs of implementing compliance-based 
ignition interlock use, pursuant to § 55-10-4285. 


History. by Acts 2013, ch. 154, the provisions of former 


Acts 2010, ch. 921, § 12; 2013, ch. 154, § 17; 
T.C.A. §§ 55-10-420, 55-10-422, 55-10-423; Acts 
2016, ch. 876, § 16; 2016, ch. 888, § 5; 2016, ch. 
993, § 8; 2018, ch. 1046, § 4; 2019, ch. 345, 
§ 126. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Following the revision of the state DUI laws 


§ 55-10-418, relating to adult driving while 
impaired, can be found in § 55-10-421. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 

Acts 2018, ch. 1046, § 12 provided that the 
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act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2018. 


55-10-419. Electronic monitoring indigency fund — Account for igni- 
tion interlock devices — Account for other monitoring 
devices — Responsibility for costs to comply with ignition 
interlock requirements — Indigency. 


(a)(1)(A)G) There is created in the state treasury a fund known as the 
electronic monitoring indigency fund. The fund shall be composed of two 

(2) accounts, each of which shall be used for one (1) of the following 

purposes: 

(a) The eligible costs associated with the lease, purchase, installa- 
tion, removal, and maintenance of ignition interlock devices or with 
any other cost or fee associated with a functioning ignition interlock 
device required by this part for persons determined by the court to be 
indigent; and 

(b) The eligible costs associated with the use of a transdermal 
monitoring device, other alternative alcohol or drug monitoring de- 
vice, or global positioning monitoring device, if required by the court 
pursuant to § 40-11-152, § 55-10-402(d)(2)(A)Gii) or (h)(7), or any 
other statute specifically authorizing payment under this section, for 
persons determined by the court to be indigent. 

(ii) The money in the two (2) accounts created by subdivision 
(a)(1)(A)G) may be commingled for investment purposes, but will be 
accounted for separately with separate accounting for each account’s 
principal and income. The account for ignition interlock devices shall 
contain state-appropriated monies as well as a portion of the fees 
assessed in accordance with this section and as provided in other 
applicable law. The account for other monitoring devices, as provided in 
subdivision (a)(1)(A)G)(6), shall contain excess funds from the ignition 
interlock account as well as money from each local government that 
chooses to utilize this fund, and may contain state-appropriated monies. 
The treasurer is authorized to transfer money from one (1) account to 
the other to pay for eligible devices. 

(B) Notwithstanding subdivision (a)(1)(A), no more than two hundred 
dollars ($200) per month shall be expended from the fund to pay the costs 
associated with an indigent person’s interlock ignition device, pursuant to 
subdivision (a)(1)(A)(i)(a), or other monitoring device pursuant to subdi- 
vision (a)(1)(A)()(b). 

(2) Moneys in the fund shall not revert to the general fund of the state, but 
shall remain available to be used as provided for in subdivision (a)(1). 

(3) Interest accruing on investments and deposits of the electronic moni- 
toring indigency fund shall be credited to such account, shall not revert to 
the general fund, and shall be carried forward into each subsequent fiscal 
year. 

(4) Moneys in the electronic monitoring indigency fund account shall be 
invested by the state treasurer in accordance with § 9-4-603. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in § 55-10-409(b)(2)(D), the costs incurred 
in order to comply with the ignition interlock requirements shall be paid by the © 
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person ordered to install a functioning ignition interlock device, unless the 
court finds such person to be indigent. If a court determines that a person is 
indigent, the court shall order such person to pay any portion of the costs which 
the person has the ability to pay, as determined by the court. Any portion of the 
costs the person is unable to pay shall come from the electronic monitoring 
indigency fund established pursuant to subsection (a). 

(c) Whenever a person ordered to install a device pursuant to § 55-10- 
409(b)(2), § 55-10-409(d)(2), § 55-10-417(a)(1) or § 55-10-417(k) asserts to the 
court that the person is indigent and financially unable to pay for a functioning 
ignition interlock device, it shall be the duty of the court to conduct a full and 
complete hearing as to the financial ability of the person to pay for such device 
and, thereafter, make a finding as to the indigency of such person. 

(d) A person is indigent and financially unable to pay for a functioning 
ignition interlock device if the person is receiving an annual income, after 
taxes, of one hundred eighty-five percent (185%) or less of the poverty 
guidelines updated periodically in the federal register by the United States 
department of health and human services under the authority of 42 U.S.C. 
§ 9902(2). 

(e) Every person who informs the court that the person is financially unable 
to pay for a functioning ignition interlock device shall be required to complete 
an affidavit of indigency that is designed by the administrative office of the 
courts for purposes of assisting the court in making its determination pursuant 
to subsection (c). If the person intentionally misrepresents, falsifies or with- 
holds any information required by the affidavit of indigency, such person 
commits perjury as set out in § 39-16-702. 

(f) In the event that the state treasurer determines or anticipates that the 
electronic monitoring indigency fund has or will have insufficient funds to pay 
for eligible claims or invoices as they are received, the state treasurer is 
authorized to stop accepting, determining eligibility for, or paying claims or 
invoices submitted by providers of ignition interlock devices, transdermal 
monitoring devices, other alternative alcohol or drug monitoring devices, or 
global positioning monitoring devices for a period of time determined by the 
state treasurer. The state treasurer may begin accepting or paying claims or 
invoices submitted by providers of ignition interlock devices, transdermal 
monitoring devices, other alternative alcohol or drug monitoring devices, or 
global positioning monitoring devices with service dates on or after the date on 
which the state treasurer determines that there is a sufficient amount of 
money in the fund. The state treasurer shall notify providers and the 
administrative office of the courts of the anticipated date that provider claims 
and invoices will be accepted and paid from the fund again. The state treasurer 
may establish an order of priority for paying claims and invoices from the fund 
_ after the period of insolvency. | 
(g)(1) All proceeds collected pursuant to §§ 55-10-413(a) and 69-9-219(c)(9) 
shall be transmitted to the treasurer for deposit in the electronic monitoring 
indigency fund. 

(2) The fees assessed pursuant to §§ 55-10-413(a) and 69-9-219(c)(9) shall 
be allocated as follows: ? 

(A) Thirty dollars and fifty cents ($30.50) to the electronic monitoring 
indigency fund for the purpose of paying for the following for persons 
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found to be indigent by the court: 

(i) All the costs associated with the lease, purchase, installation, 
removal, and maintenance of a functioning ignition interlock device or 
with any other cost or fee associated with a functioning ignition 
interlock device required by this part; 

(ii) All the costs associated with the use of a transdermal monitoring 
device, other alternative alcohol or drug monitoring device, or global 
positioning monitoring device, if required by the court pursuant to 
§ 40-11-152 or § 55-10-402(d)(2)(A)Gii) or (h)(7); and 

(iii) All the administrative costs incurred by the department of 
treasury in administering the electronic monitoring indigency fund; 
(B) Four dollars fifty cents ($4.50) to the Tennessee Hospital Associa- 

tion for the sole purposes of making grants to hospitals that have been 
designated as critical access hospitals under the Medicare rural flexibility 
program for the purposes of purchasing medical equipment, enhancing 
high technology efforts and expanding healthcare services in underserved 
areas; 

(C) One dollar twenty-five cents ($1.25) to the department of mental 
health and substance abuse services to be placed in the alcohol and drug 
addiction treatment fund; 

(D) One dollar twenty-five cents ($1.25) to the department of safety, 
Tennessee highway safety office, for the sole purpose of funding grant 
awards to local law enforcement agencies for purposes of obtaining and 
maintaining equipment and personnel needed in the enforcement of 
alcohol related traffic offenses; 

(E) One dollar twenty-five cents ($1.25) to the department of safety to 
be used to defray the expenses of administering this part; and 

(F) One dollar twenty-five cents ($1.25) to the department of finance 
and administration, office of criminal justice programs, for the sole 
purpose of funding grant awards to halfway houses whose primary focus 
is to assist drug and alcohol offenders. In order for a halfway house to 
qualify for such grant awards it shall provide: 

(i) No less than sixty (60) residential beds monthly with occupancy at 
no less than ninety-seven percent (97%) per month, or if a halfway house 
with nonresidential day reporting services, it shall serve no less than 
two hundred (200) adults monthly; 

(ii) Safe and secure treatment facilities, and treatment to include 
moral recognition therapy, GED course work, anger management 
therapy, and domestic and family counseling; and 

(iii) Transportation to and from work, mental health or medical 
appointments for each of its residents. 

(3)(A) Beginning in fiscal year 2013-2014, any surplus in the electronic 
monitoring indigency fund shall be allocated as follows: 

(i) Fifty percent (50%) of such surplus shall be transmitted to the 
department of mental health and substance abuse services and placed 
in the alcohol and drug addiction treatment fund; and 

(ii) Fifty percent (50%) of such surplus shall be used by the depart- 
ment of safety, Tennessee highway safety office, to provide grants to 
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local law enforcement agencies for purposes of obtaining and maintain- 

ing equipment or personnel needed in the enforcement of alcohol-related 

traffic offenses. 

(B) Beginning on July 1, 2013, and annually thereafter, the treasurer 
shall conduct an analysis to determine the solvency of the electronic 
monitoring indigency fund. The treasurer may declare a surplus if the 
analysis determines that there is a balance in excess of the amount 
necessary to maintain the solvency of the fund, and shall report the 
amount of any surplus to the commissioner of finance and administration 
for inclusion in the annual budget document prepared pursuant to title 9, 
chapter 4, part 51. 

(h) For purposes of this section, “previous year” means from January 1 to 
December 31 of the year immediately preceding the February 1 reporting date. 

(i) The money in the electronic monitoring indigency fund’s ignition inter- 
lock account shall be used to pay for eligible costs associated with ignition 
interlock devices, and the money in the account for transdermal monitoring 
devices, other alternative drug and alcohol monitoring devices, and global 
positioning monitoring devices shall pay for eligible costs associated with such 
devices, subject to the treasurer’s ability to transfer funds between the two (2) 
accounts. Periodically, the treasurer shall determine whether there is excess 
money in the fund’s ignition interlock account that may be transferred to the 
account for transdermal monitoring devices, other alternative drug and alcohol 
monitoring devices, and global positioning monitoring devices to pay for costs 
associated with such devices. If there is no excess money, the treasurer shall 
not pay eligible claims or invoices for transdermal monitoring devices, other 
alternative drug and alcohol monitoring devices, and global positioning moni- 
toring devices until there is excess money in the ignition interlock account to 
be transferred to the transdermal monitoring device, other alternative drug 
and alcohol monitoring device, and global positioning monitoring device 
account, or until the state appropriates monies in the transdermal monitoring 
device, other alternative drug and alcohol monitoring device, and global 
positioning monitoring device account. 

(j) No later than a date certain established by the treasurer, each local 
government shall have the option to participate in the transdermal monitoring 
device, other alternative drug and alcohol monitoring device, and global 
positioning monitoring device account by having the costs for eligible devices 
paid from the fund for each local government’s indigent defendants. The local 
government shall demonstrate participation through a resolution legally 
adopted and approved by the local government’s legislative body providing 
acceptance of the liability associated with participation and containing the 
maximum liability that the local government commits to its participation in 
the fund. For each subsequent year of participation and no later than a date 
certain established by the treasurer, the local government shall notify the 
treasurer of the budgeted amount that is approved for participation in the fund 
within thirty (30) days from when a budget is approved by the local legislative 
body and shall provide a copy of the approved budget to the treasurer. The 
state will provide funds matching each local government’s maximum liability 
or budgeted amount for participation in the fund, subject to an appropriation 
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by the state. Each participating local government will pay fifty percent (50%) 
of the costs associated with transdermal monitoring devices, other alternative 
drug and alcohol monitoring devices, and global positioning monitoring devices 
for indigent defendants within the local government’s jurisdiction, and the 
state will match the local government’s cost by providing the other fifty percent 
(50%) of funding. 

(k) In obtaining money from participating local governments, the state may 
either bill the local governments for costs associated with eligible devices or 
draw revenue from the local government’s state-shared taxes. 

(1) In paying claims or invoices for indigent defendants in a participating 
city or county, the state shall only pay for the costs associated with transder- 
mal monitoring devices, other alternative drug and alcohol monitoring devices, 
and global positioning monitoring devices when the local government has 
remitted fifty percent (50%) of the total eligible costs to the state. 

(m) A local government may withdraw from participation in the transder- 
mal monitoring device, other alternative drug and alcohol monitoring device, 
and global positioning monitoring device account at any time and reenter as a 
participant within the time frame established by the treasurer. After a local 
government’s withdrawal from participation, the local government shall con- 
tinue to pay all outstanding liabilities for eligible devices. 

(n) The electronic monitoring indigency fund shall be administered by the 
treasurer. Through the administration of the fund, the treasurer shall have the 
authority to: 

(1) Determine that the money is paid out of the fund for eligible devices 
and offenses pursuant to applicable laws and rules; and 

(2) Promulgate rules pursuant to the Uniform Administrative Procedures 
Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, for the administration of the fund. 

(o) For the efficient administration of the fund, providers of ignition inter- 
lock devices, transdermal monitoring devices, other alternative drug and 
alcohol monitoring devices, and global positioning monitoring devices shall: 

(1) Submit a claim to the treasurer electronically on a form prescribed by 
the treasurer no later than ninety (90) calendar days after the device has 
been ordered by the court accompanied by: 

(A) The court order requiring the device; 

(B) The affidavit of indigency; and 

(C) An attestation from the provider for each claim indicating that the 
charges contained in the claim are true and accurate and do not contain 
duplicate claims or charges previously submitted to the treasurer for 
reimbursement; 

(2) Submit invoices to the treasurer no later than one hundred eighty 
(180) calendar days from the date of service; 

(3) Submit amendments to documents previously submitted or new docu- 
mentation in support of a claim or invoice to the treasurer no later than 
ninety (90) calendar days after the provider’s receipt of the amended or new 
documentation; and 

(4) Submit any additional information or complete any additional forms 
requested by the treasurer. 

(p) The provider shall ensure that the court orders submitted to the 
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treasurer do not contain handwritten changes and are submitted on a uniform 
court order prescribed by the treasurer. 

(q) If a provider filing a claim or invoice for reimbursement from the fund 
knowingly makes a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation, 
or knowingly submits false, fictitious, or fraudulent documentation or infor- 
mation to the treasurer for reimbursement, the provider may be liable under 
the False Claim Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 18. 

(r) If a provider is overpaid from the fund for any reason, the treasurer is 


authorized to exercise a right of set-off against any amount due to the provider 


from the fund. 


History. 

Acts 2010, ch. 921, § 12; 2011, ch. 298, § 8; 
2013, ch. 154, § 18; 2013, ch. 344, § 18; T.C.A. 
§ 55-10-421; Acts 2016, ch. 993, §§ 2, 3, 9; 
2018, ch. 577, §§ 1, 2; 2018, ch. 1046, §§ 4, 5, 7, 
11; 2019, ch. 505, §§ 1-6. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 20138, ch. 344, § 22 provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2013. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 20138, ch. 154, the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-419, relating to the BADT fee and the 
TBI toxicology unit intoxicant testing fund, can 
be found in § 55-10-4138. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 

Acts 2018, ch. 1046, § 12 provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2018. 

Acts 2019, ch. 505, § 10 provided that not- 
withstanding any law to the contrary, the state 


55-10-420. [Reserved.| 


treasurer may use any funds in the electronic 
monitoring indigency fund to pay for the use of 
global positioning monitoring devices by indi- 
gent persons for eligible offenses as a condition 
of bail or sentencing ordered by a court between 
July 1, 2016, and August 16, 2018, that were 
previously submitted to the state treasurer for 
approval on or before August 16, 2018. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

The plain and unambiguous language of 
T.C.A. § 55-10-419(a)(1)(A)Gi) does not allow 
for the payment on behalf of indigent persons of 
costs associated with global positioning moni- 
toring systems from the electronic monitoring 
indigency fund. It allows for the payment of 
costs for indigents from that fund only for “a 
transdermal monitoring device or other alter- 
native alcohol or drug monitoring device, if 
required by the court pursuant to § 55-10- 
402(h)(7).” And the phrase “other alternative 
alcohol or drug monitoring device” as used in 
T.C.A. § 55-10-419(a)(1)(A)(ii) does not include 
a global positioning monitoring device. OAG 
18-38, 2018 Tenn. AG LEXIS 37 (8/16/2018). 


55-10-421. Adult driving while impaired. 


(a) Effective July 1, 2003, the offense of adult driving while impaired is 
repealed. 

(b) Nothing in the repeal of the offense of adult driving while impaired shall 
be construed to prohibit or prevent the use of any conviction for the offense 
occurring prior to July 1, 2003, for any of the purposes set out in § 55-10-405, 
§ 55-10-406, § 55-10-409, § 55-10-411(b)(2), § 55-10-603(2)(A)(x) or § 55-50- 


502(c)(3)(B)(ii). 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1046, § 4; 2002, ch. 855, § 10; 
2013, ch. 154, § 20; T.C.A. 55-10-418. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 20138, ch. 154, the provisions of former 


§ 55-10-421, relating to the DUI monitoring 
fund [now electronic monitoring indigency 
fund], can be found in § 55-10-419. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 
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55-10-422. Program development fee required for applicants for re- 


stricted license for vehicle with ignition interlock device. 


A person whose license has been suspended pursuant to this part and who 
applies for a restricted license to operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped 
with a functioning ignition interlock device shall be required to pay a program 
development fee of eight dollars ($8.00). The fee required by this section shall 


terminate on June 30, 2014. 


History. 
Acts 2018, ch. 344, § 20. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 2013, ch. 154; the provisions of former 
§ 55-10-422, relating to reports associated with 


ignition interlock devices and DUIs, can be 
found in § 55-10-418. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 


55-10-423. Confidentiality of information about interlock program 
participant. 


All documents, records, identifying information, monitoring data or results 
and other information recorded, collected, maintained, transmitted or stored 
by an ignition interlock provider about or concerning an interlock program 
participant is confidential and not available for public inspection. All such 
information shall retain its confidentiality when it is transmitted, electroni- 
cally or otherwise, maintained and stored, examined or used by a monitoring 
authority. Only authorized employees of an ignition interlock provider or 
monitoring authority may view any document made confidential by this 
section. 


History. 
Acts 2018, ch. 344, § 21. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 20138, ch. 344, § 22 provided that the 
act, which enacted this section, shall apply to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2013. 

Following the revision of the state DUI laws 
by Acts 20138, ch. 154, the provisions of former 


§ 55-10-4238, relating to maximum allowable 
fees, can be found in § 55-10-418. 

For the table of disposition for the DUI laws 
in title 55, ch. 10, part 4 due to the 2013 
amendments, see the Compiler’s Notes in § 55- 
10-401. 


Cross-References. 
Confidential public records, § 10-7-504. 


55-10-424. “Transdermal monitoring device” defined. 


As used in this part, “transdermal monitoring device” means any device or 
instrument that is attached to the person, designed to automatically test the 
alcohol or drug content in a person by contact with the person’s skin at least 
once per one-half (42) hour regardless of the person’s location, and which 
detects the presence of alcohol or drugs and tampering, obstructing, or 
removing the device. 


History. 
Acts 2014, ch. 567, § 5. 


which enacted this section, shall be known and 
may be cited as “Amelia’s Law.” 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2014, ch. 567, § 6 provided that the act, 
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55-10-425. Compliance-based removal of ignition interlock device. 


(a) Effective July 1, 2016, the authorized removal of any functioning 
ignition interlock device that is required by the department of safety pursuant 
to § 55-10-417(k) or by court order, whether issued due to statutory require- 
ment, in the court’s discretion, or at the defendant’s request, shall be 
compliance-based in accordance with this section. 

(b)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (b)(2), upon application by a person 
who is not otherwise prohibited from having a restricted license, the court 
shall order the installation and use of a functioning ignition interlock device 
for a three-hundred-sixty-five-consecutive-day period or for the entire period 
of the person’s driver license revocation, whichever is longer. The consecu- 
tive day requirement shall commence on the date of the ignition interlock 
installation. For persons who are required to use ignition interlock upon 
reinstatement pursuant to § 55-10-417(k), the six-month period shall com- 
mence on the date of license reinstatement, and shall, for the purposes of 
authorizing removal of the interlock device, be considered the same as the 
three hundred sixty-five consecutive day requirement. 

(2) If a functioning ignition interlock device is required, ordered, or 
requested to be installed and used pursuant to subsection (a), the minimum 
three-hundred-sixty-five-consecutive-day period required by subdivision 
(b)(1) and the final one-hundred-twenty-day period of violation-free use 
required by subdivision (c)(2) are applicable regardless of whether the 
person applies for a restricted license. If the person elects not to operate a 
motor vehicle during the period of license revocation and applies for 
reinstatement of the license at the end of the revocation period, the 
department shall not reinstate the license until the person shows the 
department proof of ignition interlock installation. Upon proof being shown 
and the driver license reinstated, the three hundred sixty-five (865) consecu- 
tive days of usage period shall commence on the date the license is 
reinstated. 

(3) If the court determines that installation and use of a functioning 
ignition interlock device is not required by § 55-10-409(b)(2)(B), the court 
shall make specific findings of fact on a form provided by the department 
that the factors listed in § 55-10-409(b)(2)(B) do not exist in the instant case. 
The findings of fact shall include the following: 

(A) The person’s actual blood or breath alcohol concentration (BAC) 
demonstrating that the person did not have a blood or breath alcohol 
concentration of eight-hundredths of one percent (0.08%) or higher, or a 
combination of alcohol in any amount and marijuana, a controlled sub- 
stance, controlled substance analogue, drug, or any substance affecting 
the central nervous system; 

(B) There was no person in the vehicle with the person who was under 
eighteen (18) years of age; 

(C) The person was not involved in an accident, or the accident did not 
require a report under § 55-10-107, or the accident was not the proximate 
result of the person’s intoxication; and 

(D) The person is not charged with violating the implied consent law or, 
if the person is so charged, the person did not have a conviction or juvenile 
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delinquency adjudication for a violation that occurred within five (5) years 
of the instant implied consent violation, for any of the offenses set out in 
§ 55-10-409(b)(2)(B)(Gv). 

(4)(A) Ifthe court fails to make a specific finding that § 55-10-409(b)(2)(B) 
is not applicable in the instant case, if the finding made by the court is 
incomplete, or if the finding does not contain adequate information for the 
department to determine the applicability of § 55-10-409(b)(2)(B), the 
person shall be required by default to install and use a functioning ignition 
interlock device for a three hundred sixty-five consecutive day period or for 
the entire period of the driver license revocation period, whichever is 
longer. 

(B) If the court orders that a restricted license be issued without an 
ignition interlock device required, and the court’s findings of fact demon- 
strate that installation and use of a functioning ignition interlock device is 
not required by § 55-10-409(b)(2)(B), the restricted driver license shall be 
subject to the geographic restrictions of § 55-10-409(c). 

(c)(1) A person required to install and use only a functioning ignition 
interlock device pursuant to this section is prohibited from removing or 
causing to be removed the ignition interlock device from the vehicle for 
which it was ordered and the person shall be required to maintain the device 
in working order for a three-hundred-sixty-five-consecutive-day period or for 
the entire period of the driver license revocation period, whichever is longer. 
(2) In addition to the minimum three-hundred-sixty-five-consecutive-day 
period during which the ignition interlock device shall be attached, func- 
tioning, and maintained on the motor vehicle for which it is ordered, the 
ignition interlock device cannot be lawfully removed from the vehicle, except 
for necessary maintenance, replacement, or repair as determined by the 
department, unless the person has operated the ignition interlock equipped 
vehicle without violation, as described in subsection (d), for the last one 
hundred twenty (120) days of the period for which it is required. 
(d)(1) During the final one-hundred-twenty-day period for which the igni- 
tion interlock device is required, the person shall not violate any of the 
following conditions: 

(A) Tampering with, circumventing, or attempting to start the vehicle 
with a breath alcohol concentration in excess of the two-hundredths of one 
percent (0.02%) blood alcohol concentration calibration setting required by 
§ 55-10-417(b); provided, however, that a person shall not be in violation 
of this subdivision (d)(1)(A) for attempting to start the vehicle, if a 
subsequent retest within ten (10) minutes shows a breath alcohol concen- 
tration of two-hundredths of one percent (0.02%) or less and review of the 
digital images associated with each test confirms that the same person 
performed both tests; 

(B) Failing to take or skipping a rolling retest when required by the 
ignition interlock device; provided, however, that a person shall not be in 
violation of this subdivision (d)(1)(B) for failing to take or skipping a 
rolling retest if a review of the digital images associated with the test 
confirms that the vehicle was not occupied by the driver at the time of the 
retest; 
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(C) Failing a rolling test required by the ignition interlock device with 
a breath alcohol concentration in excess of two-hundredths of one percent 
(0.02%); provided, however, that a person shall not be in violation of this 
subdivision (d)(1)(C) for failing a rolling test, if a subsequent retest within 
ten (10) minutes shows a breath alcohol concentration of two-hundredths 
of one percent (0.02%) or less and review of the digital images associated 
with each test confirms that the same person performed both tests; 

(D) Removing or causing to be removed the ignition interlock device at 
any time during the three hundred sixty-five consecutive day period; and 

(EK) Failing to appear at the ignition interlock device provider when 

required for calibration, monitoring, or inspection of the device. 
(2)(A) Upon completion of the period for which the person is required to 
use an ignition interlock device, the person shall request that the ignition 
interlock provider certify that the person has complied with the conditions 
in subdivision (d)(1) for the required periods. The provider shall determine 
whether the person has been compliant with the conditions for the 
required periods and either issue a certificate of compliance to the person 
or notify the person of noncompliance and the resulting extension of the 
ignition interlock requirement. 

(B) If the ignition interlock provider issues a certificate of compliance, 
the person may present the certificate to the department of safety, which 
shall remove the ignition interlock restrictions from the person’s driver 
license. 

(C) If the ignition interlock provider notifies the person that the 
provider’s records indicate the person has not complied with the conditions 
in subdivision (d)(1) during the required periods, the person may either 
accept the extension of the ignition interlock requirement or request that 
the provider reconsider the finding of noncompliance, which may be based 
on evidence of compliance provided by the person. If the provider confirms 
the finding of noncompliance, the person may either accept the extension 
of the ignition interlock requirement or request an administrative compli- 
ance review by the department, pursuant to subdivision (d)(2)(D). 

(D) A person may request, in writing, an administrative compliance 
review by the department, and the person shall include in the request any 
evidence of compliance. The department shall review any evidence pro- 
vided by the person and the records provided by the provider within thirty 
(30) days of receiving the request and shall notify the person and the 
provider of the department’s determination by mail. If the department 
determines that the person has been compliant for the required periods, 
the provider shall issue a certificate of compliance to the person. If the 
department determines that the person was not in compliance for the 
required periods, the person may seek judicial review of the department’s 
administrative compliance review determination as provided by § 4-5- 
B22: 

(e)(1) If at any time during the three-hundred-sixty-five-consecutive-day 
period, the department determines that the person removes or causes to be 
removed the ignition interlock device, the device shall be reinstalled and the 
three-hundred-sixty-five-consecutive-day period shall start again from the 
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date of the reinstallation. 

(2) If at any time during the final one hundred twenty (120) days of the 
time period the person is required to use a functioning ignition interlock 
device, the department determines that the person has committed a viola- 
tion of subsection (d), the one hundred twenty day period shall start again 
from the date of the violation. 

(f)(1) If the person has successfully completed the three-hundred-sixty-five- 

consecutive-day period the ignition interlock device is required to be in- 

stalled on the motor vehicle, and the final one hundred twenty day period 

was completed without violation, the person shall take the vehicle to a 

certified ignition interlock provider for a final download of the offender’s data 

file and shall send the data file to the department. 

(2) Ifthe data file from the final download and other relevant information 
shows that the person has been ignition interlock compliant for the requisite 
periods of time, the department shall inform the person on a compliance 
form developed by the department that the person may apply for driver 
license reinstatement and that the ignition interlock device may be lawfully 
removed. The person may take the form to the installing ignition interlock 
service provider for removal. 

(3) The person may take the compliance form to the department and 
apply for reinstatement of the person’s driver license. If the person meets all 
requirements for license reinstatement and pays all reinstatement fees, the 
department shall reinstate the driver license. 

(4) When removing an ignition interlock device on or after July 1, 2016, a 
certified ignition interlock provider may in good faith rely on a person’s 
compliance form that removal of the ignition interlock device is lawful. 

(g) This section shall apply to offenses committed on or after July 1, 2016, 
for which a person is required by the department of safety pursuant to 
§ 55-10-417(k) or by court order, whether issued due to statutory requirement, 
in the court’s discretion, or at the defendant’s request, to operate only a motor 
vehicle that is equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device. To the 
extent not inconsistent with this section, the procedural provisions and 
geographic restrictions of §§ 55-10-409 and 55-10-417, the provider fees in 
§ 55-10-418, and the electronic monitoring indigency fund and indigency 
provisions of § 55-10-419 shall, if applicable, continue to apply. If any 
provision of those sections is in conflict with this section, this section shall 
apply. 

(h)(1) This subsection (h) applies to persons required to have an ignition 

interlock device installed on their vehicle under subsection (c) when that 

vehicle is unable to be operated due to: 
(A) Damage from an accident or other uncontrollable circumstance 
where the person’s intoxication was not a proximate cause; or 
(B) Repairs based on normal wear and tear of a vehicle or due to a 
recall. 

(2) A person whose vehicle is unable to be operated under subdivision 
(h)(1) may request the department toll the required consecutive three- 
hundred-sixty-five-day period, beginning on the date of the incident that led 
to the vehicle being unable to be operated, by submitting proof to the ignition 
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interlock provider that the vehicle was involved in a traffic crash, the vehicle 
is being repaired, or other uncontrollable circumstance through no fault of 
the person required to have ignition interlock. 

(3)(A) If the vehicle was in an accident and a law enforcement agency 

issued a crash report, the crash report must be submitted. 

(B) Other proof may consist of, but is not limited to: 

(i) A written statement from the insurance company regarding 
repairs; 

(ii) Awritten statement from a repair shop showing the damage being 
repaired and the estimated time of completion for repairs; or 

(iii) Other documentation acceptable to the department. 

(4) The ignition interlock provider shall forward the request and docu- 
mentation to the department within five (5) business days of receipt. 

(5) The department shall notify the person and the ignition interlock 
provider in writing, or by electronic transmission, if the tolling period has 
been granted or denied, and, if denied, the reason for the denial. 

(6) If granted, a toll period shall be for thirty (30) days. At the end of the 
thirty-day period, if the vehicle is still unable to be operated and the person 
cannot have an ignition interlock device installed on a different vehicle, the 
person shall submit additional proof, as specified in subdivision (h)(3), to the 
department showing the vehicle is still undergoing repairs or other accept- 
able reason that the ignition interlock device cannot be installed on a 
different vehicle. The department shall notify the person and the ignition 
interlock provider in writing, or by electronic transmission, if any additional 
toll period has been granted or denied, and, if denied, the reason for the 
denial. 

(7) At the end of any thirty-day period, if no new request has been 
submitted and granted, then the three-hundred-sixty-five-day period shall 
resume with the person being required to maintain an ignition interlock 
device for the period of time that was remaining on the day the tolling period 
began. 

(8) The tolling period in this subsection (h) does not relieve a person from 
the requirement to only operate a vehicle that is equipped with an ignition 
interlock device. 

(9(A) A person aggrieved by the denial of their request to have the 
three-hundred-sixty-five-day period tolled under this subsection (h) may, 
within ten (10) business days of the date of the denial, request a review by 
the commissioner or the commissioner’s designee. The request for review 
shall include copies of the proof submitted to the department, the denial 
letter from the department, and any information showing why the person 
believes the denial was incorrect. 

(B) The commissioner or the commissioner’s designee shall, within ten 
(10) business days of receiving the request for review, make a determina- 
tion in writing, based on information in the department’s records and the 
information provided by the person requesting the review, whether or not 
the thirty-day toll period should be granted. 

(C) The request for review will stay the continuation of the three- 
hundred-sixty-five-day period until the commissioner or commissioner’s 
designee’s ruling is issued. 
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(D) A person may appeal the commissioner or commissioner’s desig- 
nee’s ruling pursuant to § 4-5-322. 


History. act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
Acts 2016, ch. 888, § 1; 2018, ch. 577, § 3; offenses committed on or after July 1, 2018. 
2018, ch. 1046, § 4. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2018, ch. 1046, § 12 provided that the 


PART 5 
DRAG RACING 


55-10-501. Part definitions. 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Drag racing” means: 

(A) The use of any motor vehicle for the purpose of ascertaining the 
maximum speed obtainable by the vehicle; 

(B) The use of any motor vehicle for the purpose of ascertaining the 
highest obtainable speed of the vehicle within a certain distance or within 
a certain time limit; 

(C) The use of any one (1) or more motor vehicles for the purpose of 
comparing the relative speeds of the vehicle or vehicles, or for comparing 
the relative speeds of the vehicle or vehicles within a certain distance or 
within a certain time limit; 

(D) The use of one (1) or more motor vehicles in an attempt to outgain, 
outdistance or to arrive at a given destination simultaneous with or prior 
to that of any other motor vehicle; or 

(E) The use of any motor vehicle for the purpose of the accepting of, or 
the carrying out of any challenge, made orally, in writing, or otherwise, 
made or received with reference to the performance abilities of one (1) or 
more motor vehicles; 

(2) “Participant” means that person or persons who operate any motor 
vehicle or motor vehicles upon the public highways of this state, or that of 
any municipality or political subdivision thereof, for the purpose of drag 
racing, and also any person or persons who arrange for, supervise, or in any 
way and manner set in motion any drag racing, regardless of whether or not 
such person or persons may be the operator of, or be a passenger in, any 
motor vehicle participating in drag racing; and 

(3) “Public highways” means all of the streets, roads, highways, express- 
ways, bridges and viaducts, including any and all adjacent rights-of-way, 
that are owned, constructed, and/or maintained by the state, and/or any 
municipality or political subdivision of the state, and any and all highways, 
roads, streets, etc., that have been dedicated to the public use. 
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History. Drag racing as state offense in metropolitan 
Acts 1959, ch. 115, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-1040. government area, § 7-3-312. 


Cross-References. 
Authority of a police officer to arrest without 
a warrant, § 40-7-103. 


55-10-502. Penalty. 


(a) Drag racing is declared to be a Class B misdemeanor, and any person or 
persons who operate a motor vehicle or motor vehicles upon the public 
highways of this state, or while on the premises of any shopping center, trailer 
park, any apartment house complex, or any other premises generally fre- 
quented by the public at large, or who is a participant therein, for the purpose 
of drag racing commits a Class B misdemeanor unless the premises are 
properly licensed for this purpose. 

(b) If the violation of subsection (a) results in the serious bodily injury of a 
participant, passenger, bystander or other person, drag racing shall be 
punished as provided in § 39-13-106(b) for vehicular assault. 

(c) Any motor vehicle used to commit the offense of drag racing or to flee 
after commission of the offense of drag racing is, upon conviction for the 
offense, subject to seizure and forfeiture as provided in title 40, chapter 33, 
part 1. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1959, ch. 115, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-1041; Additional fine for drag racing, § 68-55-306. 
Acts 1986, ch. 842, § 14; 1989, ch. 591, § 112; Penalty for Class B misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
2006, ch. 971, § 4. 111. 


Pea pilers Notes. Violation deemed habitual offender offense, 


Acts 2006, ch. 971, § 1 provided that the act % 5510-603. 
shall be known and may be cited as “Courtney’s 
Law.” 


55-10-503. Additional penalties — Restricted licenses — Revocation of 
license. 


(a)(1) In addition to the punishment prescribed in § 55-10-502, the depart- 
ment shall revoke, for a period of one (1) year, the driver license of any 
person or persons convicted of drag racing. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (a)(1), the trial judge has the discretion 
to allow the continued use of a restricted motor vehicle operator’s license or 
order the issuance of a restricted motor vehicle operator’s license to a person 
convicted of drag racing for the first time to the same extent, for the same 
purposes, under the same conditions and in the same manner as is 
authorized in § 55-10-409 for persons convicted for the first time of driving 
under the influence of an intoxicant. 

(b) In addition to the punishment prescribed in subdivision (a)(1), the 
department shall permanently revoke the driver license of any person or 
persons convicted of drag racing for the second time within a ten-year period, 
and the person or persons shall not thereafter be entitled to drive or operate a 
motor vehicle upon any public highway of this state. 
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Cross-References. 
Additional fine for drag racing, § 68-55-306. 


History. 

Acts 1959, ch. 115, § 3; T.C.A., § 59-1042; 
Acts 1986, ch. 842, § 15; 1987, ch. 407, § 1; 
2013, ch, 154, 8) 42: 


PART 6 


REINSTATEMENT OF LICENSE BY MOTOR VEHICLE 
HABITUAL OFFENDER 


55-10-601. Petition for reinstatement of license by motor vehicle ha- 
bitual offender. 


A person whose driver license has been revoked or restricted due solely to the 
person’s status as a motor vehicle habitual offender prior to July 1, 2019, may 
petition the court that originally made such a finding to reinstate the person’s 
driver license. Upon receiving a petition for a reinstated driver license, the 
court shall determine whether the person’s driver license was subject to 
revocation or restriction under prior law due solely to the person’s status as a 
motor vehicle habitual offender and, if so, order the reinstatement of the 
person’s driver license. The person may provide a copy of the court’s order to 
the department of safety, which shall then reissue the person’s driver license 
without restriction. 


History. 
Acts 2019, ch. 486, § 3. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former Part 6, §§ 55-10-601 through 55-10- 
618, the Motor Vehicle Habitual Offenders Act, 
was repealed by Acts 2019, ch. 486, § 15, eff. 
January 1, 2020. 

Acts 2019, ch. 486, § 15 provided that section 
3 of the act, which repealed former part 6, 
§§ 55-10-601 — 55-10-618 concerning the Mo- 
tor Vehicle Habitual Offenders Act and enacted 
this section, authorizing a person whose driver 


license has been revoked or restricted prior to 
July 1 , 2019, to petition a court for reinstate- 
ment of the person’s driver license, shall take 
effect thirty (30) days after the date upon which 
the commissioner of safety provides written 
notification to the secretary of state and the 
executive secretary of the Tennessee code com- 
mission that the department of safety’s “A-list” 
driver license program is capable of implement- 
ing this act, or it shall take effect January 1, 
2020, whichever is earlier. The act took effect 
January 1, 2020. 


PART 7 
JUVENILE OFFENDER ACT 


55-10-701. Denial of driving privileges by court. 


(a) When a person, younger than eighteen (18) years of age, but thirteen (13) 
years of age or older, commits any offense or engages in any prohibited conduct 
described in this subsection (a), then at the time the person is convicted of the 
offense, or adjudicated a delinquent child, unruly child or status offender, the 
court in which the conviction or adjudication occurs shall prepare and send to 
the department of safety, driver control division, within five (5) working days 
of the conviction or adjudication, an order of denial of driving privileges for the 
offender. This section applies to any criminal offense, status offense, violation, 
infraction or other prohibited conduct involving the possession, use, sale, or 
consumption of any alcoholic beverage, wine or beer, or any controlled 
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substance as defined and enumerated in title 39, chapter 17, part 4, or 
involving the possession or carrying of a weapon on school property, as defined 
and enumerated in § 39-17-1309(b) or (c). The denial of driving privileges 
authorized by this section applies when the prohibited conduct occurs before 
the offender is eighteen (18) years of age, regardless of when a conviction or 
determination occurs. The department shall promulgate a form “order of 
denial” for use by the courts. 

(b) If a court has issued an order of denial of driving privileges pursuant to 
this section, the court, upon motion of the offender, may review the order and 
may withdraw the order at any time the court deems appropriate, except as 
provided in the following: 

(1) A court may not withdraw an order for a period of ninety (90) days 
after the issuance of the order if it is the first order issued by any court with 
respect to the petitioning person; 

(2) Acourt may not withdraw an order for a period of one (1) year after the 
issuance of the order if it is the second or subsequent such order issued by 
any court with respect to the petitioning person; and 

(3) A court may not withdraw an order involving a violation of part 4 of 
this chapter, concerning the operation of a motor vehicle while intoxicated or 
impaired. 

(c) For a motion for withdrawal under this section to be properly before a 
court for consideration, the local district attorney general must have received 
at least ten (10) days’ prior notice of the motion, together with the time and 
place where it will be considered. The motion must be joined in by a custodial 
parent or legal guardian of the offender, if the offender is an unemancipated 
juvenile at the time the motion is made. A custodial parent or legal guardian 
must appear in court with the offender if the offender is an unemancipated 
juvenile at the time the motion is made. The motion shall state whether any 
prior orders of denial have been issued by any court and shall include as 
exhibits any prior orders of denial so issued. 

(d) The local district attorney general or assistant district attorney general 
has the right to appear, present evidence and be heard at proceedings under 
this section. 


History. Attorney General Opinions. 
Acts 1989, ch. 64, § 2; 1990, ch. 1030, § 34; No driver’s license suspension for underage 
1991, ch. 473, § 6; 1993, ch. 164, § 1; 1993,ch. consumers of alcohol, OAG 94-137, 1994 Tenn. 


491, § 2. AG LEXIS 161 (11/21/94). 
Subsection (b) of this section gives courts no 
Cross-References. discretion to withdraw orders denying driving 
Juvenile Offender Act, informing pupils of privileges before expiration of the time limits 
provisions, § 49-6-451. imposed by subdivisions (1) and (2), or when 
License suspension, revocation, restrictions, the order arose from the circumstance identi- 
procedure, § 55-50-502. fied in subdivision (3), operation of a motor 
School term, teaching of provisions of Juve- vehicle while intoxicated or impaired, OAG 
nile Offender Act, § 49-6-3004. 03-156, 2003 Tenn. AG LEXIS 188 (12/01/03). 


55-10-702. Denial or suspension of driving privileges by department of 
safety. 


(a) In addition to any other authority to suspend driving privileges under 
this chapter, the department of safety shall deny or suspend all driving 
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privileges of any person upon receipt of an order of denial of driving privileges 
issued pursuant to § 55-10-701. The suspension shall be imposed without a 
hearing. The driving privileges of the person shall be suspended in accordance 
with the following: 

(1) Upon receipt of the first order denying driving privileges, the depart- 
ment shall impose a suspension of one (1) year, or until the person reaches 
seventeen (17) years of age, whichever is longer; and 

(2) Upon receipt of a second or subsequent order denying driving privi- 
leges, the department shall impose a suspension of two (2) years or until the 
person reaches eighteen (18) years of age, whichever is longer. 

(b) Ifon appeal an underlying conviction or adjudication of an alcohol, wine, 
beer or drug offense, or weapons offense is overturned to an extent that 
nullifies the application of § 55-10-701, the department, upon receipt of a 
certified copy of the final order, shall timely reinstate any driving privileges 
that were suspended or denied because of the issuance of the original order of 
denial. 


History. 
Acts 1989, ch. 64, § 3; 1993, ch. 164, § 2. 


55-10-703. Withdrawal of denial order — Eligibility for driver license 
— Driver safety or alcohol education programs. 


If a court withdraws an order issued pursuant to § 55-10-701, the offender 
may obtain a certified copy of the order of withdrawal and within ten (10) days 
after it is issued present it, along with an application fee of twenty dollars 
($20.00), to the department of safety, and the offender shall become eligible to 
receive a Tennessee driver license upon reaching proper age, complying with 
all testing requirements and paying all other driver license fees. Additionally, 
before an offender becomes eligible to receive a driver license under this 
section, the court shall require the offender to complete, to the court’s 
satisfaction, a driver’s safety course certified by the department or an early 
intervention program or a youth alcohol safety education program certified by 
the department of mental health and substance abuse services or weapons 
safety course certified by the department of safety. 


History. 

Acts 1989, ch. 64, § 4; 1993, ch. 164, § 3; 
2000, ch. 947, § 6; 2010, ch. 1100, § 89; 2012, 
Chi (Os Sith 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2010, ch. 1100, § 153 provided that the 
commissioner of mental health and develop- 
mental disabilities, the commissioner of mental 
health, the commissioner of intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, and the commis- 
sioner of finance and administration are autho- 


rized to promulgate rules and regulations to 
effectuate the purposes of the act. All such rules 
and regulations shall be promulgated in accor- 
dance with the provisions of the Uniform Ad- 
ministrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, 
chapter 5. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Applicability, applicants for “restricted li- 
censes,” OAG 90-58, 1990 Tenn. AG LEXIS 58 
(5/19/90). 


55-10-704. Confiscation of offender’s driver license. 


At the time of a conviction or adjudication by the court, the court shall 
remove from the offender’s possession any Tennessee driver license currently 
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held by the offender and forward it to the driver control division. If the offender 
is the holder of a driver license from another jurisdiction, the court shall not 
collect the offender’s driver license, but shall notify the division of the 
conviction or adjudication and the division shall notify the appropriate 
individuals in the licensing jurisdiction. The court shall, however, in accor- 
dance with this part, send to the division an order of denial of driving 
privileges in this state. 


History. 
Acts 1989, ch. 64, § 5. 


55-10-705. Restricted motor vehicle operator’s license. 


(a)(1) If an order of denial has been issued pursuant to § 55-10-701 and it is 
the first order of denial so issued by any court for the offender, then upon 
motion of the offender, the court is vested with the authority and discretion 
to issue an order for a restricted motor vehicle operator’s license subject to 
the conditions and requirements of subdivision (a)(3). 

(2) If an order of denial has been issued pursuant to § 55-10-701 and it is 
the second or subsequent order of denial so issued by any court for the 
offender, then, after the expiration of at least one (1) year from the date of 
the entry of the latest order of denial or after the offender reaches seventeen 
(17) years of age, whichever is later, upon motion of the offender, the court is 
vested with the authority and discretion to issue an order for a restricted 
motor vehicle operator’s license subject to the conditions and requirements 
of subdivision (a)(3). 

(3) No restricted license may be issued under this section unless the court 
finds by clear and convincing evidence that an economic, educational or 
health-related hardship will result without the restricted license. A re- 
stricted license shall not be granted for travel to and from an educational 
institution if reasonable parental transportation is available or free trans- 
portation is provided by the educational institution, school district or local 
governmental agency. This restricted license shall not be granted for travel 
to and from social events or extracurricular school activities. This restricted 
license may be granted for travel to and from and working at the person’s 
regular place of employment if reasonable public transportation is not 
available and the person’s earnings are essential to the well-being of the 
family unit. An order allowing a restricted license shall state with all 
practicable specificity the necessary time and places of permissible operation 
of a motor vehicle and shall be made a part of the judgment of the court. The 
offender may obtain a certified copy of the order and within ten (10) days 
after it is issued present it, together with an application fee of twenty dollars 
($20.00), to the department of safety which shall forthwith issue a restricted 
license embodying the limitations imposed; provided, that the person must 
first reach proper age and comply with all testing requirements. After proper 
application and until the restricted license is issued, a certified copy of the 
order of judgment of the court may serve as the motor vehicle operator’s 
license. 

(4) For a motion under this section to be properly before a court for 
consideration, the local district attorney general must have received at least 
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ten (10) days’ prior notice of the motion, together with the time and place it 
will be considered. The motion must be joined in by a custodial parent or 
legal guardian of the offender, if the offender is an unemancipated juvenile 
at the time the motion is made. A custodial parent or legal guardian must 
appear in court with the offender if the offender is an unemancipated 
juvenile at the time the motion is made. The motion shall state whether any 
prior orders of denial have been issued by any court and shall include as 
exhibits any prior orders of denial so issued. 

(5) The local district attorney general or assistant district attorney 
general has the right to present evidence and be heard in proceedings under 
this section. : 

(b) Any restricted license issued under this section shall be subject to 
renewal in the same manner as other licenses. 

(c) In the prosecution of second or subsequent offenders, the indictment, 
petition, or charging instrument must allege any prior orders of denial imposed 
for the violation of any provisions of this part, setting forth the time and place 
of each order. 

(d) If a court orders the issuance of a restricted license to any person 
pursuant to this section, and the person is an unemancipated juvenile, the 
court shall order the custodial parent or legal guardian to certify to the court, 
in writing, at six (6) week intervals the person’s continuing compliance with 
the restrictive conditions. 


History. licenses are issued in one of the classes speci- 
Acts 1989, ch. 64, § 6. fied in § 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 
Compiler’s Notes. Cross-References. 
As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, License suspension, revocation, restrictions, 


the distinction between “operator's” and “chauf- procedure, § 55-50-502. 
feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 


55-10-706. Expiration of denial period — Eligibility for license — 
Driver safety or alcohol education programs. 


(a) On the expiration of the applicable period of denial set out in § 55-10- 
702(a), if a person has not become eligible to receive a license under § 55-10- 
703, then, for a person to be eligible to receive a Tennessee driver license, the 
person must pay a twenty dollar ($20.00) reinstatement fee, comply with all 
testing requirements and pay all other driver license fees. 

(b) Additionally, before an offender becomes eligible to receive a driver 
license under this section, the court shall require the offender to complete, to 
the court’s satisfaction, a driver safety course certified by the department of 
safety or an early intervention program or a youth alcohol safety education 
program certified by the department of mental health and substance abuse 
services or weapons safety course certified by the department of safety. 


History. commissioner of mental health and develop- 
Acts 1989, ch. 64, § 7; 1993, ch. 164, § 4; mental disabilities, the commissioner of mental 
2000, ch. 947, § 6; 2010, ch. 1100, § 89; 2012, health, the commissioner of intellectual and 


ch. 575, § 1. developmental disabilities, and the commis- 
sioner of finance and administration are autho- 
Compiler’s Notes. rized to promulgate rules and regulations to 


Acts 2010, ch. 1100, § 153 provided that the effectuate the purposes of the act. All such rules 
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and regulations shall be promulgated in accor- ministrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, 
dance with the provisions of the Uniform Ad- chapter 5. 


55-10-707. Construction of part — Penalties supplemental. 


(a) This part shall not be construed to limit in any way § 55-50-303 or 
§ 55-50-502, nor to limit the power and authority of the department of safety 
to revoke or suspend a driver license under chapter 50 of this title. 

(b) The penalties imposed by this part shall be in addition to and supple- 
mental to any other penalties imposed by law. 


History. 
Acts 1989, ch. 64, § 11. 


55-10-708. Data search to determine offender status — Applicants for 
restricted license or removal of denial order. 


(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part to the contrary, any 
district attorney general or assistant district attorney general shall be autho- 
rized to call upon the driver control division to search the data compiled for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether a person applying for a restricted license 
under this part or applying for a withdrawal of an order of denial under this 
part has had other orders of denial or restricted licenses issued. 

(b) Upon request of any district attorney general or assistant district 
attorney general, the driver control division shall send the requestor a certified 
copy of such other orders of denial or restricted licenses. 


History. 
Acts 1989, ch. 64, § 8. 


55-10-709. Inspection of records. 


Any record developed pursuant to this part shall be subject to the same 
limited inspection provisions found in §§ 37-1-153 and 37-1-154. 


History. 
Acts 1989, ch. 64, § 10. 


55-10-710. Provisions of part in pamphlets for schools and driver 
license examination manuals. 


The department of safety shall prepare a pamphlet describing this part for 
distribution to students in all schools. The department shall also describe this 
part in the driver manual used to prepare applicants for the license examina- 
tion. 


History. 
Acts 1989, ch. 64, § 9. 


_ 55-10-711. Denial of driving privileges — Expunction from records — 
Requirements. 


If a person’s driving privileges have been denied pursuant to this part, when 
the person becomes eighteen (18) years of age, all records relating to the denial 
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maintained by the court in which the conviction or adjudication occurred and 
by the department of safety shall be expunged and the driving record 
maintained by the department on the person shall not reflect that a denial of 
driving privileges occurred. This section shall apply only upon the expiration of 
the denial or suspension previously ordered by the juvenile court judge and 
when all requirements for reinstatement have been met. 


History. 
Acts 1991, ch. 473, § 5. 


PART 8 


TENNESSEE UNATTENDED CHILDREN IN MOTOR 
VEHICLE SAFETY ACT 


55-10-801. Short title. 


This part shall be known and may be cited as the “Tennessee Unattended 
Children in Motor Vehicle Safety Act.” 


History. 
Acts 2007, ch. 214, § 2. 


55-10-8002. Part definitions. 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Motor vehicle” means any self-propelled vehicle, including a truck, 
truck tractor, motor bus, or other vehicle not operated exclusively or driven 
on fixed rails or tracks; and 

(2) “Unattended child” means a child younger than seven (7) years of age 
who is not accompanied by another person who is at least thirteen (13) years 
of age. 


History. 
Acts 2007, ch. 214, § 3. 


55-10-803. Offense of leaving child unattended in motor vehicle — 
Penalty. 


(a) Itis an offense for a person responsible for a child younger than seven (7) 
years of age to knowingly leave that child in a motor vehicle located on public 
property or while on the premises of any shopping center, trailer park, or any 
apartment house complex, or any other premises that is generally frequented 
by the public at large without being supervised in the motor vehicle by a person 
who is at least thirteen (13) years of age, if: 

(1) The conditions present a risk to the child’s health or safety; 

(2) The engine of the motor vehicle is running; or 

(3) The keys to the motor vehicle are located anywhere inside the 
passenger compartment of the vehicle. 
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(b) A violation of this section is a Class B misdemeanor punishable only by 
a fine of two hundred dollars ($200) for the first offense. 

(c) Asecond or subsequent violation of this section is a Class B misdemeanor 
punishable only by a fine of five hundred dollars ($500). 


History. 
Acts 2007, ch. 214, § 4. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class B misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
ai, 


55-10-804. Community education course for violators. 


(a) Any person violating this part may be required, at the discretion of the 
court, to attend a community education course approved by the department of 
safety that includes education on the dangers of leaving young children 
unattended in motor vehicles in addition to or in lieu of any portion of other 
penalty imposed. If the course is approved by the department, it may be 
operated and conducted by a: 

(1) County, municipality or other entity of local government; 
(2) Nonprofit organization as defined by the Internal Revenue Code (26 

U.S.C. § 501(c)(3)); or | 

(3) Private entity; provided, that the entity meets all of the requirements 
of § 40-35-302(g) for private entities providing misdemeanor probation 
supervision services. 

(b) Areasonable fee between fifty dollars ($50.00) and one hundred seventy- 
five dollars ($175) may be assessed for the community education course. No fee 
shall be assessed upon proof of a person’s inability to pay. The fee shall apply 
only to community education courses that may be required pursuant to this 
section, and shall not apply to any program offered pursuant to title 49, 
chapter 1, or to any other driving instruction school. 

(c) By operating a community education course pursuant to subsection (a), 
the entity operating or conducting the course consents to the inspection of all 
records concerning the course by the department of safety; provided, that 
inspection made pursuant to this subsection (c) shall not preclude inspection of 
any records pursuant to any other applicable law. 

(d) Each court clerk shall provide a list of approved entities in the county to 
any person ordered to attend a community education course. 

(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit prosecution under 
any other law. 


History. 
Acts 2007, ch. 214, § 5. 


Section 


55-12-101. 
55-12-102. 
55-12-1038. 


55-12-104. 


55-12-105. 


55-12-106. 
55-12-107. 
55-12-108. 


55-12-109. 


55-12-110. 
55-12-111. 
55-12-112. 
55-12-113. 
55-12-114. 


55-12-115. 
55-12-116. 
55-12-117. 


55-12-118. 
55-12-119. 


55-12-120. 
55-12-121. 


55-12-122. 
55-12-1238. 
55-12-124. 
55-12-125. 
55-12-126. 


55-12-127. 
55-12-128. 
55-12-129. 
55-12-130. 


55-12-131. 
55-12-132. 
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CHAPTER 11 
[RESERVED] 


CHAPTER 12 
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 


Part 1. Tennessee Financial Responsibility Law of 1977 


Short title. 

Part definitions. 

Administration — Enforcement — Rules and regulations — Appeals — Judicial 
review. 

Report of accident required — Suspension of registration or operating privileges for 
failure to report — Restoration — Access to information. 

Security deposit following accident — Acceptable proof of financial security — 
Revocation of registration or operating privileges for failure to deposit security — 
Notice — Appeal. 

Exceptions to requirement of security and revocation — Additional acceptable proof of 
financial security. 

Minimum requirements of insurance policy or bond for security — Acceptable proof of 
existence of insurance or bond. 

Duration of suspension or revocation for failure to report accident or deposit security 
— Restoration — Determination of fault inadmissible in court of law. 

Report of suspension or revocation of nonresident’s operating privileges — Revocation 
or suspension of resident’s registration and operating privileges for accidents in other 
states — Restoration. 

Proof of damages sustained — Determination of amount of financial security required. 

Self-insurers. 

Custody of security — Payment of judgments — Return of deposit. 

“Conviction” defined. 

Suspension of all registrations upon suspension or revocation of license — Exception 
upon filing proof of financial responsibility — Release — Compliance by Tennessee 
resident moving to or returning from another state. 

Suspension of driver license for failure to comply with financial responsibility law. 

Duration of suspension or revocation under § 55-12-114 — Restoration. 

Duration of nonresident’s suspension or revocation for failure to file proof of financial 
responsibility following conviction — Restoration. 

Proof of financial responsibility required on final judgment — Suspension or revocation 
for failure to file proof — Restoration. 

Proof of financial responsibility with respect to a motor vehicle or a person not the 
owner of the vehicle. 

Certificate of insurance as proof of financial responsibility. 

Certificate of insurance by nonresident as proof of financial responsibility — Agree- 
ment to accept service of process on commissioner. 

Motor vehicle liability policy — Contents. 

Notice of cancellation or termination of certified policy. 

Other auto liability policies not affected. 

Cancellation of bond or policy — Return of deposit. 

Minimum duration of proof requirement — Suspension of license or registration for 
premature cancellation or termination of proof — Hearing — Restoration of license or 
registration. 

Surrender of license or registration upon revocation, suspension or cancellation — 
Enforcement officers — Violations — Penalties. 

Matters not to be evidence in civil suits. 

Fees for reinstatement of license and registration — Installment payment plans. 

Approval of reregistration after revocation — Transfer of registration to avoid law 
prohibited — Violations — Penalties. 

Driving while license cancelled, suspended, or revoked — Penalties. 

Employer filing proof of financial responsibility for employee — Limited license — Fee 
— Examination. 
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Section 


55-12-1338. 
55-12-134. 


55-12-135. 
55-12-136. 
55-12-1377. 


55-12-138. 
55-12-139. 


55-12-140. 
55-12-141. 


55-12-201. 
55-12-202. 
55-12-203. 
55-12-204. 


55-12-205. 
55-12-206. 


55-12-207. 
55-12-208. 
55-12-209. 


55-12-210. 


55-12-211. 


55-12-212. 
50-12-213. 
55-12-214. 
55-12-215. 


55-12-301. 
55-12-302. 
55-12-303. 
55-12-304. 


55-12-305. 
55-12-306. 
55-12-307. 
55-12-308. 
55-12-309. 
55-12-310. 
55-12-311. 
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Substitution of proof. 

Additional proof required — Suspension or revocation of license or registration 
pending filing of additional proof. 

False statements — Perjury — Violations of part — Penalties — Suspension of license. 

The Tennessee automobile insurance plan. 

Duty of insurance company to file written proof of insurance when required — Civil 
penalty for violation. 

Certification of understanding of and compliance with financial responsibility law. 

Compliance with financial responsibility law required — Evidence of compliance — 
Issuance of citations by police service technicians. 

Renewal of vehicle registration. 

Automobile insurance coverage for driver while logged on to transportation network 
company’s digital network or while engaged in prearranged ride. 


Part 2. Insurance Verification Program (“James Lee Atwood Jr. Law”) 


Short title. 

Purpose of part. 

Part definitions. 

Development of insurance verification program — Consultation with certain entities 
required. 

Requirements of program. 

Duties of department of revenue and/or designated agent with respect to developing 
and implementing program. 

Requirements for automobile liability insurer not utilizing the IICMVA model. 

Insurer may use both IICMVA model and full book of business download process. 

Confidentiality of information — Utilization of program by law enforcement officers — 
Insurers permitted to utilize third-party vendors — Application to vehicles insured 
under commercial automobile coverage — Annual report. 

Notice to motor vehicle owner of noncompliance — Penalties for failure to comply 
within specified time — Prohibition against false or fraudulent statements — Part 
does not affect other actions or penalties — Eligibility for notice. 

Requirements for reinstatement or renewal of registration after suspension or revo- 
cation. 

Certification that program installed and fully operational. 

Uninsured motorist identification restricted fund established. 

Effect of part on existing financial responsibility requirements. 

No fee or surcharge to be levied on automobile liability insurers. 


Part 3. Car Sharing Program Insurance Coverage 


Part definitions. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 

Insurance coverage during car sharing period. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 

Notification of implications of lien. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 

Applicability to exclusions in motor vehicle liability insurance policies. [Effective on 
January 1, 2021.] 

Recordkeeping — Use of vehicle in car sharing. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 

Exemption — Vicarious liability. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 

Indemnification. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 

Driver license verification and data retention. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 

Responsibility for equipment. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 

Automobile safety recalls. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 

Conflicts. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 
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PART 1. 


TENNESSEE FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW OF 
1977 


55-12-101. Short title. 


This part shall be known and may be cited as the “Tennessee Financial 


Responsibility Law of 1977.” 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-1251. 


Cross-References. 

Auto insurance, § 56-7-1101. 

Cancellation of auto insurance, title 56, ch. 7, 
part 12. 

Insurance carried by school bus operators, 
§ 49-6-2111. 

Process through secretary of state, §§ 20-2- 
203 — 20-2-207. 

Uninsured motor vehicle coverage, § 56-7- 
1201. 


Textbooks. 

Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles and Other Vehicles, § 22; 15 Tenn. 
Juris., Insurance, § 138. 


Law Reviews. 

Insurance — Dockins v. Balboa Insurance 
Co.: Has the Tennessee Supreme Court Misin- 
terpreted the Legislative Intent of the Unin- 
sured Motorist Statutes?, 20 Mem. St. U.L. Rev. 
683 (1991). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Construction. 

. Construction With Other Sections. 

. Effect on Liability of Insurer. 

. Actions Between Husband and Wife. 

. Pretrial Disclosure of Limits of Insurance 
Policy. 

. Estoppel. 


oOrWN Ee 


fop) 


1. Construction. 

Financial Responsibility Act should be read 
into automobile policies effective in this state. 
Southern R. Co. v. Knoxville, 223 Tenn. 90, 442 
S.W.2d 619, 1968 Tenn. LEXIS 504 (1968), cert. 
denied, 396 U.S. 1002, 90 S. Ct. 551, 24 L. Ed. 
2d 494, 1970 U.S. LEXIS 3286 (1970). 


2. Construction With Other Sections. 

While the Tennessee supreme court agreed 
with the insured (injured as a passenger in her 
own car), that household and family exclusions 
might arguably have seemed contrary to the 
legislative intent expressed in the Tennessee 
Financial Responsibility Act, the supreme court 
was nevertheless constrained by T.C.A. § 56-7- 
121; § 56-7-121 was not limited by its terms to 
Title 56 of the Tennessee Code, and the su- 
preme court held that family or household 
exclusions in automobile liability insurance 
policies did not violate Tennessee law or public 
policy. Purkey v. Am. Home Assur. Co., 173 
S.W.3d 7038, 2005 Tenn. LEXIS 796 (Tenn. 
2005). 


3. Effect on Liability of Insurer. 
The Motor Vehicle Financial Responsibility 


Act by itself does not make an insurer liable for 
an accident caused by towing a race car alleged 
to be a trailer, breaking loose, and causing 
damages, since it is not a compulsory insurance 
law and does not make the insurer absolutely 
liable. Blue Ridge Ins. Co. v. Haun, 197 Tenn. 
527, 276 S.W.2d 711, 1954 Tenn. LEXIS 517 
(1954). 


4, Actions Between Husband and Wife. 

Financial responsibility law did not abrogate 
common-law rule that marriage of automobile 
guest and driver after accident extinguished 
guest’s right of action against driver. Monk v. 
Ramsey, 223 Tenn. 247, 443 S.W.2d 653, 1969 
Tenn. LEXIS 408 (1969), overruled, Childress v. 
Childress, 569 S.W.2d 816, 1978 Tenn. LEXIS 
631 (Tenn. 1978), overruled in part, Childress v. 
Childress, 569 S.W.2d 816, 1978 Tenn. LEXIS 
631 (Tenn. 1978). 


5. Pretrial Disclosure of Limits of Insur- 
ance Policy. 

The financial responsibility law relating to 
motor vehicle drivers does not require defen- 
dant to tell the limits of his insurance policy in 
advance of trial. Cooper v. Stender, 30 F.R.D. 
389, 1962 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 6006 (E.D. Tenn. 
1962). 


6. Estoppel. 

Failure of an insurer to advise the director of 
the financial responsibility division of lack of 
coverage of a particular accident did not estop 
the insurer to deny coverage. Royal Indem. Co. 
v. Clingan, 364 F.2d 154, 1966 U.S. App. LEXIS 
5239 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1966). 
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55-12-1002. Part definitions. 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Autocycle” means an autocycle as defined in § 55-1-103; 

(2) “Bond” means irrevocable bond executed by a corporate surety com- 
pany licensed to do business as a corporate surety company in this state, 
with penalties of like amounts as those pertaining to an insurance policy or 
the amount of damages suffered, whichever is less, the bond to guarantee the 
payment of any final judgment which might thereafter be rendered against 
the bonded party resulting from the accident up to and including the total 
amount of the bond, except the bond may specify a limited payment to those 
persons who have at the time of its execution filed claims with the 
commissioner, and shall contain a clause therein that it shall remain in force 
for one (1) year from the date of the accident or until final determination of 
any court action brought as a result of the accident, whichever may be the 
longer period of time; 

(3) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of safety, unless otherwise 
indicated or unless the context otherwise requires; 

(4) “Judgment” means any judgment that shall have become final by 
expiration without appeal of the time within which an appeal might have 
been perfected, or by final affirmation on appeal, rendered by a court of 
competent jurisdiction of any state or of the United States, upon a cause of 
action arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of any motor 
vehicle, for damages, including damages for care and loss of services, 
because of bodily injury to or death of any person, or for damages because of 
injury to or destruction of property, including the loss of use thereof; 

(5) “License” means any license, temporary instruction permit, or tempo- 
rary license issued under the laws of this state, or any other state, pertaining 
to the licensing of persons to operate motor vehicles within this state; 

(6) “Motor vehicle” means every self-propelled vehicle that is designed for 
use upon the highway, including trailers and semitrailers designed for use 
with motor vehicles, and every vehicle that is propelled by electric power 
obtained from overhead wires but not operated upon rails, except traction 
engines, road rollers and farm tractors. “Motor vehicle” does not include 
“motorized bicycle” as defined in § 55-8-101; 

(7) “Motor vehicle liability policy” means an “owner’s policy” or “operator’s 
policy” of liability insurance, certified as provided in § 55-12-120 or § 55- 
12-121 as proof of financial responsibility, and issued, except as otherwise 
provided in § 55-12-121 by an insurance carrier duly licensed or admitted to 
transact business in this state, to or for the benefit of the person named 
therein as insured; 

(8) “Nonresident” means every person who is not a resident of this state; 

(9) “Nonresident operating privileges” means the privilege conferred upon 
a nonresident by the laws of this state pertaining to the operation of a motor 
vehicle, or the use of a motor vehicle owned by the nonresident, in this state; 

(10) “Operator” means: 

(A) For purposes of a conventionally operated vehicle, every person who 
is in actual physical control of a motor vehicle whether or not licensed as 
an operator or chauffeur under the laws of this state; 
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(B) For purposes of a vehicle operating in a platoon, as defined by 

§ 55-8-101, the person in control of the lead vehicle of the platoon; and 

(C) For purposes of an ADS-operated vehicle, as defined by § 55-30-102, 
and when the ADS is engaged, the ADS; 

(11) “Owner” means a person who holds the legal title of a motor vehicle, 
or in the event a motor vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the 
conditional sale or lease thereof with the right of purchase upon performance 
of the conditions stated in the agreement and with an immediate right of 
possession vested in the conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event a 
mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then the conditional vendee, 
lessee or mortgagor shall be deemed the owner for the purpose of this part; 

(12) “Proof of financial responsibility” or “proof of financial security” 
means: 

(A)G) If proof is required after December 31, 1989, but prior to January 
1, 2009, such proof means: 

(a) A written proof of liability insurance coverage provided by a 
single limit policy with a limit of not less than sixty thousand dollars 
($60,000) applicable to one (1) accident; 

(6b) A split-limit policy with a limit of not less than twenty-five 
thousand dollars ($25,000) for bodily injury to or death of one (1) 
person, not less than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) for bodily injury 
to or death of two (2) or more persons in any one (1) accident, and not 
less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for damage to property in any 
one (1) accident; 

(c) A deposit of cash with the commissioner in the amount of sixty 
thousand dollars ($60,000); or 

(d) The execution and filing of a bond with the commissioner in the 
amount of sixty thousand dollars ($60,000); 

(ai) An insured holding a policy that complies with the insurance 
requirements of the financial responsibility law on December 31, 1989, 
will not be deemed to be in violation of the law if the policy meets the 
limits specified in subdivisions (12)(A)(i)(a)-(d) as of the first renewal 
after that date; 

(B)G) If proof is required after December 31, 2008, but prior to January 
1, 2017, proof means: 

(a) A written proof of liability insurance coverage provided by a 
single limit policy with a limit of not less than sixty thousand dollars 
($60,000) applicable to one (1) accident; 

(6) A split-limit policy with a limit of not less than twenty-five 
thousand dollars ($25,000) for bodily injury to or death of one (1) 
person, not less than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) for bodily injury 
to or death of two (2) or more persons in any one (1) accident, and not 
less than fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) for damage to property in 
any one (1) accident; 

(c) A deposit of cash with the commissioner in the amount of sixty 
thousand dollars ($60,000); or 

(d) The execution and filing of a bond with the commissioner in the 
amount of sixty thousand dollars ($60,000); 
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(ii) An insured holding a policy that complies with the insurance 
requirements of the financial responsibility law on December 31, 2008, 
will not be deemed to be in violation of the law if the policy meets the 
limits specified in subdivisions (12)(B)G)(a)-(d) as of the first renewal 


after December 31, 2008; 


(C)G) If proof is required after December 31, 2016, proof means: 


(a) A written proof of liability insurance coverage provided by a 
single limit policy with a limit of not less than sixty-five thousand 
dollars ($65,000) applicable to one (1) accident; 

(6) A split-limit policy with a limit of not less than twenty-five 
thousand dollars ($25,000) for bodily injury to or death of one (1) 
person, not less than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) for bodily injury 
to or death of two (2) or more persons in any one (1) accident, and not 
less than fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) for damage to property in 


any one (1) accident; 


(c) A deposit of cash with the commissioner in the amount of 
sixty-five thousand dollars ($65,000); or 

(d) The execution and filing of a bond with the commissioner in the 
amount of sixty-five thousand dollars ($65,000); 

(i) An insured holding a policy that complies with the insurance 
requirements of the financial responsibility law on December 31, 2016, 
will not be deemed to be in violation of the law if the policy meets the 
limits specified in subdivisions (12)(C)G)(a)-(d) as of the first renewal 


after December 31, 2016; 


(13) “Registration” means a registration certificate or certificates and 
registration plates issued under the laws of this state pertaining to the 


registration of motor vehicles; and 


(14) “State” means any state, territory or possession of the United States, 
the District of Columbia, or any province of the Dominion of Canada. 


History. 

Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 2; 1979, ch. 247, § 9; 
T.C.A., § 59-1252; Acts 1983, ch. 53, §§ 1, 2; 
1984, ch. 494, § 1; 1986, ch. 804, § 5; 2007, ch. 
484, § 77; 2008, ch. 616, §§ 1, 2; 20138, ch. 308, 
§ 38; 2016, ch. 663, § 1; 2017, ch. 171, § 5; 
2017, ch. 474, § 13. 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. 
171, § 5, and Acts 2017, ch. 474, § 18 rewrote 
the definition of “Operator” to include a new 
subdivision (10)(B). The subdivision (10)(B) 
added by ch. 474 was redesignated as subdivi- 
sion (10)(C) by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 
the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
licenses are issued in one of the classes in 
§ 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 


Cross-References. 

“Conviction,” defined, § 55-12-1138. 

Criminal trespass by motor vehicle, § 39-14- 
407. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Construction. 
2. Construction With Other Sections. 


3. Ownership. 


1. Construction. 
The definition of uninsured motor vehicle set 


55-12-103 


forth in § 56-7-1202 is amplified to include the 
definition of motor vehicle as “every self-pro- 
pelled vehicle which is designed for use upon 
the highway,” the definition set forth in this 
section. Stalleup v. Duncan, 684 S.W.2d 643, 
1984 Tenn. App. LEXIS 3434 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1984). 

Mandatory nature of liability insurance or 
other proof of financial responsibility renders 
the interest of an injured motorist sufficiently 
direct so as to make that motorist a necessary 
party to a declaratory judgment action on the 
issue of coverage between a defendant tortfea- 
sor and the tortfeasor’s insurer. Tenn. Farmers 
Mut. Ins. Co. v. Debruce, 586 S.W.3d 901, 2018 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 457 (Tenn. Ct. App. Aug. 9, 
2018), rev'd, Tenn. Farmers Mut. Ins. Co. v. 
DeBruce, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. LEXIS 452 
(Tenn. Oct. 16, 2019). 


2. Construction With Other Sections. 
While the Tennessee supreme court agreed 
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with the insured (injured as a passenger in her 
own car), that household and family exclusions 
might arguably have seemed contrary to the 
legislative intent expressed in the Tennessee 
Financial Responsibility Act, the supreme court 
was nevertheless constrained by T.C.A. § 56-7- 
121; § 56-7-121 was not limited by its terms to 
Title 56 of the Tennessee Code, and the su- 
preme court held that family or household 
exclusions in automobile liability insurance 
policies did not violate Tennessee law or public 
policy. Purkey v. Am. Home Assur. Co., 173 
S.W.3d 703, 2005 Tenn. LEXIS 796 (Tenn. 
2005). 


3. Ownership. 

The intention of the parties, not the certifi- 
cate of title, determines the ownership of an 
automobile. Smith v. Smith, 650 S.W.2d 54, 
1983 Tenn. App. LEXIS 542 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1983). 


55-12-103. Administration — Enforcement — Rules and regulations — 
Appeals — Judicial review. 


(a) Except as otherwise specifically provided, the commissioner shall admin- 
ister and enforce this chapter, may make rules and regulations necessary for 
its administration, and shall provide for hearings upon request of persons 
aggrieved by orders or acts of the commissioner under this chapter; provided, 
that the requests are made within twenty (20) days following the order or act 
and that failure to make the request within the time specified shall without 
exception constitute a waiver of the right. 

(b) Any person aggrieved by an order or act of the commissioner under this 
chapter may seek judicial review of the order or act as provided by § 4-5-322. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 3; T.C.A., § 59-1253; 
Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 78. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 28. 


Law Reviews. 

Administrative Law — Financial Responsi- 
bility Act — Revocation of Driver’s License 
Without Hearing, 5 Vand. L. Rev. 96. 


DECISIONS UNDER PRIOR LAW 


Analysis 


1. Effect of Law. 

2. Law Applicable to Review of Commissioner’s 
Action. 

3. Jurisdiction. 


1. Effect of Law. 

The Financial Responsibility Law creates a 
new “right” and prescribes a limited remedy 
and penalties for enforcement of the “right.” 


Turner v. Harris, 198 Tenn. 654, 281 S.W.2d 
661, 1955 Tenn. LEXIS 418 (1955). 


2. Law Applicable to Review of Commis- 
sioner’s Action. 

An order of the commissioner of safety revok- 
ing a driver’s license and automobile registra- 
tion under the financial responsibility law was 
reviewable only by petition addressed to chan- 
cery court of Davidson County and not by 
certiorari in the county of residence under 
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§ 55-50-502. Roney v. Luttrell, 200 Tenn. 108, 
200 Tenn. 403, 292 S.W.2d 411, 1956 Tenn. 
LEXIS 422 (1956). 


3. Jurisdiction. 

Chancery court of Shelby County did not 
have jurisdiction of proceeding of motorist to 
enjoin cancellation of registration by motor 
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only defendant in Shelby County was state 
highway police chief and other defendants, 
commissioner of finance and taxation, and su- 
pervisor of motor vehicle responsibility division 
were residents of Davidson County, since police 
chief was not a material defendant. Deaton v. 
Evans, 192 Tenn. 348, 241 S.W.2d 423, 1951 


vehicle financial responsibility division where Tenn. LEXIS 411 (1951). 

55-12-104. Report of accident required — Suspension of registration 
or operating privileges for failure to report — Restoration 
— Access to information. 


(a)(1) The operator of a motor vehicle that is in any manner involved in an 

accident within this state in which any person is killed or injured, or in 

which damage to the property of any one (1) person, including the operator, 
in excess of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) is sustained, shall 
report the matter in writing to the commissioner within twenty (20) days 
after the occurrence of the accident. If the operator fails or is physically 
incapable of making the report, the owner of the motor vehicle involved in 
the accident shall, upon learning of the accident, report the matter in writing 
to the commissioner. The operator or the owner shall make other and 
additional reports relating to the accident as the commissioner shall require. 

(2) If an accident results in damage to state or local government property 
in excess of four hundred dollars ($400), then the driver of the vehicle 
involved in the accident shall file a written report in accordance with 

subdivision (a)(1). 

(b) The form of the accident report required under this section shall contain 
information sufficient to enable the commissioner to determine whether the 
requirements for the deposit of security under this part are inapplicable by 
reason of the existence of insurance or other exceptions specified in this part. 
The commissioner may rely upon the accuracy of the information, unless and 
until there is reason to believe that the information is erroneous. 

(c) If a report of the accident is not received by the commissioner of safety 
within twenty (20) days, as required by subsection (a), the commissioner may 
issue a notice of suspension of the operator’s license and, immediately upon 
request by the commissioner of safety, the commissioner of revenue shall issue 
a notice of suspension of the registration of the motor vehicle involved. Notices 
of the suspension of the operator’s license and the motor vehicle’s registration 
shall be sent by United States mail not less than twenty (20) days prior to the 
effective date of suspension. Each notice shall state that the vehicle’s operator 
or owner, or both, are entitled to an administrative hearing held by the 
commissioner of safety, or the commissioner’s delegate, pursuant to a request 
under § 55-12-103(a). The commissioner of safety shall suspend the license or 
nonresident operating privileges, and shall request that the commissioner of 
revenue suspend the motor vehicle registration of any person involved in an 
accident as a motor vehicle operator or owner in this state who willfully fails, 
refuses or neglects to make or have filed an accident report on that person’s 
behalf. A person whose motor vehicle operating privileges have been so 
suspended may obtain restoration of driving privileges by filing a report of the 
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accident and paying a restoration fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to the 
commissioner of safety. If the registration of the motor vehicle involved in the 
accident has been suspended, upon receipt of that payment, the commissioner 
of safety shall request that the commissioner of revenue reinstate the motor 
vehicle owner’s registration and, upon payment to the commissioner of 
revenue of the appropriate motor vehicle registration fees provided by § 55- 
4-111, § 55-4-112 or § 55-4-113, the registration shall be reinstated immedi- 
ately. 

(d) The requirements of this section in regard to the filing of the accident 
report shall not apply to: 

(1) Vehicles owned by the United States, this state, or any political 
subdivision of this state or any municipality therein; or the operator of any 
vehicle so owned, when the vehicle is involved in an accident; 

(2) The owner or operator of any vehicle where there is no physical contact 
with another vehicle or object or person; or 

(3) The owner of a vehicle that at the time of the accident was parked, 
unless the vehicle was parked at a place where parking at the time of the 
accident was prohibited under any applicable law or ordinance. 

(e) At any time after five (5) years from the date of suspension, the 
department of safety may, in its own discretion, or upon request of the person 
required to file an accident report, withdraw the suspension of the driver’s 
operating privileges and the commissioner of revenue, upon request by the 
commissioner of safety and upon payment to the commissioner of revenue of 
the appropriate motor vehicle registration fees provided by § 55-4-111, § 55- 
4-112 or § 55-4-113, shall immediately reinstate the motor vehicle owner’s 
registration; provided, that the records of the department of safety establish 
that the person, during the preceding five (5) years, has not been convicted of 
any offense authorizing or requiring suspension, revocation, prohibition, or 
cancellation of a license or registration upon order of the department or a court 
arising from a conviction for a violation of the law. 

(f)(1) Parties involved in an accident that is reported to the department as 

required in subsection (a) shall be permitted to obtain a copy of any 

document on file with the department that contains proof of financial 
responsibility that has been filed by other involved parties in the same 
accident. 

(2) Requests for these documents shall be made in writing by the 
individual seeking the information on a form supplied by the department. 
Only one (1) document may be received for each form received, and each 
request shall be accompanied by a fee of five dollars ($5.00), payable to the 
department. 

(3) In no event shall the information supplied by the department include 
policy limits. 

(g) The owner of an ADS-operated vehicle, as defined by § 55-30-102, is 
solely responsible for compliance with the requirements for filing the accident 
report under subsection (a). 


History. § 1; 1989, ch. 263, § 3; 1990, ch. 821, § 1; 2007, 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 4; T.C.A., § 59-1254; ch. 484, § 79; 2017, ch. 474, § 14; 2018, ch. 555, 
Acts 1986, ch. 842, §§ 17, 28; 1988, ch. 806,  §§ 3, 7. 
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Cross-References. Attorney General Opinions. 
Confidentiality of public records, § 10-7-504. Confidentiality of reports, OAG 96-148, 1996 


: Tenn. AG LEXIS 175 (12/20/96). 
Law Reviews. 


Discovery and Admissibility of Accident Re- 
ports (Donald F. Paine), 27 Tenn. B.J. 25. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Estoppel. director of financial responsibility of the de- 
An insurer was not estopped to assert its partment of safety of its noncoverage. Royal 

noncoverage of the driver under the liability Indem. Co. v. Clingan, 364 F.2d 154, 1966 U.S. 

insurance policy although it failed to advise the App. LEXIS 5239 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1966). 


55-12-105. Security deposit following accident — Acceptable proof of 
financial security — Revocation of registration or operat- 
ing privileges for failure to deposit security — Notice — 
Appeal. 


(a) The commissioner shall, upon receiving an accident report of an accident 
occurring in this state that has resulted in bodily injury, or death, or damage 
to the property of any one (1) person in excess of one thousand five hundred 
dollars ($1,500), and upon determining that there is a reasonable possibility of 
a judgment against the owner, operator, or both, and upon receiving notice of 
a claim filed against the owner, operator, or both, revoke the license and shall 
request the commissioner of revenue to immediately revoke all registrations of 
the owner, operator, or both, of a motor vehicle involved in the accident, and in 
case of a nonresident, the privilege of operating a motor vehicle within this 
state and of the use within this state of any motor vehicle owned by the 
nonresident, unless the operator, owner, or both, deposits security in a sum 
that shall be sufficient in the judgment of the commissioner, and in no event 
less than one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500), to satisfy any judgment 
or judgments resulting from the accident that may be recovered against the 
operator, owner, or both. 

(b) The following, and only the following, shall be acceptable proof of 
financial security: | 

(1) Filing of written proof of insurance coverage with the commissioner on 
forms approved by the commissioner; 

(2) The deposit of cash with the commissioner of no less than the amount 
specified in § 55-12-102, or in the total amount of all damages suffered, 
whichever is less, subject to a minimum deposit of one thousand five 
hundred dollars ($1,500); 

(3) The execution and filing of a bond with the commissioner of no less 
than the amount specified in § 55-12-102, or in the total amount of all 
damages suffered, whichever is less, subject to a minimum bond of one 
thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500); or 

(4) The submission to the commissioner of notarized releases executed by 
all parties who had previously filed claims with the department as a result 
of the accident. 

(c) Any notice of revocation issued under this section shall be sent by United 
States mail to the last known address of the operator and owner not less than 
twenty (20) days prior to the effective date of revocation, and shall state the 
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amount required as security, and that the operator, owner, or both are entitled 
to an administrative hearing conducted by the commissioner of safety or the 
commissioner’s delegate pursuant to a request under § 55-12-103(a). Any 
request for an administrative hearing must be submitted in writing on or 
before the effective date of the proposed revocation. 

(d) Notwithstanding this section to the contrary, if an accident results in 
damage to state or local government property in excess of four hundred dollars 
($400), then this section shall apply, and if a deposit of cash or an execution and 
filing of a bond is made as proof of financial security, then the minimum 


security deposit or bond is five hundred dollars ($500). 


History. 

Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 5; T.C.A., § 59-1255; 
Acts 1983, ch. 53, § 3; 1986, ch. 842, § 18; 
1989, ch. 263, § 4; 2007, ch. 484, § 80; 2018, ch. 
555, §§ 4, 5, 8. 


Cross-References. 
Additional acceptable proof of financial secu- 
rity, § 55-12-106. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Purpose of Act. 

. Construction With Other Sections. 
. Nonliability of Insurer. 

. Notice of Revocation. 

. License Illegally Revoked. 

. Certification by Insurer. 

No Provision for Liens. 


. Purpose of Act. 

The object of the Financial Responsibility Act 
is to protect members of the public whereby 
compensation may be collected for injuries 
caused by negligence of motorists operating 
cars without insurance or adequate insurance. 
Erwin v. State Farm Mut. Auto. Ins. Co., 232 F. 
Supp. 530, 1964 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 6544 (E.D. 
Tenn. 1964). 


2. Construction With Other Sections. 

While the Tennessee supreme court agreed 
with the insured (injured as a passenger in her 
own car), that household and family exclusions 
might arguably have seemed contrary to the 
legislative intent expressed in the Tennessee 
Financial Responsibility Act, the supreme court 
was nevertheless constrained by T.C.A. § 56-7- 
121; § 56-7-121 was not limited by its terms to 
Title 56 of the Tennessee Code, and the su- 
preme court held that family or household 
exclusions in automobile liability insurance 
policies did not violate Tennessee law or public 
policy. Purkey v. Am. Home Assur. Co., 173 
S.W.3d 703, 2005 Tenn. LEXIS 796 (Tenn. 
2005). 


3. Nonliability of Insurer. 
Where insured materially breached policy by 


failure to notify its insurer that an injured 
party had instituted a suit, the fact that the 
automobile liability insurer had filed a required 
safety responsibility form with state certifying 
coverage would not make it liable for judgment 
in favor of injured party, where the material 
breach of the policy contract occurred long after 
the filing of the responsibility form and could 
not have been known to insurer by the exercise 
of diligence. Erwin vy. State Farm Mut. Auto. 
Ins. Co., 232 F. Supp. 530, 1964 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 6544 (B.D. Tenn. 1964). 


4. Notice of Revocation. 

Where licensee received no initial notice of 
impending revocation of his driving privilege 
because of his own neglect to notify the depart- 
ment of an address change, the mailing of the 
notice to licensee at his last known address 
satisfied due process requirements. Beazley v. 
Armour, 420 F. Supp. 503, 1976 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 16098 (M.D. Tenn. 1976). 


5. License Illegally Revoked. 

The conviction was reversed and dismissed 
where defendant’s driver’s license was illegally 
and unconstitutionally revoked. Veach v. State, 
491 S.W.2d 81, 1973 Tenn. LEXIS 415 (Tenn. 
1973). | 


6. Certification by Insurer. 

Insurance policies used to provide proof of 
financial responsibility ordinarily must be cer- 
tified by the insurer; in this context, “certify” 
means essentially to vouch for in writing. Bur- 
ress v. Sanders, 31 S.W.3d 259, 2000 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 224 (Tenn. Ct. App. 2000). 
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7. No Provision for Liens. dant’s real estate, since the financial responsi- 
Plaintiff who sustains damages as result of bility law does not provide such a remedy. 
alleged negligence of defendant in driving acar Turner v. Harris, 198 Tenn. 654, 281 S.W.2d 


not covered by a public liability insurance 661, 1955 Tenn. LEXIS 418 (1955). 
policy was not entitled to a lien against defen- 


55-12-106. Exceptions to requirement of security and revocation — 
Additional acceptable proof of financial security. 


The requirements of security and revocation contained in this part shall not 
apply to: 

(1) An operator or owner, if the owner had in effect at the time of the 
accident, an automobile liability policy or bond with respect to the vehicle 
involved in the accident, except that an operator shall not be exempt under 
this subdivision (1) if, at the time of the accident, the vehicle was being 
operated without the owner’s permission, either expressed or implied; 

(2) An operator who is not the owner of the vehicle involved in the 
accident, if there was, in effect at the time of the accident, an automobile 
liability policy or bond with respect to driving a vehicle not owned by the 
operator; 

(3) An operator or owner whose liability for damages resulting from the 
accident is, in the judgment of the commissioner, covered by another form of 
liability insurance policy or bond; 

(4) Any owner qualifying as a self-insurer or to any operator of a vehicle 
owned by a person qualifying as a self-insurer as outlined in § 55-12-111; 

(5) Any operator or owner of a motor vehicle involved in an accident 
wherein no injury or damage was caused to the person or property of anyone 
other than the operator or owner; 

(6) An owner of a motor vehicle, if at the time of the accident the vehicle 
was being operated without the owner’s permission, either expressed or 
implied, or was parked by a person who had been operating the motor vehicle 
without permission; 

(7) Any owner or operator who shall submit, on or before the date of 
revocation, proof satisfactory to the commissioner of acceptance of liability 
for the accident and an agreement concerning the payment of damages 
satisfactory to all parties claiming damages. This exemption shall not apply, 
however, if the owner or operator fails to carry out the terms of the 
agreement. The commissioner may at any time within three (3) years after 
the accident, upon notice of such failure, take any action that might have 
been taken had the agreement not been made; 

(8) Vehicles owned by the United States, this state or any political 
subdivision of this state or any municipality therein, or to the operator of any 
vehicle so owned, when the vehicle is involved in an accident; 

(9) Any vehicle owned and operated by a carrier subject to the jurisdiction 
of the department of safety or the interstate commerce commission; 

(10) Any person licensed and engaged in the business of renting or leasing 
motor vehicles to be operated on the public highways shall be required only 
to furnish proof of financial ability to satisfy any judgment or judgments 
rendered against the person in the person’s capacity as owner of the motor 
vehicle, and shall not be required to furnish proof of its financial ability to 
satisfy any judgment or judgments rendered against the person to whom the 
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motor vehicle was rented or leased at the time of the accident; 

(11) A driver or owner of a vehicle that, at the time of the accident, was 
parked, unless the vehicle was parked at a place where parking at the time 
of the accident was prohibited by any applicable law or ordinance, or unless 
the vehicle was parked in an otherwise unlawful manner; 

(12) Any person employed by the government of the United States, while 
the person is acting within the scope of the office or employment and is 
involved in a motor vehicle accident; 

(13) An owner or operator of any vehicle where there is no physical 
contact with another vehicle or object or person, unless a judgment has been 
obtained; 

(14) Adriver or owner of a vehicle who has submitted to the commissioner 
on or before the date of revocation notarized releases executed by all parties 
who have previously filed claims with the department as a result of the 
accident; or 

(15) Any person who has obtained a discharge in bankruptcy that dis- 
charged all claims against the person because of the accident listed in the 
petition; provided, that the discharge shall not relieve the person from the 
requirements of giving and maintaining proof of financial responsibility as 
required by § 55-12-126, and the person must pay a restoration fee of 


sixty-five dollars ($65.00) and pass the driver license examination. 


History. 

Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 6; T.C.A., § 59-1256; 
Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 6; 1986, ch. 842, § 19; 
1995, ch. 305, § 115. 


Cross-References. 
Additional acceptable proof of financial secu- 
rity, § 55-12-105. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., 
Bankruptcy, §§ 2, 8. 


Law Reviews. 

Administrative Law — Financial Responsi- 
bility Act — Revocation of Driver’s License 
Without Hearing, 5 Vand. L. Rev. 96. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Intent of Act. 

. Bankruptcy Debtors. 

. Nonliability of Insurer. 
. Rental Car. 


ee Rwnore 


. Intent of Act. 

It was not the intention of the Financial 
Responsibility Act to place anyone on a pre- 
ferred basis nor to penalize innocent persons, 
but it was simply a means and manner of 
taking off Tennessee highways insolvent auto- 
mobile drivers who did not carry adequate 
automobile liability insurance. Erwin v. State 
Farm Mut. Auto. Ins. Co., 232 F. Supp. 530, 
1964 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 6544 (E.D. Tenn. 1964). 


2. Bankruptcy Debtors. 

Applying this section to bankruptcy debtor 
does not violate the antidiscrimination provi- 
sion of the Bankruptcy Code (11 U.S.C. 
§ 525(a)). In re Norton, 867 F.2d 313, 1989 U.S. 
App. LEXIS 1200 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1989). 


3. Nonliability of Insurer. 

Where insured materially breached policy by 
failure to notify its insurer that an injured 
party had instituted a suit, the fact that the 
automobile liability insurer had filed a required 
safety responsibility form with state certifying 
coverage would not make it liable for judgment 
in favor of injured party, where the material 
breach of the policy contract occurred long after 
the filing of the responsibility form and could 
not have been known to insurer by the exercise 
of diligence. Erwin v. State Farm Mut. Auto. 
Ins. Co., 232 F. Supp. 530, 1964 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 6544 (E.D. Tenn. 1964). 


4. Rental Car. 

Insurer was not entitled to summary judg- 
ment when a motorist was involved in an 
accident while driving a rental company’s car 
because the rental car met the definition of an 
uninsured motor vehicle in the accident vic- 
tim’s insurance policy as it was not owned or 
operated by a self-insurer under any applicable 
Tennessee motor vehicle law. Martin v. Powers, 
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505 S.W.3d 512, 2016 Tenn. LEXIS 736 (Tenn. 
Oct. 24, 2016). 


55-12-107. Minimum requirements of insurance policy or bond for 


security — Acceptable proof of existence of insurance or 
bond. 


(a) No policy or bond shall be effective under § 55-12-106, unless issued by 
an insurance company or surety company licensed to do business in this state, 
except as provided in subsection (b), and unless the policy or bond provides 
security not less than the amounts specified in § 55-12-102. 

(b) No policy or bond shall be effective under § 55-12-106 with respect to 
any motor vehicle that was not registered in this state or that was registered 
elsewhere as of the effective date of the policy or bond or the most recent 
renewal thereof, unless the policy or bond executes a power of attorney 
authorizing the commissioner to accept service on its behalf of notice or process 
of any action upon the policy or bond arising out of the accident. 

(c) The commissioner may rely upon the accuracy of the information in the 
report of an accident as to the existence of insurance or a bond unless and until 


the commissioner has reason to believe that the information is erroneous. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 7; T.C.A., § 59-1257; 
Acts 1983, ch. 58, § 4. 


Law Reviews. 
Underinsured Motorist Coverage in Tennes- 
see, 43 Tenn. L. Rev. 663 (1976). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


Intent of Act. 

Policy Coverage. 

Estoppel. 

Liability of Joint Tortfeasors. 

Multiple Claimants. 

Fleet Insurance Policies. 

Payments from More Than One Policy/In- 
surer. 


1. Intent of Act. 

The object of the Financial Responsibility Act 
is to protect members of the public whereby 
compensation may be collected for injuries 
caused by negligence of motorists operating 
cars without insurance or adequate insurance. 
Erwin v. State Farm Mut. Auto. Ins. Co., 232 F. 
Supp. 530, 1964 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 6544 (E.D. 
Tenn. 1964). 

Any statute applicable to an insurance policy 
becomes part of the policy and such statutory 
provisions override and supersede anything in 
the policy repugnant to the provisions of the 
statute. Thus, all provisions of Tennessee’s un- 
insured/underinsured motorist statutes, as a 
matter of law, become provisions of all automo- 
bile insurance policies issued for delivery in 
Tennessee. Fleming v. Yi, 982 S.W.2d 868, 1998 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 324 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1998), 
rehearing denied, — S.W.3d —, 1998 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 448 (Tenn. Ct. App.1998). 


ae eee 


2. Policy Coverage. 

Where insurance policies contained language 
to the effect that if certain premium charges 
were shown they would “comply with motorists’ 
financial responsibility laws” and _ policies 
showed on their face that such premium 
charges were made, such reference operated to 
incorporate by reference the provisions and 
minimal coverage provided by such law. 
Winecoff v. Nationwide Mut. Ins. Co., 223 Tenn. 
267, 444 S.W.2d 84, 1969 Tenn. LEXIS 411 
(1969). 

The effect of § 56-7-1206 was to permit an 
insurer to limit uninsured motorist coverage to 
the minimum coverage required under this 
section. Keeble v. Allstate Ins. Co., 342 F. Supp. 
963, 1971 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 10924 (E.D. Tenn. 
1971) 

By enactment of § 56-7-1205 as a section of 
the uninsured motorist statutes, it was the 
legislative purpose to provide an insured mo- 
torist a right of recovery under the uninsured 
motorist provisions of his policy only up to the 
statutory required minimum established in 
§ 56-7-1201, and policy provisions operating to 
reduce such coverage where other coverage or 
benefits are available to the insured arising 
from accident causing the loss are valid if such 
provisions do not operate to deny payments to 
an insured of less than the statutory minimum. 
Mathis v. Stacy, 606 S.W.2d 290, 1980 Tenn. 
App. LEXIS 383 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1980). 
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Court upheld policy provisions limiting unin- 
sured motorist recovery so as to deny insurer’s 
liability where vehicle had applicable to it at 
the time of the accident an adequate liability 
insurance policy with respect to person operat- 
ing vehicle and responsible for its use, though 
owner guilty of negligent entrustment was un- 
insured. Mathis v. Stacy, 606 S.W.2d 290, 1980 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 383 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1980). 


3. Estoppel. 

An insurer was not estopped to assert its 
noncoverage of the driver under the liability 
insurance policy although it failed to advise the 
director of the division of financial responsibil- 
ity of its noncoverage. Royal Indem. Co. v. 
Clingan, 364 F.2d 154, 1966 U.S. App. LEXIS 
5239 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1966). 


4. Liability of Joint Tortfeasors. 

The legal liability of more than one person for 
a single tort was immaterial in applying the 
rule that the uninsured motorist statutes man- 
date a right of recovery of up to the statutory 
required minimum. Mathis v. Stacy, 606 S.W.2d 
290, 1980 Tenn. App. LEXIS 383 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1980). 


5. Multiple Claimants. 

Where tortfeasor’s vehicle was covered by a 
policy with the minimum limits required by 
this section, but plaintiffs pro rata share of the 
policy proceeds as one of several injured claim- 
ants was less than the statutory minimum, 
plaintiffs claim against his insurance carrier 
insofar as it was based upon the uninsured 
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motorist statutes or policy provisions could not 
be sustained because the vehicle which injured 
him was insured in accordance with applicable 
state law. Rogers v. Tennessee Farmers Mut. 
Ins. Co., 620 S.W.2d 476, 1981 Tenn. LEXIS 
474, 24 A.L.R.4th 1 (Tenn. 1981), superseded by 
statute as stated in, Dockins v. Balboa Ins. Co., 
764 S.W.2d 529, 1989 Tenn. LEXIS 3 (Tenn. 
1989). 


6. Fleet Insurance Policies. 

Under fleet insurance policy, designed to 
cover a number of vehicles, uninsured motorist 
coverage was limited to $25,000 as contained in 
the contract, and was not raised by operation of 
Tennessee statutes to $1,000,000, the same as 
the policy limits for general liability insurance 
coverage. Burns v. Aetna Casualty & Surety 
Co., 741 S.W.2d 318, 1987 Tenn. LEXIS 1075 
(Tenn. 1987). 


7. Payments from More Than One Policy/ 
Insurer. 

Because a reductions clause in an insurance 
contract was ambiguous, and resort to T.C.A. 
§ 56-7-1201, T.C.A. § 55-12-107(a), and T.C.A. 
§ 56-7-1205, did not resolve the issue, and 
Tennessee law required that the contract be 
construed in favor of the insured, when calcu- 
lating the benefits to be paid to each of two 
estates, an insurer was entitled to an offset 
only for the primary insurer’s benefit payment 
to that estate, not the payments made to both 
estates. Harvey v. Tuan T. Tran, 420 F. Supp. 2d 
831, 2006 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 16590 (M.D. Tenn. 
2006). 


55-12-1008. Duration of suspension or revocation for failure to report 
accident or deposit security — Restoration — Determina- 
tion of fault inadmissible in court of law. 


(a) Any license, registration, or nonresident’s operating privilege suspended 
or revoked under authority of this part shall remain suspended or revoked and 
shall not be renewed, nor shall any license or registration be issued to the 


person until: 


(1) The person whose driver license and registration have been suspended 
by authority of § 55-12-104 shall file an accident report and pay a restora- 
tion fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00); 

(2) Acourt has rendered a final judgment that relieves the revoked person 
of any liability for the accident for which failure to deposit security caused 


revocation; 


(3) One (1) year from the date of the accident has expired and proof is 
submitted that no court action has been brought as a result of the accident 
or when the revoked party has deposited security; 

(4) Acourt has rendered a judgment and the judgment is paid, payment 
of which relieves the revoked party of any further liability for the accident 
for which failure to deposit security caused revocation; 

(5) The owner or operator files with the commissioner notarized releases 
executed by all parties who have previously filed claims with the department 
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as a result of the accident; 

(6) The person submits a discharge in bankruptcy that discharges all 
claims of persons involved in the accident with that person; provided, that 
the discharge from payment of the claims shall not relieve the person from 
the financial responsibility requirements specified in subdivision (a)(8); 

(7) The owner or operator submits proof satisfactory to the commissioner 
of acceptance of liability for the accident and an agreement satisfactory to all 
parties claiming damages concerning the payment of damages; provided, 
however, that, if the owner or operator fails to carry out the terms of the 
agreement, the commissioner may at any time within three (3) years after 
the accident, upon notice of such failure, take any action that the commis- 
sioner might have taken had the agreement not been made; or 

(8) The person, in addition to the requirements of subdivisions (a)(3)-(7) 
for restoration of privileges, shall also give and maintain proof of financial 
responsibility as required under § 55-12-126, pay a sixty-five-dollar resto- 
ration fee and pass the driver license examination as a condition precedent 
to the restoration of such privileges. 

(b) The determination by the department as to fault shall be purely an 
administrative decision and shall not be admissible in any court of law. 

(c) If a motor vehicle operator or owner has met the requirements set forth 
in subsection (a) to have the registration of a motor vehicle reinstated, the 
commissioner of revenue, upon request of the commissioner of safety and upon 
payment to the commissioner of revenue of the appropriate motor vehicle 
registration fees provided by § 55-4-111, § 55-4-112 or § 55-4-113, shall 
immediately make that reinstatement. 


History. 

Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 8; T.C.A., § 59-1258; 
Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 6; 1980, ch. 868, § 4; 
1986, ch. 842, §§ 20, 21, 27; 2007, ch. 484, § 81. 


Cross-References. 

Restoration of privileges revoked or sus- 
pended for failure to report accident, § 55-12- 
104. 


Rule Reference. 
This section is referred to in the Advisory 


Commission Comments under Rule 803 of the 
Tennessee Rules of Evidence. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Law of Evidence (2nd ed., Cohen, 
Paine and Sheppeard), Rule 803(8); § 803(8).3. 


Law Reviews. 
Discovery and Admissibility of Accident Re- 
ports (Donald F. Paine), 27 Tenn. B.J. 25. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Constitutionality. 
2. Proof of Financial Responsibility. 


1. Constitutionality. 

In exempting from the proof of financial re- 
sponsibility requirement those motorists not 
involved in court action within the year after 
the accident, this section treated motorists dif- 
ferently without any rational basis for the dif- 
ferentiation, the unconstitutional effect of 
which was to discourage vindication of rights 
by application to the courts. Beazley v. Armour, 


420 F. Supp. 503, 1976 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 16098 
(M.D. Tenn. 1976). 


2. Proof of Financial Responsibility. 

Where an opinion of the attorney general 
concluded that the financial responsibility re- 
quirement applied to motorists not involved in 
court action within one year after the accident, 
the opinion represented an attempt to amend 
the former section by administrative fiat and as 
such could be given no operative effect. Beazley 
v. Armour, 420 F. Supp. 503, 1976 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 16098 (M.D. Tenn. 1976). 
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55-12-109. Report of suspension or revocation of nonresident’s oper- 
ating privileges — Revocation or suspension of resident’s 
registration and operating privileges for accidents in 
other states — Restoration. 


(a) When a nonresident’s operating privilege is suspended or revoked 
pursuant to this part, the commissioner shall transmit a certified copy of the 
record of this action to the official in charge of the issuance of licenses and 
registration certificates in the state in which the nonresident resides, if the law 
of the other state provides for action in relation thereto similar to the 
provisions set forth in subsection (b). 

(b) Upon receipt of a certification that the operating privilege of a resident 
of this state has been suspended or revoked in any other state pursuant to a 
law providing for its suspension or revocation for failure to deposit security for 
the payment of judgments arising out of a motor vehicle accident under 
circumstances that would require the commissioner to suspend or revoke a 
nonresident’s operating privilege had the accident occurred in this state, the 
commissioner shall suspend or revoke the license and immediately upon 
request by the commissioner of safety, the commissioner of revenue shall 
suspend or revoke all registrations of the operator and owner of a motor vehicle 
involved in the accident. The suspension or revocation shall continue until the 
resident furnishes the commissioner of safety evidence of compliance with the 
law of the other state relating to the deposit of such security, gives and 
maintains proof of financial responsibility as required under § 55-12-126, pays 
a sixty-five-dollar restoration fee to the commissioner of safety, and passes a 
driver license examination as a condition precedent to the restoration of such 
privilege. If the motor vehicle operator or owner has met the requirements set 
forth in this subsection (b) to have the registration of a motor vehicle 
reinstated, the commissioner of revenue, upon request of the commissioner of 
safety and upon payment to the commissioner of revenue of the appropriate 
motor vehicle registration fees provided by § 55-4-111, § 55-4-112 or § 55-4- 
113, shall immediately make that reinstatement. 

(c) At any time after five (5) years from the date of revocation, the 
department of safety may, in its own discretion, or upon request of the person 
required to furnish proof of financial responsibility, release the requirement of 
that proof, if the records of the department of safety establish that the person, 
during the preceding five-year period, has not been convicted of any offense 
authorizing or requiring the suspension or revocation of a license or registra- 
tion by the department of safety, the department of revenue or a court arising 
from a conviction for a violation of the law. If the department of safety, 
pursuant to this subsection (c), releases the requirement that a person furnish 
proof of financial responsibility, and if that person’s motor vehicle registration 
has been revoked or suspended due to failure to furnish that proof, then the 
commissioner of safety shall request that the commissioner of revenue rein- 
state the motor vehicle owner’s registration and, upon payment to the 
commissioner of revenue of the appropriate motor vehicle registration fees 
provided by § 55-4-111, § 55- 4-112 or § 55-4-113, the registration shall be 
reinstated immediately. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, this 
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subsection (c) shall not apply if there is an unsatisfied judgment based on a 
motor vehicle accident. 


History. Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 6; 1986, ch. 842, §§ 27, 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 9; T.C.A., § 59-1259; 28; 2007, ch. 484, § 82. 


55-12-110. Proof of damages sustained — Determination of amount of 
financial security required. 


(a) Any party who has suffered damages as a result of an accident may 
submit to the commissioner an affidavit or an accident report showing thereon 
the amount of damages suffered. The affidavit or accident report, when 
properly executed, shall, for the purpose of this chapter, be accepted by the 
commissioner as satisfactory evidence to indicate the amount of actual 
damages, unless evidence to the contrary is received, in which case the 
commissioner shall, for the purposes of this chapter, determine the damages 
from written evidence submitted to the commissioner. 

(b) In no case shall security be required that is greater in amount than that 
specified in § 55-12-102, and in no event shall this security be in an amount 
less than five hundred dollars ($500). 

(c) In any case where the amount of security required in this section is 
questioned by any party required to deposit security, that party shall deposit 
security in the maximum amount as designated in subsection (b) until the 
amount of actual damages suffered is determined by a final judgment of a court 
of competent jurisdiction. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 10; T.C.A., § 59-1260; 
Acts 1983, ch. 53, § 5. 


55-12-1111. Self-insurers. 


(a) Any person in whose name more than twenty-five (25) vehicles are 
registered may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a certificate of self- 
insurance from the commissioner as provided in subsection (c). 

(b) Any recognized religious sect or division having established tenets or 
teachings and that has been in existence at all times since December 31, 1950, 
may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a certificate of self-insurance from 
the commissioner as provided in subsection (c) if the department determines 
that all of the following conditions are met: 

(1) Members of the religious sect or division operate more than twenty- 
five (25) motor vehicles that are registered in this state and are either owned 
or leased by them; 

(2) The members hold a common belief in mutual financial assistance in 
time of need to the extent that they share in financial obligations of other 
members who would otherwise be unable to meet their obligations; 

(3) The religious sect or division is financially solvent and not subject to 
any actions in bankruptcy, trusteeship, receivership or any other court 
proceeding in which the sect or division’s financial solvency is in question; 

(4) Neither the religious sect or division nor any of its participating 
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members has any judgments arising out of the operation, maintenance or 

use of a motor vehicle taken against them that have remained unsatisfied for 

more than thirty (30) days after becoming final; and 

(5) There are no other factors that cause the department to believe that 
the religious sect or division and its members are not of sufficient financial 
ability to pay judgments taken against them. 

(c) The commissioner has the discretion, upon the application of the person 
or religious sect or division, to issue a certificate of self-insurance when 
satisfied that the person or religious sect or division is possessed and will 
continue to be possessed of an ability to pay any judgments that might be 
rendered against the person or religious sect or division. 

(d) The commissioner may, at any time after the issuance of a certificate of 
self-insurance, cancel the certificate by giving thirty (30) days’ written notice of 
cancellation should there be reason to believe that the person or religious sect 
or division to whom this certificate was issued is no longer qualified as a 
self-insurer under this section. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 11; T.C.A., § 59-1261; 
Acts 2002, ch. 549, § 1. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Uninsured Vehicle. tim’s insurance policy as it was not owned or 
Insurer was not entitled to summary judg- _ operated by a self-insurer under any applicable 
ment when a motorist was involved in an _ Tennessee motor vehicle law. Martin v. Powers, 


accident while driving a rental company’s car 505 S.W.3d 512, 2016 Tenn. LEXIS 736 (Tenn. 
because the rental car met the definition of an Oct, 24, 2016). 
uninsured motor vehicle in the accident vic- 


55-12-112. Custody of security — Payment of judgments — Return of 
deposit. 


(a) Any money deposited with the commissioner in compliance with the 
requirements of this chapter shall be deposited by the commissioner in the 
custody of the state treasurer, and shall be applicable only to the payment of 
a judgment or judgments rendered against the person making the deposit or 
the person in whose behalf the deposit was made. The commissioner is 
authorized to pay out of any funds deposited in compliance with the require- 
ments of this chapter, the amount of any final judgment returned against the 
party making the deposit or the person in whose behalf the deposit was made, 
upon receipt of a certified copy of the final judgment. 

(b) After expiration of one (1) year from the date of the accident for which 
deposit has been made, the commissioner shall, upon receipt of a sworn 
statement of the party making the deposit that no court action has been 
brought as a result of the accident for which the deposit was made, return the 
deposit to the person making the deposit. Should the commissioner have 
reason to believe that this sworn statement is not true, additional proof may be 
required to substantiate the statement as the commissioner considers neces- 
sary. 
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History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 12; T.C.A., § 59-1262. 


55-12-113. “Conviction” defined. 


“Conviction” includes a failure to satisfy a citation, a refusal to submit to a 
drug or alcohol test, or a forfeiture of bail or other security deposited to secure 
the defendant’s appearance in court, which forfeiture has not been vacated. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 13; T.C.A., § 59-1263; 
Acts 1986, ch. 842, § 22. 


55-12-114. Suspension of all registrations upon suspension or revoca- 
tion of license — Exception upon filing proof of financial 
responsibility — Release — Compliance by Tennessee resi- 
dent moving to or returning from another state. 


(a) Whenever the commissioner of safety, under any law of this state, 
suspends or revokes the license of any person by reason of a conviction, then 
the commissioner of safety shall request that the commissioner of revenue 
suspend or revoke all registrations in the name of that person and those 
registrations shall be suspended or revoked immediately; provided, that the 
registrations in the name of that person shall not be suspended, unless 
otherwise required by law, if that person has previously given or shall 
immediately give and shall maintain for three (3) years, proof of financial 
responsibility. 

(b) Prior to the issuance of a restricted license as authorized by §§ 55-10- 
409, 55-50-502 and 55-50-505, the licensee shall give and maintain for the 
duration of the license’s suspension or revocation proof of financial responsi- 
bility as required by § 55-12-126. 

(c) When the person’s license or registrations or both license and registra- 
tions are restored after suspension or revocation, the person shall give and 
shall maintain for three (3) years proof of financial responsibility as required 
by § 55-12-126, pay a one hundred-dollar restoration fee and pass the driver 
license examination as a condition precedent to the restoration of the license. 
Any person convicted of driving on a revoked license pursuant to § 55-50-504, 
when the original suspension or revocation was made for a violation of an 
offense not requiring mandatory revocation, shall pay a sixty-five-dollar 
restoration fee. Upon restoration of a person’s license, the commissioner of 
safety shall request that the commissioner of revenue reinstate the motor 
vehicle owner’s registration and, upon payment to the commissioner of 
revenue of the appropriate motor vehicle registration fees provided by § 55- 
4-111, § 55-4-112 or § 55-4-113, that registration shall be reinstated immedi- 
ately. 

(d) At any time after five (5) years from the date of revocation, the 
department of safety may, in its own discretion, or upon request of the person 
required to furnish proof of financial responsibility, release the requirement of 
that proof, if the records of the department of safety establish that the person, 
during the preceding five-year period, has not been convicted of any offense 
authorizing or requiring the suspension or revocation of a license or registra- 
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tion by the department of safety or by the department of revenue, and has not 
suffered suspension, revocation, prohibition, or cancellation of license as 
ordered by the department of safety or by a court. If the department of safety, 
pursuant to this subsection (d), releases the requirement that a person furnish 
proof of financial responsibility, and if that person’s motor vehicle registration 
has been suspended or revoked due to failure to furnish that proof, then the 
commissioner of safety shall request that the commissioner of revenue rein- 
state the motor vehicle owner’s registration and, upon payment of the 
appropriate motor vehicle registration fees to the commissioner of revenue 
provided by § 55-4-111, § 55-4-112 or § 55-4-118, the registration shall be 
reinstated immediately. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, this 
subsection (d) shall not apply if there is an unsatisfied judgment based on a 
motor vehicle accident. 

(e) A Tennessee resident who moves to another state during the period of 
any cancellation, suspension, or revocation in this state shall be deemed to be 
in compliance with this section when certification is received by the depart- 
ment that financial responsibility laws have been met in the new state, and 
upon meeting all other requirements and conditions for reinstatement of 
driving privileges in this state. If the person returns to this state as a legal 
Tennessee resident and reapplies for a Tennessee driver license, the require- 
ments for regaining driving privileges shall be the same as any other 
Tennessee resident. 

(f) When any driver licensed in another state applies for a Tennessee driver 
license, and a cancellation, suspension, or revocation action from the former 
state is in effect, the department, upon compliance with provisions of this title, 
may issue a Tennessee driver license to the driver as if the original action had 
been taken in this state. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 14; T.C.A., § 59-1264; Suspension or revocation under this section 
Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 6; 1980, ch. 868, § 1; to be effective for three years, § 55-12-116. 
1986, ch. 842, §§ 27, 28; 1991, ch. 121, § 1; 

1998, ch. 682, §§ 2, 3; 2001, ch. 110, § 2; 2007, 
ch. 484, § 88; 2013, ch. 154, § 43. 


55-12-115. Suspension of driver license for failure to comply with 
financial responsibility law. 


(a) Upon receipt by the commissioner of a record of conviction of failing to 
show evidence of financial responsibility pursuant to § 55-12-139, the com- 
missioner shall suspend the driver license of the person convicted of this 
offense. 

(b)(1) The person may obtain reinstatement of the person’s driver license by 

meeting the following requirements: 

(A) Submitting evidence of financial responsibility as required by this 
section; and 
(B) Paying the fee provided for in § 55-12-129. 
(2) After satisfying the requirements of subdivision (b)(1), the person will 
be entitled to the return of such operating privileges upon successfully 
passing a driver license examination. 
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History. Attorney General Opinions. 

Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 15; 1978, ch. 645, § 1; Applicability to persons convicted of driving 
T.C.A., § 59-1265; Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 6; on expired license tags, OAG 90-24, 1990 Tenn. 
1986, ch. 842, §§ 23, 27; 1995, ch. 305, § 116; AG LEXIS 15 (2/27/90). 

1998, ch. 682, § 4; 2001, ch. 292, § 8. 


55-12-116. Duration of suspension or revocation under § 55-12-114 — 
Restoration. 


(a) Where proof of financial responsibility is required by § 55-12-114, the 
license and registration shall remain suspended or revoked and shall not at 
any time thereafter be renewed, nor shall any license be thereafter issued to 
the person, nor shall any motor vehicle be thereafter registered in the name of 
the person, until permitted under the motor vehicle laws of this state and not 
then until the operator shall give, and maintain for three (3) years, proof of 
financial responsibility, as required by § 55-12-126, pay a sixty-five-dollar 
restoration fee and pass the driver license examination as a condition prec- 
edent to the restoration of the license. Upon restoration of a person’s license, 
the commissioner of safety shall request that the commissioner of revenue 
reinstate the motor vehicle owner’s registration and, upon payment to the 
commissioner of revenue of the appropriate motor vehicle registration fees 
provided by § 55-4-111, § 55-4-112 or § 55-4-113, the registration shall be 
reinstated immediately. 

(b) At any time after five (5) years from the date of revocation, the 
department of safety may, in its own discretion, or upon request of the person 
required to furnish proof of financial responsibility, release the requirement of 
that proof, if the records of the department of safety establish that the person, 
during the preceding five-year period, has not been convicted of any offense 
authorizing or requiring the suspension or revocation of a license or registra- 
tion by the department of safety or the department of revenue, and has not 
suffered suspension, revocation, prohibition, or cancellation of license or 
registration arising from a conviction or a violation of law as ordered by the 
department or a court. If the department of safety, pursuant to this subsection 
(b), releases the requirement that a person furnish proof of financial respon- 
sibility, and if that person’s motor vehicle registration has been suspended or 
revoked due to failure to furnish that proof, then the commissioner of safety 
shall request that the commissioner of revenue reinstate the motor vehicle 
owner’s registration and, upon payment to the commissioner of revenue of the 
appropriate motor vehicle registration fees provided by § 55-4-111, § 55-4-112 
or § 55-4-113, the registration shall be reinstated immediately. Notwithstand- 
ing any other law to the contrary, this subsection (b) shall not apply if there is 
an unsatisfied judgment based on a motor vehicle accident. 


History. Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 6; 1986, ch. 842, §§ 27, 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 16; T.C.A., § 59-1266; 29; 2007, ch. 484, § 84. 


55-12-117. Duration of nonresident’s suspension or revocation for 
failure to file proof of financial responsibility following 
conviction — Restoration. 


(a) Whenever, by reason of a conviction, the commissioner of safety sus- 
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pends or revokes a nonresident’s operating privileges in this state, or requests 
that the commissioner of revenue suspend or revoke that person’s registration 
privileges, the privileges shall remain suspended or revoked as permitted 
under the motor vehicle laws of this state until that person immediately gives, 
and maintains for three (3) years, proof of financial responsibility as required 
by § 55-12-126 and pays to the commissioner of safety a sixty-five-dollar 
restoration fee. Upon restoration of that person’s license, the commissioner of 
safety shall request that the commissioner of revenue reinstate that person’s 
motor vehicle owner’s registration and, upon payment to the commissioner of 
revenue of the appropriate motor vehicle registration fees provided by § 55- 
4-111, § 55-4-112 or § 55-4-113, the registration shall be reinstated immedi- 
ately. 

(b) At any time after five (5) years from the date of revocation, the 
department of safety may, in its own discretion, or upon request of the person 
required to furnish proof of financial responsibility, release the requirement of 
that proof, if the records of the department of safety establish that the person, 
during the preceding five-year period, has not been convicted of any offense 
authorizing or requiring the suspension or revocation of a license or registra- 
tion by the department of safety or by the department of revenue and has not 
suffered suspension, revocation, prohibition, or cancellation of license or 
registration arising from a conviction or a violation of law as ordered by the 
department or a court. If the department of safety, pursuant to this subsection 
(b), releases the requirement that a person furnish proof of financial respon- 
sibility, and if that person’s motor vehicle registration has been suspended or 
revoked due to failure to furnish that proof, then the commissioner of safety 
shall request that the commissioner of revenue reinstate the motor vehicle 
owner’s registration and, upon payment to the commissioner of revenue of the 
appropriate motor vehicle registration fees provided by § 55-4-111, § 55-4-112 
or § 55-4-118, the registration shall be reinstated immediately. Notwithstand- 
ing any other law to the contrary, this subsection (b) shall not apply if there is 
an unsatisfied judgment based on a motor vehicle accident. 


History. Attorney General Opinions. 

Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 17; T.C.A., § 59-1267; Effect of waiver of proof of financial respon- 
Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 6; 1986, ch. 842, §§ 27, _ sibility on fee requirements, OAG 98-017, 1998 
29; 2007, ch. 484, § 85. Tenn. AG LEXIS 17 (1/15/98). 


55-12-118. Proof of financial responsibility required on final judgment 
— Suspension or revocation for failure to file proof — 
Restoration. 


(a) Upon receipt of a certified copy of final judgment, the commissioner of 
safety shall immediately revoke the operator’s license of any resident of this 
state and any nonresident’s operating privileges in this state against whom 
judgment is rendered, if the judgment is not paid within sixty (60) days from 
the date of final judgment, and no restriction as to time based on the 
commissioner’s authority elsewhere in this chapter shall be a bar to that action 
under the authority of this section; provided, that any judgment paid to the 
extent of the limits of financial responsibility specified in § 55-12-102 shall, for 
the purpose of this section, be considered paid. Immediately upon request by 
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the commissioner of safety, the commissioner of revenue shall revoke all of the 
motor vehicle registrations of any resident or nonresident against whom the 
judgment is rendered, if the judgment is not paid within sixty (60) days from 
the date of final judgment. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply if the parties to the judgment submit on or 
before the date of revocation proof satisfactory to the commissioner that the 
parties have entered into an agreement satisfactory to all parties concerning 
the payment of their damages. 

(c) Any license or registration revoked under the authority of this section 
shall remain revoked until it is stayed, satisfied in full as to the extent outlined 
in subsection (a) or (b), and until the person whose license and registration 
were revoked shall give and maintain proof of financial responsibility as 
required by § 55-12-126, pay a one-hundred-dollar restoration fee as required 
by § 55-12-129, and pass a driver license examination as a condition precedent 
to the restoration of such privileges. If the department of safety, pursuant to 
this subsection (c), reinstates a person’s operator’s license that has been 
revoked under the authority of this section, then the commissioner of safety 
shall request that the commissioner of revenue reinstate that person’s motor 
vehicle registrations revoked under authority of this section and, upon 
payment to the commissioner of revenue of the appropriate motor vehicle 
registration fees provided by § 55-4-111, § 55-4-112 or § 55-4-113, the regis- 
trations shall be reinstated immediately. 


History. 

Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 18; T.C.A., § 59-1268; 
Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 6; 1983, ch. 53, § 6; 1986, 
ch. 842, § 27; 1998, ch. 682, § 5; 2007, ch. 484, 
§ 86. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 


the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 


feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
licenses are issued in one of the classes speci- 
fied in § 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


55-12-119. Proof of financial responsibility with respect to a motor 
vehicle or a person not the owner of the vehicle. 


Proof of financial responsibility, when required under this chapter with 
respect to a motor vehicle or with respect to a person who is not the owner of 
the motor vehicle, may be given by filing: 

(1) A certificate of insurance as provided in § 55-12-120; 
(2) Abond as provided in § 55-12-102; 
(3) A deposit in cash with the commissioner of no less than the amount 


specified in § 55-12-102; or 


(4) A certificate of self-insurance, as provided in § 55-12-111. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 19; T.C.A., § 59-1269; 
Acts 1983, ch. 53, § 7. 


Law Reviews. 
Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 


Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Nonliability of Insurer. 

Where insured materially breached policy by 
failure to notify its insurer that an injured 
party had instituted a suit, the fact that the 
automobile liability insurer had filed a required 
safety responsibility form with state certifying 
coverage would not make it liable for judgment 


in favor of injured party, where the material 
breach of the policy contract occurred long after 
the filing of the responsibility form and could 
not have been known to insurer by the exercise 
of diligence. Erwin v. State Farm Mut. Auto. 
Ins. Co., 232 F. Supp. 530, 1964 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 6544 (E.D. Tenn. 1964). 


55-12-120. Certificate of insurance as proof of financial responsibility. 


Proof of financial responsibility may be furnished by filing with the commis- 
sioner the written certificate of any insurance carrier duly authorized to do 
business in this state, certifying that there is in effect a motor vehicle liability 
policy for the benefit of the person required to furnish proof of financial 
responsibility. This certificate shall give the effective date of the motor vehicle 
liability policy, which date shall be the same as the effective date of the 
certificate, and shall designate by explicit description or by appropriate 
reference all motor vehicles covered thereby, unless the policy is issued to a 


person who is not the owner of the motor vehicle. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 20; T.C.A., § 59-1270. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Law of Evidence (2nd ed., Cohen, 
Paine and Sheppeard), § 501.21. 


Law Reviews. 

Insurance — Financial Responsibility Stat- 
ute — Applicability to First Accident, 39 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 192 (1971). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Nonliability of Insurer. 

Where insured materially breached policy by 
failure to notify its insurer that an injured 
party had instituted a suit, the fact that the 
automobile liability insurer had filed a required 
safety responsibility form with state certifying 
coverage would not make it liable for judgment 


in favor of injured party, where the material 
breach of the policy contract occurred long after 
the filing of the responsibility form and could 
not have been known to insurer by the exercise 
of diligence. Erwin v. State Farm Mut. Auto. 
Ins. Co., 232 F. Supp. 530, 1964 U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 6544 (E.D. Tenn. 1964). 


55-12-121. Certificate of insurance by nonresident as proof of financial 
responsibility — Agreement to accept service of process on 


commissioner. 


A nonresident may give proof of financial responsibility by filing with the 
commissioner a written certificate or certificates of an insurance carrier 
licensed to transact business in the state in which the motor vehicle, or motor 
vehicles, owned by the nonresident is registered, or in the state in which the 
nonresident resides if the nonresident does not own a motor vehicle; provided, 
that the certificate otherwise conforms with this part. The commissioner shall 
accept the certificate upon condition that the insurance carrier complies with 
the following provisions with respect to the policies so certified: 

(1) The insurance carrier shall execute a power of attorney authorizing 
the commissioner to accept service on its behalf of notice or process in any 
action arising out of a motor vehicle accident in this state; and 

(2) The insurance carrier shall agree in writing that the policies shall be 
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deemed to conform with the laws of this state relating to the terms of motor 
vehicle liability policies issued therein. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 21; T.C.A., § 59-1271. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Nonliability of Insurer. 

Where insured materially breached policy by 
failure to notify its insurer that an injured 
party had instituted a suit, the fact that the 
automobile liability insurer had filed a required 
safety responsibility form with state certifying 
coverage would not make it liable for judgment 


in favor of injured party, where the material 
breach of the policy contract occurred long after 
the filing of the responsibility form and could 
not have been known to insurer by the exercise 
of diligence. Erwin v. State Farm Mut. Auto. 
Ins. Co., 232 F. Supp. 530, 1964.U.S. Dist. 
LEXIS 6544 (E.D. Tenn. 1964). 


55-12-122. Motor vehicle liability policy — Contents. 


(a) An owner’s policy of liability insurance shall designate, by explicit 
description or by appropriate reference, all motor vehicles with respect to 
which coverage is thereby granted; and shall insure the person named therein, 
and any other person using the motor vehicle or motor vehicles with the 
express or implied permission of the named insured, against loss from the 
liability imposed by law for damages arising out of the ownership, mainte- 
nance, or use of the motor vehicle or motor vehicles within the United States 
or the Dominion of Canada, subject to limits, exclusive of interest and costs, 
with respect to each such motor vehicle, which are set forth in § 55-12-102. 

(b) An operator’s policy of liability insurance shall insure the person named 
as insured therein against loss from the liability imposed upon the insured by 
law for damages arising out of the use by the insured of any motor vehicle not 
owned by the insured within the same territorial limits and subject to the same 
limits of liability as are set forth above with respect to an owner’s policy of 
liability insurance. 

(c) A motor vehicle liability policy shall state the name and address of the 
named insured, the coverage afforded by the policy, the premium charged 
therefor, the policy period and the limits of liability, and shall contain an 
agreement or endorsement that insurance is provided thereunder in accor- 
dance with the coverage defined in this part with respect to bodily injury and 
death or property damage, or both, and is subject to all of this part. 

(d) The motor vehicle liability policy need not insure any liability under any 
workers’ compensation law nor any liability on account of bodily injury to or 
death of an employee of the insured while engaged in the employment, other 
than domestic, of the insured, or while engaged in the operation, maintenance 
or repair of the vehicle nor any liability for damage to property owned by, 
rented to, in charge of, or transported by the insured. 

(e) Every motor vehicle liability policy shall be subject to the following 
provisions, which need not be contained therein: 

(1) The liability of the insurance carrier, with respect to the insurance 
required by this part, shall become absolute whenever injury or damage 
covered by the motor vehicle liability policy occurs. The policy may not be 
cancelled or annulled as to the liability by any agreement between the 
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insurance carrier and the insured after the occurrence of the injury or 
damage. No statement made by the insured or on behalf of the insured and 
no violation of the policy provisions shall defeat or void the policy. Further, 
absent a finding of fault on the part of the insured, the policy may not be 
cancelled or annulled solely due to involvement in a not at fault accident; 

(2) The satisfaction by the insured of a judgment for the injury or damage 
shall not be a condition precedent to the right or duty of the insurance 
carrier to make payment on account of the injury or damage; 

(3) The insurance carrier shall have the right to settle any claim covered 
by the policy, and if the settlement is made in good faith, the amount thereof 
shall be deductible from the limits of liability specified in subsection (a); and 

(4) The policy, the written application thereof, if any, and any riders or 
endorsements that do not conflict with this part, shall constitute the entire 
contract between the parties. 

(f) Any policy that grants the coverage required for a motor vehicle liability 
policy may also grant any lawful coverage in excess of or in addition to the 
coverage specified for a motor vehicle liability policy, and the excess or 
additional coverage shall not be subject to this part. With respect to a policy 
that grants the excess or additional coverage, “motor vehicle liability policy” 
applies only to that part of the coverage that is required by this section. 

(g) Any motor vehicle liability policy may provide that the insured shall 
reimburse the insurance carrier for any payment the carrier would not have 
been obligated to make under the terms of the policy except for this part. 

(h) Any motor vehicle liability policy may provide for the proration of the 
insurance thereunder with other valid and collectible insurance. 

(i) The requirements for a motor vehicle liability policy may be fulfilled by 
the policies of one (1) or more insurance carriers which policies together meet 
these requirements. 

(j) Any binder issued pending the issuance of a motor vehicle liability policy 
shall be deemed to fulfill the requirements for the policy. 


Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 22; T.C.A., § 59-1272; 
Acts 1988, ch. 58, § 8; 1997, ch. 394, § 1. 


Law Reviews. 
Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 
Analysis 


see Farmers Mut. Ins. Co., 218 Tenn. 465, 404 


Pedal table, S.W.2d 480, 1966 Tenn. LEXIS 644 (1966). 


Coverage. 
Proration. 
Construction With Other Sections. 


. Legal Liability. 


2. Coverage. 

Failure of insurance company to notify de- 
partment of safety that it denied liability under 
automobile policy did not estop company from 
denying liability for medical payments under 


Ea SN 


Financial responsibility law was concerned 
with ability of driver to pay for bodily injury 
and property damage for which he might be- 
come legally liable and did not affect separate 
and distinct provisions of policy relating to 
medical payments wherein there was no re- 
quirement for legai liability. Schultz v. Tennes- 


omnibus clause of policy which was not a part of 
coverage required by this chapter. Schultz v. 
Tennessee Farmers Mut. Ins. Co., 218 Tenn. 
465, 404 S.W.2d 480, 1966 Tenn. LEXIS 644 
(1966). 

Limitation in owner’s automobile insurance 
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policy excluding from coverage nonowned auto- 
mobiles used in the automobile business was 
proper. Aetna Casualty & Surety Co. v. Marti- 
nez, 225 Tenn. 687, 475 S.W.2d 663, 1972 Tenn. 
LEXIS 406 (1972). 


3. Proration. 

Where driver of loaned automobile had an 
“excess insurance” clause in her policy and 
automobile dealer which owned automobile had 
a “pro rata” clause in its policy, loss would be 
prorated between the carriers on basis of actual 
amount of coverage rather than the amount 
required by the financial responsibility act. 
Commercial Union Ins. Co. v. Universal Under- 
writers, 223 Tenn. 80, 442 S.W.2d 614, 1969 
Tenn. LEXIS 392 (1969), overruled, McManus 
v. State Farm Mut. Auto. Ins. Co., 225 Tenn. 
106, 463 S.W.2d 702, 1971 Tenn. LEXIS 283 
(1971), overruled in part, McManus v. State 
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Farm Mut. Auto. Ins. Co., 225 Tenn. 106, 463 
S.W.2d 702, 1971 Tenn. LEXIS 283 (1971). 


4. Construction With Other Sections. 

While the Tennessee supreme court agreed 
with the insured (injured as a passenger in her 
own car), that household and family exclusions 
might arguably have seemed contrary to the 
legislative intent expressed in the Tennessee 
Financial Responsibility Act, the supreme court 
was nevertheless constrained by T.C.A. § 56-7- 
121; § 56-7-121 was not limited by its terms to 
Title 56 of the Tennessee Code, and the su- 
preme court held that family or household 
exclusions in automobile liability insurance 
policies did not violate Tennessee law or public 
policy. Purkey v. Am. Home Assur. Co., 173 
S.W.3d 703, 2005 Tenn. LEXIS 796 (Tenn. 
2005). 


55-12-123. Notice of cancellation or termination of certified policy. 


When an insurance carrier has certified a motor vehicle liability policy under 
§ 55-12-120, insurance so certified shall not be cancelled or terminated until at 
least ten (10) days after notice of cancellation or termination of the insurance 
so certified shall be filed with the commissioner, except that such a policy 
subsequently procured and certified shall, on the effective date of its certifica- 
tion, terminate the insurance previously certified with respect to any motor 
vehicles designated in both certificates. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 23; T.C.A., § 59-1278. 


55-12-124. Other auto liability policies not affected. 


(a) This part shall not be held to apply to or affect policies of automobile 
insurance against liability that may now or hereafter be required by any other 
law of this state, and such policies, if they contain an agreement or are 
endorsed to conform with the requirements of this part, may be certified as 
proof of financial responsibility under this part. 

(b) This part shall not be held to apply to or affect policies insuring solely the 
insured named in the policy against liability resulting from the maintenance or 
use by persons in the insured’s employ or on the insured’s behalf of motor 
vehicles not owned by the insured. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 24; T.C.A., § 59-1274. 


55-12-125. Cancellation of bond or policy — Return of deposit. 


(a) The commissioner shall upon request consent to the immediate cancel- 
lation of any bond or certificate of insurance, or shall direct, and the state 
treasurer shall return to the person entitled thereto, any money deposited as 
proof of financial responsibility, or the commissioner shall waive the require- 
ment of filing proof, in any of the following events: 
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(1) At any time after three (3) years from the date the proof was required 
when, during the three-year period preceding the request, the commissioner 
has not received record of a conviction that would require or permit the 
suspension or revocation of the license, registration or nonresident’s oper- 
ating privilege of the person by or for whom the proof was furnished; 

(2) In the event of the death of the person on whose behalf the proof was 
filed or the permanent incapacity of the person to operate a motor vehicle; or 

(3) If the license of a person who has given proof is surrendered to the 
commissioner of safety and the person’s registration is surrendered to the 
commissioner of revenue. 

(b) The commissioner shall not consent to the cancellation of any bond or 
return of any money in the event any action for damages, upon a liability 
covered by the proof, is then pending or a judgment upon the liability is then 
unsatisfied, or in the event the person who has filed the bond or deposited the 
money has, within three (3) years preceding the request, been involved as the 
owner or operator in any motor vehicle accident resulting in injury or damage 
to the person or property of others. An affidavit of the applicant as to the 
nonexistence of these facts, or that the applicant has been released from all 
liability, or has been finally adjudicated not to be liable for such injury or 
damage, shall be sufficient evidence thereof in the absence of evidence to the 
contrary in the records of the commissioner. 

(c) Ifa person whose proof has been cancelled or returned under subdivision 
(a)(1) applies to the commissioner of safety for a license within a period of three 
(3) years from the date that proof was originally required, the commissioner of 
safety shall refuse the application and shall request that the commissioner of 
revenue refuse any registration application, unless the applicant reestablishes — 
the proof for the remainder of the three-year period. 

(d) At any time after three (3) years from the date of revocation the 
department may, upon its own discretion or upon request of the person 
required to furnish proof of financial responsibility, release the requirement of 
this proof if the records of the department establish that the person, during the 
preceding three-year period, has not been convicted of any offense authorizing 
or requiring the suspension or revocation of a license by the department and 
has not suffered suspension, revocation, prohibition, or cancellation of license 
arising from a conviction of a violation of the law as ordered by the department 
or a court. This subsection (d), however, shall not apply in any case where there 
is an unsatisfied judgment based on a motor vehicle accident. 


History. 
Acts 1977, \ch. 446, § 25:\T.C.A) § 69-1275: 
Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 87. 


55-12-126. Minimum duration of proof requirement — Suspension of 
license or registration for premature cancellation or ter- 
mination of proof — Hearing — Restoration of license or 
registration. 


(a) Except for suspensions under § 55-12-115, and the proof required prior 
to the issuance of a restricted license as provided in § 55-12-114, where a 
person is required to give proof of financial responsibility, the proof shall be 
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maintained for a period of three (3) years by that person. If a person elects to 
use a policy of insurance and financial responsibility insurance certificate as 
proof of financial responsibility under this section, the effective date as appears 
on the financial responsibility certificate shall be the date upon which financial 
responsibility has been proven, and financial responsibility shall be main- 
tained for a period of three (3) years. 

(b) Ifa policy of insurance or a bond required under this section and issued 
to any person is cancelled or terminated, the commissioner of safety shall 
suspend the license of that person and shall request that the commissioner of 
revenue suspend that person’s motor vehicle registration, unless the person 
has filed proof of another policy or bond meeting the requirements of this part, 
and the license of that person shall immediately be surrendered to the 
commissioner of safety and that person’s motor vehicle registration shall 
immediately be surrendered to the commissioner of revenue. Any notice of 
suspension issued under this section shall be sent by United States mail to the 
last known address of the person not less than twenty (20) days prior to the 
effective date of suspension, and shall state that the operator, owner, or both, 
are entitled to an administrative hearing before the commissioner of safety or 
the commissioner’s delegate conducted pursuant to a request under § 55-12- 
103(a). Any request for an administrative hearing must be submitted in 
writing on or before the final date of suspension. 

(c) Any person whose license or registration, or both, have been suspended 
for failure to maintain evidence of financial responsibility shall, upon reapply- 
ing for an operator’s license, refile and maintain with the commissioner 
evidence of financial responsibility, pay a sixty-five-dollar restoration fee and 
pass the driver license examination. If the commissioner of safety, pursuant to 
this subsection (c), reinstates a person’s operator’s license that has been 
suspended under the authority of this section, then the commissioner of safety 
shall request that the commissioner of revenue reinstate that person’s motor 
vehicle registration revoked under authority of this section and, upon payment 
to the commissioner of revenue of the appropriate motor vehicle registration 
fees provided by § 55-4-111, § 55-4-112 or § 55-4-113, the registration shall be 
reinstated immediately. 

(d) At any time after five (5) years from the date of revocation, the 
department of safety may, in its own discretion or upon request of the person 
required to furnish proof of financial responsibility, release the requirement of 
that proof, if the records of the department of safety establish that the person, 
during the preceding five-year period, has not been convicted of any offense 
authorizing or requiring the suspension or revocation of a license or registra- 
tion by the department of safety or by the department of revenue and has not 
suffered suspension, revocation, prohibition, or cancellation of license or 
registration upon order of the department or a court arising from a conviction 
of a violation of the law. If the department of safety, pursuant to this subsection 
(d), releases the requirement that a person furnish proof of financial respon- 
sibility, and if that person’s motor vehicle registration has been suspended or 
revoked due to failure to furnish that proof, then the commissioner of safety 
shall request that the commissioner of revenue reinstate the motor vehicle 
owner’s registration and, upon payment to the commissioner of revenue of the 
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appropriate motor vehicle registration fees provided by § 55-4-111, § 55-4-112 
or § 55-4-118, the registration shall be reinstated immediately. Notwithstand- 
ing any other law to the contrary, this subsection (d) shall not apply if there is 
an unsatisfied judgment based on a motor vehicle accident. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 26; 1978, ch. 645, § 2; Effect of discharge in bankruptcy of all 
T.C.A., § 59-1276; Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 6; claims because of accident, § 55-12-106. 
1980, ch. 868, § 2; 1986, ch. 842, §§ 27, 28; 
2007, ch. 484, § 88. 


55-12-127. Surrender of license or registration upon revocation, sus- 
pension or cancellation — Enforcement officers — Viola- 
tions — Penalties. 


(a) Any person whose license or registration is revoked, suspended or 
cancelled under any provision of chapter 10 or 50 of this title, or under this 
part, shall immediately surrender that person’s operator’s license to the 
commissioner of safety and surrender that person’s motor vehicle registration 
to the commissioner of revenue. If any person fails to return to the commis- 
sioner of safety that person’s license, or to return to the commissioner of 
revenue that person’s registration, as provided in this part, the commissioner 
of safety shall immediately direct any peace officer or enforcement officer of the 
department of safety to secure possession of the license or registration, and to 
return the license to the department of safety or the registration to the 
department of revenue. For the purpose of enforcing this portion of this part, 
any officer of the department or any local law enforcement officer of any city or 
county may, when in possession of or having knowledge of an order of 
surrender, take possession of any suspended, revoked or cancelled driver 
license and/or vehicle registration in the possession of the driver, when the 
driver has failed to return the license or vehicle registration to the commis- 
sioner of safety or the commissioner of revenue as provided herein. All of the 
confiscated licenses shall be immediately forwarded to the commissioner of 
safety and all of the confiscated registrations and plates shall be immediately 
forwarded to the commissioner of revenue together with the completed 
notification of service of the order. Upon receipt of the fee provided in 
subsection (b), the commissioner shall make a payment of twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) to the local law enforcement agency seizing the licenses and/or vehicle 
registration plates, for the remittance of an executed order of suspension, 
cancellation or revocation and return of all seized licenses and plates. The fees 
received by the local law enforcement agency shall be deposited in the agency’s 
operational fund account and used for the enforcement of the state’s traffic 
laws, including, but not limited to, chapters 10 and 50 of this title. 

(b) It is a Class C misdemeanor for any person to willfully fail, within 
twenty (20) days after cancellation, suspension or revocation, to return a 
license or registration as required in subsection (a). Any person who is unable 
to furnish proof of financial responsibility as of the time of the cancellation, 
suspension or revocation and who does not surrender the cancelled, suspended 
or revoked license or registration within twenty (20) days from the date of the 
cancellation, suspension or revocation shall pay to the department of safety a 
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fee of seventy-five dollars ($75.00) prior to reinstatement of the license or 
registration. If the department of safety, pursuant to this subsection (b), 
reinstates a person’s license, and if that person’s motor vehicle registration has 
been cancelled, suspended or revoked as required by subsection (a), then the 
commissioner of safety shall request that the commissioner of revenue rein- 
state the motor vehicle owner’s registration and, upon payment to the 
commissioner of revenue of the appropriate motor vehicle registration fees 
provided by § 55-4-111, § 55-4-112 or § 55-4-113, the registration shall be 
reinstated immediately. This fee shall be in addition to any other fees or 
requirements necessary for reinstatement. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 27; T.C.A., § 59-1277; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1986, ch. 842, § 24; 1989, ch. 342, §§ 1,2; 111. 
1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2007, ch. 484, § 89. 


55-12-128. Matters not to be evidence in civil suits. 


Neither the reports required by this part, the action taken by the commis- 
sioner pursuant to this part, the findings of the commissioner upon which the 
action is based, nor the security filed as provided in this part shall be referred 
to in any way, nor constitute any evidence of the negligence or due care of 
either party at the trial of any action at law to recover damages. 


History. Law Reviews. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 28; T:C.A., § 59-1278. Discovery and Admissibility of Accident Re- 
ports (Donald F. Paine), 27 Tenn. B.J. 25. 
This section is referred to in the Advisory Should Tennessee Bury the Dead Man Stat- 
Commission Comments under Rule 501 of the Ute As Arkansas Has? (W. Dent Gitchel), 18 
Tennessee Rules of Evidence. Mem. St. U.L. Rev. 195 (1989). 


Rule Reference. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Law of Evidence (2nd ed., Cohen, 
Paine and Sheppeard), Rule 501; § 501.21. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Application and Scope. revocation of operator’s license. Nelson v. 

A witness who was a party to an automobile Mooneyhan, 58 Tenn. App. 103, 426 S.W.2d 519, 
accident is not precluded from testifying that 1967 Tenn. App. LEXIS 214 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
he had paid for damages to avoid possible 1967). 


55-12-129. Fees for reinstatement of license and registration — Install- 
ment payment plans. 


(a) Whenever a license or registration is suspended or revoked and the filing 
of proof of financial responsibility is made a prerequisite to reinstatement of 
the license or registration, or both, or to the issuance of a new license or 
registration, or both, no license or registration shall be reinstated or a new 
license or registration issued unless the licensee or registrant, in addition to 
complying with the other provisions of this part, pays to the commissioner of 
safety a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00). Only one (1) such fee shall be paid by any 
one (1) person, irrespective of the number of licenses and registration privi- 
leges to be then reinstated or issued to the person. In addition, whenever the 
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commissioner of safety requests that the commissioner of revenue reinstate 
the motor vehicle registration of a person who has filed proof of financial 
responsibility, that person shall first pay to the commissioner of revenue the 
appropriate motor vehicle registration fees provided by § 55-4-111, § 55-4-112 
or § 55-4-113 for each registration reinstated and the commissioner of revenue 
shall then reinstate each registration immediately. 

(b) A sixty-five-dollar restoration fee shall be paid, unless otherwise speci- 
fied by law, for each and every offense committed that provides for the 
revocation/suspension of driving privileges. 

(c) Any person suspended pursuant to § 55-50-502 for failure to satisfy 
timely a traffic citation shall pay a sixty-five-dollar restoration fee for each 
such offense; provided, that multiple suspensions arising from a single traffic 
incident occurring prior to or after July 1, 1998, shall result in one (1) 
restoration fee per incident when the person’s driving privileges are restored. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, a person suspended pursu- 
ant to § 55-50-502, for failure to satisfy timely a traffic citation, shall not be 
required to pay more than four hundred dollars ($400) in restoration or 
reinstatement fees for accumulated offenses requiring a fee as provided under 
subsection (b) at any one time, when the person seeks to have the person’s 
driving privileges restored. 

(d) The restoration fee for nonmoving violations, except driver license and 
registration offenses, shall be thirty-five dollars ($35.00). 

(e) Fees paid to the department of safety pursuant to this title shall be 
expendable receipts to be used by the commissioner of safety toward the cost 
of administering this title. 

(f) From each fee received in accordance with § 55-10-306, the commis- 
sioner shall make a payment of ten dollars ($10.00) for the furnishing of a 
completed report of each conviction resulting in a suspension or revocation, 
including forfeiture of bail not vacated, or payment of a fine or penalty, for one 
(1) or more of the offenses enumerated in § 55-12-115(a). 

(g)(1) Any person required to pay a reinstatement or restoration fee, in 

excess of an amount as the commissioner may by rule establish, may petition 

the department, on a form prescribed by the commissioner, to establish an 
installment payment plan. 

(2) Upon successful application, the person may enter into a payment 
plan subject to the terms and conditions established by the department, 
including, but not limited to, minimum payment amounts and the duration 
of the plan. 

(3) The department is authorized to reinstate a person’s driving privileges 
when the person enters into a payment plan with the department and has 
satisfied all other provisions of law relating to the issuance and restoration 
of a driver license. 

(4)(A) The department, upon the person’s failure to comply with the 

department’s payment plan, shall issue, by regular mail to the person’s 

last known address, a notice of intent to suspend the license of the person 
in thirty (30) days. For the purposes of this subdivision (g)(4)(A), “failure 
to comply” means failure to pay any installment payment on the date due. 

(B) Upon request of the person within thirty (30) days of the date of the 
notification, the department shall provide the person an opportunity for a 
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hearing to show that the person has, in fact, complied with the depart- 
ment’s payment plan. Failure to make the request within thirty (30) days 


of the date of the notification shall, without exception, constitute a waiver 


of the right. 


(C) Upon waiver of a hearing, or determination of default at the 
hearing, the department shall suspend the person’s driver license pending 
full payment of all fees authorized by this section. 

(D) The Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, 
chapter 5, applies to the extent it is consistent with proceedings under this 


subsection (g). 


(5) A person who defaults on any installment payment plan authorized 
pursuant to this subsection (g) shall not be eligible for any future payment 


plans. 


(6) The commissioner shall establish reasonable criteria for participation 
in the installment payment plan authorized by this subsection (g). The 
commissioner has the authority to establish a fee for participation in the 
installment plan authorized by this subsection (g). The department shall 
promulgate rules and regulations pursuant to the Uniform Administrative 
Procedures Act, to effectuate this subsection (g). 


History. 

Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 29; T.C.A., § 59-1279; 
Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 6; 1980, ch. 868, § 3; 
1986, ch. 842, §§ 25-27; 1998, ch. 682, § 1; 
2000, ch. 892, § 1; 2001, ch. 48, § 1; 2006, ch. 
569, § 1; 2007, ch. 317,§ 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 90. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2006, ch. 569, § 1 amended this section 
by adding the last sentence of subsection (c) 
and provided that the amendment is repealed 
on July 1, 2008. Acts 2007, ch. 317, § 1 added 
the exact same provisions to subsection (c), 


without any reference to Acts 2006, ch. 569, 
§ 1; therefore, the repeal on July 1, 2008, by 
Acts 2006, ch. 569, § 1 will not be given effect, 
and the amendment by Acts 2007, ch. 317, § 1, 
will be given effect by adding the last sentence 
of (c) with no repeal date. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Multiple restoration fees, OAG 97-162, 1997 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 187 (12/16/97). 

Effect of waiver of proof of financial respon- 
sibility on fee requirements, OAG 98-017, 1998 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 17 (1/15/98). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Status of Fees Under Bankruptcy Act. 
Fees required to be paid by T.C.A. § 55-12- 

129 were prepetition “claims” or “debts” under 

the Bankruptcy Act and constituted a nondis- 


chargeable “penalty.” Clayton v. Tennessee 
Dep’t of Safety (In re Clayton), 199 B.R. 29, 
1996 Bankr. LEXIS 1027 (Bankr. W.D. Tenn. 
1996). 


55-12-130. Approval of reregistration after revocation — Transfer of 
registration to avoid law prohibited — Violations — Pen- 


alties. 


(a) It is unlawful for the commissioner of revenue to reregister any vehicle, 
the registration of which has been revoked under the authority of this part, 
unless the written approval of the commissioner of safety is obtained prior to 
the reregistration, and it is unlawful for any owner whose registration 
privileges have been revoked to sell the vehicle or vehicles for which the 
registration has been revoked under the authority of this part without first 
informing the purchaser that the registration of the vehicle has been revoked, 
and that before it can again be registered, the written consent of the 
commissioner of safety must be obtained. 
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(b) The commissioner is authorized to refuse to permit a vehicle to be 
reregistered as referred to in subsection (a) if the commissioner determines the 
vehicle was sold with the intention to defeat the purpose of this part. 

(c) A violation of subsection (a) or any part thereof is a Class C misde- 
meanor. It is also a Class C misdemeanor to fail or refuse to surrender upon 
demand any revoked license to the department of safety or any revoked 
registration to the department of revenue. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 30; T.C.A., § 59-1280; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2007, ch. 484,§ 91. 111. 


55-12-1381. Driving while license cancelled, suspended, or revoked — 
Penalties. 


Any person whose license, or driving privilege as a nonresident, has been 
cancelled, suspended, or revoked as provided in this part, and who drives any 
motor vehicle upon the highways of the state while the license or privilege is 
cancelled, suspended, or revoked, commits a Class B misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 31; T.C.A., § 59-1281; Penalty for Class B misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 112. 111. 


55-12-1382. Employer filing proof of financial responsibility for em- 
ployee — Limited license — Fee — Examination. 


Whenever a person whose license is revoked for failure to give proof of 
financial responsibility is employed or later becomes employed in a position 
where the nature of that person’s employment requires the operation of a 
motor vehicle, the commissioner may authorize the issuance of a license 
limited to the operation of vehicles within the scope of the employment, upon 
being furnished with proof of financial responsibility covering the employee. 
The person shall pay the sixty-five-dollar restoration fee as required by 
§ 55-12-129, and pass a driver license examination. The commissioner shall 
designate the restrictions imposed by this section on the face of the person’s 
license. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 32; T.C.A., § 59-1282; 
Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 6; 1986, ch. 842, § 27. 


55-12-133. Substitution of proof. 


The commissioner shall consent to the cancellation of any bond or certificate 
of insurance or the commissioner may direct and the state treasurer shall 
return any money to the person entitled thereto upon the substitution and 
acceptance of other adequate proof of financial responsibility pursuant to this 
part. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 33; T.C.A., § 59-1283. 
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55-12-134. Additional proof required — Suspension or revocation of 
license or registration pending filing of additional proof. 


Whenever any proof of financial responsibility filed under this part no longer 
fulfills the purposes for which required, the commissioner shall, for the 
purpose of this part, require other proof as required by this part and shall 
suspend the license and the nonresident’s operating privilege pending the 
filing of the proof. If the commissioner of safety suspends a person’s license for 
failure to provide proof of financial responsibility as provided in this part, the 
commissioner of safety shall also request that the commissioner of revenue 
suspend that person’s motor vehicle registration pending the filing of that 
proof. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 34; T.C.A., § 59-1284; 
Acts 2007, ch. 484, § 92. 


55-12-135. False statements — Perjury — Violations of part — Penal- 
ties — Suspension of license. 


(a) With respect to the requirements of this part, any person who knowingly 
submits a false statement under oath to the commissioner commits perjury 
and shall be subject to the penalties therefor. The commissioner may, upon 
determining from the records that a person has knowingly made a false 
statement, suspend the person’s driver license for a period not to exceed six (6) 
months. 

(b) Any person who violates any provision of this part for which no specific 
penalty is provided commits a Class A misdemeanor. 


History. misdemeanor without specification as to cat- 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 35; T.C.A., § 59-1285; egory is a Class A misdemeanor. See also § 39- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 111. 11-114. 


Code Commission Notes. The misdemeanor Cross-References. 

in this section has been classified as a Class A Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
misdemeanor by authority of § 40-35-110, 111. 

which provides that an offense designated a Perjury, title 39, ch. 16, part 7. 


55-12-136. The Tennessee automobile insurance plan. 


(a) For the purposes of this section: 

(1) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of commerce and insurance; 

(2) “Department” means the department of commerce and insurance; and 

(3) “Plan” means the Tennessee automobile insurance plan. 

(b)(1) There is created a nonprofit, unincorporated legal entity to be known 
as the Tennessee automobile insurance plan. 

(2) All insurance companies licensed by the department to write direct 
automobile liability policies in this state shall be and remain members of the 
plan as a condition of the companies’ authority to transact insurance in this 
state. 

(3) The plan shall perform its functions under the plan of operation 
established and approved under subsection (e) and shall exercise its powers 
through the governing committee established under subsection (c). 
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(c)(1) The governing committee of the plan shall consist of eleven (11) 
individuals serving terms as established in the plan of operation. The 
members of the governing committee shall be appointed by the commis- — 
sioner in accordance with procedures set forth in the plan. Each member of 
the governing committee so selected shall represent an insurer licensed by 
the department to do business in this state, except that two (2) members of 
the governing committee shall be insurance producers licensed by the 
department. Vacancies on the governing committee shall be filled for the 
remaining period of the term in the same manner as initial appointments. 

(2) The members of the governing committee appointed under prior law 
and serving in that capacity on May 7, 2009, shall continue to serve on the 
governing committee for the purpose of forming the initial operating plan 
under subsections (d) and (e). Such members are eligible for reappointment 
to the governing committee upon approval of the initial operating plan by the 
commissioner. 

(3) In making appointments to the governing committee, the commis- 
sioner shall consider, among other factors, whether all member insurers are 
fairly represented. 

(d)(1) The plan shall: 

(A) At a minimum, in a manner fair to the insurers and equitable to 
their policyholders, apportion among the member insurers those appli- 
cants for automobile liability policies who are in good faith entitled to, but 
are unable to, procure automobile liability policies through ordinary 
methods. All insurance companies licensed by the department to write 
automobile liability insurance in this state shall subscribe to and partici- 
pate in the plan; 

(B) Assess member insurers the amounts necessary to pay the obliga- 
tions of the plan under this section; 

(C) Employ or retain persons who are necessary to handle claims and 
perform other duties required by the plan; 

(D) Negotiate and become a party to contracts that are necessary to 
carry out the purpose of this section; 

(EK) Establish procedures whereby nominations for the governing com- 
mittee will be submitted to the commissioner; and 

(F) Perform other acts that are necessary or proper to effectuate the 
purpose of this section. 

(2) With respect to any suit involving the plan: 

(A) Any action relating to or arising out of this section against the plan 
shall be brought in a court in this state. The court shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction over any action relating to or arising out of this section against 
the plan; and 

(B) Exclusive venue in any action brought against the plan is in the 
circuit or chancery court in Davidson County; provided, that the plan may 
waive such venue as to a specific action. 

(e)(1) The plan shall submit to the commissioner a plan of operation and any 
amendments to the plan of operation necessary or suitable to assure the fair, 
reasonable, and equitable administration of the plan. The plan of operation 
and any amendments to the plan of operation shall become effective upon 
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approval in writing by the commissioner. 

(2) All member insurers shall comply with the plan of operation. 

(3) The plan of operation shall establish the procedures through which all 
the powers and duties of the plan under this section shall be performed. 

(4) The plan of operation may provide that any or all powers and duties of 
the plan shall be delegated to a corporation, association or other organiza- 
tion that performs or will perform functions similar to those of the plan or its 
equivalent in two (2) or more states. 

(f)(1) Upon request of the governing committee, the commissioner shall 

provide the plan with a statement of the net direct written premiums of each 

member insurer. 

(2) The commissioner may after notice and hearing: 

(A) Suspend or revoke the certificate of authority to transact insurance 
in this state of any member insurer that fails to pay an assessment when 
due or that fails to comply with the plan of operation; or 

(B) Impose a civil penalty of not more than five percent (5%) of the 
unpaid assessment per month on any member insurer that fails to pay an 
assessment when due; provided, however, that no penalty shall be less 
than one hundred dollars ($100) per month. 

(g)(1) The plan shall be subject to examination by the commissioner. The 

commissioner may impose an examination fee to cover the costs of admin- 

istering the examination. 

(2) The governing committee shall submit to the department, not later 
than September 30 of each year, a financial report for the preceding calendar 
year in a form approved by the commissioner. 

(3) The plan shall submit all rates, supplementary rate information, 
supporting information, policy forms and endorsements in compliance with 
all applicable standards set forth in title 56, chapter 5, part 1. 

(h) The plan shall be exempt from payment of all fees, except examination 
fees under subdivision (g)(1) and all taxes levied by this state or any of its 
subdivisions, except taxes levied on real or personal property. 

(i) There shall be no liability on the part of, and no cause of action of any 
nature shall arise against, any member insurer, the plan or its agents or 
employees, the governing committee or the commissioner or the commission- 
er’s representatives for any action taken by them in the performance of their 
powers and duties under this section. 

(j) Any insurance company that is aggrieved by any ruling or decision of the 
commissioner made pursuant to this section shall be entitled to a review of the 
decision in the manner provided by the Uniform Administrative Procedures 
Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 


History. ence to title 56, chapter 5, part 3 in subdivision 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 36; T.C.A., § 59-1286; (g)(3) of this section, was changed to title 56, 
Acts 1983, ch. 53, § 9; 2009, ch. 183, § 1. chapter 5, part 1 by authority of the code 


Code Commission Notes. The former refer- CO™™SS10n In 2016. 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Representations of Independent Agent. 

An insurer accepting an assigned risk is not 
estopped to deny coverage not provided in the 
policy by the representations of the indepen- 
dent agent through whom the risk was as- 
signed. Hannah v. State Farm Mut. Ins. Co., 
403 F.2d 375, 1968 U.S. App. LEXIS 4783 (6th 
Cir. Tenn. 1968). 


In suit by insured against insurer to reform 
automobile liability insurance policy, court held 
that § 56-705, since repealed, making the so- 
licitor of insurance the agent of the company 
issuing the policy, applied to a policy issued 
pursuant to the assigned risk plan. Driver v. 
Tennessee Farmers Mut. Ins. Co., 505 S.W.2d 
476, 1974 Tenn. LEXIS 528 (Tenn. 1974). 


55-12-137. Duty of insurance company to file written proof of insur- 
ance when required — Civil penalty for violation. 


(a) Whenever, under this part, any person is required to file with the 
commissioner of safety acceptable evidence of security, proof of financial 
responsibility, and the requirement may be satisfied by written proof of 
insurance coverage in the amounts required by this part, and the person is so 
insured, it is the duty of the insurance company with whom the person has 
insurance to file, upon request of the insured, the necessary information with 
the commissioner on a certificate or form approved by the commissioner. 

(b) If any company fails or refuses to file, within the time required by this 
part, the certificate or form upon the request of an insured, reasonably made, 
the company shall forfeit to the insured the amount of one hundred dollars 
($100) and shall be liable for damages in the amount of any damages sustained 
by the insured on account of the failure or refusal of the company to file the 
required form or certificate, the sums to be recoverable at the suit of the 
insured. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 446, § 37; T.C.A., § 59-1287. 


55-12-138. Certification of understanding of and compliance with 
financial responsibility law. 


The commissioner of safety, with each application for an operator’s or 
chauffeur’s license, shall include a brief summary of the state’s financial 
responsibility law and the summary shall contain the following or similar 
certification to be signed by the applicant: “I CERTIFY THAT I UNDER- 
STAND ABOUT TENNESSEE’S FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW AND I 
AGREE TO ABIDE BY IT.” 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 842, § 30; 1992, ch. 791, § 8. 


the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
licenses are issued in one of the classes in 


t] ] 
Compiler’s Notes. § 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 


As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 


55-12-139. Compliance with financial responsibility law required — 
Evidence of compliance — Issuance of citations by police 
service technicians. 


(a) This part shall apply to every vehicle subject to the registration and 
certificate of title provisions. 
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(b)(1)(A) At the time a driver of a motor vehicle is charged with any violation 
under chapters 8 and 10, parts 1-5, and chapter 50 of this title; chapter 9 
of this title; any other local ordinance regulating traffic; or at the time of 
an accident for which notice is required under § 55-10-106, an officer shall 
request evidence of financial responsibility as required by this section. 

(B) In case of an accident for which notice is required under § 55-10- 
106, the officer shall request evidence of financial responsibility from all 
drivers involved in the accident without regard to apparent or actual fault. 

(C) If the driver of a motor vehicle fails to show an officer evidence of 
financial responsibility, or provides the officer with evidence of a motor 
vehicle liability policy as evidence of financial responsibility, the officer 
shall utilize the vehicle insurance verification program as defined in 
§ 55-12-2038 and may rely on the information provided by the vehicle 
insurance verification program, for the purpose of verifying evidence of 
liability insurance coverage. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, “financial responsibility” means: 

(A) Documentation, such as the declaration page of an insurance policy, 
an insurance binder, or an insurance card from an insurance company 
authorized to do business in this state, whether in paper or electronic 
format, stating that a policy of insurance meeting the requirements of this 
part has been issued; 

(B) A certificate, valid for one (1) year, issued by the commissioner of 
safety, stating that: 

(i) A cash deposit or bond in the amount required by this part has 
been paid or filed with the commissioner of revenue; or 
(ii) The driver has qualified as a self-insurer under § 55-12-111; or 

(C) The motor vehicle being operated at the time of the violation was 
owned by a common carrier subject to the jurisdiction of the department of 
safety or the interstate commerce commission, or was owned by the United 
States, this state, or any political subdivision thereof, and that the motor 
vehicle was being operated with the owner’s consent. 

(c)(1) It is an offense to fail to provide evidence of financial responsibility 

pursuant to this section. 

(2) Except as provided in subdivision (c)(3), a violation of subdivision (c)(1) 
is a Class C misdemeanor punishable only by a fine of not more than three 
hundred dollars ($300). 

(3)(A) A violation of subdivision (c)(1) is a Class A misdemeanor, if a 

person is not in compliance with the financial responsibility requirements 

of this part at the time of an accident resulting in bodily injury or death 
and such person was at fault for the accident. 

(B) For purposes of subdivision (c)(3)(A), a person is at fault for an 
accident if the person acted with criminal negligence, as defined in 
§ 39-11-106, in the operation of such person’s motor vehicle. 

(C) Aviolation of subdivision (c)(1) is a Class A misdemeanor, if a person 
acts to demonstrate financial responsibility as required by this section by 
providing proof of motor vehicle liability insurance that the person knows 
is not valid. 

(4) If the driver of a motor vehicle fails to provide evidence of financial 
responsibility pursuant to this section, an officer may tow the motor vehicle 


55-12-139 


MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 694 
as long as the officer's law enforcement agency has adopted a policy 
delineating the procedure for taking such action. 

(d) The fines imposed by this section shall be in addition to any other fines 
imposed by this title for any other violation under this title. 

(e)(1) On or before the court date, the person so charged may submit 
evidence of financial responsibility at the time of the violation. If it is the 
person’s first violation of this section and the court is satisfied that the 
financial responsibility was in effect at the time of the violation, the charge 
of failure to provide evidence of financial responsibility shall be dismissed. 
Upon the person’s second or subsequent violation of this section, if the court 
is satisfied that the financial responsibility was in effect at the time of the 
violation, the charge of failure to provide evidence of financial responsibility 
may be dismissed. Any charge that is dismissed pursuant to this subsection 
(e) shall be dismissed without costs to the defendant and no litigation tax 
shall be due or collected, notwithstanding any law to the contrary. 

(2) Aperson who did not have financial responsibility that was in effect at 

the time of being charged with a violation of subsection (c) shall not have 
that person’s violation of subsection (c) dismissed. 
(f)(1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, in any county having a 
population in excess of seven hundred fifty thousand (750,000), according to 
the 2000 federal census or any subsequent federal census, police service 
technicians are authorized to issue traffic citations in lieu of arrest pursuant 
to § 55-10-2077. 

(2) For the purposes of subdivision (f)(1) only, “police service technician” 
means a person appointed by the director of police services, who responds to 
requests for service at accident locations and obtains information, investi- 
gates accidents and provides other services to assist the police unit, fire unit, 
ambulance, emergency rescue and towing service. 

(g) For purposes of this section, acceptable electronic formats include 


display of electronic images on a cellular phone or any other type of portable 


electronic device. 


(h) Ifa person displays the evidence in an electronic format pursuant to this 
section, the person is not consenting for law enforcement to access any other 


contents of the electronic device. 


History. 

Acts 2001, ch. 292, § 1; 2002, ch. 648, § 1; 
2005, ch. 401, § 1; 2008, ch. 1169, § 1; 2009, ch. 
370,§ 1; 2009, ch. 441, § 1; 2013, ch. 327, §§ 1, 
2; 2013; eh. 479,\§ «cls 20TH 6h. , 5112) $$" 2-6; 
2019, ch. 246, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 
Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
supplement. 

Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 10 provided that the 


commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and 
insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Uniform 

Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in 
Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, chapter 5. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A or C misdemeanor, § 40- 
35-111. 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Construction With Other Sections. 
2. Sufficiency of Evidence. 


1. Construction With Other Sections. 
While the Tennessee supreme court agreed 
with the insured (injured as a passenger in her 
own car), that household and family exclusions 
might arguably have seemed contrary to the 
legislative intent expressed in the Tennessee 
Financial Responsibility Act, the supreme court 
was nevertheless constrained by T.C.A. § 56-7- 
121; § 56-7-121 was not limited by its terms to 
Title 56 of the Tennessee Code, and the su- 
preme court held that family or household 
exclusions in automobile liability insurance 


policies did not violate Tennessee law or public 
policy. Purkey v. Am. Home Assur. Co., 173 
S.W.3d 703, 2005 Tenn. LEXIS 796 (Tenn. 
2005). 


2. Sufficiency of Evidence. 

Evidence supported defendant's conviction 
for failing to present proof of financial respon- 
sibility because the State to Tennessee pre- 
sented evidence indicating that defendant’s ve- 
hicle was not registered or insured at the time 
of an accident. Furthermore, defendant never 
produced evidence that at: the time of the acci- 
dent defendant possessed insurance sufficient 
to satisfy the statutory requirement. State v. 
Smith, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 488 (Tenn. Crim. App. July 2, 2018). 


55-12-140. Renewal of vehicle registration. 


(a) The record of conviction of an offense under § 55-12-139(c) shall be 
promptly transmitted to the department of safety. For any such conviction 
occurring after July 1, 2009, upon request by the commissioner of safety, the 
commissioner of revenue shall not issue a renewal of registration for any 
vehicle for which evidence of financial responsibility is required under § 55- 
12-139 until the person who was convicted of violating § 55-12-139(c) fur- 
nishes proof of financial responsibility as defined in § 55-12-139(b). 

(b) This section shall not apply to any person who was in compliance with 
this part, at the time of the citation under § 55-12-139(c) but was unable to 
produce evidence of compliance at the time of the citation. 


History. 
Acts 2001, ch. 292, § 9; 2007, ch. 484, § 93; 
2008, ch. 1169, § 2; 2009, ch. 441, § 2. 


55-12-141. Automobile insurance coverage for driver while logged on 
to transportation network company’s digital network or 
while engaged in prearranged ride. 


(a) As used in this section: 

(1) “Digital network” means any online-enabled application, software, 
website, or system offered or utilized by a transportation network company 
that enables the prearrangement of rides with transportation network 
company drivers; 

(2) “Personal vehicle” means a vehicle that is used by a transportation 
network company driver and is: 

(A) Owned, leased, or otherwise authorized for use by the transporta- 
tion network company driver; and 
(B) Not a taxicab, limousine, or for-hire vehicle; 

(3) “Prearranged ride” means the provision of transportation by a driver 
to a rider, beginning when a driver accepts a ride requested by a rider 
through a digital network controlled by a transportation network company, 
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continuing while the driver transports a requesting rider, and ending when 

the last requesting rider departs from the personal vehicle. A prearranged 

ride does not include: 

(A) Shared expense carpool or vanpool arrangements provided by 
businesses engaged in the rental of motor vehicles; or 

(B) Transportation provided using a taxi, limousine, or other for-hire 
vehicle regulated pursuant to § 7-51-1003; 

(4) “Transportation network company” means a corporation, partnership, 
sole proprietorship, or other entity operating in this state that uses a digital 
network to connect transportation network company riders to transportation 
network company drivers who provide prearranged rides. A transportation 
network company shall not be deemed to control, direct, or manage the 
personal vehicles or transportation network company drivers that connect to 
its digital network, except where agreed to by written contract; 

(5) “Transportation network company driver” or “driver” means an indi- 
vidual who: 

(A) Receives connections to potential passengers and related services 
from a transportation network company in exchange for payment of a fee 
to the transportation network company; and 

(B) Uses a personal vehicle to offer or provide a prearranged ride to 
riders upon connection through a digital network controlled by a trans- 
portation network company in return for compensation or payment of a 
fee; and 
(6) “Transportation network company rider” or “rider” means a person or 

persons who use a transportation network company’s digital network to 

connect with a transportation network driver who provides prearranged 
rides to the rider in the driver’s personal vehicle between points chosen by 
the rider. 

(b) On and after January 1, 2016, a transportation network company driver 
or transportation network company on the driver’s behalf shall maintain 
primary automobile insurance that recognizes that the driver is a transporta- 
tion network company driver or otherwise uses a vehicle to transport passen- 
gers for compensation and covers the driver while the driver is logged on to the 
transportation network company’s digital network or while the driver is 
engaged in a prearranged ride. 

(c) The following automobile insurance requirements shall apply while a 
transportation network company driver is logged on to the transportation 
network company’s digital network but is not engaged in a prearranged ride: 

(1) Primary automobile liability insurance in the amount of at least fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000) for death and bodily injury per person, one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) for death and bodily injury per 
incident, and twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) for property damage; 

(2) The automobile liability insurance required under this section shall 
comply with § 56-7-1201; and 

(3) The coverage requirements of this subsection (c) may be satisfied by 
any of the following: 

(A) Automobile insurance maintained by the transportation network 
company driver; 
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(B) Automobile insurance maintained by the transportation network 
company; or 
(C) Any combination of subdivisions (c)(3)(A) and (B). 

(d) The following automobile insurance requirements shall apply while a 

transportation network company driver is engaged in a prearranged ride: 
(1) Primary automobile liability insurance that provides at least one 
million dollars ($1,000,000) for death, bodily injury, and property damage; 
(2) The automobile liability insurance required under this section shall 
comply with § 56-7-1201; and 
(3) The coverage requirements of this subsection (d) may be satisfied by 
any of the following: 
(A) Automobile insurance maintained by the transportation network 
company driver; 
(B) Automobile insurance maintained by the transportation network 
company; or 
(C) Any combination of subdivisions (d)(3)(A) and (B). 

(e) Ifinsurance maintained by a driver under subsection (c) or (d) has lapsed 
or does not provide the required coverage, insurance maintained by a trans- 
portation network company shall provide the coverage required by this section 
beginning with the first dollar of a claim and have the duty to defend such 
claim. 

(f) Coverage under an automobile insurance policy maintained by the 
transportation network company pursuant to this section shall not be depen- 
dent on a personal automobile insurer first denying a claim, nor shall a 
personal automobile insurance policy be required to first deny a claim. 

(g) Insurance required by this section may be placed with an insurer 
authorized to do business in this state under title 56 or with a surplus lines 
insurer eligible under title 56, chapter 14. 

(h) Insurance satisfying the requirements of this section shall be deemed to 
satisfy the financial responsibility requirements for a motor vehicle under this 
part while a driver is logged on to the transportation network company’s 
digital network or while the driver is engaged in a prearranged ride; provided, 
however, nothing in this section shall relieve a motor vehicle driver not logged 
on to the transportation network company’s digital network or not engaged in 
a prearranged ride from the financial responsibility requirements for a motor 
vehicle under this part. 

(i) A transportation network company driver shall carry proof of coverage 
satisfying subsections (c) and (d) at all times during the driver’s use of a vehicle 
in connection with a transportation network company’s digital network. In the 
event of an accident, a transportation network company driver shall provide 
this insurance coverage information to the directly involved parties, automo- 
bile insurers, and investigating police officers, upon request made pursuant to 
§ 55-12-139. Upon such request, a transportation network company driver 
shall also disclose to directly involved parties, automobile insurers, and 
investigating police officers, whether the driver was logged on to the transpor- 
tation network company’s digital network or on a prearranged ride at the time 
of the accident. 

(j) The transportation network company shall disclose, in writing, to a 
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transportation network company driver the following before the driver is 
allowed to accept a request for a prearranged ride on the transportation 
network company’s digital network: 

(1) The insurance coverage, including the types of coverage and the limits 
for each coverage that the transportation network company provides while 
the transportation network company driver uses a personal vehicle in 
connection with a transportation network company’s digital network; and 

(2) That the transportation network company driver’s personal automo- 
bile insurance policy might not provide any coverage while the driver is 
logged on to the transportation network company’s digital network or is 
engaged in a prearranged ride, depending on its terms. 


History. which enacted this section, shall be known and 
Acts 2015, ch. 520, § 2. may be cited as the “Transportation Network 


Compilers Notes! Company Services Act. 


Acts 2015, ch. 520, § 1 provided that the act, 


PART 2 


INSURANCE VERIFICATION PROGRAM (“JAMES LEE 
ATWOOD JR. LAW”) 


55-12-201. Short title. 


This part shall be known and may be cited as the “James Lee Atwood Jr. 
Law.” 


History. insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1. to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
Gunpilerh Notes: shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, §.10 provided that the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of Piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and chapter 5. 


§5-12-202. Purpose of part. 


The purpose of this part is to develop and implement an efficient insurance 
verification program that utilizes the online verification system and data 
transfer standards for transmitting a full book of business specifications, 
model, and guide of the Insurance Industry Committee on Motor Vehicle 
Administration in order to verify whether the financial responsibility require- 
ments of this chapter have been met with a motor vehicle liability insurance 
policy, and to provide the commissioner of revenue with the authority to 
develop, implement, and administer the program. 


History. insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1. to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
Mpa shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Comipiler's Notes. Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
Acts 2015, 6h.) 514.9) 10 Provided: that the piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 


commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of 
chapter 5. 


safety, and the commissioner of commerce and 
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55-12-203. Part definitions. 
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99-12-2004 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 


9? 66s 


(1) “Automobile liability insurer,” “insurer,” or “carrier” means an insur- 
ance carrier licensed under title 56 to provide vehicle insurance, as defined 
in § 56-2-201, in this state; 

(2) “Commercial automobile coverage” means any coverage provided to an 
insured, regardless of the number of vehicles or entities covered, under a 
commercial coverage form and rated from a commercial manual approved by 
the department of commerce and insurance; 

(3) “Designated agent” means a third-party vendor that the department of 
revenue may contract with to develop, implement, and administer the 
program; 

(4) “Full book of business” means a business record download of an 
automobile liability insurer made in accordance with IICMVA Insurance 
Data Transfer Guide Specifications that contains the data elements de- 
scribed in § 55-12-207(c)(1); 

(5) “IICMVA” means the Insurance Industry Committee on Motor Vehicle 
Administration; 

(6) “IICMVA Model” means the online insurance verification system 
model created by the IICMVA; 

(7) “NAIC” means the National Association of Insurance Commissioners; 

(8) “Unknown carrier request” means an electronic request for insurance 
coverage verification on a specific vehicle sent in accordance with IICMVA 
standards by the department of revenue or its designated agent to a carrier 
or carriers when the identity of the vehicle’s carrier or the insurance policy 
number for the vehicle is unknown; and 

(9) “Vehicle insurance verification program” or “program” means an 
insurance verification program that is created in compliance with the online 
verification system and data transfer standards, specifications, model, and 
guide of the IICMVA, and developed, implemented, and administered by the 
department of revenue in compliance with this part. 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 10 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and 


insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 
chapter 5. 


55-12-204. Development of insurance verification program — Consul- 
tation with certain entities required. 


(a) The commissioner of revenue shall develop, implement, and administer 
an insurance verification program to electronically verify whether the financial 
responsibility requirements of this chapter have been met with a motor vehicle 
liability insurance policy; provided, the commissioner may contract with a 
designated agent to develop, implement, and administer the program. 

(b) Prior to issuance of a request for proposal for the services of a designated 
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agent or prior to developing and implementing the program, the department of 
revenue or, if applicable, its designated agent shall consult with the following 
entities to determine the details and deadlines related to the program: 

(1) Automobile lability insurers; 

(2) Private service providers who have successfully developed and imple- 

mented similar verification systems in other states; 
(3) The department of safety; and 
(4) The department of commerce and insurance. 


History. insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1. to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
HLA shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Compiler’s Notes. Unif, RE. ee Ts Seto aut Aes ; 
Acts\ 2015, th: 511, § 10 provided that chemin. ie ht cae eee ee 
commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of Piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 


safety, and the commissioner of commerce and chapter 5. 


55-12-205. Requirements of program. 


The program shall: 

(1) Be an accessible common carrier based system for online electronic 
verification and data transfers of proof of motor vehicle liability insurance in 
accordance with IICMVA specifications and standards; 

(2) Verify, on an on-demand basis minus reasonable downtime for system 
maintenance as agreed upon by the department of revenue, or its designated 
agent, and the insurer, the liability insurance status of a motor vehicle, 
whose status is determined: 

(A) As of the time of the inquiry; or 

(B) At other times not exceeding six (6) months prior to the inquiry 
unless otherwise agreed upon by the commissioner of revenue, or its 
designated agent, and the insurer; 

(3)(A) In an effort to confirm the liability insurance status of a motor 

vehicle in instances where the program is unable to verify the liability 

insurance status, require automobile liability insurers that choose only to 
utilize the IICMVA model to: 
(i) Accept unknown carrier requests; or 
(ii) Provide upon request either: 
(a) A full book of business as described in § 55-12-207, current to 
the date of the request; or 
(b) A list of vehicle identification numbers of all vehicles currently 
insured by the automobile liability insurer; 

(B) The information in subdivision (3)(A)(ii) shall be requested no more 
frequently than quarterly and the automobile liability insurer may freely 
choose between the options described in subdivisions (3)(A)(ii)(a) and (6). 
(4) Use, as warranted, multiple data elements to make insurance verifi- 

cation inquiries more accurately by utilizing: 

(A) The automobile liability insurer’s NAIC code; 

(B) Vehicle identification numbers; 

(C) Insurance policy numbers or policy key; 

(D) The date of the verification request; and 
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(EK) Other data elements as set forth in the most recent version of the 
IICMVA Model User Guide for Implementing Online Insurance 
Verification; 

(5) Provide sufficient measures for the security and integrity of data 
collected by the program; 

(6) Limit the usage of the information obtained through the operation of 
the program to the department of revenue, the department of safety, the 
department of commerce and insurance, law enforcement, and the judiciary 
to effectuate the purposes of this chapter; 

(7) Utilize open data and data transmission standards as determined by 
the department of revenue by rule; 

(8) Send requests to automobile liability insurers for verification of 
evidence of financial responsibility via online services established by the 
automobile liability insurers, or offered through a similar proprietary or 
common carrier electronic system in compliance with the specifications and 
standards of the IICMVA; 

(9) Respond to a verification request within a time period established by 
the department of revenue, or its designated agent, and consistent with the 
most recent version of the IICMVA Model User Guide for Implementing 
Online Insurance Verification; and 

(10) Work in conjunction with existing state programs and systems 
related to this title if necessary to carry out this part. 


History. insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
Acts 2015, ch.511, § 1. to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
Cc RY; shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
ompiler’s Notes. Unif REAR NUROE Teri hes ye j 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 10 provided that the OT pha RESALE) cel Catena ome Wa enh 


commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of Piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and chapter 5. 


55-12-206. Duties of department of revenue and/or designated agent 
with respect to developing and implementing program. 


In developing and implementing the program, the department of revenue 
and, if applicable, its designated agent shall: 

(1) Consult and cooperate with automobile liability insurers in establish- 
ing and operating the program; 

(2) Designate and maintain a contact person for automobile liability 
insurers during the development, implementation, and administration of the 
program; 

(3) Publish a detailed guide of the program; 

(4) Establish and maintain the systems necessary to make verification 
requests to insurers using the data elements that the department of 
revenue, or its designated agent, and automobile liability insurers have 
agreed upon and are necessary to receive accurate responses from automo- 
bile liability insurers; 

(5) Implement and maintain, for all information transmitted and re- 
ceived, strict system and data security measures consistent with applicable 
industry standards as determined by the department of revenue by rule; 
provided, data secured by the department of revenue, or its designated 
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agent, via the program shall not be shared with any party other than those 
permitted by state or federal privacy laws, including, but not limited to, the 
federal Driver’s Privacy Protection Act of 1994 (18 U.S.C. §§ 2721 et seq.); 

(6) If applicable, be responsible for keeping the designated agent informed 
on the implementation status, functionality, and planned or unplanned 
service interruptions; and 

(7) Provide alternative methods of reporting for automobile liability 
insurers writing fewer than five hundred (500) noncommercial motor vehicle 
policies in this state as determined by the department of revenue. 


History. insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1. to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
Compilers Notes: shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 10 provided that the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and chapter 5. 


55-12-207. Requirements for automobile liability insurer not utilizing 
the ITICMVA model. 


(a) If an automobile liability insurer chooses not to utilize the IICMVA 
model, the automobile liability insurer shall provide to the department of 
revenue, or its designated agent, a full book of business by the seventh day of 
each calendar month. 

(b)(1) Subsection (a) does not apply if the policy covers a motor vehicle that 

is registered as a vehicle of a political subdivision or of this state, or as a 

vehicle registered pursuant to § 55-4-122 or § 55-4-502. 

(2) Subsection (a) does not preclude an automobile liability insurer from 
more frequent reporting. 

(c)(1) The full book of business provided pursuant to subsection (a) shall 

include: 

(A) The vehicle identification number of each insured motor vehicle; 
and 

(B) The automobile liability insurer’s NAIC code, policy number, and 
effective date of each policy. 

(2) Each automobile liability insurer that chooses not to utilize the 
IICMVA model pursuant to subsection (a) shall transmit the information 
described in this subsection (c) by either electronic means or by another 
means of transmission acceptable to the department of revenue or its 
designated agent. 


History. insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1. to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
yon, shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
re eee Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
Hebi Snctis bhi S40 prowided sthauythe piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 


commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of 
chapter 5. 


safety, and the commissioner of commerce and 
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 55-12-208. Insurer may use both IICMVA model and full book of 
business download process. 


Nothing in this part precludes an automobile liability insurer from utilizing 
both the IICMVA model and the full book of business download process 
described in § 55-12-207. 


History. insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 


Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1. to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
Pomipliersinated shall be promulgated in accordance with the 

M f001S ich. 511 § 10 provided that the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of Piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and Chapter 5. 


55-12-209. Confidentiality of information — Utilization of program by 
law enforcement officers — Insurers permitted to utilize 
third-party vendors — Application to vehicles insured 
under commercial automobile coverage — Annual report. 


(a) Any information obtained by the department of revenue, or its desig- 
nated agent, from the program is for the sole use of the department of revenue, 
the department of safety, the department of commerce and insurance, law 
enforcement, and the judiciary to effectuate this chapter and is not a public 
record for purposes of title 10, chapter 7, nor discoverable in the course of legal 
proceedings. 

(b) The department of safety shall cooperate with the department of 
revenue in developing, implementing, and maintaining the program. 

(c) Alaw enforcement officer from a jurisdiction that has reasonable access 
to the program shall utilize the program to verify proof of financial responsi- 
bility as required by § 55-12-139. 

(d) Nothing in this part precludes a law enforcement officer from a jurisdic- 
tion that does not have reasonable access to the program from utilizing the 
program to verify proof of financial responsibility as required by § 55-12-139. 

(e) Nothing in this part prohibits an automobile liability insurer from using 
the services of a third-party vendor to comply with this part. 

(f) This part shall not apply to motor vehicles insured under commercial 
automobile coverage; however, insurers of those vehicles may participate on a 
voluntary basis. Automobile liability insurers shall provide commercial auto- 
mobile customers with evidence reflecting that the vehicle is insured under a 
commercial automobile policy. Sufficient evidence may include an insurance 
identification card that clearly identifies the policy as providing commercial 
automobile coverage. 

(g) No later than January 1, 2019, and annually thereafter, the department 
of revenue and the department of safety shall issue a joint report to the general 
assembly, evidencing: 

(1) The costs of the program to the department of revenue, insurers, and 
the public; 

(2) The effectiveness of the program in reducing the number of uninsured 
motor vehicles; 

(3) The number of persons complying with the financial responsibility 
requirements of this chapter through means other than motor vehicle 
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liability insurance; 


(4) The number of persons convicted per year for failing to show evidence 
of financial responsibility pursuant to § 55-12-139; and 

(5) If available, the number of motor vehicle accidents involving an 
uninsured motorist on an annual basis since January 1, 2016. 


History. 
Acts 2015,'ch?511, § 1: 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 10 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and 
insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 


to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 
chapter 5. 


Cross-References. 
Confidentiality of public records, § 10-7-504. 


55-12-210. Notice to motor vehicle owner of noncompliance — Penal- 


ties for failure to comply within specified time — Prohibi- 
tion against false or fraudulent statements — Part does 
not affect other actions or penalties — Eligibility for 
notice. 


(a)(1) If there is evidence based on either the IICMVA model or the full book 
of business download process described in § 55-12-207 that a motor vehicle 
is not insured, the department of revenue shall, or shall direct its designated 
agent to, provide notice to the owner of the motor vehicle that the owner has 
thirty (30) days from the date of the notice to provide to the department of 
revenue: 
(A) The owner or operator’s proof of financial security in a form 
approved by the department of revenue; 
(B) Proof of exemption from the owner or operator’s financial security 
requirements under this chapter; 
(C) Proof that the motor vehicle is no longer in the owner’s possession; 
or 
(D) Astatement, under penalty of perjury, that the vehicle is not in use 
on any public road. 

(2) The notice described in subdivision (a)(1) shall include a statement 
that if the owner of the motor vehicle fails to comply with the requirements 
set forth in the notice, the owner of the motor vehicle shall be subject to a 
twenty-five-dollar coverage failure fee. The department of revenue or its 
designated agent shall transmit the notice to the owner of the motor vehicle 
by mailing the notice to the most recent street address or electronic mail 
address provided to the department of revenue by the owner. 

(3) Prior to issuing the notice described in this subsection (a), the 
department of revenue is authorized to provide a request for information to 
the owner of the motor vehicle to aid in determining whether the vehicle is 
uninsured. | 

(4) Notwithstanding subdivision (a)(1), if the total number of notices 
required to be provided under this section in a given period is determined by 
the department of revenue to be administratively prohibitive, the depart- 
ment of revenue is authorized to provide notices to an administratively 
practicable number of motor vehicle owners, each of whom shall be selected 
randomly. 
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(b)(1) If an owner of a motor vehicle fails to provide satisfactory proof or a 
statement as described in subsection (a), the department of revenue shall: 
(A) Impose on the owner of the motor vehicle a twenty-five-dollar 
coverage failure fee. Of this fee, five dollars ($5.00) shall be distributed to 
the county clerk of the county in which the motor vehicle is registered, five 
dollars ($5.00) shall be distributed to the department of safety, and the 
remainder shall be deposited into the uninsured motorist identification 
restricted fund created in § 55-12-213. The revenues distributed to the 
county clerk shall be earmarked for the county clerk’s work in adminis- 
tration of the vehicle insurance verification program and shall not revert 

to the general fund at the end of the budget year if unexpended; and 
(B) Provide a notice to the owner of the motor vehicle stating that the 

owner must pay the coverage failure fee described in subdivision (b)(1)(A) 

and provide satisfactory proof or a statement as described in subsection (a) 

within thirty (30) days of the date of the notice. 

(2) The notice described in subdivision (b)(1)(B) shall include a statement 
that if the owner of the motor vehicle fails to comply with the requirements 
set forth in the notice, the owner of the motor vehicle shall be subject to a one 
hundred-dollar continued coverage failure fee and suspension or revocation 
of the owner’s motor vehicle registration. 

(c) Ifthe owner of the motor vehicle fails to comply with the notice described 
in subdivision (b)(1)(B), the department of revenue: 

(1) Shall impose on the owner of the motor vehicle a one hundred-dollar 
continued coverage failure fee, which shall be in addition to the coverage 
failure fee imposed under subdivision (b)(1)(A). Of this continued coverage 
failure fee, ten dollars ($10.00) shall be distributed to the county clerk of the 
county in which the motor vehicle is registered, five dollars ($5.00) shall be 
distributed to the department of safety, and the remainder shall be deposited 
into the uninsured motorist identification restricted fund created in § 55- 
12-213. The revenues distributed to the county clerk shall be earmarked for 
the county clerk’s work in administration of the vehicle insurance verifica- 
tion program and shall not revert to the general fund at the end of the budget 
year if unexpended; 

(2) Shall suspend or revoke the motor vehicle owner’s registration; and 

(3)(A) Shall provide notice to the motor vehicle owner of the legal 

consequences of operating a motor vehicle with a suspended or revoked 

registration and without owner or operator’s proof of financial security as 
required by this chapter, and instructions on how to effect the reinstate- 
ment of the motor vehicle owner’s registration; or 

(B) May direct a designated agent to provide the notice and instructions 

described in this subdivision (c)(3). 

(d) Any action by the department of revenue to suspend or revoke the 
registration of a motor vehicle under this section may be in addition to an 
action by a law enforcement agency to impose penalties under this chapter. 

(e)(1) A person shall not provide a false or fraudulent statement to the 

department of revenue or its designated agent. 

(2) In addition to any other penalties, a violation of subdivision (e)(1) is a 
Class B misdemeanor. 
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(f) This part does not affect other actions or penalties that may be taken or 
imposed for violation of the owner or operator’s financial security requirements 
of this chapter. 
(g) If the vehicle is no longer insured by the automobile liability insurer of 
record and no other insurance company using the IICMVA model indicates 
coverage after an unknown carrier request under § 55-12-205(3), the owner of 


the motor vehicle becomes eligible for notice as described in subsections (a) and 


(b). 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1; 2017, ch. 8, §$° 1-3. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 10 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and 
insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 
chapter 5. 

Acts 2017, ch. 8, § 7 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall apply to all 
revenues accrued from county reinstatement 
fees pursuant to § 55-12-211. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class B misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Attorney General Opinions. 
If a law enforcement officer enters the license 


plate number of a moving vehicle into the 
insurance verification program and the pro- 
gram returns an “unconfirmed” result, the offi- 
cer does not automatically have reasonable 
suspicion that the vehicle is uninsured. 
Whether reasonable suspicion exists is a highly 
fact-dependent inquiry, and the operation and 
details of the insurance verification system at 
the time of the reading would determine 
whether an “unconfirmed” result constituted 
reasonable suspicion in any given case. Fur- 
thermore, driving an uninsured vehicle is not a 
stand-alone crime in Tennessee, and, therefore, 
under current Sixth Circuit precedent, reason- 
able suspicion that a moving vehicle is unin- 
sured is not legally sufficient justification to 
stop the vehicle. Because the failure to insure 
the vehicle is only a civil violation punishable 
by a civil fee, the law enforcement officer would 
need to have probable cause — not just reason- 
able suspicion — that the vehicle was unin- 
sured in order lawfully to stop the vehicle. OAG 
20-08, 2020 Tenn. AG LEXIS 7 (4/27/2020). 


55-12-211. Requirements for reinstatement or renewal of registration 
after suspension or revocation. 


(a) The department of revenue shall not process an application for reinstate- 
ment or renewal of registration of a motor vehicle after a suspension or 
revocation of the registration under § 55-12-210 until: 

(1) The applicant pays all fees owed pursuant to § 55-12-210; 
(2) The applicant pays the county reinstatement fee pursuant to subsec- 


tion (b); and 


(3) The applicant provides one (1) of the following: 

(A) The owner or operator’s proof of financial security in a form 
approved by the department of revenue; 

(B) Proof of exemption from the owner or operator’s financial security 
requirements under this chapter; or 

(C) Astatement, under penalty of perjury, that the vehicle is not in use 


on any public road. 


(b) There is imposed a county reinstatement fee in the amount of twenty- 
five dollars ($25.00) for reinstatement or renewal of registration of a motor 
vehicle after a suspension or revocation of the registration under § 55-12-210. 
This reinstatement fee is in addition to any other fee imposed under this 
chapter. All revenues from this county reinstatement fee shall be earmarked 
for the county clerk’s work in administration of the vehicle insurance verifi- 
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cation program and shall not revert to the general fund at the end of the budget 


_ year if unexpended. 


(c) The commissioner of revenue may waive the fees imposed under § 55- 
12-210 and the county clerk of the county in which the vehicle is to be 
registered may waive the county reinstatement fee under subsection (b) if: 

(1) The registration was suspended or revoked under § 55-12-210; and 

(2) The applicant provides proof acceptable to the department of revenue 
that the applicant had an owner or operator’s financial security in effect for 
the vehicle on the date the suspension or revocation went into effect. 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1; 2017, ch. 8, §§ 4-6. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 10 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and 
insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 


shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 
chapter 5. 

Acts 2017, ch. 8, § 7 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall apply to all 
revenues accrued from county reinstatement 
fees pursuant to § 55-12-211. 


55-12-212. Certification that program installed and fully operational. 


The program shall be installed and fully operational upon certification by 
the commissioner of revenue that the program has been successfully tested 
and is ready for implementation, but not later than January 1, 2017. Until 
such certification occurs, no law enforcement action shall be taken based on the 
program. 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1. 


insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 


Biipiles’s' Notes shall be promulgated in accordance with the 


Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 10 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and 


Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 
chapter 5. 


55-12-213. Uninsured motorist identification restricted fund estab- 
lished. 


(a) There is established within the general fund an account to be known as 
the “uninsured motorist identification restricted fund.” 

(b) The fund shall consist of money generated from this part, less any 
amount distributed to the county clerks and the department of safety, and 
funds appropriated by the general assembly. The commissioner of revenue 
shall use only the money in the fund in administering this part. 

(c) Any unencumbered moneys and any unexpended balance of the fund 
remaining at the end of any fiscal year shall not revert to the general fund, but 
shall be carried forward and maintained in separate accounts until expended 
in accordance with this part. 

(d) Moneys in the fund shall be invested by the state treasurer for the 
benefit of the fund pursuant to § 9-4-603. Interest accruing on investments 
and deposits of the fund shall be returned to the fund and remain a part of the 
fund. The fund shall be administered by the commissioner of revenue. 


55-12-214 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 10 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and 
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insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 
chapter 5. 


55-12-214. Effect of part on existing financial responsibility require- 


ments. 


Nothing in this part shall alter the existing financial responsibility require- 


ments in this chapter. 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 10 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and 


insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 
chapter 5. 


55-12-215. No fee or surcharge to be levied on automobile liability 


insurers. 


Nothing in this part shall allow the department of revenue or its designated 
agent to levy any fee or surcharge on automobile liability insurers. 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2015, ch. 511, § 10 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue, the commissioner of 
safety, and the commissioner of commerce and 


insurance are authorized to promulgate rules 
to effectuate the purposes of this act. All rules 
shall be promulgated in accordance with the 
Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, com- 
piled in Tennessee Code Annotated, title 4, 
chapter 5. 


PART 3 


CAR SHARING PROGRAM INSURANCE COVERAGE 
[EFFECTIVE ON JANUARY 1, 2021] 


55-12-301. Part definitions. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 


As used in this part: 


(1) “Car sharing delivery period” means the period of time during which a 
shared vehicle is being delivered to the location of the car sharing start time, 
if applicable, as documented by the governing car sharing program 


agreement; 


(2) “Car sharing period” means the period of time: 
(A) That commences with the car sharing delivery period and ends at the 


car sharing termination time; or 


(B) If there is no car sharing delivery period, that commences with the 
car sharing start time and ends at the car sharing termination time; 
(3) “Car sharing program agreement”: 

(A) Means the terms and conditions applicable to a shared vehicle owner 
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and a shared vehicle driver that govern the use of a shared vehicle through 

a peer-to-peer car sharing program; and 

(B) Does not mean rental car agreement with a rental car company; 
(4) “Car sharing start time” means the time when the shared vehicle 

becomes subject to the control of the shared vehicle driver at or after the time 
the reservation of a shared vehicle is scheduled to begin as documented in the 
records of a peer-to-peer car sharing program; 

(5) “Car sharing termination time” means the earliest of the following 
events: 

(A) The expiration of the agreed upon period of time established for the 
use of a shared vehicle according to the terms of the car sharing program 
agreement if the shared vehicle is delivered to the location agreed upon in 
the car sharing program agreement; 

(B) When the shared vehicle is returned to a location as alternatively 
agreed upon by the shared vehicle owner and shared vehicle driver as 
communicated through a peer-to-peer car sharing program; or 

(C) When the shared vehicle owner or the shared vehicle owner’s autho- 
rized designee, takes possession and control of the shared vehicle; 

(6) “Peer-to-peer car sharing”: 

(A) Means the authorized use of a vehicle by an individual other than the 
vehicle’s owner through a peer-to-peer car sharing program; and 

(B) Does not include the services offered by a rental car company; 

(7) “Peer-to-peer car sharing program”: 

(A) Means a business platform that connects vehicle owners with drivers 
to enable the sharing of vehicles for financial consideration; and 

(B) Does not include: 

(i) The services offered by a rental car company; or 
(it) A service provider who is solely providing hardware or software as 

a service to a person or entity that is not effectuating payment of financial 

consideration for use of a shared vehicle; 

(8) “Rental car company” means a business engaged in the rental of motor 
vehicles that is subject to title 67, chapter 4, part 19, and not a peer-to-peer car 
sharing program; 

(9) “Shared vehicle”: 

(A) Means a vehicle that is available for sharing through a peer-to-peer 
car sharing program; and | 

(B) Does not mean a rental vehicle provided by a rental car company; 
(10) “Shared vehicle driver” means an individual who has been authorized 

to drive the shared vehicle by the shared vehicle owner under a car sharing 
program agreement; and 

(11) “Shared vehicle owner” means the registered owner, or a person or 
entity designated by the registered owner, of a vehicle made available for 
sharing to shared vehicle drivers through a peer-to-peer car sharing program. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 5. Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 8. January 1, 2021. 
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55-12-302. Insurance coverage during car sharing period. [Effective 
on January 1, 2021.] 


(a) A peer-to-peer car sharing program shall assume liability, except as 
provided in subsection (6b), of a shared vehicle owner for bodily injury or 
property damage to third parties or uninsured and underinsured motorist 
losses during the car sharing period in an amount, as stated in the peer-to-peer 
car sharing program agreement, that must not be less than the amount set forth 
in subsection (d). 

(b) Notwithstanding the car sharing termination time, the assumption of 
liability under subsection (a) does not apply to any shared vehicle owner when: 

(1) A shared vehicle owner makes an intentional or fraudulent material 
misrepresentation or omission to the peer-to-peer car sharing program before 
the car sharing period in which the loss occurred; or 

(2) A shared vehicle owner has acted in concert with a shared vehicle 
driver who fails to return the shared vehicle pursuant to the terms of the car 
sharing program agreement. 

(c) Notwithstanding the car sharing termination time, the assumption of 
liability under subsection (a) applies to bodily injury, property damage, 
uninsured and underinsured motorist, or losses by damaged third parties to the 
extent required for proof of financial responsibility, as defined in § 55-12-102. 

(d) A peer-to-peer car sharing program shall ensure that, during each car 
sharing period, the shared vehicle owner and the shared vehicle driver are 
insured under a motor vehicle liability insurance policy that: 

(1) Provides insurance coverage in amounts no less than the minimum 
amounts for proof of financial responsibility, as defined in $ 55-12-102; and 

(2)(A) Recognizes that the shared vehicle insured under the policy is made 

available and used through a peer-to-peer car sharing program; or 

(B) Does not exclude the use of a shared vehicle by a shared vehicle 
driver. 

(e) The insurance requirement described under subsection (d) may be satis- 
fied by motor vehicle liability insurance maintained by: 

(1) A shared vehicle owner; 

(2) A shared vehicle driver; 

(3) A peer-to-peer car sharing program; or 

(4) Any combination of those described in subdivisions (e)(1)-(3). 

(f) Except as otherwise provided for in this section: 

(1) The insurance described in subsection (e) that is used to satisfy the 
insurance requirement of subsection (d) is primary during each car sharing 
period; 

(2) If coverage is applicable through more than one (1) motor vehicle 
liability insurance policy as set forth in subdivision (e)(4), then the order of 
priority of coverage is as follows, unless one (1) policy contains a provision 
affirmatively stating that the policy’s coverage is primary and thereby is 
primary during the car sharing period: 

(A) A policy maintained by the shared vehicle driver is first in priority; 
(B) A policy maintained by the peer-to-peer car sharing program is next 
in priority; and 
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(C) A policy maintained by the shared vehicle owner is last in priority; 
and 

(3) If coverage is applicable through more than one (1) motor vehicle 
liability insurance policy as set forth in subdivision (e)(4) and more than one 
(1) of those policies contain a provision affirmatively stating that the policy’s 
coverage is primary, then the order of priority of coverage is as described in 
subdivisions (f)(2)(A)-(C). 

(g)(l) The peer-to-peer car sharing program shall assume primary liability 

for a claim when: 

(A) The peer-to-peer car sharing program is in whole or in part provid- 

ing the insurance required under subsections (d) and (e); 

(B) A dispute exists as to who was in control of the shared motor vehicle 
at the time of the loss; and 
(C) The peer-to-peer car sharing program does not have available, did 

not retain, or fails to provide the information required by § 55-12-3085. 

(2) The peer-to-peer car sharing program may seek indemnity from a 
shared vehicle owner if the shared vehicle owner is determined to have been 
the operator of the shared vehicle at the time of the loss. 

(h) If insurance maintained by a shared vehicle owner or shared vehicle 
driver in accordance with subsection (e) has lapsed or does not provide the 
coverage required by subsection (d), then: 

(1) Insurance maintained by a peer-to-peer car sharing program must 
provide the coverage required by subsection (d) beginning with the first dollar 
of a claim; and 

(2) The peer-to-peer car sharing program has the duty to defend the claim, 
except under circumstances as set forth in subsection (b). 

(i) Coverage under a motor vehicle liability insurance policy maintained by 
the peer-to-peer car sharing program is not dependent on another insurer first 
denying a claim nor ts another motor vehicle liability insurance policy required 
to first deny a claim. 

() This section does not: 

(1) Limit the liability of the peer-to-peer car sharing program for any act or 
omission of the peer-to-peer car sharing program itself that results in injury 
to any person as a result of the use of a shared vehicle through a peer-to-peer 
car sharing program; 

(2) Limit the ability of the peer-to-peer car sharing program to, by contract, 
seek indemnification from the shared vehicle owner or the shared vehicle 
driver for economic loss sustained by the peer-to-peer car sharing program 
resulting from a breach of the terms and conditions of the car sharing 
program agreement; or 

(3) Limit the obligations of a shared vehicle owner to comply with the 
requirements of part 1 of this chapter. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 5. Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 8. January 1, 2021. 
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55-12-303. Notification of implications of lien. [Effective on January 1, 
2021.1] 


At the time when a vehicle owner registers as a shared vehicle owner on a 
peer-to-peer car sharing program, and prior to the time when the shared vehicle 
owner makes a shared vehicle available for car sharing on the peer-to-peer car 
sharing program, the peer-to-peer car sharing program shall notify the shared 
vehicle owner that, if the shared vehicle has a lien against it, then the use of the 
shared vehicle through a peer-to-peer car sharing program, including use 
without physical damage coverage, may violate the terms of the contract with 
the lienholder. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 5. Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 8. January 1, 2021. 


55-12-304. Applicability to exclusions in motor vehicle liability insur- 
ance policies. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 


This part does not invalidate or limit an exclusion contained in a motor 
vehicle liability insurance policy, including any insurance policy in use or 
approved for use, that excludes coverage for motor vehicles made available for 
rent, sharing, or hire or for any business use. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 5. Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 8. January 1, 2021. 


55-12-305. Recordkeeping — Use of vehicle in car sharing. [Effective 
on January 1, 2021.] 


(a) A peer-to-peer car sharing program shall collect, verify, and maintain the 
records necessary to comply with this section for a time period not less than the 
applicable bodily injury or property damage statute of limitations. 

(6) Upon request by a shared vehicle owner, the insurer of the shared vehicle 
owner, a shared vehicle driver, or the insurer of a shared vehicle driver, for the 
purpose of assisting a claim coverage investigation, settlement, negotiation, or 
litigation, a peer-to-peer car sharing program shall provide the following 
information: 

(1) The precise start and termination times for the car sharing period 
during which an event occurred giving rise to a claim; 

(2) The information set forth in § 55-12-308(b) for the car sharing period 
during which an event occurred giving rise to a claim; and 

(3) For the period twelve (12) hours preceding and twelve (12) hours 
following an event giving rise to a claim, the precise start and termination 
times for all car sharing periods other than the period disclosed under 
subdivision (b)(1), and the information set forth in §$ 55-12-308(b) with 
respect to the car sharing periods. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 5. Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 8. January 1, 2021. 
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55-12-306. Exemption — Vicarious liability. [Effective on January 1, 
2021.] 


A peer-to-peer car sharing program and a shared vehicle owner are exempt 
from vicarious liability consistent with 49 U.S.C. $ 30106 and under any state 
or local law that imposes liability solely based on vehicle ownership. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 5. Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 8. January 1, 2021. 


55-12-307. Indemnification. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 


Each car sharing program agreement made in this state must disclose to the 
shared vehicle owner and the shared vehicle driver: 

(1) Any right of the peer-to-peer car sharing program to seek indemnifica- 
tion from the shared vehicle owner or the shared vehicle driver for economic 
loss sustained by the peer-to-peer car sharing program resulting from a 
breach of the terms and conditions of the car sharing program agreement; 

(2) That a motor vehicle liability insurance policy issued to the shared 
vehicle owner for the shared vehicle or to the shared vehicle driver does not 
provide a defense or indemnification for any claim asserted by the peer-to- 
peer car sharing program; 

(3) That the peer-to-peer car sharing program’s insurance coverage on the 
shared vehicle owner and the shared vehicle driver is in effect only during 
each car sharing period and that, for any use of the shared vehicle by the 
shared vehicle driver after the car sharing termination time, the shared 
vehicle driver and the shared vehicle owner may not have insurance coverage; 

(4) The daily rate, fees, and if applicable, any insurance or protection 
package costs that are charged to the shared vehicle owner or the shared 
vehicle driver; 

(5) That the shared vehicle owner’s motor vehicle liability insurance may 
not provide coverage for a shared vehicle; 

(6) An emergency telephone number to personnel. capable of fielding 
roadside assistance and other customer service inquiries; and 

(7) Whether there are conditions under which a shared vehicle driver must 
maintain a personal automobile insurance policy with certain applicable 
coverage limits on a primary basis in order to book a shared motor vehicle. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 5. Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 8. January 1, 2021. 


55-12-308. Driver license verification and data retention. [Effective on 
January 1, 2021.] 


(a) A peer-to-peer car sharing program shall not enter into a peer-to-peer car 
sharing program agreement with a driver unless the driver who will operate the 
shared vehicle: 

(1) Holds a driver license issued under the laws of this state that autho- 
rizes the driver to operate vehicles of the class of the shared vehicle; 
(2) Is a nonresident who: 
(A) Has a driver license issued by the state or country of the driver’s 
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residence that authorizes the driver in that state or country to drive vehicles 
of the class of the shared vehicle; and 
(B) Is at least the same age as that required of a resident to drive; or 

(3) Otherwise is specifically authorized by the laws of this state to drive 
vehicles of the class of the shared vehicle. 
(b) A peer-to-peer car sharing program shall keep a record of: 

(1) The name and address of the shared vehicle driver; 

(2) The number of the driver license of the shared vehicle driver and each 
other person, if any, who will operate the shared vehicle; and 

(3) The place of issuance of the driver license. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 5. Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 8. January 1, 2021. 


55-12-309. Responsibility for equipment. [Effective on January 1, 
2021.] 


A peer-to-peer car sharing program has sole responsibility for any equipment, 
such asa GPS system or other special equipment that is put in or on the vehicle 
to monitor or facilitate the car sharing transaction, and shall agree to 
indemnify and hold harmless the vehicle owner for any damage to or theft of the 
equipment during the sharing period not caused by the vehicle owner. The 
peer-to-peer car sharing program has the right to seek indemnity from the 
shared vehicle driver for any loss or damage to the equipment that occurs 
during the sharing period. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 5. Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 8. January 1, 2021. 


55-12-310. Automobile safety recalls. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 


(a) At the time when a vehicle owner registers as a shared vehicle owner on 
a peer-to-peer car sharing program and prior to the time when the shared 
vehicle owner makes a shared vehicle available for car sharing on the 
peer-to-peer car sharing program, the peer-to-peer car sharing program shall: 
(1) Verify that the shared vehicle does not have any safety recalls on the 
vehicle for which the repairs have not been made; and 
(2) Notify the shared vehicle owner of the requirements under subsection 
(b) of this section. 
(b)(1) If the shared vehicle owner has received an actual notice of a safety 
recall on the vehicle, then a shared vehicle owner may not make a vehicle 
available as a shared vehicle on a peer-to-peer car sharing program until the 
safety recall repair has been made. 
(2) If a shared vehicle owner receives an actual notice of a safety recall on 
a shared vehicle while the shared vehicle is made available on the peer-to- 
peer car sharing program, then the shared vehicle owner shall remove the 
shared vehicle as available on the peer-to-peer car sharing program, as soon 
as practicably possible after receiving the notice of the safety recall and until — 
the safety recall repair has been made. 
(3) If a shared vehicle owner receives an actual notice of a safety recall 
while the shared vehicle is being used in the possession of a shared vehicle 
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driver, then, as soon as practicably possible after receiving the notice of the 
safety recall, the shared vehicle owner shall notify the peer-to-peer car 
sharing program about the safety recall so that the shared vehicle owner may 
address the safety recall repair. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 5. Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 8. January 1, 2021. 


55-12-311. Conflicts. [Effective on January 1, 2021.] 
Nothing in chapter 796 of Public Acts of 2020 shall expand or restrict in any 


| manner the respective rights or obligations of, or limitations upon, motor 


vehicle manufacturers and licensed motor vehicle dealers as set forth in chapter 
17, part 1 of this title. To the extent that this act conflicts with chapter 17, part 
1 of this title, then chapter 17, part 1 of this title shall control. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 5. Acts 2020, ch. 796, § 8. January 1, 2021. 
CHAPTER 13 


FINANCING SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES 


Section 

55-13-101. Chapter definitions. 

55-13-102. Financing agreements limiting competition unlawful. 

55-13-103. Threats — Prima facie evidence. 

55-13-104. Subsidization or discrimination prohibited. 

55-13-105. Injunction and quo warranto — Proceedings to restrain violations. 
55-13-106. Penalty for violations. 

55-13-107. Suit for damages sustained. 


55-13-101. Chapter definitions. 


As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Dealer” means any person, partnership, or corporation who is en- 
gaged in, or who intends to engage in the business of selling motor vehicles 
at retail in this state. “Dealer” also includes “retail agent”; 

(2) “Finance company or finance agency” means any person engaged in 
the business of financing the sale of motor vehicles, or engaged in the 
business of purchasing or acquiring promissory notes, either secured by 
vendor’s lien or chattel mortgage, arising from the sale of motor vehicles in 
this state; 

(3) “Manufacturer” means any person who is engaged, either directly or 
indirectly, in the manufacture of motor vehicles; 

(4) “Persons” means any individual, firm, corporation, partnership, asso- 
ciation, trustee, receiver or assignee for the benefit of creditors; 

(5) “Sell,” “sold,” “buy,” and “purchase” include exchange, barter, gift, and 
offer to contract to sell or buy; and 

(6) “Wholesale distributor” means any person engaged, directly or indi- 
rectly, in the sale or distribution of motor vehicles to agents or to dealers. 
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History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1937, ch. 244, § 1; C. Supp. 1950, Unfair trade practices, title 47, ch. 25. 
§ 6770.25 (Williams, § 6770.14); T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), § 59-1301. 


55-13-102. Financing agreements limiting competition unlawful. 


(a) It is unlawful for any manufacturer or wholesale distributor of motor 
vehicles to sell or contract for the sale of motor vehicles to any motor vehicle 
dealer on the condition, or the agreement, expressed or implied, that the dealer 
shall finance the purchase or sale of motor vehicles only through a designated 
finance company or finance agency or class of persons. 

(b) Any such condition or agreement, having the effect of eliminating 
competition in the business of financing the sale of motor vehicles is declared 
to be against the public policy of the state, and the condition or agreement shall 
be unlawful, void and unenforceable. 


History. § 6770.26 (Williams, § 6770.15); T.C.A. (orig. 
Acts 1937, ch. 244, § 2; C. Supp. 1950, = ed.), § 59-1302. 


55-13-103. Threats — Prima facie evidence. 


If any threat, express or implied, is made to any motor vehicle dealer, by any 
manufacturer, or wholesale distributor on authority of any manufacturer, to 
the effect that the manufacturer or wholesale distributor will discontinue to 
sell, or will terminate a contract to sell motor vehicles to the dealer unless the 
dealer finances the purchase or sale of motor vehicles only through a desig- 
nated finance company or finance agency or class of persons, the threat so 
made shall be prima facie evidence of the fact that the manufacturer or 
wholesale distributor has sold, or intends to sell, motor vehicles, on the 
condition or with the agreement prohibited in § 55-13-102. 


History. § 6770.27 (Williams, § 6770.16); T.C.A. (orig. 
Acts 1937, ch. 244, § 3; C. Supp. 1950,  ed.), § 59-1303. 


55-13-104. Subsidization or discrimination prohibited. 


(a) It is unlawful for any manufacturer or wholesale distributor to pay or 
give a subsidy to any finance company or finance agency or class of persons, or 
to discriminate against or in favor of any finance company or finance agency or 
class of persons. 

(b) It is unlawful for any finance company or finance agency or class of 
persons to accept any such subsidy or the benefit of any such discrimination. 


History. § 6770.28 (Williams, § 6770.17); T.C.A. (orig. 
Acts 1937, ch. 244, § 4; C. Supp. 1950, _ ed.), § 59-1304. 
55-13-105. Injunction and quo warranto — Proceedings to restrain 
violations. 


(a) The chancery courts have jurisdiction to grant injunctions restraining 
violations of this chapter upon proceedings brought by the attorney general 
and reporter, the district attorney general or any party in interest. 
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(b) For repeated violations of this chapter, the court may enjoin a finance 
company, finance agency, or any person or persons from thereafter engaging in 
the business of financing the purchase or sale of motor vehicles in this state. 

(c) Where the violator is a corporation, domestic or foreign, the charter 
rights, franchises or privileges of the corporation or the privilege of doing 
business in this state may be revoked in a quo warranto proceeding brought by 
the attorney general and reporter or the district attorney general for the 
proper district. In this proceeding, the court shall enter an order or decree as 
it deems reasonable and proper to carry into effect this chapter and to prevent 
unfair competition and prohibit monopolies. 


_ History. § 6770.29 (Williams, § 6770.18); modified; 
Acts 1937, ch. 244, § 5; C. Supp. 1950,  T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1305. 


55-13-106. Penalty for violations. 


Any person, or any employee, agent or officer of any person who violates this 
chapter commits a Class B misdemeanor. 


_ History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1937, ch. 244, § 6; C. Supp. 1950, Penalty for Class B misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
§ 6770.30 (Williams, § 6770.19); T.C.A. (orig. 111. 
ed.), § 59-1306; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 112. 


| §5-13-107. Suit for damages sustained. 


In addition to the other penalties provided in this chapter, any person who 

is injured in the person’s business or property, by any violation of this chapter, 

_ may proceed against the violator by suit to recover the damages so sustained 
and the costs of the suit. 


_ History. § 6770.31 (Williams, § 6770.20); T.C.A. (orig. 
Acts 1937, ch. 244, § 7;.C. Supp. 1950, .ed.), § 59-1307. 


CHAPTER 14 


DEALERS IN SECONDHAND AUTOMOBILE TIRES AND 
ACCESSORIES 


Section 

55-14-101. Dealers in secondhand automobile tires and accessories to report purchases daily to 
police headquarters. 

55-14-102. Articles not to be sold until possessed for three days. 

55-14-103. Violation a Class C misdemeanor. 

55-14-104. “Dealers” defined. 

55-14-105. Contents of records of purchase and resale of used parts and accessories. 

55-14-106. Inspection by law enforcement officers. 

55-14-107. Dealer failing to keep records of purchases and resales of used parts and accessories — 
Penalty. 


' 55-14-101. Dealers in secondhand automobile tires and accessories to 
report purchases daily to police headquarters. 


Dealers in secondhand automobile tires or secondhand automobile accesso- 
‘ries shall be required to make daily reports to the police headquarters of the 
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incorporated municipalities where these secondhand dealers transact their 
business, the reports to give a full description of all such articles that day 
purchased by the dealers, including numbers, markings, or workings appear- 
ing on the articles, and the description and address of the person from whom 
the articles were purchased by the dealer. 


History. Junkyards and automobile graveyards, title 
Acts 1921, ch. 15, § 1; Shan. Supp., 54, ch. 20. 

§ 6621a1; mod. Code 1932, § 6756; T.C.A. 

(orig. ed.), § 59-1401. 


Cross-References. 
Automobile graveyards, licensing and con- 
trol, § 7-51-701. 


55-14-102. Articles not to be sold until possessed for three days. 


No sale of any secondhand automobile tires or secondhand automobile 
accessories shall be made by any dealer in the articles until they have been in 
the dealer’s possession for a period of three (3) days. 


History. § 6621a2; Code 1932, § 6757; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
Acts 1921) ch’ 15,°° 8° 2; “Shan. Supp., '  §’ 59-1402: 


55-14-103. Violation a Class C misdemeanor. 


A violation of this chapter is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1921, ch. 15, § 3; Shan. Supp., Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
§ 6621a3; mod. Code 1932, § 6758; T.C.A. 111. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-1403; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1138. 


55-14-104. “Dealers” defined. 


Wherever the word “dealers” is used in §§ 55-14-105 — 55-14-107, it means 
all persons, partnerships or corporations engaged in the used or junk car 
business who purchase for resale used automobile parts and/or accessories. 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 411, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-1404. 


55-14-105. Contents of records of purchase and resale of used parts 
and accessories. 


(a) All dealers as described in § 55-14-104 shall keep records of all used 
automobile parts and/or accessories purchased by them for resale and these 
records shall contain, but not be limited to, the following: 

(1) Name and address of the person from whom the dealer purchased the 
parts and/or accessories; 

(2) Areceipt signed by the person from whom the dealer bought the parts 
and/or accessories, showing the dealer’s purchase price; 

(3) The license number of the motor vehicle used by the seller, if there is 
one; and 

(4) The person or place where the seller obtained the parts or accessories. 


719 SALE OF MOTOR FUEL REGULATED 55-15-101 


(b) The information shall be obtained by the dealer before purchasing the 
articles for resale. 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 411, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-1405. 


55-14-106. Inspection by law enforcement officers. 


All records and information required to be kept by the dealer shall be made 
available for inspection by any law enforcement officer or official, and the 
records and information shall be kept by the dealer for a period of two (2) years 
from the date of purchase by the dealer; provided, that no law enforcement 
officer or official shall use this information for any purpose other than the 
enforcement of law. 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 411, § 3; T.C.A., § 59-1406. 


55-14-107. Dealer failing to keep records of purchases and resales of 
used parts and accessories — Penalty. 


Any dealer who fails to comply with §§ 55-14-104 — 55-14-106 commits a 
Class C misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1957, ch. 411, § 4; T.C.A., § 59-1407; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 111. 
CHAPTER 15 


SALE OF MOTOR FUEL REGULATED 


Section 

55-15-101. Sale of motor fuel and lubricating oils regulated — Posting of sign or placard stating 
price of each product sold required. 

55-15-102. Sales to be at prices shown on sign or placard. 

55-15-103. “Motor vehicle” defined. 

55-15-104. Violation a misdemeanor — Penalty. 


55-15-101. Sale of motor fuel and lubricating oils regulated — Posting 
of sign or placard stating price of each product sold 
required. 


It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to sell or offer for sale at 
retail, for use or consumption in any motor vehicle, or to deliver into any motor 
vehicle for actual or apparent use therein, any product for use in supplying, 
creating or generating motive power to that motor vehicle, or lubricating oil for 
that motor vehicle, unless the person, firm or corporation conspicuously and 
plainly posts at the place of the sale or delivery, a sign or placard, stating the 
price of each such product, and oil, separately, and so that the prices can be 
readily and easily distinguished by brand or other designation as legible 
words, letters and figures of uniform size and dimensions. The sign or placard 
Shall be so located and placed that it may easily be seen and read by 
purchasers or prospective purchasers of the product or oil. 
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Petroleum trade practices, title 47, ch. 25, 
part 6. 


History. 

Acts 1939, ch. 200, § 1; C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 6770.32 (Williams, § 6770.40); T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), § 59-1501. 


Cross-References. 
Kerosene and motor fuels quality inspection, 
title 47, ch. 18, part 13. 


55-15-102. Sales to be at prices shown on sign or placard. 


It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to sell or offer for sale at 
retail, for use or consumption in any motor vehicle, or to deliver into any motor 
vehicle, for actual apparent use therein, any product whatsoever for use in 
supplying, creating or generating motive power to the motor vehicle, or 
lubricating oil for the motor vehicle, at any price or prices, except the exact 
price or prices contained on the sign or placard required by this chapter, or to 
offer, deliver, grant, allow, give or promise, any actual, prospective, contingent, 
immediate or future benefits, concessions, discounts, refunds, premiums or 
gratuities of any kind or nature, that, in any degree, manner or extent, shall, 
or be calculated or intended to, effect or accomplish a sale of the product for 
other than the posted price or prices. 


History. 
Acts 1939, ch. 200, § 2; C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 6770.33 (Williams, § 6770.41); T.C.A. (orig. 


Law Reviews. 
Constitutional Law—1956 Tennessee Survey 
(Paul H. Sanders), 9 Vand. L. Rev. 943. 


ed.), § 59-1502. 


55-15-103. “Motor vehicle” defined. 


“Motor vehicle,” as used in this chapter, includes all vehicles propelled by 
any power other than muscular power, except traction engines, road rollers, 
fire and police vehicles, ambulances, agricultural tractors, tractor cranes, 
steam shovels, road building machinery, electric trucks with small wheels used 
in factories, warehouses, and railroad stations and operated principally on 


private property, and such vehicles run only upon rails or tracks. 


History. 
Acts 1939, ch. 200, § 3; C. Supp. 1950, 


§ 6770.34 (Williams, § 6770.42); T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), § 59-1508. 


55-15-104. Violation a misdemeanor — Penalty. 


(a) A violation of this chapter is a Class C misdemeanor. 
(b) Each day or part of a day during which a price sign is posted in violation 
of § 55-15-101 constitutes a separate offense. 


History. 

Acts 1939, ch: 200, § 4; C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 6770.35 (Williams, § 6770.43); T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), § 59-1504; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
ihe 


Attorney General Opinions. 

A person arrested for driving under the influ- 
ence of an intoxicant does not have the right to 
request that a specific towing company tow his 
vehicle, OAG 02-104, 2002 Tenn. AG LEXIS 109 
(10/01/02). 
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CHAPTER 16 
UNCLAIMED OR ABANDONED VEHICLES 


Section 

55-16-101. 
55-16-102. 
55-16-1083. 
55-16-104. 
55-16-105. 
55-16-106. 
55-16-107. 
55-16-108. 
55-16-109. 
55-16-110. 
55-16-111. 
55-16-112. 
55-16-113. 


[Repealed.] 
[Repealed.] 
Definitions. 


Disposal to demolishers. 

Duties of demolishers. 

[Repealed.] 

Restrictions on towing of vehicles. 


55-16-101. [Repealed.] 


History. 

Acts, 1955; ch. (253,) §) 1501967, ch. 21,811; 
T.C.A., § 59-1601; Acts 1983, ch. 463, § 1; 
1999, ch. 284, § 3; 2009, ch. 5380, § 128; re- 
pealed by Acts 2019, ch. 209, § 1, effective April 
25, 2019. 


59-16-102. [Repealed.] 


History. | 

Acts 1955, ch. 253, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-1602; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; repealed by Acts 
2019, ch. 209, § 2, effective April 25, 2019. 


55-16-103. Definitions. 


Authority to take possession of abandoned motor vehicles or those used in curbstoning. 
Notification of owners and lienholders. 

Auction of abandoned, immobile or unattended motor vehicles. 

Garagekeepers and towing firms authorized to enforce lien. 


Written authorization required for towing or storage of motor vehicle. 
Kickbacks involving the towing of vehicles. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former § 55-16-101 concerned report of un- 
claimed vehicles and applicability of chapter 
provisions to unclaimed vehicles on residential 
property. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-16-102 concerned failure to sub- 
mit required report under former § 55-16-101. 


As used in this section and §§ 55-16-104 — 55-16-109: 
(1) “Abandoned motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle that: 
(A) Is over four (4) years old and is left unattended on public property 


for more than ten (10) days; 


(B) Is in an obvious state of disrepair and is left unattended on public 
property for more than three (3) days; 
(C) Has remained illegally on public property for a period of more than 


forty-eight (48) hours; 


(D) Has remained on private property without the consent of the owner 


or person in control of the property for more than forty-eight (48) hours; or 

(E) Has been stored, parked or left in a garage, trailer park, or any type 
of storage or parking lot for more than thirty (30) consecutive days; 

(2) “Curbstoning” means the selling, offering for sale, advertising for sale, 
or soliciting the sale of: 

(A) Any motor vehicle without a properly endorsed certificate of title as 
required by § 55-3-127 by a person or entity engaged primarily in the sale 
of used motor vehicles if the person or entity is not licensed as a motor 
vehicle dealer under § 55-17-109; or 

(B) More than five (5) motor vehicles in any twelve-month period when 
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the motor vehicles are titled in the person’s name or the name of the entity 

engaged primarily in the sale of used motor vehicles if the person or entity 

is not licensed as a motor vehicle dealer under § 55-17-109; 

(3) “Demolisher” means any person whose business is to convert a motor 
vehicle into processed scrap or scrap metal, or otherwise to wreck or 
dismantle motor vehicles; 

(4) “Immobile motor vehicle” means any motor vehicle, trailer, semi- 
trailer, or combination or part of a motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer that 
is immobilized and incapable of moving under its own power due to an 
accident, mechanical breakdown, weather conditions or other emergency 
situation; 

(5) “Obvious state of disrepair” means a motor vehicle exhibiting one (1) 
or more of the following characteristics: inoperable under its own power, 
without one (1) or more wheels or inflated tires, burned throughout, or with 
more than one (1) broken window; 

(6) “Police department” means the Tennessee highway patrol, the sheriffs 
department of any county, or the police department of any city or town. In 
any county with a population of four hundred thousand (400,000) or more, 
according to the 1980 federal census or any subsequent federal census, with 
a metropolitan form of government, “police department” also means any 
department, board or commission designated by the legislative body of the 
metropolitan government to perform the duties of a police department 
specified in this chapter; 

(7) “Possession,” as used in § 55-16-108(e), shall be construed to mean 
either physical possession or constructive possession by a unit of govern- 
ment. “Physical possession” means seizure and physical custody by a unit of 
government. “Constructive possession” shall be determined by the power 
and intent of a unit of government to control; and 

(8) “Unattended motor vehicle” means any motor vehicle, semitrailer, or 
combination or part of a motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer, that is on 
public or private property, unattended by the owner or authorized driver, 
and interferes with or impedes the orderly flow of traffic, or a motor vehicle 
that is unattended by reason of the arrest of the driver of the motor vehicle. 


History. Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
Acts 1967, ch. 250, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-1603; supplement. 

Acts 1989, ch. 185, § 1; 1994, ch. 635, §§ 1, 2; For the Preamble to the act concerning the 

1996, ch. 868, §§ 2, 3; 1998, ch. 760, § 3; 1999, problems associated with curbstoning, see Acts 

ch. :302,'§)1; 2002, ch. 736; §§ 1, 2; 2015, ch., . 2015, ch. 344. 


344, § 1. 
Cross-References. 


Compiler’s Notes. Disposition of unclaimed property, title 66, 
For tables of U.S. decennial populations of ch. 29, part 1. 


55-16-104. Authority to take possession of abandoned motor vehicles 
or those used in curbstoning. 


(a) A police department may take into custody any motor vehicle found 
abandoned, immobile, unattended, or used in curbstoning on public or private 
property; provided, that any motor vehicle used in curbstoning on residential 
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property may not be taken into custody unless the police department provides 
notice on the motor vehicle at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the seizure. 

(b) A police department may employ its own personnel, equipment, and 
facilities or hire persons, equipment, and facilities for the purpose of removing, 
preserving, and storing motor vehicles that have been abandoned, immobile, 
unattended, or used in curbstoning. 

(c) Any motor vehicle used in curbstoning is subject to seizure and forfeiture 
in the same manner as is provided by law for seizure and forfeiture of other 
items under title 40, chapter 33. 

(d) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, nothing in this section shall 
limit a local government’s initiative for more restrictive requirements regard- 
ing the sale of curbstoned vehicles. 


History. Cross-References. 


Acts 1967, ch. 250, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-1604; Disposition of unclaimed property, title 66, 
Acts 1996, ch. 868, § 4; 2015, ch. 344, § 2. ch. 29, part 1. 
Personal property encroaching state highway 


+ bd 
Compiler’s Notes. rights-of-way, § 54-5-136. 


For the Preamble to the act concerning the 
problems associated with curbstoning, see Acts 
2015, ch. 344. 


' 55-16-105. Notification of owners and lienholders. 


(a) A police department that takes into custody an abandoned, immobile, or 


_unattended motor vehicle, shall, within three (3) business days after taking 


such motor vehicle into custody, verify ownership of such motor vehicle 


pursuant to subsection (f). The police department shall, within three (3) 
business days after receiving verification of ownership, notify by registered 


mail, return receipt requested, the last known registered owner of the motor 
vehicle and all lien holders of record that the vehicle has been taken into 


custody. The notice shall describe the year, make, model and serial number of 
the abandoned, immobile, or unattended motor vehicle; set forth the location of 


the facility where the motor vehicle is being held; inform the owner and any 
lenholders of their right to reclaim the motor vehicle within ten (10) days after 
the date of the notice, upon payment of all towing, preservation and storage 
charges resulting from placing the vehicle in custody; and state that the failure 
of the owner or lienholders to exercise their right to reclaim the vehicle within 
the time provided shall be deemed a waiver by the owner and all lienholders of 
all right, title and interest in the vehicle and consent to the sale of the 
abandoned, immobile, or unattended motor vehicle at a public auction. 

(b) A police department is not required to comply with the requirements of 
subsection (a) if it provides preseizure notice to the owner of the motor vehicle 
and all lienholders of record that the vehicle has been found to be abandoned, 
immobile, or unattended. Any preseizure notice shall be sent by registered or 
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the last known address of the owner 
of record and to all lienholders of record. The notice shall be written in plain 
language and shall contain the year, make, model and vehicle identification 
number of the motor vehicle, if ascertainable, the location of the motor vehicle, 


' and a statement advising the owner that the owner has ten (10) days to appeal 
the determination by the police department that the vehicle is abandoned, 
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immobile, or unattended or to remove the vehicle from the property, or the 
police department shall take the abandoned, immobile, or unattended vehicle 
into custody. The notice shall further inform the owner and any lienholders of 
their right to reclaim the motor vehicle after it is taken into custody but before 
it is sold or demolished, upon payment of all towing, preservation, storage or 
any other charges resulting from placing the vehicle in custody, and state that 
the failure of the owner or lienholders to exercise their right to reclaim the 
vehicle shall be deemed a waiver by the owner and all lienholders of all right, 
title and interest in the vehicle and consent to the demolition of the vehicle or 
its sale at a public auction. If the owner or lienholder cannot be located through 
the exercise of due diligence, notice by publication shall be given as set out in 
subsection (c). If the owner or lienholder of an abandoned, immobile, or 
unattended motor vehicle fails to appeal the determination that the vehicle is 
abandoned, immobile, or unattended or fails to remove the motor vehicle 
within the time allowed for an appeal, the police department may take the 
vehicle into custody. If an appeal is made, the motor vehicle shall not be taken 
into custody while the appeal is pending. Failure to appeal within the specific 
time period shall, without exception, constitute waiver of the right of appeal. 

(c) In the event there is no response to the notice by registered mail provided 
for in subsection (a), then there shall be notice by one (1) publication in one (1) 
newspaper of general circulation in the area where the motor vehicle was 
abandoned, immobile, or unattended. The notice shall be in a small display ad 
format, but one (1) advertisement may contain multiple listings of abandoned, 
immobile, or unattended vehicles. 

(d) The consequences and effect of failure to reclaim an abandoned, immo- 
bile, or unattended motor vehicle shall be as set forth in a valid notice given 
pursuant to this section. 

(e) Ifthe owner of the vehicle is not present, then within fifteen (15) minutes 
of any person, firm, or entity towing any vehicle pursuant to this chapter, such 
person, firm, or entity shall notify local law enforcement of the vehicle 
identification number (VIN), registration information, license plate number 
and description of the vehicle. A violation of this requirement by any person, 
firm or entity is a Class A misdemeanor. Local law enforcement shall keep a 
record of all such information which shall be available for public inspection. 

(f) When an employee of a public agency or a towing company contracting 
with a public agency takes possession of a vehicle found abandoned, immobile, 
or unattended, an employee of the agency shall verify ownership through the 
Tennessee Information Enforcement System (TIES) and shall place the own- 
ership information on the towing sheet or form. The agency shall also provide 
the ownership information to any towing company or garagekeeper with whom 
the agency has a contract. If a public agency attempts to verify ownership 
information through TIES and the response is “Not on File,” the agency shall 
contact the department of revenue title and registration division which shall 
search records not contained in TIES for the ownership information. If the title 
and registration division locates ownership information through this search, it 
shall notify the appropriate public agency and the agency shall distribute the 
information as provided in this subsection (f). When any other person takes 
possession of a vehicle found abandoned, immobile, or unattended, the action 
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shall be reported immediately to the taxpayer and vehicle services division for 
verification of ownership on a form prescribed and provided by the registrar of 
motor vehicles. 
(g)(1) In addition to the notification requirements of subsection (a), any 
garagekeeper or towing firm, which has in its possession an abandoned, 
immobile or unattended motor vehicle taken into custody by a police 
department, and in whose possession the vehicle was lawfully placed by the 
police department, shall, within three (3) business days after such motor 
vehicle is taken into its possession, verify ownership of such motor vehicle 
pursuant to subsection (f). The garagekeeper or towing firm shall, within 
three (3) business days after receiving verification of ownership, provide 
notice to the last known registered owner of the motor vehicle and all 
lienholders of record. All notification requirements included in subsection (a) 
shall apply to the notice required to be provided by a garagekeeper or towing 
firm pursuant to this section. 

(2) A garagekeeper or towing firm that does not verify ownership of a 
motor vehicle within three (3) business days after taking possession of such 
motor vehicle pursuant to this section or that does not notify by mail the 
owner of such motor vehicle within three (3) business days after receiving 
verification of ownership from the appropriate state department or agency 
shall not be entitled to receive more than six (6) days of storage-related 
expenses. A garagekeeper or towing firm that is found by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to have failed upon presentment of payment for 
towing and storage expenses to release a motor vehicle shall be subject to 
civil liability to a vehicle owner, secured creditor, lessor or lienholder who 
prevails in an action brought under this section for reasonable costs and 
attorney’s fees incurred by the person instituting the action. 

(3) If the owner of the vehicle or the owner’s agent is present at the time 
that the vehicle is placed into the custody of a garagekeeper or towing firm, 
then this subsection (g) shall not apply to the garagekeeper or towing firm; 
provided, however, that this subdivision (g)(3) does not exempt the garage- 
keeper or towing firm from any other notification requirements under this 
section or other provision of law. 


History. 

Acts 1967, ch. 250, § 3; 1976, ch. 419, § 1; 
T.C.A., § 59-1605; Acts 1989, ch. 182, §§ 2, 3; 
1994, ch. 635, § 3; 1996, ch. 868, § 4; 1998, ch. 
760, § 4; 1998, ch. 1074, § 1; 2010, ch. 984, 
9 (1, 2; 2011, ch. 30, §§ 1,2; 2011, ch. 244; § 1; 
2012, ch. 750, § 1; 2014, ch. 548, § 1; 2014, ch. 
894, § 1; 2018, ch. 850, §§ 1, 2. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2014, ch. 548, § 2 provided that the act, 


which amended subsection (e), shall apply to 
offenses occurring on or after July 1, 2014. 


Cross-References. 

Certified mail in lieu of registered mail, § 1- 
3-111. 

Disposition of unclaimed property, title 66, 
eh..29; part I; 

Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
21 


55-16-106. Auction of abandoned, immobile or unattended motor ve- 
hicles. 


(a) If an abandoned, immobile, or unattended motor vehicle has not been 
reclaimed as provided for in § 55-16-105, the police department shall sell the 
abandoned, immobile, or unattended motor vehicle at a public auction. 
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(b) The purchaser of the motor vehicle shall take title to the motor vehicle 
free and clear of all liens and claims of ownership, shall receive a sales receipt 
from the police department, and, upon presentation of the sales receipt, the 
department of revenue shall issue a certificate of title to the purchaser. 

(c) The sales receipt only shall be sufficient title for purposes of transferring 
the vehicle to a demolisher for demolition, wrecking or dismantling, and, in 
this case, no further titling of the vehicle shall be necessary. 

(d) The proceeds of the sale of an abandoned, immobile, or unattended 
motor vehicle shall be used for payment of the expenses of the auction, the 
costs of towing, preserving and storing the abandoned, immobile, or unat- — 
tended motor vehicle, and all notice and publication costs incurred pursuant to 
§ 55-16-105. 

(e)(1) Any remainder from the proceeds of a sale shall be held for the owner 

of the vehicle or entitled lienholder for forty-five (45) days, and then shall be 

deposited in a special fund that shall remain available for the payment of 
auction, towing, preserving, storage and all notice and publication costs that 
result from placing other abandoned, immobile, or unattended vehicles in 
custody, whenever the proceeds from a sale of other abandoned, immobile, or 
unattended motor vehicles are insufficient to meet these expenses and costs. 

(2) Whenever the chief fiscal officer of the state, county, city or town, as 
the case may be, finds that moneys in the special fund are in excess of 
reserves likely to be needed for the purposes thereof, the chief fiscal officer 
may transfer the excess to the general fund, but in this event, claims against 
the special fund, if the special fund is temporarily exhausted, shall be met 
from the general fund to the limit of any transfers previously made thereto 
pursuant to this section. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1967, ch. 250, § 4; T.C.A., § 59-1606; Disposition of unclaimed property, title 66, 
Acts 1989, ch. 182, § 1; 1996, ch. 868, § 4; ch. 29, part 1. 
2009, ch. 530, § 129. 


55-16-107. Garagekeepers and towing firms authorized to enforce lien. 


(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter to the contrary, the 
police department through its chief officer, after complying with § 55-16-1085, 
may execute a written waiver of its right to sell a vehicle taken into custody 
under this chapter in favor of a garagekeeper or towing firm in whose 
possession the vehicle was lawfully placed by the police department under this 
chapter. If a garagekeeper or towing firm has made repairs to a vehicle for 
which a waiver has been executed, the garagekeeper or towing firm may 
proceed to enforce the lien as provided in § 66-19-1038. If the garagekeeper or 
towing firm has not made repairs to a vehicle for which a waiver has been 
executed, the garagekeeper or towing firm may proceed to sell the vehicle in 
accordance with the procedure established in § 55-16-106. 

(b) As to third-party purchasers, the sale of the abandoned, immobile, or 
unattended vehicle shall be valid, but the garagekeeper or towing firm shall 
sell the vehicle in a commercially reasonable manner, and failure to do so may 
subject the garagekeeper or towing firm to suit for monetary damages by either 
the true owner or a lienholder. 
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History. which amended this section, shall apply to 
Acts 1967, ch. 250, § 5; T.C.A., § 59-1607; vehicles taken into storage on or after April 25, 
Acts 19838, ch. 463, § 2; 1996, ch. 868, 8§ 4,5; 2019. 


1998, ch. 760, § 5; 2019, ch. 209, §§ 3, 5. 
Cross-References. 


Compiler’s Notes. Disposition of unclaimed property, title 66, 
Acts 2019, ch. 209, § 8 provided that the act, ch. 29, part 1. 


55-16-108. Disposal to demolishers. 


(a) Any person, firm, corporation, or unit of government, upon whose 
property or in whose possession is found any abandoned, immobile, or 
unattended motor vehicle, or any person being the owner of a motor vehicle 
whose title certificate is faulty, lost, or destroyed, may apply to the police 
department of the jurisdiction in which the vehicle is situated for authority to 
sell, give away, or dispose of the vehicle to a demolisher. 

(b) The application shall set out the name and address of the applicant, the 
year, make, model and serial number of the motor vehicle, if ascertainable, 
together with any other identifying features, and shall contain a concise 
statement of the facts surrounding the abandonment, or that the title of the 
motor vehicle is lost or destroyed, or the reasons for the defect of title in the 
owner. The applicant shall execute an affidavit stating that the facts alleged 
therein are true and that no material fact has been withheld. | 

(c) If the police department finds that the application is executed in proper 
form and shows that the motor vehicle has been abandoned, immobile, or 
unattended upon the property of the applicant or if it shows that the motor 
vehicle is not abandoned, immobile, or unattended but that the applicant 
appears to be the rightful owner, the police department shall follow the 
notification procedures set forth in § 55-16-105. 

(d) If any abandoned, immobile, or unattended motor vehicle is not re- 
claimed in accordance with § 55-16-105, the police department shall give the 
applicant a certificate of authority to sell the motor vehicle to any demolisher 
for demolition, wrecking or dismantling. The demolisher shall accept the 
certificate in lieu of the certificate of title to the motor vehicle. 

(e) Notwithstanding §§ 55-16-103 — 55-16-109, any person, firm, corpora- 
tion or unit of government upon whose property or in whose possession is found 
any abandoned, immobile or unattended motor vehicle or any person being the 
owner of a motor vehicle whose title certificate is faulty, lost or destroyed may 
dispose of the motor vehicle to a demolisher without that title and without the 
notification procedures of § 55-16-105, if the motor vehicle is over ten (10) 
years old and has no engine or is otherwise totally inoperable. 

(f)(1) If the vehicle does have an engine, and is properly licensed but 

otherwise fits the description of this section, then any such vehicle left on a 

public highway or street and pulled in at the direction of local or state law 

enforcement officials must be held at least ten (10) days. If, at the end of that 
period, no claim has been received for the vehicle, the vehicle may then be 
disposed of in accordance with this section. 

(2) Subdivision (f)(1) will not apply in counties with a metropolitan form 
of government, in which counties subsection (e) will remain in full force and 
effect. 
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History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1967, ch. 250, § 6; 1969, ch. 185, § 1; Disposition of unclaimed property, title 66, 
T.C.A., § 59-1608; Acts 1982, ch. 869, 8 1; ch. 29, part 1. 
1996, ch. 868, § 4; 2009, ch. 252, § 1. 


55-16-109. Duties of demolishers. 


(a) Any demolisher who purchases or otherwise acquires a motor vehicle for 
purposes of wrecking, dismantling or demolition shall not be required to obtain 
a certificate of title for the motor vehicle in the demolisher’s name. After the 
motor vehicle has been demolished, processed, or changed so that it physically 
is no longer a motor vehicle, the demolisher shall surrender for cancellation the 
certificate of title or auction sales receipt. The taxpayer and vehicle services 
division shall issue forms, rules and regulations governing the surrender of 
auction sales receipts and certificates of title as are appropriate. 

(b) A demolisher shall keep an accurate and complete record of all motor 
vehicles purchased or received in the course of the demolisher’s business. 
These records shall contain the name and address of the person from whom 
each motor vehicle was purchased or received and the date when the purchases 
or receipts occurred. The records shall be open for inspection by any police 
department at any time during normal business hours. Any record required by 
this section shall be kept by the demolisher for at least one (1) year after the 
transaction to which it applies. 


History. Personal property encroaching state highway 
Acts 1967, ch. 250, § 7; T.C.A., § 59-1609. rights-of-way, § 54-5-136. 


Cross-References. 
Disposition of unclaimed property, title 66, 
ch. 29, part 1. 


55-16-110. [Repealed.] 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2018, ch. 850, § 3; 2019, ch. 209, §§ 6, 7; Former § 55-16-110 concerned the towing 
repealed by its own terms, effective July 1, advisory board. 
2020. 


55-16-111. Restrictions on towing of vehicles. 


Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, a vehicle may not be towed without 
authorization by the owner of the vehicle until twelve (12) hours have elapsed 
since it was first observed to be immobile or unattended unless the vehicle is 
creating a hazard, blocking access to public or private property, or parked 
illegally. 


History. 
Acts 1996, ch. 868, § 7. 


55-16-112. Written authorization required for towing or storage of 
motor vehicle. 


(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part or of title 66, chapter 
19, part 1, in order for a garagekeeper or a towing firm to tow or to store a 
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vehicle the garagekeeper or towing firm shall obtain an express written 
authorization for towing and storage of each vehicle from a law enforcement 
officer with appropriate jurisdiction, or from the owner of the vehicle, or from 
the owner, or the authorized agent of the owner, of the private property from 
which the vehicle is to be towed. The authorization shall include all of the 
information required by § 66-19-103(d). In addition to any other penalty 
provided by this part or by title 66, chapter 19, part 1, a violation of this section 


is a Class C misdemeanor. 


(b) This section and § 66-19-103(a) do not apply to new or used motor 
vehicle dealers licensed under chapter 17 of this title. 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1027, §§ 4, 5; 2007, ch. 479, 
m1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
uit. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

The statute does not allow an owner of pri- 
vate property to give a blanket authorization to 
tow or to store vehicles; rather, it requires an 
individualized express written authorization 
for each vehicle to be towed or stored, OAG 
00-144, 2000 Tenn. AG LEXIS 146 (9/19/00). 

A property manager, similarly situated per- 
son, or lessee cannot confer the requisite autho- 


rization to tow or to store a vehicle pursuant to 
the statute, OAG 00-144, 2000 Tenn. AG LEXIS 
146 (9/19/00). 

Application of T.C.A. § 55-16-112 to illegally 
parked vehicles, OAG 07-111, 2007 Tenn. AG 
LEXIS 111 (7/20/07). 

A tow truck driver does not violate T.C.A. 
§ 55-16-112(a) if he hooks a vehicle to his tow 
truck after an appropriate person identifies the 
vehicle to be towed, but before the written 
authorization required by the statute is com- 
pletely filled out, as long as the tow truck driver 
does not draw or pull the vehicle from its 
original location until the written authoriza- 
tion has been completed. OAG 10-04, 2010 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 4 (1/19/10). 


55-16-1138. Kickbacks involving the towing of vehicles. 


(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter to the contrary, a 
towing firm shall not make, confer or offer any payment or any other pecuniary 
benefit to an owner or manager of property from which the firm has towed a 
vehicle with the intent of rewarding the owner or manager for referring the 


vehicle for towing. 


(b) Notwithstanding any of this chapter to the contrary, an owner or 
manager of property from which a towing firm has towed a vehicle may not 
solicit or receive any payment or other pecuniary benefit from a towing firm in 
exchange for referring a vehicle for towing to the firm. 

(c) A violation of subsection (a) or (b) is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 2006, ch. 641, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 
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Part definitions. 

Motor vehicle commission — Appointment and qualifications of members. 

Terms of members — Vacancies — Oath of office. 

Official residence of commission — Meetings — Quorum — Attendance. 

Executive director — Staff — Special counsel — Seal. 

Powers and duties of commission — Rules and regulations — Forms. 

Disposition of fees and charges. 

Activities for which license required — Exception. 

License for each location and franchise — Exception — Employment of salesperson. 

Application for license — Contents — Bond — Report of changes. 

License fees — Interest — Penalty. 

Location of business to be specified on license — Changes requiring new license — 
Possession and display of license — Name to appear on license. 

Grounds for denial, suspension, or revocation of license. 

Venue in actions involving manufacturers and motor vehicle dealers. 

Judicial review. : 

Violations — Civil and criminal penalties — Injunctions. 

Provisions cumulative. 

Receipts and expenditures. 

Exception to licensing requirements. 

Labor rate charged customers by dealers. 

Provisions governing hearings and judicial review. 

Exception for certain transactions. 

Sale or transfer from manufacturer to distributor not unlawful. 

Annual sales reports — Eligibility for dealer plates. 

Agreement to and compliance with this part. 

Emission testing and vehicle inspection prior to consummation of sale of preowned 
vehicles. 

Operation of other business at dealer’s established place of business. 


Part 2. [Reserved] 
Part 3. Automotive Mobility Dealers 


Part definitions. 
Automotive mobility dealer license. 
Franchising. 


Part 4. Recreational Vehicles Licenses 


Part definitions. 

Powers and duties of commission. 

License required. 

Separate licenses for activities and locations — Employment of licensed salesperson. 

Applications for licenses and renewals. 

Biennial license fees — Penalty for late renewal. 

Location — Notification of changes — Possession of salesperson’s license when 
engaged in business. 

Grounds for denial of application for license or revocation or suspension of license. 

Judicial review — Venue. 

Matters and procedures respecting hearing and judicial review of contested case. 

Recreational vehicle show permit. 

Civil penalty — Injunctive relief. 

Payment of fees and charges into state treasury — Allotments — Expenditures by 
commissioner. 

Collection of fees and charges — Payment into state treasury. 

Sale or other transfer of a recreational vehicle from manufacturer to distributor not 
unlawful. 

Operation of one additional business at established place of business. 

Annual sales report. 

Additional license not required for sale of recreational vehicles to, at, or through 
automobile auction or public automobile auction. 

Sale of used motor vehicles by recreational vehicle dealer. 
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PART 1 
MOTOR VEHICLE SALES LICENSES 


55-17-101. Legislative findings and declaration. 


The general assembly finds and declares that the distribution and/or sale of 
motor vehicles in the state vitally affects the general economy of the state and 
the public interest and the public welfare, and in the exercise of its police 
power, it is necessary to regulate and to license motor vehicle manufacturers, 
distributors, dealers, salespersons, and their representatives doing business in 
Tennessee in order to prevent frauds, impositions and other abuses upon its 


citizens. 


History. 
mcts..1955, ch; 79, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-1701; 
Acts 1991, ch. 359, § 4. 


Cross-References. 

Denial, revocation or suspension of auction- 
eer’s license for violation of this part, § 62-19- 
112. 

Title pledges, title 45, chapter 15. 

Unlicensed motor vehicle dealers, compliance 
with advertising restrictions, § 47-18-121. 


Textbooks. 

Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 2, 31, 31.2; 5 Tenn. Jur., Inter- 
state Commerce, § 4; 19 Tenn. Juris., Monopo- 
lies and Restraints of Trade, § 2. 


Law Reviews. 
Constitutional Law — 1961 Tennessee Sur- 
vey (James C. Kirby, Jr.), 14 Vand. L. Rev. 1171. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Constitutionality. 
2. —Severability of Invalid Provisions. 


1. Constitutionality. 

The general assembly had the authority un- 
der the police power of the state to regulate the 
purchase and sale of motor vehicles for the 
protection and general welfare of the public. 
Ford Motor Co. v. Pace, 206 Tenn. 559, 335 
$.W.2d 360, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 394, 1960 Tenn. 
LEXIS 395 (1960), appeal dismissed, 364 U.S. 
444, 815. Ct. 235, 5 L. Ed. 2d 192, 1960 U.S. 
LEXIS 144 (1960), rehearing denied, 364 U.S. 
939,181. S.Ct: 377, 5 .L):Ed. 2d 371 (1961), 
dismissed, View Crest Garden Apartments, Inc. 
v. United States, 5 L. Ed. 2d 195, 81S. Ct. 235, 
364 U.S. 902, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 166 (1960). 

This chapter covers all dealers, distributors 
and salespersons selling new and used automo- 
biles and does not confine its regulatory powers 
to one group so that it does not violate Tenn. 
Const., art. I, § 22 or art. XI, § 8, as class 
legislation or designed to create a monopoly. 
Ford Motor Co. v. Pace, 206 Tenn. 559, 335 
S.W.2d 360, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 394, 1960 Tenn. 
LEXIS 395 (1960), appeal dismissed, 364 U.S. 
444, 81S. Ct. 235, 5 L. Ed. 2d 192, 1960 U.S. 
LEXIS 144 (1960), rehearing denied, 364 U.S. 
939,,.81..S,,Ct...37.7,,5) L.nEd,..2d: 371 (1961), 
dismissed, View Crest Garden Apartments, Inc. 
v. United States, 5 L. Ed. 2d 195, 81S. Ct. 235, 
364 U.S. 902, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 166 (1960). 


This chapter is not unconstitutional as a 
burden on interstate commerce since it applies 
to all alike whether in the state or out of the 
state so long as they are doing business in the 
state. Ford Motor Co. v. Pace, 206 Tenn. 559, 
335 S.W.2d 360, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 394, 1960 
Tenn. LEXIS 395 (1960), appeal dismissed, 364 
US.444).81)S.,Ct. 235. '5 L..Kd,,2d:192; 1960 
U.S. LEXIS 144 (1960), rehearing denied, 364 
U.S. 939, 81'S. Ct. 377, 5 L. Ed. 2d 371 (1961), 
dismissed, View Crest Garden Apartments, Inc. 
v. United States, 5 L. Ed. 2d 195, 81S. Ct. 235, 
364 U.S. 902, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 166 (1960). 

This chapter did not violate U. S. Const., art. 
1, § 10, as amounting to a bill of attainder, an 
ex post facto law or a law impairing the obliga- 
tion of contracts. Ford Motor Co. v. Pace, 206 
Tenn. 559, 335 S.W.2d 360, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 
394, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 395 (1960), appeal 
dismissed, 364 U.S. 444, 81S. Ct. 235, 5 L. Ed. 
2d 192, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 144 (1960), rehearing 
denied, 364 U.S. 939, 81S. Ct. 377, 5 L. Ed. 2d 
371 (1961), dismissed, View Crest Garden 
Apartments, Inc. v. United States, 5 L. Ed. 2d 
195, 81 S. Ct. 235, 364 U.S. 902, 1960 U.S. 
LEXIS 166 (1960). 

This chapter does not violate U.S. Const., 
amend. 14. Ford Motor Co. v. Pace, 206 Tenn. 
559, 335 S.W.2d 360, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 394, 
1960 Tenn. LEXIS 395 (1960), appeal dis- 
missed, 364 U.S. 444, 81S. Ct. 235, 5 L. Ed. 2d 
192, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 144 (1960), rehearing 
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denied, 364 U.S. 939, 81S. Ct. 377, 5 L. Ed. 2d 
371 (1961), dismissed, View Crest Garden 
Apartments, Inc. v. United States, 5 L. Ed. 2d 
195, 81 S. Ct. 235, 364 U.S. 902, 1960 U.S. 
LEXIS 166 (1960). 

This chapter was not invalid as failing to 
specify procedure for hearings. Ford Motor Co. 
v. Pace, 206 Tenn. 559, 335 S.W.2d 360, 1960 
Tenn. LEXIS 394, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 395 
(1960), appeal dismissed, 364 U.S. 444, 81 S. 
Ct. 235, 5 L. Ed. 2d 192, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 144 
(1960), rehearing denied, 364 U.S. 939, 81 S. 
Ct. 377, 5 L. Ed. 2d 371 (1961), dismissed, View 
Crest Garden Apartments, Inc. v. United 
States, 5 L. Ed. 2d 195, 81S. Ct. 235, 364 U.S. 
902, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 166 (1960). 

There is nothing vague or unconstitutional 
about this chapter or about the procedures to be 
followed. General Motors Corp. v. Capitol Chev- 
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rolet Co., 645 S.W.2d 230, 1983 Tenn. LEXIS 
765 (Tenn. 1983). 


2. —Severability of Invalid Provisions. 

Where remainder of chapter constituted an 
entire and full act and invalid parts did not 
affect the main purpose of the statute, invalid- 
ity of former provisions of § 55-17-114 would 
not invalidate remainder of this part. Ford 
Motor Co. v. Pace, 206 Tenn. 559, 335 S.W.2d 
360, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 394, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 
395 (1960), appeal dismissed, 364 U.S. 444, 81 
S. Ct. 235, 5 L. Ed. 2d 192, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 
144 (1960), rehearing denied, 364 U.S. 939, 81 
S. Ct. 377, 5 L. Ed. 2d 371 (1961), dismissed, 
View Crest Garden Apartments, Inc. v. United 
States, 5 L. Ed. 2d 195, 81S. Ct. 235, 364 U.S. 
902, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 166 (1960). 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 


(1) “Automobile auction” means: 


(A) Any person offering motor vehicles for sale to the highest bidder 
where buyers are licensed motor vehicle dealers or their duly authorized 


agents; 


(B) Any person who provides the facilities for or is in the business of 


selling in an auction format motor vehicles that in the opinion of the 
commission are antique or unique; or 

(C) Any motor vehicle dealer licensed to sell used motor vehicles, and 
which dealer is licensed as an auctioneer by the Tennessee auctioneer 
commission, and is auctioneering on consignment by and between persons, 
motor vehicles originally manufactured for mass transportation and 
exceeding thirty-four feet (34’) in length; 

(2) “Automotive dismantlers and recyclers” means any person, firm, 
association, corporation, or trust resident or nonresident, who is engaged in 
the business and/or providing facilities for the purpose of recovering parts 
from automobiles and trucks, which have been wrecked or otherwise 
rendered inoperable as transportation vehicles with the parts recovered 
being for resale and further reduce used automobiles and trucks to a 
condition capable of salvage for their metal scrap content by scrap 
processors; 

(3) “Closed title’ means an executed certificate of title indicating the 
motor vehicle dealer as the current owner or transferee; 

(4) “Commission” means the motor vehicle commission created by this 
part; 

(5) “Distributor” or “wholesaler” means any person who in whole or in 
part sells or distributes any new and unused motor vehicles to motor vehicle 
dealers or who maintains distributor representatives; 

(6) “Distributor branch” means a branch office similarly maintained by a 
distributor or wholesaler for the same purpose a factory branch is 
maintained; 

(7) “Distributor representative” means a representative employed by a 
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distributor or employed by a distributor branch or wholesaler for the purpose 
of making or promoting the sale of motor vehicles or for supervising, 
servicing, instructing, procuring, contracting or contacting for any reason 
motor vehicle dealers or prospective motor vehicle dealers or their 
employees; 

(8) “Established place of business” means a permanent structure or 
structures owned, leased or rented by a motor vehicle dealer providing signs, 
facilities and office space used exclusively for buying, selling, displaying, 
advertising, demonstrating, servicing or repairing motor vehicles or func- 
tional or nonfunctional parts of motor vehicles and where replacement parts, 
repair tools and equipment as well as the books and records needed to 
conduct the business are kept. The structure or structures must be physi- 
cally apart from any other business and shall not include a private residence 
of any sort, tent or temporary stand; 

(9) “Factory branch” means the branch office maintained by a manufac- 
turer for the sale or transfer of motor vehicles to distributors or to motor 
vehicle dealers or which is maintained for directing and supervising the 
representatives of the manufacturer; 

(10) “Factory representative” means a representative employed by a 
manufacturer or employed by a factory branch for the purpose of making or 
promoting the sale of motor vehicles or for supervising, servicing, instruct- 
ing, procuring, contracting or contacting for any reason motor vehicle 
dealers or prospective motor vehicle dealers or their employees; 

(11) “Franchise” means an oral or written agreement for a definite or 
indefinite period in which a manufacturer or distributor grants to a motor 
vehicle dealer a license to use a trade name, service mark, or related 
characteristic and in which there is a community of interest in the market- 
ing of motor vehicles or services related thereto at wholesale, retail, leasing 
or otherwise; 

(12) “Fraud,” in addition to its normal legal connotation, means a misrep- 
resentation in any manner, whether intentionally false or due to gross 
negligence, of a material fact; a promise or representation not made honestly 
and in good faith; or an intentional failure to disclose a material fact; 

(13) “Manufacturer” means any person who manufactures or assembles 
new and unused motor vehicles or recreational vehicles, or who maintains 
factory representatives; 

(14) “Motor vehicle” means any self-propelled motor-driven vehicle of the 
type and kind required to be registered and titled under chapter 1 of this 
title, and includes, but is not limited to, “motor vehicle” as defined in 
§ 55-1-103; “motorcycle” as defined in § 55-1-103; and “truck” as defined in 
§ 55-1-104; and does not include a recreational vehicle as defined in 
§ 55-28-102; 

(15) “Motor vehicle dealer” means any person not excluded by subdivision 
(17), engaged in the business of selling, offering to sell, soliciting or 
advertising the sale of motor vehicles or used recreational vehicles, or 
possessing motor vehicles or used recreational vehicles for the purpose of 
resale, either on that person’s own account or on behalf of another, either as 
that person’s primary business or incidental to that person’s business; 
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(16) “Motor vehicle salesperson” or “vehicle salesperson” means any 
person who is not excluded by subdivision (17), and who is: 

(A) Employed by a licensed motor vehicle dealer who is engaged in the 
business of effecting or attempting to effect the sale or purchase of motor 
vehicles or used recreational vehicles owned by some other person to 
residents of the state, for which service some form of remuneration is 
expected, whether the remuneration be designated as a salary, fee 
commission, rental, or otherwise, and regardless of whether the remu- 
neration is paid by the buyer, seller, or a third party; or 

(B) Employed by a recreational vehicle dealer licensed pursuant to part 
4 of this chapter, and who is engaged in the business of effecting or 
attempting to effect the sale or purchase of recreational vehicles or used 
motor vehicles owned by some other person to residents of the state, for 
which service some form of remuneration is expected, whether the 
remuneration be designated as a salary, fee commission, rental, or 
otherwise, and regardless of whether the remuneration is paid by the 
buyer, seller, or a third party; 

(17) “Motor vehicle dealer” and “motor vehicle salesperson” do not include 
the following: 

(A) Receivers, trustees, administrators, executors, guardians, or other 
persons appointed by or acting under a judgment or order of any court; 

(B) Public officers while performing or in the operation of their duties; 

(C) Employees of persons, corporations, or associations enumerated in 
subdivision (17)(A) when engaged in the specific performance of their 
duties as employees; 

(D) News or other advertising media and their employees while in the 
performance of their usual duties with regard to the sale of advertising; 

(E) All banks, finance companies, loan companies, insurance compa- 
nies, auto body shops or garages that have not obtained a motor vehicle for 
the purpose of resale, selling or offering to sell used motor vehicles directly 
to the public without the intervention of any other person, when these 
sales are merely incidental to their primary business activities; 

(F) Persons when selling motor vehicles that have been designated by 
the seller as nonrepairable vehicles, as defined in § 55-3-201, whether or 
not such vehicles have been issued a nonrepairable vehicle certificate to 
licensed automotive dismantlers and recyclers, or registered scrap metal 
dealers or scrap metal processors, solely for recycling, dismantling, or 
scrap; 

(G) A recreational vehicle dealer licensed pursuant to part 4 of this 
chapter engaged in the business of selling, offering to sell, soliciting, or 
advertising the sale of new or used recreational vehicles or used motor 
vehicles pursuant to § 55-17-419; 

(18) “Person” means every natural person, partnership, corporation, as- 
sociation, trust, estate, or any other legal entity; 

(19) “Public automobile auction” means offering motor vehicles for sale to 
the highest bidder where buyers are members of the public by any motor 
vehicle dealer licensed to sell used motor vehicles, and which dealer is 
licensed as a public automobile auctioneer by the Tennessee auctioneer 
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commission; provided, that no public automobile auction shall otherwise 
limit the auctioning of used motor vehicles exclusively to licensed motor 
vehicle dealers or their duly authorized agents; 

(20) “Public automobile auctioneer” means any individual who, for a fee, 
commission, or any other valuable consideration, or with the intention or 
expectation of receiving a fee, commission, or any other valuable consider- 
ation, by the means or process of auction or sale at auction, offers, 
negotiates, or attempts to negotiate a listing contract, sale, purchase or 
exchange of goods, including motor vehicles; 

(21) “Recreational vehicle” has the same meaning as defined in § 55-28- 
102; and 

(22) “Sale” means the issuance, transfer, agreement for transfer, ex- 
change, pledge, hypothecation, mortgage in any form, whether by transfer in 
trust or otherwise, of any motor vehicle or interest therein or of any 
franchise related thereto, as well as any option, subscription or other 
contract, or solicitation looking to a sale, offer or attempt to sell in any form, 
whether spoken or written. A gift or delivery of any motor vehicle or 
franchise with respect thereto with or as a bonus on account of the sale of 
anything shall be deemed a sale of the motor vehicle or franchise. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 2; 1957, ch. 56, §§ 1-3; 
1959, ch. 25, §§ 1, 2; 1963, ch. 109, § 1; 1974, 
ch. 452, §§ 1, 2; 1977, ch. 162, §§ 2-13; 1977, 
ch. 450, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-1702; Acts 1984, ch. 
718, § 1; 1986, ch. 804, § 6; 1994, ch. 922, § 2; 
2003, ch. 159, § 1; 2005, ch. 379, §§ 15, 18-20; 
2008, ch. 724, § 5; 2015, ch. 344, § 3; 2016, ch. 
781, §§ 2-4; 2016, ch. 904, § 2; 2016, ch. 1015, 
Bo. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2008, ch. 724, § 8 provided that the 


Tennessee auctioneer commission is authorized 
to promulgate rules and regulations to effectu- 
ate the purposes of the act. All the rules and 
regulations shall be promulgated in accordance 
with the Uniform Administrative Procedures 
Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 

For the Preamble to the act concerning the 
problems associated with curbstoning, see Acts 
2015, ch. 344. 

Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
any licenses issued or renewed on or after 
January 1, 2017. 


55-17-103. Motor vehicle commission — Appointment and qualifica- 


tions of members. 


(a)(1) There is created the Tennessee motor vehicle commission to be 
composed of seventeen (17) members including a chair. One (1) industry 
member shall be selected from each of the state’s nine (9) congressional 
districts and the chair shall be selected from the state at large. Industry 
members may be selected and appointed by the governor from lists of 
qualified persons furnished by interested automotive groups including, but 
not limited to, the Tennessee Automotive Association. Two (2) members shall 
be affiliated with motor vehicle manufacturers licensed in Tennessee, to be 
selected from the state at large. Such manufacturer members may be 
selected and appointed by the governor from a list of qualified persons 
submitted by interested motor vehicle manufacturers licensed in Tennessee; 
however, in the event of a vacancy in either of the manufacturer member 
positions, if the manufacturers fail to submit a list of qualified persons 
within one hundred eighty (180) days of any vacancy, the governor may 
appoint a consumer member to fill each vacancy to serve the full term of the 
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manufacturer member. One (1) member shall be an independent motor 

vehicle dealer whose principal inventory is used motor vehicles. Such 

member may be selected and appointed by the governor from lists of 
qualified persons furnished by interested automotive groups, including, but 
not limited to, the Tennessee Independent Automobile Dealers Association. 

In addition thereto, the governor shall appoint four (4) additional consumer 

members of the commission who are citizens of this state and who have no 

interest, direct or indirect, in the commercial manufacture or sale of motor 
vehicles. 

(2) The industry members of the commission shall not have a history of 
suspension or revocation of a motor vehicle dealers’ license. Such members 
shall each have demonstrated an interest in improving the retail motor 
vehicle industry by membership in a trade association that meets the 
requirements set forth in § 50-6-405(c)(1). Each member shall be a citizen of 
the United States, shall have been a resident of this state for at least five (5) 
years, and shall be a franchised motor vehicle dealer. The governor shall 
consult with interested automotive groups including, but not limited to, the 
Tennessee Automotive Association to determine a qualified person to fill each 
of the ten (10) industry member positions. 

(3) In making appointments to the commission, the governor shall strive 
to ensure that at least one (1) person serving on the commission is sixty (60) 
years of age or older and that at least one (1) person serving on the 
commission is a member of a racial minority. 

(b) Each of the industry members of the commission who may be appointed 
by the governor from the list of names submitted by interested automotive 
groups, including, but not limited to, the Tennessee Automotive Association 
shall, at the time of appointment, be a resident of the congressional district 
from which the member is appointed, except the chair, who shall be a resident 
of the state. All shall be of good moral character and each shall have been 
actually engaged in the manufacture, distribution or sale of motor vehicles in 
this state for not less than five (5) consecutive years preceding the appoint- 
ment, and each shall have the necessary qualifications for the applicable 
license under this part, and be the holder of such license at all times while a 
member of the commission. Each of the industry members of the commission 
appointed by the governor shall at the time of appointment be a resident of the 
state, shall be a person of good moral character, and shall have been for a 
period of not less than five (5) consecutive years next preceding the appoint- 
ment licensed as a factory representative of some manufacturer authorized to 
do business in Tennessee, and shall further hold the license at all times while 
a member of the commission. Being engaged in more than one (1) licensed 
activity shall not disqualify a person from serving as an industry member of 
the commission. 

(c) The member of the commission who may be appointed by the governor 
from the list of names submitted by interested automotive groups, including, 
but not limited to, the Tennessee Independent Automobile Dealers Association 
shall, at the time of appointment, be a resident of the state. The member shall 
be of good moral character and shall have been actually engaged in the sale of 
used motor vehicles in this state for not less than five (5) consecutive years 
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preceding the appointment, and shall have the necessary qualifications for the 
applicable license under this part, and be the holder of such license at all times 


while a member of the commission. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 3; 1977, ch. 162, § 14; 
T.C.A., § 59-1703; Acts 1985, ch. 50, 8§ 1, 2; 
1986, ch. 658, § 1; 1986, ch. 934, § 2; 1988, ch. 
1013, § 23; 1997, ch. 190, § 1; 2012, ch. 776, 
§§ 3, 4; 2014, ch. 978, §§ 1-3. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
The regulatory board created by this section 
is attached to the division of regulatory boards 


for purposes of administration. See §§ 4-3-1304 
and 56-1-301 — 56-1-306. 

The Tennessee motor vehicle commission, 
created by this section, terminates June 30, 
2026. See §§ 4-29-112, 4-29-247. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 31. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Constitutionality. 

This chapter was not invalid as conferring 
legislative powers on the commission. Ford 
Motor Co. v. Pace, 206 Tenn. 559, 335 S.W.2d 
360, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 394, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 
395 (1960), appeal dismissed, 364 U.S. 444, 81 
S. Ct. 235, 5 L. Ed. 2d 192, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 
144 (1960), rehearing denied, 364 U.S. 939, 81 
S. Ct. 377, 5 L. Ed. 2d 371 (1961), dismissed, 
View Crest Garden Apartments, Inc. v. United 
States, 5 L. Ed. 2d 195, 81S. Ct. 235, 364 U.S. 
902, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 166 (1960). 

Provisions of this section that commission 
shall consist of members selected by the gover- 
nor from list submitted by Tennessee Automo- 
tive Association are not violative of provisions 


of Tenn. Const., art. I, § 8 that no man shall be 
seized or deprived of property but by judgment 
of his peers, or of Tenn. Const., art. I, § 17 that 
the courts shall be open to every person injured, 
or of Tenn. Const., art. VI, § 11 that no judge 
shall preside over a trial or cause or event in 
which he may be interested. Ford Motor Co. v. 
Pace, 206 Tenn. 559, 335 S.W.2d 360, 1960 
Tenn. LEXIS 394, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 395 
(1960), appeal dismissed, 364 U.S. 444, 81 S. 
Ct. 235, 5 L. Ed. 2d 192, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 144 
(1960), rehearing denied, 364 U.S. 939, 81 S. 
Ct. 377, 5 L. Ed. 2d 371 (1961), dismissed, View 
Crest Garden Apartments, Inc. v. United 
States, 5 L. Ed. 2d 195, 81S. Ct. 235, 364 U.S. 
902, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 166 (1960). 


55-17-104. Terms of members — Vacancies — Oath of office. 


(a) The terms of the chair, and the manufacturer and the consumer 
members of the commission shall be coterminous with that of the governor 
making their appointment or until their successors are appointed and quali- 
fied. 

(b)(1) The terms of the industry members first appointed to the commission 

shall be as follows: those members appointed from the list submitted by the 

Tennessee Automotive Association who are appointed from the first, fourth 

and seventh congressional districts shall serve until June 30, 1956; the 

members appointed from the second, fifth and eighth congressional districts 
shall serve until June 30, 1958; and the members appointed from the third, 

sixth and ninth congressional districts shall serve until June 30, 1990; 

provided, that each member shall serve until a successor is appointed and 

qualified. 

(2) Thereafter, the term of office of each industry member of the commis- 
sion other than the chair shall be for six (6) years. 

(3) In the event of the death, resignation or removal of any person serving 
as a member of the commission, the vacancy shall be filled by the appoint- 
ment of the governor in the same manner heretofore prescribed for the 
unexpired portion of the term. 
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(c) The chair and each member of the commission shall take and subscribe 
to the oath of office required of public officers. 


History. Code Commission Notes. Former subsec- 

Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 3; 1957, ch. 56,§ 4;1977, tion (c), concerning members of the commission 
ch. 162, § 15; T.C.A., § 59-1704; Acts 1985, ch. serving unexpired terms as of the effective date 
50, § 3; 1986, ch. 658, § 2; 1986, ch. 934, § 3; of Acts 1977, ch. 162, was deleted as obsolete by 
1997, ch. 190, §§ 2, 3. the code commission in 2012. 


55-17-105. Official residence of commission — Meetings — Quorum — 
Attendance. 


(a) The commission’s official residence shall be at Nashville. 

(b) The commission shall meet at least once quarterly, such meetings to be 
in the months of January, April, July, and October. Special meetings may be 
held upon call of the chair upon adequate notice given by the executive director 
to the members of the commission and other interested parties. 

(c) A majority of the membership to which the commission is entitled shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of official business. | 

(d)(1) Any member who misses more than fifty percent (50%) of the 

scheduled meetings in a calendar year shall be removed as a member of the 

commission. 

(2) The commission’s executive director shall promptly notify, or cause to 
be notified, the appointing authority of any member who fails to satisfy the 
attendance requirement as prescribed in subdivision (d)(1). If the commis- 
sion does not appoint a person to serve as its executive director, the 
commission’s presiding officer shall promptly notify, or cause to be notified, 
the appointing authority of any member who fails to satisfy the attendance 
requirement as prescribed in subdivision (d)(1). 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 3; 1976, ch. 554, §§ 1, 2; Per diem and travel expenses of members, 
1976, ch. °806,"$" 1160)" 1977. ch.-162, 18 1G." § 56-1307, 
T.C.A., § 55-1705; Acts 1984, ch. 676, § 4; 
1986, ch. 934, § 1; 2016, ch. 776,'§ 3. 


55-17-106. Executive director — Staff — Special counsel — Seal. 


(a) The commission has the authority to appoint a qualified person to serve 
as its executive director who shall serve at the pleasure of the commission and 
whose duties shall be prescribed by the commission. These duties shall 
include, but not be limited to: 

(1) The supervision of the commission’s office and direction of the activi- 
ties of the commission’s employees; 

(2) Keeping custody of the commission’s official seal and the fixing of this 
seal to all license certificates issued by the commission; 

(3) The receipt and prompt disposition of all correspondence or inquiries 
directed to the commission; and 

(4) The performance of any other duty required by the commission in the 
enforcement of this part and part 4 of this chapter. 

(b) Before assuming any official duties, the executive director shall take and 
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subscribe to the oath of office and shall execute a bond in the manner 
prescribed by title 8, chapter 19. 

(c) The salary of the executive director shall be fixed by the commissioner of 
commerce and insurance, subject to the approval of the commissioner of 
human resources. 

(d) The commissioner of commerce and insurance shall employ clerical help, 
investigators, and field investigators and shall incur other expenses, as may be 
necessary for the proper discharge of the commission’s duties under this part. 

(e) The commission is further authorized to employ special counsel to 
represent it in any court or administrative proceeding; provided, that no fee 
paid for any one (1) such employment shall exceed the sum of two hundred fifty 
dollars ($250); and provided further, that this employment of counsel shall be 
subject to the approval of the governor and the attorney general and reporter. 

(f) The commission also has the authority to adopt an official seal that shall 
be as follows: the official seal of the state of Tennessee bordered by the 
inscription — “Tennessee Motor Vehicle Commission.” 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 3; 1959, ch. 25, § 3; 1963, Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 
ch. 109, § 2; 1975, ch. 165, § 2; 1976, ch. 806, act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
§ 1(60); 1977, ch. 162, § 17; T.C.A., § 59-1706; any licenses issued or renewed on or after 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 6. January 1, 2017. 


55-17-107. Powers and duties of commission — Rules and regulations 
— Forms. 


The commission is vested with those powers and duties necessary and 
proper to enable it to fully and effectively carry out the provisions and 
objectives of this part and part 4 of this chapter, including, but not limited to: 

(1) The authority to promulgate reasonable substantive and procedural 
rules pursuant to the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in 
title 4, chapter 5; and 

(2) The authority to prescribe all forms to be used by the commission in 
the transaction of its business including application forms, license forms, 
complaint forms, and renewal forms. 


History. act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 3; 1977, ch. 162, § 18; any licenses issued or renewed on or after 
T.C.A., § 59-1707; Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 7. January 1, 2017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-108. Disposition of fees and charges. 


All fees and charges under this part shall be collected and received by the 
executive director of the commission and paid by the executive director into the 
state treasury. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 3; impl. am. Acts 1959, Acts 2005, ch. 379, § 23 provided that, not- 
ch. 25, § 3; T.C.A, § 59-1708. withstanding the provisions of §§ 55-17-108, 
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Cross-References. 
Allocation of license revenue notwithstand- 
ing this section, § 55-17-112. 


55-17-112 and 55-17-119 to the contrary, all 
revenues resulting from fees realized as a re- 
sult of the licensure requirements imposed pur- 
suant to the provisions of Acts 2005, ch. 379, 
after deducting regulatory cost of such licen- 
sure, shall be allocated to the fund for the 
maintenance of the division of fire prevention. 


55-17-109. Activities for which license required — Exception. 


(a)(1) It is unlawful for any person to engage in business as, or serve in the 

capacity of, or act as a manufacturer, distributor, factory branch, distributor 

branch, factory representative, distributor representative, motor vehicle 
dealer, motor vehicle salesperson or automobile auction without first obtain- 
ing a license as required in this part. 

(2) Notwithstanding any of this part to the contrary, an automobile 
auction license shall not be required for a motor vehicle dealer licensed to 
sell used motor vehicles if: 

(A) No more frequently than once a year, the dealer utilizes an auction 
format to sell used motor vehicles at the dealer’s established place of 
business; 

(B) The auction is conducted by an auctioneer licensed by the Tennessee 
auctioneer commission; 

(C) The motor vehicles are not sold on consignment; 

(D) A total of not more than fifteen (15) motor vehicles are sold, each of 
which is at least four (4) model years old; and 

(E) The dealer provides at least ten (10) days’ advance written notifi- 
cation to the commission describing the time and place of the auction as 
well as the motor vehicles to be sold in the auction. 

(b) It is a Class A misdemeanor for any person, firm, association, corpora- 
tion, or trust to engage in business as, or act as, an automotive dismantler and 
recycler in this state without first obtaining a license therefor as provided in 
this part. 

(c) The commission shall neither create nor issue any category of license 
other than those categories specifically required by this chapter. It is unlawful 
for any person to commercially engage in any activity involving the distribu- 
tion and/or sale of motor vehicles or recreational vehicles without first 
qualifying for and obtaining a license or licenses specifically authorized by this 
chapter unless the requirement for licensure is specifically exempted by 
statute. 

(d) Public automobile auctions shall be licensed and regulated by the 
Tennessee auctioneer commission and the Tennessee motor vehicle commis- 
sion when engaged in the sale of motor vehicles. 


History. misdemeanor by authority of § 40-35-110, 


Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 4; 1959, ch. 25, § 4; 1963, 
ch. 109, § 3; 1977, ch. 162; § 19; 1977, ch. 450, 
§ 2; T.C.A., § 59-1709; Acts 1989, ch. 591, §§ 1, 
6; 1991, ch. 335, § 1; 1991, ch. 359, § 3; 2005, 
ch. 379, § 21; 2008, ch. 724, § 6. 


Code Commission Notes. The misdemeanor 
in this section has been classified as a Class A 


which provides that an offense designated a 
misdemeanor without specification as to cat- 
egory is a Class A misdemeanor. See also § 39- 
11-114. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2008, ch. 724, § 8 provided that the 
Tennessee auctioneer commission is authorized 


| 
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to promulgate rules and regulations to effectu- 
ate the purposes of the act. All the rules and 
regulations shall be promulgated in accordance 
with the Uniform Administrative Procedures 
Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 


Cross-References. 

Exceptions for certain transactions, § 55-17- 
123. 

Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
hae 

Sale or transfer of motor vehicles from manu- 
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facturer to distributor not unlawful, § 55-17- 
124. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Because a dealer may not sell vehicles with- 
out obtaining a license to operate for each 
location from which the dealer does business, it 
may be concluded that recreational vehicles 
may not be sold at a motor vehicle show site, 
OAG 06-170, 2006 Tenn. AG LEXIS 190 
(11/20/06). 


55-17-110. License for each location and franchise — Exception — 
Employment of salesperson. 


(a) Any person engaging, acting or serving in more than one (1) of the 
activities for which a license is required under § 55-17-109 or having more 
than one (1) location where the business is carried on or conducted, is required 
to obtain and hold a separate, current license for each activity in which the 
person is engaged for each location. 

(b) Any motor vehicle dealer having more than one (1) franchise permitting 
the dealer to sell or have an interest in the sale of motor vehicles with more 
than one (1) trade name or line-make shall obtain a separate license for each 
trade name or line-make of motor vehicle; provided, that persons selling used 
motor vehicles exclusively need only obtain one (1) license for each business 
location. 

(c) No motor vehicle dealer or recreational vehicle dealer as defined in 
§ 55-17-401 shall hire any person for the purpose of selling motor vehicles or 
recreational vehicles, or for acting in the capacity of a motor vehicle salesper- 
son, without first determining that the person is duly licensed as a motor 
vehicle salesperson. 

(d) No motor vehicle salesperson shall sell or attempt to sell any motor 
vehicle or recreational vehicle for any motor vehicle dealer or recreational 
vehicle dealer, unless the motor vehicle salesperson is employed by the motor 
vehicle dealer or recreational vehicle dealer having an interest in the sale of 
the motor vehicle or recreational vehicle. 

(e) No person licensed under this section shall give, pay or in any manner 
compensate any other person for services rendered as a motor vehicle sales- 
person without first engaging or employing the person in the capacity of a 
motor vehicle salesperson. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 4; 1959, ch. 25, § 5; 1977, 
ch. 162, § 20; T.C.A., § 59-1710; Acts 2005, ch. 
319, § 22: 2016, ch. 781,.§ 5. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
any licenses issued or renewed on or after 
January 1, 2017. 


55-17-111. Application for license — Contents — Bond — Report of 


changes. 


(a) The commission shall prescribe and provide forms to be used for 
applications for licenses and for the renewals thereof to be issued under the 
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terms and provisions of this part, and require all applicants and their 
enfranchised manufacturers, as a condition precedent to the issuance of a 
license, to provide information touching on and concerning the applicant’s 
character, honesty, integrity, reputation and business relationships and ability 
as the commission may deem necessary; provided, that every application for a 
new dealer’s license shall contain, in addition to any information that the 
commission may require, a statement to the following facts: 

(1) The name and residence address of the applicant and the trade name, 
if any, under which the applicant intends to conduct business; 

(A) Ifthe applicant is a co-partnership, the name and residence address 
of each member thereof, whether a limited or general partner, and the 
name under which the partnership business is to be conducted; 

(B) Ifthe applicant is a corporation, the name of the corporation and the 
name and address of each of its principal officers, directors and all persons 
owning more than five percent (5%) of outstanding shares of stock issued 
by the corporation; 

(2) A complete description, including the city, town, or village with the 
street and number, if any, of the permanent, established place of business 
and other and additional place or places of business as shall be operated and 
maintained by the applicant in conjunction with the permanent, established 
place of business; 

(3) A financial statement prepared in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles by a certified public accountant or public accountant 
dated not earlier than twelve (12) months prior to the date of the application 
and copies of the most current financial information furnished to the 
manufacturer, distributor or their representatives under the terms of any 
franchise agreements; 

(4) The trade name or trade names or line-make or line-makes of the new 
motor vehicle or vehicles that the applicant is or has been franchised to sell 
or exchange and the name or names and address of any manufacturer or 
distributor who has enfranchised the applicant; 

(5) Whether the applicant proposes to sell new or used motor vehicles or 
both; 

(6) Evidence that the motor vehicle dealer applicant is the holder of a 
current business tax license indicating that the applicant’s business is that 
of a motor vehicle dealer; 

(7) Aduly executed service agreement on forms provided by the commis- 
sion with a factory authorized service or repair garage within a reasonable 
distance from the applicant’s established place of business, if the motor 
vehicle dealer applicant does not have facilities at the dealer’s established 
place of business to service or repair motor vehicles; and 

(8) A statement that the applicant is or applicants are or intend to be 
primarily engaged in business as a motor vehicle dealer and that this 
activity constitutes or will constitute the principal business of the applicant 
or applicants. 

(b) All applications for licenses required to be obtained under this chapter 
shall be verified by oath or affirmation of the applicant or applicants. 

(c) All applications shall be accompanied by the payment of the fee pre- 
scribed by § 55-17-112. In the event that any application is denied or the 
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license applied for is not issued, seventy-five percent (75%) of the license fee 
shall be refunded to the applicant or applicants. 

(d) In addition to the requirements enumerated above, each automobile 
auction or branch thereof must submit with its application a corporate surety 
bond in the amount of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) on forms provided by the 
commission. Every bond shall provide for suit thereon by any person, including 
the state, who has a cause of action under this chapter. Every bond shall also 
provide that no suit may be maintained to enforce any liability on the bond 
unless brought within two (2) years after the event giving rise to the cause of 
action. 

(e) Any change of address, ownership, employment, trade name or line- 
make of motor vehicle a dealer is franchised to handle must be reported to the 
commission within thirty (30) days from the date of the change. A motor vehicle 
dealer will notify the commission of the termination of a salesperson’s 
employment by returning the salesperson’s license. 

(f) When a motor vehicle salesperson desires to change employment from 
one dealer to another, that salesperson must submit such person’s license to 
the commission for endorsement of change of employer and may become a 
salesperson at that person’s new place of employment upon submission of the 
license for endorsement of change of location and payment of any fees due. 

(g)(1) Each application for a license or renewal of a license of a motor vehicle 

dealer shall be accompanied by evidence satisfactory to the commission that 

the dealer has a surety bond in the amount of at least fifty thousand dollars 

($50,000) in force. A letter of credit shall not be satisfactory evidence of a 

surety bond in the required amount. 

(2)(A) The bond is for the benefit of any person who suffers loss because of 

either: 

(i) Nonpayment by the dealer of a retail customer’s prepaid title, 
registration or other related fees or taxes; or 

(ii) The dealer’s failure to deliver in conjunction with the sale of a 
vehicle a valid vehicle title certificate free and clear of any prior owner’s 
interests and all liens except a lien created by or expressly assumed in 
writing by the buyer of the vehicle. 
(B) The aggregate liability of the surety to all persons shall in no event 

exceed the amount of this bond. 

(3) In heu of a corporate surety on the bond required by subdivision (g)(1), 
the commission may allow the dealer to secure the bond by depositing 
collateral in the form of a certificate of deposit, as accepted and authorized 
by the banking laws of this state, that has a face value equal to the amount 
of the bond. The collateral may be deposited with or executed through any 
authorized state depository designated by the commission. Interest on any 
deposited certificate of deposit shall be payable to the dealer who has 
deposited it as collateral, or to a person as the dealer or the certificate may 
direct. 

(4) No license so issued shall be transferable, and a separate license shall 
be required for each separate place of business and shall be prominently 
displayed in the place of business operated by the person to whom the license 
is issued. 
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(5) Any surety is required to provide sixty (60) days’ notice of cancellation 
of the bond or certificate of deposit or letter of credit to the commission. 
(h)(1) All applications for issuance or renewal of a motor vehicle dealer 
license shall contain an attestation that the applicant will comply with each 
of the following requirements: 

(A) The applicant shall maintain the surety bond required by subsec- 
tions (d) and (g), as applicable, in full force and effect during all times that 
the license is active; and 

(B) The applicant shall notify the commission upon a change in owner- 
ship or location of the dealership as required by § 55-17-1138. 

(2) Additionally, all applications for issuance or renewal of a motor vehicle 
dealer license shall contain the following statement, immediately following 
the attestation required by subdivision (h)(1): 

FAILURE TO MAINTAIN A SURETY BOND AS REQUIRED BY 
T.C.A. § 55-17-111, OR NOTIFY THE MOTOR VEHICLE COMMIS- 
SION OF A CHANGE IN THE OWNERSHIP OR LOCATION OF THE 
DEALERSHIP AS REQUIRED BY T.C.A. § 55-17-113, MAY RESULT 
IN THE ASSESSMENT OF A CIVIL PENALTY AND/OR SUSPEN- 
SION OR REVOCATION OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE DEALER 
LICENSE. 


History. which amended (g)(1) and (g)(3), shall apply to 


Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 4;'1955, ch.°322, § 1; 
1959, ‘ch. 25))§§ 4, 6; 1963, ch: 109, §§ °3; 4; 
1977, chil 62.9 211977 eh A450, § 3; 1073i chi 
885, § 1;,.1979, ch. 2, $ 2; T.C.A., $ 59-1711; 
Acts"*1993 "chi" 3Z2h.re" Le 19er en LO ots 
1999, ch. 148, § 1; 2006, ch. 526, § 1; 2008, ch. 
736,88 1; 2;,2013; ch.,.192,'8 }1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2008, ch. 736, § 3 provided that the act, 


all new license applications, license renewals 
and the replacement of expired bonds submit- 
ted to the motor vehicle commission on or after 
July 1, 2008. 


Cross-References. 

Director of division of regulatory boards to 
promulgate rules concerning certain license re- 
newal dates, § 56-1-302. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Construction. 

The words, “in conjunction with” and “rea- 
sonable distance” in T.C.A. § 55-17-111(a)(2) 
and (a)(7) suggest an opportunity for the exer- 
cise of discretion as to the reasonable conve- 


nience and accessibility of the headquarters 
facility to the “additional places of business.” 
Pryor Oldsmobile/GMC Co. v. Tennessee Motor 
Vehicle Com., 803 S.W.2d 227, 1990 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 745 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1990). 


55-17-112. License fees — Interest — Penalty. 


(a) The biennial license fees for licenses issued and renewed under this part 
shall be set by the commission. 

(b) A penalty of fifty percent (50%) of the amount of the license fee will be 
assessed on any renewal application postmarked after the expiration date of 
the license. 

(c) No renewal application will be accepted more than ninety (90) days after 
the expiration date of a license. 

(d) Notwithstanding §§ 55-17-108 and 55-17-119 to the contrary, all rev- 
enue resulting from fees, penalties or interest increased by the 1987 amend- 
ment to this section shall be allocated to the motor vehicle commission. 
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History. 

Acts 1955, ch., 79, 8e4°..1955. ch. 322.8 1° 
1959, ch. 25, §§ 4, 6; 1963, ch. 109, §§ 3, 4; 
1977, ch. 162, § 21; 1977, ch. 450, § 3; 1978, ch. 
Bs5i/8e 1541979, toh 2803: TGA, 895921712: 
Acts 1987, ch. 379, §§ 1-8; 1989, ch. 523, § 186; 
1999, ch. 148, § 3. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
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withstanding the provisions of §§ 55-17-108, 
55-17-112 and 55-17-119 to the contrary, all 
revenues resulting from fees realized as a re- 
sult of the licensure requirements imposed pur- 
suant to the provisions of Acts 2005, ch. 379, 
after deducting regulatory cost of such licen- 
sure, shall be allocated to the fund for the 
maintenance of the division of fire prevention. 


Acts 2005, ch. 379, § 23 provided that, not- 


55-17-113. Location of business to be specified on license — Changes 
requiring new license — Possession and display of license 
— Name to appear on license. 


(a) The license issued to each motor vehicle dealer, manufacturer, distribu- 
tor, factory branch, distributor branch or automotive dismantler and recycler 
shall specify the location of the factory, dealership, office or branch. 

(b) Any motor vehicle dealer licensed under this part shall promptly notify 
the commission of a change in ownership, location or franchise or any other 
matters the commission may require by rule. If a dealership changes its 
location entirely or in part or changes or adds to the dealer’s franchise or 
line-makes, a new license must be applied for as in any original application. 

(c) Every motor vehicle salesperson, factory representative or distributor 
representative shall have the license in the person’s possession when engaged 
in business and shall display it upon request. The name of the employer of the 
motor vehicle salesperson, factory representative or distributor representative 
shall appear on the face of the license. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 4; 1963, ch. 109, § 6; 


1977, ch, 162;\8 23° 107 7ch, 450, § 8; T.C.A;, 
§ 59-1713; Acts 1999, ch. 148, § 2. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Constitutionality. 

This section is proper legislation since it is 
the only way the commission can keep up with 
the different parties licensed. Ford Motor Co. v. 
Pace, 206 Tenn. 559, 335 S.W.2d 360, 1960 
Tenn. LEXIS 394, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 395 
(1960), appeal dismissed, 364 U.S. 444, 81 S. 


Ct. 235, 5 L. Ed. 2d 192, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 144 
(1960), rehearing denied, 364 U.S. 939, 81 S. 
Ct. 377, 5 L. Ed. 2d 371 (1961), dismissed, View 
Crest Garden Apartments, Inc. v. United 
States, 5 L. Ed. 2d 195, 81S. Ct. 235, 364 U.S. 
902, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 166 (1960). 


55-17-114. Grounds for denial, suspension, or revocation of license. 


(a)(1) The commission may deny any application for a license or revoke or 
suspend any license after it has been issued upon finding that: 

(A) The applicant or license holder was previously the holder of a 
license issued under this part or part 4 of this chapter, which license was 
revoked for cause and never reissued by the commission, or which license 
was suspended for cause and the terms of suspension have not been 


fulfilled; 


(B) The applicant or license holder was previously a partner, stock- 
holder, director or officer controlling or managing a partnership or 
corporation whose license issued under this part or part 4 of this chapter 
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was revoked for cause and never reissued or was suspended for cause and 
the terms of the suspension have not been terminated; 

(C) The licensee or applicant has been convicted of a crime of moral 
turpitude and fewer than five (5) years have passed since the licensee or 
applicant has completed serving the licensee’s or applicant’s sentence, 
including parole or probation, whichever is later; 

(D) The applicant or license holder has filed an application for a license 
that as of its effective date was incomplete in any material respect or 
contained any statement that was, in light of the circumstances under 
which it was made, false or misleading with respect to any material fact; 

(EK) The applicant or license holder has willfully and continually failed 
to pay the proper application or license fee; 

(F) The applicant or license holder has practiced fraud in the conduct of 
business; or 

(G)G)(a@) The license holder has failed to return to a customer any parts 

that were removed from the motor vehicle and replaced during the 
process of repair if the customer, at the time repair work was 
authorized, requested return of the parts; provided, that any part 
retained by the license holder as part of a trade-in agreement or core 
charge agreement for a reconditioned part need not be returned to the 
customer unless the customer agrees to pay the license holder the 
additional core charge or other trade-in fee; and provided further, that 
any part required to be returned to a manufacturer or distributor 
under a warranty agreement or any part required by any federal or 
state statute, rule or regulation or local ordinance to be disposed of by 
the license holder need not be returned to the customer; or 
(b) The license holder has failed to permit inspection of any parts 
retained by the license holder if the customer, at the time repair work 
was authorized, expressed the customer’s desire to inspect the parts; 
provided, that if, after inspection, the customer requests return of the 
parts, the restrictions set forth in subdivision (a)(1)(G)G)(a) shall 
apply; 
(ii)(a) The license holder has failed to post in a prominent location 
notice of this subdivision (a)(1)(G); or 
(b) The license holder has failed to print on the repair contract 
notice of this subdivision (a)(1)(G); or 
(iii) The license holder need not retain any parts not returned to the 
customer after the motor vehicle has been returned to the customer. 
(2) The commission shall promulgate a rule to provide that consumer 
information regarding chapter 24 of this title will be made available to their 
customers. 
(b)(1) In addition to the grounds contained in subsection (a), the commission 
may deny an application for a license or revoke or suspend the license of a 
motor vehicle dealer or salesperson who: 

(A) Has required the purchaser of a motor vehicle as a condition of sale 
and delivery thereof to also purchase special features, appliances, acces- 
sories or equipment not desired or requested by the purchaser, unless the 
features, appliances, accessories or equipment are the type that are 
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ordinarily installed on the vehicle by the manufacturer or distributor 
when the vehicle is received or acquired by the dealer; 

(B) Has represented or sold as a new or unused motor vehicle any 
vehicle that has been operated for demonstration purposes or that is 
otherwise a used motor vehicle; 

(C) Has sold or offered for sale as a new or unused motor vehicle any 
motor vehicle for which the dealer or salesperson cannot secure for the 
purchaser of the motor vehicle such new car warranty as may be extended 
by the manufacturer of the vehicle to purchasers of one (1) of its new 
vehicles, unless the fact that the vehicle is being sold without a manufac- 
turer’s warranty is communicated to the purchaser and disclosed promi- 
nently in writing on the bill of sale; 

(D) Has no established place of business that is used or will be used 
primarily for the purpose of selling, buying, displaying, repairing or 
servicing motor vehicles; 

(E) Resorts to or uses false or misleading representations in connection 
with that person’s business as a motor vehicle dealer or salesperson; 
provided, that dealers are specifically authorized to charge a document 
preparation fee, processing fee or servicing fee in addition to the sales 
price of the motor vehicle and these fees shall not be deemed to be a false 
or misleading representation made in connection with the sale of a motor 
vehicle, nor a violation of the Tennessee Consumer Protection Act of 1977, 
compiled in title 47, chapter 18, part 1; and provided further, that the 
amount of these fees is separately stated and clearly and conspicuously 
disclosed on the face of the sales contract or buyer’s invoice prior to the 
buyer’s execution thereof. For purposes of this subdivision (b)(1)(E), the 
disclosure shall be deemed to be “conspicuous” if it is listed on the contract 
or invoice in the same place and manner and in type face no smaller or less 
obvious than the other type face used therein with respect to other charges 
listed, and shall be deemed to be “clear” if it states that the charge is a fee 
for “document preparation,” “processing” or “servicing” or language or 
abbreviations to the same or a similar effect. The authorization provided 
by this subdivision (b)(1)(E) shall not apply if the dealer represents to the 
buyer that the fee is required by or will be paid to any governmental 
agency or entity; 

(F) Gives false or fictitious names or addresses for the purpose of 
registering the sale of a motor vehicle or who makes application for the 
registration of a motor vehicle in the name of any person other than the 
true owner; 

(G) Employs any person who has not been licensed as a salesperson 
pursuant to this part; 

(H) Fails to reasonably supervise agents, salespersons or employees; 

(I) Uses or permits the use of special license plates assigned to that 
person for any purpose other than those permitted by law; 

(J) Disconnects, turns back or resets the odometer of any motor vehicle 
in violation of state or federal law, except as provided for in § 39-14- 
132(b); 

(K) Commits any act or practice involving the purchase, sale, repair or 
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servicing of a motor vehicle or the parts or accessories of a motor vehicle, 

that, in the opinion of the commission, is false, fraudulent or deceptive; 

(L) Increases the price of a new motor vehicle to a retail customer after 
the dealer has accepted an order of purchase or a contract from a buyer, 
except that a trade-in vehicle may be reappraised if it subsequently 
suffered damage, or parts or accessories have been removed. Price differ- 
ences applicable to new models or a new series of motor vehicles at the 
time of the introduction of new models or new series shall not be 
considered a price increase or price decrease; 

(M) Possesses any certificate of title that is not a closed title, unless the 
motor vehicle dealer maintains an executed consignment form developed 
by the commission on each motor vehicle that does not have a closed title; 

(N) Issues more temporary plates than allowed by law or fails to 
maintain a record of the issuance of temporary plates; 

(O) Engaged in curbstoning, as defined in § 55-16-1083; 

(P) Prior to a motor vehicle being subject to a public automobile auction, 
the public automobile auctioneer shall verify that the motor vehicle has a 
clean and unencumbered title, by obtaining a valid motor vehicle title 
history from the department of revenue or if the motor vehicle is registered 
in a state other than this state, the appropriate titling agency in the other 
state; 

(Q) All public automobile auctions must take place at the established 
place of business listed on the motor vehicle dealer license; 

(R) The public automobile auction shall not sell new or unused motor 
vehicles or vehicles with a manufacturer’s statement of origin; 

(S) The public automobile auctioneer shall take possession of and retain 
title to each motor vehicle offered for sale at the auction. If the sale is 
finalized on a motor vehicle, the owner of the vehicle shall sign the title 
over to the public automobile auctioneer who shall then sign the title over 
to and deliver the title to the buyer on the date of the sale. If a sale of the 
vehicle is not made, then the unsigned title shall be returned to the owner 
of the vehicle who offered the vehicle for sale at the auction. At all times, 
the public automobile auction shall be deemed the seller of the motor 
vehicle with the same duties and responsibilities as other licensed motor 
vehicle dealers; or 

(T) Fails to maintain a record of a customer’s motor vehicle liability 
insurance coverage or other proof of financial responsibility for any 
customer who is issued a temporary plate by a motor vehicle dealer who 
finances the sale of used motor vehicles and retains the title to such 
vehicles. The record shall be maintained in the same manner or for the 
same period of time as the record of issuance of temporary plates described 
in subdivision (b)(1)(N). 

(2) Whenever any licensee pleads guilty or is convicted of the offense of 
odometer tampering or any other criminal offense involving moral turpitude, 
the licensee must within sixty (60) days so notify the commission and must 
provide the commission with certified copies of the conviction. The licensee’s 
license shall automatically be revoked sixty (60) days after the guilty plea or 
conviction unless, during the sixty-day period, the licensee makes a written 
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request to the commission for a hearing. Following the hearing, the commis- 
sion in its discretion may impose upon the licensee any sanction permitted 
by this part. 

(3) A motor vehicle dealer shall pay off the agreed upon indebtedness on 
the trade-in vehicle within thirty (30) days after the dealer has received 
actual payment on the financing contract for the new motor vehicle 
purchase. 

(4)(A) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the commission may 

revoke or suspend the license of or levy a civil penalty against any motor 

vehicle dealer who, in a motor vehicle transaction that is conditioned upon 
final funding to the dealer by a third-party financial institution, fails to: 

(i) Provide in writing to the customer the conditional delivery agree- 
ment set forth in subdivision (b)(4)(D); 

(ii) Retain possession of any vehicle used by the consumer as consid- 
eration, commonly known as a trade-in vehicle, until the dealer has 
received funding from the financial institution; 

(iii) Allow the consumer to void the motor vehicle transaction if any of 
the terms of the transaction change after the consumer has approved 
and accepted the terms; or 

(iv) Pay off the agreed upon indebtedness on the trade-in vehicle 
within thirty (30) days after the dealer has received funding from the 
financial institution on the financing contract for the new purchase. 
(B) As used in this subdivision (b)(4), “funding” means actual payment 

to the dealer by the financial institution purchasing the financing contract 

or lease. 

(C) Compliance with subdivisions (b)(4)(A) and (B) may not be waived 
by any consumer. 

(D) The form of the conditional delivery agreement shall be as follows: 


CONDITIONAL DELIVERY AGREEMENT 
THIS TRANSACTION IS NOT FINAL 

YEAR: MAKE: MODEL: VIN#: 

I understand that I am taking possession of this vehicle prior to approval 
from a financial institution and that this transaction is conditioned upon 
final approval by a lender and funding to the Dealer. I further understand 
that by taking possession of this vehicle I have agreed to its purchase at the 
price agreed upon with the Dealer as shown on the financing contract. 

I give the Dealer authorization to investigate my credit and place the 
financing contract with the lender of their choosing. I understand that if the 
Dealer is unable to obtain final funding of the financing contract within 

(___) business days, or if I am unable to 
obtain financing of my own within 24 hours after notification from the Dealer 
that the financing contract has been denied, I will be required to return the 
vehicle to the Dealer. I agree that if I do not promptly return the vehicle that 
the Dealer may repossess the vehicle from me wherever it may be found. If 
a lender requires additional conditions from me before accepting the 
contract, I will use my best efforts to immediately comply with such 
conditions. If I do not meet or agree to accept any additional conditions or 
terms, this purchase and the financing contract will be void. 
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I agree that the Dealer has the right to rely on any representation made 
by me in connection with the purchase contract and the financing contract, 
including information I provided on the credit application. In the event any 
representations are incorrect or false, the Dealer has the right to cancel the 
purchase and the financing contract immediately. 

I understand that I am liable for any personal injuries and physical 
damage that might occur to the vehicle or to other persons or property due 
to my operation of the vehicle, including any fines charged against the 
vehicle, even in the event that I am required to return the vehicle. I agree to 
indemnify the Dealer against such losses. In addition, I have provided 
evidence of collision/comprehensive and liability insurance which will cover 
any damage which might occur to the vehicle or other property or persons 
during my operation of the vehicle. Until this is final, I am responsible for 
any payments due or to come due on my trade-in vehicle. 

Dealer: (Type in or stamp dealer name) 


Customer(s) 
Print Name 
Date 


(c) In addition to the grounds contained in subsection (a), the commission 
may deny an application for a license, or revoke or suspend the license of a 
manufacturer, distributor, distributor branch, factory branch or officer, agent 
or other representative thereof who has: 

(1) Refused to deliver to any motor vehicle dealer having a franchise or 
contractual arrangement for the retail sale of new and unused motor 
vehicles sold or distributed by the manufacturer, distributor, distributor 
branch or factory branch any motor vehicle publicly advertised for immedi- 
ate delivery within sixty (60) days after the dealer’s order has been received; 

(2) Sold or offered for sale to a franchised dealer any supplies, material, or 
other things of value at the time of and as a part of the negotiations for a new 
or renewal franchise or contract renewing or extending for an additional 
period of time the dealer’s franchise agreement, regardless of whether the 
sale or offer of sale shall be made a prerequisite to the renewal of a franchise 
agreement or not; 

(3) Unfairly or without due regard to the equities or without just provo- 
cation cancelled or failed to renew the franchise or selling agreement of a 
motor vehicle dealer; 

(4) Entered into a franchise agreement with a dealer who does not have, 
or is not able to provide, proper facilities to provide the services to the 
purchasers of new motor vehicles that are guaranteed by the new car 
warranties issued by the manufacturer; 

(5) Prevented or required, or attempted to prevent or require, by contract 
or otherwise, any change in the capital structure of the dealership or the 
means by or through which the dealer finances the operation of the 
dealership; provided, that the dealer at all times meets any reasonable 
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capital standards agreed to by the dealer and the manufacturer or distribu- 
tor; and provided further, that no change in capital structure shall cause a 
change in the principal management or have the effect of a sale of the 
franchise without the consent of the manufacturer or distributor; 

(6) Prevented or required, or has attempted to prevent or require, a dealer 
to change the executive management of the dealership, other than the 
principal dealership operator or operators, if the franchise was granted to 
the dealer in reliance upon the personal qualifications of the person or 
persons; 

(7) Prevented or required, or has attempted to prevent or require, by 
contract or otherwise, any dealer, or any officer, partner, or stockholder of 
any dealership, the sale or transfer of any part of the interest of any of them 
to any other person or persons. No dealer, officer, partner, or stockholder, 
however, has the right to sell, transfer, or assign the franchise, or any right 
thereunder, without the consent of the manufacturer or distributor, except 
that the consent shall not be unreasonably withheld; 

(8) Prevented, or has attempted to prevent, a dealer from receiving fair 
and reasonable compensation for the value of the franchise business. There 
shall be no transfer or assignment of the dealer’s franchise without the 
consent of the manufacturer or distributor, which consent shall not be 
unreasonably withheld; 

(9) Obtained money, goods, service, or any other benefit from any other 
person with whom the dealer does business, on account of, or in relation to, 
the transaction between the dealer and such other person, other than for 
compensation for services rendered, unless the benefit is promptly accounted 
for, and transmitted to the dealer; 

(10) Required a dealer to prospectively assent to a release, assignment, 
novation, waiver, or estoppel that would relieve any person from liability to 
be imposed by this part, or has required any controversy between a dealer 
and manufacturer, distributor, or its representative, to be referred to any 
person other than the commission if the referral would be binding on the 
dealer. This subdivision (c)(10) shall not, however, prohibit arbitration before 
an independent arbitrator or the commencement of any legal action; 

(11) Increased prices of motor vehicles that the dealer has ordered but not 
delivered for private retail customers prior to the dealer’s receipt of the 
written official price increase notification. A sales contract by a private retail 
customer shall constitute evidence of each such order. In the event of 
manufacturer price reductions, the amount of any reduction received by a 
dealer shall be passed on to the private retail customer by the dealer, if the 
retail price was negotiated on the basis of the previous higher price to the 
dealer. Price reduction shall apply to all vehicles in the dealer’s inventory 
that are subject to the price reduction. Price differences applicable to new 
models or a new series of motor vehicles at the time of the introduction of 
new models or new series shall not be considered a price increase or price 
decrease. Price changes caused by either: 

(A) The addition to a motor vehicle of required or optional equipment 
pursuant to state or federal law; or 

(B) Revaluation of the United States dollar in the case of foreign-make 
vehicles; 
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shall not be subject to this subsection (c); 

(12) Failed to pay a dealer, within a reasonable time following receipt of a 
valid claim by a dealer thereof, any payment agreed to be made by the 
manufacturer or distributor to the dealer by reason of the fact that a new 
vehicle of a prior year model is in the dealer’s inventory at the time of 
introduction of new model vehicles; 

(13) Denied or attempted to deny the surviving spouse or heirs designated 
by a deceased owner of a dealership, the opportunity to participate in the 
ownership of the dealership or a successor dealership under a valid franchise 
after the death of the owner, unless there are reasonable grounds for the 
denial; 

(14) Offered any refunds or other types of inducements to any person for 
the purchase of new motor vehicles of a certain line-make to be sold to the 
state or any political subdivision thereof or to any other person without 
making the same offer to all other dealers in the same line-make within the 
state; 

(15) Employed any person as a representative who has not been licensed 
pursuant to this part; 

(16) Denied any dealer the right of free association with any other dealer 
for any lawful purpose; 

(17) Competed with a dealer in the same line-make operating under an 
agreement or franchise from a manufacturer or distributor in the relevant 
market area. A manufacturer or distributor shall not, however, be deemed to 
be competing when operating a dealership either temporarily for a reason- 
able period of time, or when operating a bona fide retail operation that is for 
sale to any qualified independent person at a fair and reasonable price, or 
when there is a bona fide relationship in which an independent person has 
made a sufficient investment subject to loss in the dealership and can 
reasonably expect to acquire full ownership of subject dealership on reason- 
able terms and conditions. An exclusive motor truck manufacturer, when 
selling vehicles having a gross vehicle weight over six thousand (6,000) 
pounds, shall not be deemed to be competing when operating a dealership 
that sells motor trucks at retail if, for at least six (6) years prior to January 
1, 1977, the manufacturer has continuously so operated the dealership; 

(18) Unfairly discriminated among its franchisees with the respect to 
warranty reimbursement or authority granted its franchisees to make 
warranty adjustments with retail customers; 

(19) Sold motor vehicles to persons not licensed under this part as motor 
vehicle dealers, except as provided in § 55-17-102(1)(C); 

(20) Granted a competitive franchise in the relevant market area previ- 
ously granted to another motor vehicle dealer. “Relevant market area,” as 
used in this subdivision (c)(20), means that area as described or defined in 
the then existing franchise or dealership of any dealer or dealers; provided, 
that if the manufacturer wishes to grant a franchise to an independent 
dealer, or to grant an interest in a new dealership to an independent person 
in a bona fide relationship in which the person has made a sufficient 
investment subject to loss in the dealership, and can reasonably expect to 
acquire full ownership of the dealership on reasonable terms and conditions, 
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then the manufacturer shall give written notice to the existing dealer or 
dealers in the area, and the matter shall be submitted to the commission for 
final and binding action under the principles herein prescribed for a 
determination of the relevant market area, the adequacy of the servicing of 
the area by the existing dealer or dealers and the propriety of the granting 
of additional dealerships. The complaint, whether filed by an existing dealer 
or upon motion of the commission, shall be filed within thirty (30) days of the 
receipt by affected dealers of notice as required herein, and if no protests are 
filed, the manufacturer may proceed to grant the additional franchise; 

(21) Committed any other act prejudicial to the dealer by threatening to 
cancel the franchise or any contractual agreement existing between the 
dealer and the manufacturer, manufacturer branch, distributor, or distribu- 
tor branch. Written notice in good faith to any dealer of the dealer’s 
violations of any terms or provisions of the franchise or contractual agree- 
ment shall not constitute a violation of this subsection (c); 

(22) Coerced or attempted to coerce any motor vehicle dealer to accept 
delivery of any motor vehicle or motor vehicles, appliances, equipment, 
parts, tools or accessories therefor, or any other commodity or commodities 
that have not been voluntarily ordered by the dealer; 

(23) Coerced or attempted to coerce any motor vehicle dealer to contribute 
or pay money or anything of value into any cooperative or other advertising 
program or fund; 

(24) Coerced or attempted to coerce any motor vehicle dealer to engage in 
any business pursuit that is not directly related to the sale of motor vehicles 
as defined by the commission; or 

(25) Forced, coerced or otherwise required a franchisee to use recondi- 
tioned parts in warranty repairs without disclosing such to the owner or 
lessee. 

(d) In addition to the grounds contained in subsection (a), the commission 
may deny an application for a license or revoke or suspend the license of an 
automobile auction or agent thereof who has: 

(1) If acting as an automobile auction as defined in § 55-17-102(1)(A), 
willfully permitted any person or persons to buy, sell, exchange or in any 
other manner participate in automobile auction sales without first deter- 
mining that the person or persons are duly licensed motor vehicle dealers or 
duly authorized agents licensed either under this part or under a similar act 
of another state, unless a motor vehicle dealer license is not required by law; 

(2) Failed to provide and make available for inspection to the commission 
or its agents, all books, records and other memoranda of all transactions, 
transfers or sales of motor vehicles that take place during the course of 
business; 

(3) Engaged in the business of an automobile auction or agent without 
posting the bond required by law; or 

(4) If acting as an automobile auction as defined in § 55-17-102(1)(B), sold 
motor vehicles on consignment without showing on the title that the motor 
vehicle was purchased directly from the auction and not from a third party. 
(e) The commission may revoke or suspend any license that the commission 

has issued upon finding that the licensee has not maintained any of the 
requirements for issuance of such license. 
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History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 5; 1957, ch. 56, § 6; 1959, 
ch. 25, §§ 8, 9; 1963, ch. 109, § 7; 1967, ch. 28, 
§ 1; 1968, ch. 426; § 1; 1977; ch. 162, § 24; 
T.C.A., § 59-1714; Acts 1980, ch. 451, § 9; 
1984, ch. 718, § 2; 1991, ch. 507, § 1; 1994, ch. 
922,§ 1; 1997, ch. 234, § 3; 1999, ch. 279, § 1; 
2001, ch. 406, § 1; 2005, ch. 379, §§ 16, 17; 
2006, ch. 618, § 1; 2006, ch. 667, § 1; 2007, ch. 
278, § 1; 2007, ch. 328,§ 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 94; 
2008, ch. 724, § 7; 2010, ch. 666, § 1; 2018, ch. 
192, § 2; 2015, ch. 344, §§ 4, 5; 2016, ch. 533, 
§ 2; 2016, ch. 781, § 8; 2018, ch. 668, § 1. 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2006, ch. 
580, § 1 purported to amend this section by 
adding subdivision (b)(3). The code commission 
determined that the legislative intent dictated 
that the provisions be enacted as § 55-17-127. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For the Preamble to the act concerning the 
problems associated with curbstoning, see Acts 
2015, ch. 344, 

Acts 2008, ch. 724, § 8 provided that the 
Tennessee auctioneer commission is authorized 
to promulgate rules and regulations to effectu- 
ate the purposes of the act. All the rules and 
regulations shall be promulgated in accordance 
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with the Uniform Administrative Procedures 
Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 

Acts 2001, ch. 406, § 2 provided that the 
provisions of the act are not intended to alter, 
amend, or affect the provisions of any existing 
statute or administrative rule regarding adver- 
tising of motor vehicles. 

Acts 2001, ch. 406, § 3 provided that the act 
is declaratory of existing law in the state of 
Tennessee and merely codifies the existing poli- 
cies concerning the subject. 

Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 
act, which amended this section, shall apply to 
any licenses issued or renewed on or after 
January 1, 2017. 


Cross-References. 

Exceptions for certain transactions, § 55-17- 
1233 

Sale or transfer of motor vehicles from manu- 
facturer to distributor not unlawful, § 55-17- 
es 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 23, 31. 


Law Reviews. 

Franchising and the Collective Rights of 
Franchisees (Robert W. Emerson), 43 Vand. L. 
Rev. 1503 (1990). 


DECISIONS UNDER PRIOR LAW 


Analysis 


. Constitutionality. 

. In General. 

. —Severability of Invalid Provisions. 

. Franchise Termination. 

. Grounds for Denial or Cancellation of Li- 
cense. 


Ore GD Ee 


1. Constitutionality. 

Former provisions were unconstitutional as 
being arbitrary and capricious, and grounds 
specified therein could not be used as a ground 
for denial, suspension or revocation of license. 
Ford Motor Co. v. Pace, 206 Tenn. 559, 335 
S.W.2d 360, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 395 (1960). 

There is nothing vague or unconstitutional 
about this chapter or about the procedures to be 
followed. General Motors Corp. v. Capitol Chev- 
rolet Co., 645 S.W.2d 230, 1983.Tenn. LEXIS 
765 (Tenn. 1983). 


2. In General. 

There is nothing in the Motor Vehicle Sales 
Licensing Act to prohibit the licensing of mul- 
tiple or branch locations of an established li- 
censed dealer. Pryor Oldsmobile/GMC Co. v. 
Tennessee Motor Vehicle Com., 803 S.W.2d 227, 
1990 Tenn. App. LEXIS 745 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1990). 


3. —Severability of Invalid Provisions. 
Where remainder of chapter constituted an 


entire and full act, and invalid parts did not 
affect main purpose of statute, invalidity of 
former provisions of this section would not 
invalidate the remainder of this chapter. Ford 
Motor Co. v. Pace, 206 Tenn. 559, 335 S.W.2d 
360, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 394, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 
395 (1960), appeal dismissed, 364 U.S. 444, 81 
S. Ct. 235, 5 L. Ed. 2d 192, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 
144 (1960), rehearing denied, 364 U.S. 939, 81 
S. Ct. 377, 5 L. Ed. 2d 371 (1961), dismissed, 
View Crest Garden Apartments, Inc. v. United 
States, 5 L. Ed. 2d 195, 81S. Ct. 235, 364 U.S. 
902, 1960 U.S. LEXIS 166 (1960). 


4, Franchise Termination. 

This section does not create a private cause of 
action or prohibit a manufacturer from termi- 
nating the franchise of a motor vehicle dealer. 
In re Nashville White Trucks, Inc., 5 B.R. 112, 
1980 Bankr. LEXIS 4941 (Bankr. M.D. Tenn. 
1980). 


5. Grounds for Denial or Cancellation of 
License. 

In view of the statutory enumeration of spe- 
cific grounds for denial or cancellation of a 
license, it does not appear that the general 
assembly intended that other unexpressed 
grounds be implied. Pryor Oldsmobile/GMC Co. 
v. Tennessee Motor Vehicle Com., 803 S.W.2d 
227, 1990 Tenn. App. LEXIS 745 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1990). 
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6. Protest Proceeding. 

When automobile dealers protested a new 
dealership’s location before the Tennessee Mo- 
tor Vehicle Commission (Commission), a manu- 
facturer’s petition for interlocutory judicial re- 
view of an administrative law judge’s denial of 
the manufacturer’s motion to dismiss for lack of 
standing was properly dismissed because (1) 
the manufacturer did not show final agency 
decision review was not an adequate remedy, 
on the Commission’s factual challenge to sub- 
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ject matter jurisdiction, (2) possible adminis- 
trative hearing costs were not a contemplated 
injury, nor was any alleged public injury, (3) the 
Commission’s authority was for a court to de- 
cide after a final decision, and (4) whether the 
dealers were located in a relevant market area 
was not a procedural question of law. Hyundai 
Motor Am. v. Tenn. Motor Vehicle Comm’n, — 
S.W.3d —, 2016 Tenn. App. LEXIS 1002 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. Dec. 30, 2016). 


55-17-115. Venue in actions involving manufacturers and motor ve- 


hicle dealers. 


Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the venue for any cause of 


action, claim, lawsuit, arbitration or mediation in which the parties or litigants 
are a manufacturer and a motor vehicle dealer shall be the state of Tennessee. 
This section may not be waived in any contract or other agreement and to do 
so would be against the public policy of Tennessee. 


History. 
Acts 2001, ch. 255, § 1. 


nial, revocation or suspension of licenses, was 
repealed by Acts 1980, ch. 451, § 12. For new 


Compiler’s Notes. law peer nn at alae 


Former § 55-17-115 (Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 6; 
gees, ch. 109,58; 1977, ch. 162, $25; ,T.C.A,, 
§ 59-1715), concerning the procedure for de- 


Cross-References. 
Lemon law, title 55, ch. 24. 


55-17-116. Judicial review. 


All final decisions of the commission pursuant to this part may be judicially 
reviewed in accordance with § 4-5-322. The venue for these actions shall be 
Davidson County. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 6; 1977, ch. 162, § 26; 
T.C.A., § 59-1717. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 31. 


55-17-117. Violations — Civil and criminal penalties — Injunctions. 


(a) In addition to the remedies provided in this part, any person violating 
this part or any rule promulgated under this part, or any order issued by the 
commission, is subject to a civil penalty of not less than one hundred dollars 
($100) nor more than five thousand dollars ($5,000) for each day of violation or 
for each act of violation, as the commission or the court may deem proper. All 
civil penalties shall be paid into the general fund of the state. 

(b) Whenever it appears that any person has violated, is violating or is about 
to violate this part, or any rule promulgated under this part, or any order 
issued by the commission, the commission, through the attorney general and 
reporter, may cause a civil suit to be instituted in a court of competent 
jurisdiction for injunctive relief to restrain the person from continuing the 
violation or threat of violation or for the assessment and recovery of the civil 
penalty provided in this section or for both. 

(c) Asuit for injunctive relief or for recovery of a civil penalty or for both may 
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be brought either in the county where the defendant resides or conducts 
business or in the county where the violation or threat of violation occurs. 

(d) In any suit filed by the commission, the court may grant the commission, 
without bond or other undertaking, any prohibitory or mandatory injunction 
the facts may warrant, including temporary restraining orders, preliminary 
injunctions and permanent injunctions. 

(e) Any person willfully, knowingly and persistently violating this part 


commits a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch.'79,' 9 7) 1977,'ehi162, § 27; 
T.C.A., § 59-1718; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 31. 


2005, ch. 345, § 2. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
141, 


55-17-118. Provisions cumulative. 


This part shall be cumulative to existing laws. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 8; T.C.A., § 59-1719. 


55-17-119. Receipts and expenditures. 


The commission shall pay all money received as fees and charges into the 
state treasury and the budget director shall make these allotments out of the 
general fund as the budget director may deem proper for the necessary and 
proper expenses of the commission, and no expenditure shall be made by the 
commission unless and until the allotment has been made by the budget 
director. The allotment shall be disbursed under the general budgetary laws of 
the state. 


History. 
Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 9; T.C.A., § 59-1720. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2005, ch. 379, § 23 ee that, not- 
withstanding the provisions of §§ 55- 17- 108, 
55-17-112 and 55-17-119 to the contrary, all 
revenues resulting from fees realized as a re- 
sult of the licensure requirements imposed pur- 


suant to the provisions of Chapter 379 of the 
Public Acts of 2005, after deducting regulatory 
cost of such licensure, shall be allocated to the 
fund for the maintenance of the division of fire 
prevention. 


Cross-References. 
Allocation of license revenue notwithstand- 
ing this section, § 55-17-112. 


55-17-120. Exception to licensing requirements. 


(a) Notwithstanding this part, when motor vehicles of the state are being 
sold at an automobile auction sale, no license as a motor vehicle dealer shall be 
required for any person or participant who purchases or bids on the vehicles of 
the state. This person shall not participate in the sales of any other motor 
vehicles without being licensed as required by this part, except as provided in 
§ 55-17-102(1)(C). 

(b)(1) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, whenever heavy construc- 

tion equipment is being sold at auction, no license as a motor vehicle dealer 

shall be required for any person or participant who purchases or bids at the 


757 VEHICLE SALES LICENSES o0-17-120 


auction on any motor vehicle, having three (3), four (4), or five (5) axles that 
is designed to unload itself and that transports crushed stone, fill dirt and 
rock, soil, bulk sand, coal, phosphate muck, asphalt, concrete, and other 
building materials. In addition, no license as a motor vehicle dealer shall be 
_ required for any person or participant who purchases or bids at the auction 
on any motor vehicle, including cars, pick-up trucks, flat bed trucks having 
two (2) or more axles, service trucks, two-axle dump trucks, or any other 
vehicle used by the contractor for whose benefit the auction is held or by any 
other contractor offering such equipment or motor vehicles for sale from the 
contractor’s fleet at the auction. The auction shall not be an automobile 
auction within this part if the sale of the motor vehicles is incidental to the 
sale of the heavy construction equipment, and the person conducting the 
auction need only be licensed as an auctioneer as required by title 62, 
chapter 19. Notice of the auction shall be given to the motor vehicle 
commission at least two (2) weeks prior to the auction. The total value of all 
motor vehicles sold at the auction shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the 
sales prices of all equipment sold at the auction. 
(2)(A) In addition to subdivision (b)(1), no motor vehicle dealer license 
shall be required for the operator of a permanent auction facility that has 
been in continuous operation for at least two (2) years prior to January 1, 
2008, and that: 

(i) Sells large construction equipment in an auction format; 

(ii) Has sales of used motor vehicles whose total value does not exceed 
fifteen percent (15%) of the total value of all equipment sold, including 
motor vehicles, as calculated on an annual basis; 

(iii) Maintains a regularly staffed facility during normal business 
hours of not less than thirty (30) hours per week; 

(iv) Has a permanent facility with at least fifty (50) contiguous fenced 
acres located in this state; 

(v) Has titles present for all vehicles to be sold by auction at the 
facility; 

(vi) Conducts, at the facility, not more than five (5) such auctions in a 
calendar year, one (1) of which may be a “vehicles only” auction; 

(vii) Does not sell new or unused motor vehicles, or vehicles with a 
manufacturer’s statement of origin only; and 

(viii) Sells, at the facility, only motor vehicles that: 

(a) Weigh in excess of ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.) gross 
vehicle weight rating (GVWR); or 
(b) Weigh less than ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.) gross vehicle 
weight rating (GVWR) if owned by an entity that used the motor 
vehicle in its normal business operation as either a construction or 
common carrier or transportation-related entity hauling freight. 
(B) The auction shall file with the motor vehicle commission on an 
annual basis a certification stating: 

(i) That all such vehicles sold were not vehicles covered under the 
Tennessee Consumer Protection Act, compiled in title 47, chapter 18, 
part 1; and 

(ii) The gross proceeds of the auction and the value of all vehicles sold 
at the auction. 
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(c)(1) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, whenever farm equipment 
and machinery, as defined in § 67-6-102, is being sold at an auction 
conducted on farm property in accordance with the requirements set forth 
within subdivision (c)(2), no license as a motor vehicle dealer shall be 
required for any person or participant who purchases or bids at the auction 
on a motor vehicle. 

(2) If the sale at auction, on property owned or possessed by the farmer, of 

five (5) or fewer motor vehicles is incidental to the sale at auction of farm 
equipment and machinery owned and used by the farmer, and if each such 
motor vehicle is owned for at least one (1) year by the farmer, the farmer’s 
parents, or the farmer’s children, and if each such motor vehicle is at least 
two (2) model years old, and if the farmer has not sold motor vehicles at an 
auction within the previous twelve-month period, then the auction shall not 
be an automobile auction within this part, and the person conducting the 
auction need only be licensed as an auctioneer by the auctioneer commission; 
provided, that the auctioneer must give at least fourteen (14) days’ advance 
written notification to the motor vehicle commission describing the time and 
place of the auction as well as the items to be sold therein. 
(d)(1) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, a motor vehicle dealer 
license shall not be required to purchase nonrepairable vehicles, salvage 
vehicles, or a combination of nonrepairable and salvage vehicles from an 
automobile auction if the automobile auction primarily sells motor vehicles 
on consignment. 

(2) Anatural person who resides in this state may purchase at retail no 
more than five (5) nonrepairable vehicles or salvage vehicles, or any 
combination thereof, within a twelve-month period. 

(3) Each automobile auction engaged in the sale of nonrepairable vehicles, 
salvage vehicles, or a combination of nonrepairable and salvage vehicles, 
shall: 

(A) Keep an electronic record of all sales of each vehicle and include in 
the record the make, model, year, vehicle identification number, and the 
name and address of the purchaser and seller of the vehicle; 

(B) Obtain from the purchaser of each vehicle a copy of the purchaser’s 
driver license, passport, or other government-issued identification. The 
automobile auction shall maintain each copy obtained under this subdi- 
vision (d)(3)(B) for a period of two (2) years from the date of obtaining the 
copy; and 

(C) Obtain from the purchaser of each vehicle a copy of any license or 
other authorization required to do business under this chapter or, if the 
purchaser represents a third party authorized to purchase the vehicle 
under this chapter, a copy of the third party’s license or other authoriza- 
tion required to do business under this chapter and a copy of any document 
authorizing the purchaser to act on behalf of the third party. The 
automobile auction shall maintain each copy obtained under this subdi- 
vision (d)(3)(C) for a period of two (2) years from the date of obtaining the 
copy. 

(4) Each automobile auction required to maintain records pursuant to 
subdivision (d)(3) shall make the records available, upon written request, to: 
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(A) Law enforcement officers; 
(B) The department of revenue; or 
(C) The motor vehicle commission. 

(5) This subsection (d) shall not limit: 

(A) The sale of nonrepairable vehicles or salvage vehicles to a person 
who resides outside of this state; or 

(B) The sale of nonrepairable vehicles or salvage vehicles titled in a 
state or jurisdiction other than this state. 

(6) Aviolation of this subsection (d) is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine of no less than one thousand dollars ($1,000) and no more soe two 
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500). 

(7) An action to impose any penalty under this subsection (d) may be 
brought in any court of competent jurisdiction by a district attorney or the 
attorney general and reporter. 

(8) Monies generated from any fine imposed pursuant to subdivision (d)(6) 
shall be used only for purposes of enforcement, investigation, prosecution, 
and training as those purposes relate to violations of this subsection (d). 

(9) As used in this subsection (d): | 

(A) “Nonrepairable vehicle” has the same meaning as defined in § 55- 

3-201; and 

(B) “Salvage vehicle” has the same meaning as defined in § 55-3-201. 

(e) When motor vehicles are sold incidentally at a bona fide going-out-of- 

business sale, no license as a motor vehicle dealer is required to sell the 
vehicles at auction if: 

(1) All vehicles for sale were owned and titled in the name of the business 
for at least one (1) year prior to the going-out-of-business sale; 

(2) The auctioneer gives a fourteen-day prior written notification to the 
motor vehicle commission providing the time and place of the sale and a list 
of items to be sold; and 

(3) The sale does not violate the Tennessee Consumer Protection Act of 
1977, compiled in title 47, chapter 18, part 1. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1971, ch. 315, § 1; T.C.A, § 59-1721; Auctioneers, title 62, ch. 19. 
Acts 1984, ch. 718, § 3; 1985, ch. 266, § 1; 
e99L,ch, 12, $1; 1991, ch. 359, § 2; 2008, ch. 
B15, § 1; 2016, ch. 533, $'°1; 2019, ch. 471, $ "3: 


55-17-121. Labor rate charged customers by dealers. 


(a) Within ninety (90) days after May 9, 1977, all licensed motor vehicle 
dealers shall be required to provide to the commission a sworn statement 
containing the labor rate charged to retail customers and the labor rate 
charged to the manufacturers or distributors for warranty repairs or servicing. 
All dealers must give the commission, written notice of any changes in these 
rates within ten (10) days after the changes are made. 

(b) In no event shall a manufacturer or distributor pay to its dealers a labor 
rate per hour for warranty repairs or servicing less than the dealer’s retail 
labor rate for similar repairs, unless the manufacturer or distributor can show 
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to the commission that the dealer’s retail labor rate is improper in light of all 
economic circumstances. 

(c) No motor vehicle dealer shall charge the manufacturer or distributor a 
labor rate per hour for warranty work in excess of its posted retail labor rate. 


History. 
Acts 1977, ch. 162, § 28; T.C.A., § 59-1722. 


55-17-122. Provisions governing hearings and judicial review. 


The Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, 
shall govern all matters and procedures respecting the hearing and judicial 
review of any contested case, as defined therein, arising under this part. 


History. 
Acts 1980, ch. 451, § 11. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 31. 


55-17-123. Exception for certain transactions. 


(a) Notwithstanding § 55-17-109 or § 55-17-114, the transactions autho- 

rized by this section are permitted. 

(b) As used in this section: 

(1) “Line-make” means motor vehicles of the same trade name for which 
separate dealership franchises are granted; 

(2) “Producer” means any person, including related business entities, that 
manufactures or assembles new and unused motor vehicles in this state, and 
qualifies for the tax credit provided in § 67-4-2109(b)(2)(B)(i) on June 17, 
2005; and 

(3) “Related business entity” means any person that has more than 
thirty-five percent (35%) direct or indirect ownership interest in a producer 
on June 17, 2005, or is a one hundred percent (100%) owned subsidiary of a 
person who owns a one hundred percent (100%) interest in a producer on 
June 17, 2005. 

(c)(1)(A) A producer of motor vehicles may lease no more than four (4) motor 
vehicles, and provide any maintenance ancillary to the motor vehicles, of 
the same line-make as the producer or any related business entity 
produces, to each eligible employee of the producer, under no less than a 
twelve-month closed-end lease; provided, that the total number of vehicles 
so leased to such eligible employees in this state shall not exceed the 
producer’s total number of eligible employees in this state. 

(B) For purposes of this section, an “eligible employee” shall include: 
(i) Each full-time employee, as defined in § 67-6-394(c), on producer’s 
payroll; and 
(ii) Each employee, as defined under § 414(n) of the Internal Rev- 
enue Code (26 U.S.C. § 414(n)), or (29 U.S.C. § 1002(6)) as such section 
exists as of April 23, 2013, of the producer who regularly works onsite at 
one (1) of the producer’s facilities in this state. 
(2) Any motor vehicle that is subject to a lease permitted under this 
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subsection (c) shall be purchased by the producer from any dealer of the 
same line-make as the leased motor vehicle. 

(d)(1) At the termination of any lease permitted under subsection (c), the 
motor vehicle may be held by the producer for no longer than ten (10) 
business days and shall be sold through a dealer that sells new and unused 
motor vehicles of the same line-make, to an eligible employee of the 
producer. Each eligible employee shall be entitled to purchase no more than 
one (1) motor vehicle per twelve-month period and must title the vehicle in 
the employee’s name and shall retain the motor vehicle for no less than one 
hundred eighty (180) days from date of purchase. 

(2) Any motor vehicle not purchased by an eligible employee may be sold 
directly to any same line-make franchised dealer in the state that processes 
the vehicles and serves as a designated return point by the producer for the 
motor vehicles. Each same line-make franchised dealer that acts as a 
designated return point shall be entitled to purchase not more than thirty 
(30) motor vehicles of the same line-make returned from an employee lease 
per month and is prohibited from selling the vehicle wholesale for ninety (90) 
days from the time the vehicle is purchased by the franchised dealer. 

(3) Thereafter, those motor vehicles not purchased shall be sold at an 
auction limited to any franchised dealer that sells new or unused motor 
vehicles of the same line-make as those being auctioned. 


History. 

Acts 1987, ch. 435, § 1; 2005, ch. 443, §§ 1-3; 
2006, ch. 511, §§ 1, 2; 2007, ch. 181, § 1; 2009, 
ch. 530, §§ 12, 13; 20138, ch. 258, §§ 1-5; 2014, 
fay van2. § 1; 2015, ch. 372, $71: 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2009, ch. 530, § 133 provided that §§ 12 


and 13 of the act, which amended subdivisions 
(d)(2) and (e)(1) [now (b)(2) and (c)(1), respec- 
tively], shall apply to all business plans filed on 
or after July 1, 2009. 


55-17-124. Sale or transfer from manufacturer to distributor not un- 


lawful. 


The sale or other transfer of a motor vehicle from a manufacturer to a 
distributor is not unlawful under § 55-17-109 or § 55-17-114. 


History. 
Acts 1987, ch. 435, § 2. 


55-17-125. Annual sales reports — Eligibility for dealer plates. 


(a)(1) On or before February 15 of each year, each motor vehicle dealer shall 
submit to the commission an annual sales report indicating the number of 
motor vehicles sold by the dealer during the preceding calendar year, the 
number of dealer registration plates issued to the dealer during the year and 
the county or counties in which the plates were issued. 
(2) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, if a motor vehicle 
dealer: 
(A) Fails to timely file the annual sales report, the dealer shall not be 
eligible for any dealer registration plates until the annual sales report is 
filed; 
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(B) Timely files the annual sales report and sells twenty-four (24) or 
more motor vehicles during a calendar year, then there is a rebuttable 
presumption that the dealer is eligible to receive, retain, and use dealer 
registration plates otherwise authorized by § 55-4-226; or 

(C) Timely files the annual sales report, and sells fewer than twenty- 
four (24) motor vehicles during a calendar year or if a dealer engaged in 
business for only a portion of the calendar year but sold fewer than two (2) 
vehicles on average per month during this portion of the year, then the 
dealer is eligible to receive, retain, and use up to three (3) dealer 
registration plates. Upon written request by the dealer and with justifi- 
cation shown, the motor vehicle commission may approve the issuance of 
additional plates. The commission shall furnish to each county clerk a 
listing of eligible dealers. 

(3) If pursuant to this section, a dealer is no longer eligible to receive, 
retain or use dealer registration plates, then the commission is authorized to 
undertake appropriate action to take possession of any plates issued to the 
dealer and shall promptly forward the plates to the department of revenue. 
(b) Upon request of the commission, the department shall make available 

for the commission’s inspection departmental information concerning the 
number of dealer registration plates issued to each dealer. 


History. 
Acts. 1994, ch. 922, § 3; 1995, ch. 19, § 1; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 52. 


55-17-126. Agreement to and compliance with this part. 


Any person who acquires or renews a license under this part agrees to and 
shall comply with this part and any rules or regulations promulgated under 
this part. 


History. 
Acts 2005, ch. 345, § 1. 


55-17-127. Emission testing and vehicle inspection prior to consum- 
mation of sale of preowned vehicles. 


If a person who seeks to purchase a preowned motor vehicle from a dealer 
under a title retention agreement or a conditional sales contract, in a city that 
requires emission testing and a vehicle inspection and the vehicle is to be 
registered by the purchaser in the county where that city is located and the 
vehicle has not been pretested or inspected within ninety (90) days prior to the 
sale, then the purchaser may require the vehicle to be inspected and pass 
inspections prior to the consummation of the sale of the motor vehicle. If the 
motor vehicle fails the emissions test or the vehicle inspection, the purchaser 
may waive in writing this section. In addition, this section may be waived by 
written agreement of the purchaser and seller of the motor vehicle prior to 
inspection. 


History. Code Commission Notes. Acts 2006, ch. 
Acts 2006, ch. 580, § 1. 580, § 1 purported to amend § 55-17-114 by 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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adding the above provisions as subdivision — sions be enacted as a new section in this loca- 


_ (b)(3). The code commission determined that _ tion. 


the legislative intent dictated that the provi- 


55-17-128. Operation of other business at dealer’s established place of 
business. 


A motor vehicle dealer licensed to sell motor vehicles may operate one (1) 
additional business at the dealer’s established place of business; provided, at 
least sixty-six percent (66%) of the dealer’s established place of business is 
used for the sale or service, or both, of motor vehicles and that the income 
derived from the additional business is less than thirty-three percent (33%) of 
the gross income of the dealership. The dealer may also install signs at the 
dealer’s established place of business for the purpose of advertising the other 
businesses. 


History. renumbered from § 55-17-129 to § 55-17-128 
Acts 2015, ch. 322, § 1; T.C.A. § 55-17-129. by authority of the Code Commission in 2020. 


Code Commission Notes. This section was 


PART 2 
[RESERVED] 


PART 3 
AUTOMOTIVE MOBILITY DEALERS 


55-17-301. Part definitions. 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Adapted vehicle” means a new or used motor vehicle especially 
designed or modified for use by an aging or disabled person; 

(2) “Automotive mobility dealer” means any motor vehicle dealer who: 

(A) Exclusively engages in the business of selling, offering to sell, or 
soliciting or advertising the sale of adapted vehicles; 

(B) Possesses adapted vehicles exclusively for the purpose of resale, 
either on the dealer’s own account or on behalf of another, as the dealer’s 
primary business; or 

(C) Engages in the business of selling, installing, or servicing; offering 
to sell, install, or service; or soliciting or advertising the sale, installation, 
or servicing of equipment or modifications specifically designed to facili- 
tate use or operation of a motor vehicle by an aging or disabled person; and 
(3) “Mobility equipment” means equipment specifically designed to facili- 

tate the use of a motor vehicle by an aging or disabled person. 


History. 
Acts 2010, ch. 1038, § 1. 


55-17-302. Automotive mobility dealer license. 


(a) Any person, prior to engaging or continuing in the business of an 
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automotive mobility dealer after March 1, 2011, shall obtain an automotive 
mobility dealer license from the commission. 
(b)(1) An automotive mobility dealer shall be licensed and regulated by the 
commission under this chapter. 

(2) The commission shall, by administrative regulations promulgated 
hereunder in accordance with the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, 
compiled in title 4, chapter 5, establish requirements for initial application 
for and renewal of a license to be an automotive mobility dealer. The 
commission’s regulations establishing requirements for automotive mobility 
dealers shall include provisions for automotive mobility dealers to meet 
reasonable and appropriate quality assurance requirements. Such require- 
ments may include: 

(A) Appropriate training by automotive mobility dealers regarding 
adapted vehicle usage; 

(B) Driver evaluation by automotive mobility dealers; and 

(C) A requirement that automotive mobility dealers obtain and main- 
tain insurance in an amount to be established by the commission. | 

(3) The commission shall have the power to promulgate any other 
regulations that are necessary to implement this part, including denial, 
suspension or revocation of an automotive mobility dealer’s license. All such 
rules and regulations shall be promulgated in accordance with the Uniform 
Administrative Procedures Act. 

(4) The commission shall, after notice and hearing, revoke the license of 
an automotive mobility dealer if it determines that the dealer has sold or 
modified a vehicle that does not comply with this section or any administra- 
tive regulations promulgated hereunder. A dealer whose license is revoked 
under this subsection (b) shall be permitted to appeal the revocation in 
accordance with part 1 of this chapter. 

(5) An automotive mobility dealer’s license may be denied, suspended or 
revoked for any violation of § 55-17-114. 

(c) A licensed automotive mobility dealer shall have the right to display, 
demonstrate, inventory, advertise and offer for sale adapted vehicles. 


History. 
Acts 2010, ch. 1038, § 1. 


55-17-303. Franchising. 


(a) No more than two (2) new untitled motor vehicles of a specific line-make 
may be consigned by a franchised motor vehicle dealer to an automotive 
mobility dealer. 

(b) Any retail sale of a new untitled motor vehicle must be accomplished by 
the consigning franchised dealer. 

(c) A licensed franchise motor vehicle dealer shall not be required to obtain 
an automotive mobility dealer license to display, advertise, offer for sale or sell 
adapted motor vehicles. 


History. 
Acts 2010, ch. 1038, § 1. 
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PART 4 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES LICENSES 


55-17-401. Part definitions. 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Closed title’ means an executed certificate of title indicating the 
recreational vehicle dealer as the current owner or transferee; 

(2) “Commission” means the Tennessee motor vehicle commission; 

(3) “Distributor” means any person who in whole or in part sells or 
distributes any new and unused recreational vehicles to recreational dealers 
or who maintains distributor representatives; 

(4) “Established place of business” means a permanent structure or 
structures owned, leased, or rented by a recreational vehicle dealer provid- 
ing signs, facilities, and office space used exclusively for buying, selling, 
displaying, advertising, demonstrating, servicing, or repairing recreational 
vehicles or functional or nonfunctional parts of recreational vehicles and 
where replacement parts, repair tools, and equipment as well as the books 
and records needed to conduct the business are kept. The structure or 
structures must be physically apart from any other business and shall not 
include a private residence of any sort, tent, or temporary stand; 

(5) “Factory representative” means a representative employed by a manu- 
facturer for the purpose of making or promoting the sale of recreational 
vehicles or for supervising, servicing, instructing, procuring, controlling, or 
contacting for any reason recreational vehicle dealers or prospective recre- 
ational vehicle dealers or their employees; 

(6) “Fraud” includes: 

(A) A misrepresentation in any manner, whether intentionally false or 
due to gross negligence, of a material fact; 

(B) A promise or representation not made honestly and in good faith; or 

(C) An intentional failure to disclose a material fact; 

(7) “Manufacturer” means any person who manufactures or assembles 
new and unused recreational vehicles, or who maintains factory 
representatives; 

(8) “Person” means every natural person, partnership, corporation, asso- 
ciation, trust, estate, or any other legal entity; 

(9) “Recreational vehicle” has the same meaning as defined in 
§ 55-28-102; 

(10) “Recreational vehicle dealer”: 

(A) Means a person engaged in the business of selling, offering to sell, 
soliciting, or advertising the sale of new or used recreational vehicles or 
used motor vehicles pursuant to § 55-17-419, or possessing such vehicles 
for the purpose of resale, either on that person’s own account or on behalf 
of another, either as that person’s primary business or incidental to that 
person’s business; and 

(B) Does not include: 

(i) Receivers, trustees, administrators, executors, guardians, or other 
persons appointed by or acting under a judgment or order of any court; 
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(ii) Public officers while performing or in the operation of their duties; 

(iii) Employees of persons, corporations, or associations described in 
subdivision (10)(B)(i) when engaged in the specific performance of their 
duties as employees; 

(iv) A motor vehicle dealer licensed pursuant to part 1 of this chapter 
not engaged in the business of selling, offering to sell, soliciting, or 
advertising the sale of new recreational vehicles; 

(v) News or other advertising media and their employees while in the 
performance of their usual duties with regard to the sale of advertising; 
or 

(vi) All banks, finance companies, loan companies, insurance compa- 
nies, auto body shops, or garages that have not obtained a recreational 
vehicle for the purpose of resale, selling, or offering to sell used 
recreational vehicles directly to the public without the intervention of 
any other person, when these sales are merely incidental to their 
primary business activities; 

(11) “Sale” means the issuance, transfer, agreement for transfer, ex- 
change, pledge, hypothecation, or mortgage in any form, whether by transfer 
in trust or otherwise, of any recreational vehicle or interest in such vehicle, 
as well as any option, subscription or other contract, or solicitation looking 
to sell, offer, or attempt to sell in any form, whether spoken or written. A gift 
or delivery of any recreational vehicle as a bonus on account of the sale of 
another vehicle or otherwise shall be deemed a sale of the recreational 
vehicle; and 

(12) “Vehicle salesperson” means a person licensed as a motor vehicle 
salesperson pursuant to part 1 of this chapter. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
1, 2017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-402. Powers and duties of commission. 


The commission is vested with those powers and duties necessary and 
proper to enable it to fully and effectively carry out the provisions and 
objectives of this part, including, but not limited to: 

(1) The authority to promulgate reasonable substantive and procedural 
rules as they relate to the operation of this part and pursuant to the Uniform 
Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5; and 

(2) The authority to prescribe all forms to be used by the commission in 
the transaction of its business including application, license, compliance, 
and financial forms. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
£2017 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 
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55-17-403. License required. 


(a) No person shall engage in business as, serve in the capacity of, or act as 
a manufacturer, recreational vehicle factory representative, or recreational 
vehicle dealer, without first obtaining a license as required in this part. 

(b) It is unlawful for any person to commercially engage in any activity 
involving the distribution or sale of any recreational vehicles or used motor 
vehicles pursuant to § 55-17-419 without first qualifying for and obtaining a 
license or licenses specifically authorized by this part or, in the case of vehicle 
salespersons, part 1 of this chapter, unless the requirement for licensure is 
specifically exempted by statute. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
1, 2017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-404. Separate licenses for activities and locations — Employ- 
ment of licensed salesperson. 


(a) Any person engaging, acting, or serving in more than one (1) of the 
activities for which a license is required under § 55-17-403 or having more 
than one (1) location where the business is carried on or conducted, is required 
to obtain and hold a separate, current license for each activity in which the 
person is engaged for each location. 

(b) No recreational vehicle dealer shall hire any person for the purpose of 
selling recreational vehicles, or for acting in the capacity of a vehicle salesper- 
son, without first determining that the person is duly licensed as a vehicle 
salesperson. 

(c) No vehicle salesperson shall sell or attempt to sell any recreational 
vehicle for any recreational vehicle dealer, unless the vehicle salesperson is 
employed by the recreational vehicle dealer having an interest in the sale of 
the recreational vehicle. 

(d) No person licensed under this section shall give, pay, or in any manner 
compensate any other person for services rendered as a vehicle salesperson 
without first engaging or employing the person in the capacity of a vehicle 
salesperson. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
i yo Bri 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-405. Applications for licenses and renewals. 


(a) The commission shall prescribe and provide forms to be used for 
applications for licenses and for the renewals thereof to be issued under the 
terms of this part, and require all applicants and their enfranchised manufac- 
turers, as a condition precedent to the issuance of a license, to provide 
information touching on and concerning the applicant’s character, honesty, 
integrity, reputation, business relationships, and ability as the commission 
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may deem necessary; provided, that every application for a new recreational 
vehicle dealer’s license shall contain, in addition to any information the 
commission may require, a statement as to the following facts: 

(1) The applicant’s name and residential address and the trade name, if 
any, under which the applicant intends to conduct business; 

(2) If the applicant is a partnership, each partner’s name and residential 
address, whether a limited or general partner, and the name under which 
the partnership business is to be conducted; 

(3) If the applicant is a corporation, the name of the corporation and the 
name and address of each of its principal officers, directors, and all persons 
owning more than five percent (5%) of outstanding shares of stock issued by 
the corporation; 

(4) The names of any inventory financers, including floor planners used by 
the dealership. Applicants shall provide this information to the commission 
and keep it current; 

(5) A complete description, including the city, town, or village with the 
street and number, if any, of the permanent, established place of business 
and any other additional place or places of business as shall be operated and 
maintained by the applicant in conjunction with the permanent, established 
place of business; } 

(6) A financial statement prepared in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles by a certified public accountant or public accountant 
dated not earlier than twelve (12) months prior to the date of the application 
and copies of the most current financial information furnished to the 
manufacturer, distributor, or their representatives under the terms of any 
franchise agreements; and 

(7) Aduly executed service agreement on forms provided by the commis- 
sion with a factory authorized service or repair garage within a reasonable 
distance from the applicant’s established place of business if the recreational 
vehicle dealer applicant does not have facilities at the dealer’s established 
place of business to service or repair recreational vehicles. 

(b) All applications for licenses required to be obtained under this part shall 
be verified by oath or affirmation of the applicant or the applicants. 

(c) All applications shall be accompanied by the payment of the fee pre- 
scribed by § 55-17-406. In the event that any application is denied or the 
license applied for is not issued, seventy-five percent (75%) of the license fee 
shall be refunded to the applicant or applicants. 

(d) All licenses shall expire two (2) years from the date of issuance. 

(e) Any change of address of a recreational vehicle dealer must be reported 
to the commission. 

(f) When a vehicle salesperson desires to change employment from one 
dealer to another, that salesperson must submit such person’s license to the 
commission for endorsement of change of employer and may become a 
salesperson at that person’s new place of employment upon submission of the 
license for endorsement of change of location and payment of any fees due. 

(g)(1) Each application for a license or renewal of a license of a recreational 

vehicle dealer shall be accompanied by evidence satisfactory to the commis- 

sion that the dealer has a surety bond in the amount of at least fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000) in force. A letter of credit shall not be satisfactory 


769 VEHICLE SALES LICENSES 59-17-405 


evidence of a surety bond in the required amount. 

(2)(A) The bond is for the benefit of any person who suffers loss because of 

either: 

(i) Nonpayment by the dealer of a retail customer’s prepaid title, 
registration, or other related fees or taxes; or 

(ii) The recreational vehicle dealer’s failure to deliver in conjunction 
with the sale of a recreational vehicle a valid recreational vehicle title 
certificate free and clear of any prior owner’s interests and all liens 
except a lien created by or expressly assumed in writing by the buyer of 
the recreational vehicle. 

(B) The aggregate liability of the surety to all persons shall in no event 
exceed the amount of this bond. 

(3) In lieu of a corporate surety on the bond required by subdivision (g)(1), 
the commission may allow the recreational vehicle dealer to secure the bond 
by depositing collateral in the form of a certificate of deposit, as accepted and 
authorized by the banking laws of this state, that has a face value equal to 
the amount of the bond. The collateral may be deposited with or executed 
through any authorized state depository designated by the commission. 
Interest on any deposited certificate of deposit shall be payable to the dealer 
who has deposited it as collateral, or to a person as the recreational vehicle 
dealer or the certificate may direct. 

(4) The surety bond must remain and continue in force for as long as the 
licensee remains licensed and must name the Tennessee motor vehicle 
commission as beneficiary. Upon notice of cancellation, the licensee shall 
either cease business operations until proof of minimum coverage is pro- 
vided, or provide evidence of minimum coverage from another provider. 

(5) Any surety is required to provide sixty (60) days’ notice of cancellation 
of the bond or certificate of deposit or letter of credit to the commission. 

(6) No license so issued shall be transferable, and a separate license shall 
be required for each separate place of business and shall be prominently 
displayed in the place of business operated by the person to whom the license 
is issued. 

(h)(1) All applications for issuance or renewal of a recreational vehicle 
dealer license shall contain an attestation that the applicant will comply 
with each of the following requirements: 

(A) The applicant shall maintain the surety bond required by subsec- 
tion (g) in full force and effect during all times that the license is active; 
and 

(B) The applicant shall notify the commission upon a change in owner- 
ship or location of the dealership as required by § 55-17-4077. 

(2) Additionally, all applications for issuance or renewal of a recreational 
vehicle dealer license shall contain the following statement, immediately 
following the attestation required by subdivision (h)(1): 

FAILURE TO MAINTAIN A SURETY BOND AS REQUIRED BY T.C.A. 
§ 55-17-405, OR NOTIFY THE TENNESSEE MOTOR VEHICLE COM- 
MISSION OF A CHANGE IN THE OWNERSHIP OR LOCATION OF 
THE DEALERSHIP AS REQUIRED BY T.C.A. § 55-17-407, MAY RE- 
SULT IN THE ASSESSMENT OF A CIVIL PENALTY AND/OR SUSPEN- 
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SION OR REVOCATION OF THE RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DEALER 
LICENSE. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 


Compiler’s Notes. 1, 2017. 


Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-406. Biennial license fees — Penalty for late renewal. 


(a) The biennial license fees for licenses issued and renewed under this part 
shall be set by the commission. 

(b) A penalty of fifty percent (50%) of the amount of the license fee will be 
assessed on any renewal application postmarked after the expiration date of 
the license. 

(c) No renewal application will be accepted more than ninety (90) days after 
the expiration date of a license. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-17-4138, all revenue resulting from fees, penalties, 
or interest shall be allocated to the commission. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
Rio, 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-407. Location — Notification of changes — Possession of sales- 
person’s license when engaged in business. 


(a) The license issued to each recreational vehicle dealer or manufacturer 
under this part shall specify the location of the factory, dealership, office, or 
branch, as applicable. 

(b) Any recreational vehicle dealer licensed under this part shall promptly 
notify the commission of a change in ownership, location, or franchise or any 
other matters the commission may require by rule. 

(c) Every vehicle salesperson shall have the license in the person’s posses- 
sion when engaged in business and shall display it upon request. The name of 
the employer of the vehicle salesperson shall appear on the face of the license. 

(d) In addition to the license required under this part or part 1 of this 
chapter, any person engaged in the business of a public automobile auction and 
selling recreation vehicles shall also be licensed as a public automobile auction 
pursuant to § 55-17-109. 

(e) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require a motor vehicle 
salesperson licensed pursuant to part 1 of this chapter to obtain more than one 
(1) salesperson license to perform such actions for any dealer dually licensed as 
a recreational vehicle dealer pursuant to this part and motor vehicle dealer 
pursuant to part 1 of this chapter. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
1)-2077; 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


\ 


| 
ea VEHICLE SALES LICENSES 55-17-408 


55-17-408. Grounds for denial of application for license or revocation 
| or suspension of license. 


(a) The commission may deny any application for a license or revoke or 
suspend any license after it has been issued upon finding that: 

(1) The applicant or license holder was previously the holder of a license 
issued under this part or part 1 of this chapter, which license was revoked for 
cause and never reissued by the commission, or which license was suspended 
for cause and the terms of suspension have not been fulfilled; 

(2) The applicant or license holder was previously a partner, stockholder, 
director, or officer controlling or managing a partnership or corporation 
whose license issued under this part or part 1 of this chapter was revoked for 
cause and never reissued or was suspended for cause and the terms of the 
suspension have not been terminated; 

(3) The licensee or applicant has been convicted of a crime of moral 
turpitude and fewer than five (5) years have passed since the licensee or 
applicant has completed serving the licensee’s or applicant’s sentence, 
including parole or probation, whichever is later; 

(4) The applicant or license holder has filed an application for a license 
that as of its effective date was incomplete in any material respect or 
contained any statement that was, in light of the circumstances under which 
it was made, false or misleading with respect to any material fact; 

(5) The applicant or license holder has willfully and continually failed to 
pay the proper application or license fee; 

(6) The applicant or license holder has practiced fraud in the conduct of 
business; or 

(7)(A) The license holder has failed to return to a customer any parts that 
were removed from the recreational vehicle and replaced during the 
process of repair if the customer, at the time repair work was authorized, 
requested return of the parts; provided, that any part retained by the 
license holder as part of a trade-in agreement or core charge agreement for 
a reconditioned part need not be returned to the customer unless the 
customer agrees to pay the license holder the additional core charge or 
other trade-in fee; and provided further, that any part required to be 
returned to a manufacturer or distributor under a warranty agreement or 
any part required by any federal or state statute, rule or regulation, or 
local ordinance to be disposed of by the license holder need not be returned 
to the customer; 

(B) The license holder has failed to permit inspection of any parts 
retained by the license holder if the customer, at the time repair work was 
authorized, expressed the customer’s desire to inspect the parts; provided, 
that if, after inspection, the customer requests return of the parts, the 
restrictions set forth in subdivision (a)(7)(A) shall apply; 

(C) The license holder has failed to post in a prominent location notice 
of this subdivision (a)(7); or 

(D) The license holder has failed to print on the repair contract notice of 
this subdivision (a)(7). 

(b) The license holder need not retain any parts not returned to the 
customer after the recreational vehicle has been returned to the customer. 
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(c) In addition to the grounds contained in subdivisions (a)(1)-(7), the 
commission may deny an application for a license or revoke or suspend the 
license of a recreational vehicle dealer or salesperson who: 

(1) Has required the purchaser of a recreational vehicle, as a condition of 
sale and delivery of the vehicle, to also purchase special features, appliances, 
accessories, or equipment not desired or requested by the purchaser unless 
the features, appliances, accessories, or equipment are the type that are 
ordinarily installed on the vehicle by the manufacturer or distributor when 
the recreational vehicle is received or acquired by the dealer; 

(2) Has represented or sold as a new or unused recreational vehicle any 
recreational vehicle that has been operated for demonstration purposes or 
that is otherwise a used recreational vehicle; 

(3) Has sold or offered for sale as a new or unused recreational vehicle any 
recreational vehicle for which the dealer or salesperson cannot secure for the 
purchaser of the recreational vehicle such new recreational vehicle warranty 
as may be extended by the manufacturer of the vehicle to purchasers of one 
(1) of the manufacturer’s new recreational vehicles unless the fact that the 
vehicle is being sold without a manufacturer’s warranty is communicated to 
the purchaser and disclosed prominently in writing on the bill of sale; 

(4) Has no established place of business that is used or will be used 
primarily for the purpose of selling, buying, displaying, repairing, or 
servicing recreational vehicles; 

(5) Resorts to or uses false or misleading representations in connection 
with that person’s business as a recreational vehicle dealer or salesperson; 
provided, that dealers are specifically authorized to charge a document 
preparation fee, processing fee, or servicing fee in addition to the sales price 
of the recreational vehicle and these fees shall not be deemed to be a false or 
misleading representation made in connection with the sale of a recreational 
vehicle, nor a violation of the Tennessee Consumer Protection Act of 1977, 
compiled in title 47, chapter 18, part 1; and provided, further, that the 
amount of these fees is separately stated and clearly and conspicuously 
disclosed on the face of the sales contract or buyer’s invoice prior to the 
buyer’s execution of the contract or invoice. For purposes of this subdivision 
(c)(5), the disclosure shall be deemed to be conspicuous if it is listed on the 
contract or invoice in the same place and manner and in type face no smaller 
or less obvious than the other type face used in the contract or invoice with 
respect to other charges listed, and shall be deemed to be clear if it states 
that the charge is a fee for document preparation, processing, or servicing, or 
language or abbreviations to the same or a similar effect. The authorization 
provided by this subdivision (c)(5) shall not apply if the recreational vehicle 
dealer represents to the buyer that the fee is required by or will be paid to 
any governmental agency or entity; 

(6) Gives false or fictitious names or addresses for the purpose of regis- 
tering the sale of a recreational vehicle or who makes application for the 
registration of a recreational vehicle in the name of any person other than 
the true owner; 

(7) Employs any person who has not been licensed as a motor vehicle 
salesperson; 
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(8) Fails to reasonably supervise agents, salespersons, or employees; 

(9) Uses or permits the use of special license plates assigned to that 
person for any purpose other than those permitted by law; 

(10) Disconnects, turns back, or resets the odometer of any motor home as 
defined in § 55-28-102, in violation of state or federal law, except as provided 
for in § 39-14-132(b); 

(11) Commits any act or practice involving the purchase, sale, repair, or 
servicing of a recreational vehicle or the parts or accessories of a recreational 
vehicle, that, in the opinion of the commission, is false, fraudulent, or 
deceptive; 

(12) Increases the price of a new recreational vehicle to a retail customer 
after the recreational vehicle dealer has accepted an order of purchase or a 
contract from a buyer, except that a trade-in may be reappraised if it 
subsequently suffered damage, or parts or accessories have been removed or 
if the trade-in is not in the condition described by the consumer prior to the 
dealer seeing or evaluating the trade-in and the original sales price was 
based on the consumer’s description of the trade-in. Price differences 
applicable to new models or a new series of recreational vehicles at the time 
of the introduction of new models or new series shall not be considered a 
price increase or price decrease; 

(13) Sold, or offered for sale, a recreational vehicle without the recre- 
ational vehicle being manufactured in accordance with the NFPA 1192 - 2015 
Standard for Recreational Vehicles; 

(14) Possesses any certificate of title that is not a closed title, unless the 
recreational vehicle dealer maintains an executed consignment form devel- 
oped by the commission on each recreational vehicle that does not have a 
closed title; 

(15) Issues more temporary plates than allowed by law or fails to 
maintain a record of the issuance of temporary plates; 

(16) Engaged in curbstoning, as defined in § 55-16-1038; or 

(17) Violated any provision of chapter 28 of this title as evidenced by an 
order from a court of competent jurisdiction stating the specific sections 
violated and facts supporting such violations. 

(d) Whenever any licensee pleads guilty or is convicted of the offense of 
odometer tampering or any other criminal offense involving moral turpitude, 
the licensee, within sixty (60) days, shall notify the commission and provide 
the commission with certified copies of the conviction. The licensee’s license 
shall automatically be revoked sixty (60) days after the guilty plea or 
conviction unless, during the sixty-day period, the licensee makes a written 
request to the commission for a hearing. Following the hearing, the commis- 
sion, in its discretion, may impose upon the licensee any sanction permitted by 
this part. 

(e) Arecreational vehicle dealer shall pay off the agreed upon indebtedness 
on the trade-in vehicle within thirty (30) days after the dealer has received 
actual payment on the financing contract for the new recreational vehicle 
purchase. 

(f)(1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the commission may revoke 

or suspend the license of or levy a civil penalty against any recreational 

vehicle dealer who, in a recreational vehicle transaction that is conditioned 


55-17-408 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 774 


upon final funding to the dealer by a third party financial institution, fails to: 

(A) Provide in writing to the customer the conditional delivery agree- 
ment set forth in § 55-17-114(b)(4)(D); 

(B) Retain possession of any vehicle used by the consumer as consider- 
ation, commonly known as a trade-in vehicle, until the dealer has received 
funding from the financial institution; 

(C) Allow the consumer to void the motor vehicle transaction if any of 
the terms of the transaction change after the consumer has approved and 
accepted the terms; or 

(D) Pay off the agreed upon indebtedness on the trade-in vehicle within 
thirty (30) days after the dealer has received funding from the financial 
institution on the financing contract for the new purchase. 

(2) As used in this subsection (f), “funding” means actual payment to the 
dealer by the financial institution purchasing the financing contract or lease. 

(3) Compliance with this subsection (f) may not be waived by any 
consumer. 7 
(g) In addition to the grounds contained in subdivisions (a)(1)-(7), the 

commission may deny an application for a license, or revoke or suspend the 
license of a manufacturer or distributor, who has: 

(1) Refused to deliver to any recreational vehicle dealer having a fran- 
chise, manufacturer/dealer agreement, or contractual arrangement for the 
retail sale of new and unused recreational vehicles sold or distributed by the 
manufacturer any recreational vehicle publicly advertised for immediate 
delivery within sixty (60) days after the dealer’s order has been received; 

(2) Obtained money, goods, services, or any other benefit from any other 
person with whom the recreational vehicle dealer does business, on account 
of, or in relation to, the transaction between the dealer and such other 
person, other than for compensation for services rendered, unless the benefit 
is promptly accounted for, and transmitted to the dealer; 

(3) Increased prices of recreational vehicles that the recreational vehicle 
dealer has ordered but not delivered for private retail customers prior to the 
dealer’s receipt of the written official price increase notification. A sales 
contract by a private retail customer shall constitute evidence of each such 
order. In the event of manufacturer price reductions, the amount of any 
reduction received by a recreational vehicle dealer shall be passed on to the 
private retail customer by the recreational vehicle dealer if the retail price 
was negotiated on the basis of the previous higher price to the recreational 
vehicle dealer. A price reduction shall apply to all recreational vehicles in the 
dealer’s inventory that are subject to the price reduction. Price differences 
applicable to new models or a new series of recreational vehicles at the time 
of the introduction of new models or new series shall not be considered a 
price increase or price decrease. This subsection (f) shall not apply to price 
changes caused by either: 

(A) The addition to a recreational vehicle of required or optional 
equipment pursuant to state or federal law; or 

(B) Revaluation of the United States dollar in the case of foreign-made 
vehicles; 

(4) Failed to pay a recreational vehicle dealer, within a reasonable time 
following receipt of a valid claim by a recreational vehicle dealer thereof, any 
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payment agreed to be made by the manufacturer to the recreational vehicle 
dealer by reason of the fact that a new vehicle of a prior year model is in the 
dealer’s inventory at the time of introduction of new model recreational 
vehicles; 

(5) Offered any refunds or other types of inducements to any person for 
the purchase of new recreational vehicles of a certain line-make to be sold to 
the state or any political subdivision thereof or to any other person without 
making the same offer to all other recreational vehicle dealers in the same 
line-make within the state; 

(6) Employed any person as a representative who has not been licensed 
pursuant to this part; 

(7) Sold recreational vehicles to persons not licensed under this part as 
recreational vehicle dealers; 

(8) Coerced or attempted to coerce any recreational vehicle dealer to 
accept delivery of any recreational vehicle or recreational vehicles, appli- 
ances, equipment, parts, tools, or accessories, or any other commodity or 
commodities that have not been voluntarily ordered by the dealer; 

(9) Coerced or attempted to coerce any recreational vehicle dealer to 
contribute or pay money or anything of value into any cooperative or other 
advertising program or fund; 

(10) Coerced or attempted to coerce any recreational vehicle dealer to 
engage in any business pursuit that is not directly related to the sale of 
recreational vehicles as defined by the commission; 

(11) Sold, or offered for sale, a recreational vehicle without the recre- 
ational vehicle being manufactured in accordance with the NFPA 1192 - 2015 
Standard for Recreational Vehicles; or 

(12) Violated any provision of chapter 28 of this title as evidenced by an 
order from a court of competent jurisdiction stating the specific provisions 
violated and facts supporting such violations. 

(h) The commission may revoke or suspend any license that the commission 
has issued upon finding that the licensee has not maintained any of the 
requirements for issuance of such license. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
Le20ly. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-409. Judicial review — Venue. 


All final decisions of the commission pursuant to this part may be judicially 
reviewed in accordance with § 4-5-322. The venue for these actions shall be 
Davidson County. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 


Compiler’s Notes. 1, 2017. 


Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 
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55-17-410. Matters and procedures respecting hearing and judicial 
review of contested case. 


The Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, 
shall govern all matters and procedures respecting the hearing and judicial 
review of any contested case arising under this part. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
1, 2017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-411. Recreational vehicle show permit. 


(a) A recreational vehicle show is any display, except as provided in 
subsection (h), of recreational vehicles by one (1) or more manufacturers or 
recreational vehicle dealers. 

(b) A recreational vehicle show permit must be obtained from the commis- 
sion by the sponsor or promoter of the show no later than ten (10) days prior 
to the commencement of the recreational vehicle show. The permit, or a copy of 
the permit, shall be prominently displayed at any entrance into the recre- 
ational vehicle show. 

(c) A recreational vehicle show permit shall be valid for seven (7) consecu- 
tive days and may be renewed one (1) time for an additional seven (7) 
consecutive days. Any such renewal shall begin the day after the expiration of 
the original permit. A sponsor or promoter may obtain only one (1) recreational 
vehicle show permit and renewal per calendar year for the same location. 

(d) The applicant shall provide to the commission the names and addresses 
of each manufacturer or recreational vehicle dealer displaying recreational 
vehicles at the show. 

(e) The sales price of each recreational vehicle displayed at the show shall be 
prominently displayed with the recreational vehicle. Any warranty informa- 
tion associated with the recreational vehicle must be available upon request. 

(f) A licensed recreational vehicle dealer may only sell travel trailers, fifth 
wheel trailers, and folding camping trailers, as defined in § 55-28-102, at up to 
six (6) shows permitted by the Tennessee motor vehicle commission per year, in 
addition to selling travel trailers, fifth wheel trailers, and folding camping 
trailers at the dealer’s established place of business. 

(g) Any manufacturer or recreational vehicle dealer displaying recreational 
vehicles at the recreational vehicle show shall have a representative present at 
all times during the recreational vehicle show. 

(h) A manufacturer or recreational vehicle dealer may display at a single 
location without obtaining a recreational vehicle show permit; provided, that 
no representatives of the displayer are present and that no sales solicitations 
or activities take place, at the following locations: 

(1) The interior common areas of shopping malls, hotels, or convention 
centers; 

(2) The interior of wholesale shopping clubs; 

(3) County, regional, or state fairs; 

(4) Agricultural events and educational demonstrations; 
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(5) Sporting and entertainment events in conjunction with the sponsor- 
ship of the event; and 
(6) Commercial airport terminals. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
12017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-412. Civil penalty — Injunctive relief. 


(a) In addition to the remedies provided in this part, any person violating 
this part, any rule promulgated under this part, or any order issued by the 
commission, is subject to a civil penalty of not less than one hundred dollars 
($100) nor more than five thousand dollars ($5,000) for each day of violation or 
for each act of violation, as the commission or the court may deem proper. All 
civil penalties shall be paid into the general fund of the state. 

(b) Whenever it appears that any person has violated, is violating, or is 
about to violate this part, any rule promulgated under this part, or any order 
issued by the commission, through the attorney general and reporter, may 
cause a civil suit to be instituted in a court of competent jurisdiction for 
injunctive relief to restrain the person from continuing the violation or threat 
of violation or for the assessment and recovery of the civil penalty provided in 
this section or for both. 

(c) Asuit for injunctive relief or for recovery of a civil penalty or for both may 
be brought either in the county where the defendant resides or conducts 
business or in the county where the violation or threat of violation occurs. 

(d) In any suit filed by the commission, the court may grant the commission, 
without bond or other undertaking, any prohibitory or mandatory injunction 
the facts may warrant, including temporary restraining orders, preliminary 
injunctions, and permanent injunctions. 

(e) Any person knowingly violating this part commits a Class C misde- 
meanor. 


History. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. ilpee74 ty by @ 
Compiler’s Notes. Cross-References. 


Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
act, which enacted this part, shall apply toany 111. 


55-17-413. Payment of fees and charges into state treasury — Allot- 
ments — Expenditures by commissioner. 


The commission shall pay all money received as fees and charges into the 
state treasury, and the commissioner of finance and administration shall make 
these allotments out of the general fund as the commissioner may deem proper 
for the necessary and proper expenses of the commission. No expenditure shall 
be made by the commission unless and until the allotment has been made by 
the commissioner. The allotment shall be subject to an appropriation being 
made by the general assembly in the annual general appropriations act. 
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History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
1, 2017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-414. Collection of fees and charges — Payment into state trea- 
sury. 


All fees and charges under this part shall be collected and received by the 
executive director of the commission and paid by the executive director into the 
state treasury. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
1, 20th 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-415. Sale or other transfer of a recreational vehicle from manu- 
facturer to distributor not unlawful. 


The sale or other transfer of a recreational vehicle from a manufacturer to a 
distributor is not unlawful under § 55-17-4038 or § 55-17-408. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 


Compiler’s Notes. 1, 2017. 


Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-416. Operation of one additional business at established place of 
business. 


A recreational vehicle dealer licensed to sell recreational vehicles may 
operate one (1) additional business at the recreational vehicle dealer’s estab- 
lished place of business; provided, at least sixty-six percent (66%) of the 
recreational vehicle dealer’s established place of business is used for the sale or 
service, or both, of recreational vehicles and that the income derived from the 
additional business is less than thirty-three percent (33%) of the gross income 
of the dealership. The recreational vehicle dealer may also install signs at the 
dealer’s established place of business for the purpose of advertising the other 
business. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
1, 2017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-417. Annual sales report. 


(a)(1) On or before February 15 of each year, each recreational vehicle dealer 
shall submit to the commission an annual sales report indicating the 
number of recreational vehicles sold by the recreational vehicle dealer 
during the preceding calendar year, the number of recreational vehicle 
dealer registration plates issued to the dealer during the year, and the 
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county or counties in which the plates were issued. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, if a recreational 
vehicle dealer: 

(A) Fails to timely file the annual sales report, the recreational vehicle 
dealer shall not be eligible for any recreational vehicle dealer registration 
plates until the annual sales report is filed; 

(B) Timely files the annual sales report and sells twenty-four (24) or 
more recreational vehicles during a calendar year, then there is a 
rebuttable presumption that the recreational vehicle dealer is eligible to 
receive, retain, and use dealer registration plates otherwise authorized by 
§ 55-4-226; or 

(C) Timely files the annual sales report, and sells fewer than twenty- 
four (24) recreational vehicles during a calendar year or if a recreational 
vehicle dealer engaged in business for only a portion of the calendar year 
but sold fewer than two (2) recreational vehicles on average per month 
during this portion of the year, then the recreational vehicle dealer is 
eligible to receive, retain, and use up to three (3) recreational vehicle 
dealer registration plates. Upon written request by the recreational 
vehicle dealer and with justification shown, the motor vehicle commission 
may approve the issuance of additional plates. The commission shall 
furnish to each county clerk a listing of eligible recreational vehicle 
dealers. 

(3) If pursuant to this section, a dealer is no longer eligible to receive, 
retain, or use recreational vehicle dealer registration plates, then the 
commission is authorized to undertake appropriate action to take possession 
of any plates issued to the recreational vehicle dealer and shall promptly 
forward the plates to the department of revenue. 

(b) Upon request of the commission, the department shall make available 
for the commission’s inspection departmental information concerning the 
number of recreational vehicle dealer registration plates issued to each 
recreational vehicle dealer. 


_ History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10; 2018, ch. 1023, licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
m2. 1, 2017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-418. Additional license not required for sale of recreational 
vehicles to, at, or through automobile auction or public 
automobile auction. 


(a) Whenever a license issued under part 1 of this chapter is required to 
engage in business as, or to act as a buyer or seller at, an automobile auction 
or public automobile auction, an additional license issued under this part shall 
not also be required for the sale of recreational vehicles to, at, or through an 
- automobile auction or public automobile auction. 

(b) Whenever a license issued under part 1 of this chapter is required to 
engage in business as, or to act as a buyer or seller at, an automotive 
-dismantler or recycler, an additional license issued under this part shall not 
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also be required for the sale of recreational vehicles to, at, or through an 
automotive dismantler or recycler. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 
12017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


55-17-419. Sale of used motor vehicles by recreational vehicle dealer. 


A recreational vehicle dealer licensed to sell recreational vehicles may sell 
used motor vehicles; provided, that the annual income derived from the sale of 
used motor vehicles is less than thirty-three percent (33%) of the gross annual 
income of the dealership. 


History. act, which enacted this part, shall apply to any 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 10. licenses issued or renewed on or after January 


Compiler’s Notes. 1, 2017. 


Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


CHAPTER 18 
AUTOMOBILE CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS 


Section 

55-18-101. “Automobile club or association” defined. 

55-18-102. Chapter definitions. 

55-18-1083. Certificates of authorization — Power of commissioner to grant and revoke — Rules 
and regulations — Similarity of names prohibited — Hearings. 

55-18-104. Supervision and control of commissioner. 

55-18-105. Certificate of authority required — Application, contents — Fee — Cash or surety bond 
— Agent for service of process — Expiration of license. 

55-18-106. License of agent required — Annual fee. 

55-18-107. Violation of law or rules and regulations — Penalty. 

55-18-108. Organization and operation of clubs and associations authorized. 

55-18-109. Fees — Use for expenses of administration. 


55-18-101. “Automobile club or association” defined. 


“Automobile club or association,” as used in this chapter, means any 
individual or entity, who in consideration of fees, dues, periodic payments, or 
other specifically stated charges, promises its members to provide automobile 
club services. 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 157, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-1801; 
Acts 2010, ch. 1038, § 3. 


55-18-102. Chapter definitions. 


As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Automobile club service” is the rendering or procuring of, or reim- 
bursement for, service that may be provided to a member related to travel 
and the operation, use and maintenance of a motor vehicle, including, but 
not limited to: 
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(A) Bail bond service; 

(B) Buying and selling service; 
(C) Discount service; 

(D) Emergency road service; 

(E) Financial service; 

(F) Insurance service; 

(G) Legal service; 

(H) Map service; 

(I) Theft service; 

(J) Touring service; 

(K) Towing service; 

(L) Trip interruption service; and 
(M) Other services as may be authorized by the commissioner; 

(2) “Bail bond service” means any act by an automobile club or association 
the purpose of which is to furnish to, or procure for, any person accused of 
violation of any law of this state, a cash deposit, bond or other undertaking 
required by law in order that the accused might enjoy personal freedom 
pending trial; 

(3) “Buying and selling service” means any act by an automobile club or 
association whereby the member of any automobile club or association is 
aided in any way in the purchase or sale of an automobile or the purchase or 
sale of any accessories or equipment related to automobiles or travel, or any 
purchase of travel services; 

(4) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of commerce and insurance; 

(5) “Discount service” means any act by an automobile club or association 
resulting in the giving of special discounts, rebates or reductions of price on 
gasoline, oil, repairs, parts, accessories or service for motor vehicles or other 
goods and services, to members of any automobile club or association; 

(6) “Emergency road service” means any act by an automobile club or 
association consisting of the fuel delivery, extrication, lockout service, repair, 
replacement or other adjustment of the equipment, tires or mechanical parts 
of an automobile so as to permit it to be operated under its own power; 

(7) “Financial service” means any act by an automobile club or association 
whereby loans or other financial services such as stored value cards, deposit 
products, or advances of money, with or without security, are made or 
provided to or arranged for members of any automobile club association; 

(8) “Insurance service” means the selling or giving by an automobile club 
or association to a member of a policy of accident insurance covering liability 
or loss by a member as the result of death or personal injury or loss of or 

- damage to the personal property of the member, or the selling of a hospital 
indemnity policy. The commissioner shall have the discretion to approve 
other services under this part if the feature, benefit or service is obtained by 
the automobile club or association from an insurance company in this state; 

(9) “Legal service” means any act by an automobile club or association 
consisting of the hiring, retaining, engaging or appointing of an attorney or 
other person to give professional advice to, or represent, a member of any 
automobile club or association, in any court, as the result of liability incurred 
by the right of action accruing to the member as a result of the ownership, 
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operation, use or maintenance of a motor vehicle; 

(10) “Map service” means any act by an automobile club or association by 
which road maps are furnished with or without cost to members of any 
automobile club or association; 

(11) “Other services” means additional services furnished by an automo- 
bile club or association which augment or are incidental to any service 
performed by the automobile club or association as authorized under this 
chapter or any other service which is of assistance and is beneficial to its 
members and is feasible for the automobile club to render; provided, that 
such service is authorized by the commissioner; 

(12) “Theft service” means any act by an automobile club or association 
the purpose of which is to locate, identify or recover a motor vehicle owned 
or controlled by a member of any automobile club or association, which has 
been, or may be, stolen or to detect or apprehend the person guilty of the 
theft; 

(13) “Trip interruption service” means the provision of or reimbursement 
for travel expenses, including food, lodging, and transportation to the 
member’s intended destination if the member’s motor vehicle is stolen or is 
rendered inoperable due to an accident, theft, or mechanical breakdown; 

(14) “Touring service” includes any act by an automobile club or associa- 
tion by which touring information is furnished with or without cost to 
members of any automobile club or association or the making of arrange- 
ments or reservations for lodging or travel space, discounts for accommoda- 
tions or vehicle rental, procurement of tickets or permits for travel to any 
place in the world for a member of any automobile club or association; and 

(15) “Towing service” means any act by an automobile club or association 
consisting of the drafting or moving of a motor vehicle from one (1) place to 
another under other than its own power. 


History. 644, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-1802; Acts 2010, ch. 
Acts’1957): cho 157). $123 1971, ‘chy 211)'§ 13%) 1038, §'4: 
modified; Acts 1972, ch. 582, § 1; Acts 1976, ch. 


55-18-103. Certificates of authorization — Power of commissioner to 
grant and revoke — Rules and regulations — Similarity of 
names prohibited — Hearings. 


(a) The commissioner has full and complete authority to grant certificates of 
authorization to automobile clubs and associations, to revoke or suspend the 
certificates in accordance with the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, 
compiled in title 4, chapter 5, to promulgate rules and regulations, and to 
determine other services an automobile club or association may provide to its 
members. 

(b) In determining if a certificate of authorization shall be issued, the 
commissioner shall take into consideration, together with all other factors, the 
name of the automobile club or association and, if the name will interfere with 
the transactions of an automobile club or association already doing business in 
this state or is so similar to one already appropriated as to confuse or is likely 
to mislead the public in any respect, the commissioner shall refuse to issue a 
certificate of authorization. 
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(c) The commissioner also has the authority to conduct hearings and to 
promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with the Uniform Administra- 
tive Procedures Act, for the administration of this chapter. 


History. modified; T.C.A., § 59-1803; Acts 2010, ch. 
mous 19o', ch. lol, § of i971, Ch. oll, 8 2, 1088, 87D. 


55-18-104. Supervision and control of commissioner. 


All automobile clubs and associations now organized or operating in the 
state and all automobile clubs or associations hereafter organized or operating 
in the state shall be under the authority, supervision and control of the 
commissioner. 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 157, § 4; T.C.A., § 59-1804. 


55-18-105. Certificate of authority required — Application, contents — 
Fee — Cash or surety bond — Agent for service of process 
— Expiration of license. 


(a) Annually, every automobile club or association organized and/or operat- 
ing in this state shall file with the commissioner an application for a certificate 
of authority to continue its operations within the state, and every club or 
association desiring to commence operations within the state shall, prior to the 
commencement of its operations, file application with and receive a certificate 
of authority from the commissioner. No certificate of authority shall be issued 
until the automobile club or association has paid to the commissioner one 
hundred seventy-five dollars ($175) as an annual license fee, or the pro rata 
portion thereof necessary to be paid to the end of the current fiscal year from 
the date of the application of the license. Licenses shall be issued for the period 
beginning July 1 of each year and shall expire on the following June 30. 

(b) The following documents and information shall be filed with the appli- 
cation of all automobile clubs and associations: 

(1) The sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) in cash or securities as 
approved by the commissioner, or, in lieu thereof, a surety bond payable to 
the commissioner in the sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), executed 
by the applicant with surety approved by the commissioner, conditioned 
upon full compliance with this chapter, and the performance of the obliga- 
tions of the applicant to its members. Upon receipt of notice of the intended 
dissolution of the automobile club or association, and upon receipt of 
evidence satisfactory to the commissioner that all obligations of the club or 
association to its members have been satisfied, the commissioner shall 
refund the money or securities and the obligations of the bond shall 
terminate; 

(2) Appointment of an agent for service of process who shall be a resident 
of the state or, in lieu thereof, the commissioner; 

(3) A copy of the proposed form of membership application, membership 
certificate, bylaws, contracts for service, advertising material and any other 
data requested by the commissioner; and 

(4) References as to the character, ability and integrity of the organizers, 
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manager, agent and any other person through whom the applicant proposes 

to issue contracts, membership certificates, membership cards, or other 

documents in return for membership fees or dues. 

(c) If the commissioner is satisfied that the applicant is qualified and meets 
all the requirements of this chapter, the commissioner shall issue to the 
applicant a certificate of authority to conduct the business of the automobile 


club or association within this state. 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 157, § 5; T.C.A., § 59-1805; 
Acts 2001, ch. 333, § 8; 2010, ch. 1038, § 6. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2001, ch. 333, § 9 provided: “The pur- 
pose of this act is to afford the insurance 
division of the department of commerce and 
insurance the ability to obtain sufficient staff 
and resources to adequately implement the 
provisions of title 56 and title 55, chapter 18, 
part 1 as related to the regulation of the busi- 
ness of insurance. Notwithstanding any law to 
the contrary, the increase in revenues gener- 
ated by passage of this act shall be utilized by 
the department of commerce and insurance to 
defray the expenses of improvements to the 
department’s insurance division incurred in the 
regulation of the business of insurance, includ- 
ing the expenses associated with any improve- 
ments to the division deemed necessary from 
time to time by the commissioner of the depart- 


ment of commerce and insurance. The improve- 
ments contemplated by this act shall be in 
addition to the base level funding appropriated 
to the insurance division in the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2001. The commissioner of 
commerce and insurance is directed to identify 
the increase in revenues generated by this act 
and the expenditures associated with this in- 
crease, and annually inform the commissioner 
of the department of finance and administra- 
tion of the amount of any unexpended rev- 
enues. The commissioner of finance and admin- 
istration at the close of each fiscal year shall 
reserve any excess revenues raised by this act 
and unspent by the department of commerce 
and insurance, until expended for purposes 
consistent with this act. Any such funds shall 
not revert to the general fund on any June 30, 
and excess revenues shall not revert on any 
June 30, but shall remain available only for the 
benefit of the department of commerce and 
insurance’s insurance division.” 


55-18-106. License of agent required — Annual fee. 


Before any agent or representative may sell, solicit or negotiate membership 
in an automobile club or association in Tennessee, the agent or representative 
shall first apply to the commissioner for a license, and the commissioner shall 
have the full power and authority to issue the license upon proof satisfactory 
to the commissioner that the person is capable of soliciting automobile club or 
association memberships, and is of good moral character and recommended by 
the club or association on behalf of which the membership solicitations are 
made. No license shall be issued by the commissioner until the applicant has 
paid to the commissioner an annual license fee of twenty dollars ($20.00). 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 157, § 6; modified; T.C.A., 
§ 59-1806; Acts 2010, ch. 1038, § 7. 


Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its. 
supplement. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 


55-18-107. Violation of law or rules and regulations — Penalty. 


(a) Itis unlawful for any person or entity to organize, operate, or in any way 
solicit members for an automobile club or association, or offer any motor club 
service, except in the manner provided in this chapter and under the rules and 
regulations promulgated by the commissioner. 
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(b) Any person or entity violating this chapter commits a Class C misde- 
meanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1957, ch. 157, § 7; T.C.A., § 59-1807; Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2010, ch. 1038, § 8. = 111. 


55-18-108. Organization and operation of clubs and associations au- 
thorized. 


(a) This chapter shall be deemed and held exclusive authority for the 
organization and operation of automobile clubs and associations within this 
state, and the clubs and associations shall not be subject to any other laws 
respecting insurance companies of any class, kind or character, except as to the 
conduct of hearings by the commissioner and appeals therefrom. 

(b) This chapter shall not affect the validity of any membership certificate of 
any automobile club or association issued and outstanding prior to June 1, 
1957. 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 157, § 8; T.C.A., § 59-1808. 


55-18-109. Fees — Use for expenses of administration. 


The fees provided by this chapter shall be expendable receipts for the use of 
the commissioner in defraying the cost of the administration of this chapter. 


History. 
Acts 1957, ch. 157, § 9; T.C.A., § 59-1809. 


CHAPTER 19 
COMMERCIAL DRIVER TRAINING SCHOOLS 


Section 

55-19-101. Issuance of licenses authorized. 

55-19-102. Operation of schools without license unlawful. 

55-19-103. Acting as instructor without license unlawful. 

55-19-104. Guidelines for establishing requirements for granting licenses. 

55-19-105. Conduct of schools and instructors — Rules and regulations. 

55-19-106. Rules and regulations — Power to rescind, modify or promulgate. 

55-19-107. Suspension or revocation of licenses — Infraction — Hearing. 

55-19-108. Proceedings for the suspension or revocation of licenses — Review — Reexamination. 

55-19-109. “Commercial driver training school” defined. 

55-19-110. Fees for licenses. 

55-19-111. Operation of school or acting as instructor without license a misdemeanor. 

55-19-112. Examinations — Certification that applicant has successfully completed school re- 
quirements. 


55-19-101. Issuance of licenses authorized. 


The commissioner of safety is authorized to issue licenses for the operation 
of commercial driver training schools and licenses for instructors in these 
schools. 
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History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 163, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-1901. 


Law Reviews. 
Tennessee Civil Disabilities: A Systemic Ap- 
proach (Neil P. Cohen), 41 Tenn. L. Rev. 253. 


55-19-102. Operation of schools without license unlawful. 


It is unlawful for any commercial driver training school to operate without 
a current license issued by the commissioner of safety. 


History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 163, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-1902. 


55-19-103. Acting as instructor without license unlawful. 


It is unlawful for any person to act as an instructor in any commercial driver 
training school without a current license to act as an instructor issued by the 
commissioner. 


History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 163, § 3; T.C.A., § 59-1903. 


55-19-104. Guidelines for establishing requirements for granting li- 
censes. 


(a) By rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to the Uniform Admin- 
istrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, the commissioner may 
establish reasonable requirements for the granting of these licenses. Require- 
ments for the granting of licenses to commercial driver training schools may 
include, but are not limited to, considerations of adequacy of courses of 
instruction, competency of instructors, financial responsibility, adequacy of 
equipment, reasonableness of fees and charges, provision of liability insurance 
for the protection of students and of the public, safety precautions, suitability 
of location and qualifications of personnel. 

(b) Rules and regulations for the licensing of instructors may include, but 
are not limited to, considerations of visual acuity, qualification to operate a 
vehicle safely, ability to read and comprehend traffic signs and symbols, 
knowledge of laws relating to traffic, safe driving record, physical condition, 
experience and reputation. 


History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 163, § 4; T.C.A., § 59-1904. 


55-19-105. Conduct of schools and instructors — Rules and regula- 
tions. 


The commissioner also may prescribe reasonable rules and regulations for 
the conduct of commercial driver training schools and of instructors in the 
schools. 


History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 163, § 5; T.C.A., § 59-1905. 
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55-19-106. Rules and regulations — Power to rescind, modify or pro- 
mulgate. 


The commissioner has the power to rescind or modify any rule or regulation 
authorized by this chapter and to promulgate additional rules and regulations 
from time to time. 


History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 163, § 6; T.C.A., § 59-1906. 


55-19-107. Suspension or revocation of licenses — Infraction — Hear- 
ing. 


For the violation of any duly promulgated rule or regulation, the commis- 
sioner has the power, after a hearing, to suspend or revoke the license of the 
school or of the instructor licensed under this chapter, as the case may be. 


History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 163, § 7; T.C.A., § 59-1907. 


55-19-108. Proceedings for the suspension or revocation of licenses — 
Review — Reexamination. 


(a) In all proceedings for the suspension or revocation of licenses under this 
chapter, the holder of the license shall be served with a complaint specifying 
the charges against the holder and shall be given fifteen (15) days’ notice to 
prepare for a hearing, where the holder shall be heard in person or by counsel 
or by both. The commissioner has the power to administer oaths, issue 
subpoenas, and enforce the attendance of witnesses at the hearing of all 
matters arising pursuant to the enforcement of this chapter. The commis- 
sioner, with the approval of the attorney general and reporter, has the power 
to make all needed rules for the proceedings in a hearing, and in case any 
witness shall fail or refuse to obey a subpoena issued by the commissioner, the 
commissioner may issue an attachment for the witness, directed to any 
highway patrol officer, sheriff or constable of the state, and compel the witness 
to attend before the commissioner and give testimony upon matters that are 
lawfully required by the commissioner. A full and complete record of the 
hearing shall be recorded and any party to the proceedings, upon request, shall 
be supplied with a transcript of the proceedings at the usual cost. 

(b) No later than sixty (60) days following the hearing, the commissioner 
Shall issue an order as may be appropriate under the circumstances and may, 
if the facts adduced at the hearing warrant, suspend for any period or revoke 
any license issued under this chapter. 

(c) The action of the commissioner and the order issued by the commissioner 
may be reviewed by petition for common law writ of certiorari, addressed to the 
circuit court of Davidson County, which petition shall be filed within ten (10) 
days from the date of the order of the commissioner. 

(d) Immediately upon the grant of the writ of certiorari, the commissioner 
Shall cause to be made, certified and forwarded to the court a complete 
transcript of the proceedings in the cause, which shall contain all the proof 
submitted before the commissioner. All defendants named in the petition 
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desiring to make defense shall answer or otherwise plead to the petition within 
ten (10) days from the date of the filing of the transcript, unless the time be 
extended by the court. 

(e) The decision of the commissioner shall be reviewed by the circuit court 
solely upon the pleadings and the transcript of the proceedings before the 
commissioner, and neither party shall be entitled to introduce any additional 
evidence in the circuit court. 

(f) Either party dissatisfied with the judgment or decree of the circuit court 
may, upon giving bond as required in other suits, appeal to the supreme court, 
and have a reexamination, in that court, of the whole matter of law and fact 
appearing in the record. When any appeal is made, the clerk of the circuit court 
in which the suit was pending shall include as part of the record the original 
certified transcript of the proceedings had before the commissioner when 
identified by the trial judge, instead of a bill of exceptions, which need not be 
made and filed. 


History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 163, § 8; T.C.A., § 59-1908. 


55-19-109. “Commercial driver training school” defined. 


“Commercial driver training school,” for the purposes of this chapter, means 
a business enterprise conducted by an individual, association, partnership or 
corporation for the education and training of individuals, either practically or 
theoretically, or both, to operate or drive motor vehicles or to prepare an 
applicant for an examination to be given by the state for an operator’s or 
chauffeur’s license or learner’s permit, which school makes a charge for such 
services. This chapter does not apply to any person giving driver training 
lessons without charge, to employers maintaining driver training courses 
without charge for their employees only, or to schools or classes conducted by 
colleges, universities or high schools for regularly enrolled full-time students 
as part of the normal program of those institutions. 


” 


History. the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
Acts 1967, ch. 168, § 9; T.C.A., § 59-1909. feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
licenses are issued in one of the classes speci- 


° 9 
Compiler’s Notes. fied in § 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 


As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 


55-19-110. Fees for licenses. 


(a) Licenses issued by the commissioner of safety pursuant to this chapter 
shall be valid for the calendar year for which they are issued, and shall be 
subject to renewal from year to year. 

(b) Each application for an original or renewal commercial driver training 
school license shall be accompanied by a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

(c) Each application for an original or renewal instructor’s license shall be 
accompanied by a fee of five dollars ($5.00). 

(d) License fees collected pursuant to this chapter shall constitute depart- 
mental receipts of the department of safety for use in the enforcement of this 
chapter. 
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History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 168, § 10; T.C.A., § 59-1910. 
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55-19-112 


55-19-111. Operation of school or acting as instructor without license 


a misdemeanor. 


(a) Itis a Class A misdemeanor for any individual to direct or operate, alone 
or in conjunction with others, any commercial driver training school without 
being currently licensed pursuant to this chapter. 

(b) It is a Class A misdemeanor for any person to act as instructor in a 
commercial driver training school without being currently licensed pursuant to 


this chapter. 


History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 168, § 11; T.C.A., § 59-1911; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, §§ 1, 6. 


Code Commission Notes. The misdemean- 
ors in this section have been designated as 
Class A misdemeanors by authority of § 40-35- 


a misdemeanor without specification as to cat- 
egory is a Class A misdemeanor. See also § 39- 
11-114. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


110, which provides that an offense designated 


55-19-112. Examinations — Certification that applicant has success- 
fully completed school requirements. 


(a) All written examinations used by commercial driver training schools 
shall be numbered and maintained by the driving school. Each driving school 
shall maintain a list of all written examinations. Written examinations shall 
be maintained in a manner that ensures the integrity and confidentiality of 
their contents. The license of a commercial driver training school that fails to 
maintain a list of driving examinations is subject to suspension or revocation. 

(b) All electronic examinations used by commercial driving schools shall be 
maintained in such a manner that ensures the integrity and confidentiality of 
the examinations. 

(c) All documents issued by a commercial driver training school shall certify 
that the applicant has completed successfully the requirements of the school. 
Each certification shall have a unique identifying number or mark. The 
commercial driver training school shall transmit to the department of safety, 
driver license issuance division, a list of all certifications issued and the person 
to whom the certification was issued. The list of certifications shall include the 
identifying number or mark on every certification issued. The department of 
safety shall not issue a driver license, instruction permit or immediate driver 
license based upon a certificate issued by a commercial driver training school, 
unless it has a list of certifications from the commercial driver training school 
and the applicant provides satisfactory proof that the applicant is the person 
who received the certificate from the commercial driver training school. 


Cross-References. 
Confidentiality of public records, § 10-7-504. 


History. 
Acts 2006, ch. 976, § 1. 
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CHAPTER 20 
HIGHWAY SAFETY 
Part 1. Safety programs 
Section 
55-20-101. County and municipal participation authorized — Approval by governor — Conformity 


55-20-102. 


55-20-201. 
55-20-202. 
55-20-203. 
55-20-204. 


55-20-301. 


55-20-302. 
55-20-3083. 
55-20-304. 
55-20-305. 
55-20-306. 


55-20-307. 
55-20-308. 


55-20-309. 


with uniform standards of secretary of commerce. 
Governor responsible for administration. 


Part 2. Passenger Contract Carrier Safety Act 


Short title. 

Regulations governing contract passenger carriers. 
Driver qualifications. 

Hours of service. 


Part 3. Yellow Dot Motor Vehicle Medical Information Program 


Authority of department of transportation to develop and assist in implementation of 
program — Purpose. 

Part definitions. 

Acceptance of donation and grants. 

Publicizing program. 

Creation of standard medical information form. 

Printing of form and assembling yellow dot folders with forms and decals for 
participants — No fee for participation. 

Participation in program — Displaying decal — Storing of folder in vehicle. 

Authority of responders when vehicle displays yellow dot decal — Use of information 
by responders. 

Liability of responders. 


PART 1 
SAFETY PROGRAMS 


55-20-101. County and municipal participation authorized — Ap- 


proval by governor — Conformity with uniform standards 
of secretary of commerce. 


All counties and municipalities are authorized to carry out local highway 


safety programs within their jurisdictions as part of the state highway safety 
program if the local highway safety programs are approved by the governor, 
and are in accordance with the uniform standards of the secretary of commerce 
promulgated pursuant to the Federal Highway Safety Act of 1966 (23 U.S.C. 
§ 401 et seq.). 


History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 198, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-2001. 


safety programs from the executive department 
to the department of transportation, see Execu- 


inmor lemme hates: tive Order No. 25 (March 30, 1982). 


For transfer of administration of highway 


55-20-102. Governor responsible for administration. 


The governor shall be the state official responsible for the administration of 
the state’s highway safety program. 
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History. 
Acts 1967, ch. 198, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-2002. 


PART 2 
PASSENGER CONTRACT CARRIER SAFETY ACT 


55-20-201. Short title. 


This part shall be known and may be cited as the “Passenger Contract 
Carrier Safety Act of 2002.” 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 750, § 1. 


55-20-202. Regulations governing contract passenger carriers. 


(a)(1) Except as provided in subsection (b), all passenger contract carriers 
regularly transporting passengers within or through the state who operate 
vehicles with a seating capacity of less than eight (8) passengers, excluding 
the driver, and employing more than five (5) drivers must comply with the 
minimum safety standards established by this part. 

(2) Aviolation of any provision of this section or failure to perform any act 
required by this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 
(b) This part does not apply to: 

(1) A person who makes a single daily round trip to commute to and from 
work; 

(2) A person transporting only school children and teachers; 

(3) A person operating an ambulance or funeral service; 

(4) A person who, on occasion and not as a regular business enterprise, 
transports one (1) or more passengers for pay; 

(5) A person operating a stretched-sedan type limousine; 

(6) A person operating a taxicab service for the general public using 
vehicles with a seating capacity of fewer than seven (7) passengers; 

(7) Any public nonprofit or private nonprofit that provides transportation 
to the general public or to a specific client group; or 

(8) Any entity licensed under chapter 17 of this title, operating a courtesy 
van or other motor vehicle. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 750, § 1; 2008, ch. 17, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-20-203. Driver qualifications. 


(a)(1) Every passenger contract carrier covered pursuant to § 55-20-201 
shall employ only drivers who have been examined for hearing, vision and 
any medical condition or drug use, either legal or illegal, which could cause 
impairment while driving. 

(2) The drivers must be reexamined every three (3) years to determine 
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whether their hearing and vision are sufficient for operation of a commercial 
passenger vehicle and that no medical condition exists that would make 
them unsuitable for the employment. 

(3) Aminimum of twenty-five percent (25%) of the drivers of any covered 
passenger contract carrier shall be re-examined annually on a random basis 
for illegal drug use. 

(b) The passenger contract carrier shall preserve and maintain records of 
examinations conducted pursuant to this section at their registered place of 
business in Tennessee. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 750, § 1. 


55-20-204. Hours of service. 


(a) A passenger contract carrier shall not permit, or require, any driver to 
remain on duty, and the driver shall not drive: 

(1)(A) More than twelve (12) hours following eight (8) consecutive hours 

off; 

(B) If the driver’s combined on-duty and drive time hours equal fifteen 

(15) hours since last obtaining eight (8) consecutive hours off-duty time; or 

(C) If the total number of hours of on-duty time and drive time exceed 
seventy (70) hours in any period of eight (8) consecutive days. 

(2) However, in the event of an emergency or unforeseeable delay, a driver 
may drive for up to two (2) additional hours to complete an assignment or to 
deliver passengers to a safe location. 

(b) Each driver shall maintain, and keep current, a daily log book detailing 
the hours worked. The log book for the past thirty (30) working days must be 
in the driver’s possession at all times when on duty. The log book shall be made 
available for inspection upon the request of any law enforcement officer or 
passenger. 

(c) For purposes of this section: 

(1) Time spent driving a transport vehicle is considered time on duty even 
if no passengers are aboard the vehicle; 

(2) Time spent performing any other service for the passenger contract 
carrier, or an associated business, during a twenty-four-hour period in which 
the transport vehicle driver is engaged in, or connected with, the movement 
of a transport vehicle is considered time on-duty. 

(d) The passenger contract carrier shall maintain, and retain, for a period of 
six (6) months, accurate time records showing: 

(1) The time the driver reports for duty each day; 

(2) The total number of hours the driver is on-duty each day; and 

(3) The time the driver is released from duty each day. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 750, § 1; 2003, ch. 17, § 2. 
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PART 3 


YELLOW DOT MOTOR VEHICLE MEDICAL 
INFORMATION PROGRAM 


55-20-301. Authority of department of transportation to develop and 
assist in implementation of program — Purpose. 


The department of transportation is authorized to develop and assist in the 
implementation of the yellow dot motor vehicle medical information program. 
The purpose of the yellow dot program is to assist: 

(1) Drivers and passengers who participate in the program; 

(2) Emergency medical responders in reporting critical medical informa- 
tion in the event of a motor vehicle accident or a medical emergency 
involving a participant’s vehicle; and 

(3) Law enforcement officers in becoming aware of a motorist’s or passen- 
ger’s critical medical information that may impact the officer’s encounter 
with the motorist or passenger during a traffic stop or welfare check. 


History. nessee Yellow DOT Program, please refer to 
Acts 2012, ch. 804, § 2; 2017, ch. 34, § 1. Acts 2017, ch. 34, 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For the Preamble to the act concerning Ten- 


55-20-302. Part definitions. 


For purposes of this part: 

(1) “Emergency medical responder” means an emergency medical techni- 
cian, emergency medical technician-paramedic, paramedic, other emergency 
medical services provider, physician or nurse on the scene or accompanying 
or attending a patient in an ambulance; and 

(2) “Other responder” means a fire fighter or law enforcement officer on 
the scene. 


History. 
Acts 2012, ch. 804, § 3. 


55-20-303. Acceptance of donation and grants. 


The department of transportation may accept donations and grants from any 
source, including eligible federal safety funds, to pay the expenses the 
department of transportation incurs in the development and implementation 
of the yellow dot motor vehicle medical information program. 


History. 
Acts 2012, ch. 804, § 4. 


55-20-304. Publicizing program. 


The department of transportation and the governor’s highway safety office 
shall take reasonable measures to publicize the yellow dot program to 
potential participants, law enforcement officers, and emergency medical re- 
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sponders. In publicizing the yellow dot program, the department may cooper- 
ate with local law enforcement agencies, fire departments, emergency medical 
services agencies, the department of veterans services, human resources 
agencies, statewide development districts with direct contact with senior 
citizen centers in such districts, and other governmental agencies, especially 
agencies which assist persons who are fifty-five (55) years of age or older or 
agencies providing services to veterans. The department may also cooperate 
with and seek the assistance of interested nonprofit organizations, including, 
but not limited to, AARP, American Automobile Association, Disabled Ameri- 
can Veterans, AMVETS, American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Military 
Order of the Purple Heart, and the Tennessee Coalition for the Enhancement 
of Senior Drivers. The department, in consultation with the governor’s 
highway safety office, shall also develop training materials on the yellow dot 
program that may be furnished to the peace officer standards and training 
(POST) commission, the Tennessee highway patrol, local law enforcement 
agencies, fire departments, and emergency medical services agencies, and used 
by such organizations during recruit training and annual in-service training. 


History. nessee Yellow DOT Program, please refer to 
Acts 2012, ch. 804, § 5; 2017, ch. 34, § 2. Acts 2017, ch. 34. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For the Preamble to the act concerning Ten- 


55-20-305. Creation of standard medical information form. 


(a) The department of transportation is authorized to create a standard 
medical information form providing space for each participant to supply, at a 
minimum, the following information: 

(1) Name; 

(2) Photograph; 

(3) Emergency contact information of no more than two (2) persons; 

(4) Medical information, including medical conditions, recent surgeries, 
allergies, and medications being taken; 

(5) Hospital preference; 

(6) No more than two (2) physicians’ contact information; and 

(7) The date on which the participant completed the form. 

(b) The medical information form shall include a statement that the yellow 
dot program acts as a facilitator only, and that all information supplied on the 
medical information form is the sole responsibility of the participant. 

(c) The medical information form shall also include statements that the 
participant supplies the medical information voluntarily, and that the partici- 
pant authorizes the disclosure to, and use of, the medical information by 
emergency medical responders and other responders for the purposes de- 
scribed in § 55-20-308. 


History. 
Acts 2012, ch. 804, § 6. 
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55-20-306. Printing of form and assembling yellow dot folders with 
forms and decals for participants — No fee for participa- 
tion. 


(a) The department of transportation may provide for, assist in, or authorize 
the printing of the medical information form and assembling of a yellow dot 
folder containing the medical information form and a yellow dot decal with an 
adhesive backing. 

(b) Upon request, the department may provide yellow dot folders to the 
agencies and nonprofit organizations identified in § 55-20-304, subject to the 
limitations of resources for funding the program, and/or the department may 
allow such agencies and organizations to copy the medical information form 
and assemble yellow dot folders for distribution to participants, or the 
department may authorize these agencies and organizations to prepare yellow 
dot folders for distribution. 

(c) The department may also provide for dissemination of the medical 
information form and other yellow dot materials through the internet. 

(d) The department shall not charge any fee to participate in the yellow dot 
program. 


History. 
Acts 2012, ch. 804, § 7. 


55-20-307. Participation in program — Displaying decal — Storing of 
folder in vehicle. 


(a) Each participant shall receive a yellow dot folder containing a yellow dot 
decal and a medical information form. Participants may include passengers as 
well as operators of a motor vehicle, and those persons with distinctive license 
plates or placards for disabled drivers. 

(b) The yellow dot decal shall be affixed on the rear window in the left lower 
corner of any motor vehicle other than a motorcycle. On motorcycles, the yellow 
dot decal shall be affixed in a secure, visible location on the rear of the vehicle. 

(c) Each participant shall complete the medical information form and place 
it in the yellow dot folder. The yellow dot folder or folders shall be stored in the 
glove compartment of the motor vehicle, or in the compartment attached to a 
motorcycle. 


History. 
Acts 2012, ch. 804, § 8. 


55-20-308. Authority of responders when vehicle displays yellow dot 
decal — Use of information by responders. 


(a) If a driver or passenger of a motor vehicle becomes involved in a motor 
vehicle accident or emergency situation, and a yellow dot decal is affixed to the 
vehicle, an emergency medical responder or other responder at the scene is 
authorized to search the compartment of the vehicle for a yellow dot folder or 
folders. 

(b) An emergency medical responder or other responder may use the 
information contained in the yellow dot folder for the following purposes: 
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(1) To identify a participant in the yellow dot program; 

(2) To ascertain whether the participant has a medical condition that may 
impede communications with the responder; 

(3) To communicate with the participant’s emergency contacts about the 
location and general condition of the participant; or 

(4) To consider the person’s current medications and preexisting medical 
conditions when emergency medical treatment is administered for any 
injury the participant suffers. 

(c) Ifa law enforcement officer stops a motor vehicle with a yellow dot decal 
affixed to the vehicle and if during the encounter with the driver or passenger 
of the motor vehicle the officer reasonably believes the driver or passenger has 
a medical condition that is impacting the officer’s encounter with the driver or 
passenger, the law enforcement officer, upon receiving consent from the driver 
or passenger, is authorized to review any yellow dot folder or folders present in 
the vehicle. 


History. nessee Yellow DOT Program, please refer to 
Acts 2012, ch. 804, § 9; 2017, ch. 34, § 3. Acts 2017, ch. 34. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For the Preamble to the act concerning Ten- 


55-20-3009. Liability of responders. 


Except for wanton or willful conduct, no emergency medical responder or 
other responder, nor any employer of an emergency medical responder or other 
responder, shall incur any liability if the emergency medical responder or other 
responder is unable to make contact, in good faith, with an emergency contact 
person, or disseminates or fails to disseminate any information from the yellow 
dot folder to other emergency medical responders, hospitals, or any healthcare 
providers who render emergency medical treatment to the participant. No 
health care provider or employer of a health care provider shall incur any civil 
or criminal liability if the provider relies in good faith on the information 
provided to them through the program. 


History. 
Acts 2012, ch. 804, § 10. 


CHAPTER 21 
DISABLED DRIVERS AND PASSENGERS 


Part 1. Disabled Drivers Law of 1975 


Section 

55-21-101. Short title. 

55-21-102. Part definitions. 

55-21-103. Distinguishing registration, license plates, placards — Issuance to disabled or wheel- 
chair-confined persons — Motor vehicle rentals — Cost — Expiration. 

55-21-104. Symbol of access for registrations, placards, decals, and license plates for drivers or 
passengers with disability. 

55-21-105. Parking privileges. 

55-21-106. Disabled veterans and persons with a physical disability — Certificate of identification 
— Parking. 

55-21-107. [Reserved.] 


797 DISABLED DRIVERS AND PASSENGERS 95-21-102 


Section 

55-21-108. Unauthorized use of disabled parking or placard — Violations — Penalties. 

55-21-109. Computer records — Access by law enforcement officers. 

55-21-110. Volunteer enforcement of disabled parking laws and ordinances. 

55-21-111. Disabled veteran decal. 

55-21-112. Decals or placards for deaf drivers — Deaf owners. 

55-21-1138. Authority of nurse practitioners and physician assistants to issue certified statements 
of disability or deafness. 


Part 2. Refueling Service for Disabled Drivers 


55-21-201. Part definitions. 

55-21-202. Refueling service at self-service pumps — Price. 

55-21-203. Notice — Posting — Contents. 

55-21-204. Exemptions. 

55-21-205. Penalty. 

55-21-206. Enforcement of part. 

55-21-207. Commissioner’s authority to investigate and assess penalty. 
55-21-208. Notice to station or facility operator. 

55-21-209. Notice to disabled person or veteran. 


PART 1 
DISABLED DRIVERS LAW OF 1975 


55-21-1011. Short title. 


This part shall be known and may be cited as the “Disabled Drivers Law of 
1975.” 


History. tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
Acts 1975, ch. 163, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-2201; ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
Acts 1994, ch. 634, § 1. (April 19, 2006). 


Compiler’s Notes. 
For transfer of the division of title and regis- 


55-21-102. Part definitions. 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 
(1) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of revenue; 
(2) “Department” means the department of revenue; 
(3)(A) “Disabled driver” is one who is disabled by paraplegia, amputation 
of leg, foot or both hands, or is disabled by loss of use of a leg, foot or both 
hands, or other condition, certified to by a physician duly licensed to 
practice medicine, resulting in an equal degree of disability (specifying the 
particular condition) so as not to be able to get about without great 
difficulty, including impairments that, regardless of cause or manifesta- 
tion, confine the person to a wheelchair or cause the person to be so 
ambulatorily disabled that the person cannot walk two hundred feet (200’) 
without stopping to rest and includes, but is not limited to, those persons 
using braces or crutches, arthritics, spastics and those with pulmonary or 
cardiac ills who may be semiambulatory; 

(B) “Disabled driver” also includes the owner of a motor vehicle with 
vision of not less than 20/200 with correcting glasses in both functioning 
eyes; 

(C) “Disabled driver” also includes the owner of a motor vehicle who is 
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so ambulatorily disabled that the person cannot walk two hundred feet 
(200’) without stopping to rest and who is seeking treatment and/or 
healing solely by prayer through spiritual means in the practice of religion 
in accordance with the creeds or tenets of the First Church of Christ, 
Scientist in Boston, Massachusetts. The condition shall be certified by a 
Christian Science practitioner listed in The Christian Science Journal as 
resulting in a degree of disability so that the person is not able to get about 


without great difficulty; 


(4) “Disabled passenger” is a person who meets the requirements for 
disabled drivers established in subdivisions (3)(A)-(C); and 

(5) “Disabled veteran” means a disabled driver who is a former member of 
the United States armed forces or a former or current member of a reserve 
or Tennessee national guard unit who was called into active military service 
of the United States, as defined in § 58-1-102. 


History. 

Acts 1975, ch. 163, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-2202; 
Acts) 1981... ch,.101, $8) 1, 1987, ch..j202, 8. 1; 
1994, ch. 634, § 1; 1995, ch. 217, § 1; 2004, ch. 
666, 88 Ay'2: 2007, ch. 484, § 95; 2008, Chee bi 
aN 2014, ch. F208 ind: 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2014, ch. 720 § 3 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue is authorized to pro- 


mulgate rules to effectuate the purposes of this 
act. All such rules shall be promulgated in 
accordance with the Uniform Administrative 
Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 


Cross-References. 

Parking certificate and placards for disabled 
veterans and persons with a disability, § 55-21- 
106. 


55-21-103. Distinguishing registration, license plates, placards — Is- 


suance to disabled or wheelchair-confined persons — Mo- 
tor vehicle rentals — Cost — Expiration. 


(a)(1) The department shall, upon application accompanied by a physician’s 
statement or an affidavit from a Christian Science practitioner listed in The 
Christian Science Journal, provide and issue registration and license plates 
of distinctive design to disabled drivers and placards of distinctive design to 
disabled passengers. No physician or Christian Science practitioner shall 
provide a statement for use under this chapter unless the applicant therefor 
is disabled by one (1) or more of the conditions set out in § 55-21-102, and 
the nature of the disability shall be set forth in the statement. Placards shall 
be personal to the disabled driver or passenger, and shall only be used by 
that person. Any other person using a placard commits a misdemeanor and 
shall be punished as provided for in § 55-21-108. The cost of any such 
registration and license plates shall be paid by the disabled driver or 
disabled passenger. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (a)(1), one (1) registration and license 
plate per family shall be provided free to those disabled persons who are 
permanently and totally confined to a wheelchair, when so certified by a 
physician’s statement. 

(3) More than one (1) registration and license plate per family shall be 
provided free if more than one (1) member of the family is permanently and 
totally confined to a wheelchair and is the owner or lessee of a motor vehicle. 

(4) Any person qualifying under subdivisions (a)(2) and (3) is the titled 
owner or lessee of the vehicle. 
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(5) Notwithstanding this subsection (a) to the contrary, an owner or lessee 
of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and is the parent or legal 
guardian of an individual who is permanently disabled, whose permanent 
disability is certified by the physician’s statement, and who does not own and 
is incapable of operating a motor vehicle, shall receive a disabled plate upon 
payment of any applicable fees. The certificate of title and registration shall 
remain in the name of the parent or legal guardian. In order to receive a 

_ disabled plate under this subdivision (a)(5), the parent or legal guardian 
shall verify under penalty of perjury upon a form prescribed by the 
department that the parent or guardian is the parent or legal guardian of the 
permanently disabled individual. 

(6) Notwithstanding this subsection (a) to the contrary, the department 

shall provide any person qualifying for a registration and license plate under 
subdivision (a)(1) who applies for and receives a registration and license 
plate in a category identified in § 55-4-203(a), a decal of distinctive design to 
disabled drivers to affix to such plate. Registration and license plates having 
such a decal properly affixed shall be a recognized symbol for the purposes of 
this part. The cost of such decal shall be considered a cost incurred by the 
department of revenue in designing, manufacturing, and marketing such 
plate pursuant to chapter 4, part 2 of this title. 
(b)(1) Any person who qualifies for issuance of a distinguishing license 
plate, or any disabled passenger, may also apply to the department for 
issuance of a distinguishing placard. The placard may be used in lieu of the 
distinguishing license plate for parking purposes when displayed in accor- 
dance with the directions written on or supplied with the placard. The 
department may establish procedures for the issuance of the placards. 

(2)(A) Placards may be either permanent or temporary. 

(B)G) Permanent placards may be issued under this part to persons who 

are permanently disabled and whose permanent disability is noted on 

the physician’s statement. All placards shall be issued directly by the 
department. If the applicant is eligible for a disabled license plate, the 
placard shall be furnished without charge. If the applicant has not 
applied for vehicle registration, then the cost of the placard shall be the 
same as the regular fee for passenger motor vehicles, as provided in 

§ 55-4-111. Permanent placards shall be of a distinct design and color as 

established by the commissioner of safety. 

(ii) Any person who is permanently confined to a wheelchair and who 
does not own and is not physically capable of operating a motor vehicle 
may apply to the department for issuance of one (1) distinguishing 
disabled placard for the exclusive personal use of that person. This 
placard shall be in lieu of any disabled registration plates, and shall be 
provided by the department without charge to the qualified applicant, 
upon receipt by the department of an application accompanied by a 
physician’s statement, as provided in subsection (a). 

(C) Temporary placards may be issued under this part to persons who 
are temporarily disabled by a nonambulatory or semi-ambulatory condi- 
tion due to surgery, bone fracture or breakage, or similar condition, and 
whose temporary disabling condition and the estimated duration of the 
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condition is noted on the physician’s statement. Temporary placards shall 
be issued for the estimated duration of the condition, but not in excess of 
six (6) months, at a cost of ten dollars ($10.00). Temporary placards may be 
reissued for a similar period at the same cost. Temporary placards shall be 
of a different design and color than permanent placards and shall 
prominently note the expiration date. 

(3) Adisabled driver may receive a second placard if there is a second car 
registered in the name of the disabled driver or a member of that driver’s 
immediate family who resides with the driver. The second placard shall be 
issued without additional charge. The second placard shall be used to obtain 
disabled parking privileges only by the disabled driver. 

(c) The commissioner is requested to include a notice on disabled placards, 
if feasible, of the conditions attached to their use and the penalties for misuse, 
or, in the alternative, to furnish that information to recipients of the placards. 

(d) Upon receipt of an application by an agency transporting disabled 
clients, the department shall issue a placard to the agency for the sole purpose 
of transporting disabled clients. The number of placards issued to the agency 
may not exceed the number of vehicles owned and operated for the purpose of 
transporting disabled clients. The use of the placard or placards for any other 
purpose shall constitute the forfeiture of the placard or placards for the agency. 

(e) When the recipient of a disabled parking placard dies, the placard shall 
be returned to the commissioner by the responsible representative of the 
deceased. 

(f)(1) A permanent placard as defined by subdivision (b)(2)(B), shall expire 

two (2) years from the date it is issued. The expiration date of the placard 

shall be prominently displayed on the placard. The person to whom the 
permanent placard is issued may renew the placard in accordance with rules 
established by the department. The renewal fee shall be three dollars 

($3.00); provided, that there shall be no renewal fee for a person perma- 

nently confined to a wheelchair, as defined in subdivision (b)(2)(B)(i), nor to 

a disabled veteran, as defined in § 55-4-256(a)(3) or (b). Any person issued a 

temporary placard must submit a new certification pursuant to § 55-21- 

102(3)(A) or (3)(C), prior to the department renewing the temporary placard. 

(2) The provisions of subdivision (f)(1), concerning the renewal fee and 
exemptions from the fee, shall be applicable to the renewal of existing 
placards. Persons who are permanently disabled shall not be required to 
submit certification pursuant to § 55-21-102(3)(A) or (3)(C) prior to the 
department’s renewing the permanent placard. 

(g) Upon receipt of an application by an agency providing motor vehicle 
rentals to disabled clients, the department shall issue a placard to the agency 
for the sole purpose of renting accessible motor vehicles to disabled clients. The 
number of placards issued to the agency may not exceed the number of vehicles 
owned and operated for the purpose of providing accessible motor vehicle 
rentals to disabled clients; provided, that placards shall only be issued for 
vehicles permanently equipped with a wheelchair ramp or lift. The use of such 
placard or placards for any other purpose, or on any motor vehicle not 
permanently equipped with a wheelchair ramp or lift, shall be grounds for the 
forfeiture of the placard or placards issued to the agency in a manner otherwise 
consistent with this part. 
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History. 

Acts 1975, ch. 163, § 3; 1978, ch. 676, § 1; 
T.C.A., § 59-2208; Acts 1980, ch. 468, § 1; 
1981, ch. 101, §§ 2, 3; 1985, ch. 260, §§ 1-3; 
1986, ch. 791, §§ 1, 7, 8;.1987, ch. 203, § 1; 
1988, ch. 575, § 2; 1992, ch. 947, § 4; 1993, ch. 
44,§§ 1, 2; 1994, ch. 634, §§ 1-3; 1995, ch. 217, 
8§ 2, 3; 2004, ch. 666, §§ 3, 4; 2005, ch. 475, 
8§ 1, 2; 2007, ch. 112, §§ 1, 2; 2008, ch. 1001, 
§ 1; 2008, ch. 1007, § 5; 2012, ch. 845, § 1; 
2016, ch. 840, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, § 52. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1128, § 1 purported to amend 
this section; however, because the amendments 
conflict with Acts 1998, ch. 1063, they have not 
been implemented. 
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Acts 2012, ch. 845, § 2 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue is authorized to pro- 
mulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the 
purposes of the act, which amended subsection 
(a). All such rules and regulations shall be 
promulgated in accordance with the Uniform 
Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in 
title 4, chapter 5. 


Cross-References. 

Parking certificate and placards for disabled 
veterans and persons with a disability, § 55-21- 
106. 

Parking regulations, certificate of identifica- 
tion for use of disabled persons, § 55-8-160. 

Special registration plates, § 55-4-224. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Fees. 
2. Jurisdiction. 


1. Fees. 

The handicap placard fee and renewal fee are 
apportioned into the state’s highway fund, gen- 
eral fund, police pay supplement fund and 
trooper safety fund, thus the purpose of the fees 
is general revenue raising and the fees qualify 
as taxes under the Tax Injunction Act. 
Hedgepeth v. Tennessee, 33 F. Supp. 2d 668, 
1998 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 21033 (W.D. Tenn. 


1998), affd, 215 F.3d 608, 2000 FED App. 197P, 
2000 U.S. App. LEXIS 13002 (6th Cir. Tenn. 
2000). 


2. Jurisdiction. 

The court lacks subject matter jurisdiction to 
hear case challenging T.C.A. § 55-21-103, as 
the state’s assessment against disabled persons 
for parking placards is a tax and the plaintiffs 
have a plain, speedy and efficient remedy be- 
fore the ‘Tennessee claims commission. 
Hedgepeth v. Tennessee, 215 F.3d 608, 2000 
FED App. 197P, 2000 U.S. App. LEXIS 13002 
(6th Cir. Tenn. 2000). 


55-21-104. Symbol of access for registrations, placards, decals, and 
license plates for drivers or passengers with disability. 


(a)(1) The department shall designate the symbol of access adopted pursu- 
ant to § 12-2-123 for the issuance of registrations, placards, decals, and 
license plates to drivers or passengers with a disability under this part. 


(2)(A) The symbol must be utilized for the issuance of all new registra- 
tions, placards, decals, and license plates under this part on or after July 
1, 2020. Existing registrations, placards, decals, and license plates must 
conform to subdivision (a)(1) upon replacement, including upon a request 
for replacement by a driver or passenger with a disability. Notwithstand- 
ing any law to the contrary, if a person requests to replace an existing 
registration, placard, decal, or license plate in accordance with this 
subdivision (a)(2)(A), the person must pay the same fee otherwise due for 
the initial issuance of such registration, placard, decal, or license plate. 
(B) Subdivision (a)(2)(A) only applies upon the exhaustion of the supply 
of existing registrations, placards, decals, and license plates. 
(3) The department may promulgate rules for the purpose of carrying out 


this subsection (a). 


(b) The style of registration and license plates for disabled veterans pursu- 
ant to § 55-4-256 shall be a recognized symbol for the purposes of this part. 


55-21-105 


History. 

Acts 1975, ch. 163, § 4; 1978, ch. 676, § 2; 
T.C.A., § 59-2204; Acts 1994, ch. 634, § 1; 
2018,. ch. 1023;)§: 52: 2019; chi 112, § 3) 


Compiler’s Notes. 

2019, ch. 112, § 1 provided that the act shall 
be known and may be cited as the “Dynamic 
Accessibility Act.” 
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governmental entity that receives documenta- 
tion from a federal agency that compliance with 
a provision of the act may jeopardize federal 
funding or grant money for the state govern- 
mental entity is not required to comply with 
such provision; provided, that the state govern- 
mental entity shall comply with each provision 
of the act that does not jeopardize such federal 


Acts 2019, ch. 112, § 8 provided that a state funding or grant money. 


55-21-105. Parking privileges. 


(a) Except as provided in § 12-10-109(e), no state agency, county, city, town 
or other municipality or any agency thereof shall exact any fee for parking on 
any street or highway or in any metered parking space or in parking lots 
municipally owned or leased, or both municipally owned and leased, or a 
parking place owned or leased, or both owned and leased, by a municipal 
parking utility or authority. No state postsecondary education institution or 
any agent thereof shall exact any fee from any visitor to the institution, or from 
any visitor attending programs of the institution not for credit, for parking on 
any parking lot owned or leased by a state postsecondary education institution, 
or both owned and leased by a state postsecondary education institution. The 
parking privileges granted by this section are limited to any disabled driver or 
disabled passenger to whom the distinctive license plates or placards were 
issued, and to qualified operators acting under the express direction of a 
disabled passenger to whom the distinctive license plate or placards were 
issued, while the disabled person is a passenger in the motor vehicle. Any 
disabled veteran who qualifies for and receives a disabled veteran’s license 
plate shall also be afforded the same privileges as granted to a disabled person 
who qualifies for and receives a disabled license plate or placard as provided for 
in § 55-21-1038. 

(b)(1) Any business, firm, or other person transacting business with the 

public from a permanent location shall provide specially marked parking 

spaces for the exclusive use of persons qualifying for the rights and 
privileges extended by this part. 
(2) The number of accessible parking spaces shall be: 


1 to 25 

26 to 50 

51 to 75 

76 to 100 

101 to 150 

151 to 200 

201 to 300 

301 to 400 

401 or greater 

(3) In addition, if there are no less than four (4) parking spaces designated 

with the wheelchair disabled sign or symbol of access, then at least one (1) 
of the parking spaces shall be van accessible, but if more than four (4) spaces 
are designated as disabled parking spaces, then at least two (2) spaces per 
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eight (8) disabled parking spaces shall be van accessible. A van accessible 

parking space shall be at least eight feet (8’) wide and shall have an adjacent 

access aisle that is at least eight feet (8’) wide. 

(4) The access aisle shall be located on the passenger side of the parking 
space except that two (2) adjacent accessible parking spaces may share a 
common access aisle. 

(5) Van accessible parking spaces shall have an additional sign marked 
“Van Accessible — Priority for Wheelchair User” mounted below the sign 
required by subsection (c). The van accessible parking spaces may have an 
additional sign marked “Priority Should Be Given to Disabled Van Access. 
Other Disabled Vehicles Should Use Only If No Other Available Disabled 
Spaces” mounted below other required signs. Van accessible parking spaces 
are not restricted to disabled van access; provided, that disabled vehicles 
other than vans should not use van accessible parking spaces when another 
accessible disabled parking space is available. 

(c) Each such parking space must be marked and maintained with the 
stylized wheelchair symbol designated by § 55-21-104, as that section existed 
on June 30, 2020; provided, that such parking spaces may, at the discretion of 
the owner, be marked with the symbol of access designated under § 55-21-104, 
to the extent that such marking complies with federal law. The marking may 
be by a sign on a pole. Nonconforming markings or signs shall be acceptable 
during the useful life of the markings or signs, which may not be extended by 
other than normal maintenance as long as the markings or signs provide 
reasonable notice of the specially marked parking space. 

(d) The department is authorized to enter into reciprocal agreements with 
similar authorities in other states whereby holders of disabled license plates or 
distinguishing placards in those states may be granted the same parking 
privileges granted by this section. 

(e)(1) Any business, firm, or other person transacting business that provides 

specially marked parking spaces pursuant to this part shall also provide 

van-accessible parking spaces. Van-accessible parking spaces shall have an 

access aisle that is no less than ninety-six inches (96”) to accommodate a 

wheelchair lift, have vertical clearance to accommodate van height at the 

van parking space and adjacent access aisle, and have an additional sign or 
marking identifying the parking space as van accessible. 

(2) This subsection (e) shall apply to businesses, firms, or persons con- 
ducting business with the public from a permanent location who provide 
specially marked parking spaces after April 24, 2006. Businesses, firms, or 
persons conducting business with the public from a permanent location who 
provide specially marked parking spaces on or before April 24, 2006, shall 
comply with this subsection (e) when it is readily achievable. For the 
purposes of this subsection (e), “readily achievable” means easily accom- 
plishable and able to be carried out without considerable difficulty or 
expense. 

(3) A business, firm or person conducting business with the public from a 
permanent location who provides only one (1) specially marked parking 
space shall convert such specially marked parking space into a van- 
accessible parking space when such conversion is readily achievable. 


55-21-106 


History. 

Acts 1975, ch. 163, § 5; T.C.A., § 59-2205; 
Acts 1981, ch. 101, § 4; 1983, ch. 25, § 1; 1986, 
ch. 791, §§ 9-11; 1988, ch. 601, §§ 1, 2; 1994, 
ch. 634; § 1;'2006; ch» 562; §§::1;:2; 2007,-ch. 
240, § 1; 2008, ch. 956, § 1; 2011, ch. 454, § 1; 
2014, ch. 634, § 2; 2019, ch. 112, §§ 5, 6. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For transfer of the division of title and regis- 
tration to the department of revenue, see Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 36, effective July 1, 2006 
(April 19, 2006). 

Acts 2008, ch. 956, § 2 provided that the act 
shall only apply to parking spaces constructed 
after January 1, 2009. 

Acts 2019, ch. 112, § 1 provided that the act 
shall be known and may be cited as the “Dy- 
namic Accessibility Act.” 

Acts 2019, ch. 112, § 8 provided that a state 
governmental entity that receives documenta- 
tion from a federal agency that compliance with 
a provision of the act may jeopardize federal 
funding or grant money for the state govern- 
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mental entity is not required. to comply with 
such provision; provided, that the state govern- 
mental entity shall comply with each provision 
of the act that does not jeopardize such federal 
funding or grant money. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Van accessible handicapped parking, OAG 
96-103, 1996 Tenn. AG LEXIS 113 (8/14/96). 

Proposed legislation relating to “van-acces- 
sible only” parking spaces in conflict with 
Americans with Disabilities Act and Americans 
with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines, 
OAG 03-067, 2003 Tenn. AG LEXIS 85 
(5/23/03). 

State law authorizes an airport authority to 
charge parking fees to handicapped drivers 
along with other members of the general public, 
OAG : 07-032, 2007 Tenn. AG LEXIS 32 
(3/23/07). 


55-21-106. Disabled veterans and persons with a physical disability — 
Certificate of identification — Parking. 


(a) Any veteran who has been honorably discharged from any of the armed 
services of the United States and who has a service-connected disability 
equivalent to the disabilities as prescribed in § 1 of Public Law 187 of the 
eighty-second congress, first session, and any person with a physical disability 
who possesses material incapacity for ambulation, shall be entitled to receive, 
and the department is authorized to issue, under such rules and upon such 
application as the department shall prescribe, a serially numbered certificate 
of identification for the personal use of the veteran or person with a physical 
disability. 

(b) The veteran or person with a physical disability shall be entitled to 
courtesy in the parking of the automobile which shall relieve the veteran or 
person with a physical disability from liability for any violations with respect 
to parking, other than in violation of this section or § 55-8-160(a)(15). 

(c) Any local authority may, by ordinance, prohibit parking on any street or 
highway for the purpose of creating a fire lane or to provide for the accommo- 
dation of heavy traffic during morning and afternoon rush hours, and the 
privileges extending to veterans and persons with physical disabilities in this 
section shall not apply on streets or highways where and at the times the 
parking is so prohibited. 

(d) Any certificate issued as provided in this section shall be displayed 
prominently upon the automobile while being parked by or under the direction 
of the veteran or person with a physical disability pursuant to this section. 

(e) Upon conviction of any offense involving a violation of the special 
privileges conferred upon holders of these special certificates, a magistrate or 
judge trying the case shall be authorized, as a part of any penalty imposed 
therein, to confiscate the serially numbered certificate provided for in this 
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section and to return the certificate to the secretary of state, together with a 
certified copy of the sentence so imposed. 

(f) Any person, other than the veteran or person with a physical disability to 
whom it was issued, who uses any certificate of identification for the purpose 
of parking an automobile as permitted by this section, commits a Class A 


misdemeanor. 


(g) As to any application for a certificate, any official finding or rating as to 
disability within the requirements of this section by the United States 
veterans’ administration shall be sufficient evidence of the qualifications of the 


applicant. 


(h) As used in this section, “certificate” includes registration and license 
plates issued free to disabled veterans under the authority of § 55-4-256. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 60; impl. am. Acts 1959, 
ch. 9, § 3; impl. am. Acts 1972, ch. 829, § 7; 
Acts 1978, ch. 810, §§ 1, 2; T.C.A., § 59-861; 
mee 983.¢chuih28, § 1; 1985, ch. 138, § 2; 
T.C.A., § 55-8-160; Acts 1989, ch. 591, §§ 1, 6; 
1994, ch. 634, § 1; 2011, ch. 47, § 61; 2018, ch. 
1023, § 52. 


Code Commission Notes. The misdemeanor 
in this section has been designated as a Class A 
misdemeanor by authority of § 40-35-110, 
which provides that an offense designated a 
misdemeanor without specification as to cat- 
egory is a Class A misdemeanor. See also § 39- 
11-114. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-21-106 (Acts 1975, ch. 163, § 6; 


tress flags, was repealed by Acts 1986, ch. 598, 
SE 

Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 107 provided that noth- 
ing in the legislation shall be construed to alter 
or otherwise affect the eligibility for services or 
the rights or responsibilities of individuals cov- 
ered by the provision on the day before the date 
of enactment of this legislation, which was July 
1, 2011. 

Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 108 provided that the 
provisions of the act are declared to be remedial 
in nature and all provisions of the act shall be 
liberally construed to effectuate its purposes. 


Cross-References. 

Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
it 

Responsibility for illegal parking, § 55-8- 


T.C.A., § 59-2206), concerning display of dis- 186. 


55-21-107. [Reserved.| 


55-21-108. Unauthorized use of disabled parking or placard — Viola- 
tions — Penalties. 


(a)(1)(A) Any person, except a person who meets the requirements for the 
issuance of a distinguishing placard or license plate, a disabled veteran’s 
license plate, or who meets the requirements of § 55-21-105(d), who parks 
in any parking space designated with the wheelchair disabled sign or 
symbol of access, commits a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of two 
hundred dollars ($200), which fine shall not be suspended or waived and, 
in addition, not more than five (5) hours of community service work may 
be imposed. Any community service requirements imposed by this section 
shall be to assist the disabled community by monitoring disabled parking 
spaces, providing assistance to handicapped centers or to disabled veter- 
ans, or other such purposes. The agreement may designate the entity that 
is responsible for the supervision and control of the offenders. 

(B) In order to furnish the general assembly with information necessary 
to make an informed determination as to whether the increase in the cost 
of living has resulted in the fine authorized by subdivision (a)(1)(A) no 
longer being commensurate with the amount of fine deserved for the 
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offense committed, every five (5) years, on or before January 15, the fiscal 

review committee shall report to the chief clerks of the senate and of the 

house of representatives of the general assembly and report to the general 
assembly the percentage of change in the average consumer price index 

(all items-city average) as published by the United States department of 

labor, bureau of labor statistics and shall also report to the clerks what the 

amount of the fine would be if adjusted to reflect the compounded 
cost-of-living increases during the five-year period. 

(2) In addition to the fine imposed pursuant to subdivision (a)(1), a vehicle 
that does not display a disabled license plate or placard, and that is parked 
in any parking space designated with the wheelchair disabled sign or symbol 
of access, is subject to being towed. When a vehicle has been towed or 
removed pursuant to this subdivision (a)(2), it shall be released to its owner, 
or person in lawful possession, upon demand; provided, that the person 
making demand for return pays all reasonable towing and storage charges 
and that the demand is made during the operating hours of the towing 
company. 

(3) It is also a violation of this subsection (a) for any person to park a 
motor vehicle so that a portion of the vehicle encroaches into a disabled 
parking space in a manner that restricts, or reasonably could restrict, a 
person confined to a wheelchair from exiting or entering a motor vehicle 
properly parked within the disabled parking space. 

(4)(A) Signs designating disabled parking shall indicate that unauthor- 

ized or improperly parked vehicles may be towed and the driver fined two 

hundred dollars ($200), and shall also provide the name and telephone 
number of the towing company or the name and telephone number of the 
property owner, lessee or agent in control of the property. 

(B) After July 1, 2008, as new signs designating disabled parking are 
erected, the signs shall indicate the penalties imposed by this section. 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the removal or 
alteration of any existing sign designating disabled parking. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, subsection (a) shall be 
enforced by state and local authorities in their respective jurisdictions, 
whether violations occur on public or private property, in the same manner 
used to enforce other parking laws. 

(c)(1) Any person not meeting the requirements of § 55-21-103 who uses a 

disabled placard to obtain parking commits a misdemeanor. The disabled 

placard used to obtain parking by a person not meeting the requirements of 

§ 55-21-103 shall be subject to forfeiture and confiscation by state and local 

authorities in their respective jurisdictions. 

(2) If a state or local law enforcement officer observes a violation of 
subdivision (c)(1), the officer may confiscate the disabled placard. To recover 
the placard, a driver must demonstrate by a preponderance of the evidence 
that the driver was complying with § 55-21-1038, at the time of the confis- 
cation. 

(d) Any person who unlawfully sells, copies, duplicates, manufactures, or 
assists in the sale, copying, duplicating or manufacturing of a disabled placard 
commits a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a minimum one-thousand- 
dollar fine and imprisonment for a time in the discretion of the court. 
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(e) Any person who is not a disabled driver as prescribed in § 55-21-102, 
and who willfully and falsely represents the person as meeting the require- 
ments to obtain either a permanent or temporary placard commits a’‘Class A 
misdemeanor, punishable only by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000). 
(f) Any violation of § 55-21-103(g) shall be a Class B misdemeanor, punish- 


able by a fine only of two hundred dollars ($200). 


History. 

Acts 1975, ch. 163, § 8; 1978, ch. 676, § 3; 
T.C.A., § 59-2208; Acts 1982, ch. 656, §§ 1, 2; 
1983, ch. 25, § 2; 1986, ch. 598, § 9; 1986, ch. 
791,§ 12; 1988, ch. 601,§ 3; 1988, ch. 716,§ 1; 
1989, ch. 442, §§ 1, 2; 1989, ch. 591, § 1, 6; 
1992, ch. 683, § 1; 1992, ch. 947, §§ 1, 3; 1993, 
ch. 938, § 1; 1994, ch. 634, § 1; 2004, ch. 666, 
§ 5; 2007, ch. 32, §§ 1, 2; 2008, ch. 909, §§ 1-4; 
2008, ch. 1001, § 2; 2019, ch. 112, § 7. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2019, ch. 112, § 1 provided that the act 
shall be known and may be cited as the “Dy- 
namic Accessibility Act.” 

Acts 2019, ch. 112, § 8 provided that a state 
governmental entity that receives documenta- 
tion from a federal agency that compliance with 
a provision of the act may jeopardize federal 


funding or grant money for the state govern- 
mental entity is not required to comply with 
such provision; provided, that the state govern- 
mental entity shall comply with each provision 
of the act that does not jeopardize such federal 
funding or grant money. 


Cross-References. 

Penalties for Class A and B misdemeanors, 
§ 40-35-111. 

Penalty for unauthorized parking in disabled 
parking space, § 55-8-160. 

Responsibility for illegal parking, § 55-8- 
186. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


55-21-109. Computer records — Access by law enforcement officers. 


The department shall maintain records of issuance of permanent and 
temporary placards and license plates for disabled persons pursuant to this 
part on a computer system that shall be readily accessible to law enforcement 
officers, so that a law enforcement officer is readily able to confirm whether a 
person who has parked in a parking space reserved for disabled persons has 
been issued a placard or license plate by the department entitling the person 
to use the space. The department shall not sell the list or records maintained 
pursuant to this section. 


History. 
Acts 1995, ch. 42, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 96. 


55-21-110. Volunteer enforcement of disabled parking laws and ordi- 
nances. 


(a) A law enforcement agency authorized to enforce parking laws may 
appoint a volunteer to issue a citation for violations of § 55-21-108 or an 
ordinance dealing with parking privileges for persons with disabilities, pursu- 
ant to the following provisions: 

(1) Avolunteer appointed under this section shall be a resident of the city, 
county or metropolitan government in which the volunteer program oper- 
ates. The volunteer program shall be open to any person twenty-one (21) 
years of age and older, regardless of the person’s disability status; provided, 
that preference shall be given to an applicant with a disability; 

(2) Any agency appointing a volunteer shall provide training before 
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authorizing a volunteer to issue citations; and 

(3) A citation issued by a volunteer appointed under this section shall 
have the same force and effect as a citation issued by a law enforcement 
officer for the same offense. 

(b) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any county, municipality or 
metropolitan government may establish a special enforcement unit for the sole 
purpose of providing adequate enforcement of § 55-21-108 and local ordi- 
nances and resolutions relative to disabled parking, pursuant to the following 
provisions: 

(1) Acity, county, or metropolitan government may establish recruitment 
and employment guidelines that encourage and enable employment of 
qualified persons with disabilities in these special enforcement units; 

(2) A member of the special enforcement unit may issue a notice of a 
parking violation under § 55-21-108, or local ordinances relative to disabled 
parking. A member of the special enforcement unit shall not be considered to 
be a law enforcement officer and shall not make an arrest in the course of the 
member’s official duties, but shall wear a distinctive piece of clothing such as 
a jacket, shirt, vest and/or hat with a law enforcement insignia together with 
a badge while on duty. The local authority or administrating agency may 
issue a communication device such as a police radio, citizens band radio, or 
cellular telephone to each member of the special enforcement unit for use 
while on duty; 

(3) A city, county, or metropolitan government may pay the cost of 
uniforms and badges for the special enforcement unit, and may provide daily 
cleaning of the uniforms. Additionally, the city, county, or metropolitan 
government may provide motorized wheelchairs for use by members of the 
special unit while on duty, including batteries and necessary recharging 
thereof. Any motorized wheelchair used by a member of the special enforce- 
ment unit while on duty shall be equipped with a single head lamp in the 
front and a single stop lamp in the rear; 

(4) Amember of the special enforcement unit may be paid an hourly wage 
without the benefits provided other permanent and temporary employees, 
but is entitled to applicable workers’ compensation benefits as provided by 
law. Insurance provided by the city, county, or metropolitan government for 
disability or liability of a member of the special enforcement unit shall be the 
same as for other employees performing similar duties; and 

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed to preclude a city, county, or 
metropolitan government from using regular full-time employees to enforce 
ordinances or resolutions adopted pursuant to these ordinances or resolu- 
tions. 

(c) This section shall only apply in a county, municipality or metropolitan 
government that adopts this section by a two-thirds (24) vote of the legislative 
body of the county, municipality or metropolitan government. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 1995, ch. 417, §§ 1, 2; 1997, ch. 315, References in this section to “handicapped” 
§§ 1-4; 2011, ch. 47, § 62. persons have been changed to “disabled” per- 
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sons in order to conform with the amendments 
to this chapter by Acts 1994, ch. 634. 

Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 107 provided that noth- 
ing in the legislation shall be construed to alter 
or otherwise affect the eligibility for services or 
the rights or responsibilities of individuals cov- 
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of enactment of this legislation, which was July 
1, 2031. 

Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 108 provided that the 
provisions of the act are declared to be remedial 
in nature and all provisions of the act shall be 
liberally construed to effectuate its purposes. 


ered by the provision on the day before the date 


55-21-111. Disabled veteran decal. 


The department shall provide, free of charge, to each disabled veteran who 
applies for and receives any registration plate issued under chapter 4, part 2 
of this title, a disabled veteran decal of distinctive design to affix to such 
registration plate. Such disabled veteran decal of distinctive design properly 
affixed shall be a recognized symbol for the purposes of this part. 


History. 
Acts 2014, ch. 720, § 2. 


mulgate rules to effectuate the purposes of this 
act. All such rules shall be promulgated in 
accordance with the Uniform Administrative 


t 9 
ene Ore Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 


Acts 2014, ch. 720 § 3 provided that the 
commissioner of revenue is authorized to pro- 


55-21-112. Decals or placards for deaf drivers — Deaf owners. 


(a) The department shall, upon application accompanied by a physician’s 
statement, provide and issue a decal or placard of distinctive design indicating 
that the driver of the vehicle is deaf. 

(b) The placard shall be personal to the deaf driver and shall only be used by 
that person. Any other person using the placard commits a Class A misde- 
meanor. 

(c) These decals shall be placed in the upper corner on the driver’s side of the 
front windshield. When a deaf recipient transfers the automobile, the decal 
shall be removed, and a new decal shall be issued by the department, without 
cost to the deaf individual, upon the individual’s presenting the department 
with the used decal. 

(d) When the deaf recipient of a decal or placard dies, any decals and 
placards shall be returned to the commissioner by the responsible represen- 
tatives of the deceased. 

(e) One (1) decal or placard shall be provided free to a deaf individual. If the 
individual desires both a decal and a placard, or desires a second decal or 
placard, the department may charge the individual a fee not to exceed five 
dollars ($5.00) for the decal or placard. 

(f)(1) The department shall, upon application accompanied by a physician’s 
statement, provide and issue registration and registration plates to deaf 
owners of motor vehicles. The registration plates shall conform to the 
requirements of § 55-4-103, except that they shall bear a distinctive series 
of letters and numbers to inform law enforcement officers that the owner of 
the vehicle is deaf. 

(2) The department shall divulge the distinctive series of letters and 
numbers only to the department of safety and other law enforcement 
agencies with jurisdiction in this state, and shall not make the information 
available to the general public. 
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(3) All applicable registration and licensing fees shall be paid by the deaf 
owner. 

(4) Except as expressly provided by this section, registration and license 
plates for the deaf shall be issued and renewed in accordance with chapter 
4, part 1 of this title. 

(5) All law enforcement officers charged with the enforcement of this 
chapter shall receive, as part of in-service training, instruction in the 
identification of the special license plates for deaf drivers provided for in this 
section. 


History. as § 55-21-112 by authority of the Code Com- 
Acts 1988, ch. 766, § 1; 1989, ch. 591, § 6; mission in 2017. 


1992, ch. 678, § 1; T.C.A. § 55-21-151. 
Cross-References. 


Compiler’s Notes. Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Former § 55-21-151 has been redesignated 111. 


55-21-113. Authority of nurse practitioners and physician assistants 
to issue certified statements of disability or deafness. 


A nurse practitioner licensed under title 63, chapter 7, and a physician 
assistant licensed under title 63, chapter 19, shall have the same authority 
that a physician has under this part to issue certified statements of disability 
or deafness to accompany the application of disabled or deaf persons to obtain 
the appropriate registration, license plates, placards and decals from the 
department, as described in this part, only if the authority is expressly 
included in the written protocol developed jointly by the supervising physician 
and the nurse practitioner or physician assistant, whichever is applicable, 
setting forth the range of services that may be performed by the nurse 
practitioner or physician assistant. 


History. as § 55-21-113 by authority of the Code Com- 
Acts 2009, ch. 264, § 2; T.C.A. § 55-21-152. mission in 2017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-21-152 has been redesignated 


PART 2 
REFUELING SERVICE FOR DISABLED DRIVERS 


55-21-201. Part definitions. 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of agriculture; 

(2) “Department” means the department of agriculture; 

(3) “Director” means the director of the quality and standards division of 
the department; 

(4) “Gas” or “gasoline” means gasoline or other motor vehicle fuel; 

(5) “Person” means an individual, firm, partnership, association, trustee, 
or corporation; and 

(6) “Refueling service” means the service of pumping gasoline into the fuel 
tank of a motor vehicle. 
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History. 
mets 1992). ch: 731,:3 1. 


55-21-202. Refueling service at self-service pumps — Price. 


(a) Every person operating a gasoline service station, or other facility that 
offers gasoline or other motor vehicle fuel for sale to the public from such a 
station or facility, shall provide, upon request, refueling service at the 
self-service pumps to a disabled driver of a vehicle that displays a disabled 
person’s or disabled veteran’s plate or placard, issued by the department of 
safety. 

(b) The price charged for the gasoline in such a case shall be no greater than 
that which the station or facility otherwise would charge the public generally 
to purchase gasoline or motor vehicle fuel without refueling service. 


History. 
Acts 1992, ch. 731, § 1. 


55-21-203. Notice — Posting — Contents. 


Every person subject to § 55-21-202 shall post the following notice in a 
manner and in a single location that is conspicuous to a driver seeking 
refueling service: | 


SERVICE TO DISABLED PERSONS 


Disabled drivers properly displaying a handicapped parking placard or 
plate are entitled to request and receive refueling service at the self- 
service pumps of this gas station for which they may not be charged more 
than the self-service price. 


History. 
mete 1992, ch. 731, $1. 


55-21-204. Exemptions. 


This part does not apply to any of the following facilities: 
(1) Exclusive self-service gas stations that have remotely controlled gas 
pumps and that do not provide pump island service on a full-time basis; and 
(2) Convenience stores that sell gasoline, that have remotely controlled 
gas pumps and that do not provide pump island service on a full-time basis. 


History. 
Acts 1992, ch. 731, § 1. 


55-21-205. Penalty. 


A civil penalty of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall be assessed against any 
person who, as a responsible managing individual setting service policy of a 
station or facility or as an employee acting independently against set service 
policy, acts in violation of this part. 


History. 
Acts 1992, ch. 731, § 1. 
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55-21-206. Enforcement of part. 


This part shall be enforced by the commissioner of agriculture. The commis- 
sioner may delegate this enforcement authority to the director of the quality 
and standards division of the department. 


History. 
Acts 1992, ch. 731, § 1. 


55-21-207. Commissioner’s authority to investigate and assess penalty. 


The commissioner, or the director if authority has been delegated by the 
commissioner, may upon the person’s own initiative, and shall, upon the 
verified complaint of any person or public agency, investigate the actions of any 
person alleged to have violated this section. If the commissioner or director 
determines that a violation has occurred, the penalty authorized by § 55-21- 
205 shall be assessed. Any person who is aggrieved by the assessment of the 
penalty may request a hearing that shall be held in accordance with the 
Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 


History. 
Acts 1992, ch. 731, § 1. 


55-21-208. Notice to station or facility operator. 


A notice setting forth the provisions of this part shall be provided at least 
annually by the quality and standards division of the department to every 
person operating a gasoline service station or other facility that offers gasoline 
or other motor vehicle fuel for sale to the public from the station or facility. 


History. 
Acts 1992, ch. 731, § 1. 


55-21-209. Notice to disabled person or veteran. 


A notice setting forth the provisions of this part shall be provided by the 
department of safety to every person who is issued or who renews a disabled 
person’s or disabled veteran’s plate or placard. 


History. 
Acts 1992, ch. 731, § 1. 


CHAPTER 22 
MOTOR VEHICLE RACES 


Section 

55-22-101. Insurance requirements for conduct of motor vehicle races. 

55-22-102. Authority of county legislative body with respect to conduct of races and regulation and 
licensure of automobile race tracks. 

55-22-103. Release of promoters from liability by participants approved practice. 

55-22-104. Violation of insurance requirements — Misdemeanor. 

55-22-105. When races permitted in tourist resort counties — Times for races in general and on 
Sundays. 
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55-22-101. Insurance requirements for conduct of motor vehicle races. 


(a) No person, firm, or corporation shall operate or conduct any motor 
vehicle races on any permanent race track or other place for the holding of a 
motor vehicle race upon which motor vehicles of any description are raced, 
unless the applicant has insurance for the general public with minimum limits 
of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) per person and three hundred 
thousand dollars ($300,000) per accident or three hundred thousand dollars 
($300,000) combined single limit, for loss because of bodily injury, including 
death at any time resulting from such bodily harm caused to any person or 
persons by the operation of the track or other place; provided, that this 
insurance shall not be applicable to: 

(1) Drivers; 

(2) Pit area personnel; 

(3) All persons involved in the conduct of any motor vehicle race; or 

(4) Any persons involved with the race who have signed a written release 
of liability. 

(b) Satisfaction by the insured of a final judgment for injury shall not be a 
condition precedent to the duty of the insurer to make payment on account of 
the injury. 

(c) The county clerk of the county where a motor vehicle race is conducted 
shall: | 

(1) Verify the person, firm, or corporation operating or conducting a motor 
vehicle race has insurance as prescribed in subsection (a); and 

(2) Issue documentation to the person, firm, or corporation confirming 
that the requirements of subdivision (c)(1) have been met. 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 354, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former chapter 22, §§ 55-22-101—55-22-109 
(Acts 1968, ch. 534, § 1-8; impl. Am. Acts 1971, 
em. 137) §°2,1972,:ch:'678,'8 10) 115:1973)"ch. 
264, § 2; 1979, ch. 28, § 3; T.C.A., §§ 59-2301- 
59-2308; 66-401-66-408; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§§ 1, 6; Acts 1991, ch. 368, § 1; Acts 1993, ch. 
469, § 1; ), concerning automobile race tracks 
and drag strips, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 2015, ch. 354, § 1, effective July 1, 2015. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

While T.C.A. § 55-22-102 does mention “au- 
tomobile race tracks,” this language is not suf- 
ficient to overcome the broader term “motor 
vehicle race” that is used throughout the chap- 
ter. Because the legislature repeatedly used the 
broader term “motor vehicle,” it did not intend 
to limit the statute’s requirements to “automo- 
bile” races. Thus, the statute encompasses all 
races of all vehicles that depend on a motor for 
propulsion, other than railroads. OAG 17-20, 
2017 Tenn. AG LEXIS 19 (3/21/2017). 


55-22-102. Authority of county legislative body with respect to con- 
duct of races and regulation and licensure of automobile 


race tracks. 


A county legislative body shall have the authority to: 
(1) Provide for the times, dates, and conditions under which motor vehicle 


races shall be conducted; and 


(2) Establish any other rule relative to the regulation and licensure of 
automobile race tracks that the county legislative body deems prudent and 


advisable. 


55-22-103 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 354, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former chapter 22, §§ 55-22-101—55-22-109 
(Acts 1968, ch. 534, § 1-8; impl. Am. Acts 1971, 
ch, 137.8 2, 1972, chu 6/8, S90) ble 1975. ch, 
264, § 2; 1979, ch. 28, § 3; T.C.A., §§ 59-2301- 
59-2308; 66-401-66-408; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§§ 1, 6; Acts 1991, ch. 368, § 1; Acts 1993, ch. 
469, § 1; ), concerning automobile race tracks 
and drag strips, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 2015, ch. 354, § 1, effective July 1, 2015. 
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Attorney General Opinions. 

While T.C.A. § 55-22-102 does mention “au- 
tomobile race tracks,” this language is not suf- 
ficient to overcome the broader term “motor 
vehicle race” that is used throughout the chap- 
ter. Because the legislature repeatedly used the 
broader term “motor vehicle,” it did not intend 
to limit the statute’s requirements to “automo- 
bile” races. Thus, the statute encompasses all 
races of all vehicles that depend on a motor for 
propulsion, other than railroads. OAG 17-20, 
2017 Tenn. AG LEXIS 19 (3/21/2017). 


55-22-103. Release of promoters from liability by participants ap- 
proved practice. 


The practice of participants in motor racing events of releasing the promot- 
ers thereof from liability and of assuming liability for any injuries sustained is 


expressly approved. 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 354, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former chapter 22, §§ 55-22-101—55-22-109 
(Acts 1968, ch. 534, § 1-8; impl. Am. Acts 1971, 
eh. 1378.2, Lov2.ch,' 678, §, 10411 19734 ch, 


264, § 2; 1979, ch. 28, § 3; T.C.A., §§ 59-2301- 
59-2308; 66-401-66-408; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§§ 1, 6; Acts 1991, ch. 368, § 1; Acts 1993, ch. 
469, § 1; ), concerning automobile race tracks 
and drag strips, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 2015, ch. 354, § 1, effective July 1, 2015. 


55-22-104. Violation of insurance requirements — Misdemeanor. 


A violation of § 55-22-101 is a Class A misdemeanor. 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 354, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former chapter 22, §§ 55-22-101—55-22-109 
(Acts 1968, ch. 534, § 1-8; impl. Am. Acts 1971, 
ch. 137, § 2, 1972, ch. 678, § 10, 11; 1973, ch. 
264, § 2; 1979, ch. 28, § 3; T.C.A., §§ 59-2301- 
59-2308; 66-401-66-408; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 


§§ 1, 6; Acts 1991, ch. 368, § 1; Acts 1993, ch. 
469, § 1; ), concerning automobile race tracks 
and drag strips, was repealed and reenacted by 
Acts 2015, ch. 354, § 1, effective July 1, 2015. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
te 


55-22-105. When races permitted in tourist resort counties — Times 
for races in general and on Sundays. 


(a)(1) In any county that is a tourist resort county, motor vehicle racing may 
be permitted on not more than three (3) days a week. If racing is conducted 
for three (3) days a week, one (1) of the days shall be Sunday. 

(2) For the purpose of this section, “tourist resort county” means any 
county having two (2) or more municipalities in which at least forty percent 
(40%) of the assessed valuation of the real property in those municipalities 
consists of hotels, motels, restaurants, and similar businesses serving 
traveling persons as shown by the tax assessment records of the county. 
(b)(1) No racing shall be conducted after eleven o’clock p.m. (11:00 p.m.). At 
the conclusion of a racing event, the track management shall encourage all 
participants and patrons to vacate the premises by not later than eleven- 
thirty p.m. (11:30 p.m.). 


815 MOTOR VEHICLE STORAGE ACT 590-293-103 


(2) No racing shall be conducted on a Sunday except between twelve 
o'clock (12:00) noon and six o’clock p.m. (6:00 p.m.). At the conclusion of a 
Sunday racing event, the track management shall encourage all participants 
and patrons to vacate the premises by not later than six-thirty p.m. (6:30 
p.m.). 


History. 264, § 2; 1979, ch. 28, § 3; T.C.A., §§ 59-2301- 
mcts 2015, ch. 354, $ 1. 59-2308; 66-401-66-408; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
Compiler’s Notes. 8§ 1, 6; Acts 1991, ch. 368, § 1; Acts 1993, ch. 


Former chapter 22, §§ 55-22-101-55-22-109 469, § 1; ), concerning automobile race tracks 
(Acts 1968, ch. 534, § 1-8: impl. Am. Acts 1971 and drag strips, was repealed and reenacted by 
ch. 137, § 2, 1972, ch. 678, § 10, 11; 1973, te Acts 2015, ch. 354, § 1, effective July 1, 2015. 


CHAPTER 23 
MOTOR VEHICLE STORAGE ACT 


Section 

55-23-101. Short title. 

55-23-102. Chapter definitions. 

55-23-103. Fee for storage beyond 21 days — Consent or notice required — Release of vehicle — 
“Reasonable charges” defined. 

55-23-104. Notice of intent to charge fee beyond 21 days. 


55-23-101. Short title. 


This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Motor Vehicle Storage 
Act of 1980.” 


History. 
mcts 1980;'ch. 779;°§ ‘1. 


55-23-102. Chapter definitions. 


As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Motor vehicle” means any self-propelled vehicle that is designed for 
use upon the highway, including trailers and semitrailers designed for use 
with the vehicle, and every vehicle that is propelled by electric power 
obtained from overhead wires but not operated upon rails, except traction 
engines, road rollers and farm tractors. “Motor vehicle” does not include 
motorized bicycle as defined in § 55-8-101; and 

(2) “Person” includes any natural person, firm, association, corporation or 
partnership. 


History. 
Acts 1980, ch. 779, § 2. 


55-23-103. Fee for storage beyond 21 days — Consent or notice re- 
quired — Release of vehicle — “Reasonable charges” de- 
fined. 


(a) Persons engaged in the business of towing motor vehicles by wrecker or 
otherwise and the storing of these motor vehicles for any type of remuneration, 
whether as the principal business of those persons or as an incidence to the 
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persons’ principal business, shall not charge the owner or lienholder of any 
stored motor vehicle a storage fee for a period exceeding twenty-one (21) days 
without the consent of the owner or lienholder, except as provided in § 55-23- 
104. 

(b) Persons engaged in the businesses described in subsection (a) shall not 
charge a storage fee for any day on which the vehicle is not available for release 
to the owner, lienholder, or insurer, unless such failure to release is based on 
a hold placed on the vehicle by law enforcement. 

(c) Upon provision of documentation from an insurer or lienholder showing 
its right to take custody of the vehicle, persons engaged in the businesses 
described in subsection (a) shall release the vehicle to the insurer or lienholder, 
or an authorized agent or representative for such insurer or lienholder, upon 
the insurer’s or lienholder’s payment of reasonable charges due, without 
requiring additional consent from the owner of the vehicle. The insurer or 
lienholder shall indemnify and hold harmless the releasing person or entity 
from any action, cause of action, claim, judgment, loss, liability, damage, or cost 
that it may incur due to wrongful release of the vehicle to an authorized agent 
or representative of the insurer or lienholder. 

(d) For purposes of subsection (c), “reasonable charges” do not include the 
following: | 

(1) A fee charged at a higher rate than the maximum fee that has been 
approved by the Tennessee highway patrol district to be charged for the 
same service by persons engaged in the businesses described in subsection 

(a) that serve on the Tennessee highway patrol dispatch towing list; and 

(2) A gate, access, or release fee during normal business hours for any day 
during which daily storage is also being charged. 


History. 

Acts 1980, ch. 779, § 3; 1999, ch. 1,§ 1; 2016, 
ch. 649, § 1; 2016, ch. 867, § 1; 2019, ch. 209, 
§ 4. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2016, ch. 649, § 5 provided that this act, 
which amended this section, shall apply to 
vehicles initially taken into storage on or after 
March 29, 2016. 

Acts 2016, ch. 867, § 2 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall apply to 
vehicles taken into storage on or after April 19, 
2016. 


Acts 2019, ch. 209, § 8 provided that the act, 
which amended this section, shall apply to 
vehicles taken into storage on or after April 25, 
2019. 


Cross-References. 

Garagekeeper’s lien, § 66-19-103. 

Seized or repossessed motor vehicles, notice 
to sheriff, § 55-5-128. 

Notice of extending imposition of towing fee, 
§ 55-23-104. 


55-23-104. Notice of intent to charge fee beyond 21 days. 


Persons engaged in the business of towing and storing motor vehicles may 
charge a storage fee for a period exceeding twenty-one (21) days if the last 
known registered owner of the motor vehicle and all lienholders of record are 
notified by registered mail, return receipt requested, of intent to charge a 
storage fee for a period to exceed twenty-one (21) days. This notice shall be © 
given at least ten (10) days prior to the imposition of any additional storage fee. 
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History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1980, ch. 779, § 4; 1999, ch. 1,§ 2; 2016, Certified mail in lieu of registered mail, § 1- 
ch. 649, §§ 2, 3. 3-111. 
Berrnilar’s Notes, situ ened or towing firm’s lien, § 66- 


Acts 2016, ch. 649, § 5 provided that this act, 
which amended this section, shall apply to 
vehicles initially taken into storage on or after 


Seized or repossessed motor vehicles, notice 
to sheriff, § 55-5-128. 


March 29, 2016. 


Section 


55-24-101. 
55-24-102. 
55-24-103. 
55-24-104. 
55-24-105. 
55-24-106. 
55-24-107. 
55-24-108. 
55-24-109. 
55-24-110. 
55-24-111. 
55-24-112. 


CHAPTER 24 
MOTOR VEHICLE WARRANTIES 


Chapter definitions. 

Nonconforming vehicles — Reports — Repairs. 

Replacement or repair of vehicles — Refunds — Refinancing agreements — Defenses. 
Leased vehicles — Refunds. 

Presumptions — Term of protection — Notice to manufacturer. 
Informal dispute settlement procedure. 

Statute of limitations. 

Recovery of costs and expenses — Attorneys’ fees. 

Copy of repair order to consumer. 

Election of remedies. 

Commencing actions against sellers or lessors. 

Manufacturer’s warranty — Disclosure to purchaser. 


55-24-101. Chapter definitions. 


As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 


(1) “Consumer” means the purchaser, other than for purposes of resale, or 
the lessee of a motor vehicle, any person to whom the motor vehicle is 
transferred during the duration of an express warranty applicable to the 
motor vehicle, and any other person entitled by the terms of the warranty to 
enforce the obligations of the warranty. “Consumer” does not include any 
governmental entity or any business or commercial entity that registers 
three (3) or more vehicles; 

(2) “Lessee” means any consumer who leases a motor vehicle pursuant to 
a written lease agreement by which a manufacturer’s warranty was issued 
as a condition of sale or which provides that the lessee is responsible for 
repairs to the motor vehicle; 

(3) “Manufacturer” means any person who manufactures or assembles 
new or unused motor vehicles or, in the case of motor vehicles not manufac- 
tured in the United States, the importer of the motor vehicle; 

(4) “Motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle as defined in § 55-1-103, that is 
sold and subject to the registration and certificate of title provisions in 
chapters 1-6 of this title in this state, or subject to similar registration and 
certificate of title provisions in another state, and classified as a Class B 
vehicle according to § 55-4-111. “Motor vehicle” includes a motorcycle, as 
defined in § 55-1-103, that is sold and subject to the registration and 
certificate of title provisions in chapters 1-6 of this title in this state, or 
subject to similar registration and certificate of title provisions in another 
state, and classified as a Class A vehicle according to § 55-4-111. “Motor 
vehicle” does not include motorized bicycles as defined in § 55-8-101, “motor 
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homes” as defined in § 55-1-104, lawnmowers or garden tractors, recre- 
ational vehicles or off-road vehicles and vehicles over ten thousand pounds 
(10,000 Ibs.) gross vehicle weight; 

(5) “Person” means every natural person, partnership, corporation, asso- 
ciation, trust, estate or other legal entity; 

(6) “Substantially impair” means to render a motor vehicle unreliable or 
unsafe for normal operation or to reduce its resale market value below the 
average resale value for comparable motor vehicles; and 

(7) “Term of protection” means the term of applicable express warranties 
or the period of one (1) year following the date of original delivery of the 
motor vehicle to a consumer, whichever comes first; or, in the case of a 
replacement vehicle provided by a manufacturer to a consumer under this 
chapter, one (1) year from the date of delivery to the consumer of the 
replacement vehicle. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 857, § 1; 20038, ch. 22, §§ 1-3; 
T.C.A. § 55-24-201; Acts 2010, ch. 635, § 1. 


(Acts 1984, ch. 1004, §§ 1-9), concerning motor 
vehicle warranties, was repealed by Acts 1986, 
ch. 857, § 11. For new law, see §§ 55-24-101 to 


Code Commission Notes. Former part 2, ees ib 


§§ 55-24-201 to 55-24-212, was transferred to 
part 1, §§ 55-24-101 to 55-24-112, by the code 
commission in 2008. 


Law Reviews. 
The Tennessee Consumer Protection Act: An 
Overview, 58 Tenn. L. Rev. 455 (1991). 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former part 1, §§ 55-24-101 — 55-24-109 


55-24-102. Nonconforming vehicles — Reports — Repairs. 


If a new motor vehicle does not conform to all applicable express warranties 
and the consumer reports the nonconformity, defect or condition to the 
manufacturer, its agent or its authorized dealer during the term of protection, 
the manufacturer, its agent or its authorized dealer shall correct the noncon- 
formity, defect or condition at no charge to the consumer, notwithstanding the - 
fact that the repairs are made after the expiration of the term. Any corrections ~ 
or attempted corrections undertaken by an authorized dealer under this 
section shall be treated as warranty work and billed by the dealer to the 
manufacturer in the same manner as other work under warranty is billed. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 857, § 2; T.C.A. § 55-24-202. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 1, §§ 55-24-101 — 55-24-109 
(Acts 1984, ch. 1004, §§ 1-9), concerning motor 
vehicle warranties, was repealed by Acts 1986, 
ch. 857, § 11. For new law, see §§ 55-24-101 to 
55-24-112. 


Code Commission Notes. Former part 2, 
§§ 55-24-201 to 55-24-212, was transferred to 
part 1, §§ 55-24-101 to 55-24-112, by the code 
commission in 2008. 


55-24-103. Replacement or repair of vehicles — Refunds — Refinanc- 
ing agreements — Defenses. 


(a) The manufacturer must replace the motor vehicle with a comparable 
motor vehicle or accept return of the vehicle from the consumer and refund to 
the consumer the full purchase price if: 

(1) The nonconformity, defect or condition substantially impairs the motor 
vehicle; and 
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(2) The manufacturer, its agent or authorized dealer is unable to conform 
the motor vehicle to any applicable express warranty after a reasonable 
number of attempts. 

(b) For purposes of this section: 

(1) “Collateral charges” means manufacturer-installed or agent-installed 
items or service charges, credit life and disability insurance charges, sales 
taxes, title charges, license fees, registration fees, any similar governmental 
charges and other reasonable expenses incurred for the purchase of the 
motor vehicle; 

(2) “Comparable motor vehicle” means a new motor vehicle of comparable 
worth to the same make and model with all options and accessories, with 
appropriate adjustments being allowed for any model year differences; 

(3) “Full purchase price” means the actual cost paid by the consumer, 
including all collateral charges, less a reasonable allowance for use; and 

(4)(A) “Reasonable allowance for use” means that amount directly attrib- 

~utable to use by a consumer prior to the consumer’s first report of the 
nonconformity to the manufacturer, agent or dealer and during any 
subsequent period when the vehicle is not out of service by reason of 
repair, plus a reasonable amount for any damage not attributable to 
normal wear; 

(B) A reasonable allowance for use shall not exceed one-half (44) of the 
amount allowed per mile by the internal revenue service, as provided by 
regulation, revenue procedure or revenue ruling promulgated pursuant to 
§ 162 of the Internal Revenue Code (26 U.S.C. § 162), for use of a personal 
vehicle for business purposes, plus an amount to account for any loss to the 
fair market value of the vehicle resulting from damage beyond normal 
wear and tear, unless the damage resulted from nonconformity to an 
express warranty. 

(c) Refunds shall be made to the consumer, and lienholder, if any, as their 
interests appear. This section shall not affect the interests of a lienholder; 
unless the lienholder consents to the replacement of the lien with a correspond- 
ing lien on the vehicle accepted by the consumer in exchange for the vehicle 
having a nonconformity, the lienholder shall be paid in full the amount due on 
the lien, including interest and other charges, before an exchange of automo- 
biles or a refund to the consumer is made. 

(d) In instances where a vehicle that was financed by the manufacturer or 
its subsidiary or agent is replaced under this section, the manufacturer, 
subsidiary or agent shall not require the consumer to enter into any refinanc- 
ing agreement that would create any financial obligations upon the consumer 
beyond those imposed by the original financing agreement. 

(e) It shall be an affirmative defense to any claim under this chapter that: 

(1) An alleged nonconformity does not substantially impair a motor 
vehicle; or 

(2) A nonconformity is the result of abuse, neglect or unauthorized 
modifications or alterations of a motor vehicle by a consumer. 

(f) Funds held by a manufacturer or manufacturer’s distributor that are 
necessary to perform the manufacturer’s or manufacturer’s distributor’s obli- 
gations to consumers under this section are trust funds held in trust by the 
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manufacturer or manufacturer’s distributor for the benefit of any consumer 
who is entitled to the protections and rights afforded under this section. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 857, § 3; T.C.A. § 55-24-2038; 
Acts 2009, ch. 322, § 1. 


Code Commission Notes. Former part 2, 
§§ 55-24-201 to 55-24-212, was transferred to 
part 1, §§ 55-24-101 to 55-24-112, by the code 
commission in 2008. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former part 1, §§ 55-24-101 — 55-24-109 


(Acts 1984, ch. 1004, §§ 1-9), concerning motor 
vehicle warranties, was repealed by Acts 1986, 
ch. 857, § 11. For new law, see §§ 55-24-101 to 
55-24-112. 


Law Reviews. 

Election of Remedies in Tennessee: Making 
the Right Choices (Steven W. Feldman), 37 
Tenn. B.J. 14 (2001). 


55-24-104. Leased vehicles — Refunds. 


(a) In the case of a leased vehicle, refunds will be made to the lessor and 
lessee as follows: The lessee will receive the lessee cost and the lessor will 
receive the lease price less the aggregate deposit and rental payments 
previously paid to the lessor for the leased vehicle. 


(b) For purposes of this section: 


(1) “Lease price” means the aggregate of: 
(A) Lessor’s actual purchase cost; 


(B) Freight, if applicable; 
(C) Accessories, if applicable; 


(D) Any fee paid to another to obtain the lease; and 

(E) An amount equal to five percent (5%) of subdivision (b)(1); 
(2) “Lessee cost” means the aggregate deposit and rental payments 

previously paid to the lessor for the leased vehicle less service fees; and 

(3) “Service fees” means the portion of a lease payment attributable to: 

(A) An amount for earned interest calculated on the rental payments 
previously paid to the lessor for the leased vehicle at an annual rate equal 
to two (2) points above the prime rate in effect on the date of the execution 


of the lease; and 


(B) Any insurance or other costs expended by the lessor for the benefit 


of the lessee. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 857, § 4; T.C.A. § 55-24-204. 


Code Commission Notes. Former part 2, 
§§ 55-24-201 to 55-24-212, was transferred to 
part 1, §§ 55-24-101 to 55-24-112, by the code 
commission in 2008. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 1, §§ 55-24-101 — 55-24-109 
(Acts 1984, ch. 1004, §§ 1-9), concerning motor 
vehicle warranties, was repealed by Acts 1986, 
ch. 857, § 11. For new law, see §§ 55-24-101 to 
55-24-112. 


55-24-105. Presumptions — Term of protection — Notice to manufac- 


turer. 


(a) It shall be presumed that a reasonable number of attempts have been 
undertaken to conform a motor vehicle to the applicable express warranties, if: 
(1) The same nonconformity has been subject to repair three (3) or more 
times by the manufacturer or its agents or authorized dealers during the 
term of protection, but the nonconformity continues to exist; or 
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(2) The vehicle is out of service by reason of repair for a cumulative total 
of thirty (30) or more calendar days during the term of protection. 

(b) The term of protection and the thirty-day period shall be extended by 
any period of time during which repair services are not available to the 
consumer because of a war, invasion, strike or fire, flood or other natural 
disaster. 

(c) It shall be the responsibility of the consumer, or the representative of the 
consumer, prior to proceeding under § 55-24-1038, to give written notification 
by certified mail directly to the manufacturer of the need for the correction or 
repair of the nonconformity. If the address of the manufacturer is not readily 
available to the consumer in the owner’s manual or manufacturer’s warranty 
received by the consumer at the time of purchase of the motor vehicle, the 
written notification shall be mailed to an authorized dealer. The authorized 
dealer shall upon receipt forward the notification to the manufacturer. If, at 
the time the notice is given, either of the conditions set forth in subsection (a) 
already exists, the manufacturer shall be given an additional opportunity after 
receipt of the notification, not to exceed ten (10) days, to correct or repair the 
nonconformity. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 857, § 5; 2003, ch. 22, § 4; 
T.C.A. § 55-24-205. 


Code Commission Notes. Former part 2, 
8§ 55-24-201 to 55-24-212, was transferred to 
part 1, §§ 55-24-101 to 55-24-112, by the code 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 1, §§ 55-24-101 — 55-24-109 » 
(Acts 1984, ch. 1004, §§ 1-9), concerning motor 
vehicle warranties, was repealed by Acts 1986, 
ch. 857, § 11. For new law, see §§$ 55-24-101 to 
55-24-112. 


commission in 2008. 


55-24-106. Informal dispute settlement procedure. 


(a) If a manufacturer has established or participates in an informal dispute 
settlement procedure that complies with the provisions of 16 CFR Part 703, as 
those provisions read on November 3, 1983, and of this chapter, and causes the 
consumer to be notified of the procedure, the provisions of § 55-24-103 
concerning refunds or replacement shall not apply to any consumer who has 
not first resorted to the procedure. The attorney general and reporter shall, 
upon application, issue a determination whether an informal dispute resolu- 
tion mechanism qualifies under this section. 

(b)(1) The informal dispute settlement panel shall determine whether the 

motor vehicle does or does not conform to all applicable express warranties. 

(2) If the motor vehicle does not conform to all applicable express 
warranties, the informal dispute settlement panel shall then determine 
whether the nonconformity substantially impairs the motor vehicle. 

(3) If the nonconformity does substantially impair the motor vehicle, the 
informal dispute settlement panel shall then determine, in accordance with 
this chapter, whether a reasonable number of attempts have been made to 
correct the nonconformity. 

(4) If a reasonable number of attempts have been made to correct the 
nonconformity, the informal dispute settlement panel shall determine 
whether the manufacturer has been given an opportunity to repair the motor 
vehicle as provided in § 55-24-102. 
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(5) If the manufacturer has been given an opportunity to repair the motor 
vehicle as provided in § 55-24-102, the panel shall find that the consumer is 
entitled to refund or replacement as provided in § 55-24-103(a). 

(6) The informal dispute settlement panel shall determine the amount of 
collateral charges, where appropriate. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 1986, ch. 857, § 6; T.C.A. § 55-24-206. Former part 1, §§ 55-24-101 — 55-24-109 
(Acts 1984, ch. 1004, §§ 1-9), concerning motor 
vehicle warranties, was repealed by Acts 1986, 
ch. 857, § 11. For new law, see §§ 55-24-101 to 
55-24-112. 


Code Commission Notes. Former part 2, 
§§ 55-24-201 to 55-24-212, was transferred to 
part 1, §§ 55-24-101 to 55-24-112, by the code 
commission in 2008. 


55-24-107. Statute of limitations. 


(a) Any action brought under this chapter shall be commenced within six (6) 
months following: 
(1) Expiration of the express warranty term; or 
(2) One (1) year following the date of original delivery of the motor vehicle 
to a consumer, whichever is the later date. 

(b) The statute of limitations shall be tolled for the period beginning on the 
date when the consumer submits a dispute to an informal dispute settlement 
procedure as provided in § 55-24-106 and ending on the date of its decision or 
the date before which the manufacturer, its agent or its authorized dealer is 
required by the decision to fulfill its terms, whichever comes later. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 1986, ch. 857, § 7; T.C.A. § 55-24-207. Former part 1, §§ 55-24-101 — 55-24-109 
(Acts 1984, ch. 1004, §§ 1-9), concerning motor 


Code Comin Sain Naber Phi vehicle warranties, was repealed by Acts 1986, 


8§ 55-24-201 to 55-24-212, was transferred to 
part 1, §§ 55-24-101 to 55-24-112, by the code Ch: 857, § 11. For new law, see §§ 55-24-101 to 
commission in 2008. 55-24-112. 


55-24-108. Recovery of costs and expenses — Attorneys’ fees. 


If a consumer finally prevails in any action brought under this chapter, the 
consumer may be allowed by the court to recover as part of the judgment a sum 
equal to the aggregate amount of costs and expenses, including attorneys’ fees 
based on actual time expended, determined by the court to have been 
reasonably incurred by the plaintiff for or in connection with the commence- 
ment and prosecution of the action. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 1986, ch. 857, § 8; T.C.A. § 55-24-208. Former part 1, §§ 55-24-101 — 55-24-109 
Chas! COM te weil Va (Acts 1984, ch. 1004, §§ 1-9), concerning motor 
§§ 55-24-201 to 55-24-212 rai iti PE 4 éf vehicle warranties, was repealed by Acts 1986, 


part 1, §§ 55-24-101 to 55-24-112, by the code ch. 857, § 11. For new law, see §§ 55-24-101 to 
commission in 2008. 55-24-112. 


55-24-109. Copy of repair order to consumer. 


A manufacturer, its agent or authorized dealer shall provide to the con- 
sumer, each time the consumer’s vehicle is returned from being serviced or 
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repaired, a copy of the repair order indicating all work performed on the 
vehicle, including, but not limited to, parts and labor provided without cost or 
at reduced cost because of shop or manufacturer’s warranty, the date the 
vehicle was submitted for repair, the date it was returned to the consumer, and 


the odometer reading. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 857, § 9; T.C.A. § 55-24-209. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 1, §§ 55-24-101 — 55-24-109 
(Acts 1984, ch. 1004, §§ 1-9), concerning motor 
vehicle warranties, was repealed by Acts 1986, 
ch. 857, § 11. For new law, see §§ 55-24-101 to 
55-24-112. 


Code Commission Notes. Former part 2, 
8§ 55-24-201 to 55-24-212, was transferred to 
part 1, §§ 55-24-101 to 55-24-112, by the code 
commission in 2008. 


55-24-110. Election of remedies. 


(a) Nothing in this chapter shall in any way limit the rights or remedies that 
are otherwise available to a consumer under any other law. 

(b) In no event shall a consumer who has resorted to an informal dispute 
settlement procedure be precluded from seeking the rights or remedies 
available by law. However, if the consumer elects to pursue any other remedy 
in state or federal court, the remedy available under this chapter shall not be 
available insofar as it would result in recovery in excess of the recovery 
authorized by § 55-24-1083 without proof of fault resulting in damages in 
excess of the recovery. 

(c) Any agreement entered into by a consumer for, or in connection with, the 
purchase or lease of a new motor vehicle that waives, limits or disclaims the 
rights set forth in this chapter shall be void as contrary to public policy. These 
rights shall inure to a subsequent transferee of the motor vehicle. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 857, § 10; T.C.A. § 55-24-210. 


(Acts 1984, ch. 1004, §§ 1-9), concerning motor 
vehicle warranties, was repealed by Acts 1986, 
ch. 857, § 11. For new law, see §§ 55-24-101 to 


Code Commission Notes. Former part 2, 55-24-112. 


§§ 55-24-201 to 55-24-212, was transferred to 
part 1, §§ 55-24-101 to 55-24-112, by the code 


as te Law Reviews. 
commission in 2008. 


Election of Remedies in Tennessee: Making 
the Right Choices (Steven W. Feldman), 37 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Tenn. B.J. 14 (2001). 


Former part 1, §§ 55-24-101 — 55-24-109 
NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Lemon Law. does not prevent the trial judge from also 


Where, under the state’s lemon law, the trial 
judge orders a manufacturer to take back an 
automobile and refund the sales price to the 
purchaser, the doctrine of election of remedies 


awarding damages against the dealer. Garrett 
v. Mazda Motors of America, 844 S.W.2d 178, 
1992 Tenn. App. LEXIS 662 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1992). 


55-24-111. Commencing actions against sellers or lessors. 


No action shall be commenced or maintained under this chapter against the 
seller or lessor of a motor vehicle unless the seller or lessor is also the 
manufacturer, or unless the manufacturer of the motor vehicle is not subject to 
service of process in this state, or service cannot be secured by this state’s 
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long-arm statutes, or unless the manufacturer has been judicially declared 


insolvent. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 857, § 12; T.C.A. § 55-24-211. 


Code Commission Notes. Former part 2, 
$§ 55-24-201 to 55-24-212, was transferred to 
part 1, §§ 55-24-101 to 55-24-112, by the code 
commission in 2008. . 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 1, §§ 55-24-101 — 55-24-109 
(Acts 1984, ch. 1004, §§ 1-9), concerning motor 
vehicle warranties, was repealed by Acts 1986, 
ch. 857, § 11. For new law, see §§ 55-24-101 to 
55-24-112. 


55-24-112. Manufacturer’s warranty — Disclosure to purchaser. 


Any business entity that purchases a fleet of new motor vehicles, titles the 
motor vehicles in the business entity's name and sells the vehicles to an 
individual purchaser shall disclose in writing any remaining manufacturer’s 
warranty on the motor vehicles to the purchaser. 


History. 
Acts 1994, ch. 672, § 1; T.C.A. § 55-24-212. 


Code Commission Notes. Former part 2, 
§§ 55-24-201 to 55-24-212, was transferred to 
part 1, §§ 55-24-101 to 55-24-112, by the code 
commission in 2008. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former part 1, §§ 55-24-101 — 55-24-109 
(Acts 1984, ch. 1004, §§ 1-9), concerning motor 
vehicle warranties, was repealed by Acts 1986, 
ch. 857, § 11. For new law, see §§ 55-24-101 to 
55-24-112. 


CHAPTER 25 
UNIFORM MOTOR VEHICLE RECORDS DISCLOSURE 
ACT 

Section 

55-25-101. Short title. 

55-25-102. Purpose. 

55-25-103. Chapter definitions. 

55-25-104. Disclosure of personal information prohibited. 

55-25-105. Disclosure for safety, environmental, and federal compliance purposes. [Amendment 
contingent on funding by the federal selective service system. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.] 

55-25-106. Consent. 

55-25-107. Disclosure for certain purposes. 

55-25-108. [Reserved.] 

55-25-109. Ascertainment of requesting party’s identity. 

55-25-110. [Reserved.] 

55-25-111. Rules and regulations. 

55-25-112. Penalty for violations. 


55-25-101. Short title. 


This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Uniform Motor Vehicle 


Records Disclosure Act.” 
History. 
Acts 1996, ch. 745, § 13. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former §§ 55-25-101 — 55-25-107, concern- 


ing motorcycle rider education and safety, were 
transferred to chapter 51 of this title in 1988. 


Cross-References. | 
Confidentiality of public records, § 10-7-504. 


825 


RECORDS DISCLOSURE ACT 


55-25-103 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Constitutionality. 
2. Redactions Permissible. 


1. Constitutionality. 

Trial court correctly concluded that the limi- 
tations on the right to access contained in the 
Tennessee Uniform Motor Vehicle Record Dis- 
closure Act, T.C.A. § 55-25-101 et seq., did not 
violate Tenn. Const. art. I, § 19, as the Consti- 
tution did not provide for an unrestricted right 
of access by the public to examine the proceed- 
ings of the Legislature or of any other branch of 
government. Moncier v. Harris, — S.W.3d —, 


5, 2018), appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 2018 
Tenn, LEXIS 479 (Tenn. Aug. 10, 2018). 


2. Redactions Permissible. 

State officials established that redacting ad- 
dresses from the requested records was re- 
quired under the the Tennessee Uniform Motor 
Vehicle Record Disclosure Act, T.C.A. § 55-25- 
101 et seq. and 18 U.S.C.S. § 2721 given the 
volume of seizure cases and number of law 
enforcement agencies involved. Moncier v. Har- 
ris, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. App. LEXIS 176 
(Tenn. Ct. App. Apr. 5, 2018), appeal denied, — 
S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. LEXIS 479 (Tenn. Aug. 


2018 Tenn. App. LEXIS 176 (Tenn. Ct. App. Apr. 10, 2018). 


55-25-102. Purpose. 


The purpose of this chapter is to implement the federal Drivers’ Privacy 
Protection Act of 1994 (DPPA) (Title XXX of Public Law 103-322) (18 U.S.C. 
§§ 2721 — 2725), in order to protect the interest of individuals in their 
personal privacy of prohibiting the disclosure and use of personal information 
contained in their motor vehicle records, except as authorized by. these 
individuals or by law. 


Cross-References. 
Confidentiality of public records, § 10-7-504. 


History. 
Acts 1996, ch. 745, § 2. 


55-25-103. Chapter definitions. 


As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Department” means the department of safety, the department of 
revenue and the county clerk’s office when acting as an agent of these 
departments, or the duly authorized agents or contractors thereof, respon- 
sible to compile and maintain motor vehicle records; 

(2) “Disclose” means to engage in any practice or conduct to make 
available and make known personal information contained in a motor 
vehicle record about a person to any person, organization or entity, by any 
means of communication; 

(3) “Express consent” means consent in writing, including consent con- 
veyed electronically that bears an electronic signature as defined in 15 
U.S.C. § 7006(5); 

(4) “Highly restricted personal information” means an individual’s photo- 
graph or image, social security number, medical or disability information; 

(5) “Individual record” is a motor vehicle record containing personal 
information about a designated person who is the subject of the record as 
identified in a request; 

(6) “Motor vehicle record” means any records that pertain to a motor 
vehicle operator’s or driver license or permit, motor vehicle registration, 
motor vehicle title, or identification document issued by a department of 
safety, or other state or local agency authorized to issue any of these forms 
of credentials; 
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(7) “Person” means an individual, organization or entity, but does not 
include this state or an agency of this state; 

(8) “Personal information” means information that identifies a person, 
including an individual’s photograph, or computerized image, social security 
number, driver identification number, name, address excluding the five-digit 
zip code, telephone number, and medical or disability information, but does 
not include information on vehicular accidents, driving or equipment-related 
violations, and driver license or registration status; and 

(9) “Record” includes all books, papers, photographs, photostats, cards, 
films, tapes, recordings, electronic data, printouts or other documentary 
materials regardless of physical form or characteristics. 


History. 
Acts 1996, ch. 745, § 3; 2007, ch. 484, § 111. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Crash Report. 

Under subsection (6), a crash report does not 
meet the definition of a “motor vehicle record” 
as that term is defined in the Uniform Motor 
Vehicle Records Disclosure Act inasmuch as a 
crash report is not synonymous with a motor 


vehicle operator’s or driver license or permit, 
motor vehicle registration, motor vehicle title, 
or identification document. Jetmore v. City of 
Memphis, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
476 (Tenn. Ct. App. Sept. 26, 2019). 


55-25-104. Disclosure of personal information prohibited. 


Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, except as provided in 
§§ 55-25-105 — 55-25-107, the department, and any officer, employee, agent or 
contractor thereof, shall not disclose personal information about any person 
obtained by the department in connection with a motor vehicle record. 


History. 
Acts 1996, ch. 745, § 4. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Crash Report. 

Trial court erred in denying a citizen’s re- 
quest for attorney’s fees because a city acted 
willfully in violating the Public Records Act by 
failing to promptly make complete crash re- 
ports available upon request; the prohibition 
against disclosure of personal information in 


motor vehicle records provided in the Uniform 
Motor Vehicle Records Disclosure Act did not 
preclude disclosure of personal information in 
the crash reports the city was required to make 
available as public records. Jetmore v. City of 
Memphis, — S.W.3d —, 2019 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
476 (Tenn. Ct. App. Sept. 26, 2019). 


55-25-105. Disclosure for safety, environmental, and federal compli- 
ance purposes. [Amendment contingent on funding by the 
federal selective service system. See the Compiler’s Notes.] 


(a) Personal information referred to in § 55-25-104 shall be disclosed for use 
in connection with matters of motor vehicle or driver safety and theft, motor 
vehicle emissions, motor vehicle product alterations, recalls, or advisories, 
performance monitoring of motor vehicles and dealers by motor vehicle 
manufacturers, and removal of nonowner records from the original owner 
records of motor vehicle manufacturers to carry out the purposes of the Federal 
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Automobile Information Disclosure Act (15 U.S.C. § 1231 et seq.), the Motor 
Vehicle Information and Cost Savings Act (15 U.S.C. § 1901 et seq.), the 
National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 (15 U.S.C. § 1381 et 
seq.), the Anti-Car Theft Act of 1992 (15 U.S.C. § 2021 et seq.), and the Clean 
Air Act (42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq.), as amended, and all statutes and agency 
regulations enacted or adopted pursuant to the authority of, or to attain 
compliance with, these acts of congress. 

(b) [Effective December 1, 2002, if contingency met.] Personal informa- 
tion referred to in § 55-25-104 shall be disclosed for use in connection with 


matters concerning the federal selective services system. 


History. 
Acts 1996, ch. 745, § 5; 2002, ch. 781, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

The Motor Vehicle Information and Cost Sav- 
ings Act, referred to in this section, was re- 
pealed on July 5, 1994, except for rights and 
duties that matured, penalties that were in- 
curred, and proceedings that were begun before 
enactment. Similar provisions appear as 49 
U.S.C. § 32101 et seq. 

The National Traffic and Motor Vehicle 
Safety Act, referred to in this section, was 
repealed July 5, 1994. The subject matter for- 
merly covered in this section is now covered 
generally in 49 U.S,C. § 30101 et seq. 

The Anti-Car Theft Act of 1992, referred to in 
this section, was repealed July 5, 1994, except 
for rights and duties that matured, penalties 
that were incurred, and proceedings that were 
begun before enactment. 

Acts 2002, ch. 781, § 1 amended this section 
by adding (b) effective December 1, 2002; how- 
ever, as provided in § 5 of that act, the act shall 
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only be effective if the federal selective service 
system pays for computer programming fees 
necessitated pursuant to the provisions of that 
act. The commissioner of safety shall certify to 
the commissioner of finance and administra- 
tion and to the executive secretary of the Ten- 
nessee code commission that the department 
has received sufficient funding from the federal 
selective service system to implement the com- 
puter programming necessitated pursuant to 
the provisions of the act. The section as set out 
above reflects the amendment by ch. 781. 

Acts 2002, ch. 781, § 4 provided that nothing 
in that act shall be construed as requiring the 
department of safety to upgrade any computer 
operating system in use on December 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 781. § 5 provided that subsec- 
tion (b) shall apply to all male United States 
citizens or immigrants at least eighteen (18) 
years of age but less than twenty-six years of 
age who are applying for issuance, renewal or 
duplication of any intermediate driver license, 
driver license or photo identification license on 
or after December 1, 2002. 


Personal information referred to in § 55-25-104 may be disclosed to any 
requesting person, if the person demonstrates, in the form and manner the 
department prescribes, that such person has obtained the written consent of 
the person who is the subject of the information. 


History. 
Acts 1996, ch. 745, § 6. 


55-25-107. Disclosure for certain purposes. 


(a) The department, or any officer, employee, or contractor of the depart- 
ment, shall not knowingly disclose or otherwise make available to any person 


or entity: 


(1) Personal information about any person obtained by the department in 
connection with a motor vehicle record, except as provided in this section; or 
(2) Highly restricted personal information about any person obtained by 
the department in connection with a motor vehicle record, without the 
express consent of the person to whom that information applies, except uses 
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permitted in subdivisions (b)(1), (b)(4), (b)(6), and (b)(9); provided, however, 

that this subdivision (a)(2) shall not in any way affect the administration of 

organ donation initiatives in this state. 

(b) Personal information referred to in subsection (a) shall be disclosed for 
use in connection with matters of motor vehicle or driver safety and theft, 
motor vehicle emissions, motor vehicle product alterations, recalls, or adviso- 
ries, performance monitoring of motor vehicles and dealers by motor vehicle - 
manufacturers, and removal of nonowner records from the original owner 
records of motor vehicle manufacturers to carry out the purposes of Titles I and 
IV of the federal Anti-Car Theft Act of 1992 (15 U.S.C. § 2021 et seq.), the 
federal Automobile Information Disclosure Act (15 U.S.C. § 1231 et seq.), the 
federal Clean Air Act of 1992 (42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq., 49 U.S.C. § 30101 et 
seq., 49 U.S.C. § 30501 et seq., 49 U.S.C. § 32101 et seq., 49 U.S.C. § 33101 
et seq.), and, subject to subdivision (a)(2), may be disclosed for use as follows: 

(1) By any government agency, including any court or law enforcement 
agency, in carrying out its functions, or any private person or entity acting on 
behalf of a federal, state or local agency in carrying out its functions; 

(2) In connection with matters of motor vehicle or driver safety and theft, 
motor vehicle emissions, motor vehicle product alterations, recalls, or 
advisories, performance monitoring of motor vehicles, motor vehicle parts 
and dealers, motor vehicle market research activities, including survey 
research, and removal of nonowner records from the original owner records 
of motor vehicle manufacturers; 

(3) In the normal course of business by a legitimate business or its agents, 
employees, or contractors, but only: 

(A) To verify the accuracy of personal information submitted by the 
individual to the business or its agents, employees, or contractors; and 

(B) Ifthe information so submitted is not correct or is no longer correct, 
to obtain the correct information, but only for purposes of preventing fraud 
by, pursuing legal remedies against, or recovering on a debt or security 
interest against the individual; 

(4) In connection with any civil, criminal, administrative, or arbitral 
proceeding in any federal, state, or local court or agency or before any 
self-regulatory body, including the service of process, investigation in antici- 
pation of litigation, and the execution or enforcement of judgments and 
orders, or pursuant to an order of a federal, state or local court; 

(5) In research activities, and for use in producing statistical reports, so 
long as the personal information is not published, redisclosed, or used to 
contact individuals; 

(6) By any insurer or insurance support organization, or by a self-insured 
entity, or its agents, employees, or contractors, in connection with claims 
investigation activities, antifraud activities, rating or underwriting; 

(7) In providing notice to the owners of towed or impounded vehicles; 

(8) By any licensed private investigative agency or licensed security 
service for any purpose permitted under this subsection (b); 

(9) By an employer or its agent or insurer to obtain or verify information 
relating to a holder of a commercial driver license that is required under 49 
U.S.C. § 313801 et seq.; 
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(10) In connection with the operation of private toll transportation 
facilities; 

(11) For any other use in response to requests for individual motor vehicle 
records if the state has obtained the express consent of the person to whom 
the personal information pertains; 

(12) In bulk distribution for surveys, marketing or solicitations if the 
state has obtained the express consent of the person to whom the personal 
information pertains; 

(13) By any requester, if the requester demonstrates it has obtained the 
written consent of the individual to whom the information pertains; and 

(14) For any other use specifically authorized under the law of this state, 
if that use is related to the operation of a motor vehicle or public safety. 
(c) An authorized recipient of personal information, except a recipient under 

subdivision (b)(11) or (b)(12), may resell or redisclose the information only for 
use permitted under subsection (b), but not for uses under subdivision (b)(11) 
or (b)(12). An authorized recipient under subdivision (b)(11) may resell or 
redisclose personal information for any purpose. An authorized recipient under 
subdivision (b)(12) may resell or redisclose personal information pursuant to 
subdivision (b)(12). Any authorized recipient, except a recipient under subdi- 
vision (b)(11), that resells or rediscloses personal information covered by this 
section shall keep for a period of five (5) years records identifying each person 
or entity that receives information and the permitted purpose for which the 
information will be used and shall make those records available to the 
department of revenue or the department of safety upon request. 

(d) The department of revenue or the department of safety may establish 
and carry out procedures under which the department or its agents, upon 
receiving a request for personal information that does not fall within one (1) of 
the exceptions in subsection (b), may mail a copy of the request to the 
individual about whom the information was requested, informing that indi- 
vidual of the request, together with a statement to the effect that the 
information shall not be released unless the individual waives the individual’s 
right to privacy under this section. 

(e) Under no circumstances may the department of revenue or the depart- 
ment of safety condition or burden in any way the issuance of an individual’s 
motor vehicle record to obtain express consent for the disclosure of that record. 
Nothing in this subsection (e) shall be construed to prohibit the department of 
revenue or the department of safety from charging an administrative fee for 
issuance of a motor vehicle record. 

(f) Motor vehicle records, personal information, or highly restricted personal 
information shall be disclosed to any person by the department of revenue or 
the department of safety upon proof of the identity of the person requesting the 
record or information and representation by that person that the use of the 
personal information shall be strictly limited to one (1) or more of the 
permitted uses described in this section. 

(g) Before issuing motor vehicle records, personal information, or highly 
restricted personal information, the department of revenue or the department 
of safety may require any person, federal, state, or local governmental agency 
requesting that information, or each of the requesting entity’s contractors, 


55-25-108 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 830 
officers or individuals in the employ of that person or governmental agency 
that will have access to the information, to execute a confidentiality agreement 
stating that the recipient, or the recipient’s contractor, officer or employee, as 
the case may be, shall comply with the confidentiality provisions of this section 
and shall limit the use of the information to those uses specifically permissible 
under this section. 

(h) No person, governmental agency, or contractor, officer or employee 
thereof who receives information under this section shall disclose that infor- 
mation to any person other than the person to whom it relates, except as 
otherwise may be authorized by this section or other applicable law. 


History. Attorney General Opinions. 
Acts 1996, ch. 745, § 7; 2007, ch. 484, § 112; Commercial use of motor vehicle records, 
2013, ‘ch. 188, $7: OAG 97-124, 1997 Tenn. AG LEXIS 157 


Cross-References. (9/02/97). 


Confidentiality of public records, § 10-7-504. 
NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Knowing Disclosure Prohibited. addresses for a nonpermitted purpose. Moncier 
Disclosure of the addresses from the re-  v. Harris, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
quested records would have constituted a 176 (Tenn. Ct. App. Apr. 5, 2018), appeal de- 


knowing disclosure under T.C.A. § 55-25- nied, — S.W3d —, 2018 Tenn. LEXIS 479 
107(a)(1) and 18 U.S.C.S. § 2721(a) where the (Tenn. Aug. 10, 2018). 


attorney disclosed that he intended to use the 


55-25-108. [Reserved.| 


55-25-109. Ascertainment of requesting party’s identity. 


The department may, prior to disclosure of personal information as permit- 
ted under §§ 55-25-105 — 55-25-107 require the meeting of conditions by 
requesting the person for the purposes of obtaining reasonable assurance 
concerning the identity of the requesting person, and, to the extent required, 
that the use will be only as authorized, or the consent of the person which is the 
subject of the information has been obtained. These conditions may include, 
but need not be limited to, the making and filing of written application in a 
form and containing any information and certification requirements as the 
department may prescribe. 


History. 
Acts 1996, ch. 745, § 9. 


55-25-110. [Reserved.] 


55-25-111. Rules and regulations. 


The department is authorized to adopt administrative regulations to carry 
out the purposes of this chapter. The regulations may include procedures 
under which the department, upon receiving a request for personal informa- 
tion that is not subject to disclosure in accordance with the exception 
provisions of §§ 55-25-105 — 55-25-107, may mail a copy of the request to each 
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individual who is the subject of the information, informing the individual of the 
request, together with a statement to the effect that disclosure is prohibited 
and will not be made unless the individual affirmatively elects to waive the 
individual’s right to privacy under this chapter. 


History. 
Acts 1996, ch. 745, § 11. 


55-25-112. Penalty for violations. 


Any person requesting the disclosure of personal information from depart- 
ment records who misrepresents that person’s identity or makes a false 
statement to the department on any application required to be submitted 
pursuant to this chapter commits a Class C misdemeanor, punishable only by 
a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000). 


History. 
Acts 1996, ch. 745, § 12. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
1 15 


CHAPTER 26 
PEDAL CARRIAGES AND RICKSHAWS 


Section 
55-26-101. Chapter definitions. 
55-26-102. Local ordinances. 


55-26-101. Chapter definitions. 


As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Pedal carriage,” also known as “quadricycle,” means a nonmotorized 
bicycle with four (4) or more wheeis operated by one (1) or more persons for 
the purpose of, or capable of, transporting additional passengers in seats or 
on a platform made a part of or otherwise attached to the pedal carriage. 
“Pedal carriage” does not include a bicycle with trainer or beginner wheels 
affixed thereto, nor shall it include a wheelchair or other vehicle with the 
purpose of operation by or for the transportation of a disabled person, nor 
does it include a tricycle built for a child or an adult with a seat for only one 
(1) operator and no passenger; and 

(2) “Rickshaw,” also known as “pedicab,” means a nonmotorized bicycle 
with three (3) wheels operated by one (1) person for the purpose of, or 
capable of, transporting additional passengers in seats or on a platform 
made a part of or otherwise attached to the rickshaw. “Rickshaw” does not 
include a bicycle built for two (2) where the operators are seated one behind 
the other, nor shall it include the operation of a bicycle with trainer or 
beginner wheels affixed thereto, nor does it include a wheelchair or other 
vehicle with the purpose of operation by or for the transportation of a 
disabled person. 
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History. 
Acts 1999, ch. 1385, § 1. 


55-26-102. Local ordinances. 


By ordinance of its legislative body, any municipality or metropolitan 
government may authorize, regulate, and control the commercial use of pedal 
carriages and rickshaws as modes of transportation-for-hire within entertain- 
ment, dining, scenic and/or historic areas of the center city. The ordinances 
shall be reasonably related to promotion and protection of the health, safety 
and welfare of operators, passengers, pedestrians, motorists and others 
visiting or working within the center city. 


History. 
Acts 1999, ch. 135, § 1; 2019, ch. 150, § 1. 
CHAPTER 27 
FUNDS HELD IN TRUST BY DEALERS, DISTRIBUTORS 
AND MANUFACTURERS 
Section 


55-27-101. Chapter definitions. 

55-27-102. Funds held in trust by a dealer. 
55-27-103. Funds held in trust by a manufacturer. 
55-27-104. Funds held in trust by a distributor. 
55-27-105. Status of funds. 

55-27-106. Security interest in funds. 


55-27-101. Chapter definitions. 


The definitions in chapter 17 of this title shall also apply to those defined 
terms used in this chapter. 


History. provisions of the act are declaratory of existing 
Acts 2009, ch. 322, § 2. law in the state of Tennessee and merely codify 


Compilers NOtee. the existing policies concerning the subject. 


Acts 2009, ch. 322, § 3(a) provided that the 


55-27-102. Funds held in trust by a dealer. 


All funds received by a dealer in a transaction involving the purchase or 
trade-in, or both, of a motor vehicle intended by the parties to the transaction 
to be used to: 

(1) Satisfy obligations secured by a lien or other security interest in a 
motor vehicle or other tangible personal property taken by the dealer as a 
trade-in in partial or complete consideration for the purchase of a motor 
vehicle; 

(2) Pay to the taxing authorities the sales or use tax collected by the 
dealer on the sale of a motor vehicle; or 

(3) Pay the fees imposed for the transfer of title, registration and licensing 
of the vehicle; 

are trust funds held in trust by the dealer for the benefit of the purchaser 
and/or the holder of the obligations secured by the lien or other security 
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interest and/or the taxing authorities and registration officials, as their 
respective interests may appear. 


History. 
Acts 2009, ch. 322, § 2. 


55-27-103. Funds held in trust by a manufacturer. 


Funds held by a manufacturer that are necessary to perform the obligations 
of the manufacturer to dealers or customers described in this section are trust 
funds held in trust by the manufacturer for the benefit of any dealer or 
customer to whom the obligation is owed: 

(1) Dealer holdbacks that are funds owed to a dealer by the manufacturer 
pursuant to an agreement between the parties calculated as a percentage of 
the manufacturer’s suggested retail price of a vehicle sold by the manufac- 
turer to the dealer, that accrue at the time the dealer sells the motor vehicle 
to a customer at retail and are to be paid to the dealer in monthly, quarterly 
or other installments; 

(2) Interest credits that are funds that become owed by a manufacturer to 
a dealer in an amount or percentage agreed upon by the parties at the time 
the dealer takes delivery of a motor vehicle purchased by the dealer from the 
manufacturer that are intended to pay the dealer a portion of the interest or 
other carrying charges incurred by the dealer in financing or floor planning 
its inventory of new motor vehicles; 

(3) Marketing stimulus credits that are funds the manufacturer has 
agreed to pay to the dealer based upon a percentage of the manufacturer’s 
invoices for certain model years of motor vehicles sold to the dealer by the 
manufacturer that become payable upon the dealer taking delivery of the 
vehicles in accordance with the terms of the agreement between the parties; 

(4) Customer rebates that are funds in an amount that a manufacturer 
determines and agrees to extend to customers who purchase certain motor 
vehicles and that become due and payable by the manufacturer at the time 
the customer purchases a qualifying motor vehicle, whether the right to 
receipt of the rebate is retained by the customer or assigned to the dealer by 
the customer at the time the sale of the vehicle takes place; 

(5) Dealer cash rebates including concessions that are amounts of money 
that a manufacturer has agreed to pay to a dealer that become due at the 
time of sale of a vehicle and payable to the dealer according to the terms of 
the agreement of the parties; 

(6) Credit card rewards that are amounts of money that the holder of a 
credit card sponsored by a manufacturer can accrue and accumulate that can 
be used by the holder as partial payment for the purchase from a dealer of 
a new motor vehicle made by the manufacturer or an affiliate of the 
manufacturer and that the holder becomes entitled to use by the purchase of 
the vehicle and has been assigned to the dealer by the holder or by operation 
of law or contract; 

(7) Advertising funds that are amounts charged by the manufacturer to a 
dealer as a percentage of the invoice price of a motor vehicle sold by the 
manufacturer to the dealer that are intended to be held by the manufacturer 
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for the benefit of the dealer and used to reimburse the dealer for advertising 
expenses incurred by the dealer that meet the requirements imposed by the 
agreement between the manufacturer and the dealer; 

(8) Employee or supplier discounts that are the amounts that a manufac- 
turer has agreed to pay to a dealer as additional consideration for the sale of 
a motor vehicle computed as either a fixed amount or percentage of the sales 
price of a motor vehicle sold by the dealer under a manufacturer’s employees 
and suppliers plan and that become due to the dealer at the time of sale of 
a vehicle to the employee or supplier pursuant to the manufacturer’s plan, 
and that become payable to the dealer in accordance with the terms of the 
plan or other agreement between the manufacturer and the dealer; 

(9) Employee buyout vouchers that are contractual arrangements under 
which a manufacturer provides to an employee upon termination or as a 
bonus a voucher in a predetermined amount that the employee is entitled to 
use as a means of payment or partial payment for a new motor vehicle 
manufactured by the manufacturer or an affiliate of the manufacturer, and 
that a dealer has become entitled to be paid at the time of its acceptance from 
the employee by the dealer upon sale of a qualifying motor vehicle; and 

(10) Warranty payments that are payments that a manufacturer becomes 
obligated to pay to a dealer or other repair facility for the cost of parts, labor 
and associated taxes and other charges incurred in performing repairs or 
other services to a motor vehicle covered by a vehicle warranty extended or 
provided by the manufacturer with respect to the motor vehicle that become 
due at the time the parts, repairs or services are provided and are payable 
under the terms of the warranty or other agreement. 


History. 
Acts 2009, ch. 322, § 2. 


55-27-104. Funds held in trust by a distributor. 


Funds held by a manufacturer’s distributor of motor vehicles that are 
described in one (1) or more of § 55-27-103(1)-(10), as to which the distributor 
is obligated to a dealer or customer, are trust funds held in trust by the 
manufacturer’s distributor for the benefit of any dealer or customer to whom 
the obligation is owed. 


History. 
Acts 2009, ch. 322, § 2. 


55-27-105. Status of funds. 


The trust fund status of any funds provided for under this chapter and 
chapter 24 of this title shall not be defeated by an inability to identify and trace 
the existence of the specific, precise funds in the account or accounts of the 
party holding the funds. 


History. 
Acts 2009, ch. 322, § 2. 
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55-27-106. Security interest in funds. 


(a) A party holding trust funds provided for under this chapter and chapter 
24 of this title may not grant to any third party any security or other interest 
in the trust funds. | 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), for any manufacturer which, as a result 
of restructuring or other means, ten percent (10%) or more of the outstanding 
common stock is or was at any time owned by an entity or agency of the United 
States government, subsection (a) shall only apply to trust funds owed by such 
manufacturer to a dealer on or within three hundred ninety-five (395) days 
prior to the filing by or against that manufacturer of a petition for relief under 
title 11 of the United States Code; provided, however, that nothing in this 
subsection (b) shall diminish any rights otherwise afforded by Tennessee 
common law or other applicable Tennessee authority that existed prior to the 


enactment of this subsection (b) or any amendment thereto. 


History. 


Acts 2009, ch. 322, § 2; 2011, ch. 294, $ 1. 


CHAPTER 28 


TENNESSEE RECREATION VEHICLE FRANCHISE ACT 


Section 


55-28-101. 
55-28-101. 
55-28-103. 
55-28-104. 


55-28-105. 
55-28-106. 


55-28-107. 
55-28-108. 
55-28-109. 


55-28-110. 
55-28-111. 


OF 2016 


Short title. 

Chapter definitions. 

Manufacturer/dealer agreement. 

Termination, cancellation, or failure to renew manufacturer/dealer agreement by 
manufacturer or distributor. 

Termination or cancellation of manufacturer/dealer agreement by dealer. 

Change in ownership by dealer — Objection — Succession to dealership by family 
member of deceased, incapacitated, or retired dealer. 

Warranty claims; violations by warrantor or dealer. 

Failure to indemnify and hold harmless. 

Notice of damaged recreational vehicle — Reversion — Timeframe for inspection and 
rejection — Rejection of recreational vehicle with unreasonable amount of miles on 
odometer. 

Coercion or attempted coercion of dealer prohibited. 

Civil action for damages — Demand for mediation — Injunctive relief. 


55-28-101. Short title. 


This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Tennessee Recreation 
Vehicle Franchise Act of 2016.” 


History. 


Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 11. 


Code Commission Notes. 
781, § 11 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54- 
101 — 55-54-111, but the chapter has been 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 
act, which enacted this chapter, shall apply to 
new or renewed manufacturer/dealer agree- 
ments entered into on or after July 1, 2017. 


Acts 2016, ch. 


redesignated as chapter 28, §§ 55-28-101 — 
55-28-111 by authority of the Code Commis- 


sion. 
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55-28-102. Chapter definitions. 


As used in this chapter: 

(1) “Area of sales responsibility” means the geographical area, agreed to 
by the dealer and the manufacturer in the manufacturer/dealer agreement, 
within which area the dealer has the exclusive right to display and sell the 
manufacturer’s new recreational vehicles of a particular line-make to the 
retail public; 

(2) “Dealer” means any person, firm, corporation, or business entity 
licensed or required to be licensed under this chapter or chapter 17, part 4 
of this title; 

(3) “Distributor” means any person, firm, corporation, or business entity 
that purchases new recreational vehicles for resale to dealers; 

(4) “Factory campaign” means an effort on the part of a warrantor to . 
contact recreational vehicle owners or dealers in order to address a part or 
equipment issue; 

(5) “Family member” means a spouse, child, grandchild, parent, sibling, 
niece, or nephew, or the spouse of such family member; 

(6) “Fifth wheel trailer” means a vehicle, mounted on wheels, designed to 
provide temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use of 
such size and weight as to not require a special highway movement permit 
and designed to be towed by a motorized vehicle that contains a towing 
mechanism mounted above or forward of the tow vehicle’s rear axle; 

(7) “Folding camping trailer” means a vehicle mounted on wheels and 
constructed with collapsible partial side walls that fold for towing by another 
vehicle and unfold at the campsite to provide temporary living quarters for 
recreational, camping, or travel use; 

(8) “Line-make” means a specific series of recreational vehicles that: 

(A) Are identified by a common series trade name or trademark; 

(B) Are targeted to a particular market segment, as determined by their 
decor, features, equipment, size, weight, and price range; 

(C) Have lengths and interior floor plans that distinguish the recre- 
ational vehicles from other recreational vehicles with substantially the 
same decor, equipment, features, price, and weight; 

(D) Belong to a single, distinct classification of recreational vehicle 
product type having a substantial degree of commonality in the construc- 
tion of the chassis, frame, and body; and 

(E) The manufacturer/dealer agreement authorizes a dealer to sell; 
(9) “Manufacturer” means any person, firm, corporation, or business 

entity that engages in the manufacturing of recreational vehicles; 

(10) “Manufacturer/dealer agreement” means a written agreement or 
contract entered into between a manufacturer and a dealer that fixes the 
rights and responsibilities of the parties and pursuant to which the dealer 
sells new recreational vehicles; } 

(11) “Motor home” means a motorized vehicle designed to provide tempo- 
rary living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use. The vehicle 
must contain at least four (4) of the following permanently installed 
independent life support systems which meet the National Fire Protection 
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Association Standard for Recreational Vehicles: 

(A) A cooking facility with an on-board fuel source; 

(B) A potable water supply system that includes at least a sink, faucet, 
and water tank with an exterior service supply connection; 

(C) A toilet with exterior evacuation; 

(D) A gas or electric refrigerator; 

(EK) A heating or air conditioning system with an on-board power or fuel 
source separate from the vehicle engine; or 

(F) An electric power system separate from the vehicle engine; 

(12) “Proprietary part” means any part manufactured by or for and sold 
exclusively by a manufacturer; 

(13) “Recreational vehicle”: 

(A) Means a vehicle which is either self-propelled or towed by a 
consumer-owned tow vehicle, and designed to provide temporary living 
quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use that complies with all 
applicable federal vehicle regulations and does not require a special- 
movement permit to legally use the highways; and 

(B) Includes the following basic products: 

(i) Motor home; 

Gi) Travel trailer; 

(ii) Fifth wheel travel trailer; and 
(iv) Folding camping trailer; 

(14) “Supplier” means any person, firm, corporation, or business entity 
that engages in the manufacturing of recreational vehicle parts, accessories, 
or components; 

(15) “Transient customer” means a customer who is temporarily traveling 
through a dealer’s area of sales responsibility; 

(16) “Travel trailer” means a vehicle, mounted on wheels, designed to 
provide temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use of 
such size and weight as to not require a special highway movement permit 
when towed by a motorized vehicle; and 

(17) “Warrantor”: 

(A) Means any person, firm, corporation, or business entity, including a 
manufacturer or supplier, that provides a written warranty to a consumer 
in connection with a new recreational vehicle or a part, accessory, or 
component of such vehicle; and 

(B) Does not include service contracts, mechanical or other insurance, 
or extended warranties sold for separate consideration by a dealer or other 
person not controlled by a manufacturer. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 11. Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


Bre Comission iNotesme Acts’ 2016.. ch: act, which enacted this chapter, shall apply to 


deen ecied Asaats chantenhl. ste balds new or renewed manufacturer/dealer agree- 
101 ~_ 55-54-111. but the aa reg ala ments entered into on or after July 1, 2017. 
redesignated as chapter 28, §§ 55-28-101 — 

55-28-111 by authority of the Code Commis- 

sion. 
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55-28-103. Manufacturer/dealer agreement. 


(a) Amanufacturer or distributor may only sell a recreational vehicle in this 
state to or through a dealer having first entered into a manufacturer/dealer 
agreement with a dealer that has been signed by both parties. 

(b) The manufacturer shall designate the area of sales responsibility exclu- 
sively assigned to a dealer in the manufacturer/dealer agreement and shall not 
contract with another dealer for sale of the same line-make in the designated 
area for the duration of the agreement. 

(c) The area of sales responsibility may be reviewed or changed not less than 
one (1) year after the execution of the manufacturer/dealer agreement and only 
with the consent of both parties. 

(d) A recreational vehicle dealer shall not sell a new recreational vehicle in 
this state without having first entered into a manufacturer/dealer agreement 
with a manufacturer or distributor that has been signed by both parties. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 11. Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


re act, which enacted this chapter, shall apply to 
ser i ribs actin tra Pare AT eS new or renewed manufacturer/dealer agree- 
101 — 55-54-111. but the Water has been ments entered into on or after July 1, 2017. 


redesignated as chapter 28, §§ 55-28-101 — 
55-28-111 by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion. 


55-28-104. Termination, cancellation, or failure to renew manufac- 
turer/dealer agreement by manufacturer or distributor. 


(a) Amanufacturer or distributor, directly or through any authorized officer, 
agent, or employee, may terminate, cancel, or fail to renew a manufacturer/ 
dealer agreement only with good cause. 

(b) The manufacturer or distributor has the burden of showing good cause 
for terminating, canceling, or failing to renew a manufacturer/dealer agree- 
ment with a dealer. For purposes of determining whether there is good cause 
for the proposed action, any of the following factors may be considered: 

(1) The extent of the affected dealer’s penetration in the area of sales 
responsibility; 

(2) The nature and extent of the dealer’s investment in its business; 

(3) The adequacy of the dealer’s service facilities, equipment, parts, 
supplies, and personnel; 

(4) The effect of the proposed action on the community; 

(5) The extent and quality of the dealer’s service under recreational 
vehicle warranties; 

(6) The dealer’s failure to follow agreed-upon procedures or standards 
related to the overall operation of the dealership; or 

(7) The dealer’s performance under the terms of its manufacturer/dealer 
agreement. 

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a manufacturer or distribu- 
tor shall provide a dealer with at least ninety (90) days prior written notice of 
termination, cancellation, or nonrenewal of the manufacturer/dealer agree- 
ment. 
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(d)(1) The notice must state all reasons for the proposed termination, 
cancellation, or nonrenewal and must further state that if, within thirty (30) 
days following receipt of the notice, the dealer provides to the manufacturer 
or distributor a written notice of intent to cure all claimed deficiencies, the 
dealer will then have ninety (90) days following receipt of the original notice 
to rectify the deficiencies. 

(2) If the deficiencies are rectified within ninety (90) days, the manufac- 
turer’s or distributor’s notice is voided. If the dealer fails to provide the 
notice of intent to cure the deficiencies or fails to cure the deficiencies in the 
prescribed time period, the termination, cancellation, or nonrenewal takes 
effect as provided in the original notice. 

(e) The notice period may be reduced to thirty (30) days if the manufactur- 
er’s or distributor’s grounds for termination, cancellation, or nonrenewal are 
due to any of the following good cause factors: 

(1) A dealer or one of its owners being convicted of or entering a plea of 
nolo contendere to a felony; 

(2) The abandonment or closing of the business operations of the dealer 
for ten (10) consecutive business days unless the closing is due to an act of 
God, strike, labor difficulty, or other cause over which the dealer has no 
control; 

(3) A significant misrepresentation by the dealer materially affecting the 
business relationship; 

(4) A suspension or revocation of the dealer’s license, or refusal to renew 
the dealer’s license, by the commission; or 

(5) A material violation of this chapter which is not cured within thirty 
(30) days of written notice by the manufacturer. 

(f) Subsection (c) does not apply if the reason for termination, cancellation, 
or nonrenewal is the dealer’s insolvency, the occurrence of an assignment for 
the benefit of creditors, or bankruptcy. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 11. Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


Rene Camticgion Notes Act. OUI6 Gch act, which enacted this chapter, shall apply to 


Rereeiy erected’ a Hew chapter 34. 68 (RES DEW j0F renewed manufacturer/dealer agree- 
101 ret RE seAs eT Riathe sic dalesd hae Been pmente entered into on or after July 1, 2017. 


redesignated as chapter 28, §$ 55-28-101 — 
55-28-111 by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion. 


55-28-105. Termination or cancellation of manufacturer/dealer agree- 
ment by dealer. 


(a) A dealer may terminate or cancel its manufacturer/dealer agreement 
with a manufacturer or distributor with or without good cause by giving thirty 
(30) days’ written notice. 

(b)(1) If the termination or cancellation is for good cause, the notice must 

state all reasons for the proposed termination or cancellation and must 

further state that if, within thirty (30) days following receipt of the original 
notice, the manufacturer or distributor provides to the dealer a written 
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notice of intent to cure all claimed deficiencies, the manufacturer or 
distributor will then have ninety (90) days following receipt of the original 
notice to rectify the deficiencies. 

(2) If the deficiencies are rectified within ninety (90) days, the dealer’s 
notice is voided. If the manufacturer or distributor fails to provide the notice 
of intent to cure the deficiencies or fails to cure the deficiencies in the 
prescribed time period, the termination or cancellation will take effect as 
provided in the original notice. 

(3) If the manufacturer/dealer agreement is terminated, cancelled, or not 
renewed by the dealer for good cause, and the manufacturer fails to provide 
notice or to cure the claimed deficiencies, the manufacturer shall at the 
dealer’s option and within forty-five (45) days after termination, cancella- 
tion, or nonrenewal, repurchase: 

(A) All new, untitled recreational vehicles that were acquired from the 
manufacturer or distributor within twelve (12) months before the effective 
date of the notice of termination, cancellation, or nonrenewal that have 
not been used, except for demonstration purposes, and that have not been 
altered or damaged, at one hundred percent (100%) of the net invoice cost, 
including transportation, less applicable rebates and discounts to the 
dealer; 

(B) All undamaged accessories and proprietary parts sold to the dealer 
for resale within the twelve (12) months prior to termination, cancellation, 
or nonrenewal, if accompanied by the original invoice, at one hundred five 
percent (105%) of the original net price paid to the manufacturer or 
distributor to compensate the dealer for handling, packing, and shipping 
the parts; and 

(C) Properly functioning diagnostic equipment, special tools, current 
signage, and other equipment and machinery at one hundred percent 
(100%) of dealers’ net cost plus freight if the dealer can prove the 
equipment can no longer be used in the normal course of the dealer’s 
ongoing business. 

(4) In the event any of the vehicles repurchased pursuant to subdivision 
(b)(3) are damaged, but do not trigger a consumer disclosure requirement, 
the amount due the dealer shall be reduced by the cost to repair the vehicle. 
Damage prior to delivery to the dealer that is disclosed at the time of 
delivery will not disqualify repurchase under this subdivision (b)(4). 

(5) A dealer is not prohibited from selling the remaining in-stock inven- 
tory of a particular line-make after the manufacturer/dealer agreement for 
that line-make has been terminated or not renewed. If recreational vehicles 
of a line-make are not returned or required to be returned to the manufac- 
turer or distributor, the dealer may continue to sell all line-makes that were 
subject to the terminated manufacturer/dealer agreement and are currently 
in stock until those line-makes are no longer in the dealer’s inventory. 

(6) The dealer has the burden of showing good cause. Any of the following 
items shall be deemed good cause for the proposed termination, cancellation, 
or nonrenewal action by a dealer: 

(A) A manufacturer being convicted of, or entering a plea of guilty or 
nolo contendere to a felony; 
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(B) The business operations of the manufacturer have been abandoned 
or closed for ten (10) consecutive business days, unless the closing is due 
to an act of God, strike, labor difficulty, or other cause over which the 
manufacturer has no control; | 

(C) A significant misrepresentation by the manufacturer materially 
affecting the business relationship; 

(D) A material violation of this chapter which is not cured within thirty 
(30) days after written notice by the dealer; or 

(EK) A declaration by the manufacturer of bankruptcy, insolvency, or the 
occurrence of an assignment for the benefit of creditors or bankruptcy. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 11. Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


Pode Coniniissiai Notes.’ “Acta 2016” ch. act, which enacted this chapter, shall apply to 


erst letinctadl ia Hew Chaptannd / sehen 54 ree renewed manufacturer/dealer agree- 
101 — PR IRGH A Bub tive Se ae ipéenis ments entered into on or after July 1, 2017. 


redesignated as chapter 28, §§ 55-28-101 — 
55-28-111 by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion. 


55-28-106. Change in ownership by dealer — Objection — Succession 
to dealership by family member of deceased, incapaci- 
tated, or retired dealer. 


(a)(1) If a dealer desires to make a change in ownership by the sale of the 
business assets, stock transfer, or otherwise, the dealer shall give the 
manufacturer or distributor written notice at least fifteen (15) business days 
before the closing, including all supporting documentation as may be 
reasonably required by the manufacturer or distributor to determine if an 
objection to the sale may be made. In the absence of a breach by the selling 
dealer of its dealer agreement or this chapter, the manufacturer or distribu- 
tor shall not object to the proposed change in ownership unless the 
prospective transferee: 
(A) Has previously been terminated by the manufacturer for breach of 
its manufacturer/dealer agreement; 
(B) Has been convicted of a felony or any crime of fraud, deceit, or moral 
turpitude; 
(C) Lacks any license required by law; 
(D) Does not have an active line of credit sufficient to purchase a 
manufacturer’s product; or 
(FE) Has undergone in the last ten (10) years bankruptcy, insolvency, a 

general assignment for the benefit of creditors, or the appointment of a 

receiver, trustee, or conservator to take possession of the transferee’s 

business or property. 

(2) If the manufacturer or distributor objects to a proposed change of 
ownership, the manufacturer or distributor shall give written notice of its 
reasons to the dealer within ten (10) business days after receipt of the 
dealer’s notification and complete documentation. The manufacturer or 
distributor has the burden of proof with regard to its objection. If the 
manufacturer or distributor does not give timely notice of its objection, the 
change or sale shall be deemed approved. 
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(b)(1) Amanufacturer or distributor must provide a dealer an opportunity to 
designate, in writing, a family member as a successor to the dealership in 
the event of the death, incapacity, or retirement of the dealer. A manufac- 
turer or distributor shall not prevent or refuse to honor the succession to a 
dealership by a family member of the deceased, incapacitated, or retired 
dealer unless the manufacturer or distributor has provided to the dealer 
written notice of its objections within ten (10) days after receipt of the 
dealer’s modification of the dealer’s succession plan. In the absence of a 
breach of the dealer agreement, the manufacturer may object to the 
succession for the following reasons only: 
(A) Conviction of the successor of a felony or any crime of fraud, deceit, 
or moral turpitude; 
(B) Bankruptcy or insolvency of the successor during the past ten (10) 
years; 
(C) Prior termination by the manufacturer of the successor for breach of 

a dealer agreement; 

(D) Successor does not have an active line of credit sufficient to 
purchase the manufacturer’s product; or 
(EZ) Successor lacks any license required by law. 

(2) The manufacturer or distributor has the burden of proof regarding its 
objection. However, a family member shall not succeed to a dealership if the 
succession involves, without the manufacturer’s or distributor’s consent, a 
relocation of the business or an alteration of the terms and conditions of the 
manufacturer/dealer agreement. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 11. Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


Céad (Gontinishian inrétes: donmatwote won act, which enacted this chapter, shall apply to 


781) Rid lonactedvelneicbaptarnths anna hale ae renewed manufacturer/dealer agree- 
Oh eRe (da. ube, the chapter has been ments entered into on or after July 1, 2017. 


redesignated as chapter 28, §§ 55-28-101 — 
55-28-111 by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion. 


55-28-107. Warranty claims; violations by warrantor or dealer. 


(a) Each warrantor shall: 

(1) Specify in writing to each of its dealer obligations, if any, for prepara- 
tion, delivery, and warranty service on its products; 

(2) Compensate the dealer for warranty service required of the dealer by 
the warrantor; and 

(3) Provide the dealer the schedule of compensation to be paid and the 
time allowances for the performance of any work and service. The schedule 
of compensation must include reasonable compensation for diagnostic work 
as well as warranty labor. 

(b) Time allowances for the diagnosis and performance of warranty labor 
must be reasonable for the work to be performed. In the determination of what 
constitutes reasonable compensation under this section, the principal factors 
to be given consideration shall be the actual wage rates being paid by the 
dealer, and the actual retail labor rate being charged by the dealers in the 
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community in which the dealer is doing business. The compensation of a dealer 
for warranty labor shall not be less than the lowest retail labor rates actually 
charged by the dealer for like nonwarranty labor as long as such rates are 
reasonable. 

(c) The warrantor shall reimburse the dealer for any warranty part, 
accessory, or complete component at actual wholesale cost plus a minimum 
thirty percent (30%) handling charge up to a maximum of one hundred fifty 
dollars ($150) and the cost, if any, of freight to return such part, component, or 
accessory to the warrantor. 

(d) Warranty audits of dealer records may be conducted by the warrantor 
within twelve (12) months of payment of the claim and adjustments, if any, will 


include debits and credits. Dealer claims for warranty compensation shall not 
be denied except for cause, including performance of nonwarranty repairs, 


material noncompliance with the warrantor’s published policies and proce- 
dures, lack of material documentation, fraud, or misrepresentation. 

(e) The dealer shall submit warranty claims within forty-five (45) days after 
completing work. 

(f) The dealer shall immediately notify the warrantor verbally or in writing 
if the dealer is unable to perform any warranty repairs within ten (10) days of 
receipt of verbal or written complaints from a consumer. If the cause for the 


consumer complaint is a delay in delivery of warranty parts from the 


manufacturer, then the dealer need only report this fact to the manufacturer. 
(g) The warrantor shall disapprove warranty claims in writing within thirty 
(30) days after the date of submission by the dealer in the manner and form 


prescribed by the warrantor. Claims not specifically disapproved in writing 


within thirty (30) days shall be construed to be approved and must be paid 
within sixty (60) days of submission. 

(h) A dealer is not obligated to store defective warranty parts for more than 
thirty (30) days from the time the warranty work is paid by the warrantor, if 
the defective parts, components, or accessories are not immediately returned 
to the warrantor or the consumer. 

(i) It is a violation of this chapter for any warrantor to: 

(1) Fail to perform any of its warranty obligations with respect to its 
warranted products; 

(2) Fail to include, in written notices of factory campaigns to recreational 
vehicle owners and dealers, the expected date by which necessary parts and 
equipment, including tires and chassis or chassis parts, will be available to 
dealers to perform the campaign work. The warrantor may ship parts to the 
dealer to effect the campaign work, and, if such parts are in excess of the 
dealer’s requirements, the dealer may return unused, undamaged parts to 
the warrantor for full credit of the original charge to the dealer for the value 
of the parts returned after completion of the campaign; 

(3) Fail to compensate any of its dealers for authorized repairs effected by 
the dealer on vehicles damaged in manufacture or transit to the dealer, if the 
carrier is designated by the warrantor, factory branch, distributor, or 
distributor branch; 

(4) Fail to compensate any of its dealers in accordance with the schedule 
of compensation provided to the dealer pursuant to this section if performed 
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in a timely and competent manner; 

(5) Intentionally misrepresent in any way to purchasers of recreational 
vehicles that warranties with respect to the manufacture, performance, or 
design of the vehicle are made by the dealer as warrantor or co-warrantor; 


or 


(6) Require the dealer to make warranties to customers in any manner 
related to the manufacture of the recreational vehicle. 
(j) It is a violation of this chapter for any dealer to: 

(1) Fail to perform predelivery inspection functions, as specified by the 
warrantor, in a competent and timely manner; 

(2) Fail to perform warranty service work authorized by the warrantor in 
a competent and reasonably timely manner on any transient customer’s 
vehicle of a line-make sold or serviced by that dealer; 

(3) Fail to notify the warrantor within ten (10) days of a second repair 
attempt which impairs the use, value or safety of the vehicle; or 

(4) Make fraudulent warranty claims or misrepresent the terms of any 


warranty. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 11. 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2016, ch. 
781, § 11 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54- 
101 — 55-54-111, but the chapter has been 
redesignated as chapter 28, §§$ 55-28-101 — 
55-28-111 by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 
act, which enacted this chapter, shall apply to 
new or renewed manufacturer/dealer agree- 
ments entered into on or after July 1, 2017. 


55-28-108. Failure to indemnify and hold harmless. 


Notwithstanding the terms of any manufacturer/dealer agreement, it is a 


violation of this chapter for: 


(1) A warrantor to fail to indemnify and hold harmless its dealer against 
any losses or damages to the extent that the losses or damages are caused by 
the negligence or willful misconduct of the warrantor. A new recreational 
vehicle dealer shall not be denied indemnification for failing to discover, 
disclose, or remedy a defect in the design or manufacturing of a new 
recreational vehicle. A new recreational vehicle dealer may be denied 
indemnification if the new recreational vehicle dealer fails to remedy a 
known and announced defect in accordance with the written instructions of 
a warrantor for whom the new recreational vehicle dealer is obligated to 
perform warranty service. A new recreational vehicle dealer shall provide to 
a warrantor a copy of any pending lawsuit in which allegations are made 
that are covered by this subdivision (1) within ten (10) days after receiving 
such suit. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, this subdivision (1) shall 
continue to apply even after the new recreational vehicle is titled; or 

(2) A dealer to fail to indemnify and hold harmless its warrantor against 
any losses or damages to the extent that the losses or damages are caused by 
the negligence or willful misconduct of the dealer. A warrantor shall provide 
to a new recreational vehicle dealer a copy of any pending lawsuit or similar 
proceeding in which allegations are made that come within this subdivision 
(2) within ten (10) days after receiving such suit. Notwithstanding any law 
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to the contrary, this subdivision (2) shall continue to apply even after the 


new recreational vehicle is titled. 
History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 11. 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2016, ch. 
781, § 11 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54- 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 
act, which enacted this chapter, shall apply to 
new or renewed manufacturer/dealer agree- 


101 — 55-54-111, but the chapter has been ments entered into on or after July 1, 2017. 


redesignated as chapter 28, §8§ 55-28-101 — 
55-28-111 by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion. 


55-28-109. Notice of damaged recreational vehicle — Reversion — 
Timeframe for inspection and rejection — Rejection of 
recreational vehicle with unreasonable amount of miles 
on odometer. 


(a) Whenever a new recreational vehicle is damaged prior to transit to the 
dealer or is damaged in transit to the dealer when the carrier or means of 
transportation has been selected by the manufacturer or distributor, the dealer 
shall notify the manufacturer or distributor of the damage within the time- 
frame specified in the manufacturer/dealer agreement and: 

(1) Request from the manufacturer or distributor authorization to replace 
the components, parts, and accessories damaged or otherwise correct the 
damage; or 

(2) Reject the vehicle within the timeframe set forth in subsection (d). 
(b) If the manufacturer or distributor refuses or fails to authorize repair of 

such damage within ten (10) days after receipt of notification, or if the dealer 
rejects the recreational vehicle because of damage, ownership of the new 
recreational vehicle shall revert to the manufacturer or distributor. 

(c) The dealer shall exercise due care in custody of the damaged recreational 
vehicle, but the dealer shall have no other obligations, financial or otherwise, 
with respect to that recreational vehicle. 

(d) The timeframe for inspection and rejection by the dealer must be part of 
the manufacturer/dealer agreement and shall not be less than two (2) business 
days after the physical delivery of the recreational vehicle. 

(e) Any recreational vehicle that has, at the time of delivery to the dealer, an 
unreasonable amount of miles on its odometer, as determined by the dealer, 
may be subject to rejection by the dealer and reversion of the vehicle to the 
manufacturer or distributor. In no instance shall a dealer deem an amount less 
than the distance between the dealer and the manufacturer’s factory or a 
distributor’s point of distribution, plus one hundred (100) miles, as unreason- 


able. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 
act, which enacted this chapter, shall apply to 
new or renewed manufacturer/dealer agree- 
ments entered into on or after July 1, 2017. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 11. 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2016, ch. 
781, § 11 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54- 
101 — 55-54-111, but the chapter has been 
redesignated as chapter 28, §§ 55-28-101 — 
55-28-111 by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion. 
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55-28-110. Coercion or attempted coercion of dealer prohibited. 


(a) A manufacturer or distributor shall not coerce or attempt to coerce a 
dealer to: 
(1) Purchase a product that the dealer did not order; 
(2) Enter into an agreement with the manufacturer or distributor; or 
(3) Enter into an agreement that requires the dealer to submit its 
disputes to binding arbitration or otherwise waive rights or responsibilities 
provided under this chapter. 

(b) As used in this section, “coerce” includes, but is not limited to, threat- 
ening to terminate, cancel, or not renew a manufacturer/dealer agreement 
without good cause or threatening to withhold product lines the dealer is 
entitled to purchase pursuant to the manufacturer/dealer agreement or delay 
product delivery as an inducement to amending the manufacturer/dealer 
agreement. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 11. 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2016, ch. 
781, § 11 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54- 
101 — 55-54-111, but the chapter has been 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 
act, which enacted this chapter, shall apply to 
new or renewed manufacturer/dealer agree- 
ments entered into on or after July 1, 2017. 


redesignated as chapter 28, §§ 55-28-101 — 
55-28-111 by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion. 


55-28-111. Civil action for damages — Demand for mediation — Injunc- 
tive relief. 


(a) A dealer, manufacturer, or warrantor injured by another party’s viola- 
tion of this chapter may bring a civil action in circuit court to recover actual 
damages. The court shall award attorney’s fees and costs to the prevailing 
party in such an action. Venue for any civil action authorized by this section 
shall exclusively be in the county in which the dealer’s business is located. In 
an action involving more than one (1) dealer, venue may be in any county in 
which any dealer that is party to the action is located. 

(b)(1) Prior to bringing suit under this section, the party bringing suit for an 

alleged violation shall serve a written demand for mediation upon the 

offending party. 

(2) The demand for mediation shall be served upon the other party via 
certified mail at the address stated within the manufacturer/dealer agree- 
ment between the parties. 

(3) The demand for mediation shall contain a brief statement of the 
dispute and the relief sought by the party filing the demand. 

(4) Within twenty (20) days after the date a demand for mediation is 
served, the parties shall mutually select an independent, certified mediator 
and meet with that mediator for the purpose of attempting to resolve the 
dispute. The meeting place shall be in this state in a location selected by the 
mediator. The mediator may extend the date of the meeting for good cause 
shown by either party or upon stipulation of both parties. 

(5) The service of a demand for mediation under this section shall toll the 
time for the filing of any complaint, petition, protest, or other action under 
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this chapter until representatives of both parties have met with a mutually 

selected mediator for the purpose of attempting to resolve the dispute. If a 

complaint, petition, protest, or other action is filed before that meeting, the 

court shall enter an order suspending the proceeding or action until the 
mediation meeting has occurred and may, upon written stipulation of all 
parties to the proceeding or action that the parties wish to continue to 
mediate under this section, enter an order suspending the proceeding or 
action for as long a period as the court considers appropriate. 

(6) The parties to the mediation shall bear the parties’ own costs for 
attorney’s fees and divide equally the cost of the mediator. 

(c) In addition to the remedies provided in this section and notwithstanding 
the existence of any additional remedy at law, a manufacturer, warrantor, or 
dealer is authorized to make application to a circuit court for the grant, upon 
a hearing and for cause shown, of a temporary or permanent injunction, or 
both, restraining any person from acting as a dealer without being properly 
licensed, from violating or continuing to violate this chapter, or from failing or 
refusing to comply with the requirements of this chapter. Such injunction shall 
be issued without bond. A single act in violation of this chapter shall be 
sufficient to authorize the issuance of an injunction. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 11. Acts 2016, ch. 781, § 14, provided that the 


BRD Chr nissinin Notes: e acs Ole ted act, which enacted this chapter, shall apply to 


new or renewed manufacturer/dealer agree- 
er ag Sa Page leg kh ments entered into on or after July 1, 2017. 
redesignated as chapter 28, §§ 55-28-101 — 
55-28-111 by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion. 


CHAPTER 29 


THE MOTOR VEHICLE RECALL AND DISCLOSURE 
LAW 


Section 

55-29-101. Short title. 

55-29-102. Chapter definitions. 

55-29-1038. Recall database report. 

55-29-104. Compensation for recall repairs. 

55-29-105. Chapter not applicable to motor vehicle issued nonrepairable vehicle certificate or 
salvage title. 

55-29-106. Noncompliance with chapter. 


55-29-101. Short title. 


This chapter shall be known and may be cited as “The Motor Vehicle Recall 
and Disclosure Law.” 


History. —55-54-106, but the chapter has been redesig- 
Acts 2017, ch. 306, § 1. nated as chapter 29, §§ 55-29-101—55-29-106, 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. byiecehopiy hiner adel cm mastion: 
306, §1 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54-101 
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55-29-102. Chapter definitions. 


For purposes of this chapter: 

(1) “Do-not-drive recall” means a recall notice provided to owners of 
affected vehicles, pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 30119, when the vehicle manu- 
facturer, in its consumer precautionary advice section governed by 49 CFR 
577.5, unconditionally instructs the owner to stop driving the vehicle until 
the noncompliance or defect remedy is performed; 

(2) “Manufacturer” means any person or entity: 

(A) That manufactures or assembles new and unused vehicles; or 

(B) That in whole or in part sells or distributes any new and unused 
motor vehicles to motor vehicle dealers; 

(3) “Motor vehicle” means any self-propelled motor-driven vehicle having 
a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.) 
or less of the type required to be registered and titled under this title and 
includes both new and used motor vehicles; 

(4) “Motor vehicle dealer” or “dealer” means any person or entity not 
excluded by § 55-17-102 who is licensed as such in this state engaged in the 
business of selling, offering to sell, soliciting, or advertising the sale of motor 
vehicles, or possessing motor vehicles for the purpose of resale, either on that 
person’s own account or on behalf of another, either as that person’s primary 
business or incidental to that person’s business; 

(5) “New motor vehicle” means any self-propelled motor-driven vehicle 
having a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of ten thousand pounds (10,000 
lbs.) or less that has never been the subject of a sale at retail to the general 
public; 

(6) “Recall database” means a database from which an individual may 
obtain vehicle identification number (VIN) manufacturer’s safety recall 
information relevant to a specific motor vehicle, including, but not limited to, 
www.safercar.gov; 

(7) “Recall database report” means a report, specific to a vehicle that is 
identified by its vehicle identification number (VIN), containing information 
obtained from a recall database; 

(8) “Sale”: 

(A) Means the issuance, transfer, agreement for transfer, exchange, 
pledge, hypothecation, or mortgage in any form, whether by transfer in 
trust or otherwise, of any motor vehicle, or interest in the motor vehicle, as 
well as any option, subscription, or other contract, or solicitation looking to 
a sale, offer, or attempt to sell in any form, whether spoken or written; and 

(B) Includes a gift or delivery of any motor vehicle with or as ‘a bonus on 
account of the sale of anything; 

(9) “Stop-sale order” means a notification issued by a manufacturer to its 
franchised motor vehicle dealers stating that certain used vehicles in 
inventory shall not be sold or leased, at retail, due to a federal safety recall 
for a defect or a noncompliance, or a federal emissions recall; and 

(10) “Used motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle having a gross vehicle 
weight rating (GVWR) of ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.) or less that has 
been the subject of a sale at retail to the general public. 
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History. —55-54-106, but the chapter has been redesig- 
Acts 2017, ch. 306, § 1. nated as chapter 29, §§ 55-29-101—55-29-106, 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. BY PULSE GEE Code COMIaISE Ln. 
306, §1 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54-101 


55-29-103. Recall database report. 


(a) A motor vehicle dealer shall not sell at retail a used motor vehicle until 
the motor vehicle dealer has obtained a recall database report for the used 
motor vehicle. The recall database report shall not be older than forty-eight 
(48) hours prior to the sale of the used motor vehicle. This chapter does not 
apply to any wholesale transfers of a motor vehicle between dealers licensed in 
this state, motor vehicle dealers similarly licensed in other states, automobile 
auctions, and manufacturers. 

(b) If a recall database report obtained by a motor vehicle dealer indicates 
that a used motor vehicle is subject to a do-not-drive recall or a stop-sale order, 
the dealer shall not sell the used motor vehicle at retail until the do-not-drive 
or stop-sale recall repair has been made. 

(c)(1) If a recall database report obtained by a dealer indicates that a used 

motor vehicle is subject to a manufacturer’s safety recall other than a used 

motor vehicle subject to a do-not-drive or stop-sale order that has not been 
repaired, the dealer shall not sell the used motor vehicle at retail unless the 
dealer makes the recall repair or both of the following are satisfied: 

(A) The dealer discloses the manufacturer’s safety recall by providing a 
copy of the recall database report to the consumer prior to the sale of the 
used motor vehicle; and 

(B) The consumer signs a disclosure acknowledging that the used motor 
vehicle has a manufacturer’s safety recall that has not been repaired. 
(2) To comply with subdivision (c)(1)(B), a recall database report that 

indicates the used motor vehicle is subject to a manufacturer’s safety recall 

and the recall repair has not been made shall be disclosed to the consumer 
in a document that is signed by the consumer and is separate from the 
conditional sales contract or other motor vehicle purchase agreement. 

(3) The recall database disclosure form required by subdivision (c)(2) shall 
be provided to the consumer as a separate document, be labeled at the top of 
the first page with the word “RECALL?” in boldface and no smaller than 
twenty-eight (28) point font size, and contain the following: 


DISCLOSURE OF RECALL INFORMATION 

VEHICLE: MAKE: MODEL: 

YEAR: VIN: 

For your safety we have performed a recall search on the website of the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) (www.safercar- 
.gov). The results of that search and the date it was performed are attached 
to this notice. 

It is our information that the recall repairs have not been performed. 

You must also be aware that the manufacturer of this vehicle may have 
“campaigns” or “service bulletins” regarding this vehicle that you should 
check through either www.safercar.gov or the manufacturer’s website. The 
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NHTSA website may not be up to date, so you need to periodically check. 
Date: 
Customer: 
Print Name: 
Date: 
Co-Buyer: 
Print Name: 
Date: 
Dealer: 
Print Name: 


(4) Compliance with this section shall not be waived by any consumer. 

(5) The execution or signing of a Disclosure of Recall Information form by 
a purchaser of a used motor vehicle and the executed form itself shall not be 
admitted as evidence in any products liability case against the manufac- 
turer. 


History. —55-54-106, but the chapter has been redesig- 
Acts 2017, ch. 306, § 1. nated as chapter 29, §§ 55-29-101—55-29-106, 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. vegan Eas Meet cal ice 
306, §1 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54-101 


55-29-104. Compensation for recall repairs. 


(a) A manufacturer shall compensate its franchised motor vehicle dealers 
for all labor and parts required by the manufacturer to perform recall repairs. 
Compensation for recall repairs shall be reasonable. If parts or a remedy are 
not reasonably available to perform a recall service or repair on a used vehicle 
held for sale by a dealer authorized to sell and service new vehicles of the same 
line-make within thirty (30) days of the manufacturer issuing the initial notice 
of recall, and the national highway traffic safety administration (NHTSA) or 
the manufacturer has issued a stop-sale or do-not-drive order on the vehicle, 
the manufacturer shall compensate the dealer at a prorated rate of at least one 
percent (1%) of the value of the vehicle per month beginning on the date that 
is thirty (80) days after the date on which the stop-sale or do-not-drive order 
was provided to the dealer until the earlier of either of the following: 

(1) The date the recall or remedy parts are made available; or 
(2) The date the dealer sells, trades, or otherwise disposes of the affected 
used motor vehicle. 

(b) The value of a used vehicle shall be the average trade-in value for used 
vehicles as indicated in an independent third-party guide for the year, make, 
and model of the recalled vehicle. 

(c) This section shall apply only to used vehicles subject to safety or 
emissions recalls pursuant to and recalled in accordance with federal law and 
regulations adopted thereunder and where a stop-sale or do-not-drive order 
has been issued and repair parts or remedy remain unavailable for thirty (30) 
days or longer. This section further shall apply to franchised motor vehicle 
dealers holding an affected used vehicle for sale that is a line-make that the 
dealer is franchised to sell or on which the dealer is authorized to perform 
recall repairs: 
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(1) Ininventory at the time the stop-sale or do-not-drive order was issued; 
or 

(2) Which was taken in the used vehicle inventory of the dealer as a 
consumer trade-in incident to the purchase of a new vehicle from the dealer 
after the stop-sale or do-not-drive order was issued. 

(d) It shall be a violation of this chapter for a manufacturer to reduce the 
amount of compensation otherwise owed to an individual franchised motor 
vehicle dealer whether through a chargeback, removal of the individual dealer 
from an incentive program, or reduction in amount owed under an incentive 
program solely because the franchised motor vehicle dealer has submitted a 
claim for reimbursement under this section. This subsection (d) shall not apply 
to an action by a manufacturer that is applied uniformly among all dealers of 
the same line-make in the state. 

(e) All reimbursement claims made by franchised motor vehicle dealers 
pursuant to this section for recall remedies or repairs, or for compensation 
where no part or repair is reasonably available and the vehicle is subject to a 
stop-sale or do-not-drive order shall be subject to the same limitations and 
requirements as a warranty and sale incentive reimbursement claim pursuant 
to the rules of the Tennessee motor vehicle commission. In the alternative, a 
manufacturer may compensate its franchised dealers under a national recall 
compensation program; provided, that the compensation under the program is 
equal to or greater than that provided under subsection (a); or as the 
manufacturer and dealer may otherwise agree. 

(f) A manufacturer may direct the manner and method in which a dealer 
must demonstrate the inventory status of an affected used motor vehicle to 
determine eligibility under this section; provided, that the manner and method 
shall not be unduly burdensome and shall not require information that is 
unduly burdensome to provide. 

(g) Nothing in this section shall require a manufacturer to provide total 
compensation to a dealer which would exceed the total average trade-in value 
of the affected used motor vehicle as originally determined under subsection 
(b). 

(h) Any remedy provided to a dealer under this section is exclusive and may 
not be combined with any other state or federal recall compensation remedy. 


History. —55-54-106, but the chapter has been redesig- 
Acts 2017, ch. 306, § 1. nated as chapter 29, §§ 55-29-101—55-29-106, 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. ra) pasa ie erates er 
306, §1 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54-101 


55-29-105. Chapter not applicable to motor vehicle issued nonrepair- 
able vehicle certificate or salvage title. 


This chapter does not apply to the sale of any vehicle that has been issued a 
nonrepairable vehicle certificate or salvage title, as defined in § 55-3-211, or 
any other similar certificate or title issued by another state or jurisdiction. 


History. Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. 
Acts 2017, ch. 306, § 1. 306, §1 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54-101 
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—55-54-106, but the chapter has been redesig- 
nated as chapter 29, §§ 55-29-101—55-29-106, 
by authority of the Code Commission. 


55-29-106. Noncompliance with chapter. 


Noncompliance with this chapter shall constitute a violation of chapter 17, 
part 1 of this title. 


History. —55-54-106, but the chapter has been redesig- 
Acts 2017, ch. 306, § 1. nated as chapter 29, §§ 55-29-101—55-29-106, 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. by; paiberty..of the Code, lormmission, 
306, §1 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54-101 


CHAPTER 30 
AUTOMATED VEHICLES ACT 


Section 

55-30-101. Short title. 

55-30-102. Chapter definitions. 

55-30-1038. Operation of ADS-operated vehicle without human driver. 

55-30-104. Use of integrated electronic display for communication, information, and other uses by 
person inside ADS-operated vehicle. 

55-30-105. Prohibited regulation by political subdivision. 

55-30-106. Liability for accidents involving an ADS-operated vehicle. 

55-30-107. Unlawful operation of motor vehicle without human driver in driver’s seat. 

55-30-108. Scope of chapter. 


55-30-101. Short title. 


This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Automated Vehicles 
Act.” 


History. 101 — 55-54-108, but the chapter has been 
Acts 2017, ch. 474, § 16. redesignated as chapter 30, §§ 55-30-101 — 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. 55-30-108 by authority of the Code Commis- 
474, § 16 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54-10" 


55-30-102. Chapter definitions. 


As used in this chapter: 

(1) “Automated driving system” or “ADS” means technology installed on a 
motor vehicle that has the capability to drive the vehicle on which the 
technology is installed in high or full automation mode, without any 
supervision by a human operator, with specific driving mode performance by 
the automated driving system of all aspects of the dynamic driving task that 
can be managed by a human driver, including the ability to automatically 
bring the motor vehicle into a minimal risk condition in the event of a critical 
vehicle or system failure or other emergency event; 

(2) “Automated-driving-system-operated vehicle” or “ADS-operated ve- 
hicle” means a vehicle equipped with an automated driving system; 

(3) “Department” means the department of revenue; 

(4) “Dynamic driving task” means all of the real-time operational and 
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tactical functions required to operate a vehicle in on-road traffic. “Dynamic 
driving task” does not include strategic functions, such as route selection 
and scheduling; and 

(5) “Minimal risk condition” means a low-risk operating mode in which an 
ADS-operated vehicle when the ADS is engaged achieves a reasonably safe 
state upon experiencing a failure of the vehicle’s ADS that renders the 
vehicle unable to perform the entire dynamic driving task. 


History. 101 — 55-54-108, but the chapter has been 
Acts 2017, ch. 474, § 16. redesignated as chapter 30, §§ 55-30-101 — 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. 55-30-108 by authority of the Code Commis- 
474, § 16 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54-10 


55-30-103. Operation of ADS-operated vehicle without human driver. 


An ADS-operated vehicle may drive or operate on streets and highways in 
this state with the ADS engaged without a human driver physically present in 
the vehicle if the vehicle meets the following conditions: 

(1) Unless an exemption has been granted under applicable federal or 
state law, the vehicle is capable of being operated in compliance with 
applicable provisions of chapters 8, 9, and 10 of this title, and has been, at 
the time it was manufactured, certified by the manufacturer as being in 
compliance with applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards; 

(2) The vehicle is capable, in the event of a failure of the automated 
driving system that renders that system unable to perform the entire 
dynamic driving task relevant to its intended operational design domain, of 
achieving a minimal risk condition; 

(3) Is registered in accordance with chapter 4 of this title, and if registered 
in this state, the vehicle is identified on the registration as an ADS-operated 
vehicle; and 

(4)(A)qG) [Effective until July 1, 2021.] The vehicle is covered by 

primary automobile liability insurance in at least five million dollars 
($5,000,000) per incident for death, bodily injury, and property damage, 
and the automobile liability insurance satisfies the requirements of 
§ 56-7-1201; 

(ii) Insurance required by subdivision (4)(A)(i) may be: 

(a) Placed with an insurer authorized to do business in this state 
under title 56 or with a surplus lines insurer eligible under title 56, 
chapter 14; 

(b) Covered by a surety bond executed and filed with the commis- 
sioner of safety; or 

(c) Satisfied in accordance with § 55-12-111; 

(iii) Insurance satisfying the requirements of this subdivision (4)(A) 
shall be deemed to satisfy the financial responsibility requirements for 
a motor vehicle under chapter 12 of this title; 
(B) This subdivision (4) is deleted on July 1, 2021; 
(C) No later than February 1, 2020, the commissioners of safety and 
commerce and insurance shall submit a joint report to the transportation 
and safety committee of the senate and the transportation committee of 
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the house of representatives, which report shall make recommendations, 
including the appropriate rationale and any proposed legislation, on 
whether the insurance and bonding coverages and coverage amount 
requirements of this subdivision (4)(A) should be increased, decreased, 
extended, or otherwise amended. 


History. 101 — 55-54-108, but the chapter has been 
Acts 2017, ch. 474, § 16. redesignated as chapter 30, §§ 55-30-101 — 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. 55-30-108 by authority of the Code Commis- 
474, § 16 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54- “10 


55-30-104. Use of integrated electronic display for communication, 
information, and other uses by person inside ADS-oper- 
ated vehicle. 


Notwithstanding § 55-9-105, a person who is physically inside an ADS- 
operated vehicle, when the ADS is engaged, may use an integrated electronic 
display for communication, information, and other uses enabled by the display 
if the display is integrated with the vehicle such that it operates and functions 
in coordination with such autonomous technology and disables automatically 
any moving images visible to the motor vehicle operator when the autonomous 
technology is disengaged. 


History. 101 — 55-54-108, but the chapter has been 
Acts 2017, ch. 474, § 16. redesignated as chapter 30, §§ 55-30-101 — 


Codel Comission: Notean Cnc ey 20k wohe ah mre by authority of the Code Commis- 
474, § 16 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54- aus 


55-30-105. Prohibited regulation by political subdivision. 


No political subdivision may by ordinance, resolution, or any other means 
prohibit or regulate within the jurisdictional boundaries of the political 
subdivision the use of: 

(1) An ADS-operated vehicle that is operating in compliance with this 
chapter and otherwise complies with all laws of the political subdivision; or 

(2) A motor vehicle operated at any level of autonomous technology, as 
defined by § 55-9-105(c)(6)(B), not otherwise included in this chapter. 


History. 101 — 55-54-1008, but the chapter has been 
Acts 2017, ch. 474, § 16. redesignated as chapter 30, §§ 55-30-101 — 
Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. po 80 IE YY aannon Cees aa 


474, § 16 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54-10 


55-30-106. Liability for accidents involving an ADS-operated vehicle. 


(a) Liability for accidents involving an ADS-operated vehicle shall be 
determined in accordance with product liability law, common law, or other 
applicable federal or state law. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
affect, alter, or amend any right, obligation, or liability under applicable 
product liability law, common law, federal law, or state law. 

(b) When the ADS is fully engaged, operated reasonably and in compliance 
with manufacturer instructions and warnings, the ADS shall be considered the 
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driver or operator of the motor vehicle for purposes of determining: 

(1) Liability of the vehicle owner or lessee for alleged personal injury, 
death, or property damage in an incident involving the ADS-operated 
vehicle; and 

(2) Liability for nonconformance to applicable traffic or motor vehicle 
laws. 


History. 101 — 55-54-108, but the chapter has been 
Acts 2017, ch. 474, § 16. redesignated as chapter 30, §§ 55-30-101 — 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. 55-30-108 by authority of the Code Commis- 
474, § 16 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54- ean 


55-30-107. Unlawful operation of motor vehicle without human driver 
in driver’s seat. 


(a) It is an offense for any person to knowingly operate a motor vehicle on 
the public roads or highways of this state without a human driver in the 
driver’s seat of the vehicle unless satisfying the requirements of this chapter. 

(b) A violation of subsection (a) is a Class A misdemeanor. 


History. 55-30-108 by authority of the Code Commis- 
Acts 2017, ch. 474, § 16. sion. 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. Cross-References. 


474, § 16 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54- Penalty for Class A misdemeanor § 40-35- 
101 — 55-54-108, but the chapter has been 14]. 


redesignated as chapter 30, §§ 55-30-101 — 


55-30-108. Scope of chapter. 


Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, this chapter exclusively 
governs the authorization of the operation and use of an ADS-operated vehicle 
when the ADS is engaged and in high or full automation mode, including, but 
not limited to, commercial use of ADS-operated vehicles. For motor vehicles 
operated at any other level of autonomous technology, as defined by § 55-9- 
105(c)(6)(B), the motor vehicle and driver shall be held to the same laws as 
conventionally operated motor vehicles, including the financial responsibility 
requirements of § 55-12-102, unless an exemption is specifically set out for a 
vehicle operated with any level of autonomy. 


History. 101 — 55-54-108, but the chapter has been 
Acts 2017, ch. 474, § 16. redesignated as chapter 30, §§ 55-30-101 — 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2017, ch. 55-30-108 by authority of the Code Commis- 
474, § 16 enacted a new chapter 54, §§ 55-54-10 
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CHAPTER 50 


UNIFORM CLASSIFIED AND COMMERCIAL DRIVER 


Section 


55-50-101. 
55-50-102. 


55-50-201. 
55-50-202. 
55-50-2038. 
55-50-204. 
55-50-205. 


55-50-301. 


55-50-302. 


55-50-3083. 
55-50-304. 
55-50-305. 
55-50-306. 
55-50-307. 


55-50-308 
55-50-311 


55-50-312 
55-50-313 
55-50-321 


55-50-322 
55-50-323 
55-50-324 
55-50-325 


55-50-331. 


55-50-332. 
55-50-333. 
55-50-334. 
55-50-335. 


55-50-336. 
55-50-337. 
55-50-338. 
55-50-339. 


55-50-340 
55-50-351 
55-50-352 
55-50-353 
55-50-354 


LICENSE ACT 


Part 1. General Provisions 


Short title. 
Chapter definitions. 


Part 2. Administration by Department 


Administration by department. 

Establishment of rules and regulations. 

Authority to enter agreements. 

Records to be kept by department — Fee for furnishing copies. 

Electronic transmittal of information to federal selective service system. [Enactment 
contingent on funding by the federal selective service system. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.] 


Part 3. Application, Examination, and Issuance 


License required — Requirements — Exception — Applicability to temporary licenses 
and permits. 
Classes of licenses —- Endorsements — Applicability to temporary licenses and 
permits. 
Persons not eligible for licensing — Exception for temporary licenses. 
Persons exempt from licensing. 
Validity of current licenses. 
Electronic driver license system. 
Acquired brain injury, intellectual disability, or developmental disability designation 
for driver’s license or photo identification license. 
— 55-50-310. [Reserved.] 
Learner permit — Intermediate license — Fees — Restrictions — Penalties — 
Application — Parental notification. 
Licensing of minors. 
— 55-50-320. [Reserved.] 
Applications. [Amendment contingent on funding by the federal selective service 
system. See the Compiler’s Notes.] 
Examination of applicants. 
Fees. 
Disposition of fees — Motorcycle license or permit examination fee. 
— 55-50-330. [Reserved.] 
Examination for, and issuance, renewal and contents of, licenses — Conditional 
licenses. 
Lost permits or licenses — Duplicates or substitutes. 
Change of address. 
Licenses of persons under or attaining twenty-one. 
Color photos on licenses — System for issuing plastic laminated driver licenses bearing 
color photograph. 
Photo identification license. 
Expiration of licenses. 
Renewals — Drug and alcohol educational pamphlets. 
Issuance or restoration of license of minor withdrawn from secondary school. 
— 55-50-350. [Reserved.] 
License to be carried and exhibited on demand — Arrest and penalty for violations. 
Anatomical gifts. 
Sexual, violent sexual, violent juvenile sexual offender identification. 
Language or symbol on driver license or photo identification card reflecting military 
service. 
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Section 


55-50-401. 
55-50-402. 
55-50-4083. 
55-50-404. 
55-50-405. 
55-50-406. 
55-50-4077. 
55-50-408. 
55-50-409. 
55-50-410. 
55-50-411. 


55-50-412. 
55-50-4138. 
55-50-414. 


55-50-501. 


55-50-502. 


55-50-503. 
55-50-504. 
55-50-505. 


55-50-506. 
55-50-507. 
55-50-508. 


55-50-509. 
55-50-510. 
55-50-511. 
55-50-512. 


50-50-601. 
55-50-602. 
55-50-603. 
55-50-604. 


55-50-701. 
55-50-702. 
55-50-703. 
55-50-704. 
55-50-705. 


55-50-801. 
55-50-802. 
55-50-803. 


55-50-804. 
55-50-805. 


55-50-901. 


UNIFORM CLASSIFIED AND COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE 
Part 4. Commercial Driver Licenses 


Limitation on number of driver licenses. 

Notification required by employee. 

Employer responsibilities. 

Commercial driver license required. 

Violations — Penalties — Driving under the influence. 

Application for commercial driver license. 

Commercial driver license. 

Driving under the influence. 

Notification of traffic violations — Furnishing driving record information. 

Rulemaking authority. 

Where denial of commercial driver license based on medical disqualification not 
permitted — Suspension. 

Approaching and driving over a railroad highway grade crossing. 

Valid medical card required. 

Farm-related service industry employee restricted commercial driver license. 


Part 5. Suspension and Revocation 


Mandatory revocation of licenses — Causes — Suspension of license until judgment for 
personal or property damage paid. 

Suspension of licenses — Hearings — Period of suspension or revocation — Surrender 
of license — Restricted license — Operating under license of another jurisdiction 
prohibited — Appeal. 

Surrender of license — Forwarding surrendered license and record of convictions to 
department — Report of convictions — Recommendation of suspension. 

Driving while license cancelled, suspended or revoked — Minors — Forfeiture — 
Notice. 

Driver improvement program — Points — Suspension — Restrictions — Incompetent 
or unqualified drivers — Reexamination. 

Driving while in possession of methamphetamine. 

Community service in lieu of payment of fines and costs. 

Minors withdrawn from secondary school — Administrative review of license revoca- 
tion. 

Minors withdrawn from secondary school — Revocation hearing. 

Minors withdrawn from secondary school — Judicial review of license revocation. 

Applicability of Uniform Administrative Procedures Act. 

Order of suspension for a conviction or adjudication. 


Part 6. Penalties 


Misdemeanors. 

Reproductions or facsimiles — Penalties. 
Penalty for other violations. 

Disposition of fines, penalties and forfeitures. 


Part 7. Reciprocity Agreements 


Part definitions. 

Authority to make agreements — Contents of agreement. 

Procedures used by law enforcement officers. 

Noncompliance — Powers and duties of commissioner. 

Nonresidents — Citation — Collateral or bond — Surrender of nonresident’s license — 
Temporary driving permit. 


Part 8. Deposit of License in Lieu of Bail 


Municipalities and counties authorized to grant option. 

Receipt for license — Operation of motor vehicle during pendency of case. 

License forwarded to department of safety — Conditions for release — Notice to 
nonresident driver’s state. 

License or receipt to be in immediate possession and displayed upon demand. 

Provisions provide alternative procedure. 


Part Part 9. Interstate Driver License Compact 


Short Title. 
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Section 


55-50-902. Interstate Driver License Compact. 


55-50-903. Administrator. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former ch. 7 of this title, cited as the “Uni- 
form Motor Vehicle Operators’ and Chauffeurs’ 
Licenses Law,” was extensively amended and 
reorganized in 1988 within ch. 7, the provisions 
of which were then transferred to identical 
section numbers within ch. 50. 

Former § 55-7-108 (Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 7; 
1939, ch. 205, § 4; C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.15; 
Williams, § 2715.20; Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 5; 
1963, ch. 339, §§ 1, 2; 1965, ch. 105, § 1; 1971, 
ch. '375,)§ 1; 1972, ch.:810, §, 2;,19738, ch.43, 
§ 2;1975, ch. 101, § 1; 1976, ch. 540, § 1; 1977, 
chi S3yiSate LOTT che 4shisats 1978.ychr 558, 
§ 1; 1982, ch. 618, §§ 1, 2, 5-7; 1983, ch. 384, 
8§ 1-7; 1983, ch. 484, § 1; 1984, ch. 1006, § 8; 
1987, ch. 304, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-708), 
concerning issuance of licenses, contents, re- 
strictions and penalties, and licenses for iden- 
tification purposes only, was repealed by Acts 
1988, ch. 584, § 8. 
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Former § 55-7-110 (Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 9; 
1937 (8rd Ex. Sess.), ch. 4, § 1; C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 2715.17; Williams, § 2715.22; Acts 1953, ch. 
204, § 1; 1963, ch. 36, § 1; 1968, ch. 595, § 1; 
1982, ch. 618, § 3; 1983, ch. 384, § 8; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-710), concerning expiration of 
licenses and extension of time, was repealed by 
Acts 1988, ch. 584, § 9. 


Cross-References. 
Disabled drivers and passengers, title 55, ch. 
2h 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 23, 28. 


Law Reviews. 
Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1986, 54 
Tenn. L. Rev. 457 (1987). 


PART 1 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 


55-50-101. Short title. 


This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Uniform Classified and 
Commercial Driver License Act of 1988.” 


History. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 1; 1939, ch. 205, § 2; C. 
Supp. 1950, § 2715.9 (Williams, § 2715.14); 


55-50-102. Chapter definitions. 


modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-701; Acts 1988, 
ch. 584, § 1; T.C.A., § 55-7-101. 


As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Administrator” means the federal motor carrier safety administrator, 
the chief executive of the federal motor carrier safety administration, an 
agency within the United States department of transportation; 

(2) “Alcohol or alcoholic beverage” means: 

(A) Beer as defined in 26 U.S.C. § 5052(a), of the Internal Revenue 


Code of 1954; 


(B) Wine of not less than one-half of one percent (0.5%) of alcohol by 


volume; or 


(C) Distilled spirits as defined in 26 U.S.C. § 5002(a)(8); 
(3) “Autocycle” means the same as defined in § 55-1-103; 
(4) “Bus” means every motor vehicle designed for carrying more than 
fifteen (15) passengers including the driver and operated for the transpor- 
tation of persons; and every motor vehicle, other than a taxicab, designed 
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and used for the transportation of persons for compensation; 

(5) “Cancellation of driver license” means the annulment or termination 
by formal action of the department of a person’s driver license because of 
some error or defect in the license or application or because the licensee is no 
longer entitled to that license; 

(6) “Certified driving instructor” means any person who gives driver 
training or who offers a course in driver training, and who is certified as a 
certified driving instructor by the department; 

(7) “Chauffeur” means every person who is employed for the principal 
purpose of operating a motor vehicle and every person who drives a motor 
vehicle while in use as a public or common carrier of persons or property; 

(8) “Chief” means the chief of the highway patrol; 

(9) “Commerce” means: 

(A) Trade, traffic, and transportation within the jurisdiction of the 
United States; between a place in a state and a place outside of the state, 
including a place outside the United States; and 

(B) Trade, traffic, and transportation in the United States that affects 
any trade, traffic, and transportation in subdivision (9)(A); 

(10) “Commercial driver certificate” means a document issued by the 
department that authorizes a driver to operate a class of motor vehicle. The 
certificate shall be issued in accordance with the standards contained in 49 
CFR Part 383. A commercial driver certificate shall be issued only to persons 
whose state of domicile is outside the state, and does not currently issue a 
commercial driver license in compliance with standards contained in 49 CFR 
Part 383. The commercial driver certificate shall be considered a valid 
commercial driver license only when used with the individual’s driver 
license issued by the individual’s state of domicile or country; 

(11) “Commercial driver license” means a license issued by the depart- 
ment in accordance with the standards contained in 49 CFR Part 383 to an 
individual that authorizes the individual to operate a class of commercial 
motor vehicle. A commercial driver certificate accompanied by a valid driver 
license shall be considered a valid commercial driver license; 

(12)(A) “Commercial motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle or combination 

of motor vehicles used in commerce to transport passengers or property if 

the motor vehicle: : 
(i) Has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross combination weight 
rating of twenty-six thousand one (26,001) or more pounds; 
(ii) Is designed to transport more than fifteen (15) passengers, includ- 
ing the driver; or 
(iii) Is of any size and is used in the transportation of hazardous 
materials, as defined in this section; 

(B) However, the following vehicles and groups of vehicles shall not be 
considered commercial motor vehicles for the purposes of this chapter: 

(i) Vehicles that are controlled and operated by a farmer or nursery 
worker that are used to transport either agricultural products, farm 
machinery, or farm supplies to or from a farm or nursery, and are not 
used in the operations of a common or contract motor carrier; 

(ii) Vehicles designed and used solely as emergency vehicles that are 
necessary for the preservation of life or property or the execution of 
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emergency governmental functions performed under emergency condi- 

tions and not subject to normal traffic regulation. This exemption shall 

apply to vehicles operated by paid or nonpaid personnel; 

(iii) Vehicles operated for military purposes by active duty military 
personnel; members of the military reserves; members of the national 
guard on active duty, including personnel on full-time national guard 
duty, personnel on part-time national guard training, and national 
guard military technicians (civilians who are required to wear military 
uniforms); and active duty United States coast guard personnel. This 
exception is not applicable to United States reserve technicians; 

(iv) Vehicles designed and used primarily as recreational vehicles as 
defined in this section; and 

(v) Vehicles leased strictly and exclusively to transport personal 
possessions or family members for nonbusiness purposes; 

(13) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of safety; 

(14) “Controlled substance” means any substance so classified under 
§ 102(6) of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. § 802(6)), and includes 
all substances listed on Schedules I-V, of 21 CFR Part 1308, as they may be 
revised from time to time; 

(15) “Conviction” means an unvacated adjudication of guilt, or a determi- 
nation that a person has violated or failed to comply with the law in a court 
of original jurisdiction or by an authorized administrative tribunal, an 
unvacated forfeiture of bail or collateral deposited to secure the person’s 
appearance in court, a plea of guilty or nolo contendere accepted by the court, 
the payment of a fine or court cost, or violation of a condition of release 
without bail, regardless of whether or not the penalty is rebated, suspended 
or probated; 

(16) “Department” means the department of safety acting directly or 
through its duly authorized officers and agents; 

(17) “DHS Secretary” means the secretary of homeland security of the 
United States; 

(18) “Domicile” means a person’s fixed, permanent and principal home for 
legal purposes and to which the person has the intention of returning 
whenever the person is absent; 

(19) “Driver” means every person who drives or is in actual physical 
control of a motor vehicle upon a highway or who is exercising control over 
or steering a vehicle being towed by a motor vehicle; 

(20) “Driver license” means a license issued by the department to an 
individual that authorizes the individual to operate a motor vehicle on the 
highways; 

(21) “Driver licenses — Classes of” means: 

(A) Class A. This license shall be issued and valid for the operation of 
any combination of motor vehicles with a Gross Combination Weight 
Rating (GCWR) in excess of twenty-six thousand pounds (26,000 lbs.), 
provided the vehicle or vehicles being pulled have a Gross Vehicle Weight 
Rating (GVWR) in excess of ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.). Persons 
holding a valid Class A license may operate vehicles in Classes B, C and D, 
but not Class M vehicles, or vehicles that require a special endorsement 
unless the proper endorsement appears on the license; 
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(B) Class B. This license shall be issued and valid for vehicles with a 
Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) in excess of twenty-six thousand 
pounds (26,000 lbs.), or any such vehicle towing a vehicle not in excess of 
ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.) Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR). 
Persons holding a valid Class B license may operate vehicles in Classes C 
and D, but not vehicles in Classes A and M, or vehicles that require a 
special endorsement unless the proper endorsement appears on the 
license; 

(C) Class C. This license shall be issued and valid for the operation of 
any single vehicle with a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) of 
twenty-six thousand pounds (26,000 lbs.) or less Gross Vehicle Weight 
Rating (GVWR). This group applies to vehicles that are placarded for 
hazardous materials, designed to transport more than fifteen (15) passen- 
gers including the driver, or used as school buses. Persons holding a valid 
Class C license may operate vehicles in Class D but not in Classes A, B or 
M; 

(D) Class D. This license shall be issued and valid for the operation of 
any vehicle with a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) less than 
twenty-six thousand one pounds (26,001 lbs.), or any combination of 
vehicles with a Gross Combination Weight Rating (GCWR) less than 
twenty-six thousand one pounds (26,001 lbs.), except vehicles in Classes A, 
B, C or M or vehicles that require a special endorsement unless the proper 
endorsement appears on the license, and shall include autocycles; 

(E) Class H. The department may issue this class license to a minor 
between fourteen (14) and sixteen (16) years of age. This special class 
license shall be restricted to the operation of a passenger car or other 
similar vehicle under Class D, a “motor-driven cycle,” or a “motorized 
bicycle” as defined in § 55-8-101. This class license shall be known as a 
hardship license or motor driven cycle license previously issued under the 
authority of former § 55-7-104(g) and (h). The use of this license shall be 
valid for use in daylight hours only and for travel to authorized locations 
as specified on an attachment and by any other restriction deemed 
appropriate by the department and set forth in administrative rules and 
regulations; 

(F) Class M. This license is valid for all motorcycles, including all 
motor-driven cycles. This license classification may be added to a license 
valid for any other class, or it may be issued as the only classification on 
a license if the applicant is not licensed for any other classification. A Class 
M-limited license may also be issued and is valid for all motor-driven 
cycles, including mopeds, but not for larger motorcycles; 

(G) Class P. This class license is issued as an instructional permit and 
shall be valid to permit the operator to drive a particular class of vehicle 
on an instructional basis only. A Class P license shall be issued only in 
conjunction with another class indicating the class of vehicle or vehicles 
that the operator is legally entitled to operate. The holder of a Class P 
license must be accompanied at all times by a parent, stepparent, 
guardian, or certified driving instructor who has been licensed in this state 
as a driver for the type or class of vehicle being used for at least one (1) 
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year, who is at least twenty-one (21) years of age, and who is fit and 

capable of exercising physical control over the vehicle and who is occupy- 

ing a seat beside the driver; provided, that the requirement does not apply 
to motorcycles; 

(i) Class P licenses will be issued to persons completing the appropri- 
ate application, paying the required fees, and successfully passing a 
vision and written examination for the appropriate class of license; 

(ii) Applicants for a Class P license must meet all requirements of the 
particular class license for which they are applying; 

(iii) Class P licenses will be issued for classes of vehicle or vehicles as 
follows: 

(a) Class P-A. This is an instructional permit issued for Class A 
vehicles; 

(b) Class P-B. This is an instructional permit issued for Class B 
vehicles; 

(c) Class P-C. This is an instructional permit issued for Class C 
vehicles; 

(d) Class P-D. This is an instructional permit issued for Class D 
vehicles; and 

(e) Class P-M. This is an instructional permit issued for Class M 
vehicles; 

(iv) Persons issued a Class H or hardship license, who are at least 
fifteen (15) years of age, shall be extended the privileges provided above 
for persons issued a Class P-D license, when all provisions above are 
met; 

(22) “Driver license endorsements” means special authorizations required 
to be displayed on a driver license that permit the driver to operate certain 
types of motor vehicles or motor vehicles hauling certain types of cargo: 

(A) Multiple Trailer Endorsement. This endorsement is required on 
a Class A license to permit the licensee to operate a vehicle authorized to 
pull more than one (1) trailer in accordance with chapter 7 of this title; 

(B) Passenger Endorsement. This endorsement is required on a 
Class A, B, or C license to permit the licensee to operate a vehicle designed 
to transport more than fifteen (15) passengers, including the driver; 

(C) Cargo Tank Endorsement. This endorsement is required on a 
Class A or C license to permit the licensee to operate a vehicle that is 
designed to transport, as its primary cargo, any liquid or gaseous material 
within a tank attached to the vehicle, the tank having a designed capacity 
of one thousand gallons (1,000 gals.) or more; 

(D) Hazardous Material Endorsement. This endorsement is re- 
quired on any class license if the driver is operating a vehicle transporting 
a hazardous material that is required to be placarded under the Hazard- 
ous Materials Transportation Act (U.S.C. § 5101 et seq.), and by rules and 
regulations of the United States department of transportation; 

(E) School Bus Endorsement. This endorsement is required on any 
class license to permit the licensee to operate any vehicle being used as a 
school bus; and 

(F) For-Hire Endorsement. This endorsement is required to permit a 
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licensee to operate a Class D vehicle as a chauffeur; 

(23) “Employee” means an operator of a commercial motor vehicle, includ- 
ing an owner-operator or other independent contractor while in the course of 
operating a commercial motor vehicle, who is employed by an employer; 

(24) “Employer” means any person, including the United States, a state, 
or a political subdivision of a state, who owns or leases a commercial motor 
vehicle or assigns employees to operate such a vehicle; 

(25) “Farm tractors” means every motor vehicle designated and used 
primarily as a farm implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, and 
other implements of husbandry; 

(26) “Felony” means any offense under state or federal law that is 
punishable by death or imprisonment for a term exceeding one (1) year; 

(27) “Full legal name” means an individual’s first name, middle name or 
names and last name or surname, without use of initials or nicknames; 

(28) “Gross combination weight rating (G.C.W.R.)” means the value speci- 
fied by the manufacturer as the maximum loaded weight of a combination 
(articulated) vehicle. In the absence of a value specified by the manufacturer, 
G.C,W.R. will be determined by adding the G.V.W.R. of the power unit and 
the total weight of the towed unit and any load thereon; 

(29) “Gross vehicle weight rating (G.V.W.R.)” means the value specified by 
the manufacturer as the maximum loaded weight of a single vehicle. In the 
absence of a value specified by the manufacturer, the G.V.W.R. will be 
determined by the actual gross weight; 

(30) “Hazardous materials” means any material that has been designated 
as hazardous under 49 U.S.C. § 5103 and is required to be placarded under 
subpart F of 49 CFR Part 172 or any quantity of a material listed as a select 
agent or toxin in 42 CFR Part 73; 

(31) “Highway” means the entire width between the boundary lines of 
every way publicly maintained that is open to the use of the public for 
purposes of vehicular travel, or the premises of any shopping center, trailer 
park or apartment house complex or any other premises frequented by the 
public at large; 

(32) “Lawful permanent resident” means the status of having been 
lawfully accorded the privilege of residing permanently in the United States 
as an immigrant in accordance with the immigration laws, such status not 
having changed; 

(33) “Learner’s permit” means a special permit that is issued allowing 
minors fifteen (15) years of age to drive automobiles when accompanied by a 
licensed parent, guardian, or certified driving instructor; 

(34) “Low speed vehicle” means any four-wheeled electric vehicle whose 
top speed is greater than twenty miles per hour (20 mph) but not greater 
than twenty-five miles per hour (25 mph), including neighborhood vehicles. 
Low speed vehicles must comply with the safety standards in 49 CFR 
571.500; 

(35) “Medium speed vehicle” means any four-wheeled electric vehicle 
whose top speed is greater than thirty miles per hour (30 mph), but whose 
maximum speed allowed is thirty-five miles per hour (35 mph) only on 
streets with a forty mile per hour (40 mph) or less posted speed limit 
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pursuant to § 55-8-191(b)(1), including neighborhood vehicles. Medium 
speed vehicles must meet or exceed the federal safety standards set forth in 
49 CFR 571.500, except as otherwise provided in § 55-4-136; 

(36) “Motor driven cycle” means “motor driven cycle” as defined in 
§ 55-8-101; 

(37) “Motor vehicle” means a vehicle, low speed vehicle or medium speed 
vehicle as defined in this section, machine, tractor, trailer or semitrailer 
propelled or drawn by mechanical power used on highways or any other 
vehicle required to be registered under the laws of this state, but does not 
include any vehicle, machine, tractor, trailer or semitrailer operated exclu- 
sively on a rail; 

(38) “Motorcycle” means “motorcycle” as defined in § 55-8-101; 

(39) “Motorcycle learner’s permit” means a special permit that is issued 
allowing minors fifteen (15) years of age to drive motorcycles after success- 
fully passing the motorcycle operator’s license examination or when enrolled 
in a certified motorcycle rider education program; 

(40) “Motorized bicycle’ means “motorized bicycle” as defined in 
§ 55-8-101; 

(41) “Motorscooter” means “motorscooter” as included in the definition of 
“motor-driven cycle” in § 55-8-101; 

(42) “Nonresident” means every person who is not a resident of the state; 

(43) “Operator” means every person, other than a chauffeur, who drives or 
is in actual physical control of a motor vehicle upon a highway or who is 
exercising control over or steering a vehicle being towed by a motor vehicle; 

(44) “Owner” means a person who holds the legal title of a vehicle or in the 
event a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or lease 
thereof with the right of purchase upon performance of the conditions stated 
in the agreement and with an immediate right of possession vested in the 
conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is 
entitled to possession, then the conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor 
shall be deemed the owner for the purposes of this chapter; 

(45) “Person” means every natural person, firm, copartnership, associa- 
tion or corporation; 

(46) “Recreational vehicle” means every motor vehicle primarily designed 
as temporary living quarters for recreational camping or travel, as defined in 
ANSI Standards A119.2 and A119.5. The basic entities are: travel trailer, 
camping trailer, truck camper, motor home and park trailer; 

(47) “Resident” means every person that lives in this state for a period of 
time exceeding thirty (30) days, has taken employment, or who would qualify 
as a registered voter, or has taken action to establish Tennessee as principal 
place of domicile; 

(48) “Revocation of driver license” means the termination by formal action 
of the department of a person’s driver license or privilege to operate a motor 
vehicle on the public highways, which termination shall not be subject to 
renewal or restoration except that an application for a new license may be 
presented and acted upon by the department after the expiration of at least 
one (1) year after the date of revocation; 

(49) “School bus” means every motor vehicle operated for the transporta- 
tion of children to or from school or school-related activities and is operated 
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for compensation; 

(50) “Secretary” means the secretary of transportation of the United 
States; 

(51) “Serious traffic violation” means: 

(A) Excessive speeding, as defined by the secretary by regulation; 

(B) Reckless, careless or negligent driving, as defined under § 55-10- 
205; 

(C). A violation of any state or local law relating to motor vehicle traffic 
control, other than a parking violation, arising in connection with an 
accident or collision resulting in death or personal injury to any person, or 
property damage; 

(D) Driving a commercial motor vehicle without obtaining a commercial 
driver license; 

(E) Driving a commercial motor vehicle without a commercial driver 
license in the driver’s possession; 

(F) Driving a commercial motor vehicle without the proper class of 
commercial driver license and endorsements for the specific vehicle group 
being operated or for the passengers or type of cargo being transported; or 

(G) Any other violation of a state or local law relating to motor vehicle 
traffic control, other than a parking violation, that the secretary deter- 
mines by regulation to be serious; 

(52) “State” means: 

(A) For the purposes of commercial driver licenses, a state of the United 
States and the District of Columbia; 

(B) For all other purposes, a state of the United States, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa and 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands; 

(53) “Suspension of driver license” means the temporary withdrawal by 
formal action of the department of a person’s driver license or privilege to 
operate a motor vehicle on the public highways, which temporary with- 
drawal shall be for a period specifically designated by the department, not to 
exceed six (6) months for any first offense, except as eee otherwise 
under law; 

(54) “Temporary driver license” means a license issued by the department 
to an individual that authorizes the individual to operate a motor vehicle on 
the highways for the individual’s authorized period of stay in the United 
States or, if there is no slike ts end to the period of authorized stay, a period 
of one (1) year; 

(55) “United States” means the fifty (50) states and the District of 
Columbia; 

(56) “Vehicle” means every device in, upon, or by which any person or 
property is or may be transported or drawn upon a public highway, excepting 
devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or 
tracks; and 

(57) “Violation” means a conviction except as otherwise provided in 
§ 55-50-504(g). 
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Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 1; 1939, ch. 205, § 2; 
impl. am. Acts 1939, ch. 205, §§ 2, 3; C. Supp. 
1950, § 2715.9 (Williams, § 2715.14); Acts 
1955; cl. 114,18) 1; 1957,:eh..241,.$ 19. 77ochy 
189, § 1; 1979, ch. 247, § 4; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-702; Acts 1986, ch. 804, § 2; 1987, ch. 446, 
§ 10; 1988, ch. 584, § 2; T.C.A., § 55-7-102; 
Acts 1989, ch. 60, §§ 2-4; 1990, ch. 907, § 1; 
1996, ch. 799, §§ 1-3; 1997, ch. 375, § 1; 1999, 
ch. 351, § 1; 2000, ch. 606, § 5; 2002, ch. 747, 
8§ 8, 9; 2004, ch. 778, § 1; 2005, ch. 235, § 2; 
2007, ch. 194, §§ 1, 2; 2008, ch. 959, §§ 7, 8; 
2009, ch. 321, §§ 3-14; 2014, ch. 871, § 5; 2016, 
ch. 982, § 3; 2016, ch. 1015, § 11; 2017, ch. 156, 
S52 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former § 55-7-104(g) and (h), referred to in 
this section, read: “(g) The department may 
issue to a minor between the ages of fourteen 
(14) and sixteen (16) years a special restricted 
license or permit to operate a motor driven 
cycle or a motorized bicycle as defined in § 59- 
8-101 [repealed], upon compliance by the minor 
or persons acting in the minor’s behalf with all 
of the other provisions of this chapter, and 
provided further that the actual demonstration 
of ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable 
control, as provided in § 55-7-107 be made ona 
motor driven cycle or a motorized bicycle, and 
provided further that the license or permit 
issued in accordance with this section shall 
show upon its face a restriction to the use of a 
motor driven cycle or a motorized bicycle only, 
and any other restrictions that the department 
upon good cause deems necessary to impose as 
provided in § 59-7-108(c) [repealed]. The de- 
partment may issue a special restricted license 
to operate a motorized bicycle to any person 
fourteen (14) years of age or older who does not 
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possess an operator’s or chauffeur’s license. 

“(h) The department may issue to a minor 
who is fourteen (14) years of age or older a 
special limited license allowing the minor to 
drive a motor vehicle, as an operator only, 
between his home and a farm belonging to a 
member of his immediate family when travel is 
necessary to carry out work responsibilities on 
the farm. Before this license may be issued, the 
minor, or any person acting on the minor’s 
behalf, must comply with all other require- 
ments of this chapter. Any licenses issued un- 
der this subsection shall show upon its face a 
restriction stating “RESTRICTED: FOR 
HOME-FARM TRANSIT ONLY, and may bear 
any other restrictions that the department 
upon good cause deems necessary to impose as 
provided in § 55-7-108(b).” 

As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 
the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
licenses are issued in one of the classes in 
§ 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 


Cross-References. 

Criminal trespass by motor vehicle, § 39-14- 
A407. 

Motorcycle rider education and safety, title 
bo, coy Dae 


Law Reviews. 

A Critical Survey of Developments in Tennes- 
see Family Law in 1976-77, VII. Protection of 
Minors (Neil P. Cohen), 45 Tenn. L. Rev. 489. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Authority to revoke driver’s license reserved 
to department of safety, OAG 98-0125, 1998 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 125 (7/20/98). 

Effective date of revocation of driver’s li- 
cense, OAG 98-0125, 1998 Tenn. AG LEXIS 125 
(7/20/98). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. “Highway” Construed. 
2. “Commercial Motor Vehicle”. 


1. “Highway” Construed. 

Accident within grounds of veterans’ hospital 
occurred on “highway” so that service on secre- 
tary of state for nonresidents was valid. Ber- 
trand v. Wilds, 198 Tenn. 5438, 281 S.W.2d 390, 
1955 Tenn. LEXIS 404 (1955) (decided under 
law prior to 1955 amendment). 


2. “Commercial Motor Vehicle”. 

Officer had reasonable grounds for request- 
ing a commercial vehicle driver to take a blood 
alcohol test where defendant’s tractor-trailer 


was randomly selected for further inspection, 
an officer smelled alcohol on defendant, and 
results indicated that defendant had a blood 
alcohol level of .10 percent; the .04 percent 
blood alcohol level required for conviction for 
driving under the influence in a commercial 
vehicle is significantly lower than that required 
for driving under the influence in a non-com- 
mercial vehicle. Because of the relatively low 
blood alcohol level required for conviction, the 
evidence did not preponderate against the trial 
court’s finding that the officer had reasonable 
grounds to request the breathalyser test. State 
v. Bowery, 189 S.W.3d 240, 2004 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 690 (Tenn. Crim. App. 2004). 
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PART 2 
ADMINISTRATION BY DEPARTMENT 


55-50-201. Administration by department. 


This chapter shall be administered by the department of safety. 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 2; 1939, ch. 205, § 3; C. 
Supp. 1950, § 2715.10 (Williams, § 2715.15); 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-703; Acts 1988, ch. 584, 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former §§ 55-7-201 — 55-7-210 (Acts 1965, 
ch. 246, § 1; T.C.A., §§ 59-720 — 59-729), con- 
cerning the interstate driver’s license compact, 


§ 3; T.C.A. §§ 55-7-103, 55-7-201. were repealed by Acts 1985, ch. 184, § 2. 


55-50-202. Establishment of rules and regulations. 


(a) The commissioner is authorized to establish administrative rules and 
regulations concerning the licensing of persons to operate motor vehicles, in 
this state, for the purpose of ensuring the safety and welfare of the traveling 
public. The commissioner is also authorized to adopt rules and regulations, 
exemptions and policies promulgated by the secretary. The commissioner is 
authorized to adopt the rules and regulations, exemptions and policies pro- 
mulgated by the United States secretary of homeland security. The depart- 
ment is also authorized to utilize any verification process to comply with any 
rules and regulations, exemptions and policies promulgated by the United 
States secretary of homeland security. 

(b) The commissioner is also authorized to promulgate rules and regulations 
to effectuate the purposes of chapter 819 of the Public Acts of 1990. The rules 
and regulations shall be promulgated in accordance with the Uniform Admin- 
istrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 


History. ch. 246, § 1; T.C.A., §§ 59-720 — 59-729), con- 


Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 2; 1939, ch. 205, § 3; C. 
Supp. 1950, § 2715.10 (Williams, § 2715.15); 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-703; Acts 1988, ch. 584, 
§ 3; T.C.A. §§ 55-7-103, 55-7-202; Acts 1990, 
ch. 819, § 10; 1995, ch. 156, § 1; 2007, ch. 194, 
6™3. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former §§ 55-7-201 — 55-7-210 (Acts 1965, 


cerning the interstate driver’s license compact, 
were repealed by Acts 1985, ch. 184, § 2. 


Cross-References. 
Commercial licenses, rulemaking authority, 
§ 55-50-410. 


55-50-203. Authority to enter agreements. 


The department of safety may execute or make agreements, arrangements, 
or declarations to carry out this chapter with the licensing authorities of other 
states and the provinces or territories of Canada, and with third parties 


permitted in 49 CFR Part 383. 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
ch» 205, »$§, 2,.3;;C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.13 
(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 19738, ch. 224, §§ 1, 
2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. 
584, § 6; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-106, 55-7-203. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former §§ 55-7-201 — 55-7-210 (Acts 1965, 
ch. 246, § 1; T.C.A., §§ 59-720 — 59-729), con- 
cerning the interstate driver’s license compact, 
were repealed by Acts 1985, ch. 184, § 2. 
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55-50-204. Records to be kept by department — Fee for furnishing 
copies. 


(a) The department of safety shall file every application for a license 
received by it and shall maintain suitable indicies containing in alphabetical 
order: 

(1) All applications denied, and on each thereof note the reasons for the 
denial; 

(2) All applications granted; and 

(3) The name of every licensee whose license has been suspended or 
revoked by the department, and after each name note the reasons for this 
action. 

(b) The department shall also file all accident reports, abstracts of court 
records of convictions and driver education or improvement course completion 
certification received by it under the laws of this state, and, in connection 
therewith, maintain convenient records or make suitable notations in order 
that an individual record of each licensee showing the convictions of such 
licensee and the traffic accidents in which the licensee has been involved and 
the driver education or improvement courses the licensee has completed shall 
be readily ascertainable and available for the consideration of the department 
upon any application for renewal of license and at other suitable times. 

(c)(1) The department shall record and maintain as part of the driver 

history of persons holding or required to hold commercial driver licenses all 

convictions, disqualifications and other licensing actions for violations of any 

state or local law relating to motor vehicle traffic control, other than a 

parking violation, committed in any type of vehicle, in this state or any other 

state. 

(2) The department shall make driver history information required by 
this subsection (c) available to the users designated in subdivision (c)(4) or to 
their authorized agent within ten (10) days of: 

(A) Receiving the conviction or disqualification information from an- 
other state; or, 
(B) The date of the conviction, if it occurred in the same state. 

(3) The department shall retain on the driver history record all convic- 
tions, disqualifications and other licensing actions for violations for at least 
three (3) years or longer as required under 49 CFR 384.231(d). 

(4) Only the following users or their authorized agents may receive the 
designated information: 

(A) States: All information on all driver records; 

(B) The secretary of transportation: All information on all driver 
records; 

(C) The driver: Only information related to that driver’s record; and 

(D) A motor carrier or prospective motor carrier: After notification to a 
driver, all information related to that driver’s or prospective driver’s 
record. 

(d)(1) The department shall charge and collect a fee of five dollars ($5.00) for 

preparing and furnishing copies of the records. All fees so collected shall 

constitute expendable receipts of the department. 
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(2) The department shall not include the social security number of any 
person who has been issued a driver license in this state, including a 
commercial driver license, in copies of the records sold pursuant to this 


section. 


(3) The department shall maintain information concerning the comple- 
tion of a driver education or improvement course for administrative pur- 
poses or court use only. The department shall not include information 
concerning the completion of a driver education or improvement course in 
copies of records sold pursuant to this section. 

(e) The department shall maintain a copy of all licenses as issued. 

(f) This section is also applicable when the department issues a photo 
identification license, intermediate driver license, learner permit, temporary 
driver license, temporary learner permit, temporary intermediate driver 
license, or temporary photo identification license. 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 10; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
eng) 2054) $$.2,3;..C,, Supp» 1950, §.2715.18 
(Williams, § 2715.23); Acts 1961, ch. 94, § 1; 
1967, ch. 102, § 1; 1969, ch. 213, § 1; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-711; Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 2; 
1988, ch. 584, § 10; T.C.A. §§ 55-7-111, 55-7- 
204; Acts 1999, ch. 44, § 3; 2007, ch. 194, § 4; 
2008, ch. 1181, §§ 3, 4; 2009, ch. 321, § 15. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former §§ 55-7-201 — 55-7-210 (Acts 1965, 
ch. 246, § 1; T.C.A., §§ 59-720 — 59-729), con- 
cerning the interstate driver’s license compact, 
were repealed by Acts 1985, ch. 184, § 2. 


55-50-205. Electronic transmittal of information to federal selective 
service system. [Enactment contingent on funding by the 
federal selective service system. See the Compiler’s Notes. ]| 


The department shall transmit, in an electronic format, necessary informa- 
tion contained on applications for an intermediate driver license, driver 
license, renewal of driver license or photo identification license to the federal 
selective service system for any male United States citizen or immigrant who 
is at least eighteen (18) years of age but less than twenty-six (26) years of age 
and is required to be registered pursuant to the Military Selective Service Act 
of 1967 (50 U.S.C. Appx. § 451 et seq.); provided, that the department shall not 
be required to transmit the information until the department has a sufficient 
computer operating system in place to efficiently effectuate the transmission. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 781, § 2. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former §§ 55-7-201 — 55-7-210 (Acts 1965, 
ch. 246, § 1; T.C.A., §§ 59-720 — 59-729), con- 
cerning the interstate driver’s license compact, 
were repealed by Acts 1985, ch. 184, § 2. 

Acts 2002, ch. 781, § 1 enacted this section 
effective December 1, 2002; however, as pro- 
vided in § 5 of that act, the act shall only be 
effective if the federal selective service system 
pays for computer programming fees necessi- 
tated pursuant to the provisions of that act. 
The commissioner of safety shall certify to the 
commissioner of finance and administration 
and to the executive secretary of the Tennessee 


code commission that the department has re- 
ceived sufficient funding from the federal selec- 
tive service system to implement the computer 
programming necessitated pursuant to the pro- 
visions of the act. The section as set out above 
reflects the enactment by ch. 781. 

Acts 2002, ch. 781, § 4 provided that nothing 
in that act shall be construed as requiring the 
department of safety to upgrade any computer 
operating system in use on December 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 781, § 5 provided that this 
section shall apply to all male United States 
citizens or immigrants at least eighteen (18) 
years of age but less than twenty-six years of 
age who are applying for issuance, renewal or 
duplication of any intermediate driver license, 
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driver license or photo identification license on 
or after December 1, 2002. 
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PART 3 
APPLICATION, EXAMINATION, AND ISSUANCE 


55-50-301. License required — Requirements — Exception — Applica- 
bility to temporary licenses and permits. 


(a) Every person applying for an original or renewal driver license shall be 
required to comply with and be issued a classified driver license meeting the 


following requirements: 


(1) No person, except those expressly exempted in this section, shall drive 


any motor vehicle upon a highway in this state unless the person has a valid 
driver license under this chapter for the type or class of vehicle being driven; 

(2) No person, except those expressly exempted in this section, shall steer 
or, while within the passenger compartment of the vehicle, exercise any 
degree of physical control of a vehicle being towed by a motor vehicle upon a 
highway in this state unless the person has a valid driver license under this 
chapter for the type or class of vehicle being towed; 

(3) No person shall receive a driver license unless and until the person 
surrenders to the department all valid licenses in the person’s possession, 
issued to that person by this or any other jurisdiction. All surrendered 
licenses issued by another jurisdiction shall be returned, together with 
information that the person is licensed in this state. No person shall be 
permitted to have more than one (1) valid driver license at any time; and 

(4) Any person licensed as a driver may exercise the privilege granted 
upon all streets and highways in this state and shall not be required to 
obtain any other license to exercise the privilege by any county, municipal or 
local board, or body having authority to adopt local police regulations. 

(b) This section is applicable to the issuance of temporary driver licenses 
and permits. 
(c) AClass M license shall not be required for the operation of an autocycle. 


History. 

Acts; 1937, ch.,),90,). § 135) Cs) .upp,,,.1 950, 
§ 2715.11 (Williams, § 2715.16); Acts 1955, ch. 
114,§ 2: 195 7% ch. 992 $$) de02: 1957, ch. 209. 
§ 1; 1959,.ch. 272, § 13.1967, ch..238, $1; impli. 
am. Acts 1971, ch. 162, § 3; Acts 1972, ch. 467, 
§ 1; 1974; ch. 444, $$ '12% 1975, chy.82, §, 1; 
1976, ch. 841, § 1; 1977, ch. 90, § 1; 1977, ch. 
189, § 2; 1978, ch. 643, §§ 1, 2; 1979, ch. 247, 
§§ 5, 8; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-704; Acts 1986, 
ch. 804, § 7; 1987, ch. 446, § 11; 1988, ch. 584, 
§ 4; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-104, 55-7-301; Acts 2000, 
ch. 606, § 6; 2007, ch. 194, § 5; 2016, ch. 1015, 
§ 10. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-7-301 was transferred to § 55- 
7-701 (now 55-50-701) in 1988. 


Cross-References. 

Applications, § 55-50-321. 

Autocycle, §§ 55-1-103, 55-4-111, 55-8-101, 
55-9-101, 55-12-102. 

Hardship license, § 55-50-312. 

Learner permits, § 55-50-311. 

Licensing of minors, § 55-50-312. 

Motorcycle rider education and safety, title 
55, chapter 51. 

Violation deemed habitual offender offense, 
§ 55-10-6083. 

Class M license, § 55-50-102. 


Law Reviews. 

A Critical Survey of Developments in Tennes- 
see Family Law in 1976-77, VII. Protection of 
Minors (Neil P. Cohen), 45 Tenn. L. Rev. 489. 
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Attorney General Opinions. 
Senior drivers. OAG 11-80, 2011 Tenn. AG 
LEXIS 82 (12/5/11). 
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Regulation of electric bicycles. OAG 14-26, 
2014 Tenn. AG LEXIS 27 (3/5/14). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Investigation by Police Officer. 

Nothing in T.C.A. § 55-50-301, without more, 
requires or authorizes a police officer to inves- 
tigate or ascertain whether a person has a 


driver’s license. Rimer v. Collegedale, 835 
S.W.2d 22, 1992 Tenn. App. LEXIS 206 (Tenn. 
Ct. App. 1992), appeal denied, 1992 Tenn. 
LEXIS 435 (Tenn. June 22, 1992). 


DECISIONS UNDER PRIOR LAW 


Analysis 


. Licensing of Operators. 

. —Minors. 

. ——Liability of Parents. 
. Failure to Have License. 
. Contributory Negligence. 


= OP CNW FR 


. Licensing of Operators. 

The mere fact that an individual is not li- 
censed to operate a motor vehicle does not 
render the owner of an automobile liable for the 
negligence of the unlicensed borrower where 
such fact has no causal connection with the 
injury or damage. Smith v. Henson, 214 Tenn. 
541, 381 S.W.2d 892, 1964 Tenn. LEXIS 505 
(1964). 


2. —Minors. 

The obvious purpose of the provisions relat- 
ing to the licensing of minors was to make 
parents signing for the application of minors 
liable for damages where there is otherwise no 
proof of financial responsibility of the minor of 
the type required by the state. Leggett v. Cross- 
noe, 206 Tenn. 700, 336 S.W.2d 1, 1960 Tenn. 
LEXIS 400 (1960). 

A minor is held to the same standard of care 
as an adult with respect to the operation of a 
motor vehicle on the highways, down the roads, 
streets and alleys of the state. Powell v. Hart- 
ford Acci. & Indem. Co., 217 Tenn. 503, 398 
S.W.2d 727, 1966 Tenn. LEXIS 607 (1966). 


3. — —Liability of Parents. 

Nonresident parents’ act of joining in their 
minor son’s application for Tennessee driver’s 
license as required by this section brought 
them within the class of persons who might be 
served with process through secretary of state 
under § 20-224 (now § 20-2-203) in tort action 
arising out of son’s operation of automobile on 
highways of state. Leggett v. Crossnoe, 206 
Tenn. 700, 336 S.W.2d 1, 1960 Tenn. LEXIS 400 
(1960). 

Motorcycles were included within the defini- 
tion of motor vehicles, and any negligence or 
willful misconduct or violation of any motor 
vehicle law included the unauthorized use of 
motorcycles; therefore, the person signing the 
teenage affidavit accepting responsibility for 


his son’s negligence or willful misconduct while 
operating a motor vehicle was liable for dam- 
ages and injuries resulting from his son’s un- 
authorized operation of a motorcycle. Bandy v. 
Duncan, 665 S.W.2d 387, 1983 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 658, 45 A.L.R.4th 77 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1983). 


4. Failure to Have License. 

Where failure of defendant’s driver to have a 
chauffeur’s license was not alleged in the dec- 
laration in action for personal injuries and 
property damage trial court’s charge to jury 
that failure to have such license was negligence 
if jury found that driver was required to have 
license was error. Erosion Control Corp. v. Ev- 
ans, 58 Tenn. App. 90, 426 S.W.2d 202, 1967 
Tenn. App. LEXIS 212 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 


5. Contributory Negligence. 

Parents of minor were relieved of liability 
under this section for damages arising out of 
minor’s operation of automobile where minor 
established proof of financial responsibility in 
the form required by the state. Leggett v. Cross- 
noe, 206 Tenn. 700, 336 S.W.2d 1, 1960 Tenn. 
LEXIS 400 (1960). 

Where parents satisfied proof of financial 
responsibility for their minor son under 18 
years of age pursuant to former § 55-7-104(c), 
and where son was later found liable for dam- 
ages for bodily injuries to other parties, the 
statute of limitations applying to parents liabil- 
ity sounds in tort under § 28-304 (now § 28-3- 
104), and was not a contractual liability under 
§ 28-309 (now § 28-3-109). Bankers Fire & 
Marine Ins. Co. v. Sampley, 304 F. Supp. 523, 
1968 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 9919 (E.D. Tenn. 1968), 
affd, 420 F.2d 300, 1970 U.S. App. LEXIS 
11375 (6th Cir. Tenn. 1970). 

Where court of appeals had previously held 
that automobile insurance covering public li- 
ability and property damage issued to father of 
driver of stolen automobile involved in accident 
was not broad enough to cover personal injuries 
and property damages arising out of such acci- 
dent even though father was personally liable 
under former § 55-7-104(d), insurance com- 
pany was likewise not liable under the terms of 
the policy for attorney’s fees incurred by father 
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in defending suits against insured arising out 
of such accident. Sampley v. Beacon Mut. In- 
dem. Co., 63 Tenn. App. 279, 470 S.W.2d 614, 
1971 Tenn. App. LEXIS 220 (Tenn. Ct. App. 
1971). 

Although operation of motorbike by unli- 
censed driver was a violation of law, in order to 
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charge plaintiff with contributory negligence 
for permitting his minor son to ride on a motor- 
bike operated by an unlicensed driver, it must 
be shown that such fact was the proximate 
cause of the accident or injury. Brown v. Smith, 
604 S.W.2d 56, 1980 Tenn. App. LEXIS 373 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1980). 


55-50-302. Classes of licenses — Endorsements — Applicability to 
temporary licenses and permits. 


(a) The department, upon issuing a driver license, shall indicate thereon the 
class of vehicles the licensee may drive. Licenses shall be issued with the 
classifications and endorsements as defined in § 55-50-102. 

(b) The department shall establish qualifications it believes reasonably 
necessary, in addition to the qualifications specified in this part, for the safe 
operation of the various types, sizes, or combinations of vehicles, and shall 
determine by appropriate examination whether each applicant is qualified for 
the license classification or endorsement for which application has been made. 

(c) The department shall not issue a license in Class A, B, or C or any of the 
endorsements specified in subsection (a) other than a for-hire endorsement 
unless the applicant meets the following qualifications in addition to all other 
applicable qualifications: 

(1) The applicant must be at least twenty-one (21) years of age; 

(2) The applicant must not currently be under a driver license suspension 
or revocation in this or any other state; 

(3) The applicant must certify in the license application that all of the 
qualifications are met. 

(d) The department shall not issue an initial school bus endorsement to any 
applicant unless: 

(1)(A) The applicant is at least twenty-five (25) years of age; or 

(B) The applicant is at least twenty-three (23) years of age and: 

(i) An honorably discharged veteran of the United States armed 
forces; 

(ii) A member of the national guard or a reserve component of the 
United States armed forces; or 

(iii) A licensed teacher employed by an LEA; 

(2) The applicant has had at least five (5) consecutive years of unre- 
stricted driving experience prior to the date of application; and 

(3) The department is fully satisfied as to the applicant’s good character, 
competency, and fitness to be so employed. 

(e) An applicant for an initial school bus endorsement pursuant to subdivi- 
sion (d)(1)(B) must submit to the department, as part of the application: 

(1) A certified copy of the applicant’s certificate of release or discharge 
from active duty, department of defense form 214 (DD 214), if the applicant 
is an honorably discharged veteran of the United States armed forces; or 

(2) A letter recommending the applicant to operate a school bus, from: 

(A) One (1) of the applicant’s commanding officers, if the applicant is a 
member of the national guard or a reserve component of the United States 
armed forces; or 
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(B) The director of schools of the LEA that employs the applicant, if the 
applicant is a licensed teacher. 

(f) The department shall not issue a for-hire endorsement unless the 
applicant has had at least two (2) years of unrestricted driving experience prior 
to the date of application and the department is fully satisfied as to the 
applicant’s good character, competency, and fitness to be so employed, and the 
applicant is eighteen (18) years of age and will be operating a Class D vehicle. 
Nothing in this subsection (f) shall authorize anyone under nineteen (19) years 
of age to operate a commercial motor vehicle as defined in 49 CFR Part 390; 
provided, that the department is authorized to issue a for-hire endorsement to 
operate a Class D vehicle to an applicant who is at least sixteen (16) years of 
age and whois not currently under any driver license suspension, cancellation, 
or revocation in this or any other state, and the vehicle is owned by the 
applicant’s family business to conduct deliveries of goods and products exclu- 
sively for family business. 

(g) This section is applicable to the issuance of temporary driver licenses 
and permits. 

(h)(1) The department shall not issue or renew a hazardous materials 

endorsement unless a determination of no security threat has been issued in 

conformance with 49 CFR Part 1572. 

(2) The department shall revoke a current hazardous materials endorse- 
ment upon receipt of an initial or final determination of security threat in 

accordance with 49 CFR Part 1572. 





History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 3; C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 2715.11 (Williams, § 2715.16); Acts 1955, ch. 
hia eo 2 1957 ch, 199) $8" 1 a2. 195 peck. U9. 
§ 1; 1959, ch. 272, § 1; 1967, ch. 238, §* 1;impl. 
am. Acts 1971, ch. 162, § 3; Acts 1972, ch. 467, 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 1, 2; 1975, ch. 82, § 1; 
1976, ch. 841, § 1; 1977, ch. 90, § 1; 1977, ch. 
189, § 2; 1978, ch. 643, §§ 1, 2; 1979, ch. 247, 
§§ 5, 8; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-704; Acts 1986, 
ch. 804, § 7; 1987, ch. 446, § 11; 1988, ch. 584, 
§ 4; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-104, 55-7-302; Acts 1992, 
ch. 617, §§' 1-3; 1992, ch. 722)’ § “1;°1993, ch: 


450, § 1; 1994, ch. 905, § 1; 1997, ch. 179, § 1; 
2005, ch. 235, § 3; 2007, ch. 194, §§ 6, 7; 2009, 
ch. 321, § 16; 2017, ch. 289, § 3; 2019, ch. 38, 
§§ 1, 2. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-7-302 was transferred to § 55- 
7-702 (now § 55-50-702) in 1988. 


Cross-References. 
Hardship licenses, § 55-50-312. 
Learner permits, § 55-50-311. 
Licensing of minors, § 55-50-312. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Lack of Authority. 

T.C.A. §§ 55-50-302 and 55-50-404 do not 
create an exception to the grant of authority 
vested in trial courts to issue restricted li- 
censes; these sections address the independent 
authority of the department of safety to issue 


such licenses, but do not prohibit it from com- 
plying with a trial court’s order for the issuance 
of restricted licenses. State v. Banks, 875 
S.W.2d 308, 1993 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 870 
(Tenn. Crim. App. 1993). 


55-50-303. Persons not eligible for licensing — Exception for tempo- 


rary licenses. 


(a) The department shall not issue any license under this chapter: 
(1)(A) To any person, as a Class A, B, or C driver, who is under twenty-one 


(21) years of age; 


(B)G) Notwithstanding subdivision (a)(1)(A), persons nineteen (19) 


55-50-3038 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 874 


years of age shall be permitted to apply for a Class A or B license if no 
special endorsements are required, the commercial vehicle will be 
operated solely in intrastate commerce, within one hundred (100) miles 
of the driver’s place of employment or home terminal, and there has 
been compliance with all other current provisions of 49 CFR Parts 383 
and 391; and 

(ii) Notwithstanding subdivision (a)(1)(A), persons eighteen (18) 
years of age shall be permitted to apply for a Class B license if no special 
endorsements are required, the commercial vehicle will be operated 
solely in intrastate commerce, within one hundred (100) miles of the 
driver’s place of employment or home terminal, and there has been 
compliance with all other current provisions of 49 CFR Parts 383 and 
391; 

(2) To any person whose license has been suspended, cancelled or revoked, 
during suspension, cancellation or revocation and not until the person has 
complied with all requirements for reinstatement; 

(3) To any person who is an habitual drunkard, or is addicted to the use 
of narcotic drugs; 

(4) To any person who has previously been adjudged to be afflicted with or 
suffering from any mental disability or disease and who has not at the time 
of application been restored to competency by the methods provided by law; 

(5) To any person who is required by this chapter to take an examination, 
unless the person has successfully passed the examination; 

(6) To any person when the commissioner has good cause to believe that 
the person by reason of physical or mental disabilities would not be able to 
operate a motor vehicle with safety upon the highways; 

(7) To any person who is required under the laws of this state to deposit 
proof of financial responsibility and who has not deposited the proof; 

(8) To any person who does not comply with § 49-6-3017; or 

(9) To any person who is not a United States citizen or lawful permanent 

resident of the United States. 
(b)(1) Notwithstanding subsections (d) and (e), in addition to all other 
requirements of law, prior to reinstating the driving privileges and/or 
reissuing a driver license to any person who has been convicted of the offense 
of driving while under the influence, the department shall require certifica- 
tion that all fines and costs have been paid to the court of jurisdiction.The 
certification shall be made upon a form supplied by the department, and 
shall indicate the fines and costs levied by the court, that all fines and costs 
have been paid to the court, or that the fines and/or costs were waived as a 
result of the person being found to be indigent by the court, if the court is 
located within this state. The form shall be completed and certified by the 
clerk of the court of jurisdiction; provided, however, that it is the sole 
responsibility of the individual seeking reinstatement or reissuance to 
obtain the certification and present it to the department. 

(2) Persons convicted of any other offense requiring mandatory revocation 
of driving privileges shall be required to present the same certification in 
subdivision (b)(1) prior to the reinstatement of driving privileges and/or the 
reissuance of a driver license. 





875 UNIFORM CLASSIFIED AND COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE 55-50-303 


(3) Each certification form required by this section shall be accompanied 
by a three-dollar filing fee, payable to the department. 

(c) Notwithstanding this section, the department may issue a temporary 
license, pursuant to § 55-50-331(g) and any other departmental rules and 
regulations promulgated by the department. 

(d)(1) A person whose license has been suspended, subject to the approval of 

the court, may pay any fines or costs, arising from the convictions or failure 

to appear in any court, by establishing a payment plan with the clerk of the 

court to which the fines and costs are owed. The fines and costs for a 

conviction of driving while suspended may be included in such payment 

plan, subject to the approval of the court. 

(2) The department is authorized to reinstate a person’s driving privileges 
when the person provides the department with certification from the local 
court to which the fines and costs are owed that the person has entered into 
a payment plan with the court clerk and has satisfied all other provisions of 
law relating to the issuance and restoration of a driver license. 

(3) The department shall, upon notice of the person’s failure to comply 

with any payment plan established pursuant to this subsection (d), suspend 
the license of the person. Persons who default under this subsection (d) shall 
not be eligible for any future payment plans under this subsection (d). The 
department shall notify the person in writing of the proposed suspension, 
and upon request of the person within thirty (30) days of the notification, 
shall provide the person an opportunity for a hearing to show that the person 
has, in fact, complied with the court clerk’s payment plan. Failure to make 
the request within thirty (30) days of receipt of notification shall, without 
exception, constitute a waiver of the right. 
(e)(1) Any person whose license has been suspended for having been 
convicted of a driving offense, and for the subsequent failure to pay a fine or 
cost imposed for that offense, may apply to the court where the person was 
convicted for the issuance of a restricted license. The court shall order the 
person whose license has been suspended to enter into a payment plan with 
the court clerk and make payments to the court clerk during the period of 
restricted license, as a condition of receiving the restricted license, in an 
amount reasonably calculated to fully pay the moneys owed the court during 
the period of the restricted license, including authorization of payment of the 
fine by installments as authorized in § 40-24-101. The restricted license 
shall be valid only for the purpose of going to and from work at the person’s 
regular place of employment. 

(2) The judge shall order the issuance of a restricted license, based upon 
the records of the department of safety, if the department suspended the 
person’s license as a result of the person’s conviction of any driving offense 
in that court and for the person’s failure to pay or secure any fine or costs 
imposed for that offense; provided, however, that the judge shall not order 
the issuance of a restricted license and the department shall not issue a 
restricted license to a person whose license is suspended pursuant to 
§ 55-10-615. 

(3) The order shall state with all practicable specificity the necessary 
times and places of permissible operation of a motor vehicle. The person so 
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arrested may obtain a certified copy of the order and, within ten (10) days 
after the order is issued, present it, together with an application fee of 
sixty-five dollars ($65.00), to the department, which shall issue a restricted 
license embodying the limitations imposed in the order. After proper appli- 


cation and until the restricted license is issued, a certified copy of the order 


may serve in lieu of a motor vehicle operator’s license. 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 4; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
ch. 205, §§ 2, 3; Acts 1943, ch. 82, § 1; C. Supp. 
1950, § 2715.12 (Williams, § 2715.17); Acts 
T9650, chy Ala. 8) 321979) Ch tote 8. 1, Leck. 
(orig. ed.), § 59-705; Acts 1988, ch. 584, § 5; 
T.C.A., §§ 55-7-105, 55-7-303; Acts 1990, ch. 
679,§ 1; 1990, ch. 819, § 2; 1991, ch. 113, §§ 1, 
2; 1994, ch. 905, § 2; 1995, ch. 156, § 1; 1997, 
Ch 11.799 8427/2004. chidl78 48 2 2005,.¢hx235) 
8 7 2007, ch. 194, '§.8:'2016, ch..748, $8,253: 
2019, ch. 488, § 4. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-7-303 was transferred to § 55- 
7-703 (now § 55-50-703) in 1988. 


Cross-References. 
Payment of fines, manner, § 40-24-101. 
Promulgation of rules and regulations by 
commissioner of safety, § 55-50-202. 
Supplemental penalties, juveniles, § 55-10- 
oUt 


Law Reviews. 

Torts — Liability of Car Owner for Negli- 
gence of Unlicensed Minor, 27 Tenn. L. Rev. 
631. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Waiver of Fines and Costs. 

T.C.A. § 55-50-303(b)(1), pertaining to the 
certification of payment of fines and costs, pro- 
vides an exception to the general rules covering 
court costs; therefore, general sessions courts 


possess the discretion to waive court costs in a 
case of driving under the influence upon a 
finding that the defendant is indigent. State v. 
Black, 897 S.W.2d 680, 1995 Tenn. LEXIS 181 
(Tenn. 1995). 


55-50-304. Persons exempt from licensing. 


The following persons are exempt from licensing under this chapter: 
(1)(A) Any member of the armed forces while operating a motor vehicle 
owned or leased by any branch of the armed services of the United States; 
(B) Any individual who is operating a CMV for military purposes, 
including active duty military personnel; members of the military re- 
serves; members of the national guard on active duty, including personnel 
on full-time national guard duty, personnel on part-time national guard 
training, and national guard military technicians (civilians who are 
required to wear military uniforms); and active duty United States coast 
guard personnel. This exception is not applicable to United States reserve 
technicians; 

(2) Any person while driving or operating any road machine, farm tractor, 
or implement of husbandry temporarily operated or moved on a highway; 

(3) Anonresident who is at least sixteen (16) years of age and who has in 
immediate possession a valid driver license issued to the person in the 
person’s home state or country may operate a motor vehicle in this state only 
as a Class D driver; 

(4) Anonresident who is at least twenty-one (21) years of age and who has 
in immediate possession a valid license equivalent to a Tennessee class 
license issued to the person in the person’s home state or country may 
operate a motor vehicle of a comparable class in this state; 
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(5)(A) Anonresident, who establishes residency in this state, may operate 

a motor vehicle in the state for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days from 

the date of establishing the residency; provided, that the nonresident has 

in the nonresident’s immediate possession a valid driver license issued by 
another state, or country; and 

(B) In order to facilitate the growth of international commerce in 
Tennessee, an individual who is not a citizen of the United States and who 
is employed in a managerial or technical position in this state may, in 
connection with employment, operate a motor vehicle in this state for a 
period up to six (6) months under a valid driver license issued by another 
state, country or international body; 

(6) A student who is pursuing an approved driver training course in a 
public school or a private secondary school approved by the commissioner of 
education or by a recognized regional or national accrediting agency, or in a 
duly licensed commercial driver training school. This exemption applies only 
to the operation of a motor vehicle bearing school driver training identifica- 
tion and only while an instructor, certified and registered by the department 
of education or licensed by the department of safety as a driver instructor, 
accompanies the student; 

(7)(A) Any active member of the armed forces assigned to a military 
installation or base located within this state, and the member’s spouse, 
who have in their immediate possession a valid driver license issued to 
them in their home state or country; provided, that this exemption only 
applies if the member of the armed forces has not established Tennessee as 
the member’s domicile; 

(B) For purposes of this exemption, domicile may be inferred if the 
person has registered to vote in Tennessee, or was required to pay the 
wheel tax when registering a motor vehicle in Tennessee, has listed 
Tennessee as the person’s state for tax purposes on the person’s military 
leave and earnings statement (LES), or has taken action that clearly 
indicates the person’s intent to permanently reside in Tennessee. Purchas- 
ing a home or registering a motor vehicle without being required to pay the 
wheel tax in Tennessee, does not alone, or in conjunction with each other, 
establish intent to declare Tennessee as the person’s domicile. The 
domicile of the spouse shall be deemed to be the same as that of the active 
duty service member for purposes of this subdivision (7)(B). Domicile may 
not be inferred if the basis for the determination, without considering 
other relevant factors, is that the member of the armed forces or the 
member’s spouse has obtained employment in this state or that the 
member or the member’s spouse is enrolled in the public schools of this 
state; and 
(8) An ADS or an ADS-operated vehicle, as defined by § 55-30-102, or a 

person operating an ADS-operated vehicle with the ADS engaged. 


History. $1; 1974, ‘ch: 444, §$ 1, 2; 1975, ch. 82, $1; 

Acts: 1937, wehy '90,)°§3;'<C, Supp. 1950, ») 1976; ch. 841,°§ 2;91977,;chs 90, § 1; 1977, ch. 
§ 2715.11 (Williams, § 2715.16); Acts 1955,ch. 189, § 2; 1978, ch. 6438, §§ 1, 2; 1979, ch. 247, 
114, § 2; 1957, ch. 199, §§ 1, 2; 1957, ch. 209, §§ 5, 8; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-704; Acts 1986, 
§ 1; 1959, ch. 272,§ 1; 1967, ch. 238,§ 1l;impl. ch. 804, § 7; 1987, ch. 446, § 11; 1988, ch. 584, 
am. Acts 1971, ch. 162, § 3; Acts 1972, ch. 467, § 4; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-104, 55-7-304; Acts 1990, 
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ch. 670, § 1; 1991, ch. 101, § 1; 1995, ch. 25, 
§ 1; 2009, ch. 321, § 17; 2017, ch. 474, § 15. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-7-304 was transferred to § 55- 
7-704 (now § 55-50-704) in 1988. 


55-50-305. Validity of current licenses. 


For any person holding a currently valid operator, regular chauffeur, or 
special chauffeur license on July 1, 1989, the license shall remain valid until 
expiration, suspension, revocation, or cancellation. 


History. Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 1987, ch. 90, § 3; C. Supp. 1950, As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 
§ 2715.11 (Williams, § 2715.16); Acts 1955, ch. _ the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
114, § 2; 1957, ch. 199, §§ 1, 2; 1957, ch. 209, _ feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
§ 1, 1959, ch. 272, § 1; 1967, ch. 238,§ 1;impl. Jicenses are issued in one of the classes in 
am. Acts 1971, ch. 162, § 3; Acts 1972, ch. 467, § 55-50-102. 
$.491974, cha 444) $85 leeds 197 5,eh 82> § rs 
1976, ch. 841, § 1; 1977, ch. 90, § 1; 1977, ch. Cross-References. 
189, § 2; 1978, ch. 643, §§ 1, 2; 1979, ch. 247, Expiration of licenses, § 55-50-337. 
8§ 5, 8; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-704; Acts 1986, 
ch. 804, § 7; 1987, ch. 446, § 11; 1988, ch. 584, 
§ 4; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-104, 55-7-305. 


55-50-306. Electronic driver license system. 


(a) The department of safety is authorized to develop a secure and uniform 
system, to be known as the “electronic driver license system,” for authorizing 
persons to present or submit evidence of a valid driver license in an optional 
electronic format in lieu of a physical driver license. An acceptable electronic 
format includes display of electronic images on a cellular telephone or any 
other type of portable electronic device. The department may contract with one 
(1) or more entities to develop the electronic driver license system. The 
department or entity may develop a mobile software application capable of 
being utilized through a person’s electronic device to access an electronic image 
of the person’s driver license. 

(b) The department may accept donations and grants from any source to pay 
the expenses the department incurs in the development of the electronic driver 
license system. 

(c) The department may take reasonable measures to publicize the elec- 
tronic driver license system to potential participants. 

(d) The department shall not charge a fee to participate in the electronic 
driver license system. 

(e) In lieu of a physical driver license, a person who participates in the 
system may present or submit evidence of possession of a valid driver license 
in an electronic format, which shall be accepted as such evidence for identifi- 
cation and other purposes, including upon the request of a law enforcement 
officer or a seller of alcoholic beverages. The electronic driver license system 
shall allow law enforcement officers to verify the authenticity of the driver 
license. If a person displays the evidence in an electronic format pursuant to 
this subsection (e), the person is not consenting for a law enforcement officer to 
access any other contents of the electronic device. 
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(f) The department shall disable, suspend, or terminate a person’s partici- 
pation in the electronic driver license system if: 
(1) The physical driver license issued to the participant has been can- 
celled, revoked, or suspended as provided in this chapter; or 
(2) The participant reports that the participant’s electronic device has 
been lost or stolen. 


History. 
Acts 2015, ch. 509, § 1. 


55-50-307. Acquired brain injury, intellectual disability, or develop- 
mental disability designation for driver’s license or photo 
identification license. 


(a) Upon request by a person who has an acquired brain injury, an 
intellectual disability, or a developmental disability, or by a parent or guardian 
of a minor, or a conservator of a person with the injury or disability, when the 
department issues or renews a driver license or photo identification license to 
the person, the driver license or photo identification license shall have 
language or a symbol designed by the department, that indicates the person 
has an acquired brain injury, an intellectual disability, or a developmental 
disability. The language or symbol shall be displayed clearly on the license. 

(b) A person who elects to have language or a symbol indicating an acquired 
brain injury, an intellectual disability, or a developmental disability on the 
person’s license at the time of issuance, renewal, or reissue shall pay the 
required license fee, check a box on the application stating the person has an 
acquired brain injury, an intellectual disability, or a developmental disability, 
and provide proof of a diagnosis by a licensed medical doctor, psychiatrist, 
psychologist or senior psychological examiner, or neurologist of the acquired 
brain injury, intellectual disability, or developmental disability. 

(c) A person who elects to have the acquired brain injury, intellectual 
disability, or developmental disability designation added to the person’s license 
may opt out of participation at any time. If a change is sought outside the 
normal renewal schedule, the person shall bear the associated costs, consistent 
with established fees applicable to reissuance of licenses. 

(d) For purposes of this section: 

(1) “Acquired brain injury” means.an alteration in brain function or other 
evidence of brain pathology; and 

(2) “Developmental disability” and “intellectual disability” have the same 
meanings as defined in § 33-1-101. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2018, ch. 981, § 1. Acts 2018, ch. 981, § 3. July 1, 2019. 


55-50-308 — 55-50-310. [Reserved.] 


55-50-311. Learner permit — Intermediate license — Fees — Restric- 
tions — Penalties — Application — Parental notification. 


(a)(1) Any person who is fifteen (15) years of age or older, who has 
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successfully passed the standard written test and visual examination for 
applicants of a state automotive license, and who has the written approval of 
the person’s parent or legal guardian may be issued a learner permit by the 
department of safety. A learner permit shall allow the person to operate a 
motor vehicle whenever the person is accompanied by a person who is at 
least twenty-one (21) years of age and is licensed to operate a motor vehicle. 
A person with a learner permit shall not operate a motor vehicle from ten 
o’clock p.m. (10:00 p.m.) to six o’clock a.m. (6:00 a.m.). 

(2) In addition to any other fees authorized by this chapter for the 
issuance of a learner permit, any person issued a learner permit under this 
section shall pay a five-dollar learner permit fee. 

(b)(1) A person may be issued an intermediate driver license if the person is 
sixteen (16) years of age or older and has: 

(A) Passed a driver license examination pursuant to § 55-50-322; 

(B) Had a learner permit pursuant to subsection (a), or its equivalent 
from another state, for not less than one hundred eighty (180) days; 

(C) Not accumulated six (6) or more points pursuant to the driver 
improvement program established in § 55-50-505 during the one-hun- 
dred-eighty day period immediately preceding application; 

(D) Presented certification by a parent, legal guardian or licensed 
instructor that the person has accumulated a minimum of fifty (50) hours 
of behind-the-wheel driving experience, including a minimum of ten (10) 
hours driving experience at night; and 

(E) Successfully demonstrated the person’s ability to exercise ordinary 
and reasonable control in the operation of an automobile. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (b)(1), a person may be issued an inter- 
mediate driver license if the person is sixteen (16) years of age or older and 
has been licensed to drive in another state for at least ninety (90) days. 

(3) In addition to any other fees authorized by this chapter for the 
issuance of an intermediate driver license, any person issued an intermedi- 
ate driver license under this section shall pay a five-dollar intermediate 
driver license fee. 

(c)(1) The intermediate driver license issued pursuant to this section shall 
be a regular Class D license; provided, that the word “INTERMEDIATE” is 
prominently printed thereon. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided by this section, a driver may apply for an 
unrestricted driver license one (1) year after receiving an intermediate 
driver license. All restrictions on vehicle operation pursuant to subsection (e) 
shall remain in full effect until the time successful application is made to the 
department for an unrestricted driver license. Upon successful application, 
the department shall have in place a procedure noting that the intermediate 
restrictions have been removed. 

(3) Upon attaining eighteen (18) years of age, any licensee may obtain a 
license without the word “INTERMEDIATE” as required in subdivision 
(c)(1) by paying the fee for a duplicate license. However, no person shall be 
required to obtain the duplicate license, until the license expires. 

(d) The department shall promulgate certificates to be completed by a driver 
with a valid unrestricted driver license pursuant to subdivision (b)(1)(D). For 
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the purposes of issuing an intermediate driver license, the department shall 

only accept certificates promulgated by the department for this purpose. 
(e)(1) A person issued an intermediate driver license shall not operate a 
motor vehicle from eleven o’clock p.m. (11:00 p.m.) to six o’clock a.m. (6:00 
a.m.) unless: 

(A) Accompanied by a parent or legal guardian; 

(B) Accompanied by a licensed driver twenty-one (21) years of age or 
older, designated by the parent or legal guardian; 

(C) Driving to or from scheduled specifically-identified school-sponsored 
activities and events, if the driver has in the driver’s possession written 
permission from the driver’s parent or legal guardian authorizing the 
driver to go to or from the specifically-identified scheduled school-spon- 
sored activities and events; 

(D) Driving to or from full, or part-time employment, if the driver 
possesses written permission from the driver’s parent or legal guardian 
identifying the location of employment and authorizing the driver to go to 
or from the employment; or 

(EF) Driving to or from hunting or fishing between the hours of four 
o'clock a.m. (4:00 a.m.) and six o’clock a.m. (6:00 a.m.) and in possession of 
a valid hunting or fishing license. 

(2) In addition to subdivision (e)(1), a person issued an intermediate 
driver license shall not operate a motor vehicle with more than one (1) 
passenger in the motor vehicle unless: 

(A) One (1) or more of the passengers are twenty-one (21) years of age 
or older and possess a valid unrestricted driver license; or 

(B) The additional passengers are brothers, sisters, stepbrothers or 
stepsisters of the driver, including adopted or foster children residing in 
the same household of the driver, and the driver has in the driver’s 
possession a letter from the driver’s parent or legal guardian authorizing 
the passengers to be in the motor vehicle for the sole purpose of going to 
or from school. 

(f)(1) If the driver accumulates six (6) or more points pursuant to the driver 
improvement program established in § 55-50-505 after the issuance of an 
intermediate driver license, the driver shall be ineligible to apply for an 
unrestricted driver license for an additional ninety (90) days from the time 
the driver would otherwise be eligible to obtain the license. 

(2)(A) Upon receipt of a motor vehicle accident report in which a person 

with an intermediate driver license is determined to have contributed to 

the occurrence of an accident, or a second safety belt violation pursuant to 

§ 55-9-603, the driver shall be ineligible to apply for an unrestricted 

driver license for an additional period of ninety (90) days from the time the 

driver would otherwise be eligible to obtain the license. 

(B) If the department receives notification of such conviction after 
successful application for an unrestricted driver license has been made, 
the department has the authority to suspend the license for ninety (90) 
days and may reissue the driver an intermediate driver license for this 
period. 

(3) Upon a second conviction for a moving violation, a person shall 
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complete a certified driver education course before the person is eligible to 

obtain an unrestricted driver license. 

(g) In addition to any other penalty, a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) shall be 
imposed upon conviction for a violation of this section. 

(h) Any driver who has a forged or fraudulent letter or other written 
statement of approval shall be in violation of this chapter and shall, upon 
conviction, have the driver’s intermediate driver license revoked and be issued 
a learner permit until the driver reaches eighteen (18) years of age. Upon 
reaching eighteen (18) years of age, the driver may apply for an unrestricted 
license if the driver meets all of the other requirements of this chapter. 

(i)(1) This section shall not apply to any person under eighteen (18) years of 

age who has graduated from high school. A person under eighteen (18) years 

of age who has graduated from high school may, if the person otherwise 
meets the requirements of this chapter, obtain an unrestricted license. 

(2) This section shall not apply to any person eighteen (18) years of age or 
older. A person eighteen (18) years of age or older may, if the person 
otherwise meets the requirements of this chapter, obtain an unrestricted 
license. 

(j) The court in which a conviction is entered for a moving violation or a 
second safety belt violation pursuant to § 55-9-603 shall send notification of 
the conviction to the designated parent or legal guardian of a person with a 
learner permit or intermediate driver license. 

(k) The intermediate driver license issued to a person shall be of the same 
type issued to all qualified drivers within this state and shall be valid for a 
similar number of years; provided, that the word “INTERMEDIATE” shall be 
prominently printed on the front thereof. The commissioner shall determine 
the appropriate placement and size of the “INTERMEDIATE” restriction. 

(1) The commissioner shall, upon receiving an accident report of an accident 
occurring in this state that has resulted in death, and upon determining that 
an operator has either contributed to the occurrence of an accident or that 
there has been an adjudication against or a conviction against an operator who 
has an intermediate driver license, revoke the license of the operator and shall 
issue to the operator a learner permit. The operator shall retain a learner 
permit until the operator reaches eighteen (18) years of age. Upon reaching 
eighteen (18) years of age, a driver can apply for an unrestricted driver license. 

(m) Any driver who, upon conviction of possession of five (5) or more grams 
of methamphetamine, as scheduled in § 39-17-408(d)(2), while operating a 
motor vehicle in this state shall be in violation of this chapter and shall have 
the driver’s intermediate license revoked and shall be issued a learner permit 
until the driver reaches eighteen (18) years of age. Upon reaching eighteen (18) 
years of age, the driver may apply for an unrestricted license, if the driver 
meets all of the other requirements of this chapter. For the purposes of this 
section, a motor vehicle is in operation if its engine is operating, whether or not 
the motor vehicle is moving. 

(n)(1) No driver possessing a learner permit or intermediate driver license 

pursuant to this section shall operate a motor vehicle in motion on any 

highway while using a hand-held cellular telephone, cellular car telephone, 
or other mobile telephone. 
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(2) Aviolation of this subsection (n) is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable 
only as follows: 
(A) A fine of fifty dollars ($50.00); and 
(B) The driver shall be ineligible to apply for an intermediate or 
unrestricted driver license for an additional ninety (90) days from the time 
the driver would otherwise be eligible to obtain the license type. 

(3) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this subsection (n), 
which must be proven by a preponderance of the evidence, that the driver’s 
use of a hand-held cellular or cellular car telephone was necessitated by a 
bona fide emergency. The use of a mobile phone while operating a vehicle by 
any driver who is eighteen (18) years of age or less to communicate with the 
person’s custodial parents shall be deemed a bona fide emergency and shall 


not be a violation of this subsection (n). 


History. 

Acts .1937, ch. 90, § 3; .C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 2715.11 (Williams, § 2715.16); Acts 1955, ch. 
114, § 2; 1957, ch. 199, §§ 1, 2; 1957, ch. 209, 
©. 15/1959, ch. 272, §..1; 1967, ‘ch. 238, §.1; ampl. 
am. Acts 1971, ch. 162, § 3; Acts 1972, ch. 467, 
ee 1974) chy. 44488 12: 107s) che Ba, 8 1: 
1976, ch. 841, § 1; 1977, ch. 90, § 1; 1977, ch. 
189, § 2; 1978, ch. 648, §§ 1, 2; 1979, ch. 247, 
§§ 5, 8; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-704; Acts 1986, 
ch. 804, § 7; 1987, ch. 446, § 11; 1988, ch. 584, 
§ 4; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-104, 55-7-311; Acts 1996, 
ch. 802, § 4; 2000, ch. 700, §§ 1, 2, 4, 5; 2001, 
ch. 200, §§ 1-4; 2003, ch. 365, § 1; 2005, ch. 
209,'$,/2;/2005, ch: 236, § 1: 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 13 provided that the 
commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules 


55-50-312. Licensing of minors. 


and regulations to effectuate the provisions of 
the act. 

Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 14 provided that the act 
shall only take effect if sufficient funds to 
implement the provisions of the act are in- 
cluded in the general appropriations act for the 
fiscal year in which the act becomes effective. 

Acts 2008, ch. 365, § 2 provided that the 
commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules 
and regulations to effectuate the provisions of 
the act. 


Cross-References. 

Applications, § 55-50-321. 

Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 

Photographs of licensees under twenty-one, 
photographs and licenses of licensees turning 
twenty-one, § 55-50-334. 


(a)(1) The application of any person under eighteen (18) years of age for an 
instruction permit or driver license shall be signed and verified before a 
person authorized to administer oaths by the person’s parent, stepparent, 
grandparent, guardian, foster parent, or other authorized representative of 
the department of children’s services, or, in the event there is no parent, 
stepparent, grandparent, guardian, foster parent, or other authorized rep- 
resentative of the department of children’s services, then by another 
responsible adult who is willing to assume the obligation imposed under this 
chapter upon a person signing the application of a minor. If other than a 
parent, stepparent, grandparent, guardian, foster parent, or other autho- 
rized representative of the department of children’s services, the responsible 
person must, in addition to assuming responsibility, file future proof of 
insurance on behalf of the minor until the minor reaches eighteen (18) years 
of age. If during this period the insurance or proof of financial responsibility 
is cancelled, terminated or no longer in force, the driving privileges of the 
minor shall be suspended until requirements of this section and §§ 55-50- 
301 and 55-50-302 are complied with and a new application for reinstate- 
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ment of the license is made. If, in the event the applicant for a driver license 

is married, the spouse may sign and verify the application, if the spouse is a 

person capable of legally entering into contractual relationships. 

(2) As used in subdivision (a)(1), “stepfather,” “stepmother,” or “steppar- 
ent” means only that stepparent residing in the same household with the 
minor seeking the license. 

(3) In cases where a grandparent signs the application of a minor and 
assumes financial responsibility for a minor pursuant to this subsection (a), 
the parent, stepparent, guardian or custodian, as appropriate, shall sign a 
notarized statement authorizing the grandparent to do so which shall 
accompany the license application. In addition, the grandparent shall 
present a statement indicating the grandparent’s understanding of the 
financial responsibility the grandparent is assuming pursuant to this 
section. The SR-22 form from the grandparent’s insurance provider shall 
fulfill this requirement. 

(b) Any negligence or willful misconduct or violation of any motor vehicle 
law of this state or any municipality thereof by a minor under eighteen (18) 
years of age when driving a motor vehicle upon a highway or street shall be 
imputed to the person who has signed the application of the minor for a permit 
or license, which person shall be jointly and severally liable with the minor for 
any damages or fines occasioned by the negligence, willful misconduct, or 
violation, except as otherwise provided in subsection (c). 

(c) In the event a minor deposits or there is deposited upon the minor’s 
behalf proof of financial responsibility with respect to the operation of a motor 
vehicle owned by the minor, or if not the owner of a motor vehicle, then with 
respect to the operation of any motor vehicle, in form and in amounts as 
required under the motor vehicle financial responsibility laws of this state, 
then the department may accept the application of the minor when signed by 
the spouse over eighteen (18) years of age, or one (1) parent, stepparent, 
grandparent or guardian of the minor, and while proof is maintained the 
spouse, parent, stepparent, grandparent or the guardian shall not be subject to 
the liability imposed under subsection (b). 

(d) Any person who has signed the application of a minor for a license may 
thereafter file with the department a notarized written request that the license 
of the minor so granted be cancelled. Thereupon, the department shall cancel 
the license of the minor, and upon cancellation by the department, the person 
who signed the application of the minor shall be relieved from the liability 
imposed under this chapter by reason of having signed the application on 
account of any subsequent negligence or willful misconduct of the minor in 
operating a motor vehicle. 

(e) The department may issue to a minor who is at least fifteen (15) years of 
age a special restricted license or permit to operate a motor-driven cycle or a 
motorized bicycle as defined in § 55-8-101, upon compliance by the minor or 
persons acting in the minor’s behalf with all of the other provisions of this 
chapter; provided, that the actual demonstration of ability to exercise ordinary 
and reasonable control, as provided in §§ 55-50-321 — 55-50-324, 55-50-331 — 
55-50-338 and 55-50-352, is made on a motor-driven cycle or a motorized 
bicycle; and provided further, that the license or permit issued in accordance 
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with this section shall show upon its face a restriction to the use of a 
motor-driven cycle or a motorized bicycle only, and any other restrictions that 
the department, upon good cause, deems necessary. 

(f) The department may issue to a minor who is fourteen (14) years of age or 
older a special restricted license when facts presented to the department 
indicate there is good cause to issue the restricted license. This license shall 
hereinafter be referred to as a hardship license. The hardship license shall be 
restricted according to rules and regulations promulgated by the commis- 
sioner. 

(g) The falsification of any information submitted under this section, either 
by the applicant or by the person signing any affidavit required under this 
section, shall result in the suspension of the license of the applicant and the 


license of the person signing the affidavit. 


History. 

Acts *1937,-"ch. 90, °$°3;"°C. “Supp. 1950, 
§ 2715.11 (Williams, § 2715.16); Acts 1955, ch. 
ie, $2: 1957, ch, 199,88. 1.2: 1957, eh. 1209. 
Pe L959 cn. 272,90 T1967, ch. 236, §° 1; impl. 
am. Acts 1971, ch. 162, § 3; Acts 1972, ch. 467, 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 1, 2; 1975, ch. 82, § 1; 
1976, ch, 841, § 1; 1977, ch. 90,.$, 1;,1977, ch. 
189, § 2; 1978, ch. 643, §§ 1, 2; 1979, ch. 247, 
§§ 5, 8; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-704; Acts 1986, 
ch. 804, § 7; 1987, ch. 446, § 11; 1988, ch. 584, 
§ 4; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-104, 55-7-312; Acts 1995, 
ch. 272, § 1; 1996, ch. 802, §§ 1-3, 5; 2000, ch. 
700, § 6; 2008, ch. 1151, § 1; 2015, ch. 330, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 13 provided that the 
commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules 
and regulations to effectuate the provisions of 


Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 14 provided that the act 
shall only take effect if sufficient funds to 
implement the provisions of the act are in- 
cluded in the general appropriations act for the 
fiscal year in which the act becomes effective. 
Sufficient funds to implement Acts 2000, ch. 
700 were included in the general appropria- 
tions act for fiscal year 2000. 


Cross-References. 

Applications, § 55-50-321. 

Expiration of licenses, § 55-50-337. 

Minors withdrawn from secondary school — 
denial of motor vehicle license or permit, § 49- 
6-3017. 

Photographs of licensees under twenty-one, 
photographs and licenses of licensees turning 
twenty-one, § 55-50-334. 


the act. 


55-50-313 — 55-50-320. [Reserved.] 


55-50-321. Applications. [Amendment contingent on funding by the 
federal selective service system. See the Compiler’s Notes. ] 


(a) Every application for a driver license, instruction permit, intermediate 
driver license, and photo identification card shall be made upon a form 
furnished by the department. Every application shall be accompanied by a 
birth certificate or other proof of the applicant’s date of birth that is satisfac- 
tory to the driver license examiner and by a nonrefundable fee of two dollars 
($2.00), which shall constitute expendable receipts of the department. The 
application shall also be accompanied by proof of Tennessee residency accept- 
able to the department. 

(b) The driver license examiner is authorized and required to obtain positive 
proof of age and identification of any person taking an examination for a driver 
license. The applicant shall make certification on the application as to the 
applicant’s age and identification, and, in addition, shall submit to the driver 
license examiner other documentation meeting the criteria established by 
rules promulgated by the commissioner as proof of age and identification, or 
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present to the driver license examiner one (1) person who possesses a valid 
driver license issued in this state who shall attest, in writing, under oath, that 
the applicant has truthfully identified the applicant in the applicant’s affidavit. 
For applicants under eighteen (18) years of age, the oath may be administered 
to, and the affidavit attested and signed by, a parent or legal guardian of the 
applicant, if the parent or legal guardian possesses a valid driver license issued 
in this state. The driver license examiners are empowered and authorized to 
administer oaths to applicants and attesting witnesses and to take affidavits. 
(c)(1)(A) Every application shall state the full name, date and place of birth, 
sex, county of residence, residence address, including the street address 
and number or route and box number, or post office box number if the 
applicant has no bona fide residential street address, of applicant, height, 
weight, hair and eye color, social security number, if the applicant has 
been issued a social security number, and whether any such license has 
ever been suspended or revoked, or whether an application has ever been 
refused, and, if so, the date of and reason for the suspension, revocation, 
or refusal, and other information as the department may require to 
determine the applicant’s identity, competency, and eligibility. The infor- 
mation regarding the applicant’s social security number shall be main- 
tained in the records of the department of safety for use as required by any 
state or federal law relative to child support establishment or enforcement 
or for other purposes as may be required by law. If the department allows 
the use of a number other than the social security number on the face of 
the license, and the social security number obtained on the application is 
kept on file with the department, the department shall so advise the 
applicant. Any applicant for a Tennessee driver license who desires the 
assistance of an interpreter in order to make application for a license and 
complete the required application shall be responsible for procuring this 
assistance; provided, that nothing contained within this part shall be 
construed or implemented in any manner that violates the Americans 
With Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq.). 

(B) Any applicant who does not have, or who states that the applicant 
has never been issued, a social security number required by subdivision 
(c)(1)(A) shall complete an affidavit, under penalty of perjury, affirming 
that the applicant has never been issued a social security number. 

(C) Any applicant applying for a driver license, instruction permit, 
intermediate driver license or photo identification license, upon initial 
issuance or reinstatement, shall provide either an original or certified copy 
of one of the following: 

(i) Documentation that the applicant is a citizen of the United States; 
or 

(ii) Documentation issued by the United States government estab- 
lishing that the applicant is a lawful permanent resident. 

(D) Any applicant who has received an initial issuance of a driver 
license since January 1, 2001, shall provide documentation as required in 
subdivision (c)(1)(C)G) or (c)(1)(C)Gi) upon the first renewal date of the 
license. 

(EK) Any applicant applying for reinstatement on or after July 1, 2012, 
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for which the department has the documents required in subdivision 

(c)(1)(C)G) or (c)(1)(C)Gi) on file, shall be deemed in compliance with 

subdivision (c)(1)(C) unless otherwise required by law. 

(2) For applicants under eighteen (18) years of age, the application shall 
be accompanied by documentation of compliance with § 49-6-3017. No 
first-time applicant who is eighteen (18) years of age or younger suspended 
pursuant to § 55-50-502(a)(1)(J), shall be assessed a reinstatement fee by 
the department. 

(d) Whenever an application is received from a person previously licensed in 
another jurisdiction, the department shall request a copy of the driver’s record 
in this state with the same force and effect as though entered on the driver’s 
record in this state in the original instance. 

(e) Section 55-50-602 is applicable to any person who knowingly makes false 
or fraudulent certification as to the person’s identification, date of birth, or 
driving privileges when making application for a driver license or photo 
identification license. The false attestation, knowingly made, is also punish- 
able by suspension of the driver license of the person for two (2) years. The 
person shall be entitled to the rights and remedies established by the Uniform 
Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, for contested 
case hearings. 

(f) [Effective December 1, 2002, if contingency met. See the Compil- 
er’s Notes.] Every application form for an intermediate driver license, driver 
license, renewal of driver license or photo identification license shall contain 
the following language printed clearly thereon: “By submitting this applica- 
tion, I am consenting to registration with the Selective Service System, if so 
required by Federal Law.” 

(g) The department shall not accept matricula consular cards as proof of 
identification for driver license application and issuance purposes. 

(h) Any applicant applying for a temporary driver license, temporary 
learner permit, temporary intermediate driver license or temporary photo 
identification license, upon initial issuance, renewal and reinstatement, shall 
provide proof acceptable to the department relative to the applicant’s identity, 
Tennessee residency, and authorized period of stay in the United States. 

(i)(1) Any person presenting a driver license from a state that issues driver 

licenses to illegal aliens for the purposes of obtaining a Tennessee driver 

license shall be required to establish proof of United States citizenship, 
lawful permanent resident status, or, in the case of a temporary driver 
license, a specified period of authorized stay in the United States. 

(2) The department is authorized to promulgate rules necessary to 
effectuate this subsection (i) in accordance with the Uniform Administrative 
Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. The department is also 
authorized to utilize any process to comply with any rules and regulations, 
exemptions, and policies promulgated by the United States secretary of 
homeland security or other state or federal agency. 


History. 1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1943, ch.56,§ 1;mod. 176, §§ 1, 2; 1970, ch. 352, § 1; 1972, ch. 652, 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14 (Williams, § 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
8§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
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ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
§ 1; 1987, ch. 446,§ 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 1988, 
ch. 978, § 1; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-321; Acts 
1989, ch. 137, § 1; 1989, ch. 341, § 2; 1990, ch. 
819, § 3; 1992, ch. 611,.§ 1;1992, ch.'791, § 9; 
1995, ch. 156, § 1; 1998, ch. 699, § 1; 1998, ch. 
779, § 1; 1998, ch. 1098, § 62; 1999, ch. 374, 
§ 3; 2000, ch. 700, § 7; 2001, ch. 158, §§ 1, 2; 
2002, ch. 781, § 3; 2003, ch. 351, § 1; 2004, ch. 
778, § 3; 2007, ch. 194, §§ 9, 10; 2012, ch. 542, 
§ 1; 2018, ch. 665, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 138 provided that the 
commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules 
and regulations to effectuate the provisions of 
the act. 

Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 14 provided that the act 
shall only take effect if sufficient funds to 
implement the provisions of the act are in- 
cluded in the general appropriations act for the 
fiscal year in which the act becomes effective. 
Sufficient funds to implement Acts 2000, ch. 
700 were included in the general appropria- 
tions act for fiscal year 2000. As of September 
2004, the executive secretary has received no 
notice from the commissioner of safety. 

Acts 2002, ch. 781, § 3 amended this section 
by adding (f) effective December 1, 2002; how- 
ever, as provided in § 5 of that act, the act shall 
only be effective if the federal selective service 
system pays for computer programming fees 
necessitated pursuant to the provisions of that 
act. The commissioner of safety shall certify to 
the commissioner of finance and administra- 
tion and to the executive secretary of the Ten- 
nessee code commission that the department 
has received sufficient funding from the federal 
selective service system to implement the com- 
puter programming necessitated pursuant to 
the provisions of the act. The section as set out 
above reflects the amendment by ch. 781. 

Acts 2002, ch. 781, § 4 provided that nothing 
in that act shall be construed as requiring the 
department of safety to upgrade any computer 
operating system in use on December 1, 2002. 

Acts 2002, ch. 781. § 5 provided that subsec- 
tion (f) shall apply to all male United States 
citizens or immigrants at least eighteen (18) 
years of age but less than twenty-six years of 
age who are applying for issuance, renewal or 
duplication of any intermediate driver license, 
driver license or photo identification license on 
or after December 1, 2002. 

For an Order directing the department of 
safety to implement certain procedures regard- 
ing driver licenses and photo identification 
cards, see Executive Order No. 35 (August 21, 
2002). 


Cross-References. 
Learner permits, § 55-50-311. 
License required, § 55-50-301. 
Licensing of minors, § 55-50-312. 
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Motorcycle rider education and safety, title 
BS sch. OL, 

Photo ID cards, § 55-50-336. 

Promulgation of rules and regulations by 
commissioner of safety, § 55-50-202. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Department of Safety’s requirement of Social 
Security numbers in applying for a driver’s 
license, OAG 99-132, 1999 Tenn. AG LEXIS 176 
(7/7/99). 

T.C.A. § 55-50-321(c), which allows appli- 
cants who do not possess social security num- 
bers to obtain drivers licenses, does not violate 
the United States Constitution or conflict with 
federal laws regarding citizenship and immi- 
gration, OAG 02-018, 2002 Tenn. AG LEXIS 19 
(2/13/02). 

A law conditioning issuance of a driver’s 
license upon provision of a social security num- 
ber would not violate the equal protection 
clause of the United States Constitution or the 
equal protection clauses of the Tennessee Con- 
stitution because the law would be one of neu- 
tral and uniform application and would be a 
reasonable means of promoting the state’s le- 
gitimate interest in preventing fraud in the 
issuance of such licenses and promoting public 
safety and security, OAG 02-041, 2002 Tenn. 
AG LEXIS 47 (4/4/02). 

A law requiring the issuance of a driver’s 
certificate, rather than a driver’s license, to any 
otherwise qualified applicant who has never 
been issued a social security number would not 
violate the free exercise clauses of the United 
States Constitution or the Tennessee Constitu- 
tion because the law would be one of neutral 
and uniform application and would be a reason- 
able means of promoting the state’s legitimate 
interest in preventing fraud in the issuance of 
such licenses and public safety and security, 
OAG 02-041, 2002 Tenn. AG LEXIS 47 (4/4/02). 

A law requiring the issuance of a driver’s 
certificate, rather than a driver’s license, to any 
otherwise qualified applicant who has never 
been issued a social security number would not 
violate the supremacy clause of the United 
States Constitution because it would not di- 
rectly attempt to regulate immigration in dero- 
gation of the congressional power to do so, OAG 
02-041, 2002 Tenn. AG LEXIS 47 (4/4/02). 

T.C.A. § 55-50-321(c)(1)(B) authorizing the 
issuance of drivers licenses to persons who 
have never obtained or received social security 
numbers, does not violate Tenn. Const., art. XI, 
§ 8, OAG 03-126, 2003 Tenn. AG LEXIS 144 
(9/29/03). 

County and municipal governments do not 
have the authority to enact laws and/or ordi- 
nances refusing to recognize the validity of any 
drivers licenses issued pursuant to the provi- 
sions of T.C.A. § 55-50-321(c)(1)(B), OAG 03- 
126, 2003 Tenn. AG LEXIS 144 (9/29/03). 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Constitutionality. 
2. Applicability. 


1. Constitutionality. 

The statutory provision, requiring every ap- 
plicant for a new driver’s license or the renewal 
of a valid license to furnish the department of 
safety with his or her social security number, 
was constitutional; the appellant was not en- 
titled to an exemption from this statutory pro- 
vision. State v. Loudon, 857 S.W.2d 878, 1993 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 60 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
1993). 

Court dismissed plaintiffs’ claims that T.C.A. 
§ 55-50-321(c)(1)(C), which conditioned issu- 
ance of a driver license upon proof of United 
States citizenship or lawful permanent resi- 


dent status, was a classification based on alien- 
age that denied them equal protection because 
plaintiffs failed to demonstrate that the chal- 
lenged classification was not rationally related 
to a legitimate government purpose. League of 
United Latin Am. Citizens v. Bredesen, 500 
F.3d 523, 2007 FED App. 341P, 2007 U.S. App. 
LEXIS 20556 (6th Cir. Aug. 28, 2007). 


2. Applicability. 

The amendment to this provision, requiring 
that the social security number of a driver must 
be provided in the application for an original or 
renewal of a driver’s license (see Public Acts, 
1992, ch. 791, § 9), should not be given retro- 
active application. State v. Loudon, 857 S.W.2d 
878, 1993 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 60 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 1993). 


55-50-322. Examination of applicants. 


(a)(1)(A) The department shall examine every applicant for a driver license, 





intermediate driver license, learner permit, temporary driver license, 
temporary learner permit, and temporary intermediate driver license, 
except as otherwise provided in this part. This examination shall include 
a test of the applicant’s eyesight to be administered according to standards 
set by the department, the applicant’s ability to read and/or understand 
highway signs regulating, warning and directing traffic, the applicant’s 
knowledge of the traffic laws of this state, and shall include an actual 
demonstration of ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable control in the 
operation of a motor vehicle or combination of vehicles of the type covered 
by the license classification or endorsement that the applicant is seeking. 
The examination may also include further physical and mental examina- 
tions the department finds necessary to determine the applicant’s fitness 
to operate a motor vehicle safely upon the highways. 

(B) All such examinations given to persons under eighteen (18) years of 
age shall be written, with the exception of examination of the applicant’s 
eyesight including, but not limited to, night vision performance. However, 
this restriction shall not apply to any person who, prior to January 1, 1990, 
obtained a valid license other than by written examination, or to any 
person with a medical condition, certified by a physician, which would 
render a written examination impractical, or to any handicapped child, 
including the learning disabled, certified by a specialist as unable to be 
tested by written examination. 

(2) In addition, all examinations administered to applicants for a driver 


license or intermediate driver license shall include questions concerning 
drugs and alcohol, the effects of those substances on a person’s ability to 
operate a vehicle and the applicable Tennessee laws pertaining to operating 
a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, and the alcohol and 
drug related questions shall constitute one-fourth (14) of the written exami- 
nation. The department shall ensure the driver manual used to prepare 
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applicants for the license examination includes sufficient information con- 
cerning drugs and alcohol to enable a reasonably diligent applicant to 
correctly answer the additional questions. 
(b)(1) The department may waive the required knowledge and skills tests 
upon application for a Tennessee driver license by a nonresident who 
establishes residency in this state. The new resident must surrender a driver 
license or submit a certified report from the former state of residence. Either 
the license or the report shall verify that the license is not subject to 
cancellation, suspension or revocation and that the license is valid, or has 
not been expired in excess of six (6) months. 
(2)(A) As used in this subdivision (b)(2), “valid military commercial driver 
license” means any commercial driver license that is recognized by any 
active or reserve component of any branch of the United States armed 
forces as currently being valid or as having been valid at the time of an 
applicant’s separation or discharge from the armed forces that occurred 
within the two-year period immediately preceding the date of application 
for a commercial driver license. 

(B) The department shall waive the required skills test upon initial 
application for a commercial driver license by any applicant who, at the 
time of initial application, has been issued, or is in immediate possession 
of, a valid military commercial driver license and who certifies on the 
application that, during the two-year period immediately preceding the 
date of application, the applicant: 

(i) Has not had more than one (1) driver license, except for a valid 
military commercial driver license; 

(ii) Has not had any driver license suspended, revoked, or cancelled 
in this state or any other state; 

(iii) Has not had any convictions while operating any type of motor 
vehicle for the disqualifying offenses contained in 49 CFR § 383.51(b), 
and has not lost the privilege to operate a commercial motor vehicle, or 
been disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle, in this 
state or any other state; 

(iv) Has not had more than one (1) conviction while operating any 
type of motor vehicle for serious traffic violations as defined in § 55-50- 
102 or contained in 49 CFR § 383.51(c); 

(v) Has not had any conviction for a violation of any military or state 
law or local ordinance relating to motor vehicle traffic control, in this or 
any other state, other than a parking violation, arising in connection 
with any traffic accident; and 

(vi) Has no record of an accident in which the applicant was at fault. 
(C) The applicant shall also certify on the application, and submit 

supporting documentation as required in subdivision (b)(2)(D), that the 
applicant: 

Gi) Is regularly employed or was regularly employed within the 
ninety-day period immediately preceding application in a position in the 
United States armed forces requiring operation of a commercial motor 
vehicle that is representative of the license class and endorsement for 
which the applicant is applying; 
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(ii) Is exempted or was exempted from the commercial driver license 
requirements in 49 CFR § 383.3(c); and 
(iii) Is operating or was operating a commercial motor vehicle in the 

United States armed forces that is representative of the license class 

and endorsement for which the person is applying, for at least the two 

(2) years immediately preceding separation or discharge from the armed 

forces, in the case of an honorably discharged member, or for at least the 

two (2) years immediately preceding application, in the case of a 

member in active duty. 

(D) The application shall be accompanied by the following documenta- 
tion establishing the applicant’s military occupational specialty and 
driving experience as indicated in subdivision (b)(2)(C): 

G) A notarized affidavit signed by a commanding officer, if the 
applicant is on active duty; or 
(ii) If the applicant is honorably discharged from military service: 
(a) Acopy of the applicant’s certificate of release of discharge from 
active duty, department of defense form 214 (DD 214); or 
(6) A statement from the appropriate branch of the United States 
armed forces, certified by the department of veterans services. 

(E) Any applicant who is a member of the active duty military, military 
reserves, national guard, or active duty United States coast guard or coast 
guard auxiliary whose temporary or permanent duty station is located in 
this state obtaining the skills test waiver under this subdivision (b)(2) 
shall submit documentation acceptable to the department establishing the 
applicant’s current duty station assignment. 

(F) An applicant who obtains the skills test waiver under this subdivi- 
sion (b)(2) shall be required to successfully complete any applicable vision 
and knowledge tests, and pay the appropriate fees, other than the skills 
testing fee. : 

(c)(1) The examinations for applicants for commercial driver licenses shall 
be conducted in compliance with 49 CFR Part 383. 

(2) The department is permitted to promulgate rules and regulations 
pertaining to third-party testing for the skills tests required for commercial 
driver licenses, in accordance with 49 CFR Part 383. 

(3) The department shall not reject the applicant for a commercial driver 
license if the examiner believes the condition of the vehicle is unsafe for 
operation, unless the examiner requests an inspection of the vehicle by a 
qualified commercial vehicle inspector of the department. This vehicle, and 
all commercial vehicles inspected by the department, shall be inspected in 
accordance with the North American Standard Uniform Inspection proce- 
dures outlined by the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance. A commercial 
vehicle placed out-of-service for mechanical or safety defects by the qualified 
inspector shall be placed out-of-service for safety defects as defined in the 
North American Uniform Out-of-Service Criteria. The applicant shall be 
given a written report listing all defects by the inspector and informed of 
necessary repairs to cause the vehicle to be in compliance. The examiner 
shall not conduct a road test if the commercial vehicle inspector determines 
that the vehicle does not meet the standards defined in the North American 
Uniform Out-of-Service Criteria. 
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(d) All persons who are in the United States armed forces and who are 
holders of driver licenses in this state may have their licenses renewed upon 
application to the department upon their return to Tennessee without further 
examination. 

(e) Persons applying for reinstatement of a cancelled, suspended or revoked 
driver license shall not be required to take an eye test or knowledge and skills 
tests unless their license has been expired in excess of one (1) renewal cycle as 
provided in § 55-50-338(a)(3). 

(f) An applicant who presents evidence acceptable to the department that 
the applicant has satisfactorily completed a driver education and training 
course offered for Class D vehicles by nonpublic schools in categories 1, 2, or 3 
as recognized by the state board of education, a public school, a public 
institution of higher learning, or a commercial driver training school, operat- 
ing under chapter 19 of this title, shall be deemed to have satisfactorily 
completed the department’s examinations. The department may require the 
courses to include certain knowledge and skills examinations. 

(g) The department may authorize early intervention programs and alcohol 
and drug safety DUI schools administered by the department of health to 
administer the knowledge element of the driver license examination, subject to 
oversight by the department of safety. A defensive driving program under the 
oversight of the department of safety may also administer the examinations. 
An applicant who presents evidence acceptable to the department that the 
applicant has satisfactorily completed such a knowledge examination shall be 
deemed to have successfully completed the knowledge element of the driver 
license examination. 

(h) The department of education may incorporate a driver license knowl- 
edge examination developed by the department of safety as a part of profi- 
ciency tests administered to eighth and tenth grade students pursuant to 
§ 49-6-6001. The driver license knowledge examination shall comply with the 
requirements of this section. An applicant who presents acceptable evidence to 
the department of safety that the applicant has satisfactorily completed such 
a knowledge examination shall be deemed to have successfully completed the 
knowledge element of the driver license examination. 

(i)(1) The department may enter into a memorandum of understanding with 

a foreign country, or the licensing authority of the foreign country, under 

which the department and the foreign country agree to grant like driving 

privileges to new residents operating motor vehicles in this state or the 
foreign country. 
(2) The memorandum of understanding executed pursuant to subdivision 

(i)(1) shall be a reciprocal agreement under which the parties agree that: 

(A) The foreign country or licensing authority shall waive any required 
knowledge and skills tests or equivalent tests upon application by a new 
resident who possesses a valid driver license from this state, and shall 
issue a driver license or equivalent license to the new resident; and 

(B) The department shall waive the required knowledge and skills tests 
upon application by a new resident who possesses a valid driver license or 
equivalent license from the foreign country, and shall issue a driver license 
to the new resident, if the applicant presents documentation to the 
department that the applicant’s presence in the United States is autho- 
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rized by the United States department of homeland security. 

(3) The memorandum of understanding may specify any of the following: 
(A) That the foreign country shall verify the residency of the applicant 

in the foreign country prior to issuance of a driver license; 

(B) That the department and the foreign country shall verify that the 
driver license held by the applicant is not subject to cancellation, suspen- 
sion, or revocation and is valid, or has not been expired in excess of six (6) 
months; and 

(C) Circumstances under which the department or the foreign country 
shall limit or deny issuance of a driver license. 

(4) The department may enter into a memorandum of understanding with 
a foreign country regardless of whether the department has previously 
determined to administer a knowledge or skills test in the language of the 
foreign country. 

(5) As used in this subsection (1): 

(A) “Driver license” includes a driver license, an intermediate driver 
license, a temporary driver license, or a temporary intermediate driver 
license; and 

(B) “Foreign country” means a country or political subdivision of a 
country other than the United States. 

(j) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the department shall 
permit any student enrolled in a state-approved cooperative driver testing 
program who is seeking an exemption from the Class D knowledge or skills 
examinations to present the third-party driver examiner testing certification 
form required for the exemption to the department at any driver license testing 
station within one (1) year of satisfactory completion of a Class D driver 
education and training course. 

(k) The commissioner of safety is authorized to promulgate rules and 
regulations to effectuate the purposes of this section. All rules and regulations 
shall be promulgated in accordance with the Uniform Administrative Proce- 


dures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 


History. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 19438, ch. 56, § 1; mod. 
= oupp, 1950; § 2715.14— (Willams; 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
aro, 86 1, 2: 1970, ch. 352, § 1; 1972, ch. 652, 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 1988, 
ch. 978, § 1; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-8-322; Acts 
1989,.ch. 60, §§ 5, 7; 1992, ch. 791, §§ 1-3; 
1997, ch. 50, § 1; 2000, ch. 700, §§ 8, 9; 2004, 
ch. 778, § 4; 2007, ch. 194, §§ 11-18; 2013, ch. 
Bey Si 20th seh Bb7S8 (77 2015) che 216s S51; 
2015, cli 309.811: 201 chi 7378 ds 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 13 provided that the 
commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules 
and regulations to effectuate the provisions of 
the act. 


Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 14 provided that the act 
shall only take effect if sufficient funds to 
implement the provisions of the act are in- 
cluded in the general appropriations act for the 
fiscal year in which the act becomes effective. 
Sufficient funds to implement Acts 2000, ch. 
700 were included in the general appropria- 
tions act for fiscal year 2000. 

Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 
Tennessee Code Commission is requested to 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 
ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- 
ever the language appears in reference to the 
name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 


Cross-References. 
Emergency parts and accessories to be car- 
ried by various type motor vehicles, § 55-9-102. 
Lights required on motor vehicles — Excep- 
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tions — Regulations as to color, type and vis- Attorney General Opinions. 
ibility distance, § 55-9-402. Senior drivers. OAG 11-80, 2011 Tenn. AG 


Law Reviews. LEXIS 82 (12/5/11). 


Negligence — Application of Adult Standards 
to Minor, 33 Tenn. L. Rev. 533. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Minors. streets and alleys of the state. Powell v. Hart- 

A minor is held to the same standard of care ford Acci. & Indem. Co., 217 Tenn. 503, 398 
as an adult with respect to the operation of a S.W.2d 727, 1966 Tenn. LEXIS 607 (1966). 
motor vehicle on the highways, down the roads, 


55-50-323. Fees. 


(a)(1) The fees charged for eight-year driver licenses shall be as set by this 
subsection (a). For any license term other than eight (8) years, the fee shall 
be appropriately prorated; provided, that for Class D, Class M, and photo 
identification licenses, there shall be deducted from the gross prorated fee 
the amount of two dollars ($2.00). 

(2) The fees charged for driver licenses shall be as follows: 

(A) For Class A and renewal thereof, sixty-four dollars ($64.00) until 
cancelled, revoked, suspended, or expired; 

(B) For Classes B and C and renewal thereof, fifty-six dollars ($56.00) 
until cancelled, revoked, suspended, or expired; 

(C) For Class D and renewal thereof, twenty-six dollars ($26.00) until 
cancelled, revoked, suspended, or expired; 

(D) For Class M and renewal thereof, twenty-six dollars ($26.00) until 
cancelled, revoked, suspended, or expired; 

(EK) For Class P, a fee equal to the fee for the particular class license for 
which the person is applying until cancelled, revoked, suspended or 
expired; 

(F) In addition to the above fees, any person applying for a special 
endorsement, or renewal thereof, shall pay an additional two dollars and 
fifty cents ($2.50) for each endorsement; 

(G) For a restricted license, sixty-five dollars ($65.00) until cancelled, 
revoked or suspended; 

(H) For any commercial upgrade from Class C to Class B, or Class B to 
Class A, fifteen dollars ($15.00); 

(I) For the first duplicate of any license herein provided, during a 
regular renewal cycle, six dollars ($6.00), and for the second and subse- 
quent duplicate during a regular renewal cycle, ten dollars ($10.00); 

(J)(Gi) For a photo identification card, or renewal thereof, ten dollars 

($10.00) until cancelled or expired. The fee charged for a photo identi- 

fication license or renewal of a photo identification license issued 

pursuant to § 55-50-331(g) shall be the same as the fee charged for an 

eight-year photo identification license pursuant to this subsection (a); 

(ii) Any person with an intellectual or physical disability unable to 
obtain a regular operator’s license may be issued a photo identification 
license. For the purpose of this subdivision (a)(2)(J)(ii), a “person with 
an intellectual disability” means an individual having significantly 
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deficient or sub-average general intellectual functioning either from 
birth or originating during the developmental period and that is 
associated with an impairment of adaptive behavior. The intellectual or 
physical disability shall be verified by letter from a physician licensed to 
practice in Tennessee, and the person shall furnish satisfactory proof of 
the person’s identity by birth certificate or any other satisfactory 
document substantiating the person’s identity. Upon submission of an 
application and satisfactory verification of intellectual or physical 
disability and proof of identity, the department shall issue, without 
| charge, a permanent Tennessee photo identification license having 
printed prominently thereon the following statement: “FOR IDENTIFI- 
CATION PURPOSES ONLY, NOT VALID FOR VEHICULAR OPERA- 
TION”; 
(K)G) For any person sixty (60) years of age or older who, on or after 
January 1, 2013, elects to renew a nonphoto bearing license, the fee for 
the license shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00); provided, that the license is 
an operator (Class D or M) with no endorsements; 

(ii) No person sixty (60) years of age or older who, prior to January 1, 
2013, elected to obtain a nonphoto bearing license shall be required to 
obtain a driver license with a color photograph on or after January 1, 
20133 
(L)G) If a Class C or Class B is upgraded to a Class A before the end of 
the renewal cycle, the applicant must pay the appropriate application 
and commercial upgrade fees; 

(ii) Ifa Class C is upgraded to a Class B before the end of the renewal 
cycle, the applicant must pay the appropriate application and commer- 
cial upgrade fees; 

(iii) If a Class P is upgraded to a Class A, B, C, D or M within one (1) 
year of date of issuance, there will be no upgrade fee required; and 
(M) Notwithstanding this section, any person applying for a school bus 

endorsement, as defined in § 55-50-102(22)(E), or renewal thereof, shall 
pay a total fee of twenty dollars ($20.00) for each school bus endorsement. 
(b) For the purposes of this section, “driver license” includes intermediate 
driver license. 
(c) The fee charged for any temporary driver license issued pursuant to 
§ 55-50-331(g) shall be the same as the fee charged for an eight-year Class D 
license. 





History. 20T ch: 208,871) 2012 chy 1071, $8 "12: 2015, 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1948, ch. 56,$ 1;mod. ch. 348, §§ 2-5; 2016, ch. 1008, § 2; 2019, ch. 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14 (Williams, 145, § 1. 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
176, §§ 1, 2; 1970, ch’ 352, § 1; 1972, ch) 652, 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 
T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-323; Acts 1990, ch. 
830, § 1; 1992, ch. 791,§ 4; 2000, ch. 700, § 10; 
2004, ch. 778, § 5; 2007, ch. 194, 8§ 14, 15; 
2011, ch. 47, §§ 63, 64; 2011, ch. 158, § 28; 


Code Commission Notes. Former subsec- 
tions (a) and (b), concerning former fees for 
driver licenses, were deleted as obsolete by the 
code commission in 2012. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 138 provided that the 
commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules 
and regulations to effectuate the provisions of 
the act. 


55-50-324 


As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 
the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
licenses are issued in one of the classes in 
§ 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-3085. 

Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 14 provided that the act 
shall only take effect if sufficient funds to 
implement the provisions of the act are in- 
cluded in the general appropriations act for the 
fiscal year in which the act becomes effective. 
Sufficient funds to implement Acts 2000, ch. 
700 were included in the general appropria- 
tions act for fiscal year 2000. 

Acts 2004, ch. 778, § 9 provided that the 
department is authorized to promulgate public 
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Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 107 provided that noth- 
ing in the legislation shall be construed to alter 
or otherwise affect the eligibility for services or 
the rights or responsibilities of individuals cov- 
ered by the provision on the day before the date 
of enactment of this legislation, which was July 
1, 2011. 

Acts 2011, ch. 47, § 108 provided that the 
provisions of the act are declared to be remedial 
in nature and all provisions of the act shall be 
liberally construed to effectuate its purposes. 


Cross-References. 
Commercial driver license application fee, 
§ 55-50-406. 


necessity rules to implement the provisions of 
the act by July 1, 2004. 


55-50-324. Disposition of fees — Motorcycle license or permit exami- 
nation fee. 


(a) From the proceeds of the first eight dollars ($8.00) of the operator’s 
license (Class D) fee and the first twelve dollars ($12.00) of chauffeur’s license 
(Classes A, B, and C) fee authorized by § 55-50-323, in an amount not to 
exceed one million dollars ($1,000,000) shall, on July 1 of each year, be 
transferred from the fees collected the prior year to the general fund and be 
earmarked for personal services and employee benefits in the department’s 
budget, and the funds transferred shall be used solely for the purpose of 
funding longevity pay increases for highway patrol officers, such increases to 
be authorized by the general assembly. 

(b) Any funds realized through the two-dollar increase in operator’s (Class 
D) and chauffeur’s (Classes A, B, and C) license fees effective July 1, 1977, 
whether in the 1977-1978 fiscal year or in any fiscal year thereafter, shall be 
used exclusively by the department, and whatever portion of the amount is 
necessary to fund an interstate and defense highway emergency service 
program shall be used for that purpose. Any portion not used for an interstate 
and defense highway emergency service program shall be used to fund the 
highway patrol longevity pay plan to the extent necessary and for the purchase 
of highway patrol vehicles. 

(c) Of the fees charged for the photo licenses provided for in this part, one 
dollar ($1.00) shall be allocated for the payment of the police pay supplement 
provided in § 38-8-111. 

(d) All applicants for a motorcycle operator’s license or motorcycle operator's 
learner’s permit shall pay to the department a one-dollar fee before taking the 
license examination. This fee shall be collected by the person conducting the 
examination and shall be nonrefundable. Notwithstanding any law to the 
contrary, the one-dollar application fee imposed by this subsection (d) shall be 
paid into the state treasury and credited to the motorcycle rider safety fund. An 
applicant who passes the examination additionally shall pay the license fee as 
provided in § 55-50-323 as a part of the application. 


History. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1943, ch. 56, § 1; mod. 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14 (Williams, 


8§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
176, §§ 1, 2; 1970, ch. 352, § 1; 1972, ch. 652, 
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§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 
T.C.A. §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-324. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
As enacted in Acts 1988, ch. 584, § 7, the 
provisions in subsection (d) contained a refer- 
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ence to license fees as provided in § 55-7-117. 
That section was amended by Acts 1988, ch. 
584 and transferred to § 55-7-505 and then to 
§ 55-50-505. However, the license fees provi- 
sions were deleted by Acts 1988, ch. 584. Pres- 
ent license fees are found in § 55-50-323, and 
that section number has been inserted in the 
text by the compiler. 





55-50-325 — 55-50-330. [Reserved.| 


55-50-331. Examination for, and issuance, renewal and contents of, 
licenses — Conditional licenses. 


(a) Notwithstanding this chapter to the contrary, the department has 
oversight of the issuance, examination and renewal of all driver licenses 
provided for in this chapter. The department is authorized to contract for the 
provision of any service related to the issuance, examination and renewal of 
driver licenses subject to applicable contracting statutes and regulations. The 
commissioner has the discretion to solicit outside consulting services in order 
to accomplish on a competitive basis the design and application of the system 
and implementation of this system. Any entity so contracting with the 
department is authorized to charge an additional fee of four dollars ($4.00), 
which shall be retained by the entity for administrative costs. 

(b)(1) The department shall, upon payment of the required fee, issue to 

every applicant qualifying therefor a driver license indicating the type or 

general class of vehicles the licensee may drive, which license shall bear 
thereon a distinguishing number assigned to the licensee, the full legal 
name, date of birth, current residence address including the street address 
and number or route and box number (or post office box number if the 

applicant has no bona fide residential street address), a brief description, a 

visible full face color photograph of the licensee, and either a facsimile of the 

signature of the licensee or a space upon which the licensee shall write the 
licensee’s usual signature with pen and ink. No license shall be valid until it 
has been so signed by the licensee. 

(2) The plastic laminated driver license issued by the department shall 
not display an applicant’s social security number unless the applicant 
specifically requests in writing that the number be displayed on the license. 

(3) The font size of the date of birth information on the plastic laminated 
driver license issued by the department shall be the same size as that of the 
driver license number. The date of birth shall be in red. 

(4)(A) Any person who can provide proof that the person was a victim of 

identity theft, under § 39-14-150, may apply for the issuance of a new 

driver license with a new distinguishing number. The department shall 
issue the new driver license to the applicant and may charge a duplicate 
license fee, pursuant to § 55-50-323(a)(2)(1), to cover the cost of issuance. 

(B) The proof required by subdivision (b)(4)(A) may be satisfied by 

presentation of a law enforcement report that lists the applicant as a 

victim of identity theft, under § 39-14-150. 

(c) The license shall also display the issuance and expiration dates during 
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which time the license is valid, and shall note whether the license is a 
duplicate of an original license. 

(d) The department, upon issuing a license, shall have authority to impose 
restrictions suitable to the licensee’s driving ability with respect to the type of, 
or special, mechanical control devices required on a motor vehicle that the 
licensee may operate or other restrictions applicable to the licensee as the 
department may determine to be appropriate to assure the safe operation of a 
motor vehicle by the licensee. 

(e) The department may either issue a special conditional license or may set 
forth the conditions upon the usual license form. 

(f) It is a Class A misdemeanor for any person to operate a motor vehicle in 
any manner in violation of the conditions imposed by a conditional license 
issued to the person. 

(g) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the department may 
issue a temporary driver license, temporary intermediate driver license, 
temporary photo identification license or a temporary learner permit to 
persons whose presence in the United States has been authorized by the 
federal government for a specific purpose and for a specified period of 
authorized stay. The temporary driver license or photo identification license 
shall be valid only during the period of time of the applicant’s authorized stay 
in the United States; provided, however, that no temporary license or photo 
identification license shall be issued for a period of longer than eight (8) years. 

(h) Any applicant applying for a temporary driver license, temporary 
intermediate driver license, temporary photo identification license or tempo- 
rary learner permit, upon initial issuance, renewal or reinstatement, shall 
meet the requirements of this chapter and any rules and regulations promul- 
gated by the department. 

(i) Any nonphoto bearing driver license issued under §§ 55-50-323 and 
55-50-335, and any nonexpiring photo identification license issued under 
§§ 55-50-323 and 55-50-336, shall be issued in compliance with the federal 
regulations of 6 CFR Part 37 for non-REAL ID compliant licenses. 


History. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1943, ch. 56, § 1; mod. 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14 (Williams, 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
176, §§ 1, 2; 1970, ch. 352, § 1; 1972, ch. 652, 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 
T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-331; Acts 1989, ch. 
341, § 3; 1989, ch. 591, § 6; 1992, ch. 791, § 5; 
1999, ch. 44, § 1; 2004, ch. 778, § 6; 2004, ch. 
943, §§ 1, 2; 2007, ch. 194, §§ 16-18; 2008, ch. 
611, § 1; 2008, ch. 638, § 1; 2009, ch. 321, § 18; 
2010, ch. 1037, § 4; 2012, ch. 621, § 1; 2014, ch. 
586, § 1; 2015, ch. 348, § 6; 2018, ch. 800, § 1. 


Code Commission Notes. Former subdivi- 
sions (b)(2)(A) and (b)(2)(B) were deleted as 
obsolete by the code commission. Former sub- 
division (b)(2)(C) was therefore redesignated as 


(b)(2). 

Former subsection (j), concerning reporting 
on alternative methods of contracting for the 
provision of any service related to the issuance, 
examination and renewal of driver licenses by 
March 1, 2005, was deleted as obsolete by the 
code commission in 2008. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2008, ch. 638, § 2 provided that the 
provisions of the act, which added subdivision 
(b)(3), shall only apply as new driver licenses 
are issued or renewed. No driver license holder 
shall be required to obtain a new driver license 
unless the person applies for a new driver 
license, a replacement driver license, or for 
renewal of a driver license. 

Acts 2008, ch. 638, § 3 provided that the act 
shall be known and may be cited as the “Gus 
Kampas Act.” 

For an Order directing the department of 
safety to implement certain procedures regard- 
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ing driver licenses and photo identification 
cards, see Executive Order No. 35 (August 21, 
2002). 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Decisions of the department of safety con- 
cerning whether to issue certificates for driv- 
ing, generally, would constitute rulemaking 
and would thus be subject to the requirements 
set forth in T.C.A. §§ 4-5-201 et seq., OAG 
06-052 , 2006 Tenn. AG LEXIS 52 (3/21/06). 

Senior drivers. OAG 11-80, 2011 Tenn. AG 
LEXIS 82 (12/5/11). 


Cross-References. 

Expiration of licenses, § 55-50-337. 

Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 

Photograph and license of licensees turning 
twenty-one, § 55-50-334. 


55-50-332. Lost permits or licenses — Duplicates or substitutes. 


(a) In the event that a learner permit, intermediate driver license or driver 
license issued under this chapter is lost or destroyed, the person to whom the 
permit or license was issued may, upon payment of the required fee, obtain a 
duplicate or substitute thereof, upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the 
department that the permit or license has been lost or destroyed, and further 
provide proof satisfactory to the department that the applicant is indeed the 
person to whom the permit or license was issued. 

(b) Duplicate licenses obtained during the normal eight-year cycle shall 
expire eight (8) years from the date of issuance, excluding Class P licenses, 
which shall expire one (1) year from the date of issuance. 

(c) Duplicate temporary licenses obtained in place of temporary licenses, 
issued pursuant to § 55-50-331(g), shall be valid during the period of time 


specified in § 55-50-331(g). 


History. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1948, ch. 56, § 1; mod. 
C. Supp. ° 1950," § 2715.14 (Williams, 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
176, §§ 1, 2; 1970, ch. 352, § 1; 1972, ch. 652, 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 
T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-332; Acts 2000, ch. 
700, § 11; 2004, ch. 778, § 7; 2007, ch. 194, 
§§ 19, 20; 2015, ch. 348, § 7. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 13 provided that the 


55-50-333. Change of address. 


commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules 
and regulations to effectuate the provisions of 
the act. 

Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 14 provided that the act 
shall only take effect if sufficient funds to 
implement the provisions of the act are in- 
cluded in the general appropriations act for the 
fiscal year in which the act becomes effective. 
Sufficient funds to implement Acts 2000, ch. 
700 were included in the general appropria- 
tions act for fiscal year 2000. 


Cross-References. 

Photographs of licensees under twenty-one, 
photographs and licenses of licensees turning 
twenty-one, § 55-50-334. 


Whenever any person after applying for or receiving a license moves from 
the address named in the application or license, or when the name of a licensee 
is changed for any reason, the person shall within ten (10) days thereafter 
notify the department of the change or changes. 


History. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1943, ch. 56, § 1; mod. 
C. Supp. 1950,. § 2715.14 © (Williams, 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
176, §§ 1, 2; 1970, ch. 352, § 1; 1972, ch. 652, 


§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 
T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-333. 
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55-50-334. Licenses of persons under or attaining twenty-one. 


(a) If the licensee is less than twenty-one (21) years of age, the license shall: 
(1) Bear the language “Under 21 Driver License”; 
(2) Be printed in a vertical or portrait format; and 
(3) Contain other secure features identifying the licensee as being under 
twenty-one (21) years of age. 
(b) Upon attaining the age of twenty-one (21) years, any licensee may obtain 
a license printed in a horizontal or landscape format without the language 
required under subdivision (a)(1) by paying the fee for a duplicate license. 
However, no person shall be required to obtain the duplicate license, until the ~ 


license expires. 


History. 
Acts 1987, ch. 90, § 6; 1943, ch. 56, § 1; mod. 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14 (Williams, 


8§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
176, §§ 1, 2; 1970, ch. 352, § 1; 1972, ch. 652, 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 
T.C.A., §8§ 55-7-107, 55-7-334; Acts 1989, ch. 60, 
§ 8; 2017, ch. 388, §§ 1, 2. 


shall take effect thirty (30) days after the date 
upon which the commissioner of safety provides 
written notification to the secretary of state and 
the executive secretary of the Tennessee code 
commission that the department of safety’s 
driver license program is capable of implement- 
ing this act or it shall take effect on July 1, 
2018, whichever is earlier, the public welfare 
requiring it. The act took effect July 1, 2018. 


Cross-References. 
Duplicate or substitute licenses, § 55-50- 


B32. 
Restricted-use photo ID cards, § 55-50-336. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Acts 2017, ch. 388, § 3 provided that the act 


55-50-335. Color photos on licenses — System for issuing plastic 
laminated driver licenses bearing color photograph. 


(a) All driver licenses shall bear a color photograph of the applicant 
furnished by the department or bear an endorsement that no photograph is 
required. No license issued shall be valid unless it bears this photograph or 
endorsement. 

(b)(1) The department shall begin developing a plan for implementation of 

a system for the issuance of plastic laminated driver licenses bearing 

thereon a color photograph of the licensee, which photograph shall be taken 

by or under the direction of the department. 

(2) The department shall use such process or processes in the issuance of 
licenses that prohibit, as nearly as practicable, the ability to alter or 
reproduce the license or the ability to superimpose a photograph on the 
license without ready detection. 

(3) This system shall permit the keeping of a copy of the actual driver 
license as issued. 

(c) In the development and installation of a system for the issuance of 
licenses, the department shall establish regulations and standards for the 
evaluation of various processes and equipment available for this purpose, and 
shall provide an opportunity for each reliable and financially responsible 
company with such a process to demonstrate its process and equipment for the 
purpose of determining the best available process and equipment at the most 
economical price. Any contracts for the purchase of material and equipment 
required to implement this program shall be entered into in accordance with 
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the competitive bid procedures provided for in title 12, chapter 3. The 
commissioner may solicit outside consulting services in order to accomplish on 
a competitive basis the design and application of the system and implemen- 
tation thereof. The commissioner shall require a performance bond sufficient to 
guarantee the performance of any such lease or franchise contracts that may 
be entered into, the bond to be sufficient to protect the interests of the state and 
of the individual license purchasers. 

(d) In addition to its other duties under the law, the procurement commis- 
sion shall advise the commissioner on appropriate standards for the evaluation 
of various processes and equipment, shall observe any demonstrations of 
processes and equipment, and shall advise the commissioner on the most 
economic and feasible method available. 


History. modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1948, ch.56,§ 1;mod. ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 618, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14 (Williams, § 1; 1984, ch. 942,§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, 
§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114,§ 4; ch. 584, § 7; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-108, 55- 


1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1, 1969, ch. 7-335: Acts 2010, ch. 1037, § 5; 2011, ch. 295, 
176, §§ 1, 2; 1970, ch, 352, § 1; 1972, ch. 652, 5 19, 


§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 


55-50-336. Photo identification license. 


(a)(1) Any person eighteen (18) years of age and older, upon submission of a 

satisfactory application and proof of identity, may be issued a photo 

identification license restricted in use to identification only. Proof of identity 
may be furnished by birth certificate or any other document as set forth in 
this chapter substantiating the identity of the applicant. 

(2) Any person less than eighteen (18) years of age may be issued, upon 
submission of a certified birth certificate, filing of an affidavit by the person’s 
parent or legal guardian, proof of identity of the parent or legal guardian, 
and payment of the required fee and completion of application, a photo 
identification license. 

(b) The photo identification license shall have substantially the same 
content as a driver license, but shall clearly indicate that it is not a driver 
license by having printed prominently thereon the following statement: “FOR 
IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES ONLY — NOT VALID FOR VEHICULAR 
USE.” 

(c) Photo identification licenses issued by the department shall be issued in 
the same manner as driver licenses. 

(d)(1) Photo identification licenses issued by the department shall indicate 

on the license if the license holder has previously had a license revoked or 

suspended due to a conviction for violation of § 55-10-401. 

(2) Subdivision (d)(1) shall not apply to a person whose conviction is more 
than ten (10) years old and who is permanently handicapped and unable to 
drive a motor vehicle. If a person claims this circumstance the application 
shall be accompanied by any documentation required by the department to 
obtain a photo identification license. 

(e) A photo identification license shall not be issued by the department to a 
person who has been issued a driver license that has not expired or that has 
not been revoked or suspended. 
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(f)(1) The department is authorized to issue a temporary photo identifica- 
tion license, which shall be valid only during the period of time of the 
applicant’s authorized stay in the United States; or, if there is no definite end 
to the period of authorized stay, a period of one (1) year. 

(2) An applicant for a temporary photo identification license shall submit 
an application that includes proof of the applicant’s identity, Tennessee 
residency, and authorized stay in the United States. 

(g)(1) Notwithstanding § 55-50-323, a photo identification license issued 
pursuant to this section shall be provided free of charge to a person, if the 
person signs an affidavit stating the person: 

(A) Does not have a valid government issued photo identification; 

(B) Is a registered voter in this state; and 

(C) Needs the photo identification license for voting purposes. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (e), a photo identification license may be 
issued to a person who meets the criteria of subdivisions (g)(1)(A)-(C) even if 
the person has a valid nonphoto bearing driver license. 

(h)(1) A person who has attained sixty-five (65) years of age and who applies 
for a photo identification license may elect to receive a photo identification 


license that does not expire. 


(2) A non-expiring photo identification license will continue to be valid 
until cancelled or replaced. A replacement may be obtained at any time upon 
payment of the fee specified in § 55-50-323(a)(2)(J)(). 

(3) Anon-expiring photo identification license is subject to the limitations 


of § 55-50-331(1). 


History. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1943, ch. 56, § 1; mod. 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14 (Williams, 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
176, §§ 1, 2; 1970, ch. 352, § 1; 1972, ch. 652, 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 


T.C.A., 8§ 55-7-107, 55-7-336; Acts 1990, ch. 
830, § 2; 1996, ch. 639, § 1; 1999, ch. 374, § 4; 
2000, ch. 675, § 1; 2007, ch. 194, § 21; 2011, ch. 
423, § 1; 2019, ch. 145, §§ 2, 3. 


Law Reviews. 

Changing Focus and Exposing a Solution: 
Using Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act to 
Defeat Tennessee’s Voter Photo ID Law, 44 U. 
Mem. L. Rev. 229 (2013). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Constitutionality of Photo Identifica- 
tion Requirement. 

In a declaratory judgment action challenging 
the constitutionality of the Tennessee Voter 
Identification Act (the Act), T.C.A. § 2-7- 
112(a)(1)(B), the Tennessee Supreme Court 
held that the photo identification (ID) require- 
ment is a logical method of protecting the 
integrity of elections by combating voter fraud 


55-50-337. Expiration of licenses. 


and that requiring a person to provide govern- 
ment-issued photo ID is a practical, narrowly 
tailored means for the State to guard against 
the risk of voter impersonation. City of Mem- 
phis v. Hargett, 414 S.W.3d 88, 2013 Tenn. 
LEXIS 779 (Tenn. Oct. 17, 2013), substituted 
opinion, — S.W.3d —, 2013 Tenn. LEXIS 1101 
(Tenn. Oct. 17, 2013). 


(a) Every driver license issued by the department on or after January 1, 
2016, shall be issued for a period of eight (8) years excluding Class P licenses, 
which shall expire one (1) year from the date of initial issuance. The 
commissioner may issue an initial license or renew a license that shall remain 
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valid for three (3) to eight (8) years in order to transition licensees to an 
eight-year renewal cycle. License fees due under § 55-50-323 shall be prorated 
to reflect the appropriate fee for a renewal cycle of lesser length than eight (8) 
years; provided, that for Class D, Class M, and photo identification licenses, 
there shall be deducted from the gross prorated fee the amount of two dollars 
($2.00). 

(b) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, temporary licenses 
issued pursuant to § 55-50-331(g) shall be valid during the period of time 
specified in § 55-50-331(g). 

(c) Any person issued a license or permit prior to July 1, 2004, who is subject 
to § 55-50-331(g) shall, upon renewal or reapplication, receive, if otherwise 
eligible, a temporary license, which shall expire in accordance with § 55-50- 
331(g). 


History. § 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1948, ch.56,§ 1;mod. T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-337; Acts 1990, ch. 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14 (Williams,  830,§ 3; 1992, ch. 791, § 6; 2004, ch. 778, § 8; 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
176,88 °1;°23°1970, ch! 352; 8) 151972)! ch. 652: 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 


2007, ch. 194, $§ 22, 23; 2015, ch. 348, § 1: 
2019, ch. 145, § 4. 


Cross-References. 
Validity of licenses held on July 1, 1989, 
§ 55-50-305. 


55-50-338. Renewals — Drug and alcohol educational pamphlets. 


(a)(1) Every license shall be renewable on or before its expiration upon 
application, payment of required fees, and satisfactory completion of any 
examination required by state law or rules promulgated by the 
commissioner. 

(2) Any person whose driver license expires or who applies for a renewal 
of the license after thirty (30) days, but less than six (6) months, from the 
date the original license expired shall pay a penalty of five dollars ($5.00), 
and any unpaid renewal license fees since the last renewal before the license 
shall be renewed. For applicants with licenses that have been expired for six 
(6) months or more, the penalty shall be ten dollars ($10.00). The depart- 
ment may waive the paying of the fine if the department deems the delay in 
renewing the license was unavoidable. 

(3) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, any applicant for 
renewal of a driver license, whose license has been expired for more than one 
(1) renewal cycle, shall be required to successfully complete all appropriate 
examinations, which shall include all tests required upon original 
application. 

(4) A Tennessee driver license held by any person who is in or who enters 
into the United States armed forces shall continue in effect for so long as the 
person’s service continues and the person is stationed outside this state, 
notwithstanding the fact that this person may be temporarily in this state on 
furlough, leave, or delay en route, and for a period not to exceed sixty (60) 
days following the date on which the person is honorably discharged or 
separated from service or returns to this state on reassignment to a duty 
station in this state, unless the license is sooner suspended, cancelled or 
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revoked for cause as provided by law. The license is valid only when in the 
immediate possession of the licensee while driving and the licensee has in 
the licensee’s immediate possession the licensee’s discharge or separation 
papers, if the licensee has been discharged or separated from service. 

(5) Any person who is now in a foreign country in the employ of a religious 
or charitable organization, or who may hereafter be in a foreign country in 
such employ, who is a holder of a driver license in this state, and of the family 
of such person any member who is or who may be in a foreign country with 
such person and who is a holder of a driver license in this state, may, without 
additional examination in Tennessee, have this driver license renewed after 
its expiration by submitting to the department a certificate issued by a 
doctor of medicine certifying that the person is physically qualified to drive 
a motor vehicle. 

(6)(A) Any person renewing a chauffeur or special chauffeur license, or 

any applicant for an original Class A, B, or C license or any endorsement, 

or any person applying for reinstatement of a chauffeur or special 

chauffeur license, shall, at the time of renewal or application, appear at a 

driver testing station and make certification declaring the type of vehicle 

operated, the class license and endorsement or endorsements for which 
the person is making application, and shall be required to pay the 
appropriate fee or fees, in addition to successfully completing the required 
tests as may be required by 49 CFR Part 383 and adopted by the 
commissioner, pertaining to drivers of commercial motor vehicles. 

(B) Operators of commercial motor vehicles who: 

(i) Are employed by a governmental entity of this state or a private 
motor carrier not involved in interstate commerce; 

(ii) Operate commercial motor vehicles solely intrastate; 

(iii) Do not transport materials required to be placarded under the 
Hazardous Materials Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. § 5101 et seq.); and 

(iv) Meet the requirements of 49 CFR § 383.77 concerning the waiver 
of skills tests; 

shall be required only to appear at a driver license station, make the 
appropriate application and certification concerning the issuance of Class A, 
B, and C licenses, and pay the appropriate fees. 

(C) Subdivision (a)(6)(B) does not apply to new applicants, or to persons 
applying for reinstatement of a driver license. 

(D)G) Subdivision (a)(6)(B) shall be automatically repealed on Decem- 

ber 31, 1991, for those persons who at that time are not exempted from 

the requirements of the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986 

(Title XII, Public Law 99-570) (49 U.S.C. § 31101 et seq.), and/or 49 CFR 

Parts 383 and 391. 

(ii) Persons who are not exempted by December 31, 1991, shall 
appear at a driver testing station prior to April 1, 1992, and successfully 
complete all required knowledge tests to maintain their Class A, B, or C 
license and any special endorsements issued to them in accordance with 
this provision. 

(b) In the event 49 CFR Part 383 authorizes the “grandfathering” of drivers 
of commercial motor vehicles, persons who are applying for renewal in 
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accordance with this section shall be required only to appear, meet the 
specified requirements, pay the appropriate fee or fees, and take only those 
tests required by 49 CFR Part 383. 

(c) The department shall make available at all driver license stations and 
shall include in general or routine mailings to drivers pursuant to this part, 
when the department deems it appropriate to the nature of the correspon- 
dence, an educational pamphlet or insert explaining the effects of drugs and 
alcohol on a person’s ability to operate a vehicle and the applicable Tennessee 
laws pertaining to the operation of a vehicle while under the influence of 
alcohol and drugs. The insert or pamphlet must include a chart depicting 
“blood alcohol concentration percentage within one (1) hour based on body 
weight” and an explanation of the state’s laws and penalties regarding driving 
while intoxicated. 


History. Code Commission Notes. Former (c) was 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1943, ch.56,§ 1;mod. deleted as obsolete in 1998. 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14 (Williams, 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 44, § 1; 
1955, ch. 114,'§ 4; 1967; ch.:97,.§ 1;.1967,, ch. 
370, § 1; 1969, ch. 176, §§ 1, 2; 1970, ch. 352, 
© 1: 1972, ch. 652, § 1; 1974, ch,.444)8$).3),4; 
1974, ch. 748, § 31; modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-707; Acts 1980, ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, 
§ 1; 1984, ch. 942, § 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, 
ch. 584, § 7; T.C.A., 8§ 55-7-107, 55-7-119, 55- 
7-338; Acts 1989, ch. 60, §§ 1, 6; 1989, ch. 137, 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 1988, ch. 584, § 7 (g)(1)(D), which 
amended former § 55-7-107, and was subse- 
quently transferred to subdivision (a)(4) of this 
section, enacted identical language to that was 
codified in former § 55-7-119. Consequently, 
the provisions in former § 55-7-119 have been 
transferred to also be codified as subdivision 
(a)(4) of this section as part of the 1988 reorga- 
nization of this chapter by authority of the code 


© 2: 1992, ch. 91,8) 43.1995, Chuo 9 04: commission. 


55-50-339. Issuance or restoration of license of minor withdrawn from 
secondary school. 


Following a license revocation or denial under § 55-50-321(c)(2) or § 55-50- 
502(a)(1)(J), the department shall not issue a new license or otherwise restore 
the driving privilege unless and until the person has paid a reinstatement fee 
of twenty dollars ($20.00) and all other driver license fees, and has complied 
with all testing requirements of this chapter. 


History. 
Acts 1990, ch. 819, § 5; 1995, ch. 156, § 1. 


Cross-References. 
Promulgation of rules and regulations by 
commissioner of safety, § 55-50-202. 


55-50-340 — 55-50-350. [Reserved.|] 


55-50-351. License to be carried and exhibited on demand — Arrest 
and penalty for violations. 


(a) Every licensee shall have the licensee’s license in immediate possession 
at all times when operating a motor vehicle and shall display it upon demand 
of any officer or agent of the department or any police officer of the state, 
county or municipality, except that where the licensee has previously deposited 
the license with the officer or court demanding bail, and has received a receipt 
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from the officer or the court, the receipt is to serve as a substitute for the 
license until the specified date for court appearance of licensee or the license is 
otherwise returned to the licensee by the officer or court accepting the license 
for deposit. Any peace officer, field deputy, or inspector of the department, or 
any other law enforcement officer of this state or municipality thereof, has the 
right to demand the exhibition of the license of any operator of a motor-driven 


cycle as described in § 55-8-101, and effect the arrest of any person so found to 


be in violation of this section. 


(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 8; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
ch,’ 205;’ $$ 2;''3;C! Supp! 41950;"'9 2715-16 
(Williams, § 2715.21); Acts 1957, ch. 209, § 2; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), §§ 59-709, 55-7-109, 55-7- 
351; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 2000, ch. 700, 
oat es 


Compiler’s Notes. 

As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 
the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
licenses are issued in one of the classes speci- 
fied in § 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 

Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 18 provided that the 
commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules 
and regulations to effectuate the provisions of 
the act. 

Acts 2000, ch. 700, § 14 provided that the act 
shall only take effect if sufficient funds to 
implement the provisions of the act are in- 
cluded in the general appropriations act for the 


fiscal year in which the act becomes effective. 
Sufficient funds to implement Acts 2000, ch. 
700 were included in the general appropria- 
tions act for fiscal year 2000. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


Textbooks. 

Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 28, 32, 32.1, 33; 10 Tenn. Juris., 
Double Jeopardy, § 11. 


Law Reviews. 

Constitutional Law — Search and Seizure — 
Driver’s License Spot Check Violates United 
States Constitution, 4 Mem. St. U. L. Rev. 159. 


Attorney General Opinions. 
Regulation of electric bicycles. OAG 14-26, 
2014 Tenn. AG LEXIS 27 (3/5/14). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Exception to General Law. 

. Officer’s Right Strictly Construed. 

. Violation of Constitutional Rights. 
Enforcement Restricted. 

. Unlawful Stoppage of Car. 

. Lawful Stoppage of Car. 

. Display of Certificate of Registration. 
. Included Offense. 


RP ONRANORWNH 


. Exception to General Law. 

One of the few exceptions of the law relating 
to arrests without a warrant is the authority of 
highway patrol officers to stop a car and de- 
mand to see the license of the operator. Robert- 
son v. State, 184 Tenn. 277, 198 S.W.2d 633, 
1947 Tenn. LEXIS 377 (1947). 


2. Officer’s Right Strictly Construed. 
Highway patrol officers must exercise this 
right to check operators’ licenses in good faith 
and not as a pretext or subterfuge for an 
inspection of or.a prying into the contents of an 
automobile or any other possession of a citizen. 
This right of the officers should be strictly 
construed and made to stay within its proper 


limitations. Robertson v. State, 184 Tenn. 277, 
198 S.W.2d 633, 1947 Tenn. LEXIS 377 (1947). 


3. Violation of Constitutional Rights. 
Where, in stopping defendant’s car and ask- 
ing for his driver’s license, highway patrolmen 
were primarily actuated by a desire to see if 
they could detect any evidence of intoxicating 
liquor being transported, and they had no con- 
cern whatever about his driver’s license, the 
effect of defendant’s apprehension was to re- 
quire him to give evidence against himself, and 
therefore violated his constitutional rights. Cox 
v. State, 181 Tenn. 344, 181 S.W.2d 338, 1944 
Tenn. LEXIS 378, 154 A.L.R. 809 (1944). 


4, Enforcement Restricted. 

A state highway patrolman is empowered 
under this section at any time to stop a car and 
require an exhibition of a driver’s license. Cox v. 
State, 181 Tenn. 344, 181 S.W.2d 338, 1944 
Tenn. LEXIS 378, 154 A.L.R. 809 (1944). 

Right to demand exhibition of driver’s license 
is restricted to state highway patrolmen. Cox v. 
State, 181 Tenn. 344, 181 S.W.2d 338, 1944 
Tenn. LEXIS 378, 154 A.L.R. 809 (1944) (deci- 
sion under prior law). 
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A state highway patrolman may demand to 
see the operator’s license of a driver although 
the driver has committed no violation. United 
States v. Anderson, 401 F. Supp. 996, 1975 U.S. 
Dist. LEXIS 11313 (E.D. Tenn. 1975). 


5. Unlawful Stoppage of Car. 

Where highway patrolman’s claim that stop- 
page of defendant’s car was for the purpose of 
learning whether he had a driver’s license or 
registration receipt was a subterfuge, objection 
was properly made to his testimony on the 
ground that his stopping of the automobile and 
arrest of its occupants was unlawful and his 
testimony therefore was inadmissible. Smith v. 
State, 182 Tenn. 158, 184 S.W.2d 390, 1945 
Tenn. LEXIS 206 (1945). 

Where highway patrol officers following a car 
with license plates from another state became 
suspicious as result of occupants of car staring 
at them and they decided to investigate, and to 
accomplish purpose stopped car and demanded 
to see license of driver and saw box of whisky in 
car, the evidence obtained by search and state- 
ments of parties following search was not ad- 
missible on trial for unlawful transportation of 
alcoholic beverages. Robertson v. State, 184 
Tenn. 277, 198 S.W.2d 633, 1947 Tenn. LEXIS 
377 (1947). 

Officers of highway patrol are authorized to 
require drivers to exhibit their licenses, but 
such authority cannot be used merely as a 
pretext in order to spy on contents of car. 
Robertson v. State, 184 Tenn. 277, 198 S.W.2d 
633, 1947 Tenn. LEXIS 377 (1947). 


6. Lawful Stoppage of Car. 

Members of sheriff's patrol who noticed car 
stopped on traveled portion of road with its 
lights off and later observed the same car 
weaving on road could stop the vehicle to ex- 
amine driver’s license of operator and make an 
arrest on finding that he had none. State v. 


55-50-352. Anatomical gifts. 
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Brooks, 210 Tenn. 12, 356 S.W.2d 272, 1962 
Tenn. LEXIS 407 (1962). 

A police officer who has within his knowledge 
that the driver of an automobile is driving 
without a license can lawfully arrest him for 
such violation even though at the time, or 
immediately prior thereto, the driver is not 
engaged in some other violation which is vis- 
ible. Roberson v. Metropolitan Government of 
Nashville & Davidson County, 56 Tenn. App. 
729, 412 S.W.2d 902, 1966 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
246 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1966). 

Where an officer stopped a vehicle upon the 
good faith belief that the driver was driving 
without a license, even though the officer real- 
ized soon after the stop that the driver was not 
who he had suspected, he was justified in 
asking for the driver’s license, and the resulting 
knowledge that the driver was driving on a 
revoked license was properly admissible. State 
v. McCulloch, 906 S.W.2d 3, 1995 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 179 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1995). 


7. Display of Certificate of Registration. 

Section 55-4-108, when read with this sec- 
tion, does not authorize a state highway patrol- 
man to demand to see the certificate of vehicle 
registration of a vehicle where the operator of 
the vehicle has not violated an ordinance or 
law. United States v. Anderson, 401 F. Supp. 
996, 1975 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 11313 (E.D. Tenn. 
19%): 


8. Included Offense. 

It is impossible for one to violate § 55-10-616 
(operating a vehicle while under the restric- 
tions of the Motor Vehicle Habitual Offenders 
Act) without violating this section as well, and 
thus, the latter offense is included within the 
former, and when defendant pleaded guilty to 
the charge of violating this section his subse- 
quent prosecution for the violation of § 55-10- 
616, based on the same incident, was barred. 
State v. Cloud, 588 S.W.2d 552, 1979 Tenn. 
LEXIS 496 (Tenn. 1979). 


(a) The department shall provide with each driver license issued a state- 
ment whereby the holder of the license may certify the person’s willingness to 
make an anatomical gift under title 68, chapter 30, part 1. 

(b) The department shall provide to each licensee certifying this willingness 
a statement to include the licensee’s blood group and RH factor. 


History. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1943, ch. 56, § 1; mod. 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14 (Williams, 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967;,,chi97,,$ 4; 1967, ch: 370;9§, 1; 1969, ch. 
176, §§ 1,,2; 1970, ch. 352, § 1; 1972, ch. 652, 


§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 
T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-352; Acts 2007, ch. 
A283; 8: 3. 
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55-50-353. Sexual, violent sexual, violent juvenile sexual offender 


identification. 


When the department issues or renews a driver license or photo identifica- 
tion card to a sexual offender, violent sexual offender or violent juvenile sexual 
offender as required by § 40-39-2138, the driver license or photo identification 
card shall bear a designation sufficient to enable a law enforcement officer to 
identify the bearer of the license or card as a sexual offender, violent sexual 
offender or violent juvenile sexual offender. 


History. 
Acts 2008, ch. 1148, § 2; 2011, ch. 483, § 24. 


55-50-354. Language or symbol on driver license or photo identifica- 
tion card reflecting military service. 


(a) When the department issues or renews a driver license or photo 
identification card to an honorably discharged veteran, the driver license or 
photo identification card shall have language or a symbol designed by the 
department of veterans services, in consultation with the department of safety, 
that appropriately reflects the driver’s military service. The language or 
symbol shall be displayed prominently on the license. 

(b) Tennessee veterans who elect to have language or a symbol indicating 
their military service on their driver license at the time of renewal or reissue 
shall pay the required license or photo identification card fee, check a box on 
the application stating they are a veteran, and provide a certified copy of: 

(1) The applicant’s certificate of release or discharge, department of 
defense form 214 (DD 214), showing dates of service and that the applicant 
received an honorable discharge; 

(2) The applicant’s department of defense form DD form 2 (Retired) 
identification; or 

(3) The applicant’s AGO Form 53-55 or NAVPERS 553 showing the dates 
of service. 


History. 
Acts'2011, ‘ch 3b70$ alc 2018 chor, § 7: 
2018, ch. 677, § 1; 2020, ch. 519, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2011, ch. 337, § 2 provided that the 
provisions of the act, which enacted this sec- 
tion, shall apply to the next redesign of driver 
licenses and photo identification cards initiated 
on or after May 30, 2011; provided, that suffi- 
cient funds are appropriated in the general 
appropriations act to meet the funding required 
to implement the provisions of the act. 

Acts 2015, ch. 24, § 7 provided that the 


Tennessee Code Commission is requested to 
change references in Tennessee Code Anno- 
tated, as volumes are replaced and supple- 
ments are issued, from “veterans’ affairs” and 
“veterans affairs” to “veterans services” wher- 
ever the language appears in reference to the 
name or commissioner of the Tennessee depart- 
ment of veterans services. 


Amendments. 
The 2020 amendment added (b)(3). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 519, § 2. July 1, 2020. 
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PART 4 
COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSES 


55-50-401. Limitation on number of driver licenses. 


No person who operates a commercial motor vehicle shall have more than 


one (1) driver license. 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
ch. 205;,$§.2.,.3:. Ce’ Supp: 1950"*$: 2715.13 
(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 1973, ch. 224, §§ 1, 
2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. 
584, § 6; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-106, 55-7-401. 


Code Commission Notes. The phrase “, ex- 
cept during the ten-day period beginning on the 
date the person is issued a driver license, and, 
until December 31, 1989, whenever a state law 
enacted on or before June 1, 1986, requires the 
person to have more than one (1) driver license” 
was deleted as obsolete from the end of this 
section by the code commission in 2012. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former § 55-7-401 was transferred to § 55- 
7-801 (now § 55-50-801) in 1988. 

Acts 1998, ch. 562, § 3 provided that nothing 
in that act shall be construed as affecting or 
altering the provisions of title 55, chapter 50, 
part 4, relative to commercial driver licenses or 
the circumstances under which a commercial 
driver license is required. 


Cross-References. 

Certification of school bus drivers, §§ 49-6- 
2107, 49-6-2108. 

Driving while intoxicated, title 55, ch. 10, 
part 4. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


DECISIONS UNDER PRIOR LAW 


1. Presumption of Incompetence. 

Evidence that a person under 18 years of age 
is driving as a chauffeur in the transportation 
of persons or property creates a rebuttable 
presumption of incompetence. Erosion Control 
Corp. v. Evans, 58 Tenn. App. 90, 426 S.W.2d 
202, 1967 Tenn. App. LEXIS 212 (Tenn. Ct. 
App. 1967). 

It is the policy of the law to consider as 
incompetent to act as a chauffeur any person 


under 18 years of age; the fact that a person is 
under 18 years of age is evidence that he is 
incompetent to operate a motor vehicle as a 
chauffeur and is to be considered by the triers 
of the facts along with other evidence offered to 
show his competence or lack of competence. 
Erosion Control Corp. v. Evans, 58 Tenn. App. 
90, 426 S.W.2d 202, 1967 Tenn. App. LEXIS 212 
(Tenn. Ct. App. 1967). 


55-50-402. Notification required by employee. 


(a) Notification of Violations: 


(1) To State. Any operator of a commercial motor vehicle holding a driver 





license issued by this state, and who is convicted of violating any state law 
or local ordinance relating to motor vehicle traffic control, in this or any other 
state, other than parking violations, shall notify the department of the 
conviction in the manner specified by the department within thirty (30) days 
of the date of conviction; and 
(2) To Employers. Any operator of a commercial motor vehicle holding a 
driver license issued by this state, and who is convicted of violating any state 
law or local ordinance relating to motor vehicle traffic control in this or any 
other state, other than parking violations, shall notify the operator’s 
employer in writing of the conviction within thirty (30) days of the date of 
conviction. 
(b) Notification of Suspensions, Revocations and Cancellations. Each 
employee whose driver license is suspended, revoked, or cancelled by this 
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state, who loses the privilege to operate a commercial motor vehicle in any 
state for any period, or who is disqualified from operating a commercial motor 
vehicle for any period, shall notify the operator’s employer of that fact before 
the end of the business day following the day the employee received notice of 
that fact. 

(c) Notification of Previous Employment. 

(1) General Rule. Each person who applies for employment as an 
operator of a commercial motor vehicle, with an employer, shall provide 
notification to the employer, at the time of the application, of any previous 
employment as an operator of a commercial motor vehicle. 

(2) Period of Previous Employment. The period of previous employ- 
ment of which notification must be given under subdivision (c)(1) shall be the 
ten-year period ending on the date of application for employment, or the 
greater period which may be established by regulation by the secretary of 
transportation. 


History. 
Acts 1987, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
ch., 205, '$§..2, 3; °C, Supp. 1950, § 2715.13 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-7-402 was transferred to § 55- 
7-802 (now § 55-50-802) in 1988. 


(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 1973, ch. 224, §§ 1, 
2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. 
584, § 6; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-106, 55-7-402. 


55-50-403. Employer responsibilities. 


No employer shall knowingly allow, permit, or authorize an employee to 
operate a commercial motor vehicle in the United States during any period: 
(1) In which the employee has a driver license suspended, revoked, or 
cancelled by a state, has lost the privilege to operate a commercial motor 
vehicle in a state, or has been disqualified from operating a commercial 


motor vehicle; 


(2) In which the employee has more than one (1) driver license. Each 
employer shall require the information specified in § 55-50-402(c) to be 


provided by the applicant; 


(3) In which the driver, or the CMV the employee is driving, or the motor 
carrier operation, is subject to an out-of-service order; or 
(4) In violation of a federal, state or local law or regulation pertaining to 


railroad-highway grade crossings. 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
che? 205," SS¢2, 3.7 Cy OUD. 1900s a 2r iota 
(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 1978, ch. 224, §§ 1, 
2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. 
584, § 6; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-106, 55-7-403; Acts 
2009, ch. 321, § 19. 


Code Commission Notes. The phrase “, ex- 
cept during the ten-day period beginning on the 
date the employee is issued a driver license 


and, until December 31, 1989, except whenever 
a state law enacted on or before June 1, 1986, 
requires the employee to have more than one 
(1) driver license” was deleted as obsolete from 
the end of the first sentence of subdivision (2) 
by the code commission in 2012. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-7-403 was transferred to § 55- 
7-803 (now § 55-50-803) in 1988. 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Lack of Authority. 
T.C.A. §§ 55-50-302 and 55-50-404 do not 
create an exception to the grant of authority 


such licenses, but do not prohibit it from com- 
plying with a trial court’s order for the issuance 
of restricted licenses. State v. Banks, 875 


vested in trial courts to issue restricted li- 
censes; these sections address the independent 
authority of the department of safety to issue 


S.W.2d 303, 1993 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 870 
(Tenn. Crim. App. 1993). 


55-50-404. Commercial driver license required. 


(a) Except when operating under an instruction permit and accompanied by 
the holder of a commercial driver license valid for the vehicle being operated, 
no person may operate a commercial motor vehicle unless the person has been 
issued, and is in immediate possession of, a valid commercial driver license. 

(b) No person may be issued a commercial driver license before passing a 
written and driving test for the operation of a commercial motor vehicle that 
complies with the minimum federal standards in 49 CFR Part 383, and has 
satisfied all other federal requirements, as well as any other requirements 
imposed by state law. The tests shall be prescribed and conducted by the 
department. 

(c) Acommercial driver license may be issued only to a person who operates 
or will operate commercial motor vehicles and who is domiciled in this state; 
provided, that a commercial driver certificate may be issued to a person who 
operates or will operate a commercial motor vehicle and is not domiciled in a 
state that issues a commercial driver license in accordance with 49 CFR Part 
383. 

(d) A commercial driver license may not be issued to a person during a 
period in which the person is disqualified from operating a commercial motor 
vehicle, or while the person’s driver license is suspended, revoked or cancelled 
in any state; nor may a commercial driver license be issued to a person unless 
the person first surrenders all previously issued driver licenses, either com- 
mercial or noncommercial, issued by any state. The department shall elec- 
tronically notify the state of issuance that the license has been turned into the 
department and should be cancelled. 


History. 1994, ch. 905, § 3; 1997, ch. 179, § 3; 2005, ch. 


Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
em 805/°§$ °2; 738; ‘Ce Supp. ‘1950, .§ 2715.18 
(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 1978, ch. 224, §§ 1, 
2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. 
584, § 6; T.C.A., 8§ 55-7-106, 55-7-404; Acts 


235, § 4; 2009, ch. 321, § 20. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-7-404 was transferred to § 55- 
7-804 (now § 55-50-804) in 1988. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Lack of Authority. 

Sections 55-50-302 and 55-50-404 do not cre- 
ate an exception to the grant of authority 
vested in trial courts to issue restricted li- 
censes; these sections address the independent 
authority of the department of safety to issue 


such licenses, but do not prohibit it from com- 
plying with a trial court’s order for the issuance 
of restricted licenses. State v. Banks, 875 
S.W.2d 303, 1993 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 870 
(Tenn. Crim. App. 1993). 
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55-50-405. Violations — Penalties — Driving under the influence. 


(a)(1) The commissioner shall suspend for at least one (1) year, a commercial 
motor vehicle operator who is found to have committed a first violation of: 

(A) Driving a commercial motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol or 
a controlled substance, or with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 
four-hundredths of one percent (0.04 %) or greater; 

(B) Leaving the scene of an accident while driving a commercial motor 
vehicle; or 

(C) Operating a commercial motor vehicle in the commission of a felony, 
except a controlled substance felony as described in subdivision (a)(4). 
(2) If the operator commits any of the violations while carrying hazardous 

materials, the suspension shall be for a period of three (3) years. 

(3) The commissioner shall suspend for life, or a period not less than ten 
(10) years, according to department of transportation regulations, a com- 
mercial motor vehicle operator who is found to have committed a second 
violation of: 

(A) Driving a commercial motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol 
with a BAC of point zero four (0.04) or greater, or other controlled 
substance; 

(B) Leaving the scene of an accident while driving a commercial motor 
vehicle; or 

(C) Using a commercial motor vehicle in the commission of a felony. 
(4) The commissioner shall suspend for life, a commercial motor vehicle 

operator who is found to have used a commercial motor vehicle in the 
commission of a felony involving the manufacture, distribution, or dispens- 
ing of a controlled substance, or possession with intent to distribute. 

(5) The commissioner shall suspend for a period of not less than sixty (60) 
days each person who in a three-year period has committed two (2) serious 
traffic violations involving a commercial motor vehicle, and for not less than 
one hundred twenty (120) days each person who has committed three (3) 
serious traffic violations in a three-year period. 

(6)(A) Any person violating subdivisions (a)(1), (2), and (3) shall, upon 

conviction, be punished pursuant to the requirements of §§ 55-10-402 and 

55-10-4038, except for provision of license suspension, which shall be in 

accordance with this subsection (a). 

(B) Any person violating subdivision (a)(4) shall, upon conviction, be 
fined not less than two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500), and be 
imprisoned for not less than ninety (90) days nor more than one (1) year. 
(7)(A) The commissioner shall suspend the driver license of a driver who 
is convicted of violating an out-of-service order while driving a commercial 
motor vehicle for one hundred eighty (180) days if the driver is convicted 
of a first violation of an out-of-service order. 

(B) The commissioner shall suspend the driver license of a driver who is 
convicted of violating an out-of-service order while driving a commercial 
motor vehicle for two (2) years if, during any ten-year period, the driver is 
convicted of two (2) violations of out-of-service orders in separate inci- 
dents. 
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(C) The commissioner shall suspend the driver license of a driver who is 
convicted of violating an out-of-service order while driving a commercial 
motor vehicle for three (3) years if, during any ten-year period, the driver 
is convicted of three (3) or more violations of out-of-service orders in 
separate incidents. 

(8)(A) The commissioner shall suspend the driver license for a period of 

one hundred eighty (180) days if a driver is convicted of violating an 

out-of-service order while driving a commercial motor vehicle while 
transporting hazardous materials required to be placarded under the 

Hazardous Materials Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. § 5101 et seq.), or 

while operating a motor vehicle designed to transport more than fifteen 

(15) passengers including the driver. 

(B) The commissioner shall suspend the driver license of a driver who is 
convicted of violating an out-of-service order while driving a commercial 
motor vehicle for a period of three (3) years if the driver is convicted of any 
subsequent violation of out-of-service orders, in separate incidents, while 
transporting hazardous materials required to be placarded under the 
Hazardous Materials Transportation Act or while operating a commercial 
motor vehicle designed to transport more than fifteen (15) passengers, 
including the driver. 

(9) The commissioner shall suspend the driver license of a commercial 
motor vehicle operator who is convicted of violating a railroad highway grade 
crossing law or regulation while operating a commercial motor vehicle, for 
not less than sixty (60) days for a first conviction; not less than one hundred 
twenty (120) days for a second conviction, if the violation occurred within a 
three-year period from the first violation; and one (1) year for a third 
conviction, if the violation occurred within three (3) years from the first 
violation, for the following offenses: 

(A) For drivers who are not required to always stop pursuant to 
§ 55-8-147, failing to slow down and check the railroad highway grade 
crossing to be sure it is clear of an approaching train; 

(B) For drivers who are not required to always stop pursuant to 
§ 55-8-147, failing to stop before reaching the railroad highway grade 
crossing if the tracks are not clear; 

(C) A conviction of § 55-8-147; 

(D) Failure to have sufficient space to drive completely through the 
railroad highway grade crossing without stopping; 

(E) Failure to obey a traffic control device or the directions of an 
enforcement official at the railroad highway grade crossing; or 

(F) Failure to negotiate a railroad highway grade crossing because of 

insufficient undercarriage clearance. 
(10)(A) A driver who is convicted of violating an out-of-service order shall 
be subject to a civil penalty of not less than two thousand five hundred 
dollars ($2,500) for a first conviction and not less than five thousand 
dollars ($5,000) for a second or subsequent conviction, in addition to any 
disqualification or other penalty which may be imposed by state or federal 
law. 

(B) The civil penalty shall be assessed by the department after receiv- 
ing notification of the conviction. 


55-50-405 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 914 
(C) Funds received pursuant to this section shall become expendable 
receipts of the department. 

(b) Any person violating § 55-50-401 shall, upon conviction, be fined not less 
than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000), and be imprisoned for not less than ten (10) days nor more than 
ninety (90) days. 

(c) Any person violating § 55-50-402 shall, upon conviction, be fined not less 
than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than five hundred dollars 
($500), and imprisoned for not less than two (2) days nor more than thirty (30) 
days. 

(d) Any person violating § 55-50-403 shall, upon conviction, be fined not 
more than five hundred dollars ($500) and also be subject to civil penalties 
pursuant to 49 CFR § 383.53(b)(2). 

(e) Any person violating § 55-50-404 shall, upon conviction of a first offense, 
be fined not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than one 
thousand dollars ($1,000), and be imprisoned for not less than thirty (30) days 
nor more than ninety (90) days; and upon conviction of a second or subsequent 
offense, be fined not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000) nor more than two 
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) and be imprisoned for not less than 
ninety (90) days nor more than one (1) year. 

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision in this title, the privilege of 
operating a commercial motor vehicle shall be subject to 49 CFR Parts 383 and 
384 relative to the disqualification of drivers. 

(g) Any person charged with driving a commercial motor vehicle without a 
commercial driver license in the driver’s possession, may, on or before the court 
date, submit evidence of compliance at the time of the violation. If the court is 
satisfied that compliance was in effect at the time of the violation, the charge 
shall be dismissed without cost to the defendant and no litigation tax shall be 
due or collected, notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary. 

(h) Pursuant to 49 CFR § 350.341, no provision of law relative to commer- 
cial driver licenses, including, but not limited to, physical qualification 
standards and records to be kept by drivers, shall be applicable to drivers of 
motor vehicles that have a gross vehicle weight rating or gross combination 
weight rating of twenty-six thousand pounds (26,000 lbs.) or less that are 
operated in intrastate commerce to transport property, and that do not 
transport: 

(1) Hazardous materials required to be placarded; 
(2) Sixteen (16) or more persons, including the driver; or 
(3) Passengers for hire. 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
chy 205, §§ 2, 3;-C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.13 
(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 1973, ch. 224, §§ 1, 
2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. 
584, § 6; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-106, 55-7-405; Acts 
1996, ch. 799, §§ 4, 5; 2001, ch. 110, § 3; 2005, 
ch. 235, §§ 5, 6, 8; 2009, ch. 321, §§ 21-24: 
2010, ch. 1087, 8§ 6, 7; 2018, ch. 154, § 44; 
2017 <ciny 156; 8) 3: 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-7-405 was transferred to § 55- 
7-805 (now § 55-50-805) in 1988. 


Cross-References. 

Presumption of intoxication or impairment, 
§ 55-10-411. 

Driving under the influence, § 55-50-408. 

Driving while intoxicated, title 55, ch. 10, 
part 4. 


915 UNIFORM CLASSIFIED AND COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE 55-50-407 


55-50-406. Application for commercial driver license. 


(a) The application for a commercial driver license shall include the 
following: 

(1) The full legal name and current legal residential address of the person, 
including the street address and number or route and box number (or post 
office box number if the person has no bona fide residential street address); 

(2) A physical description of the person including sex, height, weight, hair 
and eye colors; 

(3) The applicant’s social security number; 

(4) Date of birth; 

(5) Signature; 

(6) Photograph; 

(7) Certification that all information is correct; 

(8) Statement that the applicant has read and understands the Tennessee 
Financial Responsibility Law of 1977, compiled in chapter 12 of this title; 
and 

(9) Any other information deemed necessary or required by the depart- 
ment or the secretary of transportation. 

(b) The application shall be accompanied by a nonrefundable application fee 
of six dollars ($6.00) that shall constitute expendable receipts of the depart- 
ment. 


History. 584, § 6; T.C.A., 8§ 55-7-106, 55-7-406; Acts 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, 1989, ch. 137, § 3; 1989, ch. 341, § 5. 

mae 200, 8c 2, (Oo. CO, Supp. (loo0. ie 2Lb, Lo 

(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 1973, ch. 224, §§ 1, Cross-References. 

2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. Driver license fees, § 55-50-323. 


55-50-407. Commercial driver license. 


(a) The commercial driver license shall be, to the maximum extent practi- 
cable, tamper proof, and shall include, but not be limited to, the following 
information: 

(1) The full legal name and current legal residential address of the person 
including the street address and number or route and box number (or post 
office box number if the person has no bona fide residential street address); 

(2) Aphysical description of the person including sex, height, weight, hair 
and eye colors; 

(3) Anumber or identifier deemed appropriate by the department, which 
number shall not be the person’s social security number unless the applicant 
specifically requests in writing that the social security number be displayed 
on the license; 

(4) The class or type of commercial motor vehicle or vehicles that the 
person is authorized to operate; 

(5) The date of issuance and the date of expiration; 

(6) The name of this state; 

(7) Any restrictions that may apply; 

(8) Whether the license is an original or duplicate; 

(9) Organ donor information; 

(10) Endorsements under which the person is authorized to operate a 
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commercial motor vehicle; 
(11) Color photograph; and 
(12) Any other information required by the secretary or deemed appro- 
priate by the department. 

(b) Not more than sixty (60) days before issuing a commercial driver license, 
the department shall notify the commercial driver license information system 
(CDLIS) of the proposed issuance of the license and provide the information 
required to ensure identification of the person. The department shall also 
request all information pertaining to the driving record of the person from all 
other states in which the person has been licensed to drive during the 
immediate preceding ten (10) years, and from the National Driver Register. 

(c) Within ten (10) days after issuing a commercial driver license, the 
department shall notify the commercial driver license information system of 
that fact, providing all information required to ensure identification of the 
person. 

(d) The department shall maintain copies of all documents including, but 
not limited to, the application, commercial driver license issued, and any other 
documents pertaining to the licensee. 

(e) Within ten (10) days after suspending, revoking or cancelling a commer- 
cial driver license, the department shall notify the commercial driver license 
information system of that disqualification if the sanction is for a period of 
sixty (60) days or more. 


History. 2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. 


Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
ch. 205, §$' 2, 3; -C., Suppiyd 950.58 (271543 
(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 19738, ch. 224, §$ 1, 


584, § 6; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-106, 55-7-407; Acts 
1989, ch. 341, § 6; 1999, ch. 44, § 2; 2009, ch. 
321, §§ 25, 26. 


55-50-408. Driving under the influence. 


For purposes of this chapter and § 55-10-401, any person who drives, 
operates or exercises physical control of a commercial motor vehicle with a 
blood alcohol concentration of four hundredths of one percent (0.04%) or more 
commits the offense of driving while under the influence of alcohol, in violation 


of § 55-50-405. 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
ch. (205, (§$2, 3; C. Supp 1950, 8° 2710.43 
(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 1973, ch. 224, §§ 1, 
2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. 
584, § 6; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-106, 55-7-408; Acts 
2009, ch. 321, § 27. 


Cross-References. 

Driving under the influence, presumptions, 
§ 55-10-411. 

Driving while intoxicated, title 55, ch. 10, 
part 4. 

Enforcement powers of department of safety, 
§ 65-15-106. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Constitutionality. 

. Construction. 

. —Higher Standard of Care. 
. Elements of Offense. 


— PwnoH 


. Constitutionality. 
Where appellant argued that this section, 


concerning driving under the influence, was 
part of a public act which embraced more than 
one subject, in violation of the Tenn. Const., art. 
II, § 17, any such error in the caption of the act 
was cured by the codification of the statute by 
the legislature. State v. Snyder, 835 S.W.2d 30, 
1992 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 48 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. 1992). 
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2. Construction. 


3. —Higher Standard of Care. 

The language of the statute is clear and 
references to the other driving under the influ- 
ence (DUI) provisions in the code indicate that 
the legislature intended to create a higher 
standard of care for those who drive commer- 
cial motor vehicles. State v. Snyder, 835 S.W.2d 
30, 1992 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 48 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 1992). 


UNIFORM CLASSIFIED AND COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE 55-50-409 


4. Elements of Offense. 

By enacting this section, the legislature 
made it a crime to operate a commercial motor 
vehicle with a blood alcohol concentration of 
point zero four (.04) or more. Neither the need 
to prove impairment nor the rebuttable pre- 
sumption contained in this section applies in 
such cases. State v. Snyder, 835 S.W.2d 30, 1992 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 48 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
1992). 


55-50-4009. Notification of traffic violations — Furnishing driving re- 


cord information. 


(a) This section shall apply to the following types of convictions: 

(1) The conviction of any resident or nonresident holder of a commercial 
driver license of any violation of state law or local ordinance relating to 
motor vehicle traffic control, other than parking violations, in any vehicle; 


and 


(2) The conviction of any resident or nonresident holder of a non- 
commercial driver license of any violation of state law or local ordinance 
relating to motor vehicle traffic control, other than parking violations, in a 


commercial motor vehicle. 


(b) Within five (5) days after receiving a report of a conviction as defined by 
subsection (a), the department shall notify the driver licensing authority in the 
licensing state of the conviction, and the commercial driver license information 


system. 


(c)(1) Within five (5) days after the date of a conviction as defined by 
subsection (a), the clerk of the court of jurisdiction shall notify the depart- 


ment of the conviction. 
(2) The notice shall contain: 


(A) Driver’s first name, middle name or middle initial, last name, and 


residence address; 
(B) Driver’s date of birth; 


(C) Driver license number, class of license, and state of issuance; 
(D) A statement as to whether or not the license is a commercial driver 


license; 


(EK) The license plate number, year, and state of issuance of the vehicle 


involved; 


(F) A statement as to whether or not the offense was committed in a 


commercial motor vehicle; 


(G) A statement as to whether or not the vehicle was transporting 
hazardous materials requiring placards; 
(H) Astatement as to whether or not the vehicle could transport sixteen 


(16) or more passengers; 


(I) The date the offense occurred; 
(J) The offense the driver was charged with; 


(K) The date of the conviction; 


(L) The violation of which the person was convicted; 
(M) The plea, the judgment, or whether bail was forfeited; 
(N) The number of the offense (e.g., Ist offense, 2nd offense); 
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(O) The blood alcohol level of the person, if convicted of a violation of 
§ 39-13-106, § 39-13-2138, § 55-10-401 or § 55-50-405; 
(P) The amount of any fine or costs assessed for the violation; 
(Q) Whether a driver education or improvement course was completed 
and the date of completion of the course, if eligible under § 55-10-301; 
(R) The name of the arresting agency; 
(S) The name of the county and court in which the conviction occurred; 
and 
(T) Whether or not there was in effect at the time of the violation an 
automobile liability policy or bond with respect to the operation of the 
motor vehicle involved. 
(d) Notwithstanding any other law in this state, the department shall 
furnish full information regarding the driving record of any person to: 
(1) The driver license administrator of any other state, or province or 
territory of Canada, requesting that information; 
(2) The commercial driver license information system; and 
(3) Any employer or prospective employer upon request and payment of a 
fee of five dollars ($5.00). 


History. 2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, 584, § 6; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-106, 55-7-409; Acts 

ch. 205, §§ 2, 3; C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.13 2010, ch. 1037, § 8. 

(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 19738, ch. 224, §§ 1, 


55-50-410. Rulemaking authority. 


The department may adopt any rules and regulations necessary to carry out 
this part. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, Licensing, administrative rules and regula- 
ch. 205, §§ 2, 3; C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.13 tions, § 55-50-202. 
(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 19738, ch. 224, §§ 1, 
2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. . 
584, § 6; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-106, 55-7-410. 


55-50-411. Where denial of commercial driver license based on medi- 
cal disqualification not permitted — Suspension. 


(a) No person shall be denied issuance or renewal of a commercial driver 
license nor be deemed medically unqualified to operate a motor vehicle based 
on the failure to meet motor carrier safety regulations adopted pursuant to 
§ 65-15-111 relative to: 

(1) Distant visual acuity, if the person has only one (1) eye but the distant 
visual acuity in the eye meets the requirements of 49 CFR § 391.41(b)(10); 

(2) A medical history or clinical diagnosis of diabetes mellitus currently 
requiring insulin, but whose medical history indicates that the insulin 
controls the diabetes to the extent that the condition is not likely to cause 
any loss of ability to control a motor vehicle; 

(3) Classification as an American Heart Association functional Class I or 

II heart patient, according to the American Heart Association functional 

classification system; or 
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(4) Implantation of an automated implantable cardiac defibrillator due to: 
(A) A sudden death event; provided, that the person submits to the 
department a certified statement from a physician duly licensed to 
practice medicine that the defibrillator has not fired within the six-month 
period prior to the date of the statement; or 
(B) A prophylactic reason; 
if the driver satisfies all other applicable state and federal requirements for the 
issuance of a commercial driver license, and the conditions of subsection (b) are 
met. 

(b) In addition to the requirements of subsection (a), the following condi- 
tions shall also be met: 

(1) The driver shall operate a commercial motor vehicle only in intrastate 
commerce in this state; and 

(2) The driver shall not transport hazardous materials required to be 
placarded under applicable federal law except as provided by 49 CFR 

§ 391.41(b) nor operate a common carrier motor vehicle for the transporting 

of passengers for hire. 

(c) Any driver who, after issuance of a commercial driver license under this 
section, fails to meet the conditions imposed by this section, shall be subject to 
the suspension provisions of § 55-50-405. The commissioner may suspend for 
life the commercial driver license of any driver found to have committed a 
serious traffic violation or reportable accident related to the driver’s medical 
condition as provided in this section. 

(d) This section shall not be valid if enforcement of this section would result 
in the loss of or the disqualification for federal funding for any state agency or 
program. 


History. 
Acts 1990, ch. 1021, § 1; 1995, ch. 227, § 1; 
1998, ch: 679, § 1; 2016, ch. 779, §§ 1, 2. 


55-50-412. Approaching and driving over a railroad highway grade 
crossing. 


(a) It is unlawful for the operator of a commercial motor vehicle to fail to: 

(1) Slow down and check that the railroad highway grade crossing is clear 
of an approaching train, if the driver is not required by § 55-8-147 to always 
stop at the crossing; 

(2) Stop before reaching the railroad highway grade crossing, if the tracks 
are not clear, if the driver is not required to always stop, pursuant to 
§ 55-8-147; 

(3) Have sufficient space to drive completely through the railroad high- 
way grade crossing without stopping; or 

(4) Negotiate a railroad highway grade crossing because of insufficient 
undercarriage clearance. 

(b) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine 
only. 
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History. 
Acts 2001, ch. 110, § 4. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
111. 


55-50-413. Valid medical card required. 


(a1) Beginning January 1, 2011, all persons holding valid commercial 
driver licenses issued by this state shall be required to maintain a valid 
medical card and provide the department a copy of each medical card issued, 
or provide evidence of an exemption from the medical card requirements. 
(2) Persons who apply for a commercial driver license on or after January 

1, 2012, will be required to provide the department with a copy of their 

current medical card or provide evidence of an exemption from the medical 

card requirements prior to issuance of a commercial driver license. 

(b) The copies shall be provided in a manner prescribed by the department. 

(c) A commercial driver who fails to maintain current proof of the driver’s 
medical card with the department shall be subject to cancellation of the 
driver’s commercial driver license. 

(d) This section shall not apply to a person holding a commercial driver 
license to perform transportation services as an employee of the federal 
government, a state, a political subdivision of a state, or an agency established 
under a compact between states that has been approved by the congress of the 
United States; provided, however, that the exemption created by this subsec- 
tion (d) shall not apply to a passenger, school bus or hazardous material 
endorsement. 


History. 
Acts 2010, ch. 1037, § 9; 2011, ch. 50, § 1. 


55-50-414. Farm-related service industry employee restricted com- 
mercial driver license. 


(a) The commissioner may issue a farm-related service industry employee 
restricted commercial driver license to a person who: 

(1) Is an employee of: 

(A) An agri-chemical business; 

(B) A custom harvester; 

(C) A farm retail outlet or supplier; or 
(D) A livestock feeder; 

(2) Satisfies all of the requirements for issuance of a commercial driver 
license under this chapter other than the written and driving test require- 
ment in § 55-50-404(b); 

(3) Holds a valid driver license; 

(4) Has at least one (1) year of driving experience as a licensed driver; and 

(5) Has a good driving history, as defined in subsection (b), for: 

(A) The person’s entire driving history, if the person only has between 
one (1) and two (2) years of driving experience as a licensed driver; or 
(B) The two (2) most recent years of the person’s driving history, if the 
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person has more than two (2) years of driving experience as a licensed 

driver. 

(b) For purposes of subdivision (a)(5), a person has a good driving history, if 
the person has not: 

(1) Had more than one (1) driver license; 

(2) Had any driver license suspended, revoked, or cancelled; 

(3) Been convicted of any offense or serious traffic violation that is a 
disqualifying offense or violation under § 55-50-405(f); 

(4) Been convicted of any law or ordinance relating to motor vehicle traffic 
control, other than a parking violation, arising in connection with any traffic 
accident; or 

(5) Been at fault in a motor vehicle accident. 

(c) A farm-related service industry employee restricted commercial driver 
license entitles the licensee to operate commercial motor vehicles other than 
Class A vehicles. 

(d) A farm-related service industry employee restricted commercial driver 
license authorizes operation of a commercial motor vehicle only during the 
seasonal period or periods prescribed by the commissioner and stated on the 
license; provided, that the total number of calendar days in any twelve-month 
period for which the farm-related service industry employee restricted com- 
mercial driver license authorizes operation of a commercial motor vehicle must 
not exceed one hundred eighty (180) days. A farm-related service industry 
employee restricted commercial driver license is valid for operation of a 
commercial motor vehicle during the seasonal period or periods for which it 
has been validated and must be revalidated annually by the department for 
each successive seasonal period or periods for which commercial vehicle 
operation is sought. A farm-related service industry employee restricted 
commercial driver license authorizes operation of noncommercial motor ve- 
hicles at any time, unless it has been suspended, revoked, or cancelled, or has 
expired. 

(e) A farm-related service industry employee restricted commercial driver 
license does not authorize operation of a commercial motor vehicle during any | 
period when the licensee is not employed by an entity described in subdivision 
(a)(1), nor if when operation of the commercial motor vehicle is not directly 
related to the licensee’s employment. 

(f) A farm-related service industry employee restricted commercial driver 
license does not authorize the licensee to operate any vehicle transporting 
hazardous materials, except that a licensee may drive a vehicle transporting: 

(1) Diesel fuel in quantities of one thousand gallons (1,000 gals.), or less; 

(2) Liquid fertilizers in a vehicle or implement of husbandry with a total 
capacity of three thousand gallons (3,000 gals.) or less; or 

(3) Solid fertilizers that are not transported with any organic substance. 
(g) A farm-related service industry employee restricted commercial driver 

license authorizes the operation of a commercial motor vehicle only within one 
hundred fifty miles (150 mi.) of the place of business of the licensee’s employer 
or the farm being served. 

(h) A person may not be the holder of a farm-related service industry 
employee restricted commercial driver license and an unrestricted commercial 
driver license at the same time. 


55-50-501 


History. 
Acts 2019, ch. 466, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2019, ch. 466, § 3 provided that the act, 
which enacted this section, shall take effect 
thirty (30) days after the date upon which the 
commissioner of safety provides written notifi- 
cation to the secretary of state and the execu- 
tive secretary of the Tennessee code commis- 
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sion that the department of safety’s “A-list” 
driver license program is capable of implement- 
ing the act, or it shall take effect on January 1, 
2020, whichever is earlier. The commissioner 
shall cause such notification to be published on 
the website of the department contemporane- 
ously with delivery to the secretary of state and 
the executive secretary of the Tennessee code 
commission. The act took effect on January 1, 
2020. 


PART 5 
SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION 


55-50-501. Mandatory revocation of licenses — Causes — Suspension 
of license until judgment for personal or property damage 
paid. 


(a) The department shall forthwith revoke the license of any operator or 
chauffeur upon receiving a record of the operator’s or chauffeur’s conviction of 
any of the following offenses, when the conviction has become final: 

(1) Manslaughter resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle. The 
period of revocation in this instance shall extend for the term of the sentence 
received by the convicted person. If the person is released on parole prior to 
the end of the sentence, an operator’s license may be reissued on petition of 
the person’s probation and parole officer and upon satisfactory completion of 
a complete licensing examination, subject to the approval of the commis- 
sioner. In the case of a conviction for vehicular homicide, the department 
shall revoke the license for the period of time the court prohibited the person 
from driving a vehicle pursuant to § 39-13-213(c); 

(2) Driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of an intoxicant, or 
while under the influence of narcotic drugs, or while under the influence of 
drugs producing stimulating effects on the central nervous system. For the 
purpose of this section, “drugs producing stimulating effects on the central 
nervous system” includes the salts of barbituric acid, also known as malonyl 
urea, or any compound, derivatives, or mixtures thereof that may be used for 
producing hypnotic or somnifacient effects, and includes amphetamine, 
desoxyephedrine or compounds or mixtures thereof, including all derivatives 
of phenolethylamine or any of the salts thereof, except preparations in- 
tended for use in the nose and unfit for internal use; 

(3) Any felony in the commission of which a motor vehicle is used; 

(4) Failure to stop and render aid as required under the laws of this state 
in the event of a motor vehicle accident resulting in the death or personal 
injury of another; 

(5) Knowingly displaying or causing or permitting to be displayed or 
having in possession any cancelled, revoked, suspended, fictitious or fraudu- 
lently altered operator’s or chauffeur’s license, or displaying or representing 
as one’s own any operator’s or chauffeur’s license not issued to the person or 
using a false or fictitious name in any application for an operator’s or 
chauffeur’s license, or knowingly making a false statement, or knowingly 
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concealing a material fact, or otherwise committing a fraud in any such 
application, or willfully making a false statement to the division under any 
law relating to the ownership, application or renewal of a motor vehicle 
operator’s or chauffeur’s license; | 

(6) Conviction, or forfeiture of bail not vacated, upon two (2) charges of 
reckless driving committed within a period of twelve (12) months; 

(7) Possession by a driver of five (5) or more grams of methamphetamine, 
as scheduled in § 39-17-408(d)(2) while operating a motor vehicle in this 
state. A motor vehicle is in operation if its engine is operating, whether or not 
the motor vehicle is moving; or 

(8) Conviction of violating an out-of-service order and failure to pay a civil 
penalty assessed by the department under § 55-50-405. 

(b) In the event any final judgment for damages to property or personal 
injury resulting from the negligent operation of any motor vehicle is recovered, 
and in the event the final judgment is not fully paid, satisfied and discharged 
within sixty (60) days from the date the judgment becomes final, the depart- 
ment shall forthwith suspend the license of any chauffeur or operator of the 
motor vehicle against whom the judgment was rendered; and the license shall 
not be restored to the operator of the vehicle until the final judgment has been 
fully paid, discharged and satisfied. 

(c) The commissioner shall revoke the license of any operator or chauffeur 
upon receiving the record of the operator’s or chauffeur’s conviction of the theft 
of a motor vehicle or any part thereof; and the commissioner shall not consider 
the convicted person’s application for reinstatement for the revoked license 
until the expiration of the full term of the sentence imposed, whether served 
during actual imprisonment, probation, parole or suspension. It shall be 
grounds for the revocation of any such person’s parole or probation if the 
person operates a motor vehicle while the person’s license is in revocation 
pursuant to this subsection (c). It shall be within the discretion of the trial 
judge who imposed sentence upon the person convicted of the theft of the motor 
vehicle or any part thereof to reinstate the person’s driver license after a 
reasonable time. 

(d) The commissioner shall permanently revoke a school bus endorsement 
held by any operator or chauffeur upon receiving the record of such operator's 
or chauffeur’s conviction for using a portable electronic device while operating 
a school bus, as prohibited by § 55-8-192. 





History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 11; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
ch. 205, §§ 2, 3; Acts 1939, ch. 205, § 5; C. 
Supp. 1950, § 2715.19 (Williams, § 2715.24); 
Acts 1961, ch. 94, § 2; 1968, ch. 428, § 1; 1970, 
ch. 368, § 1; 1978, ch. 504, § 1; 1978, ch. 660, 
§ 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-712; Acts 1986, ch. 
842, §§ 1, 2; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-112, 55-7-501; Acts 
1998, ch. 1049, § 64; 2005, ch. 209, § 1; 2010, 
ch. 1005, §§ 1, 2; 2010, ch. 1037, § 10; 2016, ch. 
1036, § 2. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 


the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 


licenses are issued in one of the classes speci- 
fied in § 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 

Acts 2010, ch. 1005, § 3 provided that the 
act, which amended subdivision (a)(1), applies 
to any person who commits the offense of ve- 
hicular homicide on or after July 1, 2010. The 
act shall also apply to any person committing 
the offense of vehicular homicide prior to July 
1, 2010, upon the person presenting proof sat- 
isfactory to the department of safety that the 
period of time the person was prohibited from 
driving by the court has expired. 


Cross-References. 
Administrative appeal from driver’s license 
revocation hearings, § 4-5-321. 


55-50-502 


Appointment of hearing officers to conduct 
contested case hearings, § 4-3-2005. 
Suspension or revocation of all registrations 
when licenses suspended or revoked under fi- 
nancial responsibility law, § 55-12-114. 
Vehicular homicide, § 39-13-2183. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 28, 33. 
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Attorney General Opinions. 

Authority to revoke driver’s license reserved 
to department of safety, OAG 98-0125, 1998 
Tenn. AG LEXIS 125 (7/20/98). 

Effective date of revocation of driver’s li- 
cense, OAG 98-0125, 1998 Tenn. AG LEXIS 125 
(7/20/98). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


Constitutionality. 

. Period of Revocation. 
Suspension of License. 
Suspension Pending Appeal. 


ro wI 


. Constitutionality. 

This section does not violate Tenn. Const., 
art. I, § 18, prohibiting imprisonment for debt 
in civil cases. This section contains no provision 
authorizing imprisonment for failure to pay a 
judgment founded upon the negligent operation 
of an automobile. The punishment prescribed is 
for operating an automobile after the driver’s 
license has been revoked. Sullins v. Butler, 175 
Tenn. 468, 1385 S.W.2d 930, 1939 Tenn. LEXIS 
63 (1940). 

A proceeding to have the defendant declared 
to be an habitual offender and to have his 
driving privileges revoked does not subject him 
to double jeopardy. State v. Conley, 639 S.W.2d 
435, 1982 Tenn. LEXIS 432 (Tenn. 1982). 


2. Period of Revocation. 

Where defendant was convicted of driving 
while intoxicated and trial judge entered judg- 
ment revoking his driver’s license for 12 
months, judgment will be modified by striking 
provision that license “be revoked for 12 
months” and inserting in lieu thereof that he 
“be prohibited from driving an automobile for 
five months and 29 days,” as Code authorized 
trial judge to prohibit person convicted of driv- 
ing while drunk from driving for “period of time 
less than six months.” Wilson v. State, 197 
Tenn. 17, 270 S.W.2d 340, 1954 Tenn. LEXIS 
445 (1954). 

In a case in which the trial court imposed on 
defendant a lifetime ban from driving, the case 


was remanded for entry of a corrected judg- 
ment of defendant’s aggravated vehicular ho- 
micide conviction to reflect that defendant’s 
license was to be revoked for a period that 
would extend for the term of defendant’s sen- 
tence pursuant to the license revocation stat- 
ute. State v. Solomon, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 788 (Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 
23, 2018). 


3. Suspension of License. 

The revocation of the grant to operate a 
motor vehicle on the highways deprives the 
holder of no guaranteed civil right. Goats v. 
State, 211 Tenn. 249, 364 S.W.2d 889, 1963 
Tenn. LEXIS 347 (1963). 

A conviction and prohibition from driving, by 
the judgment of the court under § 55-10-4083, 
does not prevent the department of safety from 
suspending the license under the provisions of 
this section. Goats v. State, 211 Tenn. 249, 364 
S.W.2d 889, 1963 Tenn. LEXIS 347 (1963). 

The revocation of all driving privileges of one 
declared to be an habitual offender is nothing 
more than the deprivation of a privilege, is 
“remedial in nature,” and is not intended to 
have the effect of imposing “punishment” in 
order to vindicate public justice. State v. Con- 
ley, 6389 S.W.2d 435, 1982 Tenn. LEXIS 432 
(Tenn. 1982). 


4, Suspension Pending Appeal. 

To allow an individual convicted of and pre- 
sumed to be guilty of driving while intoxicated 
to continue to operate a motor vehicle pending 
appeal would be inconsistent with legislative 
policy. State v. Sneed, 8 S.W.3d 299, 1999 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 438 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1999). 


55-50-502. Suspension of licenses — Hearings — Period of suspension 
or revocation — Surrender of license — Restricted license 
— Operating under license of another jurisdiction prohib- 


ited — Appeal. 


(a)(1) The department is authorized to suspend the license of an operator or 
chauffeur upon a showing by its records or other sufficient evidence that the 


licensee: 


(A) Has committed an offense for which mandatory revocation of license 
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is required upon conviction; provided, that in the event of a conviction 
resulting from the offense, the time of mandatory revocation shall be 
counted from the date upon which the driver license was received by the 
department or the circuit court clerk; 

(B) Has contributed as a driver in any accident resulting in the death or 
personal injury of another or serious property damage; 

(C) Has been convicted with a frequency of serious offenses against 
traffic regulations governing the movement of vehicles as to indicate a 
disrespect for traffic laws and a disregard for the safety of other persons on 
the highways. For purposes of this subdivision (a)(1)(C), no conviction of 
exceeding the speed limit in a state other than Tennessee shall be 
considered by the department unless the conviction was for exceeding the 
lawful speed in the other state by more than five miles per hour (5 mph). 
This five miles per hour (5 mph) allowance shall not apply in marked 
school zones; 

(D) Is an habitually reckless or negligent driver of a motor vehicle; 

(E) Is incompetent to drive a motor vehicle; 

(F) Has permitted an unlawful or fraudulent use of the license; 

(G) Has committed an offense in another state that if committed in this 
state would be grounds for suspension or revocation; 

(H) Has been finally convicted of any driving offense in any court and 
has not paid or secured any fine or costs imposed for that offense; 

(I) Has failed to appear in any court to answer or to satisfy any traffic 
citation issued for violating any statute regulating traffic. No license shall 
be suspended pursuant to this subdivision (a)(1)(1) for failure to appear in 
court on or failure to pay a parking ticket or citation or for a violation of 
§ 55-9-603. Any request from the court for suspension under this subdi- 
vision (a)(1)(1) must be submitted to the department of safety within six (6) 
months of the violation date. No suspension action shall be taken by the 
department unless the request is made within six (6) months of the 
violation date except in the case where the driver is a commercial license 
holder, or the violation occurred in a commercial motor vehicle. Prior to 
suspending the license of any person as authorized in this subsection (a), 
the department shall notify the licensee in writing of the proposed 
suspension and, upon the licensee’s request, shall afford the licensee an 
opportunity for a hearing to show that there is an error in the records 
received by the department; provided, that the request is made within 
thirty (30) days following the notification of proposed suspension or 
cancellation. Failure to make the request within the time specified shall 
without exception constitute a waiver of that right; 

(J) Is under eighteen (18) years of age and has withdrawn either 
voluntarily or involuntarily or has failed to maintain satisfactory aca- 
demic progress from a secondary school as provided in § 49-6-3017; or 

(K)G) Has contributed as a driver to the occurrence of an accident on 

school property, or on a highway with special speed limits, in which a 

pedestrian child suffers serious bodily injury as the result of the 

accident; 
(ii) As used in this subdivision (a)(1)(K), unless the context otherwise 
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requires: 

(a) “Highway with special speed limits” means any highway with 
reduced speed limits, authorized pursuant to § 55-8-152, when a 
warning flasher or flashers are in operation, and while children are 
actually present; 

(b) “Pedestrian child” means any person under eighteen (18) years 
of age afoot, in a mechanized wheelchair or on a nonmotorized 
wheeled device, including, but not limited to, a bicycle, a scooter, a 
skateboard, roller skates, in-line skates or a wheelchair; 

(c) “School property” means any outdoor grounds contained within 
a public or private preschool, nursery school, kindergarten, elemen- 
tary or secondary school’s legally defined property boundaries, as 
registered in a county register’s office; and 

(d) “Serious bodily injury” means bodily injury that involves: 

(1) Asubstantial risk of death; 

(2) Protracted unconsciousness; 

(3) Extreme physical pain; 

(4) Protracted or obvious disfigurement; or 

(5) Protracted loss or substantial impairment of a function of a 
bodily member, organ or mental faculty. 

(2) No municipal law enforcement officer is authorized to seize the license 

of an operator or chauffeur for a traffic offense in violation of a municipal 
ordinance or a traffic offense as provided in chapter 8 of this title. 
(b)(1) The department is authorized to cancel any operator’s or chauffeur’s 
license upon determining that the licensee was not entitled to the issuance 
of the license or that the licensee failed to give the required or correct 
information in the application or committed any fraud in making the 
application. 

(2) Upon the cancellation, the licensee must surrender the license so 

cancelled to the department. 
(c)(1) The department, upon suspending or revoking a license, shall require 
that the license be surrendered to and be retained by the department. Prior 
to the reissuance of any license revoked because of a conviction of driving 
while under the influence of liquor or an intoxicating drug, after a second or 
subsequent conviction, the department shall require the owner to submit 
evidence that the owner has completed a program of alcohol or drug abuse 
education, or has completed treatment by a physician board certified or 
eligible in psychiatry or a licensed psychologist certified with competence in 
clinical psychology; or, at a facility licensed by the department of mental 
health and substance abuse services to provide this treatment. Certification 
of the psychiatrist or clinical psychologist or facility licensed by the depart- 
ment of mental health and substance abuse services under this section is not 
to be construed as a prediction of future behavior but merely certification of 
completion of the program. 

(2) When the examination, as required by this subsection (c), is adminis- 
tered by a state supported mental health facility, the facility and medical 
doctors or doctors of psychology employed by the facility who administer the 
examinations within the course and scope of the doctor’s authority under the 
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statute, shall be immune from tort liability for the proper dissemination of 
any report or findings to the department of safety that results from the 
examination; provided, that this immunity shall not extend to any other 
person, institution, or other member of the private sector, not employed or 
attached to a state supported mental health facility. 

(3)(A)G) The trial judge of the court, in which the trial for the offense of 
operating a vehicle under the influence of alcohol or an intoxicating drug 
is pending, may order the issuance of a restricted license. The restricted 
license may only allow the person arrested to operate a motor vehicle for 
the purpose of going to and from, and working at, the person’s regular 
place of employment, or to operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped 
with a functioning ignition interlock device, during the period of time 
between arrest and conviction, dismissal or acquittal. Any restriction 
ordered pursuant to this subsection (c) shall be in addition to any 
restrictions currently placed on the person’s driver license. The trial 
judge may order the issuance of a restricted license allowing a person, 
whose license has been suspended due to a conviction for violating 
§ 39-14-151 or chapter 10, part 5 of this title, to operate a motor vehicle. 
for the purpose of going to and from and working at the person’s regular 
place of employment. 

(ii) A resident of this state, whose operator’s esiGe has been sus- 
pended because of an arrest in another jurisdiction on a charge of 
operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of an intoxicating 
liquor or a narcotic drug, may apply for a restricted motor vehicle 
operator’s license during the period of time between arrest and convic- 
tion, dismissal or acquittal. Such resident shall apply for the license 
with any court of the county of the person’s residence having jurisdiction 
to try charges. 

(iii) Any restriction ordered pursuant to this subsection (c) shall be in 
addition to any restrictions currently placed on the person’s driver 
license. 

(B) The judge may order the issuance of a restricted license, if: 

(i) Based upon the records of the department of safety the person does 
not have a prior conviction for a violation of vehicular assault under 
§ 39-13-106, aggravated vehicular assault under § 39-13-115, vehicular 
homicide under § 39-13-213(a)(2), or aggravated vehicular homicide 
under § 39-13-218, or, if the conviction occurs in another state, does not 
constitute a prior conviction pursuant to § 55-10-405(b); 

(ii) No person was seriously injured or killed in the course of the 
conduct that resulted in the driver’s conviction under § 55-10-401. 

(C) If the trial judge imposes geographic restrictions, the trial judge 
may issue the order allowing the person so convicted to operate a motor 
vehicle for the limited purposes of going to and from: 

(i) And working at the person’s regular place of employment; 

(ii) The office of the person’s probation officer or other similar location 
for the sole purpose of attending a regularly scheduled meeting or other 
function with the probation officer by a route to be designated by the 
probation officer; 
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(iii) A court-ordered alcohol safety program; 

(iv) A college or university in the case of a student enrolled full time 
in the college or university; 

(v) A scheduled interlock monitoring appointment; 

(vi) A court ordered outpatient alcohol and drug treatment program; 
and 

(vii) The person’s regular place of worship for regularly scheduled 
religious services conducted by a bona fide religious institution as 
defined in § 48-101-502(c). 

(D) Ifthe violation resulting in the person’s conviction for driving under 
the influence occurred prior to July 1, 2013, the law in effect when the 
violation occurred shall govern the person’s eligibility for a restricted 
motor vehicle operator license unless the person petitions the court to 
consider the person’s eligibility under the law in effect when the petition 
is filed. 

(E) The person so arrested may obtain a certified copy of the order and 
within ten (10) days after it is issued present it, together with an 
application fee of sixty-five dollars ($65.00), to the department, which 
shall forthwith issue a restricted license embodying the limitations 
imposed in the order. 

(4) Where a nonresident whose license has been suspended or revoked by 
any other state subsequently becomes a bona fide resident of this state, and 
where the person has been granted a restricted license by the other state if 
the triggering offense would under the laws of this state provide for the 
issuance of a restricted driver license upon petition to a judge of the court of 
general sessions, or its equivalent, for the county wherein the person resides, 
the court may order the issuance of a restricted motor vehicle operator’s 
license. The court shall have discretion to order the person to operate only a 
motor vehicle that is equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device or 
place additional limitations on the person’s restricted license; provided, 
however, that a restricted license issued pursuant to this subdivision (c)(4) 
without an ignition interlock requirement shall be subject to geographic 
restrictions, as provided in subdivision (c)(3), during the mandatory revoca- 
tion/suspension period. If the person has a prior conviction within the past 
ten (10) years for a violation of § 55-10-401 or § 55-10-421, in this state or 
a similar offense in any other jurisdiction, the court shall be required to 
order the person to operate only a motor vehicle that is equipped with a 
functioning ignition interlock device. The person may obtain a certified copy 
of the order and within thirty (30) days after it is issued present it, together 
with an application fee of sixty-five dollars ($65.00), to the department, 
which shall then issue a restricted license embodying the limitations 
imposed in the order. 

(d)(1) This subsection (d) applies statewide. 

(2) A person whose license has been suspended, pursuant to subdivision 
(a)(1)(D), subject to the approval of the court, may pay any local fines or costs, 
arising from the convictions or failure to appear in any court, by establishing 
a payment plan with the local court or the court clerk of the jurisdiction. 
Notwithstanding § 55-50-303(b)(2), the fines and costs for a conviction of 
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driving while suspended, when the conviction was a result of a suspension 
pursuant to subdivision (a)(1)(1), may be included in such payment plan, 
subject to the approval of the court. 

(3) The department is authorized to reinstate a person’s driving privileges 
when the person provides the department with certification from the local 
court, or court clerk of the jurisdiction that the person has entered into a 
payment plan with the local court or the court clerk of the jurisdiction and 
has satisfied all other provisions of law relating to the issuance and 
restoration of a driver license. 

(4) The department shall, upon notice of the person’s failure to comply 
with any payment plan established pursuant to this subsection (d), suspend 
the license of the person. Persons who default under this subsection (d) shall 
not be eligible for any future payment plans under this subsection (d). The 
department shall notify the person in writing of the proposed suspension, 
and upon request of the person within thirty (30) days of the notification, 
shall provide the person an opportunity for a hearing to show that the person 
has, in fact, complied with the local court’s or the court clerk’s payment plan. 
Failure to make the request within thirty (30) days of receipt of notification 
shall, without exception, constitute a waiver of the right. 

(5) Any person who has defaulted on a pay plan to pay fines and costs for 
suspension actions taken under subdivision (a)(1)(I), shall not be eligible to 
participate in a payment plan, nor shall the department of safety have the 
authority to accept a payment plan as a condition precedent to the restora- 
tion of driving privileges. 

(6) Any county that participates in the payment plan authorized by this 
subsection (d) shall pay to the state any expense required to be paid for state 
implementation of this subsection (d). The payment shall be divided pro rata 
among the counties to which this subsection (d) applies. The payment shall 
be made prior to the implementation by the county of this subsection (d). 
(e)(1) Any resident or nonresident whose operator’s or chauffeur’s license or 
right or privilege to operate a motor vehicle in this state has been suspended 
or revoked as provided in this chapter shall not operate a motor vehicle in 
this state under a license, permit, or registration certificate issued by any 
other jurisdiction or otherwise during the suspension or after the revocation 
until a new license is obtained when and as permitted under this chapter. 

(2) The privilege of driving a motor vehicle on the highways of this state 
given to a nonresident hereunder is subject to suspension or revocation by 
the department in like manner and for like cause as an operator’s or 
chauffeur’s license issued under this chapter may be suspended or revoked. 

(3) The department is further authorized, upon receiving a record of the 
conviction in this state of a nonresident driver of a motor vehicle of any 
offense under the motor vehicle laws of this state, to forward a certified copy 
of the record to the motor vehicle administrator in the state wherein the 
person so convicted is a resident. 

(4) The department is authorized to suspend or revoke the license of any 
resident of this state or the privilege of a nonresident to drive a motor vehicle 
in this state upon receiving notice of the conviction of the person in another 
state of an offense therein which, if committed in this state, would be 
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grounds for the suspension or revocation of the license of an operator or 
chauffeur. 
(f)(1) The department shall not suspend a driver license or privilege to drive 
a motor vehicle on the public highways for a period of more than six (6) 
months for a first offense nor more than one (1) year for a subsequent 
offense, except as permitted under § 55-50-504, unless in any case an order 
of a court provides for a longer period of suspension. At the end of the period 
for which a license has been suspended, the department is authorized, in its 
discretion, to require a reexamination of the licensee as a prerequisite to the 
reissuance of the license. 

(2) Any person whose license is suspended for driving under the influence 
of drugs or intoxicants, or for refusal to submit to a blood test under 
§§ 55-10-406 and 55-10-407, shall have the period of suspension computed 
from the time that the person’s driver license was actually taken from the 
person’s possession, and the period of license suspension shall begin to run 
from that point until the license is returned. 

(3) Any person whose license or privilege to drive a motor vehicle on the 
public highways has been revoked shall not be entitled to have the license or 
privilege renewed or restored unless the revocation was for a cause that has 
been removed, except that after the expiration of one (1) year or the period 
of suspension prescribed by a court from the date on which the revoked 
license was surrendered to and received by the department, the person may 
make application for a new license as provided by law, but the department 
shall not issue a new license unless and until it is satisfied after investiga- 
tion of the character, habits and driving ability of the person that it will be 
safe to grant the privilege of driving a motor vehicle on the public highways. 
No license that has been revoked, on account of the conviction of the licensee 
for murder or manslaughter resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle, 
shall be reissued except as provided in § 55-50-501(a)(1). 

(4) Where the revocation involved is the first revocation of the license or 
privilege of the person, the application for a new license may be made after 
the expiration of six (6) months from the date on which the revoked license 
was surrendered and received by the department. No license that has been 
revoked on account of the conviction of the licensee for murder or man- 
slaughter resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle shall be reissued 
except as provided in § 55-50-501(a)(1). 

(g) When considering the suspension of a driver license, the department 
may take into account offenses committed by that driver outside this state and 
reported to the department only if the offenses would, under the laws of this 
state, be considered grounds for suspension in this state. If the offenses would 
be grounds for suspension in the state of conviction, but not in this state they 
shall be disregarded by the department. 

(h) Drivers of commercial motor vehicles shall have their licenses sus- 
pended for violations and for the length of time specified in § 55-50-405. 

(i)(1) The department shall establish a method by which any person who 

makes application for or who holds a commercial driver license may elect an 

alternate address to which any suspension notices shall be mailed. 

(2) At least two (2) times per month during two (2) different weeks of the 
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month, the department shall make available for public inspection a list of 
persons whose commercial driver license has been suspended. 
(j)(1) The court shall require every licensee who is convicted of a driving 
offense and who does not pay the assessed fines and costs in full on the date 
of disposition to make payments pursuant to an installment payment plan. 

(2) The clerk of any court that handles traffic citations shall offer a 
payment plan, which must be reasonable and based on a person’s income 
and ability to pay, to any person convicted of a driving offense. 

(3) A person may request, and the court clerk shall grant, modifications to 
a payment plan upon a change in the person’s financial circumstances or 
upon good cause shown. If the request for modification is denied by a deputy 
clerk, then the person may appeal the denial to the chief clerk. If a request 
for modification is denied by the chief clerk, then the person may petition the 
court for modifications to the payment plan based upon a change in the 
person’s financial circumstances or upon good cause shown. 

(4)(A) The court clerk shall inform a person who enters into a payment 

plan pursuant to this subsection (j) that: 

(i) Failure to timely make the payments as ordered by the court 
results in the suspension of the person’s license and the issuance of a 
restricted license; and 

(ii) Any default on the payment plan while the person is issued a 
restricted license results in the revocation of the restricted license and 
the person’s driving privileges as described in subdivision (j)(6). 

(B) The court clerk shall notify the department of a person’s failure to 

comply with a payment plan established pursuant to this subsection (j). 
(C)G) Upon notice of the person’s failure to comply with the payment 
plan established pursuant to this subsection (j), the department shall 
notify the person in writing of the pending suspension of the person’s 
license and instruct the person to contact the appropriate court clerk 
within the time period described in this subdivision (j)(4)(C). 

(ii) A person has thirty (30) days from the date the department sends 
the notice described in subdivision (j)(4)(C)(G) to reestablish compliance 
with the payment plan or petition the court clerk or court and demon- 
strate that the person has, in fact, complied with the court clerk’s 
payment plan. 

(iii) If the person reestablishes compliance with the payment plan or 
demonstrates to the court clerk or court that the person complied with 
the court clerk’s payment plan, then the court clerk shall issue a receipt 
or other documentation to the person. If the person presents the receipt 
or other documentation to the department prior to the expiration of the 
thirty-day period described in subdivision (j)(4)(C)(Gi), then the depart- 
ment shall not suspend the person’s license. 

(iv) A person who fails to reestablish compliance with the payment 
plan or demonstrate to the court clerk or court’s satisfaction that the 
person complied with the court clerk’s payment plan and whose license 
is suspended in accordance with this subdivision (j)(4) may apply to the 
court for the issuance of a restricted license. The court shall order the 
issuance of a restricted license if the person is otherwise eligible for a 
driver license. 
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(D) If the person does not present the receipt or other documentation to 
the department prior to the expiration of the thirty-day period, then the 
department shall suspend the person’s license. Upon the person present- 
ing a certified copy of the court order and paying the application fee to the 
department in accordance with subdivision (j)(5)(B), the department shall 
issue a restricted license in place of the suspended license. 

(5)(A) A restricted license issued pursuant to this subsection (j) is valid 
only for travel necessary for: 

(i) Employment; 

(ii) School; 

(iii) Religious worship; 

(iv) Participation in a recovery court, which includes drug courts 
under the Drug Court Treatment Act of 2003, compiled in title 16, 
chapter 22; DUI courts; mental health courts; and veterans treatment 
courts; or 

(v) Serious illness of the person or an immediate family member. 
(B) The order for the issuance of a restricted license must state with all 

practicable specificity the necessary times and places of permissible 
operation of a motor vehicle. The person may obtain a certified copy of the 
order and, within ten (10) days after the order is issued, present it, 
together with an application fee of sixty-five dollars ($65.00), to the 
department, which shall issue a restricted license embodying the limita- 
tions imposed in the order. After proper application and until the re- 
stricted license is issued, a certified copy of the order may serve in lieu of 
a driver license. 

(6)(A) If a person who is issued a restricted license fails to comply with a 
payment plan established pursuant to this subsection (j), the court clerk 
shall notify the department of the person’s failure to comply with the 
payment plan. 

(B)G) Upon notice of the person’s failure to comply with the payment 

plan, the department shall notify the person in writing of the pending 

revocation of the person’s restricted license and instruct the person to 
contact the appropriate court clerk within the time period described in 

this subdivision (j)(6)(B). 

(ii) A person has thirty (30) days from the date the department sends 
the notice described in subdivision (j)(6)(B)() to reestablish compliance 
with the payment plan or petition the court clerk or court and demon- 
strate that the person has, in fact, complied with the court clerk’s 
payment plan. 

(iii) If the person reestablishes compliance with the payment plan or 
demonstrates to the court clerk or court that the person complied with 
the court clerk’s payment plan, then the court clerk shall issue a receipt 
or other documentation to the person. If the person presents the receipt 
or other documentation to the department prior to the expiration of the 
thirty-day period described in subdivision (j)(6)(B)(ii), then the depart- 
ment shall not revoke the person’s restricted license. 

(C) If the person does not present the receipt or other documentation to 
the department prior to the expiration of the thirty-day period, then the 
department shall revoke the person’s restricted license. 
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(D) No sooner than six (6) months from the date of revocation, a person 
whose restricted license is revoked pursuant to this subdivision (j)(6) may 
apply with the court clerk for a certification that the person is eligible to 
be reissued a restricted license; provided, that the person must be actively 
participating in an installment payment plan in accordance with subdivi- 
sion (j)(2). 

(E) Upon the person’s application for a certification that the person is 
eligible to receive a reissued restricted license pursuant to subdivision 
(j(6)(D), the court clerk shall certify whether the person is actively 
participating in a payment plan and request the reissuance of a restricted 
driver license for the person if the person is otherwise eligible for a driver 
license. The certification must state with all practicable specificity the 
necessary times and places of permissible operation of a motor vehicle for 
purposes described in subdivision (j)(5)(A). The person may obtain a copy 
of the certification and, within ten (10) days after the certification is 
issued, present it, together with an application fee of sixty-five dollars 
($65.00), to the department, which shall issue a restricted license embody- 
ing the limitations imposed in the certification. After proper application 
and until the restricted license is issued, a copy of the certification may 
serve in lieu of a driver license. 

(7) Notwithstanding this subsection (j), a person will be issued a re- 
stricted license or have the person’s license reinstated only if the person is 
otherwise eligible for a driver license. 

(8) The process described by this subsection (j) applies until the person 
fully pays the moneys owed the court or any outstanding fines or costs are 
waived by the court. 

(9) If otherwise eligible for a driver license, any person whose driver 
license was suspended under subdivision (a)(1)(H), prior to July 1, 2019, for 
nonpayment of court costs or fines may apply to the court having original 
jurisdiction over the traffic offense for an order reinstating the person’s 
license upon entering into an installment payment plan under this subsec- 
tion (j). The person may present a certified copy of the court’s order to the 
department of safety, which shall reissue a driver license at no cost to the 
person if the person is otherwise eligible for a driver license. 

(10) A restricted license issued under this subsection (j) shall not be 
subject to the requirements of § 55-12-114(b). 

(k)(1) This subsection (k) shall apply only in any municipality located in any 
county having a population in excess of eight hundred thousand (800,000), 
according to the 2000 federal census or any subsequent federal census. 

(2) Notwithstanding § 28-3-110, the court clerk of any municipality may 
establish an accounts receivable amnesty plan for payment of any outstand- 
ing judgment resulting from failure to pay local fines or costs owed by a 
person whose license has been suspended, pursuant to subdivision (a)(1)(H) 
or (a)(1)(I). The plan shall allow the person to pay the outstanding judgment, 
older than ten (10) years after the cause of action has commenced, at a 
reduced rate of fifty percent (50%) during the first six fiscal months of each 
year. 

(3) The department is authorized to reinstate a person’s driving privileges 
when the person provides the department with certification from the court 
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clerk of any municipality that the person has paid pursuant to this 
subsection (k) and has satisfied all other provisions of law relating to the 


issuance and restoration of a driver license. 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 12; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
ch. 205, 88, 2,.3; Acts 1939) ch.,205,.§ :6;,1949, 
ch. 65, § 1;C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.20 (Williams, 
§ 2715.25); Acts 1955, ch. 114, §§ 6-9; 1957, ch. 
2415/88) 2: 3: 1971) chw135)\$). dyh OG ch. 243; 
81: 1973) ch) 64.8 weil O73 ch. BhG. 61s O75 
ch, 238, $)151976, ch, 400, 8 1° 1976. ch*570, 
§ 1; 1976, ch. 607, § 1; 1978, ch. 660, §§ ‘2, 3; 
T.C.A, (orig. ed.), § 59-713; Acts 1980, ch. 547, 
§ 1; 1980, ch. 685, §§ 1, 2; 1980, ch. 817, § 3; 
1982, ch. 745, § 1; 1984, ch. 861, §§ 1, 2; 1986, 
chi738, '$ "3; 1986, "ch. 842Z,"$$) 3," 4° 1988) ch: 
584, § 11; 1988, ch. 664, § 1; T.C.A., §§ 55-7- 
113, 55-7-502; Acts 1989, ch. 156, § 1; 1990, ch. 
819, § 4; 1991, ch. 296, § 1; 1995, ch. 156, § 1; 
1996, ch. 763, § 3; 1997, ch. 438, 8§ 1, 2; 1998, 
ch. 682, § 6; 1998, ch. 900, § 1; 1999, ch. 140, 
§§ 1-3; 2000, ch. 863, § 3; 2000, ch. 892, § 2; 
2000, ch. 947, § 6; 2002, ch. 546, § 3; 2005, ch. 
155.8: 12005, chi 248) de 20050 ch Oe. sii 
2007, ch. 171, § 2;'2007, ch. 279, § 1; 2010, ch. 
1029, §§ 1, 2; 2010, ch. 1100, § 89; 2011, ch. 81, 
§ 1;:2012; chad75,-$:,1; 2013) ch, 154),$8 4852: 
2013, ch. 344, §§ 14-19; 2014, ch. 587, § 6; 
2016, ch. 876, § 11; 2019, ch. 438, §§ 1-3. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 
the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
licenses are issued in one of the classes speci- 
fied in § 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 

Acts 1999, ch. 140, § 4 provided that subdi- 
vision (d) shall apply only to citations issued for 
such offenses pursuant to subdivision (a)(8) or 
(a)(9) prior to July 1, 1999. 

Acts 2005, ch. 468, § 2 provided that the 
provisions of that act shall not apply to the 
driver of a school bus, as defined in § 55-50- 
102, if, at the time of the accident, there exists 
a policy, rules or regulations governing when 
and under what circumstances such a driver is 
prohibited from operating a school bus. / 

For tables of U.S. decennial populations of 
Tennessee counties, see Volume 13 and its 
supplement. 

Acts 2010, ch. 1100, § 153 provided that the 
commissioner of mental health and develop- 
mental disabilities, the commissioner of mental 


health, the commissioner of intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, and the commis- 
sioner of finance and administration are autho- 
rized to promulgate rules and regulations to 
effectuate the purposes of the act. All such rules 
and regulations shall be promulgated in accor- 
dance with the provisions of the Uniform Ad- 
ministrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, 
chapter 5. 

Acts 2018, ch. 344, § 22 provided that the 
act, which amended subdivisions (c)(3) and (4), 
shall apply to offenses committed on or after 
July 1, 20138. 

Acts 2014, ch. 587, § 7, provided that the act, 
which amended subdivision (c)(3)(A), shall ap- 
ply to offenses committed on or after July 1, 
2014. 


Cross-References. 

Administrative appeal from driver’s license 
revocation hearings, § 4-5-321. 

Appointment of hearing officers to conduct 
contested case hearings, § 4-3-2005. 

Juvenile traffic offenders, § 37-1-146. 

Motor vehicles, Juvenile Offender Act, title 
55, ch. 10, part 7. 

Promulgation of rules and regulations by 
commissioner of safety, § 55-50-202. 

Restricted motor vehicle licenses, juveniles, 
§ 55-10-705. 

Supplemental penalties, juveniles, § 55-10- 
707. 

Suspension for prohibited use of off-road ve- 
hicle, § 55-10-206. 

Suspension or revocation of all registrations 
when licenses suspended or revoked under fi- 
nancial responsibility law, § 55-12-114. 


Textbooks. 
Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, § 28. 


Law Reviews. 

The Tennessee Court System — Circuit 
Court (Frederic S. Le Clercq), 8 Mem. St. U.L. 
Rev. 241. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Effective date of revocation of driver’s li- 
cense, OAG 98-0125, 1998 Tenn. AG LEXIS 125 
(7/20/98). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


1. Constitutionality. 
2. In General. 
3. Written Notice Not Required. 


4. Revocation Under Financial Responsibility 
Law. 


1. Constitutionality. 
A proceeding to have the defendant declared 
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to be an habitual offender and to have his 
driving privileges revoked does not subject him 
to double jeopardy. State v. Conley, 639 S.W.2d 
435, 1982 Tenn. LEXIS 432 (Tenn. 1982). 

Tennessee had a rational basis for its license- 
suspension policy for failure to pay certain 
traffic fines as such a policy dramatically 
heightened the incentive to pay and the State’s 
legitimate interests in promoting compliance 
with court orders and collecting traffic debt. 
Thus, the district court erred in enjoining the 
policy for violation of the Fourteenth Amend- 
ment. Robinson v. Long, — F.3d —, 2020 FED 
App. 285N, 2020 FED App. 0285N (6th Cir.), 
2020 U.S. App. LEXIS 16465 (6th Cir. May 20, 
2020). 


2. In General. 

The revocation of all driving privileges of one 
declared to be an habitual offender is nothing 
more than the deprivation of a privilege, is 
“remedial in nature,” and is not intended to 
have the effect of imposing “punishment” in 
order to vindicate public justice. State v. Con- 
ley, 689 S.W.2d 435, 1982 Tenn. LEXIS 432 
(Tenn. 1982). 


3. Written Notice Not Required. 
Official written notice of temporary suspen- 
sion of license was not required where highway 
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officer took license away from defendant on 
arrest for transporting liquor. Ratliff v. State, 
182 Tenn. 177, 184 S.W.2d 572, 1944 Tenn. 
LEXIS 304 (1944). 

Evidence was sufficient to sustain defen- 
dant’s conviction for driving with a suspended 
license because the State introduced evidence 
that defendant’s license was suspended and 
that he drove on the public highway despite the 
suspension; the definition of “motor vehicle” in 
encompassed defendant’s vehicle even if it was 
not used for commercial purposes. State v. 
Webber, — S.W.3d —, 2015 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 894 (Tenn. Crim. App. Nov. 6, 2015), 
appeal denied, — S.W.3d —, 2016 Tenn. LEXIS 
266 (Tenn. Mar. 30, 2016). 


4, Revocation Under Financial Responsi- 
bility Law. 

An order of the commissioner of safety revok- 
ing a driver’s license and automobile registra- 
tion under former provisions of financial re- 
sponsibility law was reviewable only by a 
petition addressed to chancery court of David- 
son County in accordance with former § 59- 
1202 and not by certiorari in the county of 
residence under the provisions of this section. 
Roney v. Luttrell, 200 Tenn. 103, 200 Tenn. 403, 
292 S.W.2d 411, 1956 Tenn. LEXIS 422 (1956) 
(decided under prior law). 








55-50-503. Surrender of license — Forwarding surrendered license 
and record of convictions to department — Report of 
convictions — Recommendation of suspension. 


(a) Whenever any person is convicted of any offense for which this chapter 
makes mandatory the revocation of the operator’s or chauffeur’s license of the 
person by the department, the court in which the conviction is had shall 
require the surrender to it of all operator’s and chauffeur’s licenses then held 
by the person so convicted, and the court shall thereupon forward the licenses 
together with a record of the conviction to the department. 

(b) Every court having jurisdiction over offenses committed under this 
chapter, or any other statute of this state or municipal ordinance of any city or 
town regulating the operation of motor vehicles on highways, shall forward to 
the department a record of the conviction of any person in the court for a 
violation of any of these laws, and may recommend the suspension of the 
operator’s or chauffeur’s license of the person so convicted. 

(c) For the purpose of this chapter: 

(1) “Conviction” means a final conviction; and 

(2) A failure to satisfy a citation or a forfeiture of bail or collateral 
deposited to secure a defendant’s appearance in court, which forfeiture has 
not been vacated, shall be equivalent to a conviction. 


114, § 10; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-714; Acts 
1986, ch. 842, § 5; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-114, 55-7- 
503. 


History. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 18; C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 2715.21 (Williams, § 2715.26); Acts 1955, ch. 


55-50-504 


Compiler’s Notes. 

As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 
the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
licenses are issued in one of the classes speci- 


fied in § 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 


Law Reviews. 
General Sessions Courts: Origin and Recent 
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Legislation (Paul M. Bryan and Isadore B. 
Baer), 24 Tenn. L. Rev. 667. 


Attorney General Opinions. 

Effective date of revocation of driver’s li- 
cense, OAG 98-0125, 1998 Tenn. AG LEXIS 125 
(7/20/98). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Suspension Pending Appeal. 

To allow an individual convicted of and pre- 
sumed to be guilty of driving while intoxicated 
to continue to operate a motor vehicle pending 


appeal would be inconsistent with legislative 
policy. State v. Sneed, 8 S.W.3d 299, 1999 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 438 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1999). 


55-50-504. Driving while license cancelled, suspended or revoked — 


Minors — Forfeiture — Notice. 


(a)(1) A person who drives a motor vehicle within the entire width between 
the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained that is open to the use 
of the public for purposes of vehicular travel, or the premises of any shopping 
center, manufactured housing complex or apartment house complex or any 
other premises frequented by the public at large at a time when the person’s 
privilege to do so is cancelled, suspended, or revoked commits a Class B 
misdemeanor. A person who drives a motor vehicle within the entire width 
between the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained that is open to 
the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel, or the premises of any 
shopping center, manufactured housing complex or apartment house com- 
plex or any other premises frequented by the public at large at a time when 
the person’s privilege to do so is cancelled, suspended or revoked because of 
a conviction for vehicular assault under § 39-13-106, vehicular homicide 
under § 39-13-213, or driving while intoxicated under § 55-10-401 shall be 
punished by confinement for not less than two (2) days nor more than six (6) 
months, and there may be imposed, in addition, a fine of not more than one 
thousand dollars ($1,000). Convictions occurring more than ten (10) years 
prior to the immediate violation shall not be considered for enhancement 
purposes under this subdivision (a)(1); provided, however, that the depart- 
ment shall abide by all federal rules and regulations relative to the issuance, 
suspension, and revocation of driver licenses and qualification of drivers. 
(2) A second or subsequent violation of subdivision (a)(1) is a Class A 
misdemeanor. Convictions occurring more than ten (10) years prior to the 
immediate violation shall not be considered for enhancement purposes 
under this subdivision (a)(2); provided, however, that the department shall 
abide by all federal rules and regulations relative to the issuance, suspen- 
sion, and revocation of driver licenses and qualification of drivers. A person 
who drives a motor vehicle within the entire width between the boundary 
lines of every way publicly maintained that is open to the use of the public 
for purposes of vehicular travel, or the premises of any shopping center, 
manufactured housing complex or apartment house complex or any other 
premises frequented by the public at large at a time when the person’s 
privilege to do so is cancelled, suspended or revoked because of a second or 
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subsequent conviction for vehicular assault under § 39-13-106, vehicular 

homicide under § 39-13-2138, or driving while intoxicated under § 55-10-401 

shall be punished by confinement for not less than forty-five (45) days nor 

more than one (1) year, and, in addition, may be subject to a fine of not more 
than three thousand dollars ($3,000). 

(b) No person shall cause or knowingly permit the person’s child or ward 
under eighteen (18) years of age to drive a motor vehicle upon any highway 
when the minor is not authorized hereunder or in violation of any of the 
provisions of this chapter. 

(c) No person shall authorize or knowingly permit a motor vehicle owned by 
the person or under the person’s control to be driven upon any highway by any 
person who is not authorized hereunder or in violation of any of the provisions 
of this chapter. 

(d) No person shall employ as a chauffeur of a motor vehicle any person not 
then licensed as provided in this chapter. 

(e) No person charged with violating this section for a violation of § 39-13- 
213, § 55-10-101, § 55-10-102 or § 55-10-401 shall be eligible for suspension 
of prosecution and dismissal of charges pursuant to §§ 40-15-102 — 40-15-105 
and 40-32-101(a)(3)-(c)(3) or for any other pretrial diversion program, nor shall 
any person convicted under this section for a violation of § 39-13-2183, 
§ 55-10-101, § 55-10-102 or § 55-10-401 be eligible for probation, or any other 
provision of law authorizing probation, until the person has fully served day for 
day at least the minimum sentence provided by law. 

(f) Ifthe court suspends the prosecution and dismisses the charges pursuant 
to §§ 40-15-102 — 40-15-105, and 40-32-101(a)(3)-(c)(3) or for any other 
pretrial diversion program, the court shall forward to the department a record 
of the dismissal or diversion action. The person will then be required to meet 
the financial responsibility requirements pursuant to chapter 12 of this title 
prior to the reinstatement of any driving privileges. 

(g)(1) The vehicle used in the commission of a person’s violation of § 55-50- 

504, when the original suspension or revocation was made for a violation of 

§ 55-10-401, or a statute in another state prohibiting driving under the 

influence of an intoxicant, is subject to seizure and forfeiture in accordance 

with the procedure established in title 40, chapter 33, part 2. The depart- 
ment is designated as the applicable agency, as defined by § 40-33-202, for 

all forfeitures authorized by this subsection (g). 

(2) For purposes of clarifying this subsection (g) and consistent with the 
overall remedial purpose of the asset forfeiture procedure, a vehicle is 
subject to seizure and forfeiture upon the arrest or citation of a person for 
driving while the person’s driving privileges are cancelled, suspended or 
revoked. A conviction for the criminal offense of driving while the person’s 
driving privileges are cancelled, suspended or revoked is not required. 

(h) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, revocation or suspension 
of a license shall not take effect until ten (10) days after notice has been sent 
to the last known address of the driver. The notice requirement in this 
subsection (h) shall not apply to a driver whose license has been revoked or 
suspended by a court of competent jurisdiction or who has surrendered the 
license to the court. 
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(11) Notwithstanding any other rule of evidence or law to the contrary, in 
the prosecution of second or subsequent offenders under this section the 
official driver record maintained by the department of safety and produced 
upon a certified computer printout shall constitute prima facie evidence of 
the prior conviction. 

(2) Following indictment by a grand jury, the defendant shall be given a 
copy of the department of safety printout at the time of arraignment. If the 
charge is by warrant, the defendant is entitled to a copy of the department 
of safety printout at the defendant’s first appearance in court or at least 
fourteen (14) days prior to a trial on the merits. 

(3) Upon motion properly made in writing alleging that one (1) or more 
prior convictions is in error and setting forth the error, the court may require 
that a certified copy of the judgment of conviction for the offense be provided 
for inspection by the court as to its validity prior to the department of safety 
printout’s being introduced into evidence. 

(j) Notwithstanding subdivision (a)(1), a person who drives a motor vehicle 


without a functioning ignition interlock device installed on such vehicle within 
the entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained 
that is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel, or the 
premises of any shopping center, manufactured housing complex or apartment 
house complex or any other premises frequented by the public at large at a 
time when the person was required by law to drive only a motor vehicle 
equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device commits a Class B 
misdemeanor and shall be punished by confinement for not less than seven (7) 
days nor more than six (6) months, and there may be imposed, in addition, a 
fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000). 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 15; mod. C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 2715.23 (Williams, § 2715.28); Acts 1955, ch. 
114, § 11; 1961, ch. 94, § 3; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-716; Acts 1983, ch. 337, §§ 1, 2; T.C.A., 
8§ 55-7-116, 55-7-504; Acts 1989, ch. 591, 
§ 112; 1992, ch. 722, §§ 2-6; 1994, ch. 892, 
§§ 1, 2; 1996, ch. 959,,§ 1; 1997, ch. 375, § 2; 
2000, ch. 565, § 1; 2000, ch. 799, §§ 1, 2; 2001, 
eh’! 465¢5 § ds 2002; chui'732,§ 1 2007 Fehi 25 i 
§§ 1, 2; 2010, ch. 921, § 13; 2016, ch. 748, § 1. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2001, ch. 455, § 2 provided that the 
amendment by that act shall apply to any 
applicable fine imposed on or after July 23, 
2001. 

Acts 2010, ch. 921, § 14, provided that the 
administrative office of the courts shall develop 
and provide training to judges with jurisdiction 
over violations of § 55-10-401 to provide such 
judges with adequate knowledge to perform 
their duties under the act. 

Acts 2010, ch. 921, § 15, provided that the 
treasurer shall establish a method by which 
ignition interlock providers, as defined in § 55- 
10-412(a)(2) [now 55-10-411(h)(3)], are reim- 
bursed from the interlock assistance fund for 
the payment of the costs associated with the 


lease, purchase, installation, removal and 
maintenance of ignition interlock devices for 
persons found to be indigent. 

Acts 2010, ch. 921, § 16, provided that the 
provisions of the act shall not be construed to be 
an appropriation of funds and no funds shall be 
obligated or expended pursuant to the act un- 
less such funds are specifically appropriated by 
the general appropriations act. 

Acts 2010, ch. 921, § 18(3), provided that the 
act, which added subsection (k) [now subsection 
(j)], shall apply to applicable offenses of driving 
under the influence occurring on or after Janu- 
ary 1, 2011. 


Cross-References. 

Enumeration as state offense in metropolitan 
government area, § 7-3-312. 

Penalties for Class A or B misdemeanors, 
§ 40-35-111. 

Use of citations in lieu of arrest, § 40-7-118. 

Violation deemed habitual offender offense, 
§ 55-10-6038. 


Textbooks. 

Tennessee Criminal Practice and Procedure 
(Raybin), §§ 11.2, 32.192. 

Tennessee Jurisprudence, 4 Tenn. Juris., Au- 
tomobiles, §§ 28, 32.1, 33. 
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Law Reviews. 

Asset Forfeiture in Practice: Legislative Re- 
form and Financial Considerations (Patricia S. 
Wall and Lee Sarver), 37 No. 4 Tenn. B.J. 24 
(2001). 
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Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


Analysis 


. Application of Section. 

. Construction With Former Law. 

. Not Dependent on Felony Charge. 
. Jurisdiction of Courts. 

Indictment of Presentment. 

. Legality of Cancellation. 

. Evidence. 

. Sentencing. 

. Included Offenses. 


. Application of Section. 

The obvious intent of this section is to cover 
and include “any person” operating a motor 
vehicle, whether holding an operator’s license, 
a chauffeur’s license, or exercising a driving 
privilege as a nonresident. There is no inten- 
tion in the language or context of the section to 
restrict its application to nonresidents. Ratliff 
v. State, 182 Tenn. 177, 184 S.W.2d 572, 1944 
Tenn. LEXIS 304 (1944). 

Conviction was reversed where defendant 
was indicted for driving with a suspended driv- 
er’s license but convicted for driving with a 
revoked driver’s license since the offenses are 
separate and distinct offenses and the construc- 
tive amendment of the indictment resulted in 
reversible error. State v. Goodson, 77 S.W.3d 
240, 2001 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 957 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. 2001). 


2. Construction With Former Law. 

Where former T.C.A. § 55-50-504(a)(2) did 
not provide for a maximum fine and the jury 
imposed a $27,500 fine upon defendant for a 
second offense of driving on revoked license, the 
court of appeals was required to first apply the 
principles of the Tennessee Criminal Sentenc- 
ing Reform Act of 1989, T.C.A. § 40-35-101 et 
seq., to determine whether fine was excessive 
before analyzing the constitutional validity of 
fine. State v. Taylor, 70 S.W.3d 717, 2002 Tenn. 
LEXIS 145 (Tenn. 2002). 


3. Not Dependent on Felony Charge. 
Defendant was arrested while transporting 
several cases of liquor, his driver’s license was 
taken up, and a notice given him of its suspen- 
sion. Thereafter he was arrested for driving 
without a license and his prosecution under 
this section followed. It was held that defen- 
dant was guilty of violating this section, al- 
though when tried for transporting liquor he 
was not convicted of a felony. The suspension of 
his license was authorized regardless of the 
final outcome of the felony case. Ratliff v. State, 


182 Tenn. 177, 184 S.W.2d 572, 1944 Tenn. 
LEXIS 304 (1944). 


4. Jurisdiction of Courts. 

Metropolitan traffic court for Nashville and 
Davidson County did not have authority to try 
offense involving violation of this section of 
general laws of state in absence of legislation 
specifically conferring such jurisdiction. Hill v. 
State, 216 Tenn. 503, 392 S.W.2d 950, 1965 
Tenn. LEXIS 593 (1965). 


5. Indictment of Presentment. 
Presentment charging defendant with driv- 
ing automobile while license was revoked was 
not subject to dismissal because indictment 
alleged offense occurred on February 22, 1965 
but evidence offered indicated that act occurred 
on December 22, 1964 but license was revoked 
on both dates and statute of limitations was not 
involved. State v. Yates, 217 Tenn. 160, 395 
S.W.2d 813, 1965 Tenn. LEXIS 529 (1965). 


6. Legality of Cancellation. 

It was a prerequisite to conviction that defen- 
dant’s driver’s license was legally cancelled, 
suspended or revoked prior to the time of the 
alleged crime. Veach v. State, 491 S.W.2d 81, 
1973 Tenn. LEXIS 415 (Tenn. 1973). 

Defendant whose license was revoked for 
driving under the influence was properly con- 
victed for driving on a revoked license despite 
the pending appeal of the judgment revoking 
his license. State v. Loden, 920 S.W.2d 261, 
1995 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 853 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. 1995). 


7. Evidence. 

Evidence supported defendant’s conviction 
for driving on a cancelled, suspended, or re- 
voked license because a police officer testified 
that the officer saw defendant drive a motor- 
cycle across a public street in a residential area. 
Furthermore, an employee of the Tennessee 
Department of Safety and Homeland Security’s 
Driver’s Services Division testified, and defen- 
dant acknowledged, that defendant’s driver’s 
license was revoked at the time. State v. Bonds, 
—§.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 237 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Mar. 29, 2018). 

Trial court erred by admitting the results of 
defendant’s blood-alcohol test because the 
State failed to prove an adequate chain of 
custody of the blood sample as it did not offer 
any evidence to show the location of and condi- 
tions in which the evidence was kept between 
the deputy’s delivering it to an unidentified 
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person from the forensic department and the 
laboratory’s receipt of it from the sheriffs de- 
partment. The error was harmless as to defen- 
dant’s conviction of driving on a cancelled, 
suspended, or revoked license because proof of 
impairment due to intoxication was not an 
element of the offense. State v. Gibson, — 
S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 754 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 3, 2018). 

Evidence was sufficient to convict defendant 
of driving on a suspended license because the 
State properly entered into evidence defen- 
dant’s certified driving record prepared by the 
Tennessee Department of Safety and Homeland 
Security, which established that defendant’s 
license was suspended at the time of the of- 
fense. State v. Olivier, — S.W.3d —, 2018 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 833 (Tenn. Crim. App. Nov. 
9, 2018). 


8. Sentencing. 

Because the general assembly considered the 
mandatory minimum sentence provisions in 
the DUI statute, § 55-10-403, and retained 
them in the Criminal Sentencing Reform Act of 
1989, title 40, chapter 35, but did not make 
such provision with regard to persons convicted 
of driving on a revoked license, the latter pro- 
visions were repealed by implication. State v. 
Hicks, 848 S.W.2d 69, 1992 Tenn. Crim. App. 
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LEXIS 505 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1992), appeal 
denied, 1992 Tenn. LEXIS 686 (Tenn. Dec. 7, 
1992). 

A sentence of 45 days and a $500.00 fine for 
the second offense of driving on a revoked 
license, was fair and within the guidelines of 
the Tennessee Criminal Sentencing Reform Act 
of 1989, title 40, chapter 35, where defendant’s 
record showed he obviously had a substance 
abuse problem, and the record indicated that 
he was in the denial mode. State v. Hicks, 848 
S.W.2d 69, 1992 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 505 
(Tenn. Crim. App. 1992), appeal denied, 1992 
Tenn. LEXIS 686 (Tenn. Dec. 7, 1992). 

One year imprisonment penalty provided in 
T.C.A. § 55-50-504(a)(2) is a valid sentence for 
subsequent violations because T.C.A. § 40-35- 
111(e)(1) authorizes other penalties for misde- 
meanors in excess of eleven months and 
twenty-nine days. State v. Turner, 193 S.W.3d 
522, 2006 Tenn. LEXIS 315 (Tenn. 2006). 


9. Included Offenses. 

Driving on a revoked license is not a lesser 
included offense of violating the habitual of- 
fender law; however, under Tenn. Const., art I, 
§ 10, prohibiting double jeopardy, where the 
same evidence was relied on to prove both 
offenses, convictions for both could not stand. 
State v. Green, 947 S.W.2d 186, 1997 Tenn. 
Crim. App. LEXIS 98 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1997). 


55-50-505. Driver improvement program — Points — Suspension — 
Restrictions — Incompetent or unqualified drivers — Re- 


examination. 


(a)(1)(A) The department shall conduct a driver improvement program 
whereby it is authorized to evaluate driver records based on accidents 
and/or convictions for traffic violations of the drivers, and may assign a 
point value according to the seriousness of the accident or moving traffic 


violation conviction. 


(B) When the records of the department indicate that a person has been 
convicted of moving traffic violations or involved in accidents and has 
accumulated sufficient points, the department may notify the person in 
writing that the person’s driving privilege is being placed under suspen- 
sion. Notice is to be sent by United States mail to the last known address 
and will notify the person that the person may request a hearing to 
determine whether or not the suspension action is proper. 

(C)G) The commissioner is authorized to establish reasonable rules and 

regulations to determine the number of points to be assigned for 

convictions of moving traffic violations and involvement in accidents, to 
establish the number of points needed for suspension action, and may 
establish regulations and procedures for the rehabilitation of the person 
involved to attempt to ensure that the person is a safer driver. 

(ii) The commissioner shall not add points to a driver record involving 
any accident that was reported on the Tennessee Uniform Traffic Crash 

Report as a “vehicle special use (09) police,” “(10) ambulance,” or “(11) 
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fire apparatus” and on which the report indicates the driver presence as 

“driver operated government vehicle”; provided, that the driver is not 

charged with vehicular assault under § 39-13-106, vehicular homicide 

under § 39-13-2138, aggravated vehicular homicide under § 39-13-218, 

reckless driving under § 55-10-205, or driving under the influence of 

any controlled substance or controlled substance analogue in violation of 

§ 55-10-401. 

(D) Prior to reinstatement of the license, the person shall file and 
maintain proof of financial responsibility as required under § 55-12-114 
and pay the restoration fee as required under § 55-12-126. 

(2) Drivers subject to subdivision (a)(1) who are less than eighteen (18) 
years of age on the event date of any crash or moving traffic violation shall 
be required to file proof of financial responsibility pursuant to chapter 12 of 
this title. 

(b) The department may, upon receiving evidence sufficient to establish that 
a licensed driver is incompetent or otherwise not qualified to be licensed, upon 
written notice of at least twenty (20) days to the licensee, require the driver to 
submit to a driver license examination and/or submit any other information 
deemed appropriate by the commissioner. The department shall take action as 
may be appropriate and may suspend the license of the person or permit the 
driver to retain the license, or may issue a license subject to restrictions as 
permitted under § 55-50-331(d) and (e). Refusal or neglect of the licensee to 
submit to the examination shall be grounds for suspension of the driver 
license. 

(c) All judges having jurisdiction over offenses committed under any statute 
of this state or municipal ordinance of any city or town regulating the 
operation of motor vehicles on highways shall have the authority to require 
any person brought before the court for an alleged violation to submit to a 
reexamination by the department when the judge has good cause to believe 
that the person would not be able to operate a motor vehicle safely upon the 
highways, or at the discretion of the judge, would create a hazard to the driving 
public. However, the license of the person shall not be withheld or suspended 
pending the reexamination. Refusal or neglect of the licensee to submit to the 
examination shall be grounds for suspension or revocation of the license. 


History. 168, § 1; 1977, ch. 194, § 1; modified; T.C.A. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 16; 1937 (3rd Ex. Sess.), (orig. ed.), § 59-717; Acts 1982, ch. 618, § 4; 

ch. 4, § 2; 1939, ch. 120, § 1; C. Supp. 1950, 1983, ch. 434, § 2; 1988, ch. 584, § 13; T.C.A., 

§ 2715.24 (Williams, §§ 2715.29, 2715.29a); §§ 55-7-117, 55-7-505; Acts 2008, ch. 790, § 1; 

Acts 1951, ch. 95, §§ 1, 2; 1961, ch. 225,§ 1; 2014, ch. 999, § 1. 

1963, ch..36, §. 2; 1963, ch. 312,'$..1; 1967, ch. 


55-50-506. Driving while in possession of methamphetamine. 


(a)(1) A person who drives a motor vehicle within the entire width between 
the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained that is open to the use 
of the public for purposes of vehicular travel, or the premises of any shopping 
center, manufactured housing complex, apartment house complex or any 
other premises frequented by the public at large while in possession of five 


55-50-506 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 942 


(5) or more grams of methamphetamine, as scheduled in § 39-17-408(d)(2), 
commits a Class B misdemeanor and is subject to a fine only of not more than 
five hundred dollars ($500). 

(2) A second or subsequent violation of subdivision (a)(1) is a Class A 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine only of not more than one thousand 
dollars ($1,000). 

(b) Upon receiving a record of the conviction of any person under this section 
upon a charge of driving a vehicle while in possession of five (5) or more grams 
of methamphetamine, as scheduled in § 39-17-408(d)(2), the department shall 
revoke the person’s license for five (5) years. 

(c)(1) Notwithstanding any other rule of evidence or law to the contrary, in 

the prosecution of second or subsequent offenders under this section, the 

official driver record maintained by the department of safety and produced 
upon a certified computer printout shall constitute prima facie evidence of 
the prior conviction. 

(2) Following indictment by a grand jury, the defendant shall be given a 
copy of the department of safety printout at the time of arraignment. If the 
charge is by warrant, the defendant is entitled to a copy of the department 
of safety printout at the defendant’s first appearance in court or at least 
fourteen (14) days prior to a trial on the merits. 

(3) Upon motion properly made in writing alleging that one (1) or more 
prior convictions is in error and setting forth the error, the court may require 
that a certified copy of the judgment of conviction for the offense be provided 
for inspection by the court as to its validity prior to the department of safety 
printout being introduced into evidence. 

(d)(1) The vehicle used in the commission of a person’s violation of this 

section is subject to seizure and forfeiture in accordance with the procedure 

established in title 40, chapter 33, part 2. The department of safety is 
designated as the applicable agency, as defined by § 40-33-202, for all 

forfeitures authorized by this subsection (d). 

(2) In order for subdivision (d)(1) to be applicable to a vehicle, the 
violation making the vehicle subject to seizure and forfeiture must occur in 
Tennessee. 

(3) It is the specific intent that a forfeiture action under this section shall 
serve a remedial and not a punitive purpose. The purpose of the forfeiture of 
a vehicle after a person’s conviction of driving a vehicle while in possession 
of five (5) or more grams of methamphetamine, as scheduled in § 39-17- 
408(d)(2), is to prevent unscrupulous or incompetent persons from driving on 
Tennessee’s highways while transporting drugs. There is a reasonable 
connection between the remedial purpose of this section, ensuring safe roads 
and lessening the pernicious influence of methamphetamine upon Tennes- 
see’s families, and the forfeiture of a motor vehicle. While this section may 
serve as a deterrent to the conduct of driving a motor vehicle while 
transporting drugs, it is nonetheless intended as a remedial measure. 
Moreover, the statute serves to remove a dangerous instrument from the 
hands of individuals who use a motor vehicle for the transportation of drugs. 

(4) Only POST-certified or state-commissioned law enforcement officers 
shall be authorized to seize vehicles under this section. 
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History. 
Acts 2005, ch. 209, § 4. 


Cross-References. 
Penalties for Class A and B misdemeanors, 
§ 40-35-111. 


55-50-507. Community service in lieu of payment of fines and costs. 


By a majority vote of the applicable local legislative body, any county or city 
may, by resolution or ordinance, establish a program that allows any person 
who is indigent and who has been convicted of driving while the person’s 
license is cancelled, suspended, or revoked in violation of § 55-50-504(a) to 
complete community service work in lieu of paying the fines and other costs 
imposed for the conviction. The community service program shall be adminis- 
tered and monitored by the appropriate entity that administers court-ordered 
community service within the applicable jurisdiction. 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 1087, § 1. 


55-50-508. Minors withdrawn from secondary school — Administra- 
tive review of license revocation. 


(a) Any person who has received a notice of revocation under § 55-50- 
502(a)(1)(J) may request an administrative review. The request shall be 
accompanied by any relevant evidence, deemed appropriate by the depart- 
ment, which the person wants the department to consider in reviewing the 
determination made pursuant to § 49-6-3017. 

(b) When a request for administrative review is made, the department shall 
review the determination made pursuant to § 49-6-3017. In the review, the 
department shall give consideration to any relevant evidence accompanying 
the request for the review. If the department determines, by the preponderance 
of the evidence, that the person has withdrawn from school or has failed to 
maintain satisfactory academic progress, the department shall sustain the 
order of revocation. If the evidence does not support that determination, the 
department must rescind the order of revocation. The determination of the 
department upon administrative review is final unless a hearing is requested 
under § 55-50-509. 

(c) The department shall make a determination upon administrative review 
prior to the effective date of the revocation order if the request for the review 
is received by the department within fifteen (15) days following service of the 
notice of revocation. Where the request for administrative review is received by 
the department more than fifteen (15) days following service of the notice of 
revocation, the department shall make its determination within seven (7) days 
following the receipt of the request for review. 

(d) Arequest for administrative review does not stay the license revocation. 
If the department is unable to make a determination within the time limits 
specified in subsection (c), it shall stay the revocation pending that determi- 
nation. 

(e) The request for administrative review and submission of relevant 
evidence shall be made by mail on a form supplied by the department. The 
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department shall provide forms that the person may use to request an 
administrative review and to submit a sworn statement, but use of the forms 
is not required. 


History. § 55-50-508 by authority of the Code Commis- 
Acts 1990, ch. 819, § 6; 1995, ch. 156, § 1; — sion in 2017. 


1996, ch. 763, § 4; T.C.A. § 55-50-511. 
Cross-References. 


Compiler’s Notes. Promulgation of rules and regulations by 
Former § 55-50-511 has been redesignated as commissioner of safety, § 55-50-202. 


55-50-509. Minors withdrawn from secondary school — Revocation 
hearing. 


(a) Any person who has received a notice of revocation may make a written 
request for a review of the department’s determination by the department at 
a hearing. The request shall be made on a form available from the department. 
If the person’s driver license has not been previously surrendered, it must be 
surrendered at the time the request for a hearing is made. A request for a 
hearing does not stay the license revocation. 

(b) The hearing shall be scheduled to be held as quickly as practicable 
within not more than twenty (20) days of the filing of the request for a hearing. 
The hearing shall be held at a place designated by the department, unless the 
parties agree to a different location. The department shall provide a written 
notice of the time and place of the hearing to the party requesting the hearing 
at least ten (10) days prior to the scheduled hearing, unless the parties agree 
to waive this requirement. 

(c) The presiding hearing officer shall be the commissioner or an authorized 
representative designated by the commissioner. The presiding hearing officer 
shall have the authority to: 

(1) Administer oaths and affirmations; 

(2) Examine witnesses and take testimony; 

(3) Receive relevant evidence; 

(4) Issue subpoenas, take depositions, or cause depositions or interroga- 
tories to be taken; 

(5) Regulate the course and conduct of the hearing; and 

(6) Make a final ruling on the issue. 

(d) The sole issue at the hearing shall be whether by a preponderance of the 
evidence the person has withdrawn from school or has failed to maintain 
satisfactory academic progress. If the presiding hearing officer finds in the 
affirmative on this issue, the revocation order shall be sustained. If the 
presiding hearing officer finds the negative on this issue, the revocation order 
shall be rescinded. 

(e) The hearing shall be recorded. The decision of the presiding hearing 
officer shall be rendered in writing, and a copy will be provided to the person 
who requested the hearing. 

(f) If the person who requested the hearing fails to appear without just 
cause, the right to a hearing shall be waived, and the department’s earlier 
determination shall be final. 

(g) Witnesses under subpoena shall be entitled to the same fees as are now 
or may hereafter be provided for witnesses in civil actions in the circuit court 
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and, unless otherwise provided by law or by action of the agency, the party 
requesting the subpoenas shall bear the cost of paying fees to the witnesses 
subpoenaed. 


History. § 55-50-509 by authority of the Code Commis- 
Acts 1990, ch. 819, § 7; 1995, ch. 156, § 1; sion in 2017. 
1996, ch. 763, § 5; 1998, ch. 900, § 2; T.C.A. 


§ 55-50-512. Cross-References. 
at a Promulgation of rules and regulations by 
Compiler’s Notes. commissioner of safety, § 55-50-202. 


Former § 55-50-512 has been redesignated as 


55-50-510. Minors withdrawn from secondary school — Judicial re- 
view of license revocation. 


(a) Within thirty (30) days of the issuance of the final determination of the 
department following a hearing under § 55-50-509, a person aggrieved by the 
determination shall have the right to file a petition in the chancery court of the 
county of the person’s residence for judicial review. The filing of a petition for 
judicial review shall not stay the revocation order. 

(b) The review shall be on the record, without taking additional testimony. 
If the court finds that the department exceeded its constitutional or statutory 
authority, made an erroneous interpretation of the law, acted in an arbitrary 
and capricious manner, or made a determination that is unsupported by the 
evidence in the record, the court may reverse the department’s determination. 


History. ’ § 55-50-510 by authority of the Code Commis- 
Acts 1990, ch. 819, § 8; 1995, ch. 156, § 1; — sion in 2017. 


T.C.A. § 55-50-5138. 
$ Cross-References. 


Compiler’s Notes. Promulgation of rules and regulations by 
Former § 55-50-513 has been redesignated as commissioner of safety, § 55-50-202. 


55-50-5111. Applicability of Uniform Administrative Procedures Act. 


The Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, 
applies to the extent it is consistent with proceedings under §§ 55-50-509 and 
55-50-510 relating to the administrative hearing and judicial review. 


History. § 55-50-511 by authority of the Code Commis- 
Acts 1990, ch. 819, § 9; 1995, ch. 156, § 1; — sion in 2017. 


T.C.A. § 55-50-514. 
: Cross-References. 


Compiler’s Notes. Promulgation of rules and regulations by 
Former § 55-50-514 has been redesignated as commissioner of safety, § 55-50-202. 


55-50-512. Order of suspension for a conviction or adjudication. 


(a) The trial judge of the court wherein a juvenile is convicted, or the judge 
of the juvenile court wherein a juvenile is adjudicated delinquent, for commit- 
ting an offense requiring a mandatory calendar year suspension from school as 
mandated by § 49-6-3401(g), or for an offense for suspension or expulsion 
authorized by § 49-6-3401(a) resulting in a one-year expulsion pursuant to 
§ 49-6-3401(c)(4), may order the suspension of the juvenile’s driver license 
until the juvenile reaches eighteen (18) years of age or up to a period of two (2) 
years from the date of the commission of the offense, whichever is later. 
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(b) Upon an order of suspension for a conviction or adjudication as required 
by subsection (a), the court shall require the surrender to the court of all 
operator’s licenses then held by the juvenile so convicted or adjudicated 
delinquent, and the court upon receipt shall forward the licenses to the 
department together with a record of the conviction or adjudication, and may 
recommend the suspension of the operator’s license of the person so convicted 
or adjudicated delinquent. 


History. § 55-50-512 by authority of the Code Commis- 
Acts 2007, ch. 457, § 2; T.C.A. § 55-50-515. — sion in 2017. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
Former § 55-50-515 has been redesignated as 


PART 6 
PENALTIES 


55-50-601. Misdemeanors. 


It is a Class C misdemeanor for any person to: 

(1) Display or cause or permit to be displayed, or have in the person’s 
possession, any cancelled, revoked, suspended, or fraudulently altered 
driver license, certificate of driving or other government-issued photo 
identification document; 

(2) Lend a driver license, certificate of driving or other government-issued 
photo identification document to any other person or knowingly permit the 
use thereof by another; 

(3) Display or represent as one’s own any driver license, certificate of 
driving or other government-issued photo identification document not issued 
to the person; 

(4) Fail or refuse to surrender to the department upon its lawful demand 
any driver license, certificate of driving or other government-issued photo 
identification document that has been suspended, revoked, or cancelled; 

(5) Permit or commit any unlawful use of a driver license, certificate of 
driving or other government-issued photo identification document issued to 
the person; 

(6) Do any act forbidden or fail to perform any act required by this 
chapter, notwithstanding any contrary law; or 

(7) Display or have in possession any photograph, photostat, duplicate, 
reproduction or facsimile of any driver license, certificate of driving or other 
government-issued photo identification document unless authorized by this 
chapter. 


History. Cross-References. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 14; impl. am. Acts 1939, Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
ch... 205; 188.2: , Bs). CigSwpps 950.481.2711 6:22 ai 34) 
(Williams, § 2715.27); Acts 1978, ch. 562, § 1; Use of citations in lieu of arrest, § 40-7-118. 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-715; Acts 1988, 
ch. 584, § 12; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-115, 55-7-601; 
Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 118; 2007, ch. 28, § 1. 


947 UNIFORM CLASSIFIED AND COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE 55-50-604 


55-50-602. Reproductions or facsimiles — Penalties. 


(a) It is an offense for any person to: 

(1) Photograph, photostat, duplicate or in any way reproduce any driver 
license, certificate of driving or other government-issued photo identification 
document or facsimile thereof in such a manner that it could be mistaken for 
a valid license, certificate of driving or other government-issued photo 
identification document; or 

(2) Issue, sell or cause to be sold a driver license, certificate of driving or 
other government-issued photo identification document or facsimile thereof 
unless sold in compliance with this chapter. 

(b) A violation of subsection (a) for the first time is a Class A misdemeanor. 
A second or subsequent violation of subsection (a) is a Class E felony, with 
suspension of driving privileges for a period of not less than one (1) year nor 
more than five (5) years, or for a period of time commensurate with the 
sentence imposed. A violation of subsection (a) in connection with an act of 
terrorism, a planned act of terrorism, or an attempted act of terrorism, is a 
Class B felony, with a permanent and irrevocable suspension of driving 
privileges; provided, however, that the defendant knew or should have known 
at the time of the offense that the driver’s license or facsimile would be used in 
that manner. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 14; impl. am. Acts 1939, Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
eh! 205,°$§.2).'3; C. Supp. 19500 § 2715.22') 117, 


(Williams, § 2715.27); Acts 1978, ch. 562, § 1; Penalties for Class B and E felonies, § 40-35- 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-715; Acts 1988, 441. 

ch. 584, § 12; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-115, 55-7-602; 

Acts 1990, ch. 980, § 35; 2002, ch. 849, § 3; 

2007, ch. 28, § 2. 


55-50-603. Penalty for other violations. 


Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter for which 
punishment has not been otherwise provided for in this chapter commits a 
Class B misdemeanor. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 17; 1939, ch. 205, § 7; C. Penalty for Class B misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
Supp. 1950, § 2715.25 (Williams, § 2715.30); 111. 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), §§ 59-718, 55-7-118, 55-7- 
603; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 112. 


55-50-604. Disposition of fines, penalties and forfeitures. 


All fines, penalties and forfeitures of bonds imposed or collected under this 
chapter shall be paid over within fifteen (15) days following the last day of the 
month in which the fines, penalties and forfeitures of bonds were received to 
the department of safety with a statement accompanying the same, setting 
forth the action or proceedings in which the moneys were collected, the name 
and residence of the defendant, the nature of the offense, and fine, penalty, 
forfeiture, or sentence, if any, imposed. 
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History. T.C.A. (orig. ed.), §§ 59-718, 55-7-118, 55-7- 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 17; 1939, ch. 205,§ 7;C. 604; Acts 1989, ch. 156, § 2. 
Supp. 1950, § 2715.25 (Williams, § 2715.30); 


PART 7 
RECIPROCITY AGREEMENTS 


55-50-701. Part definitions. 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Citation” means any citation, summons, ticket, or other document 
issued by an arresting officer for violation of a traffic law, ordinance, rule, or 
regulation, ordering the arrested motorist to appear in court or before a 
magistrate; 

(2) “Collateral” or “bond” means any cash or other security deposited to 
secure an appearance for trial, following a citation by an arresting officer for 
violation of a traffic law, ordinance, rules or regulation; 

(3) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of safety; 

(4) “Department” means department of safety; 

(5) “License” means any operator’s or chauffeur’s permit or any other 
license or permit to operate a motor vehicle issued under the laws of a 
reciprocating state including: 

(A) Any temporary or learner’s permit; 

(B) The privilege of any person to drive a motor vehicle whether or not 
the person holds a valid license; and 

(C) Any nonresident’s operating privilege conferred upon a nonresident 
of a state pertaining to the operation by the person of a motor vehicle in 
that state; 

(6) “Nonresident” refers only to a person who is a resident of or holds an 
operator’s or chauffeur’s license issued by a reciprocating state; 

(7) “Personal recognizance” means a signed agreement by an arrested 
motorist that the motorist will comply with the terms of the citation served 
upon the motorist at the time of arrest; 

(8) “Reciprocating state” means any state that extends by its laws or by 
written agreement with this state to residents of this state substantially the 
rights and privileges provided by this part; and 

(9) “State” means the state of Tennessee. 


History. 
Acts 1979, ch. 102, § 1; T.C.A.; §§ 59-7381, 
55-7-301, 55-7-701. 


55-50-702. Authority to make agreements — Contents of agreement. 


(a) The commissioner may execute a reciprocal compact or agreement not 
inconsistent with this part with the motor vehicle administrator or other 
authorized official of any other state concerning the appearance of a person 
licensed in one (1) state to answer a summons for a traffic violation issued by 
the other state. 

(b) The compact shall provide that if a person licensed by either state is 
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issued a summons by the other state for a moving traffic violation covered by 
the compact or agreement, the person shall not be detained or required to 
furnish bail or collateral, and that if the person fails to appear in response to 
the summons, the person’s license may be suspended by the state that issued 
the license until the person submits to the jurisdiction of the court in which the 
summons is returnable. 

(c) The compact shall also provide terms and procedures as are necessary 
and proper to facilitate its administration. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1979, ch. 102, § 2; T.C.A., §§ 59-732, Surrender of nonresident’s license and issu- 
55-7-302, 55-7-702. ance of temporary driving permit, § 55-50-705. 


55-50-703. Procedures used by law enforcement officers. 


(a) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a law enforcement officer 
observing a violation of a traffic law, ordinance, rule, or regulation by a 
nonresident shall issue a citation as appropriate and shall not, subject to 
subsection (b), require the nonresident to post collateral or bond to secure 
appearance for trial, but shall accept the nonresident’s personal recognizance; 
provided, that the nonresident has the right upon request to post collateral or 
bond in a manner provided by law and in that case this part shall not apply. 

(b) No nonresident shall be entitled to be released on personal recognizance 
if the offense is one that would result in the suspension or revocation of a 
person’s license under the laws of this state. 

(c) Upon the failure of the nonresident to comply with the citation, the law 
enforcement officer shall obtain a warrant for arrest and shall report the 
noncompliance to the department. The report of noncompliance shall clearly 
identify the nonresident; describe the violation, specifying the section of the 
statute, code, or ordinance violated; indicate the location and date of the 
offense; identify the vehicle involved; bear the signature of the law enforce- 
ment officer; and contain a copy of the personal recognizance signed by the 
nonresident. 


History. 
Acts 1979, ch. 102, § 3; T.C.A., §§ 59-738, 
55-7-308, 55-7-703. 


55-50-704. Noncompliance — Powers and duties of commissioner. 


(a) Upon receipt of a report of noncompliance, the department shall trans- 
mit a certified copy of the report to the official in charge of the issuance of 
licenses in the reciprocating state in which the nonresident is licensed. 

(b) When the licensing authority of a reciprocating state reports that a 
person holding a Tennessee license has failed to comply with a citation issued 
in that state, the commissioner shall forthwith suspend the person’s license. 
The order of suspension shall indicate the reason for the order and shall notify 
the person that the license shall remain suspended until the person has 
furnished evidence satisfactory to the commissioner that the person has 
complied with the terms of the citation that was the basis for the suspension 
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order by appearing before the court to which the person was cited and 
complying with any order entered by the court. 

(c) A copy of any suspension order issued under this section shall be 
furnished to the licensing authority of the reciprocating state. 

(d) The commissioner shall maintain a current listing of reciprocating states 
under this part. The lists shall from time to time be disseminated among the 
appropriate departments, divisions, bureaus, and agencies of this state; the 
principal law enforcement officers of the several counties, cities, and towns of 
this state; and the licensing authorities in reciprocating states. 

(e) The commissioner has the authority to execute or make agreements, 
arrangements, or declarations to carry out this part. 


History. 
Acts 1979, ch. 102, § 4; T.C.A., §§ 59-734, 
55-7-304, 55-7-704. 


55-50-705. Nonresidents — Citation — Collateral or bond — Surrender 
of nonresident’s license — Temporary driving permit. 


(a) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a Tennessee highway 
patrol officer observing a violation of a traffic law, ordinance, rule or regulation 
by a nonresident shall issue a citation as appropriate and shall require the 
nonresident to post collateral or bond to secure appearance for trial. In the 
event that a nonresident fails to post collateral or bond, the nonresident shall 
surrender any chauffeur’s or operator’s license to the highway patrol, after 
which the highway patrol officer shall issue to the offending nonresident a 
temporary driving permit. 

(b)(1) The temporary driving permit will entitle the nonresident holder 

thereof to lawfully drive on the roads and highways of this state or any other 

state: 

(A) Until the time the traffic violation is appropriately adjudicated in a 
court of law of proper jurisdiction; 

(B) For thirty (30) days after the adjudication, during which time the 
court or the department shall be able to determine whether or not the 
nonresident will comply with the decree of the court; and 
(2) The temporary driving permit shall state on its face the period of its 

validity which shall be not less than the period of time covered by subdivi- 

sions (b)(1)(A) and (B). 

(c)(1) In the event that the court determines that the nonresident violator is 

guilty of the offenses charged, the surrendered license shall only be returned 

when the nonresident appropriately complies with the decree of the court. 

(2) In the event that the court determines that the nonresident is not 
guilty of the offenses charged, the surrendered license shall immediately be 
returned to the nonresident. 

(d) Upon the failure of any nonresident to comply with the issued citation, 
the highway patrol officer shall otherwise comply with § 55-50-703(b) and (c), 
except for the personal recognizances requirements, and other applicable 
Tennessee law. 

(e) The procedures for surrendering the nonresident license, issuing a 
receipt for the license and the forwarding of the license to the department shall 
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be, to the extent possible, the same as the procedures set forth in part 8 of this 
chapter, relative to deposit of a license in lieu of bail, as shall be determined to 


be practicable. 


(f) In order to effectuate this section, the department is authorized to 
promulgate necessary rules and regulations in accordance with the Uniform 
Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 

(g) The department is directed to suitably fashion a temporary driving 
permit that may be issued to certain nonresident drivers as provided for in this 


section. 


History. 

Acts 1983, ch. 366, §§ 1, 2; 1986, ch. 686, § 1; 
T.C.A., §§ 55-7-326, 55-7-726; T.C.A., § 55-50- 
726. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Former § 55-50-726 has been redesignated as 
§ 55-50-705 by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion in 2017. 


Cross-References. 
Reciprocal agreements concerning appear- 
ance of nonresidents, § 55-50-702. 


Law Reviews. 

Selected Tennessee Legislation of 1983 (N. L. 
Resener, J. A. Whitson, K. J. Miller), 50 Tenn. 
L. Rev. 785 (1983). 


PART 8 
DEPOSIT OF LICENSE IN LIEU OF BAIL 


55-50-801. Municipalities and counties authorized to grant option. 


Whenever any person lawfully possessed of a chauffeur’s or operator’s 
license theretofore issued by the department, or under the driver licensing 
laws of any other state or territory or the District of Columbia, is issued a 
citation or arrested and charged with a violation of any municipal ordinance or 
state statute regulating traffic, except those ordinances and statutes, the 
violation of which calls for the mandatory revocation of an operator’s or 
chauffeur’s license for any period of time, in a municipality having a city court 
or a county having a general sessions court, the municipality may by ordinance 
and the county may by resolution of its county legislative body, allow the 
person to have the option of depositing the chauffeur’s or operator’s license 
with the officer or court demanding bail in lieu of any other security required 
for appearance in any court of the municipality or county in answer to the 
charge before the court. 


As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 
the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 


History. 
Acts 1971, ch. 267,.$ 1; 1974.ch. 407, 3 1: 


1975, ch. 28, § 1; impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, 
8§ 7, 36; T.C.A., §§ 59-730, 55-7-401, 55-7-801; 
modified. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

For reorganization of this chapter in 1988, 
see the Compiler’s Notes and parallel reference 
table above § 55-50-101. 


feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 
licenses are issued in one of the classes speci- 
fied in § 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 


Law Reviews. 

Bail bonds under the Tennessee Bail Reform 
Act of 1978 (Judge David D. Creekmore), 21 
Tenn. B.J. 23 (1985). 


55-50-802. Receipt for license — Operation of motor vehicle during 


pendency of case. 


Whenever any person deposits a chauffeur’s or operator’s license as pro- 
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vided, either the officer or the court demanding bail as described in § 55-50- 
801 shall issue the person a receipt for the license upon a form approved or 
provided by the department, and thereafter the person shall be permitted to 
operate a motor vehicle upon the public highways of this state during the 
pendency of the case in which the license was deposited. The receipt shall be 
valid as a temporary driving permit for a period not less than that provided in 
§ 55-50-705(b), and shall state the period of validity on its face. 


History. the distinction between “operator’s” and “chauf- 
Acts 1971, ch. 267, § 1; T.C.A., § 59-730; feur’s” licenses no longer exists, and all driver 

modified; Acts 1986, ch. 686, § 2; T.C.A.,§§ 55- licenses are issued in one of the classes speci- 

7-402, 55-7-802. fied in § 55-50-102. See also § 55-50-305. 


Compiler’s Notes. 
As to licenses issued on or after July 1, 1989, 


55-50-803. License forwarded to department of safety — Conditions 
for release — Notice to nonresident driver’s state. 


The clerk or judge of a court accepting the license shall thereafter forward to 
the department the license of a driver deposited in lieu of bail if the driver fails 
to appear in answer to the charge filed. This license shall not be released by the 
department until the charge for which the license was so deposited has been 
disposed of by the court in which pending. In the case of a nonresident driver 
whose license is thus received by the department, the department shall 
forthwith notify the proper motor vehicle administrative authority of the state 
in which the nonresident driver is licensed that the license of the driver is 
being held by the department pending disposition of the charge against the 
driver, except as provided for in part 7 of this chapter. 


History. 1979, ch. 102, § 5; T.C.A., §§ 59-730, 55-7-408, 
Acts 1971, ch. 267, § 1; 1975, ch. 28, § 2; 55-7-803; modified. 


55-50-804. License or receipt to be in immediate possession and dis- 
played upon demand. 


The licensee shall have the licensee’s license in immediate possession at all 
times when driving a motor vehicle and shall display it upon demand of any 
officer or agent of the department or any police officer of the state, county or 
municipality, except that where the licensee has previously deposited the 
license with the officer or court demanding bail, and has received a receipt from 
the officer or the court, the receipt is to serve as a substitute for the license 
until the specified date for court appearance of the licensee or the license is 
otherwise returned to the licensee by the officer or court accepting the license 
for deposit. 


History. 
Acts 1971, ch. 267, § 1; T.C.A., §§ 59-730, 
55-7-404, 55-7-804; modified. 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Lawful Stoppage of Car. 

Where an officer stopped a vehicle upon the 
good faith belief that the driver was driving 
without a license, even though the officer real- 
ized soon after the stop that the driver was not 
who he had suspected, he was justified in 
asking for the driver's license, and the resulting 
knowledge that the driver was driving on a 
revoked license was properly admissible. State 
v. McCulloch, 906 S.W.2d 3, 1995 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 179 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1995). 


The provision requiring a motorist to display 
the motorist’s license upon demand of any offi- 
cer does not conflict with the provisions of 
T.C.A. §§ 55-50-351(a) and 40-7-103(c) that 
only a member of the highway patrol may stop 
a vehicle for the sole purpose of examining an 
operator’s license. State v. Hicks, 55 S.W.3d 
515, 2001 Tenn. LEXIS 658 (Tenn. 2001). 


55-50-805. Provisions provide alternative procedure. 


This part is in addition to title 7, chapter 63 and may be implemented as 
alternative procedure to title 7, chapter 63 and any other sections of this code 
in conflict herewith by passage of an ordinance by the governing body of the 


municipality. 


History. 
Acts 1971, ch. 267, § 1; T.C.A., §§ 59-730, 
55-7-405, 55-7-805; modified. 


PART 9 
INTERSTATE DRIVER LICENSE COMPACT 


55-50-901. Short Title. 


This part may be known and cited as the “Interstate Driver License 


Compact.” 


History. 
Acts 2020, ch. 610, § 1. 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 610, § 2. July 1, 2020. 


55-50-902. Interstate Driver License Compact. 


The Interstate Driver License Compact is enacted into law and entered into 
by this state with all states legally joining the compact and in the form 


substantially as follows: 


Article I. Findings and Declaration of Policy. 


(a) The party states find that: 


(1) The safety of their streets and highways is materially affected by the 
degree of compliance with state laws and local ordinances relating to the 


operation of motor vehicles. 


(2) Violation of such a law or ordinance is evidence that the violator 
engages in conduct that is likely to endanger the safety of persons and 


property. 


(3) The continuance in force of a license to drive is predicated upon 
compliance with laws and ordinances relating to the operation of motor 
vehicles, in whichever jurisdiction the vehicle is operated. 
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(b) It is the policy of each of the party states to: 

(1) Promote compliance with the laws, ordinances, and administrative 
rules and regulations relating to the operation of motor vehicles by their 
operators in each of the jurisdictions where such operators drive motor 
vehicles. 

(2) Make the reciprocal recognition of licenses to drive and eligibility 
therefor more just and equitable by considering the overall compliance with 
motor vehicle laws, ordinances, and administrative rules and regulations as 
a condition precedent to the continuance or issuance of any license by reason 
of which the licensee is authorized or permitted to operate a motor vehicle in 
any of the party states. 


Article II. Definitions. 


As used in this Compact: 

(1) “Conviction” means a conviction of any offense related to the use or 
operation of a motor vehicle which is prohibited by state law, municipal 
ordinance, or administrative rule or regulation, or a forfeiture of bail, bond, 
or other security deposited to secure appearance by a person charged with 
having committed any such offense, and which conviction or forfeiture is 
required to be reported to the licensing authority; 

(2) “Home state” means the state that has issued and has the power to 
suspend or revoke the use of the license or permit to operate a motor vehicle; 
and 

(3) “State” means a state, territory, or possession of the United States, the 
District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 


Article III. Reports of Conviction. 


The licensing authority of a party state shall report each conviction of a 
person from another party state occurring within its jurisdiction to the 
licensing authority of the home state of the licensee. Such report shall clearly 
identify the person convicted; describe the violation specifying the section of 
the statute, code, or ordinance violated; identify the court in which action was 
taken; indicate whether a plea of guilty or not guilty was entered, or the 
conviction was a result of the forfeiture of bail, bond, or other security; and 
shall include any special findings made in connection therewith. 


Article IV. Effect of Conviction. 


(a) The licensing authority in the home state, for the purposes of 
suspension, revocation, or limitation of the license to operate a motor vehicle, 
shall give the same effect to the conduct reported, pursuant to Article III of this 
Compact, as it would if such conduct had occurred in the home state, in the 
case of convictions for: 

(1) Manslaughter or negligent homicide resulting from the operation of a 
motor vehicle; 

(2) Driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of an intoxicating 
liquor or a narcotic drug, or under the influence of any other drug to a degree 
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which renders the driver incapable of safely driving a motor vehicle; 

(3) Any felony in the commission of which a motor vehicle is used; or 
(4) Failure to stop and render aid in the event of a motor vehicle accident 
resulting in the death or personal injury of another. 

(b) As to any other convictions, reported pursuant to Article III, the 
licensing authority in the home state shall record the conviction on the 
individual’s driving record, but may not assess points for the conviction. 

(c) If the laws of a party state do not provide for offenses or violations 
denominated or described in precisely the words employed in subdivision (a) of 
this article, such party state shall construe the denominations and 
descriptions appearing in subdivision (a) hereof as being applicable to and 
identifying those offenses or violations of a substantially similar nature, and 
the laws of such party state shall contain such provisions as may be necessary 
to ensure that full force and effect is given to this article. 


Article V. Applications for New Licenses. 


Upon application for a license to drive, the licensing authority in a party 
state shall ascertain whether the applicant has ever held, or is the holder of, a 
license to drive issued by any other party state. The licensing authority in the 
state where application is made shall not issue a license to drive to the 
applicant if: 

(1) The applicant has held such a license, but the same has been 
suspended by reason, in whole or in part, of a violation and if such 
suspension period has not terminated; 

(2) The applicant has held such a license, but the same has been revoked 
by reason, in whole or in part, of a violation and if such revocation has not 
terminated, except that after the expiration of one (1) year from the date the 
license was revoked, such person may make application for a new license if 
permitted by law. The licensing authority may refuse to issue a license to any 
such applicant if, after investigation, the licensing authority determines that 
it will not be safe to grant to such person the privilege of driving a motor 
vehicle on the public highways; or 

(3) The applicant is the holder of a license to drive issued by another party 
state and currently in force unless the applicant surrenders such license. 


Article VI. Applicability of Other Laws. 


Except as expressly required by provisions of this Compact, nothing 
contained herein shall be construed to affect the right of any party state to 
apply any of its other laws relating to licenses to drive to any person or 
circumstance, nor to invalidate or prevent any driver license agreement or 
other cooperative arrangement between a party state and a nonparty state. 


Article VII. Compact Administrator and Interchange of Information. 


(a) The head of the licensing authority of each party state shall be the 
administrator of this Compact for this state. The administrators, acting jointly, 
shall have the power to formulate all necessary and proper procedures for the 
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exchange of information under this Compact. 

(b) The Administrator of each party state shall furnish to the Administrator 
of each other party state any information or documents reasonably necessary 
to facilitate the administration of this Compact. 


Article VIII. Entry into Force and Withdrawal. 


(a) This Compact shall enter into force and become effective as to any state 
when it has enacted the same into law. 

(b) Any party state may withdraw from this Compact by enacting a statute 
repealing the same, but no such withdrawal shall take effect until six (6) 
months after the executive head of the withdrawing state has given notice of 
the withdrawal to the executive heads of all other party states. No withdrawal 
shall affect the validity or applicability by the licensing authorities of states 
remaining party to the Compact of any report of conviction occurring prior to 
the withdrawal. 


Article IX. Construction and Severability. 


This Compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposes 
thereof. The provisions of this Compact shall be severable and if any phrase, 
clause, sentence or provision of this Compact is declared to be contrary to the 
constitution of any party state or of the United States or the applicability 
thereof to any government, agency, person, or circumstance is held invalid, the 
validity of the remainder of this Compact and the applicability thereof to any 
government, agency, person, or circumstance shall not be affected thereby. If 
this Compact shall be held contrary to the constitution of any state party 
thereto, the Compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining 
states and in full force and effect as to the state affected as to all severable 
matters. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 610, § 1. Acts 2020, ch. 610, § 2. July 1, 2020. 


55-90-903. Administrator. 


The commissioner of safety, or the commissioner’s designee, is the adminis- 
trator of the Interstate Driver License Compact. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 610, § 1. Acts 2020, ch. 610, § 2. July 1, 2020. 
CHAPTER 51 


MOTORCYCLE RIDER EDUCATION AND SAFETY 


Section 

55-51-101. Chapter definitions. 

55-51-102. Motorcycle rider education program. 
55-51-103. Instructor requirements and training. 
55-51-104. Motorcycle rider safety fund. 
55-51-105. Advisory committee. 
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Section 
55-51-106. Insurance discount. 
55-51-107. Licensing skills test examination. 


55-51-101. Chapter definitions. 


As used in this chapter: 

(1) “Chief instructor” means a licensed motorcycle operator who meets the 
standards established by the department to qualify to train and oversee 
instructors for the motorcycle rider education program; 

(2) “Department” means the department of safety; 

(3) “Director” means the commissioner of safety; 

(4) “Motorcycle rider education program” means the motorcycle training 
and information disbursement plan created in § 55-51-102; 

(5) “Motorcycle rider safety fund” means the restricted receipts account 
created in § 55-51-104 to be applied toward the cost of administering the 
motorcycle rider education program; 

(6) “Program coordinator” means the person designated by the director to 
plan, organize, and administer the motorcycle rider education program as 
provided in § 55-51-102(b); 

(7) “Rider training course” means a motorcycle rider education curricu- 
lum and delivery system approved by the department as meeting standards 
designed to develop and instill the knowledge, attitudes, habits, and skills 
necessary for the safe operation of a motorcycle; and 

(8) “Training specialist” means the person designated by the director to 
fulfill the obligations stated in § 55-51-102(c). 


History. 
Acts 1987, ch. 446, § 1; T.C.A., § 55-25-101. 


Cross-References. 
Criminal trespass by motor vehicle, § 39-14- 
407. 


55-51-102. Motorcycle rider education program. 


(a) The department shall establish standards for and shall administer the 
motorcycle rider education program. The program shall include, but is not 
limited to, rider training courses and instructor training. The department may 
expand the program to include public awareness, alcohol and drug effects, 
driver improvements for motorcyclists, licensing improvement, program pro- 
motion or other motorcycle safety programs. 

(b) The director shall appoint a program coordinator who shall oversee and 
direct the program by setting program and funding guidelines, and conduct an 
annual evaluation. 

(c) The director may also appoint one (1) or more training specialists who 
shall assist in establishing rider training courses throughout the state, support 
and implement program and funding guidelines and supervise instructors and 
other personnel as necessary. The training specialist may be a trained chief 
instructor. 

(d) Rider training courses shall be open to all residents of the state who 
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either hold a current valid driver license for any classification or who are 
eligible for a motorcycle learner’s permit. 

(e) An adequate number of rider training courses shall be provided to meet 
the reasonably anticipated needs of all persons in the state who are eligible 
and who desire to participate in the program. The department shall issue 
certificates of completion in the manner and form prescribed by the director to 
persons who satisfactorily complete the requirements of the course. Program 
delivery may be phased in over a reasonable period of time. 

(f) The department may enter into contracts with either public or private 
institutions for technical assistance in conducting rider training courses, if the 
course is administered and taught by a trained motorcycle rider instructor as 
established in § 55-51-103. A private organization providing a rider training 
course may charge a tuition fee; provided, that a private organization receiving 
a subsidy grant to provide for the start-up costs incurred in establishing the 
rider training course may charge a tuition fee with a maximum tuition fee to 
be determined by the department. 

(g) In accordance with the procedures established by the Uniform Admin- 
istrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, the department shall 
adopt rules and regulations as are necessary to implement the motorcycle rider 
education program. 

(h) The director shall regulate and administer the motorcycle rider educa- 
tion program established under this chapter, and any person or entity 
providing instruction as authorized in this chapter shall not be subject to the 
state’s commercial driver training laws, as found in chapter 19 of this title or 
regulations issued pursuant to those laws. 


History. 
Acts 1987, ch. 446, § 2; T.C.A., § 55-25-102; 
Acts 2006, ch. 518, § 1. 


55-51-103. Instructor requirements and training. 


(a) The department shall establish standards for an approved motorcycle 
rider education instructor preparation course. Successful completion of the 
course shall require the participant to demonstrate knowledge of the course 
material, knowledge of safe motorcycle operating practices, and the necessary 
aptitude for instructing students. 

(b) The department shall establish minimum requirements for the qualifi- 
cation of a rider education instructor. The minimum requirements shall 
include, but not be limited to, the following: 

(1) The instructor must have a high school diploma or its equivalent; 

(2) The instructor must be at least eighteen (18) years of age and must 
hold a valid motorcycle operator’s license or endorsement; 

(3) The instructor must have at least two (2) years of recent motorcycle 
riding experience; 

(4) The instructor’s driver license must not have been suspended or 
revoked at any time during the preceding two (2) years; 

(5) The instructor must not have any convictions for driving under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs during the preceding five (5) years; 

(6) Instructors who are licensed in other states must furnish certified 
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copies of their driving records to the department. An applicant shall not be 
eligible for instructor status until the applicant’s driving record for the 
preceding five (5) years is furnished; and 

(7), The instructor must have an approved instructor certificate that may 
be a state or motorcycle safety foundation certificate, and the instructor 
must be registered as a currently active instructor. 


History. 
Acts 1987, ch. 446, § 3; T.C.A., § 55-25-1038. 


55-51-104. Motorcycle rider safety fund. 


(a) The motorcycle rider safety fund is established in the state treasury and, 
subject to the general appropriations act, shall be available on a continual 
basis to the department which shall administer the moneys. Moneys from the 
fund made available to the department shall only be used for administration of 
the motorcycle rider education program and for expenses relating to the 
program including, but not limited to, instructor training, licensing improve- 
ment, alcohol and drug education, public awareness, a driver improvement 
program for motorcyclists, technical assistance, program promotion, and other 
motorcycle safety programs. Funds may also be used for reimbursement of 
organizations with course sites. The department shall establish standards for 
disbursements of funds. 

(b) Two dollars ($2.00) of the annual registration fee for each registered 
motorcycle shall be credited to the fund as established in subsection (a). 

(c) One dollar ($1.00) of the application fee for a motorcycle operator 
learner’s permit shall be credited to the fund as established in subsection (a). 

(d) One dollar ($1.00) of the fee for each original motorcycle operator’s 
license or endorsement and for each renewal shall be credited to the fund as 
established in subsection (a). 


History. 
Acts 1987, ch. 446, § 4; T.C.A., § 55-25-104. 


55-51-105. Advisory committee. 


(a) The director shall by regulation establish a motorcycle rider education 
program advisory committee to assist in the development of the motorcycle 
rider education program. The committee shall also monitor the program upon 
its implementation and report to the director as necessary with recommenda- 
tions including, but not limited to, the administration, application, and 
substance of the program. The committee shall consist of five (5) members, 
including a chair, appointed by the director. One (1) member selected shall be 
a resident of each grand division, two (2) members shall be selected from the 
state at large, and not more than two (2) members shall be residents of the 
same grand division. 

(b) Three (3) members shall be qualified motorcycle wholesalers, dealers, or 
retailers licensed in this state. All shall be of good moral character and each 
shall have been actually engaged in the distribution or sale of motorcycles in 
this state for not less than three (3) consecutive years preceding the appoint- 
ment, and each shall have the necessary qualifications for the applicable 
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license under chapter 17 of this title, and be the holder of the license at all 
times while a member of the committee. 

(c) Two (2) members shall be consumer members of the advisory committee, 
who shall be citizens of this state, who shall have a valid motorcycle operator’s 
license, and who shall have no interest, direct or indirect, in the commercial 
manufacture or sale of motorcycles. 

(d) The committee shall meet at the call of the director. Members shall serve 
without compensation for their services but may be reimbursed for their travel 
expenses while engaged in business of the committee. All reimbursement for 
travel expenses shall be in accordance with the comprehensive travel regula- 
tions as promulgated by the department of finance and administration and 
approved by the attorney general and reporter. 


History. Cross-References. 
Acts 1987, ch. 446, § 5; T.C.A., § 55-25-1085. Grand divisions, title 4, ch. 1, part 2. 


55-51-106. Insurance discount. 


(a) The commissioner of commerce and insurance shall fix and establish 
premium charges for admitted insurers so as to provide a ten percent (10%) 
reduction in premium rates for motorcycle liability insurance to qualified 
licensed motorcycle operators who provide proof of successful completion of a 
state approved rider training course. 

(b) The premium reduction shall remain in effect for the qualifying insured 
persons for a period of three (3) years from the date of successful completion of 
an approved course, except that the insurer may elect to apply the premium 
reduction beginning at the next renewal date of the policy and continuing for 
a period of three (3) years. 

(c) This section shall not apply to insured operators of autocycles. 


History. 
Acts 1987, ch. 446, § 6; T.C.A., § 55-25-106; 
Acts 1989, ch. 131, § 1; 2016, ch. 1015, § 9. 


55-51-107. Licensing skills test examination. 


The director may exempt applicants for a reinstated or an original motor- 
cycle operator license from the licensing skills and/or knowledge test if they 
present proof of successful completion of a rider training course that includes 
a similar test of skills and/or knowledge that is approved by the department 
and licensing officials. No licensing skills or knowledge examination required 
by this chapter shall be required for renewal of a motorcycle operator license. 


History. 
Acts 1987, ch. 446, § 7; § 55-25-107; Acts 
1998, ch. 658, § 1. ‘ 
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CHAPTER 52 
SAFETY OF CHILDREN 


Part 1. Child Bicycle Safety Act 


Section 

55-52-101. Short title. 

55-52-102. Legislative findings and declarations. 

55-52-1083. Part definitions. 

55-52-104. Purpose. 

55-52-105. Child bicycle safety rules and regulations. 

55-52-106. Penalty — Defense — Inadmissibility as evidence in civil action — Issuance of warning 
and citation. 


Part 2. Child Safety in Operation of Off-Highway Motor Vehicles 


55-52-201. Definitions — Offense of operation by minors. 
55-52-202. Penalty for operation of off-highway motor vehicles by minors — Defenses. 


PART 1 
CHILD BICYCLE SAFETY ACT 


55-52-101. Short title. 
This part shall be known and may be cited as the “Child Bicycle Safety Act.” 


History. 
Acts 1998, ch. 399, § 2. 


55-52-102. Legislative findings and declarations. 


The general assembly hereby finds and declares that: 

(1) Disability and death of children resulting from injuries sustained in 
bicycling accidents are a serious threat to the public health, welfare, and 
safety of the people of the state, and the prevention of such disability and 
death is the goal of the people; 

(2) Head injuries are the leading cause of disability and death from 
bicycling accidents; 

(3) The risk of head injury from bicycling accidents is significantly 
reduced for bicyclists who wear proper protective bicycle helmets; yet 
helmets are worn by fewer than five percent (5%) of child bicyclists 
nationwide; and 

(4) The risk of head injury or of any other injury to a small child who is a 
passenger on a bicycle operated by another person would be significantly 
reduced if the child-passenger sat in a separate restraining seat. 


History. 
Acts 1993, ch. 399, § 3. 


55-52-103. Part definitions. 


As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 
(1) “Bicycle” means a human-powered vehicle with two (2) wheels in 
tandem designed to transport, by the action of pedaling, one (1) or more 
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persons seated on one (1) or more saddle seats on its frame. “Bicycle” also 
includes a human-powered vehicle designed to transport by pedaling that 
has more than two (2) wheels where the vehicle is used on a public highway 
or street, public bicycle path or other public right-of-way, but does not 
include a tricycle; 

(2) “Highway” or “street” means the entire width between boundary lines 
of every way publicly maintained, when any part thereof is open to the use 
of the public for purposes of vehicular travel; 

(3) “Operator” means a person who travels on a bicycle seated on a saddle 
seat from which that person is intended to and can pedal the bicycle; 

(4) “Other public right-of-way” means any right-of-way other than a 
public highway or street or public bicycle path that is under the jurisdiction 
and control of the state or a local political subdivision thereof and is designed 
for use and used by vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic; 

(5) “Passenger” means any person who travels on a bicycle in any manner 
except as an operator; 

(6) “Protective bicycle helmet” means a piece of headgear that meets or 
exceeds the impact standards for protective bicycle helmets set by the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) or the Snell Memorial 
Foundation, or that is otherwise approved by the commissioner of safety; 

(7) “Public bicycle path” means a right-of-way under the jurisdiction and 
control of the state or a local political subdivision thereof for use primarily by 
bicycles and pedestrians; 

(8) “Restraining seat” means a seat separate from the saddle seat of the 
operator of the bicycle that is fastened securely to the frame of the bicycle 
and is adequately equipped to restrain the passenger in the seat and protect 
the passenger from the moving parts of the bicycle; 

(9) “Sidewalk” means that portion of a street between the curb lines, or 
the lateral lines of a roadway, and the adjacent property lines, intended for 
use of pedestrians; and 

(10) “Tricycle” means a three-wheeled human-powered vehicle. 


History. 
Acts 1993, ch. 399, § 4; 2000, ch. 916, §§ 1-3. 


55-52-104. Purpose. 


The purpose of this part is to reduce the incidence of disability and death 
resulting from injuries incurred in bicycling accidents by requiring that, while 
riding on a bicycle on state highways, streets and sidewalks, all bicycle 
operators and passengers under sixteen (16) years of age wear approved 
protective bicycle helmets; that all bicycle passengers who weigh less than 
forty pounds (40 lbs.) or who are less than forty inches (40”) in height be seated 
in separate restraining seats; and that no person who is unable to maintain an 
erect, seated position shall be a passenger in a bicycle restraining seat. 


History. 
Acts 1993, ch. 399, § 5; 1998, ch. 684, § 1; 
2000, ch. 916, § 4. 
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55-52-105. Child bicycle safety rules and regulations. 


With regard to any bicycle operated over any highway, street or sidewalk, it 
is unlawful: 

(1) For any person under sixteen (16) years of age to operate or be a 
passenger on a bicycle unless at all times when so engaged the person wears 
a protective bicycle helmet of good fit fastened securely upon the head with 
the straps of the helmet; 

(2) For any person to be a passenger on a bicycle unless, with respect to 
any person who weighs less than forty pounds (40 lbs.), or is less than forty 
inches (40”) in height, the person can be and is properly seated in and 
adequately secured to a restraining seat; 

(3) For any parent or legal guardian of a person under twelve (12) years 
of age to knowingly permit the person to operate or be a passenger on a 
bicycle in violation of subdivision (1) or (2); and 

(4) To rent or lease any bicycle to or for the use of any person under 
sixteen (16) years of age unless: 

(A) The person is in possession of a protective bicycle helmet of good fit 
at the time of the rental or lease; or 
(B) The rental or lease includes a protective bicycle helmet of good fit, 

and the person intends to wear the helmet, as required by subdivision (1), 

at all times while operating or being a passenger on the bicycle. 


History. A Coherent Public Policy For Bicycling In 21st 
Acts 1993, ch. 399, § 6; 1998, ch. 684, § 2; Century America, 85 Tenn. L. Rev. 753 (Spring 
2000, ch. 916, § 5. 2018). 


Law Reviews. 
Cycling, Safety, And Victim-Blaming: Toward 


55-52-106. Penalty — Defense — Inadmissibility as evidence in civil 
action — Issuance of warning and citation. 


(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), any adult person violating any 
requirements set forth in § 55-52-105, commits a violation and shall be 
assessed a civil penalty of two dollars ($2.00) and court costs. 

(b) Upon commission of the first offense within a twelve-month period under 
§ 55-52-105(3), it shall be a defense that the accused has since the date of the 
violation purchased or provided a protective bicycle helmet or a restraining 
seat, and uses and intends to use or causes to be used or intends to cause to be 
used the same as the law requires. 

(c) In no event shall failure to wear a protective bicycle helmet or to secure 
a passenger to a restraining seat be admissible as evidence in a trial of any civil 
action. 

(d) Alaw enforcement officer observing any violation of this part shall issue 
a warning to the violator for the first offense and a citation to the violator for 
the second or subsequent offense, but shall not arrest or take into custody any 
person solely for a violation of this part. 


History. 
Acts 1993, ch. 399, §§ 7, 8; 2000, ch. 916, 
§§ 6, 7. 
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PART 2 


CHILD SAFETY IN OPERATION OF OFF-HIGHWAY 
MOTOR VEHICLES 


55-52-201. Definitions — Offense of operation by minors. 


(a) As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1)(A) “Appropriate helmet” means, except as provided in subdivisions 

(a)(1)(A)-(C), a helmet that meets federal motor vehicle safety standards 

as specified in 49 CFR 571.218; 

(B) Notwithstanding any provision in 49 CFR 571.218 relative to 
helmet penetration standards, ventilation airways may penetrate through 
the entire shell of the helmet; provided, that no ventilation airway shall 
exceed one and one-half inches (142") in diameter; 

(C) Notwithstanding any provision in 49 CFR 571.218, the protective 
surface shall not be required to be a continuous contour; and 

(D) Notwithstanding any provision in 49 CFR 571.218 to the contrary, 
a label on the helmet shall be affixed signifying that the helmet complies 
with the requirements of the American Society for Testing Materials 
(ASTM), the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), the Southern 
Impact Research Center (SIRC), or the Snell Foundation; 

(2) “Off-highway motor vehicle” means a vehicle as defined in § 55-3- 
101(c)(2); and 

(3) “Relative” means a person or persons in the lineal line of consanguin- 
ity to a property owner, a spouse, or person or persons in the lineal line of 
consanguinity of a spouse, and includes an individual in an adoptive 
relationship to a property owner or the spouse of the property owner. 
(b)(1) Except as provided in subdivisions (b)(2) and (3), it is an offense for 
any parent or legal guardian of a person under eighteen (18) years of age to 
permit that person to operate or be a passenger on an off-highway motor 
vehicle, unless the person is wearing an appropriate helmet for off-highway 
vehicles. A parent or legal guardian commits an offense under circumstances 
indicating that the parent or legal guardian of the person under eighteen 
(18) years of age knew or should have known that the child is or would be 
operating, or is or would be a passenger on an off-highway motor vehicle. 

(2) Subdivision (b)(1) does not apply to a parent or legal guardian of a 
person under eighteen (18) years of age if the off-highway motor vehicle is 
being operated by a person under eighteen (18) years of age, or the person is 
a passenger on an off-highway motor vehicle, on the private property of the 
parent or legal guardian, or the private property of a relative. 

(3) Subdivision (b)(1) does not apply to a parent or legal guardian of a 
person under eighteen (18) years of age if the off-highway motor vehicle is 
being operated by a person under eighteen (18) years of age who is 
commuting for the purpose of hunting and is in possession of a valid hunting 
license. 


History. 
Acts 2007, ch. 481, § 2. 
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55-52-202. Penalty for operation of off-highway motor vehicles by 
minors — Defenses. 


(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), a violation of this section is a Class 
C misdemeanor, subject only to imposition of a fine, not to exceed fifty dollars 
($50.00) and court costs, not to exceed ten dollars ($10.00), including, but not 
limited to, any statutory fees of officers. No state or local litigation taxes shall 
be applicable to a case prosecuted under this section. 
(b)(1) Upon commission of the first offense, it shall be a defense that the 
accused has since the date of the commission of the offense purchased or 
provided an appropriate helmet for the person under eighteen (18) years of 
age to wear while the person is operating or is a passenger on an off-highway 
motor vehicle and the parent or legal guardian intends to have the person 
use, or causes the person to use, or intends to cause the person to use the 
helmet as the law requires. 

(2) On or before the court date indicated on the citation issued pursuant 
to subsection (d), if the parent or legal guardian presents the information 
contained in subdivision (b)(1) to the court and if the court is satisfied that 
the parent or legal guardian is serious about complying with the law, the 
charge against the parent or legal guardian may be dismissed. No court costs 
shall be assessed against a parent or legal guardian if the charge is 
dismissed pursuant to this subsection (b). 

(c) In no event shall failure to wear an appropriate helmet for off-highway 

vehicles be admissible as evidence in a trial of any civil action. 
(d)(1) If a law enforcement officer observes a person under eighteen (18) 
years of age operating or being a passenger on an off-highway motor vehicle 
where no person eighteen (18) years of age or older is either the operator or 
passenger, the law enforcement officer shall obtain the name and address of 
the parent or legal guardian of the person from the operator of the 
off-highway motor vehicle for the purpose of issuing and mailing a citation in 
lieu of arrest pursuant to § 55-10-207 to the parent or legal guardian. It is 
a violation of § 39-16-502 for the person to knowingly give false information 
to the law enforcement officer. 

(2) If a law enforcement officer observes a person under eighteen (18) 
years of age as a passenger on an off-highway motor vehicle where the 
operator is eighteen (18) years of age or older, the law enforcement officer 
shall issue a citation in lieu of arrest pursuant to § 55-10-207 to the operator 
if the operator is the parent or legal guardian of the passenger. If the 
operator is not the parent or legal guardian, the law enforcement officer shall 
obtain the name and address of the parent from the operator for the purpose 
of issuing and mailing a citation in lieu of arrest pursuant to § 55-10-207 to 
the parent or legal guardian. It is a violation of § 39-16-502 for the person 
to knowingly give false information to the law enforcement officer. 

(e) Any incorporated municipality may enact an ordinance that mirrors, 
substantially duplicates, or incorporates by cross-reference the language of 
§ 55-52-201 and this section. 
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History. 
Acts 2007, ch. 481, § 3. 


Cross-References. 
Penalty for Class C misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
a4], 


CHAPTER 53 
ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTIVE MOBILITY DEVICES 


Section 

55-53-101. “Electric personal assistive mobility device” defined. 
55-53-102. Governing provisions. 

55-53-103. Equipment requirements. 

55-53-104. Construction — Operation on highways. 

55-53-105. Regulation of use. 


55-53-101. “Electric personal assistive mobility device” defined. 


As used in this chapter, “electric personal assistive mobility device” or 
“KPAMD” means a self-balancing, two (2) nontandem wheeled device, designed 
to transport only one (1) person, with an electric propulsion system with 
average power of seven hundred fifty (750) watts or one horse power (1 hp.), 
whose maximum speed on a paved level surface, when powered solely by such 
a propulsion system while ridden by an operator who weighs one hundred 
seventy pounds (170 lbs.), is less than twenty miles per hour (20 mph). 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 734, § 2. 


55-53-102. Governing provisions. 


(a) The regulation and operation of EPAMDs shall be governed exclusively 
by this chapter. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, an EPAMD shall not be 
considered to be a “vehicle,” “motor vehicle,” “passenger motor vehicle,” 
“passenger car,” “motorcycle,” “motorized bicycle,” “motor bicycle,” “motor- 
driven cycle,” “motor scooter” or “all-terrain vehicle” within the meaning of the 
laws of this state and no provisions of law relating to vehicles, motor vehicles, 
passenger motor vehicles, passenger cars, motorcycles, motorized bicycles, 
motor bicycles, motor-driven cycles, motor scooters or all-terrain vehicles shall 
apply to EPAMDs unless specified in this chapter, including, but not limited to, 
any provisions of chapter 12, part 1 of this title and any law relating to motor 
vehicle registration, licensing, operation or equipment. 
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History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 734, § 3. 


55-53-103. Equipment requirements. 


An EPAMD shall be equipped with a system that when employed will enable 
the operator to bring the device to a controlled stop and, if the EPAMD is 
operated between one-half (4%) hour after sunset and one-half (14) hour before 
sunrise, front, rear and side reflectors and a lamp emitting a white light that, 
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while the EPAMD is in motion, illuminates the area in front of the operator 
and is visible from a distance of three hundred feet (300') in front of and from 
the sides of the EPAMD; provided, however, that the provisions of this section 
requiring the use of reflectors and a lamp during the period between one-half 
(%) hour after sunset and one-half (‘2) hour before sunrise shall be deemed to 
be satisfied if the operator of the EPAMD wears a personal headlight and 
reflectors. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 734, § 4. 


55-53-104. Construction — Operation on highways. 


(a) Nothing in this chapter or in any other law of this state shall be 
construed to limit the operation of an EPAMD on the public highways, 
sidewalks, bike trails and bicycle routes of this state except as otherwise set 
forth in this chapter. 

(b) A person operating an EPAMD shall obey all speed limits for motor 
vehicles and shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and human powered 
devices at all times. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter to the contrary, the 
department of transportation shall have the authority to regulate or prohibit 
the operation of EPAMDs on any highway within its jurisdiction if it deter- 
mines that the regulation or prohibition is necessary in the interest of public 
safety. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 734, § 5. 


55-53-105. Regulation of use. 


Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter to the contrary, no 
county, city or town may institute a general prohibition on the use or operation 
of EPAMDs; provided, that any county, city or town may reasonably regulate 
the use or operation of EPAMDs. The regulations may include the restriction, 
limitation or exclusion on the use or operation of EPAMDs, if necessary, in the 
interest of public safety or in the interest of the preservation of natural areas 
and only to the same extent as bicycles are restricted, limited or excluded. 


History. 
Acts 2002, ch. 734, § 6. 
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ABANDONMENT. 
Motor vehicles. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
§§55-16-103 to 55-16-1138. 


ACCIDENTS. 
Motor vehicles, §§55-10-101 to 55-10-120. 


ACTIONS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Financing sale of motor vehicles. 
Violations of provisions. 
Suits for damages sustained, 
§55-13-107. 
Warranties. 
Commencement against sellers or lessors, 
§55-24-111. 
Costs, §55-24-108. 
Election of remedies, §55-24-110. 
Limitation of actions, §55-24-107. 
Recreational vehicles. 
Carbon monoxide detectors. 
Lease or rental RVs to have detectors. 
Civil action to enforce, §55-9-218. 
Franchises. 
Civil action for damages, §55-28-111. 


ADS-OPERATED VEHICLES, §§55-30-101 
to 55-30-108. 

Accidents. 

ADS considered to be driver or operator for 
liability purposes, §55-30-106. 
Generally, §§55-10-101 to 55-10-120. 
Liability for accidents involving 
ADS-operated vehicle, §55-30-106. 
Reporting, §§55-10-101 to 55-10-107, 
55-12-104. 
Applicability of provisions, §55-30-108. 
Automated vehicles act. 
Title of act, §55-30-101. 

Certificates of registration. 

Carrying in vehicle, requirement, §55-4-108. 

Child passenger restraint systems, 
requirements, §55-9-602. 

Definitions, §55-30-102. 

Equipment and lighting regulations, 
§55-9-101. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 

Disabling of electronic communications 
display when autonomous technology 
disengaged, §55-30-104. 

Driverless operation, §55-30-103. 

When unlawful, criminal violation, 
§55-30-107. 

Drivers’ licenses. 

Exemptions from requirement, §55-50-304. 


ADS-OPERATED VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Electronic display for use by person 
inside vehicle, §55-30-104. 
Liability insurance requirements, 
§55-30-108. 
Localities not to prohibit autonomous 
vehicles, §§55-8-202, 55-30-105. 
Operation without human driver, 
§55-30-103. 
When unlawful, criminal violation, 
§55-30-107. 
Platoons. 
Carrying registration in vehicle or on 
driver’s person, §55-4-108. 
Definitions, §55-8-101. 
Following too closely, exceptions, §55-8-124. 
Operation of a platoon, §55-8-201. 
Safety belts, requirements, §55-9-603. 
Failure to wear belts, operator not to be 
fined for, §55-9-606. 
Scope of provisions, §55-30-108. 
Title of provisions, §55-30-101. 
Unattended motor vehicles, exception to 
provisions, §55-8-162. 


ADULT DAY CARE CENTERS. 
Senior citizens service centers. 
License plates. 
Government service license plates, 
§55-4-219. 


ADVERTISING. 
Automotive mobility dealers, §55-17-302. 


AFFIDAVITS. 
Manufactured homes affixed to property. 
Cancellation of motor vehicle title, 
§55-3-128. 


AFRICAN AMERICAN BREAST CANCER 
AWARENESS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-374. 


AGE. 
Motor vehicles. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Learners’ permits. 
Eligibility, §55-50-311. 
Persons not eligible for license, 
§55-50-303. 


AGED PERSONS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Automotive mobility dealers, §§55-17-301 to 
55-17-303. 
Yellow dot medical information program. 
Generally, §§55-20-301 to 55-20-309. 
Senior citizens service centers. 
License plates. 
Government service license plates, 
§55-4-219. 
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AGENTS. 
Automobile clubs and associations. 
Licenses. 
Fees, §55-18-106. 
Use for expenses of administration, 
§55-18-109. 
Required, §55-18-106. 
Licenses. 
Fees, §§55-18-106, 55-18-109. 
Required, §55-18-106. 


AGRICULTURE. 
Commercial driver licenses. 
Farm-related service industry employee 
restricted license, §55-50-414. 
License plates. 
Promoting agriculture, §§55-4-208, 
55-4-204, 55-4-298. 


AIR MEDAL (MERITORIOUS) 
RECIPIENTS. 
License plates, §§55-4-204, 55-4-260. 


AIR MEDAL (VALOR) RECIPIENTS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 


AIR POLLUTION. 
Motor vehicles. 
Emissions test. 
Grace period, §55-4-128. 
Waivers or variances. 
Rules, promulgation by board, 
§55-4-128. 


ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 
Containers. 

Open container law, §55-10-416. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 

§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 

Juvenile offenders. 

Motor vehicles, §§55-10-701 to 55-10-711. 
Minors. 

Motor vehicles. 

Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 
Motor vehicle accidents. 

Disclosure of use of drugs or alcohol as 
factor in accident, requirements, 
§55-10-120. 

Motor vehicles. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Commercial driver licenses. 
Driving under the influence. 
Penalties, §55-50-405. 
What constitutes, §55-50-408. 
Examination of applicants. 
Questions concerning alcohol, 
§55-50-322. 
Habitual drunkards not eligible for 
license, §55-50-308. 
Mandatory revocation of license for 


driving under influence, §55-50-501. 


Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 
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ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES —Cont’d 
Motor vehicles —Cont’d 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 

Open container law, §55-10-416. 

Tests for alcohol or drug content of blood. 
Breath or blood tests, §55-10-406. 
Collection and testing of sample, 

§55-10-408. 
Revocation of license for violation of 
provisions, §55-10-407. 
Open container law, §55-10-416. 
Tests for alcohol or drug content of 
blood. 
Breath or blood tests, §55-10-406. 
Collection and testing of sample, 
§55-10-408. 
Revocation of license for violation of 
provisions, §55-10-407. 


ALIENS. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Citizenship, proof. 
When required, §55-50-321. 
Persons not citizens or lawful permanent 
residents. 
Ineligibility for licensing, §55-50-303. 
Temporary driver license. 
Issuance to persons whose presence 
authorized by federal government, 
§55-50-331. 


ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES. 

Certificates of title, §55-3-101. 

Child safety in operation of off-highway 
vehicles, §§55-52-201, 55-52-202. 

Highway use, §55-8-185. 

Prohibited acts, §55-10-206. 

Unpaved streets, operation on, §55-8-185. 


ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 


ALPHA PHI ALPHA. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 


ALS AWARENESS. 
License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-372. 


ALUMNI PROGRAM OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE, 
KNOXVILLE. 

License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-340. 


AMATEUR RADIO. 
License plates for station licensees, 
§55-4-225. 


AMBULANCES. 
Emergency vehicle statute, §55-8-108. 


AMPHETAMINES. 

Driving under the influence of 
intoxicant, drug or drug producing 
stimulant, §§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 


AMYOTROPHIC LATERAL SCLEROSIS. 
ALS Awareness license plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-372. 
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ANATOMICAL GIFTS. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Statements of willingness, §55-50-352. 
Motor vehicles. 
Registration. 
Contributions not subject to fee 
commissions, §55-4-603. 
Participation by county clerks, §55-4-602. 
Voluntary contributions, §55-4-601. 
Organ procurement organizations. 
Flashing white or amber lights on motor 
vehicle. 
Exception to prohibition, §55-9-402. 


ANIMAL FRIENDLY LICENSE PLATES, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-317. 


ANIMAL POPULATION CONTROL 
ENDOWMENT FUND. 
License plates, §55-4-317. 


ANIMALS. 
Criminal law and procedure. 
Animal-driven vehicles. 
Intentional or careless violations of 
certain regulations, §55-8-178. 
Highways. 
Animal-drawn vehicles. 
Regulations governing, §55-8-178. 
Misdemeanors. 
Animal-driven vehicles. 
Intentional or careless violations of 
certain regulations, §55-8-178. 
Highways. 
Animal-drawn vehicles. 
Regulations governing, §55-8-178. 


ANTIQUE VEHICLES. 

Exemption from inspection 
requirements, §55-4-130. 

License plates, §§55-4-111, 55-4-203, 
55-4-204. 

Registration, §55-4-111. 


APPALACHIAN TRAIL. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-311. 


APPEALS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Suspension or revocation of license, 
§55-50-502. 
Financial responsibility. 
Order or act of commissioner, §55-12-103. 
Registration. 
Suspension or revocation. 
Judicial review, §55-5-119. 
Sales. 
Licenses. 
Motor vehicle commission. 
Judicial review of final decisions of 
commission, §55-17-116. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses. 
Judicial review of commission decisions, 
§55-17-409. 
Procedure, §55-17-410. 
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ARREST. 
Revenue department. 
Special investigations section. 
Police powers of employees, §55-2-102. 
Warrantless arrest. 
Arrest by officer without warrant. 
Motor vehicle accidents. 

Death or serious bodily injury involved 
and driver lacking license and 
evidence of financial responsibility, 
§55-10-119. 

Without warrant. 
Arrest by officer without warrant. 
Motor vehicle accidents. 

Death or serious bodily injury involved 
and driver lacking license and 
evidence of financial responsibility, 
§55-10-119. 


ARTS COMMISSION. 
License plates. 
Supporters of the arts license plates, 
§55-4-240. 
Allocation of revenue, §§55-4-217, 
55-4-290. 


ASSOCIATIONS. 

Automobile clubs and associations, 
§§55-18-101 to 55-18-109. 

Motor vehicles. 


Automobile clubs and associations, 
§§55-18-101 to 55-18-109. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW. 
Motor vehicles. 
Warranties. 
Fees of attorneys. 


Recovery of costs and expenses, 
§55-24-108. 


ATTORNEYS’ FEES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Warranties. 
Recovery of costs and expenses, 
§55-24-108. 


AUCTIONS AND AUCTIONEERS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Abandoned, immobile or unattended 
vehicles. 
Sale at auction of vehicle taken into 
custody, §55-16-106. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses. 
Additional licenses, §55-17-407. 
Not required, §55-17-418. 


AUTISM. 
License plates. 
Autism Awareness, §§55-4-203, 55-4-354. 


AUTOCYCLES. 
Defined, §55-1-103. 
Driver licenses, §§55-1-103, 55-50-102. 
Equipment and lighting regulations, 
§§55-8-101, 55-9-101. 
Financial responsibility law, §§55-1-103, 
55-12-102. 
Rules of the road, §§55-1-103, 55-8-101. 
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AUTOCYCLES —Cont’d 
Equipment. 
Child passenger restraint systems, 
required, §55-9-602. 
Exemption of autocycles, §55-9-308. 
Safety belts, required, §55-9-603. 


AUTOMATED VEHICLES ACT, 
§§55-30-101 to 55-30-108. 


AUTOMOBILE CLUBS AND 
ASSOCIATIONS, §§55-18-101 to 
55-18-109. 

Agents. 

Licenses. 

Fees, §55-18-106. 
Use for expenses of administration, 
§55-18-109. 
Required, §55-18-106. 

Authorization. 

Exclusive authorization for organization 
and operation of clubs and associations, 
§55-18-108. 

Automobile club services. 

Defined, §55-18-102. 

Bonds, surety, §55-18-105. 

Certificates of authority. 

Applications, §55-18-105. 

Bonds, surety, §55-18-105. 

Commissioner of commerce and insurance. 

Power of commissioner to grant and 
revoke, §55-18-103. 

Fees, §55-18-105. 

Use for expenses of administration, 
§55-18-109. 

Hearings, §55-18-103. 

Powers of commissioner, §§55-18-103, 
55-18-104. 

Required, §55-18-105. 

Rules and regulations, §55-18-103. 

Violation. 
Penalty, §55-18-107. 

Criminal law and procedure. 

Violation of law or rules and regulations, 
§55-18-107. 

Definitions, §§55-18-101, 55-18-102. 

Fines. 

Violation of laws or rules and regulations, 
§55-18-107. 

Licenses. 

Agent, §55-18-106. 

Misdemeanors. 

Violation of laws or rules and regulations, 
§55-18-107. 

Names. 

Similarity of names prohibited, §55-18-103. 

Prison terms. 

Violation of laws or rules and regulations, 
§55-18-107. 

Rules and regulations. 

Commissioner of commerce and insurance, 
§55-18-103. 

Violations. 

Penalty, §55-18-107. 
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AUTOMOBILE CLUBS AND 
ASSOCIATIONS —Cont’d 
Service of process. 
Appointment of agent for service of process, 
§55-18-105. 
Trip interruption services. 
Defined, §55-18-102. 
Violations of provisions. 
Penalty, §55-18-107. 


AUTOMOTIVE MOBILITY DEALERS, 
§§55-17-301 to 55-17-3038. 
Adapted vehicles. 
Defined, §55-17-301. 
Advertising, §55-17-302. 
Definitions, §55-17-301. 
Franchising, §55-17-303. 
Licenses, §55-17-302. 
Mobility equipment. 
Defined, §55-17-301. 


AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES. 

Automated driving systems, §§55-30-101 to 
55-30-108. 

Automated vehicles act, §§55-30-101 to 
55-30-108. 

Localities not to prohibit, §§55-8-202, 
55-30-1085. 


B 


BAIL AND RECOGNIZANCE. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Deposit of license in lieu of bail, 
§§55-50-801 to 55-50-8085. 
Motor vehicles. 
Admission to bail, §55-10-203. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Deposit of license in lieu of bail, 
§§55-50-801 to 55-50-805. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Admission to bail, §55-10-203. 


BAILMENTS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Theft of motor vehicle from bailee. 
Reporting, §55-5-130. 
BARBITURATES. 
Driving under the influence of 


intoxicant, drug or drug producing 
stimulant, §§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 


BASKETBALL. 
Memphis Grizzlies. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-336. 


BEDS OF TRUCKS. 
Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 


BEES. 
License plates. 
Save the bees, §§55-4-203, 55-4-318. 


BICYCLE LANES. 
Operating motor vehicles within, 
§55-8-205. 
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BICYCLE PROTECTION ACT OF 2007, 
§55-8-175. 


BICYCLES. 

Bicycle paths. 

Use, §55-8-175. 

Brakes, §55-8-177. 

Carrying articles on bicycles, §55-8-176. 

Child safety, §§55-52-101 to 55-52-106. 
Citation of chapter, §55-52-101. 
Declaration of legislature, §55-52-102. 

Purpose of act, §55-52-104. 

Definitions, §55-52-103. 

Findings of legislature, §55-52-102. 

Penalties for violations, §55-52-106. 

Purpose of chapter, §55-52-104. 

Rules and regulations, §55-52-105. 

Short title, §55-52-101. 

Clinging to vehicles. 

Prohibited, §55-8-174. 

Criminal law and procedure. 

Carrying articles on bicycles rendering rider 
unsafe, §55-8-176. 

Clinging to vehicles, §55-8-174. 

Failure of persons riding bicycles to obey 
applicable traffic laws, §55-8-172. 

Improper utilization of lamps or other 
equipment on bicycles, §55-8-177. 

Unlawful bicycle riding on roadways, 
§55-8-175. 

Unlawful practices in riding on bicycles or 
play vehicles, §55-8-173. 

Violations of applicable traffic laws, 
§55-8-171. 

Defined, §55-8-101. 

Electric bicycles, §§55-8-301 to 55-8-307. 
Age requirements, §55-8-307. 
Definitions, §55-8-301. 

Equipment requirements, §55-8-305. 

Helmets, §55-8-307. 

Highways. 

Applicability of traffic laws to persons 
riding bicycles on highways, 
§§55-8-171, 55-8-172. 

Operation on street, highway, path, or 
trail, §55-8-306. 

Labels, §55-8-3038. 

Requirements and laws applicable to, 
§55-8-302. 

Unlawful modifications, §55-8-304. 

Equipment, §55-8-177. 

Helmets, §§55-52-104, 55-52-105. 

Electric bicycles, §55-8-307. 

Protective bicycle helmet. 

Defined, §55-52-103. 

Highways. 

Applicability of traffic laws to persons 
riding bicycles on highways, 
§§55-8-171, 55-8-172. 

Riding on roadways, §55-8-175. 

Intersections with traffic control signals. 
Bicycles unable to trigger vehicle detection 

device, §55-8-110. 

Jeff Roth and Brian Brown Bicycle 

Protection Act of 2007, §55-8-175. 
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BICYCLES —Cont’d 
Lamps, §55-8-177. 
License plates. 
Share the Road license plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-312. 
Lights, §55-8-177. 
Misdemeanors. 
Carrying articles on bicycles rendering rider 
unsafe, §55-8-176. 
Clinging to vehicles, §55-8-174. 
Failure of persons riding bicycles to obey 
applicable traffic laws, §55-8-172. 
Improper utilization of lamps or other 
equipment on bicycles, §55-8-177. 
Unlawful bicycle riding on roadways, 
§55-8-175. 
Unlawful practices in riding on bicycles or 
play vehicles, §55-8-173. 
Violations of applicable traffic laws, 
§55-8-171. 
Motor vehicles overtaking and passing. 
Clearance between motorist and bicyclist to 
be established and maintained, 
§55-8-175. 
Parent and child. 
Violations of applicable traffic laws. 
Parent or guardian not to authorize, 
§55-8-171. 
Passengers. 
Restriction on number, §55-8-173. 
Police and other law enforcement 
officers. 
Certified police cyclist. 
Defined, §55-8-101. 
Highways. © 
Regulations governing nonmotor vehicles, 
§55-8-178. 
Riding on bicycles, §55-8-173. 
Riding on roadways and bicycle paths, 
§55-8-175. 
Stopping, standing or parking, §55-8-160. 
Restraining seats. 
Child safety generally, §§55-52-101 to 
55-52-106. 
Riding on bicycles. 
Restrictions, §55-8-173. 
Sidewalks. 
Parking on sidewalks, §55-8-160. 


BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-386. 


BLIND PERSONS. 
Criminal law and procedure. 
Canes. 
Unlawful carrying of raised identifying 
cane, §55-8-179. 
Pedestrians lead by guide dog or carrying 
identifying cane. 
Failure to yield right of way as 
misdemeanor, §55-8-180. 
Guide dogs. 
Right of way. 
Pedestrians led by guide dogs, §55-8-180. 
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BLIND PERSONS —Cont’d 
Misdemeanors. 
Canes. 
Unlawful carrying of raised identifying 
cane, §55-8-179. 
Pedestrians led by guide dog or carrying 
identifying cane. 
Failure to yield right of way to, 
§55-8-180. 
Schools. 
Right of way. 
Pedestrians led by guide dogs, §55-8-180. 
Streets. 
Canes. 
Exclusive right to carry raised identifying 
cane, §55-8-179. 
Right of way of pedestrians carrying 
identifying cane, §55-8-180. 
Guide dogs. 
Right of way of pedestrians led by guide 
dogs, §55-8-180. 


BLOOD TESTS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Tests for alcohol or drug content of blood, 
§55-10-406. 
Collection and testing of sample, 
§55-10-408. 
Revocation of license for violation of 
provisions, §55-10-407. 


BLUE FLASHING EMERGENCY LIGHTS. 


Unlawful on motor vehicles other than 
law enforcement vehicles, §55-9-414. 


BLUE STAR FAMILIES. 
License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 
55-4-265. 


BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Sales. 
Licenses. 
Motor vehicle commission, §§55-17-103 
to 55-17-107. 


BOATS. 
Dealer license plates for manufacturers 
and dealers of boats. 
Issuance, §55-4-226. 
Special purpose license plates. 
Definition to include boat dealers, 
§55-4-201. 
Transportation of boats. 
Registration of vehicles. 
No tax on boat trailers, §55-4-111. 


BODY CAVITY SEARCHES. 
Driving under the influence, §55-10-411. 


BONDS, SURETY. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§55-18-105. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses. 
Applications, §55-17-405. 
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BRAIN INJURY. 
Drivers’ licenses. 

Indication on license or identification as to 
acquired brain injury, intellectual 
disability or developmental disability, 
§55-50-307. 

Photo identification cards. 

Indication on identification as to acquired 
brain injury, intellectual disability or 
developmental disability, §55-50-307. 


BRAKES. 
Bicycles, §55-8-177. 


BREAST CANCER. 
License plates. 
African American Breast Cancer Awareness 
license plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-374. 
Driving to a cure (Pink Ribbon), §§55-4-203, 
55-4-349. 
Tennessee Breast Cancer Coalition, 
§55-4-203. 


BRIDGES. 
Parking. 
Stopping, standing or parking on bridge 
prohibited, §55-8-160. 
Speed. 
Vehicles crossing bridges, §55-8-156. 


BRONZE STAR (MERITORIOUS) 
RECIPIENTS. 
License plates, §55-4-260. 


BRONZE STAR (VALOR) RECIPIENTS. 
License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 
55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 


BUMPERS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Bumpers required, §55-9-215. 


BUMPER STICKERS. 
Obscene or patently offensive bumper 
stickers. 
Prohibited, §55-8-187. 


BUSES. 
Defined, §55-8-101. 
Equipment. 
Emergency parts and accessories, 
§55-9-102. 
Warning devices, §55-9-102. 
Display during period of disablement, 
§55-9-103. 
Display when vehicle stopped for causes 
other than disablement, §55-9-104. 
Length limitations, §55-7-204. 
Publicly owned transit systems. 
Exemption from length limitations, 
§55-7-207. 
Publicly owned transit systems. 
Defined, §55-7-207. 
Exemption from weight and length 
requirements, §55-7-207. 
Railroads. 
Stopping at railroad grade crossings. 
Required, §55-8-147. 
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BUSES —Cont’d 
Warning devices, §§55-9-102 to 55-9-104. 
Publicly owned transit systems. 


Exemption from weight limitations, 
§55-7-207. 


CAMERAS. 
School buses. 
Exterior cameras, traffic enforcement, 
§55-8-151. 
Traffic law enforcement by camera, 
§55-8-198. 


CANCER. 

African American Breast Cancer 
Awareness license plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-374. 

Childhood Cancer Awareness license 
plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-375. 


CAPITOL BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 
Motor vehicles. 

Parking, §55-8-186. 
Parking. 

Responsibility for illegal parking, §55-8-186. 


CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS. 
Recreational vehicles. 
Lease or rental vehicles to have detectors, 
§55-9-218. 


CAR SHARING PROGRAM INSURANCE 
COVERAGE, §$55-12-301 to 55-12-311. 
Car sharing delivery period. 
Defined, §55-12-301. 
Car sharing period. 
Coverage during, §55-12-302. 
Defined, §55-12-301. 
Car sharing program agreement. 
Defined, §55-12-301. 
Car sharing start time. 
Defined, §55-12-301. 
Car sharing termination time. 
Defined, §55-12-301. 
Driver license verification, §55-12-308. 
Equipment. 
Responsibility for equipment, §55-12-309. 
Exclusions in liability policies. 
Effect of provisions on exclusions, 
§55-12-304. 
Indemnification. 
Disclosures to shared vehicle owners and 
shared vehicle drivers, §55-12-307. 
Equipment. 
Responsibility for equipment, §55-12-309. 
Liens against shared vehicle. 
Implications, notification, §55-12-303. 
Peer-to-peer car sharing. 
Defined, §55-12-301. 
Peer-to-peer car sharing program. 
Defined, §55-12-301. 
Recalls. 
Automobile safety recalls, §55-12-310. 
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CAR SHARING PROGRAM INSURANCE 
COVERAGE —Cont’d 
Records, §55-12-305. 
Data retention, §55-12-308. 
Rental car companies. 
Defined, §55-12-301. 
Shared vehicle drivers. 
Defined, §55-12-301. 
Indemnification. 
Disclosures to shared vehicle owners and 
shared vehicle drivers, §55-12-307. 
Shared vehicle owners. 
Defined, §55-12-301. 
Indemnification. 
Disclosures to shared vehicle owners and 
shared vehicle drivers, §55-12-307. 
Shared vehicles. 
Defined, §55-12-301. 
Vicarious liability. 
Exemption from vicarious liability for 
program and owner, §55-12-306. 


CATALOGUE OR MAIL ORDER SALES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Registration and licensing by mail order, 
§55-4-105. 


CELLULAR TELEPHONES. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Electronic driver license system to present 
proof of valid license, §55-50-306. 
Learner’s permit. 
Operation of vehicle while using mobile 
telephone, §55-50-311. 
School buses. 
Use while driving, §55-8-192. 
Traffic laws. 
Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 


CENTER FOR LIVING AND LEARNING. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-381. 


CERTIFICATES OF TITLE. 
Motor vehicles, §§55-3-101 to 55-3-130. 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-379. 


CHANCERY COURTS. 
License plates. 
Judiciary plates, §§55-4-208, 55-4-204, 
55-4-221. 


CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-375. 


CHILD PASSENGER RESTRAINT 
SYSTEMS. 
Criminal law and procedure. 
Violations of requirements, §55-9-602. 
Fines, $55-9-602. 
Misdemeanors. 
Violations of requirement, §55-9-602. 
Required, §55-9-602. 
Programs to increase compliance, 
§55-9-610. 


CHILD PASSENGER RESTRAINT 
SYSTEMS —Contd 
Safety belts. 
Generally, §§55-9-601 to 55-9-610. 


CHILDREN. 
Alcoholic beverages. 
Motor vehicles. ; 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 
Bicycle safety. 
General provisions, §§55-52-101 to 
55-52-106. 


CHILDREN FIRST! LICENSE PLATES, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-291. 


CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL AT JOHNSON 
CITY MEDICAL CENTER. 
License plates, $55-4-345. 


CHOOSE LIFE LICENSE PLATES, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-350. 


CIRCUIT COURTS. 
Judges. 

License plates. 

Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-221. 

License plates. 

Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 

55-4-221. 


CITATIONS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Misdemeanors. 
Traffic citation in lieu of arrest, 
§55-10-207. 
Uniform traffic citation form, §55-10-208. 


CITIZENSHIP. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Proof of citizenship. 
When required, §55-50-321. 


CIVIL AIR PATROL. 
License plates. 
Emergency plates. 
Eligibility, §55-4-223. 


CIVIL DEFENSE. 
License plates. 
Emergency plates. 
Eligibility, §55-4-223. 
CIVIL RIGHTS. 


License plates. 
National civil rights museum, §55-4-203. 


CIVIL WAR PRESERVATION. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-321. 


CLUBS. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§§55-18-101 to 55-18-109. 


CO-2. 
Recreational vehicles. 


Lease or rental vehicles to have detectors, 
§55-9-218. 
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COAST GUARD AUXILIARY. 
License plates, $$55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-270. 


COASTING. 
Motor vehicle. 
Prohibited, §55-8-167. 


COMMERCIAL WHITE WATER 
RAFTING. 
Size and weight of motor vehicles. 
Maximums, exceptions, §55-7-202. 


COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS. 
Driving under the influence. 
Substance abuse treatment program as 2 
condition of probation. 
Use of monitoring system, §55-10-402. 


COMMUNITY SERVICE. 
Motor vehicle violations. 
Community service in leu of fines and 
costs, §55-50-507. 


COMPACT DISC PLAYERS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Excessive noise from amplification system, 
§55-8-193. 


COMPACTS. 
Driver's licenses. 
Interstate driver license compact, 
$§55-50-901 to 55-50-903. 


COMPROMISE AND SETTLEMENT. 
Motor vehicles. 
Warranties. 
Informal! dispute settlement procedure, 
§55-24-106. 


COMPUTERS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Records. 
Access by law enforcement officers, 
§55-21-109. 


CONFEDERATE VETERANS. 
Sons of Confederate veterans license 
plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4322. 


CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION. 
Driving while impaired. 
Ignition interlock devices. 
Confidentiality of information about 
program participants, §55-10-423. 
Ignition interlock devices. 
Confidentiality of information about 
program participants, §55-10-423. 
Motor vehicle accident reports. 
Prohibited uses, §55-10-108. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility. 
Verification program, §55-12-209. 
Motor vehicle records. 
Disclosure of information in connection with 
motor vehicle records generally, 
§§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 


CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR 
RECIPIENTS. 
License plates, $$55-4-250, 55-4-258. 
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CONSENT. 
Implied consent. 
Motor vehicles. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Implied consent to breath test for 
alcohol content of blood, 
§55-10-406. 


CONSTABLES. 
Fees. 

Speeding violations. 

Making arrests, §55-8-152. 

License plates. 

Emergency plates, §55-4-223. 
Speeding violations. 

Fee for making arrests, §55-8-152. 


CONSUMER CREDIT. 
Consumer reports. 

Traffic law enforcement by camera, 
transactions not disclosed to consumer 
reporting agencies and not include on 
credit reports, §55-8-198. 

Credit reports. 

Traffic law enforcement by camera, 
transactions not disclosed to consumer 
reporting agencies and not include on 
credit reports, §55-8-198. 


CONSUMER PROTECTION. 
Lemon law. 
Motor vehicles. 
Warranties, §§55-24-101 to 55-24-112. 
Motor vehicles. 
Lemon law. 
Warranties, §§55-24-101 to 55-24-112. 


CONTRABAND. 
Motor vehicles. 
Stolen vehicles, §55-5-108. 


CONTRACT CARRIERS. 
Passenger contract carrier safety act, 
§§55-20-201 to 55-20-204. 


CONTRACTS. 
Traffic enforcement by camera. 
Continuing conformity of contracts to state 
law as revised, §55-8-198. 


CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 


CONVICTIONS. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Interstate driver license compact, 
§55-50-902. 
Motor vehicles. 
Financial responsibility, §§55-12-113 to 
55-12-117. 
Parental notification. 
Learners’ permits and intermediate 
licenses, §55-50-311. 


CORONERS. 
Automobiles. 
Accidents involving death. 
Reports, §55-10-112. 


CORONERS —Cont’d 
Motor vehicles. 
Accidents involving death. 
Reports, §55-10-112. 


COSTS. 
Bicycle safety violations, §55-52-106. 
Motor vehicles. 

Warranties. 


Recovery of costs and expenses, 
§55-24-108. 


COTTON. 
Modules. 
Motor vehicles. 
Maximum length and width. 
Vehicles transporting, §55-7-115. 
Motor vehicles. 
Modules. 
Maximum length and width. 
Vehicles transporting, §55-7-115. 
Special permits. 
Length and width of vehicles 
transporting, §55-7-205. 


COTTON MODULES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Maximum length and width. 
Vehicles transporting, §55-7-115. 
Special permits. 
Length and width of vehicle transporting, 
§55-7-205. 


COUNTIES. 
Contracts. 
Traffic enforcement by camera. 
Continuing conformity of contracts to 
state law as revised, §55-8-198. 
County clerks. 
Motor vehicle certificates of title. 
Contracts with clerks to provide services, 
§55-3-114. 
Motor vehicle registration. 
Delinquency in duties, §55-6-105. 
Duties generally, §55-6-105. 
Fees, §55-6-104. 
Review of driver records, §55-4-105. 
Motor vehicle registration records. 
Accessibility of records kept by county 
clerks, §55-2-106. 
Motor vehicles. 
Records. 

Disclosure of information in connection 
with motor vehicle records, 
§§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 

Funeral processions. 
Traffic laws. 
Properly identified processions. 

Adoption of provisions, §55-8-183. 

Highways. 
Safety programs, §§55-20-101, 55-20-102. 
Speed limits. 
Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 
License plates. 
Government service license plates, 
§55-4-219. 
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COUNTIES —Cont’d 
Low speed vehicles. 
Prohibitions, §55-8-191. 
Medium speed vehicles. 
Prohibitions, §55-8-191. 
Motor vehicles. 
Racing, county regulatory authority, 
§55-22-102. 
Speed limits. 
Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Traffic enforcement by camera. 
Contracts. 
Continuing conformity of contracts to 
state law as revised, §55-8-198. 
Speed limits. 


Establishing special speed limits, §55-8-152. 


Business, urban or residential districts or 
congested or dangerous intersections, 
§55-8-153. 

Taxation. 
Wheel tax. 

Fine for failure to pay, §55-4-105. 

License plate renewal. 

Back tax payment as condition of 
renewal, §55-4-105. 

Records, period to be maintained by 
county clerk, §55-4-103. 

Traffic enforcement by camera. 
Contracts. 
Continuing conformity of contracts to 
state law as revised, §55-8-198. 
Wheel tax. 
Fine for failure to pay, §55-4-105. 
License plate renewal. 

Back tax payment as condition of 
renewal, §55-4-105. 

Records, period to be maintained by county 
clerk, §55-4-103. 


COURT OF APPEALS. 
Judges. 

License plates. 

Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-221. 

License plates. 

Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 

55-4-221. 


COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS. 
Judges. 

License plates. 

Judiciary plates, §§$55-4-208, 55-4-204, 
55-4-221. 

License plates. 

Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 

55-4-221. 


COURTS OF GENERAL SESSIONS. 
Judges. 

License plates. 

Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-221. 

License plates. 

Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 

55-4-221. 
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CREDIT. 
Credit reports. 

Traffic law enforcement by camera, 
transactions not disclosed to consumer 
reporting agencies and not include on 
credit reports, §55-8-198. 


CREDIT CARDS. 
Motor vehicle registration and titling. 
Acceptance in payment of fees, §55-2-113. 


CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE. 
ADS-operated vehicles. 
Driverless operation, §55-30-107. 
Airbags. 
Counterfeit components, §55-9-108. 
Defeating warning system by selling, 
installing, etc, devices, §55-9-108. 
Animals. 
Animal-driven vehicles. 
Intentional or careless violations of 
certain regulations, §55-8-178. 
Automobile clubs and associations. 
Violation of law or rules and regulations, 
§55-18-107. 
Beds of trucks. 
Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 
Bicycles. 
Violations of applicable traffic laws, 
§55-8-171. 
Blind persons. 
Canes. 
Unlawful carrying of raised identifying 
cane, §55-8-179. 
Pedestrians led by guide dog or carrying 
identifying cane. 
Failure to yield right of way as 
misdemeanor, §55-8-180. 
Bumper stickers. 
Obscene or patently offensive, §55-8-187. 
Child passenger restraint systems. 
Violations of requirements, §55-9-602. 
Chop shops, §§55-5-201 to 55-5-206. 
Convictions. 
Motor vehicles. 
Abstract of record of traffic cases, 
§55-10-306. 
Financial responsibility, §§55-12-113 to 
55-12-117. 
Report to department, §55-10-306. 
Traffic violation conviction fee, 
§55-10-315. 
Deaf persons. 
Dogs. 
Blaze orange dog leashes. 
Use restricted to deaf persons, 
§55-8-179. 
Dogs. 
Blaze orange dog leashes. 

Use restricted to deaf persons, §55-8-179. 
Drag racing, §§55-10-501 to 55-10-5038. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 

§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 
Emergency vehicles. 

Bells, sirens or exhaust whistles. 

Failure to equip emergency vehicles, 

§55-9-201. 
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CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE 

—Cont’d 

Emergency vehicles —Cont’d 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 
Fires and fire prevention. 
Motor vehicles. 
Crossing fire hose, §55-8-169. 
Following fire apparatus, §55-8-168. 
Forfeitures. 
Driving under the influence. 
Vehicle seized and forfeited, §55-10-414. 
Habitual offenders. 
Motor vehicles. 

Petition for reinstatement of license, 

§55-10-601. 
Highways. 
Nonmotor vehicles. 
Violations of regulations governing, 
§55-8-178. 
Hitchhiking, §55-8-139. 
HOV lanes. 
Unauthorized use, §55-8-188. 
Ignition interlock devices. 
Driving without device. 
Criminal offense punished by fine and 
imprisonment, §55-50-504. 
Offenses involving, §55-10-417. 
Kickbacks. 
Towing unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
§55-16-113. 
Labor. 
Motor vehicles. 

Requiring or permitting employee to 
operate any vehicle contrary to law, 
§55-10-202. 

License plates. 

Display violations, §55-4-110. 
Motorcycles. 

Equipment. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 

Violations of provisions, §55-9-306. 

Lights. 

Lack of certain required headlamps on 

motorcycles, §55-9-403. 
Riding on motorcycles. 

Child riders. 

Footpegs, feet to be on, §55-8-164. 
Motorized bicycles. 
Equipment. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 

Violations of provisions, §55-9-306. 

Motor vehicle accident reports. 
Use of report for solicitation by holder of 
professional license, §55-10-108. | 
Motor vehicle equipment. 
Supplemental restraint systems or airbags. 
Counterfeit components, §55-9-108. 
Defeating warning systems, §55-9-108. 
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CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE 

—Cont’d 

Motor vehicle financial responsibility. 
Failure to provide proof, §55-12-139. 
Verification program, false or fraudulent 

information provided, §55-12-210. 

Motor vehicles. 

Abstract of record of traffic cases, 
§55-10-306. 
Disabilities, persons with. 

Parking in space reserved for, §§55-8-160, 
55-21-108. 

Dismantling and recycling vehicles. 

Noncompliance with requirements 
regarding purchase of vehicles, 
§55-3-203. 

Excessive noise from motor vehicle, 
§55-8-193. 
Municipal corporations. 

Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 

Racing, insurance of general public. 

Violation of requirement, §55-22-104. 

Safety belt violations, §55-9-603. 
Traffic laws. 

Failure to yield right of way resulting in 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 

Unattended children in motor vehicles, 
§55-10-803. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles. 

Notification to law enforcement prior to 
towing if owner not present, 
violation, §55-16-105. 

Municipal corporations. 
Motor vehicles. 

Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 

Obscenity. 
Bumper stickers. 

Obscene or patently offensive bumper 
stickers, §55-8-187. 

Off-highway vehicles. 

Child safety in operation of off-highway 
vehicles. 

Fine for violations, §55-52-202. 

Operation violations, §55-8-203. 

Open container law, §55-10-416. 

Pickup trucks. 

Transporting child in truck bed, §55-8-189. 

Recreational vehicle sales licenses. 
Injunctions, violations, §55-17-412. 

School buses. 

Discharging passengers. 
Violations of requirements, §55-8-151. 
Driver operating mobile telephone while 
driving, §55-8-192. 
Failure to stop for school bus, §55-8-151. 

Slow poke law, §55-8-204. 

Solid waste vehicles. 

Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 

Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 


INDEX 


CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE 
—Cont’d 
Supplemental restraint systems (SRS). 

Counterfeit components, §55-9-108. 

Defeating warning system by selling, 
installing, etc, devices, §55-9-108. 

Television. 
Prohibited in motor vehicles, §55-9-105. 
Traffic laws. 

Failure to yield right of way resulting in 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 

Truck beds. 
Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles. 
Kickbacks for towing, §55-16-113. 
Utility vehicles. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 
Vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 
Warrantless arrest. 
Arrest by officer without warrant. 
Motor vehicle accidents. 

Death or serious bodily injury involved 
and driver lacking license and 
evidence of financial responsibility, 
§55-10-119. 


CROSSWALKS. 

Failure to yield right of way to 
pedestrian resulting in serious bodily 
injury or death, §55-8-197. 

Stopping, standing or parking on, 
§55-8-160. 


CURBSTONING. 

Authority of police department to take 
custody of vehicles used in, 
§55-16-104. 

Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
§55-16-103. 
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DAMAGES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Hazardous waste spills, §55-10-314. 
Private property. 
Moving motor vehicle located on private 
property. 
Treble damages, §55-5-124. 
Recreational vehicle franchises. 
Civil action for damages, §55-28-111. 
Treble damages. 
Chop shops. 
Civil remedies, §55-5-206. 


DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION. 
License plates, §55-4-203. 
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DEAF PERSONS. 
Criminal law and procedure. 
Dogs. 
Blaze orange dog leashes. 

Use restricted to deaf persons, 

§55-8-179. 
Dogs. 
Blaze orange dog leashes. 
Use restricted to deaf persons, §55-8-179. 
Misdemeanors. 
Dogs. 
Blaze orange dog leashes. 

Use restricted to deaf persons, 

§55-8-179. 
Motor vehicles. 
Decals or placards for deaf drivers, 

§55-21-112. 

Registration. 
Deaf owners, §55-21-112. 

Designation in database of owner or 
lessee as deaf or hard of hearing, 
§55-4-139. 

Streets. 
Blaze orange dog leashes. 
Use restricted to deaf persons, §55-8-179. 


DEALER LICENSE PLATES, §§55-4-117 to 
55-4-119, 55-4-226. 

Applications, §55-4-226. 

Boat dealers. 

Issuance of registration plates to 
manufacturers and dealers of boats, 
§55-4-226. 

Special purpose license plates. 

Definition to include boat dealers, 

§55-4-201. 

Eligibility, §55-17-125. 
Enumeration of categories, §55-4-203. 
Expiration, §55-4-226. 
Fees, §55-4-204. 
Persons eligible for issuance, §55-4-226. 
Renewal, §55-4-226. 
Rules and regulations, §55-4-226. 
Suspension or revocation, §55-5-118. 

Judicial review, §55-5-119. 

Return of evidences of registration by 
owner, §55-5-119. 

Special plates, §55-5-118. 

Temporary plates where dealer plates 
cannot be used, §55-4-226. 


DEATH. 
Recreational vehicle franchises. 
Deceased, incapacitated, or retired dealer. 
Succession to dealership by family 
member, §55-28-106. 
Traffic laws. 
Failure to yield right of way causing serious 
bodily injury or death, §55-8-197. 


DEBIT CARDS. 
Motor vehicle registration and titling. 
Acceptance in payment of fees, §55-2-113. 
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DEFENSES. 
Bicycle safety violations, §55-52-106. 
Motor vehicles. 

Warranties, §55-24-103. 
Off-highway vehicles. 

Child safety in operation of off-highway 

vehicles. 
Permissible conduct, §55-52-202. 

School buses. 

Use of telephone while driving, §$55-8-192. 


DEFINED TERMS. 
Abandoned motor vehicles, §55-16-103. 
Accident. 
Motor vehicle accidents, §55-10-101. 
Accident response service fees. 
Motor vehicle accidents, §55-10-108. 
Acquired brain injury. 
Drivers’ licenses or photo identification, 
indication on, §55-50-307. 
Adapted vehicles. 
Automotive mobility dealers, §55-17-301. 
ADS. 
Automated vehicles act, §55-30-102. 
Equipment and lighting regulations, 
§55-9-101. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
ADS-operated vehicle. 
Automated vehicles act, §55-30-102. 
Equipment and lighting regulations, 
§55-9-101. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Airbags. 
Supplemental restraint systems, 
counterfeiting or defeating, §55-9-108. 
Alcohol or alcoholic beverages. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
All-terrain vehicles. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Alternative facilities. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§55-10-402. 
Appropriate helmet. 
Off-highway vehicles, child safety in 
operation, §55-52-201. 
Approved muffler. 
Engine compression braking devices. 
Restrictions on use by truck tractors and 
semitrailers, §55-7-117. 
Area of sales responsibility. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 
Arterial streets. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Authorized emergency vehicles. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Autocycles, §55-1-103. 
Driver licenses, §§55-1-103, 55-50-102. 
Equipment and lighting regulations, 
§§55-8-101, 55-9-101. 
Financial responsibility law, §§55-1-103, 
55-12-102. 
Rules of the road, §§55-1-103, 55-8-101. 
Automated driving system. 
Automated vehicles act, §55-30-102. 


DEFINED TERMS —Cont’d 
Automated driving system —Cont’d 

Equipment and lighting regulations, 
§55-9-101. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 

Automated driving system-operated 
vehicle. 

Automated vehicles act, §55-30-102. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Automated license plate recognition 

system. 

Limitation on storage of data, §55-10-302. 
Automobile auctions, §55-17-102. 
Automobile club or association, 

§55-18-101. 
Automobile club service. 

Automobile clubs and associations, 
§55-18-102. 

Automobile liability insurer. 

Insurance verification program, §55-12-203. 
Automotive dismantlers and recyclers, 

§55-17-102. 

Rebuilt motor vehicles, §55-3-201. 
Automotive fluid collection center. 

Used oil collection and recycling 
promotional campaign, §55-4-133. 

Automotive mobility dealers, §55-17-301. 
Autonomous technology. 

Autonomous vehicles, localities not to 

prohibit, §55-8-202. 
Bail bond service. 

Automobile clubs and associations, 
§55-18-102. 

Bicycle lane, §55-8-205. 
Bicycles. 

Child safety, §55-52-103. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Bonds. 

Driver licenses. 

Reciprocity agreements, §55-50-701. 

Motor vehicle financial responsibility law, 
§55-12-102. 

Buses. 

Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Business district. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Businesses. 

Motor vehicle registration, §55-4-104. 
Buy. 

Motor vehicle sales financing, $55-13-101. 
Buying and selling service. 

Automobile clubs and associations, 

§55-18-102. 
Camera. 

School buses, exterior cameras, §55-8-151. 

Cancellation of driver’s license, 
§55-50-102. 
Captured plate data. 

Automated license plate recognition system, 
limitation on storage of data, 
§55-10-302. 

Carriers. 

Motor vehicle insurance verification 

program, §55-12-203. 
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DEFINED TERMS —Cont’d 
Car sharing delivery period. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§55-12-301. 
Car sharing period. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§55-12-301. 
Car sharing program agreement. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§55-12-301. 
Car sharing start time. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§55-12-301. 
Car sharing termination time. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§55-12-301. 
Certified driving instructors, §55-50-102. 
Certified police cyclist. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Chauffeurs, §55-50-102. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Chief instructor. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety, 
§55-51-101. 
Chop shop, §55-5-202. 
Citations. 
Driver licenses. 
Reciprocity agreements, §55-50-701. 
Class 1 electric bicycle, §55-8-301. 
Class I off-highway vehicle. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Class II off-highway vehicle. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Class 2 electric bicycle, §55-8-301. 
Class 3 electric bicycle, $55-8-301. 
Clay truck. 
Maximum weight per axle or group of axles, 
§55-7-203. 
Closed title. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 
§55-17-401. 
Coal trucks, §55-7-208. 
Coerce. 
Recreational vehicle franchises, $55-28-110. 
Collateral. 
Driver licenses. 
Reciprocity agreements, §55-50-701. 
Collateral charges. 
Motor vehicle warranties, §55-24-103. 
Collegiate license plates. 
Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Collegiate plate. 
Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Commerce. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Commercial automobile coverage. 
Insurance verification program, §55-12-2038. 
Commercial driver certificates, 
§55-50-102. 
Commercial driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Commercial driver training school, 
§55-19-109. 
Commercial motor vehicles, §55-50-102. 
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DEFINED TERMS —Cont’d 
Comparable motor vehicle. 

Motor vehicle warranties, §55-24-103. 
Components. 

Motor vehicle antitheft provisions, 
§55-5-106. 

Consumer reporting agency. 

Traffic law enforcement by camera, 
transactions not disclosed to consumer 
reporting agencies and not include on 
credit reports, §55-8-198. 

Consumer reports. 

Traffic law enforcement by camera, 
transactions not disclosed to consumer 
reporting agencies and not include on 
credit reports, §55-8-198. 

Consumers. 

Motor vehicle warranties, §55-24-101. 
Continuously flashing light system. 

Motorcycles, §55-9-402. 
Controlled-access highways. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Controlled substances. 

Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Converter dolly, §55-9-405. 
Convictions. 

Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 

Interstate driver license compact, 
§55-50-902. 
Suspension and revocation, §55-50-508. 
Cooperatives. 

Lights on highway maintenance or utility 
vehicles, §55-9-402. 

Televisions in motor vehicles, §55-9-105. 

Counterfeit supplemental restraint 
system components. 

Supplemental restraint systems, 
counterfeiting or defeating, §55-9-108. 

County roads. 

Off-highway vehicles, operation on, 

§55-8-203. 
Credit report. 

Traffic law enforcement by camera, 
transactions not disclosed to consumer 
reporting agencies and not include on 
credit reports, §55-8-198. 

Crosswalks. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Cultural license plates. 

Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Cultural plate. 

Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Curbstoning. 

Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
§55-16-103. 

Custom-built car, §55-1-124. 
Dealers. 

Motor vehicle recall and disclosure law, 
§55-29-102. 

Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 

Demolishers. 

Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 

§55-16-103. 
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DEFINED TERMS —Cont’d 
Designated agent. 
Motor vehicle insurance verification 
program, §55-12-203. 
Developmental disability. 
Drivers’ licenses or photo identification, 
indication on, §55-50-307. 
DHS secretary. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Digital network. 
Transportation network companies. 
Insurance requirements for drivers, 
§55-12-141. 
Disabled drivers, §55-21-102. 
Disabled passengers, §55-21-102. 
Disabled veterans. 
Disabled drivers, §55-21-102. 
Disclose. 
Motor vehicle records disclosure act, 
§55-25-103. 
Discount service. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§55-18-102. 
Distributor branch. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Distributor representative. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Distributors. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 
§55-17-401. 
Domicile. 
Commercial motor vehicle fleets, §55-4-503. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Do-not-drive recall. 
Motor vehicle recall and disclosure law, 
§55-29-102. 
Drag racing, §55-10-501. 
Drive. 
Vehicles approaching or entering 
intersection, §55-8-128. 
Driver license endorsements, §55-50-102. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Classes of, §55-50-102. 
Reciprocal agreements to waive knowledge 
and skills tests, §55-50-322. 
Drivers. 
Driver licenses, $55-50-102. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Transportation network companies. 
Insurance requirements for drivers, 
§55-12-141. 
Driving mode. 
Autonomous vehicles, localities not to 
prohibit, §55-8-202. 
Dynamic driving tasks. 
Automated vehicles act, §55-30-102. 
Autonomous vehicles, localities not to 
prohibit, §55-8-202. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Electric bicycles, §55-8-301. 
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DEFINED TERMS —Cont’d 
Electric personal assistive mobility 
device, $55-53-101. 
Electric scooters. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Emergency equipment company. 
Motor vehicle equipment, flashing blue 
lights, §55-9-414. 
Motor vehicle equipment, flashing red or 
white lights, §55-9-402. 
Emergency fire suppression vehicle. 
Maximum weight per axle or group of axles, 
§55-7-203. 
Emergency medical responders. 
Yellow dot medical information system, 
§55-20-302. 
Emergency road service. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§55-18-102. 
Emergency towing movement. 
Length and width of vehicles, special 
permits, §55-7-205. 
Emergency vehicles. 
HOV lanes, §55-8-188. 
Employees. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Employers. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Enemy evadees. 
Motor vehicle registration. 
Special license plates, §55-4-263. 
Entities. 
Motor vehicle accidents, accident response 
service fee, §55-10-108. 
EPAMD. 
Electric personal assistive mobility device, 
§55-53-101. 
Essential government purposes. 
Motor vehicle registration plates, §55-4-219. 
Essential parts. 
Motor vehicles, §55-1-106. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Established place of business. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 
§55-17-401. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Explosives. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Express consent. 
Motor vehicle records disclosure act, 
§55-25-103. 
Factory branches. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Factory campaign. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 
Factory representatives. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 
§55-17-401. 
Family member. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 
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DEFINED TERMS —Cont’d 
Farm tractors, §55-1-104. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Farm trucks, §§55-1-119, 55-7-203. 
Felonies. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Fifth wheel trailer. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 
Finance company or finance agency. 
Motor vehicle sales financing, §55-13-101. 
Financial loss. 
Chop shops, §55-5-203. 
Financial responsibility. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility, 
§55-12-139. 
Financial service. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§55-18-102. 
Fixed load vehicles, §55-1-117. 
Flammable liquids. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Fleet. 
Commercial motor vehicle fleets, §55-4-501. 
Flood vehicle. 
Rebuilt motor vehicles, §55-3-201. 
Folding camping trailer. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 
Foreign country. 
Reciprocal agreements to waive knowledge 
and skills tests, §55-50-322. 
Foreign vehicles, §55-1-107. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Franchises. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Fraud. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 
§55-17-401. 
Freight. 
Motor vehicles, §55-1-118. 
Freight motor vehicles, §§55-1-103, 
55-7-203. 
Full book of business. 
Motor vehicle insurance verification 
program, §55-12-203. 
Full legal name. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Full purchase price. 
Motor vehicle warranties, §55-24-103. 
Functioning ignition interlock devices, 
§55-10-411. 
Gasoline. 
Refueling service for disabled drivers, 
§55-21-201. 
Golf carts, §55-1-123. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Governmental entity. 
Automated license plate recognition system, 
limitation on storage of data, 
§55-10-302. 
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DEFINED TERMS —Cont’d 
Gross combination weight rating 
(G.C.W.R.), §55-50-102. 
Gross vehicle weight rating (G.V.W.R.), 
§55-50-102. 
Gross weight. 
Motor vehicles, §55-1-120. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Haulers. 
Loose material in open truck bed, 
§55-7-109. 
Hazardous materials. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Heavy-duty tow and recovery vehicle. 
Maximum weight per axle or group of axles, 
§55-7-203. 
Highly restricted personal information. 
Motor vehicle records disclosure act, 
§55-25-108. 
High occupancy vehicles, §55-8-188. 
Highway maintenance vehicle. 
Traffic laws, §55-8-132. 
Highways, §55-1-116. 
Child bicycle safety, §55-52-103. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Highway with special speed limits. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-502. 
Historic military vehicle. 
Registration plates, display, §55-4-110. 
Homemade. 
Trailers, §55-4-101. 
Home state. 
Drivers’ licenses, interstate driver license 
compact, §55-50-902. 
HOV lanes, §55-8-188. 
IICMVA. 
Motor vehicle insurance verification 
program, §55-12-203. 
IICMVA model. 
Motor vehicle insurance verification 
program, §55-12-203. 
Immobile motor vehicle. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
§55-16-103. 
Implement of husbandry, §55-1-108. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Impoundment. 
Commercial motor vehicle fleets, §55-5-129. 
Individual record. 
Motor vehicles record disclosure act, 
§55-25-103. 
Insurance service. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§55-18-102. 
Insurer. 
Motor vehicle insurance verification 
program, §55-12-203. 
Intellectual disability. 
Drivers’ licenses or photo identification, 
indication on, §55-50-307. 
Intersections. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
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DEFINED TERMS —Cont’d 
Intersections —Cont’d 
Vehicles approaching or entering 
intersection, §55-8-128. 
Interstate highway. 
Traffic laws, enforcement within 
municipalities, §55-10-308. 
Judgments. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility law, 
§55-12-102. 
Laned roadways. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Lawful owner. 
Chop shops, §55-5-203. 
Lawful permanent resident. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
LEA. 


School buses, exterior cameras, §55-8-151. 


Learner’s permits, §55-50-102. 
Lease price. 
Motor vehicle warranties, §55-24-104. 
Legal service. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§55-18-102. 
Lessee cost. 
Motor vehicle warranties, §55-24-104. 
Lessees. 
Motor vehicle warranties, §55-24-101. 
Licenses. 
Driver license reciprocity agreements, 
§55-50-701. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility law, 
§55-12-102. 
License to operate a vehicle. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Lienors. 
Motor vehicles, §55-1-112. 
Line-make. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-123. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 
Local authorities. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Local education agency. 


School buses, exterior cameras, §55-8-151. 


Local transit companies. 


INDEX 


DEFINED TERMS —Cont’d 
Manufacturers —Cont’d 

Motor vehicles, §55-1-114. 

Financing sale of motor vehicles, 

§55-13-101. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 

§55-28-102. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 
§55-17-401. 
Map service. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§55-18-102. 
Marked law enforcement vehicles. 

Traffic laws, enforcement within 

municipalities, §55-10-308. 
Materially reconstructed. 

Trailers, §55-4-101. 

Medium speed vehicle, §§55-1-125, 

55-8-101. 

Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Memorial license plates. 

Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Memorial plate. 

Special license plates, §55-4-201. 

Metal tires, §§55-1-110, 55-8-101. 
Methamphetamine vehicle. 

Rebuilt motor vehicles, §55-3-201. 
Minimal risk condition. 

Automated vehicles act, §55-30-102. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 

Mobile home or house trailer, §55-4-402. 
Mobile telephone. 
School buses, use of telephone while 
driving, §55-8-192. 
Mobility equipment. 

Automotive mobility dealers, §55-17-301. 
Motorcycle learner’s permit, §55-50-102. 
Motorcycle rider education safety 

program, §55-51-101. 

Motorcycle rider safety fund, §55-51-101. 
Motorcycles, §55-1-103. 
Drivers’ licenses, §§55-8-101, 55-50-102. 
Equipment and lighting regulations, 
§§55-8-101, 55-9-101. 
Rules of the road, $55-8-101. 


Motor vehicle registration plates, §55-4-219. Motor-driven cycles. 


Local transit service. 


Drivers’ licenses, §§55-8-101, 55-50-102. 


Motor vehicle registration plates, §55-4-219. Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 


Logging trucks, §55-7-203. 
Loose material. 

Open truck beds, §55-7-109. 
Low speed vehicle, §55-1-122. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Machinery trucks, §55-7-203. 

Manufactured homes. 

Motor vehicles, §55-1-105. 
Manufacturer/dealer agreement. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 

§55-28-102. 
Manufacturers. 
Lemon law, §55-24-101. 
Motor vehicle recall and disclosure law, 
§55-29-102. 


Motor homes, §55-1-104. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 
Motorized bicycles, §55-1-103. 
Drivers’ licenses, §§55-8-101, 55-50-102. 
Equipment and lighting regulations, 
§§55-8-101, 55-9-101. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Motor scooters. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Motor vehicle component part. 
Chop shops, §55-5-202. 
Motor vehicle dealers. 
Motor vehicle recall and disclosure law, 
§55-29-102. 


DEFINED TERMS —Cont’d 
Motor vehicle dealers —Cont’d 
Sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Motor vehicle liability policies. 
Financial responsibility law, §55-12-102. 
Motor vehicle record, §55-25-103. 
Motor vehicles. 
Chop shops, §55-5-202. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Equipment and lighting regulations, 
§§55-8-101, 55-9-101. 
Financial responsibility law, §55-12-102. 
Motor fuel sales, §55-13-103. 
Motor vehicle recall and disclosure law, 
§55-29-102. 
Off-road vehicles, §§55-1-103, 55-10-206. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Storage, §55-23-102. 
Unattended children in motor vehicles, 
§55-10-802. 
Warranties, §55-24-101. 
Motor vehicle salesperson, §55-17-102. 
Multiple vehicle lien assignments. 
Notation of lien, §55-3-124. 
NAIC. 
Motor vehicle insurance verification 
program, §55-12-203. 
New motor vehicle. 
Motor vehicle recall and disclosure law, 
§55-29-102. 
New passenger cars. 
Antitheft provisions, §55-5-106. 


New specialty earmarked license plates. 


Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
New specialty earmarked plate. 
Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Nonfunctional airbags. 
Supplemental restraint systems, 
counterfeiting or defeating, §55-9-108. 
Nonpassing lane. 
Slow poke law, §55-8-204. 
Nonprofit organization. 
Special purpose nonprofit organization 
plates, §55-4-228. 
Nonrepairable vehicle. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, exceptions, 
§55-17-120. 
Rebuilt motor vehicles, §55-3-201. 
Nonrepairable vehicle certificate. 
Rebuilt motor vehicles, §55-3-201. 
Nonresident operating privileges. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility law, 
§55-12-102. 
Nonresidents. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Reciprocity agreements, §55-50-701. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility law, 
§55-12-102. 
Motor vehicles, §55-1-113. 
Obvious state of disrepair. 
Abandoned motor vehicles, §55-16-103. 
Odometers, §55-1-121. 
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DEFINED TERMS —Cont’d 
OEM headquarters companies. 
Motor vehicle titling and registration, 
§55-1-126. 
OEM headquarters company vehicles. 
Motor vehicle titling and registration, 
§55-1-126. 
Off-highway motor vehicles, §55-3-101. 

Off-highway vehicles, child safety in 

operation, §55-52-201. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Off-highway vehicle. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Off-highway vehicle license plate. 

Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Off-highway vehicle plate. 

Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Official traffic-control devices, §55-8-101. 
Open container. 

Alcoholic beverages, §55-10-416. 
Operational. 

Autonomous vehicles, localities not to 

prohibit, §55-8-202. 
Operators. 

Child bicycle safety, §55-52-103. 

Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 

Motor vehicle financial responsibility law, 

§55-12-102. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Other automotive fluid. 
Used oil collection and recycling 
promotional campaign, §55-4-133. 
Other public right-of-way. 

Child bicycle safety, §55-52-103. 
Other responders. 

Yellow dot medical information system, 

§55-20-302. 
Other services. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§55-18-102. 
Owners. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility law, 
§55-12-102. 

Motor vehicles, §55-1-112. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Parks. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Participants. 

Drag racing, §55-10-501. 

Passenger cars. 
Anti-theft provisions, §55-5-106. 
Child passenger restraint systems, 
§55-9-602. 

Safety belts, §§55-9-601, 55-9-603. 
Passenger motor vehicles. 

Child restraint systems, §55-9-602. 

Rebuilt motor vehicles, §55-3-201. 

Safety belts, §§55-9-601, 55-9-6038. 
Passengers. 

Child bicycle safety, §55-52-103. 
Passing lane. 

Slow poke law, §55-8-204. 

Pedal carriage, §55-26-101. 
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Pedestrian areas. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Pedestrian child. 

Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-502. 
Pedestrians, §55-8-101. 
Peer-to-peer car sharing. 

Car sharing program insurance coverage, 

§55-12-301. 
Peer-to-peer car sharing program. 

Car sharing program insurance coverage, 

§55-12-301. 
Person. 
Chop shops, §55-5-202. 
Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Lemon law, §55-24-101. 
Motor vehicle anti-theft provisions, 
§55-5-106. 

Motor vehicle record disclosure act, 
§55-25-103. 

Motor vehicles, §55-1-112. 


Motor vehicle sales financing, §55-13-101. 


Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 

Motor vehicle storage, §55-23-102. 

Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 

§55-17-401. 
Refueling service for disabled drivers, 
§55-21-201. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Personal delivery device operators. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Personal delivery devices. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Personal information. 

Motor vehicles records disclosure act, 

§55-25-103. 
Personalized license plates. 

Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Personalized plate. 

Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Personalized trailer license plates. 

Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Personalized trailer plates. 

Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Personal recognizance. 

Drivers’ licenses. 

Reciprocity agreements, §55-50-701. 
Personal vehicle. 
Transportation network companies. 
Insurance requirements for drivers, 
§55-12-141. 
Phosphate trucks, §55-7-203. 
Places of business. 
Motor vehicle dealer or manufacturer, 
§55-1-115. 
Plainly audible. 
Excessive noise from motor vehicle, 
§55-8-193. 
Platoon. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Pneumatic tires, §§55-1-110, 55-8-101. 
Pole trailers, §55-1-105. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
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Police department. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
§55-16-103. 
Police officers. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Possession. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
§55-16-103. 
Prearranged ride. 
Transportation network companies. 
Insurance requirements for drivers, 
§55-12-141. 
Private road or driveway. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Producers. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-123. 
Program coordinator. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety, 
§55-51-101. 
Programs. 
Vehicle insurance verification program, 
§55-12-2038. 
Proof of financial responsibility. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility law, 
§55-12-102. 
Properly identified. 
Funeral processions, §55-8-183. 
Property. 
Stolen vehicles, altered serial numbers, etc, 
§55-5-108. 
Proprietary part. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 
Protective bicycle helmet. 
Child safety, §55-52-103. 
Public automobile auction. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Public automobile auctioneer. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Public bicycle path. 
Child safety, §55-52-103. 
Public highways. 
Drag racing, §55-10-501. 
Publicly owned transit systems. 
Motor vehicle length and weight 
requirements, §55-7-207. 
Purchase. 
Motor vehicle sales financing, §55-13-101. 
Railroads. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Railroad sign or signal. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Railroad trains. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Reasonable allowance for use. 
Motor vehicle warranties, $55-24-103. 
Reasonable charges. 
Motor vehicles. 
Extended storage, fees, §55-23-103. 
Rebuilt title. 
Rebuilt motor vehicles, §55-3-201. 
Rebuilt vehicle, §55-3-201. 


DEFINED TERMS —Cont’d 
Recall database. 
Motor vehicle recall and disclosure law, 
§55-29-102. 
Recall database report. 
Motor vehicle recall and disclosure law, 
§55-29-102. 
Reciprocating state. 

Drivers’ licenses. 

Reciprocity agreements, §55-50-701. 
Reconstructed vehicles, §55-1-106. 
Records. 

Motor vehicle disclosure act, §55-25-103. 
Recovered materials. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Recovered materials trucks, §55-7-203. 
Recovery vehicle. 

Traffic laws, §55-8-132. 

Recreational vehicle dealer. 

Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 

§55-17-401. 
Recreational vehicles. 

Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 

Franchises, §55-28-102. 

Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 

Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 

§55-17-401. 
Recyclable materials. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Recycling vehicle. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Refueling service. 

Disabled drivers, §55-21-201. 
Registration. 

Motor vehicle financial responsibility law, 

§55-12-102. 
Related business entity. 

Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-123. 
Relatives. 

Off-highway vehicles, child safety in 

operation, §55-52-201. 
Rental car companies. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§55-12-301. 
Rescue squad. 

Motor vehicles. 

Registration exemption, §55-4-127. 
Residential district. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Residents. 

Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Restraining seat. 

Child bicycle safety, §55-52-1038. 
Retailers. 

Financing sale of motor vehicles, 

§55-13-101. 
Motor vehicles, §55-1-114. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 


Revocation of driver’s license, §55-50-102. 


Rickshaw, §55-26-101. 
Riders. 
Transportation network companies. 


Insurance requirements for drivers, 
§55-12-141. 
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Rider training course. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety, 
§55-51-101. 

Right-of-way. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Road tractors. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Roadways. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Safety zones, §55-8-101. 
Sales. 

Motor vehicle recall and disclosure law, 
§55-29-102. 

Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 

Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 
§55-17-401. 

Salvage pool operators. 

Rebuilt motor vehicles, §55-3-201. 
Salvage title. 

Rebuilt motor vehicles, §55-3-201. 
Salvage vehicle. 

Motor vehicle sales licenses, exceptions, 
§55-17-120. 

Rebuilt motor vehicles, §55-3-201. 

Sand trucks, §55-7-203. 
School buses. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Exterior cameras, §55-8-151. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
School property. 

Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-502. 
Scrap metal processor. 

Rebuilt motor vehicles, §55-3-201. 
S-curve. 

Traffic law enforcement by camera, 
§55-8-198. 

Secondary towing movement. 

Length and width of vehicles, special 
permits, §55-7-205. 

Sell. 

Motor vehicle sales financing, §55-13-101. 
Semitrailers, §55-1-105. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Serious bodily injury. 

Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-502. 

Traffic laws, failure to yield right of way 
causing serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 

Serious traffic violations. 

Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 

Service fees. 
Motor vehicle warranties. 
Leased vehicles, §55-24-104. 
Shale truck. 

Maximum weight per axle or group of axles, 
§55-7-203. 

Shared vehicle drivers. 

Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§55-12-301. 

Shared vehicle owners. 

Car sharing program insurance coverage, 

§55-12-301. 
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Shared vehicles. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§55-12-301. 
Sidewalks. 
Child bicycle safety, §55-52-103. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Sold. 
Motor vehicle sales financing, §55-13-101. 
Solid tires, §§55-1-110, 55-8-101. 
Solid waste trucks. 


Maximum weight per axle or group of axles, 


§55-7-203. 
Solid waste vehicle. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Specially constructed vehicles, §55-1-106. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Special mobile equipment, §55-1-109. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Special purpose license plates. 
Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Special purpose plate. 
Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Specialty earmarked license plates. 
Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Specialty earmarked plates. 
Special license plates, §55-4-201. 
Stand-alone electronic devices. 
Traffic laws, §55-8-199. 
State. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Interstate driver license compact, 
§55-50-902. 
Reciprocity agreements, §55-50-701. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility law, 
§55-12-102. 
State roadway. 
Child bicycle safety, §55-52-103. 
Stepfathers. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Minors, §55-50-312. 
Stepmothers. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Minors, §55-50-312. 
Stepparent. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Minors, §55-50-312. 
Stinger-steered automobile transporters. 
Motor vehicles, maximum length, 
§55-7-201. 
Stop, stopping or stand. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Stop line. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Stop sale order. 
Motor vehicle recall and disclosure law, 
§55-29-102. 
Strategic. 
Autonomous vehicles, localities not to 
prohibit, §55-8-202. 
Streetcars. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Streets, §55-1-116. 
Child bicycle safety, §55-52-103. 
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Streets —Cont’d 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 

Street sweeper, §55-8-190. 

Substantially impair. 

Motor vehicle warranties, §55-24-101. 
Supplemental restraint systems (SRS). 

Counterfeiting or defeating supplemental 

restraint systems, §55-9-108. 

Suppliers. 

Recreational vehicles, franchises, 

§55-28-102. 

Suspension of driver’s license, §55-50-102. 

Tactical. 

Autonomous vehicles, localities not to 

prohibit, §55-8-202. 

Temporary driver license. 

Driver licenses, §55-50-102. 
Temporary operation permit. 

Motor vehicles, §55-4-115. 
Temporary trailer permit. 

Motor vehicles, §55-4-115. 

Term of protection. 

Motor vehicle warranties, §55-24-101. 
Tests. 

Driving while impaired, §55-10-411. 
Theft service. 

Automobile clubs and associations, 

§55-18-102. 

Through highways. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 

Tool, implement, instrumentality. 
Chop shops, §55-5-202. 

Touring service. 

Automobile clubs and associations, 

§55-18-102. 

Tourist resort counties. 

Motor vehicle racing, §55-22-105. 
Towing service. 

Automobile clubs and associations, 

§55-18-102. 

Towing vehicle. 

Length and width of vehicles, special 

permits, §55-7-205. 

Trackless trolley coaches. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Tractors. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 

Traffic, §55-8-101. 

Traffic citation. 

Traffic citation in lieu of arrest, §55-10-207. 
Traffic-control signals, §55-8-101. 
Traffic or police officer. 

Obedience to traffic-control devices, 

§55-8-109. 

Trailer or trailers, §55-1-105. 
Identification number, §55-5-106. 
Motor vehicle registration, §55-4-104. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 

Training specialist. 

Motorcycle rider education and safety, 

§55-51-101. 

Transdermal monitoring device. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§55-10-424. 
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Transient customer. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 
Transportation network company. 
Insurance requirements for drivers, 
§55-12-141. 
Transportation network company driver. 
Insurance requirements for drivers, 
§55-12-141. 
Transportation network company rider. 
Insurance requirements for drivers, 
§55-12-141. 
Transporters. 
Motor vehicles, §55-1-114. 
Travel trailers. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 
Tricycle. 
Child safety, §55-52-108. 
Trip interruption services. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§55-18-102. 
Trip permit, §55-4-115. 
Trucks, §55-1-104. 
Motor vehicle registration, §55-4-104. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Truck tractors, §§55-1-104, 55-7-201. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Unattended child. 
Motor vehicles, unattended children in 
motor vehicles, §55-10-802. 
Unattended motor vehicle. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
§55-16-108. 
Unidentifiable. 
Chop shops, §55-5-202. 
United States. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Unknown carrier request. 
Motor vehicle insurance verification 
program, §55-12-203. 
Urban counties. 
License plates, allocation of revenue, 
§55-4-301. 
Urban district. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Used motor vehicle. 
Motor vehicle recall and disclosure law, 
§55-29-102. 
Used oil. 
Used oil collection and recycling 
promotional campaign, §55-4-133. 
Used passenger cars. 
Anti-theft, provisions, §55-5-106. 
Utilities. 
Televisions in motor vehicles, §55-9-105. 
Traffic laws, §55-8-132. 
Unattended motor vehicles containing 
medical or hazardous waste, §55-8-162. 
Utility services. 
Traffic laws, §55-8-199. 
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Utility vehicle. 
Lights, §55-9-402. 
Vehicle identification number. 
Chop shops, §55-5-202. 
Vehicle insurance verification program, 
§55-12-203. 
Vehicles, §55-1-103. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Vehicle salesperson. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 
§55-17-401. 
Violations. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Warrantor. 
Recreational vehicles, franchises, 
§55-28-102. 
Wholesale distributors. 
Motor vehicle sales financing, §55-13-101. 
Wholesalers. 
Motor vehicle sales licenses, §55-17-102. 
Wireless telecommunications devices. 
Traffic laws, §55-8-199. 
Youth bus, §55-8-151. 


DELIVERY DEVICES. 
Personal delivery devices. 
Defined, §55-8-101. 
Operators. 
Definition of personal delivery device 
operator, §55-8-101. 
Use and operation, regulation, §55-8-209. 


DELTA KAPPA GAMMA SOCIETY 
INTERNATIONAL. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-233. 


DELTA SIGMA THETA. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 


DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS. 
License plates. 
Government service license plates, 
§55-4-219. 


DIRT BIKES. 

Certificates of title, §55-3-101. 

Child safety in operation of off-highway 
vehicles, §§55-52-201, 55-52-202. 


DISABILITIES, PERSONS WITH. 
Drivers, §§55-21-101 to 55-21-1138, 55-21-112, 

55-21-1138, 55-21-201 to 55-21-209. 
Motor vehicles. 

Automotive mobility dealers, §§55-17-301 to 
55-17-303. 

Disabled drivers, §§55-21-101 to 55-21-1138, 
55-21-112, 55-21-113, 55-21-201 to 
55-21-209. 

Recreational vehicle franchises. 

Deceased, incapacitated, or retired dealer. 

Succession to dealership by family 
member, §55-28-106. 


DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION IN 
MOTOR VEHICLE RECORDS. 
Generally, §§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 
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DISCRIMINATION. 
Motor vehicles. 
Financing sales of motor vehicles. 
Discrimination prohibited, §55-13-104. 


DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
RECIPIENTS. 

License plates, §$55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-259. 


DOGS. 
Criminal law and procedure. 
Blaze orange dog leashes. 
Use restricted to deaf persons, §55-8-179. 
Deaf persons. 
Blaze orange dog leashes. 


Use restricted to deaf persons, §55-8-179. 


License plates. 
Service Dogs Changing Lives plates, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-383. 
Misdemeanors. 
Blaze orange dog leashes. 
Use restricted to deaf persons, §55-8-179. 
Service animals. 
License plates. 
Service Dogs Changing Lives plates, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-383. 
Right of way. 
Pedestrians led by guide dogs, §55-8-180. 


DOLLYWOOD FOUNDATION. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-352. 


DOWN SYNDROME AWARENESS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-371. 


DRAFT REGISTRATION. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Department of safety. 
Electronic transmittal of information, 
§55-50-205. 
Selective service system. | 
Consent to registration on application, 
§55-50-321. 
Motor vehicle records. 
Disclosures of information in connection 
with motor vehicle records. 
Personal information, disclosures, 
§55-25-105. 


DRAG RACING, §§55-10-501 to 55-10-5083. 
Conviction. 
Revocation of license, §55-10-503. 
Definitions, §55-10-501. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Restricted licenses. 
Powers of judge on convictions, 
§55-10-508. 
Revocation on conviction, §55-10-503. 
Misdemeanors, §55-10-502. 
Violations generally, §55-10-301. 
Motor vehicle racing generally, 
§§55-22-101 to 55-22-105. 
Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
offenses void, §55-10-307. 
Penalties, §§55-10-502, 55-10-503. 
Prohibited, §55-10-502. 
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Revocation of driver’s license, §55-10-503. 

Second and subsequent offenses. 
Penalties, §55-10-502. 


DRIVERLESS VEHICLES. 

Automated driving systems, §§55-30-101 to 
55-30-108. 

Automated vehicles act, §§55-30-101 to 
55-30-108. 

Autonomous vehicles, localities not to 
prohibit, §§55-8-202, 55-30-105. 


DRIVERS’ LICENSES, §§55-50-101 to 

55-50-913. 

Accidents. 

Suspension of license. 

Grounds, §55-50-502. 

Acquired brain injury. 

Indication on license or identification as to 
acquired brain injury, intellectual 
disability or developmental disability, 
§55-50-307. 

Address of licensee. 

Change of address. 

Notification to department, §55-50-333. 

Administration of provisions. 

Department of safety, §55-50-201. 

Age. 

Intermediate licenses, §55-50-311. 

Learners’ permits. 

Eligibility, §55-50-311. 

Persons not eligible for license, §55-50-303. 

Agreements. 
Department may enter into, §55-50-203. 
Alcoholic beverages. 

Certification of payment of all fines and 
costs, §55-50-303. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 

Examination of applicants. 

Questions concerning alcohol, §55-50-322. 

Habitual drunkards not eligible for license, 
§55-50-303. 

Mandatory revocation of license for driving 
under influence, §55-50-501. 

Aliens. 

Citizenship, proof. 

When required, §55-50-321. 

Persons not citizens or lawful permanent 
residents. 

Ineligibility for licensing, §55-50-303. 

Temporary driver license. 

Issuance to persons whose presence 
authorized by federal government, 
§55-50-331. 

Alteration. 
Displaying fraudulently altered licenses, 
§55-50-601. 
Anatomical gifts. 
Statements of willingness, §55-50-352. 
Appeals. 

Suspension or revocation of license, 

§55-50-502. 
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Applications, §55-50-321. 
Commercial driver licenses, §55-50-406. 
Interstate driver license compact. 
Applications for new licenses, §55-50-902. 
Arrest. 
Carrying and exhibiting of license. 
Violations of provisions, §55-50-351. 
Bail and recognizance. 

Deposit of license in lieu of bail, 

§§55-50-801 to 55-50-805. 
Brain injury. 

Indication on license or identification as to 
acquired brain injury, intellectual 
disability or developmental disability, 
§55-50-307. 

Buses. 
Defined, §55-50-102. 
Cancellation. 
Defined, §55-50-102. 
Displaying canceled license. 
Misdemeanor, §55-50-601. 
Driving while license canceled. 
Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
offenses void, §55-10-307. 
Penalty, §55-50-504. 
Failure or refusal to surrender. 
Misdemeanor, §55-50-601. 
Grounds, §55-50-502. 
Issuance during cancellation. 
Prohibited, §55-50-303. 
Minors. 
Request of person signing application, 
§55-50-312. 
Carrying of license, §55-50-351. 
Car sharing program insurance 
coverage. 

Verification of driver license, §55-12-308. 

Cell phones, electronic driver license 
system to present proof of valid 
license, §55-50-306. 

Change of address of licensee. 

Notification to department, §55-50-333. 

Chauffeurs. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Chief. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Citation of act. 

Short title, §55-50-101. 

Citizenship, proof. 

When required, §55-50-321. 

Classes of licenses, §§55-50-102, 55-50-302. 

Fees, §55-50-323. 

Commercial driver certificates. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Commercial driver licenses, §§55-50-401 to 
55-50-414. 

Applications, §55-50-406. 

Cancellation. 

Notification by employee required, 
§55-50-402. 
Operation while license canceled, 
§55-50-405. 
Employer not to permit or authorize, 
§55-50-403. 
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Commercial driver licenses —Cont’d 
Contents, §55-50-407. 
Defined, §55-50-102. 
Denial. 

Medical disqualification. 

Where disqualification not permitted, 
§55-50-411. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 

Penalties, §55-50-405. 

Suspension, §55-50-405. 

What constitutes, §55-50-408. 

Farm-related service industry employee 
restricted license, §55-50-414. 
Fees. 
Application fee, §55-50-406. 
Records of drivers. 
Furnishing to employers by 
department, §55-50-409. 
Fines. 

Employer responsibilities. 
Violations, §55-50-405. 

Excessive number of licenses, §55-50-405. 

Notification required by employee. 
Violations, §55-50-405. 

Out-of-service order. 

Violations of order, §55-50-405. 

Violations of licensure requirements, 
§55-50-405. 

Issuance. 

Notification to commercial driver license 
information system, §55-50-407. 

Prerequisites, §55-50-404. 

Limitation on number of licenses, 
§55-50-401. 
Medical cards. 

Valid medical cards to be maintained and 
copy provided to department, 
§55-50-413. 

Notification by employees. 

Requirements, §55-50-402. 

Number of licenses. 

Limitation, §55-50-401. 

Out-of-service order. 

Fine for violating, §55-50-405. 

Revocation of license for conviction of 
violating order, §55-50-501. 

Suspension for violating, §55-50-405. 

Penalties. 
Violations of provisions, §55-50-405. 
Previous employment. 

Notification by employee required, 
§55-50-402. 

Prison terms, §55-50-405. 
Qualifications, §55-50-404. 
Railroad crossings. 
Unlawful acts in connection with, 
§55-50-412. 
Records. 
Furnishing by department, §55-50-409. 
Required, §55-50-404. 
Restricted licenses. 

Farm-related service industry employee 

restricted license, §55-50-414. 
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Commercial driver licenses —Cont’d 
Revocation. 
Notification by employee required, 
§55-50-402. 
Operation while license revoked, 
§55-50-405. 

Employer not to permit or authorize, 

§55-50-403. 
Out-of-service order. 

Conviction for violation of order, 
§55-50-501. 

Rules and regulations, §55-50-410. 
Safety department. 
Medical cards. 

Valid medical cards to be maintained 
and copy provided to department, 
§55-50-413. 

Suspension, §55-50-405. 
Notification by employee required, 
§55-50-402. 
Operation while license suspended, 
§55-50-405. 
Employer not to permit or authorize, 
§55-50-403. 
Traffic violations. 
Notification of convictions, §55-50-409. 
Violations of provisions. 
Notification by employee required, 
§55-50-402. 
Penalties, §55-50-405. 
Commercial motor vehicles. 
Defined, §55-50-102. 
Compacts. 
Interstate driver license compact, 
§§55-50-901 to 55-50-903. 
Conditional licenses, §55-50-331. 
Contents, §55-50-331. 
Commercial driver licenses, §55-50-407. 
Cooperative driver testing programs. 
Exemptions from class D knowledge or 
skills examinations, §55-50-322. 
Current licenses. 
Validity, §55-50-305. 
Definitions, §55-50-102. 
Commercial driver licenses, §55-7-102. 
Reciprocal agreements relating to arrest of 
nonresidents, §55-50-701. 
Denial. 
Child support enforcement. 
Medical disqualification. 

Where disqualification not permitted, 
§55-50-411. 

Juvenile offenders, §§$55-10-701 to 

55-10-711. 

Withdrawal from secondary school. 
Issuance, §55-50-339. 

Deposit of license in lieu of bail, 

§§55-50-801 to 55-50-805. 

Alternative nature of provisions, 

§55-50-805. 

Authorization, §55-50-801. 

Counties. 
Authorized to grant option, §55-50-801. 


DRIVERS’ LICENSES —Cont’d 
Deposit of license in lieu of bail —Cont’d 

Department of safety. 

Forwarding of license to department, 
§55-50-803. 

Municipal corporations. 

Authorized to grant options, §55-50-801. 

Nonresidents. 

Notice to nonresident driver’s state, 
§55-50-803. 

Operation of motor vehicle during pendency 
of case, §55-50-802. 

Receipt for license, §55-50-802. 

Possession and display upon demand, 
§55-50-804. 

Release of license. 

Conditions, §55-50-803. 
Developmental disabilities. 

Indication on license or identification as to 
acquired brain injury, intellectual 
disability or developmental disability, 
§55-50-307. 

Displaying license not issued to person. 

Misdemeanor, §55-50-601. 

Documentation accepted as proof of 
identity, §55-50-321. 
Drag racing. 

Restricted licenses. 

Powers of judge on convictions, 
§55-10-503. 

Revocation of license, §55-10-503. 

Driver improvement program. 

Generally, §55-50-505. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 

Drug-free youths, §§55-10-701 to 55-10-711. 

Drugs. 

Addicts not eligible for license, §55-50-303. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 

Examination of applicants. 

Questions concerning drugs, §55-50-322. 

Mandatory revocation of license for driving 
under influence, §55-50-501. 

Duplicates. 

Felonies. 

Duplicates mistaken for valid license, 
§55-50-602. 
Misdemeanors. 
Duplicate not authorized by chapter, 
§55-50-601. 
Duration, §55-50-337. 
Electronic driver license system, 
§55-50-306. 
Eligibility. 
Persons not eligible, §55-50-303. 
Employer. 
Responsibilities, §55-50-403. 
Endorsements, §55-50-302. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Examination of applicants, §55-50-322. 

Reexamination, §55-50-505. 

Judges may order, §55-10-309. 

Renewal, §55-50-338. 
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DRIVERS’ LICENSES —Cont’d 
Exemptions from requirement, 

§55-50-304. 

Exhibiting license on demand, §55-50-351. 
Expiration, §55-50-337. 

Renewal, §55-50-338. 
Farm tractors. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Financial responsibility. 

Restoration fees, §§55-12-104, 55-12-106, 
55-12-108. 

Fees, §55-50-323. 
Application fee, §55-50-321. 
Commercial driver licenses. 

Application fee, §55-50-406. 

Records of drivers. 

Furnishing to employers by 
department, §55-50-409. 

Disposition of fees, §55-50-324. 

Motorcycle license or permit examination 
fee, §55-50-324. 

Records of safety department. 

Furnishing copies, §55-50-204. 

Services of county clerks, §55-50-321. 

Temporary driver license, §55-50-323. 
Felonies, §55-50-602. 

Revocation of license. 

Mandatory revocation for felony involving 

motor vehicle, §55-50-501. 
Financial responsibility. 
Application or renewal notice for operator’s 
or chauffeur’s license. 

Certification of understanding of and 
compliance with financial 
responsibility law, §55-12-138. 

Failure to deposit security. 

Revocation, §55-12-105. 

Fees. 

Restoration fees, §§55-12-104, 55-12-106, 

55-12-108. 
Minors. 

Proof of insurance and financial 

responsibility, §55-50-312. 
Nonresidents. 
Driving while license canceled, suspended 
or revoked, §55-12-131. 
Reinstatement. 
Fees, §55-12-129. 
Suspension or revocation. 

Accident reports. 

Failure to report, §55-12-104. 

Accidents in other states. 

Revocation or suspension of resident’s 
operating privileges for, 
§55-12-109. 

Additional proof of financial 
responsibility. 

Suspension or revocation pending filing 
of additional proof, §55-12-134. 

Duration, §55-12-108. 

Employer filing proof of financial 
responsibility for employee. 

Restoration of limited license, 
§55-12-132. 
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DRIVERS’ LICENSES —Cont’d 
Financial responsibility —Cont’d 
Suspension or revocation —Cont’d 
Failure to comply with law, §55-12-115. 
Failure to deposit security, §55-12-105. 
False statements to commissioner, 
§55-12-135. 
Fault determination inadmissible in court 
of law, §55-12-108. 
Judgments. 

Failure to file proof of financial 
responsibility on final judgment, 
§55-12-118. 

Proof of financial responsibility. 

Premature cancellation or termination 
of proof, §55-12-126. 

Restoration, §55-12-108. 
Security deposit. 
Failure to deposit security, §55-12-105. 
Surrender of license upon, §55-12-127. 
Fines. 

Disposition, §55-50-604. 

Late renewals, §55-50-338. 

Foreign countries, memorandum of 
understanding. 

Reciprocal agreements to waive knowledge 
and skills tests, §55-50-322. 

Forged or fraudulent licenses. 
Criminal offenses, §§55-50-601, 55-50-602. 
Revocation of license. 
Grounds for mandatory revocation, 
§55-50-501. 
Terrorism. 
Penalties, §55-50-602. 
Habitual offenders. 

Petition for reinstatement of license, 

§55-10-601. 
Highway. 
Defined, §55-50-102. 
Identity, proof of, §55-50-321. 
Identity theft victims. 

New license, issuance, §55-50-331. 
Intellectual disabilities. 

Indication on license or identification as to 
acquired brain injury, intellectual 
disability or developmental disability, 
§55-50-307. 

Intermediate licenses. 

Generally, §55-50-311. 

Parental notification of convictions, 
§55-50-311. 

Revocation, §55-50-311. 

Temporary intermediate licenses. 

Fee, §55-50-323. 
Issuance, §55-50-331. 

Validity, §55-50-311. 

Interstate driver license compact, 
§§55-50-901 to 55-50-9038. 

Administrator of compact, §55-50-903. 

Applications for new licenses, §55-50-902. 

Convictions, §55-50-902. 

Definitions, §55-50-902. 

Short title, §55-50-901. 

Text of compact, §55-50-902. 
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DRIVERS’ LICENSES —Cont’d 
Issuance, §55-50-331. 
Commercial driver licenses, §55-50-404. 
Conditional licenses, §55-50-331. 
Juvenile offenders. 

Delinquency or conviction requiring school 

suspension or expulsion. 
Surrender of license and suspension of 
drivers’ license until 18 or for 2 
years, §55-50-512. 
Generally, §§55-10-701 to 55-10-711. 
Learner’s permit, §55-50-311. 
Age. 
Eligibility, §55-50-311. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Liability of adults for actions of minors, 
§55-50-311. 

Lost permits. 

Duplicates or substitutes, §55-50-332. 

Motorcycle operator’s learner’s permit. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Parental notification of convictions, 
§55-50-311. 

Prohibited acts in connection with, 
§55-50-311. 

Temporary learner’s permit. 

Fee, §55-50-323. 
Issuance, §55-50-331. 
Lending or permitting another to use. 

Misdemeanor, §55-50-601. 

Lost licenses. 
Duplicates or substitutes, §55-50-332. 
Low speed vehicles, §55-8-191. 
Defined, §55-50-102. 
Manslaughter. 

Mandatory revocation of license for 
conviction of manslaughter resulting 
from operation of motor vehicle, 
§55-50-501. 

Matricula consular cards. 

Not accepted as proof of identity, 
§55-50-321. 

Medium speed vehicles, §55-8-191. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Memorandum of understanding with 
foreign country. 

Reciprocal agreements to waive knowledge 
and skills tests, §55-50-322. 

Mentally ill. 
Persons not eligible for license, §55-50-303. 
Military service, designation on license, 
§55-50-354. 
Minors, §55-50-312. 

Application requirements, §55-50-312. 

Assumption of obligations by adult, 
§55-50-312. 

Cancellation. 

Request of person signing application, 
§55-50-312. 

Contents, §55-50-334. 

Insurance or proof of financial 
responsibility, §$55-50-312. 

Intermediate licenses, §55-50-311. 


DRIVERS’ LICENSES —Cont’d 
Minors —Cont’d 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 
Learners permits, §55-50-311. 
Liability for property damage and personal 
injury. 
As result of actions of minor, §55-50-311. 
Motor driven cycle or motorized bicycle. 
Special restricted license or permit to 
operate, §55-50-312. 
Nonparent entities permitted to sign 
application, §55-50-312. 
Permitting unauthorized minors to drive, 
§55-50-504. 
Persons not eligible for license, §55-50-303. 
Photograph of licensee under twenty-one, 
§55-50-334. 
Photo identification license, §55-50-336. 
Restricted licenses, §55-50-312. 
School withdrawal or failure to maintain 
satisfactory academic progress. 
Revocation for withdrawal from 
secondary school, §§55-50-508, 
55-50-511. 
Restoration of license, §55-50-339. 
Suspension, §55-50-502. 
Misdemeanors, §55-50-601. 
Carrying and exhibiting license. 
Violations of provisions, §55-50-351. 
Commercial driver licenses. 
Railroad crossings. 
Unlawful acts in connection with, 
§55-50-412. 
Conditional licenses. 
Operation of vehicle in violation of 
conditions, §55-50-331. 
Driving while license canceled, suspended 
or revoked, §55-50-504. 
Learner’s permits. 
Operation of vehicle while using mobile 
telephone, §55-50-311. 
Unlawful use of license, §55-50-601. 
Violations of provisions for which 
punishment has not been specified, 
§55-50-603. 
Motorcycle operators’ licenses. 
Learners’ permits, §55-50-102. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety. 
Licensing skills test examination, 
§55-51-107. 
Motorcycle rider safety fund. 
Crediting of license fees to, §55-51-104. 
Special restricted license or permit to 
minor, §55-50-312. 
Motorized bicycles. 
Defined, §§55-7-102, 55-50-102. 
Minors. 
Special restricted license or permit to 
operate, §§55-8-101, 55-50-312. 
Municipal corporations. 
Driving while license suspended or revoked. 
Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
offenses void, §55-10-307. 
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DRIVERS’ LICENSES —Cont’d 
Nonresidents. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Deposit of license in lieu of bail. 

Notice to nonresident driver’s state, 
§55-50-803. 
Exemptions from licensing, §55-50-304. 
Reciprocal agreements relating to arrest of 


nonresidents, §§55-50-701 to 55-50-705. 


Surrender of license, §55-50-705. 
Temporary driving permit, §55-50-705. 

Notice. 

Commercial driver licenses. 

Notification by employer, §55-50-402. 

Suspension, §55-50-505. 

Operators. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Owner. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Person. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Persons not eligible for licensing, 
§55-50-308. 

Photograph of licensee, §$55-50-331, 
55-50-334, 55-50-335. 

Canceled, revoked, altered, etc. 
government-issued photo identification, 
display, §55-50-601. 

Endorsement that no photograph required, 
§55-50-335. 

Plastic laminated driver licenses bearing 
color photograph. 

System for issuing, §55-50-335. 

Reproduction, facsimile, etc. designed to be 
mistaken for valid documents, 
§55-50-602. 

Temporary photo identification licenses. 

Application, §55-50-336. 
Fees, §55-50-323. 
Issuance, §§55-50-331, 55-50-336. 

Photo identification card. 

Brain injury, intellectual disability or 
developmental disability. 

Indication on license or identification as 
to, §55-50-307. 

Fee, §55-50-323. 

Military service, designation on 
identification, §55-50-354. 

Photo identification license, §55-50-336. 

Points. 

Suspension. 

Accumulation of sufficient points, 
§55-50-505. 

Proof of identity, §55-50-321. 

Proof of valid license. 

Electronic driver license system, 
§55-50-306. 

Reciprocal agreements relating to arrest 
of nonresidents, §§55-50-701 to 
55-50-705. 

Authorized, §55-50-702. 

Commissioner. 

Authority to make agreements, 
§55-50-702. 
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DRIVERY’ LICENSES —Cont’d 
Reciprocal agreements relating to arrest 
of nonresidents —Cont’d 

Commissioner —Cont’d 

Defined, §55-50-701. 

Contents, §55-50-702. 

Definitions, §55-50-701. 

Noncompliance. 

Powers and duties of commissioner, 
§55-50-704. 

Procedures used by law enforcement 
officers, §55-50-703. 

Reciprocal agreements to waive 

knowledge and skills tests, §55-50-322. 

Records. 
Commercial driver licenses. 
Furnishing driver records by department, 
§55-50-409. 
Safety department, duties as to, §55-50-204. 
Recreational vehicles. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 
Reinstatement. 

Documentation requirements, §55-50-321. 
Renewal, §55-50-338. 

Financial responsibility. 

Certification of understanding of and 
compliance with financial 
responsibility law. 

Renewal notice to contain, §55-12-138. 
Reproductions. 

Felonies. 

Reproductions mistaken for valid license, 
§55-50-602. 

Misdemeanors. 

Reproductions not authorized by chapter, 
§55-50-601. 

Required, §55-50-301. 

Exceptions, §55-50-304. 

Restricted licenses. 

Application for restricted license for vehicle 
with ignition interlock, program 
development fee, §55-10-422. 

Imposition of restrictions, §55-50-331. 

Limited purpose restricted license, 
§55-10-409. 

Minors, §55-50-312. 

Suspension of license for driving offense, 
§55-50-502. 

Revocation. 

Appeal, §55-50-502. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Displaying revoked license. 

Misdemeanor, §55-50-601. 

Drag racing, §55-10-503. 

Driving while license revoked. 

Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
offenses void, §55-10-307. 

Penalty, §55-50-504. 

Failure or refusal to surrender, §55-50-601. 

Failure to yield right of way causing serious 
bodily injury or death, §55-8-197. 

Issuance during revocation. 

Prohibited, §55-50-303. 
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DRIVERS’ LICENSES —Cont’d 
Revocation —Cont’d 
Mandatory revocation. 
Grounds, §55-50-501. 
Report of convictions for offenses 
requiring, §55-50-503. 
Surrender of license, §55-50-503. 
Methamphetamine. 
Driving while in possession of, 
§55-50-506. 
Minors. 
Withdrawal from secondary school, 
§§55-50-508 to 55-50-511. 
Restoration of license, §55-50-339. 
Notice, §55-50-504. 
Payment plan for fines and costs, 
§55-50-303. 
Reexamination. 
Refusal or neglect to submit to, 
§55-50-505. 
Restoration, §55-50-502. 
Surrender of license, §55-50-502. 
Driving while license revoked because of 
DUI violation, §55-50-504. 
Municipal ordinances regulating 
certain offenses void, §55-10-307. 
Failure or refusal to surrender, 
§55-50-601. 
Mandatory revocation, §55-50-503. 
Withdrawal from secondary school. 
Administrative review, §55-50-508. 
Applicability of uniform administrative 
procedures act, §55-50-511. 
Hearings, §55-50-509. 


Judicial review of revocation, §55-50-510. 


Restoration of license, §55-50-339. 
Rules and regulations. 
Commercial driver licenses, §55-50-410. 
Commissioner, §55-50-202. 
Safety commissioner. 
Definition of commissioner, §55-50-102. 
Rules and regulations, §55-50-202. 
Safety department. 
Administration by department, §55-50-201. 
Agreements. 
Authority to enter into, §55-50-203. 
Commercial driver licenses. 
Medical cards. 

Valid medical cards to be maintained 
and copy provided to department, 
§55-50-413. 

Definition of department, §55-50-102. 
Deposit of license in lieu of bail. 
Forwarding of license to department, 
§55-50-803. 
Records, §55-50-204. 
Selective services system. 
Electronic transmittal of information, 
§55-50-205. 
Sales not in compliance with chapter. 
Felony, §55-50-602. 
School buses. 
Defined, §55-50-102. 
Seizure of certain licenses, §55-2-108. 


DRIVERS’ LICENSES —Cont’d 
Selective service system. 

Consent to registration on application, 
§55-50-321. 

Department of safety. 

Electronic transmittal of information, 
§55-50-205. 

Sexual or violent offender identification, 

§55-50-353. 

Signature of licensee, §55-50-331. 
Social security numbers. 

Required of applicant for license. 

Storage of information, §55-50-321. 

Surrender of licenses. 

Driving while license revoked because of 
DUI violation, §55-50-504. 

Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
offenses void, §55-10-307. 

Licenses issued by other jurisdictions. 
Prerequisite to issuance of license, 

§55-50-301. 
Revocation or suspension, §55-50-502. 
Suspension. 

Accidents, persons involved. 

Failure to stop according to requirements 
and noncompliance with financial 
responsibility law, §55-10-102. 

Appeal, §55-50-502. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Displaying suspended license. 
Misdemeanor, §55-50-601. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Test for intoxication, refusal, §55-10-407. 
Underage driving while impaired, 

§55-10-415. 

Driving while license suspended. 

Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
offenses void, §55-10-307. 

Penalty, §55-50-504. 

Failure or refusal to surrender. 
Misdemeanor, §55-50-601. 

Felonies. 

Conviction, §55-50-602. 

Grounds, §55-50-502. 

Hearings, §55-50-502. 

Issuance during suspension. 

Prohibited, §55-50-303. 

Judgment for personal or property 

damages. 

Suspension until judgment paid, 
§55-50-501. 

Juvenile delinquency or conviction 
requiring school suspension or 
expulsion. 

Surrender of license and suspension of 
drivers’ license until 18 or for 2 
years, §55-50-512. 

Juvenile offenders, §55-10-702. 
Reinstatement of privileges, §55-10-702. 

Medical disqualification. 

Failure to meet provisions, §55-50-411. 

Minors. 

Withdrawal or failure to maintain 
satisfactory academic progress from 
secondary school, §55-50-502. 
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DRIVERS’ LICENSES —Cont’d 
Suspension —Cont’d 
Misdemeanors. 
Conviction, $55-50-601. 
Notice, §§55-50-504, 55-50-505. 
Operating under license of another 
jurisdiction prohibited, §55-50-502. 
Payment plan for fines and costs, 
§55-50-303. 
Period of suspension, §55-50-502. 
Points. 
Accumulation of sufficient points, 
§55-50-505. 
Recommendation of suspension by court, 
§55-50-503. 
Surrender of license, §55-50-502. 
Driving while license suspended because 
of DUI violation, §55-50-504. 
Municipal ordinances regulating 
certain offenses void, §55-10-307. 
Failure or refusal to surrender. 
Misdemeanor, §55-50-601. 
Underage driving while impaired, 
§55-10-415. 
Temporary driver license. 
Applications. 


Documentation requirements, §55-50-321. 


Canceled, revoked, altered, etc. 
government-issued photo identification, 
display, §55-50-601. 

Classes of licenses, §55-50-302. 

Criteria for issuance. 

Applicable provisions, §55-50-303. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Duplicates, §55-50-332. 

Endorsements, §$55-50-302. 

Examinations, §55-50-322. 

Expiration, §55-50-337. 

Fees, §55-50-323. 

Issuance, §55-50-331. 

Photo identification licenses. 

Application, §55-50-336. 
Fees, §55-50-323. 
Issuance, §§55-50-331, 55-50-336. 

Reproduction, facsimile, etc. designed to be 
mistaken for valid documents, 
§55-50-602. 

When required, §55-50-301. 

Terrorism. 
Forged or fraudulent licenses. 
Penalties, §55-50-602. 
Title of act. 
Short title, §55-50-101. 
Tractors. 
Farm tractors. 
Defined, §55-50-102. 

Unlawful use. 

Misdemeanor, §55-50-601. 
Validity. 

Current licenses, §55-50-305. 
Vehicle. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 
Vehicular homicide. 

Mandatory revocation of license for 
conviction, §55-50-501. 
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DRIVERS PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT 
OF 1994. 
Uniform motor vehicles records 
disclosure act. 
Purposes of provisions to implement federal 
privacy act, §55-25-102. 


DRIVER TRAINING SCHOOLS, 
§§55-19-101 to 55-19-112. 
Certification of completion, §55-19-112. 
Commissioner of safety. 
Licenses. 
Issuance, §55-19-101. 
Suspension or revocation, §§55-19-107, 
55-19-108. 
Rules and regulations. 
Powers of commissioner generally, 
§55-19-106. 
Definitions. 
Commercial driving training school, 
§55-19-109. 
Examinations, §55-19-112. 
Instructors. 
Conduct. 
Rules and regulations, §55-19-105. 
Licenses. 
Issuance. 
Authorized, §55-19-101. 
Required, §§55-19-103, 55-19-1111. 
Licenses. 
Fees, §55-19-110. 
Instructors. 
Issuance. 
Authorized, §55-19-101. 
Required, §§55-19-103, 55-19-111. 
Issuance. 
Authorized, §55-19-101. 
Required, §§55-19-102, 55-19-111. 
Rules and regulations. 
Establishing requirements for granting 
licenses, §55-19-104. 
Suspension or revocation, §§55-19-107, 
55-19-108. 
Review, §55-19-108. 
Misdemeanors. 
Operation of school or acting as instructor 
without license, §55-19-111. 
Rules and regulations. 
Conduct of schools and instructors, 
§55-19-105. 
Licenses. 
Establishing requirements for granting 
licenses, §55-19-104. 
Powers of commissioner generally, 
§55-19-106. 


DRIVEWAYS. 
Right of way. 
Emerging from driveway, §55-8-150. 
Vehicles entering highway from, §55-8-131. 
Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 
Stopping, standing or parking in front, 
§55-8-160. 
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DRIVING TO A CURE (PINK RIBBON). 
License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-349. 


DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED OR 
DRUGGED, 8§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 

Accidents. 

Disclosure of use of drugs or alcohol as 
factor in accident, requirements, 
§55-10-120. 

Adult driving while impaired. 

Repeal of offense, §55-10-421. 

Advice to driver as to consequences of 
refusal of alcohol blood content test, 
§55-10-406. 

Alcohol and drug treatment. 

Assessment and treatment as conditions of 
probation, §55-10-410. 

Inpatient treatment, §55-10-402. 

Alcohol concentration in blood, 
§55-10-401. 

Appearance before magistrate. 

Right to, §55-10-203. 

Arrest. 

Person arrested must be taken before 
magistrate, §55-10-203. 

Bail and recognizance, §55-10-103. 

Blood test to determine alcohol or drug 
content of blood. 

Search warrant requirement for blood test, 
§55-10-406. 

Body cavity searches of persons 
arrested, §55-10-411. 

Confinement in county jail or 
workhouse, §55-10-402. 

Costs of incarceration. 

Portion of fines collected to reimburse 
county or city jail, §55-10-412. 

Drivers’ licenses. 

Commercial driver licenses. 

Penalties, §55-50-405. 

Suspension, §55-50-405. 

What constitutes driving under the 
influence, §55-50-408. 

Drug producing stimulating effects on the 
central nervous system, §55-10-401. 

Forfeiture. 

Driving while license suspended or 
revoked because of violation, 
§55-50-504. 

Municipal ordinances regulating 
certain offenses void, §55-10-307. 

Implied consent to breath test for alcoholic 
content of blood. 

Suspension of license for refusal to 
submit to test, §55-10-407. 

Mandatory revocation of license, 
§55-50-501. 

Prohibition of driving on conviction. 

Restricted license. 

Limited purpose restricted license, 
§55-10-409. 

Restricted motor vehicle operator’s license. 

Limited purpose restricted license, 
§55-10-409. 
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DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED OR 
DRUGGED —Cont’d 

Evidence of prior convictions, §55-10-405. 

Fees. 

Alcohol and drug addiction treatment fee, 
§55-10-413. 

Application for restricted license for vehicle 
with ignition interlock, program 
development fee, §55-10-422. 

Blood alcohol concentration (BAT) test fee, 
§55-10-413. 

Blood alcohol or drug concentration (BADT) 
test fee, §55-10-413. 

Ignition interlock fee, §55-10-413. 

Felonies, §55-10-402. 
Fines, §§55-10-403, 55-10-406. 

Costs of incarceration. 

Portion of fines collected to reimburse 
county or city jail, §55-10-412. 
Forfeiture of driver’s license. 
Driving while license suspended or revoked . 
because of violation, §55-50-504. 
Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
offenses void, §55-10-307. 
Forfeiture of vehicle, §55-10-414. 
Fourth or subsequent offenses, 
§55-10-402. 

Advice to defendant of penalties for 
additional offenses, $55-10-411. 

Fines, §55-10-403. 

Lapse of time between violations, effect on 
status as repeat offender, §55-10-405. 

Ignition interlock devices. 

Compliance-based removal, §55-10-425. 

Confidentiality of information about 
program participants, §55-10-423. 

Driving without device. 

Criminal offense punished by fine and 
imprisonment, §55-50-504. 

Electronic monitoring indigency fund, 
§55-10-419. 

Fees, §55-10-418. 

Electronic monitoring initial use fee, 
§55-10-417. 

Indigent persons. 

Electronic monitoring indigency fund. 
Use fund when device required for 
indigent person, §55-10-419. 

Order for installation and use, §55-10-417. 

Removal after accident and for routine 
vehicle repairs, §55-10-425. 

Removal after compliance with court order, 
§55-10-425. 

Restricted licenses. 

Limited purpose restricted license, 
§55-10-409. 

Tampering with, §55-10-417. 

Implied consent to breath test for 
alcoholic content of blood, §55-10-406. 

Revocation of license for violation of 

provisions, §55-10-407. 
Indictment for subsequent offense. 

Prior conviction(s) required to be alleged, 

§55-10-411. 
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DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED OR 
DRUGGED —Cont’d 
Indigent persons. 
Ignition interlock devices. 
Electronic monitoring indigency fund. 
Use of fund when device required for 
indigent person, §55-10-419. 
Jails, reimbursement for costs of 
incarceration. 
Portion of fines collected, §55-10-412. 
Litter removal. 

In lieu of or in addition to penalties, 

§55-10-402. 
Minor passenger. 

Serious injury or death of minor, sentence 

enhancement, §55-10-402. 
Misdemeanors, §55-50-408. 

Violations generally, §55-10-301. 

Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) 
license plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-380. 
Municipal corporations. 

Ordinances regulating certain offenses void, 
§55-10-307. 

Open container law, §55-10-416. 
Penalties, §55-10-402. 

Fines, §55-10-403. 

Prohibition from operating vehicle for 
certain period of time, §55-10-404. 

Underage driving while impaired. 

Persons 18 or over but under 21, 
§55-10-415. 
Persons under 18, §55-10-415. 

Violations generally, §55-10-301. 

Presumption of impairment, §55-10-411. 
Probation, conditions, §55-10-410. 
Prohibited, §55-10-401. 

Prohibition from driving vehicle. 

Duration of time, §55-10-404. 

Prosecution of second or subsequent 
offenders, §55-10-402. 

Public service work, §55-10-402. 

Repeat offenders. 

Advice to defendant of penalties for 
additional offenses, §55-10-411. 

Effect of lapse of time between violations, 
§55-10-405. 

Restricted motor vehicle operator’s 
license. 

Application for restricted license for vehicle 
with ignition interlock, program 
development fee, §55-10-422. 

Limited purpose restricted license, 
§55-10-409. 

Persons prohibited from driving vehicle, 
§55-10-404. 

Second and subsequent offenses, 
§55-10-402. 

Advice to defendant of penalties for 
additional offenses, §55-10-411. 

Fines, §55-10-403. 

Lapse of time between violations, effect on 
status as repeat offender, §55-10-405. 

Seizure and forfeiture of vehicle, 
§55-10-414. 
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DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED OR 
DRUGGED —Cont’d 
Seizure and forfeiture of vehicle. 
Second and subsequent offense, §55-10-414. 
Sixth or subsequent offense, §55-10-402. 
Strip searches of persons arrested, 
§55-10-411. 
Substance abuse treatment program. 
Condition of probation, §55-10-402. 
Tests for alcoholic or drug content of 
blood, §55-10-406. 
Collection and testing of sample, 
§55-10-408. 
Presumption of impairment, §55-10-411. 
Revocation of license for violation of 
provisions, §55-10-407. 
Third or subsequent offense. 
Advice to defendant of penalties for 
additional offenses, §55-10-411. 
Fines, §55-10-403. 
Lapse of time between violations, effect on 
status as repeat offender, §55-10-405. 
Penalties, §55-10-402. 
Transdermal monitoring devices. 
Defined, §55-10-424. 
Underage driving while impaired, 
§55-10-415. 


DRUG-FREE YOUTHS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 


DRUGS. 
Controlled substances. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 
Drug control act. 
Methamphetamine. 
Possession while operating motor vehicle. 
Municipal ordinances regulating 
certain vehicle offenses void, 
§55-10-307. 
Drug-free youths. 
Motor vehicles. 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 
Juvenile offenders. 
Motor vehicles, §§55-10-701 to 55-10-711. 
Motor vehicle accidents. 

Disclosure of use of drugs or alcohol as 
factor in accident, requirements, 
§55-10-120. 

Motor vehicles. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Addicts not eligible for license, 
§55-50-303. 
Examination of applicants. 
Questions concerning drugs, 
§55-50-322. 
Mandatory revocation of license for 
driving under influence, §55-50-501. 
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DRUGS —Cont’d 
Motor vehicles —Cont’d 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 


DRUG TESTING. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Tests for alcoholic or drug content of blood, 
§55-10-406. 
Collection and testing of sample, 
§55-10-408. 
Revocation of license for violation of 
provisions, §55-10-407. 


DRUNK DRIVING. 

Driving under the influence of 
intoxicant, drug or drug producing 
stimulant, §§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 


DRUNKENNESS. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 
Motor vehicles. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 


DUCKS UNLIMITED. 
License plates, §$55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-299. 


DUI. 

Driving under the influence of 
intoxicant, drug or drug producing 
stimulant, §§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 


DUNE BUGGIES. 

Certificates of title, §55-3-101. 

Child safety in operation of off-highway 
vehicles, §§55-52-201, 55-52-202. 


DWI. 
Generally, §§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 
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EAGLE FOUNDATION LICENSE 


PLATES, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-308. 


EAST TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITAL. 
License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-343. 


EDUCATION. 
Driver training schools, §§55-19-101 to 
55-19-112. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety, 
§§55-51-101 to 55-51-107. 
Motor vehicles. 
Driver training schools, §§55-19-101 to 
55-19-112. 
Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 


ELECTIONS. 
Women suffrage. 
Women’s Suffrage Centennial. 
License plates, §§55-4-208, 55-4-387. 
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ELECTRIC BICYCLES, §§55-8-301 to 
55-8-307. 

Age requirements, §55-8-307. 

Definitions, §55-8-301. 

Equipment requirements, §55-8-305. 

Helmets, §55-8-307. 

Highways. 

Applicability of traffic laws to persons 
riding bicycles on highways, 
§§55-8-171, 55-8-172. 

Operation on street, highway, path, or trail, 
§55-8-306. 

Labels, §55-8-303. 

Requirements and laws applicable to, 
§55-8-302. 

Unlawful modifications, §55-8-304. 


ELECTRIC MOTOR VEHICLES. 
Motor vehicle registration. 
Additional fee for electric vehicles, 
§55-4-116. 


ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTIVE 
MOBILITY DEVICES, §§55-53-101 to 
55-53-105. 

Construction of chapter, §55-53-104. 

Equipment requirements, §55-53-103. 

Governing provisions, §55-53-102. 

Operation on highways, §55-53-104. 

Regulation of use, §55-53-105. 

Transportation department. 

Authority to regulate or prohibit, 
§55-53-104. 


ELECTRIC SCOOTERS. 
Defined. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Regulation of use and operation, 
§55-8-208. 


ELECTRONIC DEVICES. 
Traffic laws. 
Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
$55-8-199. 


ELECTRONIC MONITORING. 
Probation. 
Driving under the influence. 
Substance abuse treatment program as a 
condition of probation, §55-10-402. 


ELECTRONIC MONITORING 
INDIGENCY FUND, §55-10-419. 
Account for ignition interlock devices, 

§55-10-419. 
Account for other monitoring devices, 
§55-10-419. 


ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES. 
Citations. 
Motor vehicles. 
Misdemeanors. 
Traffic citation in lieu of arrest, 
§55-10-207. 
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E-MAIL. 
Traffic laws. 
Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 


EMERGENCY LICENSE PLATES, 
§55-4-203. 

Display on vehicle not properly 
registered in emergency category, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-223. 

Eligibility, §55-4-223. 

Enumeration of categories, §55-4-203. 

Fees, §55-4-204. 


EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES. 
License plates. 
Emergency plates. 
Eligibility, §55-4-223. 
Motor vehicles. 
Yellow dot medical information program. 
Definition of emergency medical 
responders, §55-20-302. 
Generally, §§55-20-301 to 55-20-309. 


EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS. 
License plates. 
Emergency plates. 
Kligibility, §55-4-223. 
Motor vehicles. 
Yellow dot medical information program. 
Definition of emergency medical 
responders, §55-20-302. 
Generally, §§55-20-301 to 55-20-309. 


EMERGENCY VEHICLES. 
Authorized emergency vehicles. 
Bells, sirens or exhaust whistles, §55-9-201. 
Blue flashing emergency lights. 
Applicability of provisions, §55-9-414. 
Defined, §55-8-101. 
Flashing red or white lights, §55-9-402. 
Operation of vehicles and streetcars on 
approach of, §55-8-132. 
Privileges, §55-8-108. 
Right of way, §55-8-132. 
Criminal law and procedure. 
Bells, sirens or exhaust whistles. 
Failure to equip emergency vehicles, 
§55-9-201. 
Demonstration vehicles. 
Bells, sirens or exhaust whistles, §55-9-201. 
Blue flashing emergency lights. 
Applicability of provisions, §55-9-414. 
Flashing red or white lights, §55-9-402. 
Drivers. 
Training. 
Vanessa K. Free emergency services 
training act, §55-8-194. 
Emergency vehicle statute, §55-8-108. 
HOV lanes. 
Use, §55-8-188. 
Misdemeanors. 
Bells, sirens or exhaust whistles. 
Failure to equip emergency vehicles with, 
§55-9-201. 
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EMERGENCY VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Registration. 
Plates, §55-4-127. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 
Vanessa K. Free emergency services 
training act, §55-8-194. 


EMISSIONS TESTS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Antique vehicles. 
Exemption from inspection requirements, 
§55-4-130. 
Grace period, waivers or variances, 
§55-4-128. 
Pre-owned vehicles, sale of, §55-17-127. 


EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES. 
Criminal law and procedure. 
Motor vehicles. 

Requiring or permitting employee to 
operate any vehicle contrary to law, 
§55-10-202. 

Misdemeanors. 
Motor vehicles. 

Requiring or permitting employee to 
operate any vehicle contrary to law, 
§55-10-202. 


ENJOY THE RIDE. 
License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-384. 


ENVIRONMENTAL LICENSE PLATES, 
§55-4-295. 


EVIDENCE. 
Bicycle safety violations, §55-52-106. 
Child passenger restraint systems. 
Failure to use, §55-9-602. 
Copies. 
Motor vehicle records. 
Certified copies, §55-2-105. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Evidence of prior convictions, §55-10-405. 
Motor vehicles. 
Child passenger restraint systems. 
Failure to use, §55-9-602. 
Ownership of automobile. 
Prima facie evidence, §§55-10-311, 
55-10-312. 
Records. 
Certified copies of records, preparation 
and delivery, §55-2-105. 
Safety belts. 
Failure to wear belt. 
Not admissible, §55-9-604. 
Traffic law enforcement. 
Cameras, use of. 
Nonmoving violation for citation based 
solely on unmanned traffic 
enforcement camera, §55-8-198. 


EXAMINATIONS. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety. 
Licensing skills test examination, 
§55-51-107. 
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EXTRAORDINARY WRITS. FEES —Cont’d 
Quo warranto. Motor vehicle financial responsibility 


Motor vehicles. 
Financing sales of motor vehicles. 
Proceedings to restrain violations, 
§55-13-105. 
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FAIRS. 
License plates. 
The Fairgrounds Nashville, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-307. 


FAMILY PURPOSE DOCTRINE. 
Motor vehicles. 
Imputing negligence of child, etc., to parent, 
etc. 
License application, §55-50-312. 
Learners’ permits. 
Accompanying driver liable, §55-50-311. 


FEDERAL DRIVERS PRIVACY 
PROTECTION ACT OF 1994. 

Uniform motor vehicles records 
disclosure act. 


Purposes to implement federal act, 
§55-25-102. 


FEES. 
Constables. 
Speeding violations. 
Making arrests, §55-8-152. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Services of county clerks, §55-50-321. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Alcohol and drug addiction treatment fee, 
§55-10-413. 
Application for restricted license for vehicle 
with ignition interlock, program 
- development fee, §55-10-422. 
Blood alcohol concentration (BAT) test fee, 
§55-10-413. 
Blood alcohol or drug concentration (BADT) 
test fee, §55-10-413. 
Ignition interlock devices. 
Maximum fees, §55-10-418. 
Ignition interlock fee, §55-10-413. 
Ignition interlock devices. 
Electronic monitoring initial use fee, 
§55-10-417. 
Maximum fees, §55-10-418. 
Manufactured homes. 
Transporting mobile homes. 
Height, exceptionally tall, §55-4-407. 
Length standards, §55-4-405. 
Schedule of fees, §55-4-406. 
Single trip or annual permit, §55-4-405. 
Motor vehicle accidents. 
Accident response service fees. 
Prohibited, §55-10-108. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility. 
Verification program. 
Continued coverage failure fee, 
§55-12-210. 


—Cont’d 
Verification program —Cont’d 
Fees not to be imposed on insurers, 
§55-12-215. 
Motor vehicles. 
Certificates of title. 
Use of funds for increase in fees. 
Reduction of odometer tampering and 
fraud, §55-2-112. 
Traffic violation conviction fee, §55-10-315. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses. 
Applications, §55-17-405. 
Biennial licenses fees, §55-17-406. 
Collection, §55-17-414. 
Payment into state treasury, §55-17-413. 
Penalty for late renewal, §55-17-406. 


FELONIES. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§55-10-402. 


5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP 
(AIRBORNE). 

License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-273. 


FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
MOTOR VEHICLES. 

Motor vehicle owners and operators, 
§§55-12-101 to 55-12-215. 


FINES. 
Adjustment. 
Cost of living increases. 
Report by fiscal review committee to 
general assembly. 
Disabled parking enforcement fine, 
§55-21-108. 
Automobile clubs and associations. 
Violation of laws or rules and regulations, 
§55-18-107. 
Bicycle lanes. 
Operating motor vehicles within, §55-8-205. 
Bicycle safety. 
Violations, §55-52-106. 
Bumper stickers, window signs, etc. 
Obscene or patently offensive, §55-8-187. 
Child passenger restraints, §55-9-602. 
Cost of living increases. 
Adjustment to reflect. 
Report by fiscal review committee to 
general assembly. 
Disabled parking enforcement fine, 
§55-21-108. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Learner’s permits. 
Operation of vehicle while using mobile 
telephone, §55-50-311. 
Driving under the influence, §55-10-403. 
Costs of incarceration. 
Portion of fines collected to reimburse 
county or city jail, §55-10-412. 
Ignition interlock devices. 
Driving without device. 
Criminal offense punished by fine and 
imprisonment, §55-50-504. 
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FINES —Cont’d 
Driving under the influence —Cont’d 
Underage driving while impaired, 
§55-10-415. 
Ignition interlock devices. 
Driving without device. 
Criminal offense punished by fine and 
imprisonment, §55-50-504. 
License plates. 
Display violations, amount, disposition, 
§55-4-110. 
Manufactured homes. 
Transporting mobile homes. 
Placards, required posting, §55-4-411. 
Violations, §55-4-412. 
Medical waste. 
Unattended motor vehicles containing 
medical waste, §55-8-162. 
Motorcycles. 
Riding on motorcycles. 
Child riders. 
Footpegs, feet to be on, §55-8-164. 
Motor vehicle equipment. 
Child passenger restraints, §55-9-602. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility. 
Failure to provide proof of, §55-12-139. 
Motor vehicles. 


Altitude from ground level of passenger car. 


Alteration, §55-9-215. 
Bumpers. 
Violations of requirements, §55-9-215. 
Collection, §55-10-304. 
Disposition of penalties collected, 
§55-10-303. 
Community service in lieu of fines and 
costs, §55-50-507. 
Deaf persons. 
Decals or placards. 
Use by other persons, §55-21-112. 
Disabled parking spaces. 
Unauthorized parking, §55-21-108. 
Dismantling and recycling vehicles. 
Noncompliance with requirements 
regarding purchase of vehicles, 
§55-3-203. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Carrying and exhibiting license. 
Violations of provisions, §55-50-351. 
Commercial driver’s license. 
Employer responsibilities. 
Violations, §55-50-405. 
Excessive number, §55-50-405. 
Notification required by employees. 
Violations, §55-50-405. 
Out-of-service order. 
Violating order, §55-50-405. 
Violations of licensure requirements, 
§55-50-405. 
Disposition of fines, §55-50-604. 
Late renewal, §55-50-338. 
Excessive noise from motor vehicle, 
§55-8-193. 
Medical waste. 
Unattended motor vehicles containing 
medical or hazardous waste, 
§55-8-162. 
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FINES —Cont’d 
Motor vehicles —Cont’d 
Methamphetamine. 
Driving while in possession of, 
§55-50-506. 
Off-road vehicles. 
Prohibited acts, §55-10-206. 
Safety belt violations, §55-9-603. 
Sales. 
Licenses. 
Grounds for discipline of licensees, 
§55-17-114. 

Sales licenses. 

Violations of provisions, §55-17-117. 
Size and weight. 

Violations of restrictions, §55-7-206. 
Steering wheels. 

Violations of provisions, §55-9-216. 
Trailers. 

Safety chains for trailers. 

Failure to comply with provisions, 
§55-7-114. 

Transmittal and expenditure of fines and 
penalties collected, §55-6-108. 
Unattended children in motor vehicles, 

§55-10-803. 
Off-highway vehicles. 
Child safety in operation of off-highway 
vehicles. 

Fine for violations, §55-52-202. 
Reckless driving, §55-10-205. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses. 

Civil penalties for violations, §§55-17-408, 
55-17-412. 
School buses. 
Driver operating mobile telephone while 
driving, §55-8-192. 
Speeding violations, §55-8-152. 
Speed zone violations, §55-8-153. 
Traffic laws. 
Bicycle lanes. 
Operating motor vehicles within, 
§55-8-205. 
Failure to yield right of way causing serious 
bodily injury or death, §55-8-197. 
Underage driving while impaired, 
§55-10-415. 
Vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 


FIREARMS AND OTHER WEAPONS. 
National Rifle Association. 
License plates, §§55-4-208, 55-4-302. 


FIREFIGHTERS. 
License plates. 
International association of firefighters, 
§§55-4-208, 55-4-327. 
Retired female firefighter, §55-4-231. 
Motor vehicles. 
Yellow dot medical information program. 
Definition of other responders, 
§55-20-302. 
Generally, §§55-20-301 to 55-20-309. 
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FIRE HYDRANTS. 
Stopping, standing or parking. 
Prohibited within certain distance, 
§55-8-160. 


FIRES AND FIRE PREVENTION. 

Emergency vehicle statute, §55-8-108. 

Fire department recognition act. 
License plates. 

Government service license plates, 

§55-4-219. 
Fire trucks. 
Maximum weight per axle or group of axles, 
exemptions, §55-7-203. 
License plates. 
Firefighter plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-224. 
Motor vehicles. 
Bells, sirens or exhaust whistles on certain 
vehicles. 

Members of regular or volunteer fire 
departments may equip privately 
owned vehicles, §55-9-201. 

Crossing fire hose, §55-8-169. 
Emergency vehicle statute, §55-8-108. 
Fire hydrants. 

Stopping, standing or parking within 
certain distance prohibited, 
§55-8-160. 

Following fire apparatus. 

Prohibited, §55-8-168. 

Maximum weight per axle or group of axles, 
exemptions. 

Emergency fire suppression vehicles, 
§55-7-203. 

Special firemen. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-224. 
Volunteer fire departments. 
License plates. 
Government service license plates, 
§55-4-219. 
Volunteer firefighters. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-224. 
Motor vehicles. 
Registration. 
Fees. 
Exemption from fee, §55-4-140. 


FISH AND WILDLIFE SPECIES 
LICENSE PLATES, $55-4-203. 


FISK UNIVERSITY. 
License plates. 
Proceeds from fees for certain plates 
deposited in fund to benefit historically 
black colleges, §55-4-294. 


FLOOD MOTOR VEHICLES. 

Defined, §55-3-201. 

Disclosure on titling and notice to buyer, 
§55-3-209. 
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FOREIGN COUNTRIES OR STATES. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Memorandum of understanding with 
foreign country. 
Reciprocal agreements to waive 
knowledge and skills tests, 
§55-50-322. 


FORFEITURES. 
Criminal law and procedure. 
Driving under the influence. 
Vehicle seized and forfeited, §55-10-414. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Driving while license suspended or revoked. 
Because of DUI violation, §55-50-504. 
Municipal ordinances regulating 
certain offenses void, §55-10-307. 
Driving under the influence. 
Vehicle forfeited on second or subsequent 
offense, §55-10-414. 
Motor vehicles. 
Disabled parking spaces. 
Unauthorized use of disabled placard. 
Forfeiture of placard, §55-21-108. 
Disabled veterans. 

Certificate of identification, §55-21-106. 
Driving under the influence, §55-10-414. 
Methamphetamine. 

Driving while in possession of. 

Seizure and forfeiture of vehicle, 
§55-50-506. 


FORGERY. 
Motor vehicles. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Criminal offenses, §§55-50-601, 
55-50-602. 
Revocation. 
Grounds for mandatory revocation, 
§55-50-601. 


FORMS. 
Manufactured homes affixed to property. 
Cancellation of motor vehicle title. 
Affidavit of affixation, §55-3-128. 
Motor vehicles. 
Yellow dot medical information system. 
Medical information form, §55-20-305. 
Printing of form, §55-20-306. 


FOSTER CARE. 
Driver’s license. 
Nonparent entities permitted to sign 
application, §55-50-312. 


FRANCHISES. 

Automotive mobility dealers, §55-17-303. 

Recreational vehicles, §§55-28-101 to 
55-28-111. 


FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-326. 
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FRAUD. GASOLINE. 
Misdemeanors. Disabled drivers. 


Motor vehicles. 
Certificates of title. 
Fraudulent statements in applications, 
§55-5-113. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility. 
Verification program, false or fraudulent 
information provided, §55-12-210. 
Motor vehicles. 
Application for registration or certificate of 
registration. 
Fraudulent statement, §55-5-113. 
Certificates of title. 
Fraudulent statements in applications, 
§55-5-113. 
Identification numbers. 
Altering or changing number 
fraudulently, §55-5-112. 


FRIENDS OF GREAT SMOKY 
MOUNTAINS. 

License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 
55-4-296. 


FRIENDS OF SHELBY PARK AND 
BOTTOMS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-313. 


FRIENDS OF SYCAMORE SHOALS 
HISTORIC AREA, INC. 
License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-323. 


FUNDS. 

Animal population control endowment 
fund. 

License plates, §55-4-317. 

Electronic monitoring indigency fund, 
§55-10-419. 

Uninsured motorist identification 
restricted fund, §55-12-213. 


FUNERAL PROCESSIONS. 
Motorcycle helmet law, exception, 
§55-9-302. 

Operation of vehicle, §55-8-183. 
Properly identified. 

Defined, §55-8-183. 
Rights of way, §55-8-183. 
Speed, §55-8-183. 


FUNERALS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Funeral processions, §55-8-183. 
Motorcycle helmet law, exception, 
§55-9-302. 


G 


GARAGES. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles. 
Notifications by garagekeeper of possession 
of vehicles, §55-16-105. | 


GARBAGE AND TRASH. 
Motor vehicles. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 


Refueling service for disabled drivers. 
General provisions, §§55-21-201 to 
55-21-209. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
Fiscal review committee. 
Fines. 
Adjustment to reflect cost of living 
increases. 

Disabled parking enforcement fine, 
§55-21-108. 

House of representatives. 
Speaker. 
License plates. 

Commemorative plate design to be 
approved by speaker, §55-4-103. 

Special general assembly plate suffixes 
assigned by speaker, §55-4-220. 

Legislator emeritus. 
License plates, §55-4-229. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-220. 
Legislator emeritus, §55-4-229. 
Senate. 
Speaker. 
License plates. 

Special general assembly plate suffixes 
to be assigned by speaker, 
§55-4-220. 

Motor vehicles. 
Registration plates. 
Commemorative plate design to be 
approved by speaker, §55-4-103. 
Speaker of the house. 
License plates. 
Special general assembly plates. 

Assignment of suffix by speaker, 
§55-4-220. 

Motor vehicles. 
Registration plates. 
Commemorative plates. 
Approval of design by speaker, 
§55-4-103. 
Speaker of the senate. 
License plates. 
Special general assembly plates. 

Assignment of suffixes by speaker, 
§55-4-220. 

Motor vehicles. 
Registration plates. 

Commemorative plates. 

Approval of design by speaker, 
§55-4-108. 


GIFTS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Yellow dot medical information system. 
Transportation department acceptance of 
donations, grants, etc, §55-20-303. 


GLASS. 
Highways. 
Putting glass on highways, §55-8-170. 
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GLOBAL POSITIONING MONITORING 
SYSTEM DEVICES. 
Driving under the influence. 
Substance abuse treatment program as a 
condition of probation. 
Use of monitoring system, §55-10-402. 


GOLD STAR FAMILIES. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-264. 
Fees, §55-4-204. 


GOLF CARTS. 
Defined, §55-1-123. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 


GOVERNOR. 
Highway safety programs. 
Approval of local highway safety programs, 
§55-20-101. 
Responsibility for administration, 
§55-20-102. 


GPS. 
Driving under the influence. 
Substance abuse treatment program as a 
condition of probation. 
Use of monitoring system, §55-10-402. 


GRANDPARENTS. 
Minors driver’s license. 
Signing, §55-50-312. 


GRANTS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Yellow dot medical information system. 
Transportation department acceptance of 
donations, grants, etc, §55-20-303. 


GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS. 
License plates. 
Friends of Great Smoky Mountains, 
§§55-4-208, 55-4-204, 55-4-296. 


GREENE COUNTY. 
License plates. 
Greene County School System, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-382. 


GUARDIANS FOR MINORS. 
Driver’s license. 
Nonparent entities permitted to sign 
application, §55-50-312. 


GUIDE DOGS. 
Right of way. 
Pedestrians led by guide dogs, §55-8-180. 


H 


HABITAT FOR HUMANITY. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-378. 


HABITUAL CRIMINALS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Petition for reinstatement of license, 
§55-10-601. 


HANDICAPPED PERSONS. 
Drivers. 
Disabled drivers, §§55-21-101 to 55-21-113, 
55-21-112, 55-21-1138, 55-21-201 to 
55-21-209. 


INDEX 


HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Liability for spill of hazardous waste from 
twin trailer truck, §55-10-314. 
Spills. 
Liability for spill of hazardous waste from 
twin trailer truck, §55-10-314. 


HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT. 
Motor vehicles. 
Unattended motor vehicles containing 
medical or hazardous waste, §55-8-162. 


HELMETS. 
Bicycles, §§55-52-104, 55-52-105. 
Electric bicycles, §55-8-307. 
Protective bicycle helmet. 
Defined, §55-52-103. 
Electric bicycles, §55-8-307. 
Motorcycles, §55-9-302. 
Off-highway vehicles. 
Child safety in operation of off-highway 
vehicles. 
Appropriate helmet required, §55-52-201. 


HELPING SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-292. 


HIGHWAY PATROL. 
Warrantless arrests. 
Motor vehicle accidents. 

Death or serious bodily injury involved 
and driver lacking license and 
evidence of financial responsibility, 
§55-10-119. 


HIGHWAYS. 
Animal-drawn vehicles. 
Regulations governing, §55-8-178. 
Bicycle lanes. 
Operating motor vehicles within, §55-8-205. 
Bicycles. 

Applicability of traffic laws to persons 
riding bicycles on highways, 
§§55-8-171, 55-8-172. 

Electric bicycles. 

Operation on street, highway, path, or 

trail, §55-8-306. 
Riding on roadways, §55-8-175. 
Controlled-access highways, §55-8-152. 

Defined, §55-8-101. 

Driving onto or from, §55-8-126. 

Restrictions on use, §55-8-127. 

Speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Counties. 

Off-highway vehicles. 

County roads, operation on, §55-8-203. 
Safety programs, §§55-20-101, 55-20-102. 
Speed limits. 

Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Criminal law and procedure. 

Controlled-access highways. 

Driving onto or from, §55-8-126. 

Restrictions on use, §55-8-127. 

Glass. 

Putting on highway, §55-8-170. 
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HIGHWAYS —Cont’d 
Criminal law and procedure —Cont’d 

Nails. 

Putting on highway, §55-8-170. 

Nonmotor vehicles. 

Violations of regulations governing, 
§55-8-178. 

Signal lights. 

Defacement, alteration, etc., §55-8-114. 

Display or sale of unauthorized signals, 
§55-8-113. 

Failure to obey any required 
traffic-control device, §55-8-109. 

Wrecked vehicles. 

Removal from highways, §55-8-170. 
Divided highways. 
Driving on, §55-8-125. 
Slow poke law, §55-8-204. 
Electric bicycles. 

Applicability of traffic laws to persons 
riding bicycles on highways, 
§§55-8-171, 55-8-172. 

Operation on street, highway, path, or trail, 
§55-8-306. 

Electric personal assistive mobility 
devices. 
Operation on highways, §55-53-104. 
Glass. 

Putting on highway prohibited, §55-8-170. 
HOV lanes, §55-8-188. 
Interstate highways. 

Speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Trucks. 

Speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Medians. 

Loitering or conducting commercial activity, 
§55-8-139. 

Misdemeanors. 

Controlled-access highways. 

Driving onto or from, §55-8-126. 
Restrictions on use, §55-8-127. 

Glass. 

Putting on highway, §55-8-170. 

Nails. 

Putting on highway, §55-8-170. 

Nonmotor vehicles. 

Regulations governing. 
Violations as class C misdemeanor, 
§55-8-178. 
Signal lights. 
Failure to obey any required 
traffic-control device, §55-8-109. 
Municipal corporations. 
Speed limits. 
Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Nails. 
Putting on highway prohibited, §55-8-170. 
Nonmotor vehicles. 
Regulations governing, §55-8-178. 
No-passing zones, §55-8-121. 
One-way roads. 

Department of transportation may 

designate, §55-8-122. 
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HIGHWAYS —Cont’d 
Parking. 
Entrance or exit ramps of highways, 

§55-8-158. 

Highways outside of business and residence 

districts, §§55-8-158, 55-8-159. 

Signs. 

Stopping, standing and parking 
restrictions on highways outside of 
municipalities, §55-8-161. 

Penalties. 
Nonmotor vehicles. 

Violations of regulations governing, 

§55-8-178. 
Private roads. 
Right of way. 

Vehicle entering highway from private 
road, §55-8-131. 

Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 

Roller skates. 

Restrictions on use on highways, §55-8-173. 
Rotary traffic island. 

Driving to right of island, §55-8-122. 
Rules of the road. 

General provisions, §§55-8-101 to 55-8-209. 
Safety programs. 

Governor. 

Approval of programs, §55-20-101. 

Responsibility for administration, 
§55-20-102. 

Signal lights. 
Bicycles unable to trigger vehicle detection 

device at intersection, §55-8-110. 

Colors, §55-8-110. 
Defacement, alteration, etc., §55-8-114. 

Prohibited, §55-8-114. 

Definition of traffic-control signals, 

§55-8-101. 

Flashing signals, §55-8-112. 
Generally, §55-8-110. 
Indication of ownership on signals, 

§55-8-184. 

Inoperative signals. 

Stop required, proceed with caution, 

§55-8-110. 
Interference with signals. 
Prohibited, §55-8-114. 
Left turn on red, §55-8-110. 
Misdemeanors. 
Unlawful possession, §55-8-184. 
Motorcycles unable to trigger vehicle 
detection device at intersection, 

§55-8-110. 

Obedience to any required traffic-control 

device, §55-8-109. 

Pedestrians, §§55-8-110, 55-8-111. 

Subject to traffic-control signals, 
§55-8-133. 

Removal. 

Prohibited, §55-8-114. 

Stopping, standing and parking. 

Prohibited within thirty feet of 
traffic-control signals, §55-8-160. 
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HIGHWAYS —Cont’d 
Signal lights —Cont’d 

Unauthorized signals. 

Display or sale prohibited, §55-8-113. 

Unlawful possession, §55-8-184. 

Signs. 

Stopping, standing and parking restrictions 
on highways outside of municipalities, 
§55-8-161. 

Slow poke law, §55-8-204. 
Standing along roadways. 

Limitations, §55-8-139. 

Stopping, standing and parking 
restrictions. 

Highways outside of municipalities, 
§55-8-161. 

Toy vehicles. 

Restrictions on use on highways, §55-8-173. 
Wrecked vehicles. 

Removal from highways, §55-8-170. 


HISTORIC FRANKLIN. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-330. 


HIT AND RUN ACCIDENTS. 
Drivers to stop at scene of accident, 
§§55-10-101, 55-10-102. 


HITCHHIKING. 
Prohibited, §55-8-139. 


HOME-MADE TRAILER ACT, §55-4-101. 


HOMICIDE. 
Descent and distribution. 
Drivers’ licenses. 

Mandatory revocation of license for 
conviction of manslaughter resulting 
from operation of motor vehicle, 
§55-50-501. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Vehicular homicide, when charged as, 
§55-10-402. 
Vehicular homicide. 
Arrest. 
Person arrested must be taken before 
magistrate, §55-10-203. 
Bail and recognizance. 
Admission to bail, §55-10-203. 
Drivers’ licenses. 

Mandatory revocation for conviction, 

§55-50-501. 


HORSES. 
Horse-drawn vehicles. 
Lights required, §55-9-401. 
State horse. 
Tennessee walking horse. 
Special license plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-316. 


HOSPITALS. 
East Tennessee Children’s Hospital. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-343. 
Monroe Carell Jr. children’s hospital at 
Vanderbilt. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-342. 
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HOSPITALS —Cont’d 
Niswonger children’s hospital. 
License plates, §§55-4-208, 55-4-345. 
Saint Jude children’s research hospital. 
License plates, §§55-4-208, 55-4-204, 
55-4-293. 


HOUSEBOATS. 
Motor vehicle size and weight. 
Permits for moving vehicles of excess size 
or weight, §55-7-205. 


HOUSE TRAILERS. 
Perfection of security interest, §55-3-126. 


HUMAN RESOURCE AGENCIES. 
License plates. 

Government service license plates, 
§55-4-219. 


HUMAN TRANSPORTERS. 
Electric personal assistive mobility 
devices, §§55-53-101 to 55-53-105. 


HYBRID-ELECTRIC MOTOR VEHICLES. 
Motor vehicle registration. 
Additional fee for electric vehicles, 
§55-4-116. 


IDENTIFICATION. 
Photo identification. 

Brain injury, intellectual disability or 
developmental disability. 

Indication on license or identification as 
to, §55-50-307. 

Canceled, revoked, altered, etc 
government-issued photo identification, 
display, §55-50-601. 

Military service, designation on 
identification, §55-50-354. 

Reproduction, facsimile, etc designed to be 
mistaken for valid documents, 
§55-50-602. 


IDENTIFICATION LICENSE. 
Photo identification license restricted to 
identification, §55-50-336. 

Canceled, revoked, altered, etc 
government-issued photo identification, 
display, §55-50-601. 

Reproduction, facsimile, etc designed to be 
mistaken for valid documents, 
§55-50-602. 


IDENTITY THEFT. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Victims of identity theft victims. 
New license, issuance, §55-50-331. 


IGNITION INTERLOCK DEVICES. 
Compliance-based removal, §55-10-425. 
Confidentiality of information about 
program participants, §55-10-423. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Restricted licenses. 
Limited purpose restricted license, 
§55-10-409. 


INDEX 


IGNITION INTERLOCK DEVICES 
—Cont’d 
Driving without device. 
Criminal offense punished by fine and 
imprisonment, §55-50-504. 
Electronic monitoring indigency fund, 
§55-10-419. 
Fees. 
Electronic monitoring initial use fee, 
§55-10-417. 
Maximums, §55-10-418. 
Indigent persons. 
Electronic monitoring indigency fund. 
Use of fund when device required for 
indigent person, §55-10-419. 


Order for installation and use, §55-10-417. 


Removal after accident and for routine 
vehicle repairs, §55-10-425. 

Removal after compliance with court 
order, §55-10-425. 

Tampering with, §55-10-417. 


IMMOBILE MOTOR VEHICLES. 

Defined, §55-16-103. 

Towing restrictions, §55-16-111. 

Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles 
generally, §§55-16-103 to 55-16-113. 


IMMUNITY. 
Child passenger restraint systems. 
Installers or inspectors of systems, 
§55-9-602. 
Motor vehicles. 
Child passenger restraint systems. 
Installers or inspectors of systems, 
§55-9-602. 
Emergencies. 
Authorized emergency vehicles. 
Injuries caused to persons fleeing 


pursuit by law enforcement officers. 


Governmental immunity from 
liability, §55-8-108. 
Racing. 
Promoters, release from liability by 
participants. 
Practice approval, §55-22-103. 


IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY. 
Motor vehicles. 
Defined, §55-1-108. 
Exception to registration and certificate of 
title provisions, §55-3-101. 
Flashing white or amber lights on escort 
motor vehicle, §55-9-402. 
Perfection of security interest, §55-3-126. 


IMPLIED CONSENT. 
Motor vehicles. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Implied consent to breath test for 


alcoholic content of blood, §55-10-406. 


Revocation of license for violation of 
provisions, §55-10-407. 
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IMPOUNDMENT. 
Methamphetamine vehicle. 
Notice of impoundment for 


methamphetamine manufacture, 
§55-3-210. 


IMPUTED NEGLIGENCE. 
Car sharing program insurance 
coverage. 
Exemption from vicarious liability for 
program and owner, §55-12-306. 
Family purpose doctrine. 
Motor vehicles, §§55-50-311, 55-50-312. 


INCAPACITATED PERSONS. 
Recreational vehicle franchises. 
Deceased, incapacitated, or retired dealer. 
Succession to dealership by family 
member, §55-28-106. 


INDEMNIFICATION. 
Car sharing program insurance 
coverage. 
Disclosures to shared vehicle owners and 
shared vehicle drivers, §55-12-307. 
Equipment. 
Responsibility for equipment, §55-12-309. 


INDICTMENTS. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Subsequent offense indictments. 
Prior conviction(s) required to be alleged, 
§55-10-411. 


INDIGENT PERSONS. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Ignition interlock devices. 
Electronic monitoring indigency fund. 
Use of fund when device required for 
indigent person, §55-10-419. 
Ignition interlock devices. 
Electronic monitoring indigency fund. 
Use of fund when device required for 
indigent person, §55-10-419. 


INFANTS. 
Alcoholic beverages. 
Motor vehicles. 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 
Bicycles. 
Child safety, §§55-52-101 to 55-52-106. 


IN GOD WE TRUST. 
License plates, §55-4-103. 


INJUNCTIONS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Financing sales of motor vehicles. 
Proceedings to restrain violations, 
§55-13-105. 
Sales licenses. 
Violations of provisions, §55-17-117. 
Recreational vehicle franchises, 
§55-28-111. 
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INJUNCTIONS —Cont’d 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 
§55-17-412. 


INSPECTIONS. 
Antique vehicles. 
Exemption from inspection requirements, 
§55-4-130. 
Motor vehicles. 
Antique vehicles. 
Exemption from inspection requirements, 
§55-4-130. 
Entry into shopping center or office park 
premises, §55-10-316. 


INSURANCE. 
Commissioner of commerce and 
insurance. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§§55-18-101 to 55-18-109. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety. 
Discount for successful completion of rider 
training course, §55-51-106. 
Motor vehicles. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§§55-12-301 to 55-12-311. 
Certificates of title. 
Transfer of title to insurance company. 
Type of title company to obtain, 
§55-3-120. 
Racing, insurance of general public, 
§55-22-101. 
Violation of requirement, §55-22-104. 
Peer-to-peer car sharing. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§§55-12-301 to 55-12-311. 


INSURANCE COMPANIES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Salvage vehicles, nonrepairable vehicles or 
flood vehicles. 
Application for salvage title or 
nonrepairable vehicle certificate on 
acquiring ownership, §55-3-209. 


Nonrepairable passenger motor vehicles. 


Application for nonrepairable vehicle 
certificate upon acquiring ownership, 
§55-3-209. 

Salvage motor vehicles. 

Application for salvage title upon acquiring 

ownership, §55-3-209. 


INTELLECTUAL AND 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES. 
Drivers’ licenses. 

Indication on license or identification as to 
acquired brain injury, intellectual 
disability or developmental disability, 
§55-50-307. 

Photo identification cards. 

Indication on identification as to acquired 
brain injury, intellectual disability or 
developmental disability, §55-50-307. 


INDEX 


INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
FIREFIGHTERS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-327. 


INTERSTATE COMPACTS. 
Driver’s licenses. 
Interstate driver license compact, 
§§55-50-901 to 55-50-903. 


I RECYCLE. 
License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-360. 


ISAIAH 117 HOUSE. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-377. 


J 


JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-366. 


JAILS AND JAILERS. 
Driving under the influence. 
Costs of incarceration. 
Portion of fines collected to reimburse 
county or city jail, §55-10-412. 


JAMES LEE ATWOOD JR. LAW. 
Insurance verification program, 
§§55-12-201 to 55-12-311. 


JAY WALKING, §55-8-135. 
JOYRIDING, §55-5-104. 


JUDGES. 
License plates. 
Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-221. 


JUVENILE PROCEEDINGS. 
Judges. 

License plates. 

Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-221. 

License plates. 

Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 

55-4-221. 


K 


KAPPA ALPHA PSI. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 


KICKBACKS. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
towing of, §55-16-113. 


KNOXVILLE COLLEGE. 
License plates. 
Proceeds from fee for certain plates 
deposited in fund to benefit historically 
black colleges, §55-4-294. 


INDEX 


LABELS. 
Electric bicycles, §55-8-303. 


LANE COLLEGE. 
License plates. 
Proceeds from fee for certain plates 
deposited in fund to benefit historically 
black colleges, §55-4-294. 


LEASES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Motor vehicle registration. 
Staggered renewal periods for large 
businesses, §55-4-104. 
Neglect to return, §55-5-104. 
Recreational vehicles. 
Carbon monoxide detectors required, 
§55-9-218. 
Salvage title or nonrepairable vehicle 
certificate of title. 
Lessor to apply where leased vehicle 
incurs damage requiring titling as, 
§55-3-209. 


LEASHES. 
Blaze orange dog leash. 
Restricted to use by blind or deaf persons, 
§55-8-179. 
Right of way of pedestrian, §55-8-180. 


LEAVING THE SCENE OF AN 
ACCIDENT. 
Motor vehicle accidents. 
Damage to vehicle involved, §55-10-102. 
Death or personal injury involved, 
§55-10-101. 


LE BONHEUR CHILDREN’S MEDICAL 
CENTER LICENSE PLATES, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-347. 


LEGION OF MERIT. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-275. 


LEGISLATOR EMERITUS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-229. 


LEMON LAW. 
Motor vehicles. 
Warranties, §§55-24-101 to 55-24-112. 


LEMOYNE-OWEN COLLEGE. 
License plates. 
Proceeds from fee for certain plates 
deposited in fund to benefit historically 
black colleges, §55-4-294. 


LICENSE PLATES. 

African American Breast Cancer 
Awareness, §§55-4-203, 55-4-374. 
Agriculture promotion through market 

development, education and 
awareness, $$55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-298. 
Air Force Cross recipients, §55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
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LICENSE PLATES —Cont’d 
Air Medal (Meritorious) recipients, 
§§55-4-204, 55-4-260. 
Air Medal (Valor) recipients, §55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Allocation of revenue from, §§55-4-215 to 
55-4-217, 55-4-290, 55-4-301. 
Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority, §§55-4-2038, 
55-4-204, 55-4-294. 
Alpha Phi Alpha, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 
ALS Awareness license plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-372. 
Altering, falsifying or forging, §55-5-116. 
Alumni Program of the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-340. 
Amateur radio station licensees, 
§55-4-225. 
American Lung Association, §55-4-203. 
American Red Cross, §55-4-203. 
Animal friendly, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-317. 
Animal population control endowment 
fund, §55-4-317. 
Antique motor vehicles, §§55-4-111, 
55-4-203, 55-4-204. 
Appalachian Trail, §$55-4-2038, 55-4-311. 
Arts, support of, §55-4-264. 
Allocation of revenue, §55-4-217. 
Supporters of the arts license plates. 
Allocation of revenue, §55-4-290. 
Autism Awareness, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-354. 
Automated license plate recognition 
system. 
Limitation on storage of data, §55-10-302. 
Bicycles. 
Share the Road license plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-312. 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-386. 
Blue Star family plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-265. 
Brain injury awareness, §55-4-203. 
Breast cancer. 
African American Breast Cancer Awareness, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-374. 
Driving to a cure (Pink Ribbon), §§55-4-2038, 
55-4-349. 
Tennessee Breast Cancer Coalition, 
§55-4-203. 
Bronze Star (Meritorious) recipients, 
§55-4-260. 
Bronze Star (Valor) recipients, §$55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Center for Living and Learning, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-381. 
Childhood Cancer Awareness license 
plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-375. 
CHILDREN FIRST}, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-291. 
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Children’s hospital at Johnson City 
medical center, §55-4-345. 
Choose life, §55-4-350. 
Civil rights plates, §55-4-203. 
Civil War preservation, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-321. 
Coast guard auxiliary, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-270. 
Collegiate plates. 
Administrative issuance, §55-4-210. 
Defined, §55-4-201. 
Enumeration of categories, §55-4-203. 
Format, §55-4-241. 
Congress. 
U.S. Senate and House of Representatives, 
§55-4-203. 


Congressional Medal of Honor recipients, 


§55-4-258. 
Constables. 

Emergency plates, §55-4-223. 
Consular plates, §55-4-203. 
Contents, §55-4-103. 

Criminal law and procedure. 

Display violations, §55-4-110. 
Cultural earmarked plates. 

Allocation of revenue, §55-4-217. 
Cultural plates. 

Allocation of revenue from, $55-4-216. 

County name requirement. 

Waiver, §55-4-206. 

Defined, §55-4-201. 

Design and contents, §55-4-212. 

Enumeration of categories, §55-4-203. 

Fees, §55-4-204. 

Issuance, §§55-4-210, 55-4-212. 

Personalized plates, §55-4-214. 

Allocation of revenue from personalized 
plates, §55-4-215. 

Promotional campaign, §55-4-213. 
Daughters of the American Revolution, 

§55-4-203. 

Deaf owners, §55-21-112. 
Dealer plates, §§55-4-117, 55-4-226. 

Applications, §55-4-226. 

Boat dealers. 

Issuance of registration plates to 
manufacturers and dealers of boats, 
§55-4-226. 

Special purpose license plates. 

Definition to include boat dealers, 
§55-4-201. 

Eligibility, §55-17-125. 

Enumeration of categories, §55-4-203. 

Expiration, §55-4-226. 

Fees, §55-4-204. 

Persons eligible for issuance, §55-4-226. 

Renewal, §55-4-226. 

Rules and regulations, §55-4-226. 

Suspension or revocation, §55-5-118. 

Judicial review, §55-5-119. 

Return of evidences of registration by 
owner, §55-5-119. 

Special plates, §55-5-118. 
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Dealer plates —Cont’d 
Temporary plates where dealer plates 
cannot be used, §55-4-226. 
Decals. 
Issuance of validating decals in lieu of 
plates, §55-4-104. 
Removal. 
Unlawful removal, §55-4-129. 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International, §§55-4-203, 55-4-233. 
Delta Sigma Theta, §$55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 
Design, §§55-4-202, 55-4-212. 
Disabled drivers. 
Issuance of distinguishing plates, 
§55-21-103. 
Special plates, §55-4-209. 


Symbol on plate, driver or passenger with a 


disability, §55-21-104. 
Use of distinguishing placard in lieu of 
plate, §55-21-103. 
Disabled persons, §§55-4-203, 55-4-209. 
Disabled veterans, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-256. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Service-connected, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 
55-4-277. 
Display, manner, criminal penalty for 
violating, §55-4-110. 
Distinguished Flying Cross recipients, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-259. 
Distinguished Service Cross recipients, 
§55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Dollywood foundation, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-352. 
Down Syndrome awareness, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-371. 
Driving to a cure (Pink Ribbon), 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-349. 
Ducks Unlimited, $55-4-299. 
Eagle Foundation, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-308. 
East Tennessee Children’s Hospital, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-343. 
Eligibility, §55-4-203. 
Emergency plates, §55-4-203. 

Eligibility, §55-4-223. 

Enumeration of categories, §55-4-203. 

Fees, §55-4-204. 

Enemy evadees, §55-4-263. 

Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 
Enjoy the Ride, §§55-4-203, 55-4-384. 
Environmental plates, §§55-4-203, 

55-4-295. 
Exceptions to provisions, §55-4-202. 
Expiration, §§55-4-104, 55-4-207. 
Failure to display plates. 
Penalties, §55-5-114. 
Fees, §§55-4-202, 55-4-204. 
Military member or veteran with 
service-connected disability. 
Exemption from fees, §55-4-137. 


INDEX 


LICENSE PLATES —Cont’d 
Fees —Cont’d 
Personalized plates, §55-4-214. 
Allocation of revenue from personalized 
plates, §55-4-215. 
Reflectorized plates, §55-4-103. 
Replacement of mutilated or effaced plates, 
§55-4-103. 
Services by county clerks, §55-6-104. 
5th special forces group (airborne), 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-273. 
Firefighters, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-224, 
55-4-327. 
Retired female firefighter, §55-4-231. 
Fish and wildlife species, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-307. 
Forms, §55-4-103. 
Fraternal Order of Police, §$§55-4-203, 
55-4-326. 
Freight motor vehicles. 
System of registration and renewals, 
§55-4-104. 
Friends of Great Smoky Mountains, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 55-4-296. 
Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-313. 
Friends of Sycamore Shoals Historic 
Area, Inc, §§55-4-203, 55-4-323. 
General assembly, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-220. 
Gold Star Family plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-264. 
Government service, §§55-4-203, 55-4-219. 
Greene County School System, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-382. 
Habitat for Humanity, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-378. 
Helping school volunteers, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-292. 
Historic Franklin, §§55-4-203, 55-4-330. 
Historic military vehicles. 
Display of plates, §55-4-110. 
House of representatives or senate 
plates, §55-4-203. 
Illumination requirements, §55-4-110. 
Improper use of evidences of 
registration, §55-5-115. 
“In God We Trust” language displayed on 
license plates, §55-4-103. 
International association of firefighters, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-327. 
I RECYCLE, §§55-4-203, 55-4-360. 
Isaiah 117 House, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-377. 
Issuance, §§55-4-101, 55-4-109, 55-4-202, 
55-4-203. 
Jackson State University, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-366. 
Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-221. 
Junked or salvage motor vehicles. 
Sale or transfer of plates prohibited, 
§55-5-127. 
Kappa Alpha Psi, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 
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Kiwanis International plates, §55-4-203. 

Labrador retriever foundation, $55-4-203. 

Le Bonheur Children’s Medical Center, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 55-4-347. 

Legion of Merit recipients, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-275. 

Legislator emeritus, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-229. 

Linemen Power Tennessee, §$55-4-203, 
55-4-361. 

Lost plate or decal. 

Replacements, §55-4-105. 

Loyal Order of Moose, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-376. 

Make-A-Wish Foundation, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-373. 

Manufacturers. 

Issuance of dealer plates, §55-4-226. 

Suspension or revocation of special plates, 
§55-5-118. 

Masons, §§55-4-208, 55-4-329. 
Maximum number of characters, 
§55-4-205. 
McCallie school, §55-4-203. 
Medal of Honor recipients, §§55-4-2038, 
55-4-204, 55-4-259. 
Memorial plates, §55-4-250. 
Allocation of revenue from, §55-4-218. 
County name requirement. 
Waiver, §55-4-206. 

Defined, §55-4-201. 

Enumeration of categories, §55-4-203. 

Free of charge, §55-4-204. 

Issuance, §55-4-212. 

Memphis and Shelby county humane 
society plates, §55-4-203. 
Memphis Grizzlies, §§55-4-203, 55-4-336. 
Memphis Redbirds plates, §55-4-203. 
Memphis Rock ’n’ Soul Museum plates, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-364. 
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-370. 
Military plates. 
Categorization as cultural plates, §55-4-203. 
Military service. 
Disability connected to service. 
Exemption from fees, §55-4-137. 
Misdemeanors. 
Emergency plates. 
Display on vehicle not properly registered 
in emergency category, §55-4-223. 
Removal of registration decal or plate. 
Unlawful removal, §55-4-129. 
Stolen plates. 
Use of, §55-5-126. 
Monroe Carell Jr. children’s hospital at 
Vanderbilt, §§55-4-203, 55-4-342. 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), 
§§55-4-208, 55-4-380. 
Motor carriers. 

Authority to refuse to issue or transfer, 
revoke, or suspend registration, plate, 
or certificate of vehicle where carrier 
has been prohibited from operating, 
§55-4-141. 
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Motorcycles. 
Display of license plate, §55-4-110. 
International association of firefighters. 
Special plates, §55-4-327. 
Memorial plates, §55-4-271. 
Owned by judiciary members, §55-4-221. 
Sons of Confederate veterans license plates, 
§55-4-322. 

Mutilated or effaced plates. 
Replacement, §55-4-103. 

Nashville Predators, §§55-4-203, 55-4-335. 

National guard plates, §§55-4-203, 

55-4-204, 55-4-255. 
Motorcycles, §55-4-271. 
National Rifle Association, §§55-4-208, 
55-4-302. 
National wild turkey federation, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-306. 

Navy Cross recipients, §55-4-259. 

Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
New specialty earmarked plates. 
Allocation of revenue, §55-4-301. 
Personalized plates. 
Allocation of revenue from personalized 
plates, §55-4-215. 
Defined, §55-4-201. 
Design and contents, §55-4-212. 
Issuance, §55-4-210. 
Personalized plates, §55-4-214. 
Allocation of revenue from personalized 
plates, §55-4-215. 
Promotional campaign, §55-4-213. 
Niswonger children’s hospital, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-345. 
Nongame and endangered wildlife 
species, §§55-4-203, 55-4-297. 
Nonprofit organizations. 
Special purpose nonprofit organization 
plates, §55-4-228. 
Certification of status required, 
§55-4-202. 

Number of plates, §§55-4-109, 55-4-210. 

Nurses, §§55-4-203, 55-4-348. 

Obsolete plates, §55-4-202. 

OEM headquarters company, §$55-4-203, 

55-4-227. 

Off-highway vehicles, §§55-4-203, 55-4-701. 
Authorization and issuance, §55-4-210. 
Fees, §55-4-204. 

Off-highway vehicle license plate defined, 
§55-4-201. 
Temporary permits, §55-4-702. 
Omega Psi Phi, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 
101st Airborne Screaming Eagle, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-385. 

Orders. 

Minimum orders, §55-4-202. 

Paratrooper license plates, §§55-4-203, 

55-4-204, 55-4-272. 
Pat Summitt foundation, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-355. 
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Pearl Harbor survivors, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-262. 
Penn State University alumnus, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-242. 
Personalized plates. 
Administrative issuance, §55-4-210. 
Allocation of revenue from personalized 
plates, §55-4-215. 
Categorization as cultural plates, §55-4-203. 
Defined, §55-4-201. 
Fees, §55-4-214. 
Allocation of revenue from personalized 
plates, §55-4-215. 
Plates not eligible for personalization, 
§55-4-214. 
Registration numbers, §55-4-214. 
Personalized trailer plates. 
Defined, §55-4-201. 
Phi Beta Sigma, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 
Placards. 
Symbol on plate, §55-21-104. 
Police benevolent association, §§$55-4-203, 
55-4-230. 
Prisoners of war, §§55-4-203, 55-4-261. 
Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 
Promotional campaign, §55-4-213. 
Protecting rivers and clean waters, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-314. 
Purple Heart, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-257. 
Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 
Radnor Lake special license plate, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 55-4-315. 
Rakkasans, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 55-4-274. 
Recycling of plates, §55-4-103. 
Reflectorized plates, §55-4-103. 
Regional medical center at Memphis 
(The MED), §§55-4-208, 55-4-346. 
Reimbursement of costs, §55-4-208. 
Reissue of plates, §55-4-103. 
Removal of plate. 
Unlawful removal, §55-4-129. 
Removal of registration decal. 
Unlawful removal, §55-4-129. 
Renewal, §§55-4-104, 55-4-105. 
Wheel tax. 
Back tax payments as condition to 
renewal, §55-4-105. 
Rental vehicles. 
Staggered renewal periods for large 
businesses, §55-4-104. 
Replacement plates, §55-4-103. 
Replica license plates, §55-4-134. 
Rescue squads. 
Exemption from plate requirement, 
§55-4-127. 
Retired female firefighter, §55-4-231. 
Rules and regulations, §55-4-206. 
Dealer plates, §55-4-226. 
Special license plates, §55-4-206. 
Ruritan national plates, §55-4-203. 
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Saint Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-293. 
Save the bees, §§55-4-203, 55-4-318. 
Seizure of certain plates, §55-2-108. 
Service Dogs Changing Lives, §$§55-4-203, 
55-4-383. 
Seven characters maximum, §55-4-205. 
Share the Road, §§55-4-203, 55-4-312. 
Sheriffs, §55-4-203. 
Fees, §55-4-204. 
Issuance, §55-4-222. 
Tennessee Sheriffs Association license 
plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-325. 
Silver Star recipients, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Size, §55-4-103. 
Smallmouth bass plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-304. 
Sons of Confederate Veterans, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-322. 
Special plates. 
Applicability of part, §55-4-202. 
Applications, §55-4-206. 
Categories, enumerated, §55-4-203. 
Contents, §55-4-212. 
Costs, reimbursement, §55-4-208. 
County name requirement. 
Waiver, §55-4-206. 
Design, §55-4-212. 
Disabled drivers. 
Decal for affixing to plate, §55-21-103. 
Minimum order prior to initial issuance, 
§55-4-202. 
Nonprofit organizations, §55-4-228. 
Certification of status required, 
§55-4-202. 
Special purpose plates. 
Allocation of revenue from, §55-4-218. 
County name requirement. 
Waiver, §55-4-206. 
Defined, §55-4-201. 
Issuance, §55-4-212. 
Specialty earmarked plates. 
Allocation of revenue, §55-4-290. 
Personalized plates. 
Allocation of revenue from personalized 
plates, §55-4-215. 
Defined, §55-4-201. 
Design and contents, §55-4-212. 
Issuance, §55-4-210. 
Personalized plates, §55-4-214. 
Allocation of revenue from personalized 
plates, §55-4-215. 
Promotional campaign, §55-4-213. 
Sportsman plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-305. 
State guard plates. 
Motorcycles, §55-4-271. 
Stolen plates. 
Use of prohibited, §55-5-126. 
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Submarine veterans, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-268. 
Supplemental registration, §55-4-203. 
Support Our Troops, §$55-4-203, 55-4-324. 
Suspension or revocation. 
Grounds, §55-5-117. 
Judicial review, §55-5-119. 
Return of evidences of registration by 
owner, §55-5-119. 
Special plates of manufacturers, 
transporters or dealers, §55-5-118. 
Technology plates, §55-4-203. 
Temporary plates. 
Use where dealer plates cannot be used, 
§55-4-226. 
Tennessee Association of Realtors, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-365. 
Tennessee Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-379. 
Tennessee state guard, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-269. 
Tennessee’s veterans, §55-4-203. 
Tennessee Titans, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-334. 
Tennessee Valley Authority 70th 
anniversary plates, §55-4-203. 
Tennessee walking horse, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-316. 
Tennessee wildflowers, §55-4-203. 
Tennessee wildlife federation, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-309. 
Nongame and education programs, 
§55-4-310. 
Term, §55-4-207. 
The Center for Living and Learning, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-381. 
The Fairgrounds Nashville, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-307. 
Title VI plates, §55-4-203. 
Traditional music center, supporters, 
§55-4-203. 
Transfer of title by operation of law. 
Special plates, §55-3-121. 
Transporters. 
Issuance of dealer plates, §55-4-226. 
Special plates. 
Suspension or revocation, §55-5-118. 
Trauma nurses, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-223. 
Trauma physicians, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-223. 
Trout unlimited, §§55-4-203, 55-4-303. 
Trucks. 
Dealer plates for use on trucks, §55-4-117. 
Turkeys. 
National wild turkey federation, §§55-4-208, 
55-4-306. 
United for America plates, §55-4-203. 
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
§55-4-270. 
United States military forces, §§55-4-204, 
55-4-252. 
Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 
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United States reserve forces, §55-4-254. 

University of Arkansas alumni, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-244. 

University of Florida alumni, §§55-4-208, 
55-4-243. 

University of Miami, §§55-4-203, 55-4-367. 

University of Mississippi alumni, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-245. 

University of Tennessee. 

Alumni Program of the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-340. 

University of Tennessee Health Science 
Center, §§55-4-203, 55-4-341. 
University of Tennessee Lady volunteers 
NCAA national championships, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-338. 
University of Tennessee national 
championship, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-339. 
University of Texas, §§55-4-203, 55-4-368. 
Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital, §55-4-204. 
Veterans. 
Air Force Cross recipients, §55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 

Air Medal recipients, §55-4-203. 

Air Medal (Meritorious) recipients, 
§§55-4-204, 55-4-260. 

Air Medal (Valor) recipients, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-259. 

Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 

Bronze Star (Meritorious) recipients, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-260. 

Bronze Star (Valor) recipients, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-259. 

Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 

Congressional Medal of Honor recipients, 
§55-4-258. 

Disabled veterans, §55-4-256. 

Exemption from fees, §55-4-137. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Service-connected, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-277. 

Distinguished Flying Cross recipients, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-259. 

Distinguished Service Cross recipients, 
§55-4-259. 

Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Enemy evadees, §§55-4-203, 55-4-263. 
Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 

Former prisoners of war, §§55-4-208, 
55-4-261. 

Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 

Honorably discharged veterans, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-253. 

Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 

Memorial plates, §§55-4-250, 55-4-256. 
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Veterans —Cont’d 
Navy Cross recipients, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Pearl Harbor survivors, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-262. 
Purple Heart holders, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-257. 
Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 
Silver Star recipients, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Sons of Confederate Veterans, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-322. 
Submarine veterans, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-268. 
Tennessee women veterans, §55-4-267. 
Women Veterans of America, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-267. 
Women Veterans of Color, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-276. 
Volunteer first aid or rescue squad 
vehicles. 
Exemptions, §55-4-127. 
Watchable wildlife plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-297. 
West Virginia University, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-369. 
Wheel tax. 
Renewal of registration. 
Back tax payments as condition to 
renewal, §55-4-105. 
Women’s Suffrage Centennial, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-387. 
Youth villages, §§55-4-203, 55-4-351. 
Zeta Phi Beta, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 


LICENSES. 
Automobile clubs and associations. 
Agent, §55-18-106. 
Automotive mobility dealers, §55-17-302. 
Drivers’ licenses, §§55-50-101 to 55-50-913. 
Motor vehicle carriers. 
Commercial driver licenses, §§55-50-401 to 
55-50-414. 
Motor vehicles. 
Drivers’ licenses, §§55-50-101 to 55-50-913. 
Driver training schools, §§55-19-101 to 
55-19-112. 
Sales, §$55-17-101 to 55-17-128. 


LIENS. 
Car sharing program insurance 
coverage. 
Liens against shared vehicle. 
Implications, notification, §55-12-303. 


LIGHTS. 
Motorcycles. 
Headlights, §55-9-403. 
Motor vehicles, §§55-9-401 to 55-9-415. 
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LIMITATION OF ACTIONS. M 
Motor vehicles. 

Warranties, §55-24-107. MADD. 
One year. _ License plates. 

Motor vehicles. Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) 

Warranties. plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-380. 
When 1 year period applies, 
§55-24-107. MAGISTRATES. 


Six month. 
Motor vehicles. 
Warranties. 
When 6 month period applies, 
§55-24-107. 


LIMOUSINES. 
Passenger contract carrier safety act, 
§§55-20-201 to 55-20-204. 


LINEMEN POWER TENNESSEE. 
License plates, §§55-4-208, 55-4-361. 


LITTER. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Litter removal as punishment, §55-10-402. 


LOANER VEHICLES. 
Operation of vehicle, presumption for 
owner’s benefit. 
Vicarious liability of dealer not triggered by 
accident caused by driver, §55-10-312. 
Repairs, loaner vehicles provided. 
Vicarious liability of dealer not triggered by 
accident caused by driver, §55-10-311. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 
Contracts. 
Traffic enforcement by camera. 
Continuing conformity of contracts to 
state law as revised, §55-8-198. 
Traffic enforcement by camera. 
Contracts. 
Continuing conformity of contracts to 
state law as revised, §55-8-198. 


LOITERING. 
Highways, §55-8-139. 


LOUDSPEAKERS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Excessive noise from amplification system, 
§55-8-193. 


LOU GEHRIG’S DISEASE. 
ALS Awareness license plates, §§55-4-2038, 
55-4-372. 


LOW SPEED VEHICLES. 
Defined, §55-1-122. 

Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Drivers’ license required, §55-8-191. 
Operation, §55-8-191. 

Prohibitions, §55-8-191. 


LOYAL ORDER OF MOOSE. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-376. 


LUBRICATING OIL. 
Motor fuel. 
Sale of motor fuel and lubricating oil, 
§§55-15-101 to 55-15-104. 


License plates. 
Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-221. 


MAIL ORDER BUSINESSES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Registration and licensing by mail order, 
§55-4-105. 


MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION. 
License plates, §§55-4-208, 55-4-373. 


MANUFACTURED HOMES. 

Certificates of title generally, §§55-3-101 
to 55-3-130. 

Damages. 

Transporting mobile homes. 

Liability for damage to bridges, highways 
and other road structures, §55-4-413. 
Definitions, §§55-1-105, 55-4-402. 
Motor home, §55-1-104. 
Fees. 
Transporting mobile homes. 
Exceptionally tall, §55-4-407. 
Length standards, §55-4-405. 
Schedule of fees, §55-4-406. 
Single trip or annual permit, §55-4-405. 
Fines. 
Transporting mobile homes. 
Placards, required posting, §55-4-411. 
Violations, §55-4-412. 
Height. 
Transporting mobile homes. 
Exceptionally tall, §55-4-407. 
Length. 

Transporting mobile homes. 

Length standards, §55-4-405. 
Misdemeanors. 

Transporting mobile homes, §55-4-412. 
Penalties. 

Transporting mobile homes, §55-4-412. 
Perfection of security interest, $55-3-126. 
Permanently affixed to property. 

Cancellation of title, §55-3-128. 

Reissuance, §55-3-129. 

Motor vehicle title exception, §55-3-101. 
Permits. 

Transporting mobile homes, §§55-4-401 to 

55-4-413. 
Registration. 
Failure to register. 
Penalties, §55-5-114. 

Fees, §55-4-111. 
Safety. 

Transporting mobile homes. 

Duty to ensure safety, liability, §55-4-410. 
Time restrictions. 
Transporting mobile homes, §55-4-403. 
Enforcement by electronic surveillance, 
§55-4-403. 
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MANUFACTURED HOMES —Cont’d 
Titling, §55-3-101. 
Transporting mobile homes. 
Damages. 
Liability for damage to bridges, highways 
and other road structures, §55-4-413. 
Department of transportation. 
Administration by, §55-4-411. 
Fees. 
Exceptionally tall, §55-4-407. 
Length standards, §55-4-405. 
Schedule, §55-4-406. 
Single trip or annual permit, §55-4-405. 
Fines. 
Placards, required posting, §55-4-411. 
Violations, §55-4-412. 
Height, exceptionally tall, §55-4-407. 
Length standards, §55-4-405. 
Liability. 
Damage to bridges, highways and other 
road structures, §55-4-413. 
Duty to ensure safety, §55-4-410. 
Misdemeanors, §55-4-412. 
Penalties, §55-4-412. 
Permits, §55-4-404. 
Required, §55-4-401. 
Placards, required posting, §55-4-411. 
Rules and regulations, §55-4-410. 
Safety, duty to ensure, §55-4-410. 
Size categories, §55-4-409. 
Time restrictions, §55-4-403. 
Enforcement by electronic surveillance, 
§55-4-403. 
Violations, §55-4-412. 
Weight, excess weight, §55-4-408. 
Violations. 
Transporting mobile homes, §55-4-412. 
Weight. 
Transporting mobile homes. 
Excess weight, §55-4-408. 


MARIJUANA. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 


MASONIC LODGES. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-329. 


MATRICULA CONSULAR CARDS. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Not accepted as proof of identity, 
§55-50-321. 


MAXIMUM WEIGHT ACT. 
Truck axles, §55-7-203. 


MCCALLIE SCHOOL. 
License plates, §55-4-203. 


MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS. 
License plates, §$55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-250, 55-4-258. 


MEDIATION. 
Recreational vehicle franchises, 
§55-28-111. 
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MEDICAL TESTING. 
Motor vehicles. 
Emission tests. 
Grace period, §55-4-128. 


MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-336. 


MEMPHIS ROCK ’N’ SOUL MUSEUM. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-364. 


MENTAL HEALTH. 
Motor vehicles. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Persons ineligible for license, §55-50-303. 


METHAMPHETAMINE. 

Driving while in possession of, §55-50-506. 
Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
vehicle offenses void, §55-10-307. 

Motor vehicles. 

Notice of impoundment for 
methamphetamine manufacture, 
§55-3-210. 

Possession while operating motor vehicle, 
§55-50-506. 

Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
vehicle offenses void, §55-10-307. 
Possession while operating motor 
vehicle, §55-50-506. 

Municipal ordinances regulating certain 

vehicle offenses void, §55-10-307. 


METHODIST LE BONHEUR 
HEALTHCARE. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-370. 


METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT. 
License plates. 
Government service plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-219. 


MILITARY AFFAIRS. 
Blue Star families license plates, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-265. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Military service, designation on license, 
§55-50-354. 
Legion of merit. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-275. 
License plates. 
Coast guard auxiliary, §55-4-270. 
Disability connected to service. 
Exemption from fees, §55-4-137. 
Legion of merit, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 
55-4-275. 
National guard, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-255. 
Paratrooper license plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-272. 
Support our Troops, §§55-4-203, 55-4-324. 
Tennessee state guard, §§$55-4-203, 
55-4-269. 
Motorcycles, §55-4-271. 
United States military forces, §§55-4-204, 
55-4-252. 
United States reserve forces, §55-4-254. 
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Motor vehicles. Motorcycles. 


Registration of vehicles. 
Disability connected to service. 
Exemption from registration fees, 
§55-4-137. 
Owners serving full-time in the military, 
§55-4-135. 
National guard. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-255. 
Paratroopers. 
License plates. 
Paratrooper license plates, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-272. 
Photo identification cards. 
Designation on identification card, 
§55-50-354. 
State guard. 
License plates. 
Motorcycles, §55-4-271. 
Tennessee state guard, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-269. 
Support our Troops license plates, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-324. 


MINORS. 
Alcoholic beverages. 
Motor vehicles. 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 
Beds of trucks. 
Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 
Bicycles. 
Child safety, §§55-52-101 to 55-52-106. 
Electric bicycles. 
Age requirements, §55-8-307. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Serious injury or death of minor passenger, 
sentence enhancement, §55-10-402. 
Electric bicycles. 
Age requirements, §55-8-307. 
Identification license. 
Photo identification license restricted to 
identification, §55-50-336. 
Motorcycles. 
Child riders. 
Footpegs, feet to be on, §55-8-164. 
Motor driven cycles. 
Special restricted license or permit to 
operate, §55-50-312. 
Motorized bicycles. 
Special restricted license or permit to 
operate, §55-50-312. 
Off-highway vehicles. 
Child safety in operation of off-highway 
vehicles, §§$55-52-201, 55-52-202. 
Pickup trucks. 
Transporting child in truck bed, §55-8-189. 
Safety belts. 
Required use, §55-9-603. 
Seat belts. 
Required use, §55-9-603. 
Truck beds. 
Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 


Rearview mirrors, §55-9-305. 
Motor vehicles. 
Trucks. 
Rearview mirrors, §§55-9-206, 55-9-207. 


MISDEMEANORS. 
Accidents. 
Motor vehicles. 
Failure to stop at scene, §55-10-101. 
ADS-operated vehicles. 
Driverless operation, §55-30-107. 
Airbags. 
Counterfeiting components, §55-9-108. 
Defeating warning system by use of devices, 
§55-9-108. 
Automobile clubs and associations. 
Violations of law or rules and regulations, 
§55-18-107. 
Beds of trucks. 
Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 
Blind persons. 
Canes. 
Unlawful carrying of raised identifying 
cane, §55-8-179. 
Pedestrians led by guide dog or carrying 
identifying cane. 
Failure to yield right of way to, 
§55-8-180. 
Bumper stickers. 
Obscene or patently offensive, §55-8-187. 
Child passenger restraint systems. 
Violations of requirement, §55-9-602. 
Deaf persons. 
Dogs. 
Blaze orange dog leashes. 
Use restricted to deaf persons, 
§55-8-179. 
Dogs. 
Blaze orange dog leashes. 
Use restricted to deaf persons, §55-8-179. 
Emergency vehicles. 
Bells, sirens or exhaust whistles. 
Failure to equip emergency vehicles with, 
§55-9-201. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 
Hitchhiking, §55-8-139. 
HOV lanes. 
Unauthorized use, §55-8-188. 
Ignition interlock devices. 
Driving without device. 
Criminal offense punished by fine and 
imprisonment, §55-50-504. 
Offenses involving, §55-10-417. 
Kickbacks. 
Towing unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
§55-16-113. 
Labor. 
Motor vehicles. 
Requiring or permitting employee to 
operate any vehicle contrary to law, 
§55-10-202. 
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License plates. 

Display violations, §55-4-110. 
Manufactured homes. 

Transporting mobile homes, §55-4-412. 
Medical waste. 

Unattended motor vehicles containing 

medical waste, §55-8-162. 

Motorcycles. 

Equipment. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 

Violations of provisions, §55-9-306. 

Lights. 

Lack of certain required headlamps on 

motorcycles, §55-9-403. 
Riding on motorcycles. 

Child riders. 

Footpegs, feet to be on, §55-8-164. 
Motorized bicycles. 
Equipment. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 

Violations of provisions, §55-9-306. 

Motor vehicle equipment. 
Installing object in lieu of airbag, §55-9-108. 
Supplemental restraint systems or airbags. 
Counterfeit components, §55-9-108. 
Defeating warning systems, §55-9-108. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility. 
Failure to provide proof of, §55-12-139. 
Verification program, false or fraudulent 
information provided, §55-12-210. 
Obscenity. 
Bumper stickers. 
Obscene or patently offensive bumper 
stickers, §55-8-187. 
Off-highway vehicles. 
Operation violations, §55-8-203. 
Racing. 
Drag racing, §55-10-502. 
Reckless driving, §55-10-205. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses. 
Injunctions, violations, §55-17-412. 
School buses. 
Discharging passengers. 
Violations of requirements, §55-8-151. 
Driver operating mobile telephone while 
driving, §55-8-192. 
Failure to stop for school bus, §55-8-151. 
Slow poke law, §55-8-204. 
Solid waste vehicles. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 
Supplemental restraint systems or 
airbags. 
Counterfeiting components, §55-9-108. 
Defeating warning system by use of devices, 
§55-9-108. 
Televisions. 
Prohibited in motor vehicles, §55-9-105. 
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MISDEMEANORS —Cont’d 
Truck beds. 
Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
towing, §55-16-113. 
Utility vehicles. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 
Vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 


MOBILITY DEALERS, AUTOMOTIVE, 
§§55-17-301 to 55-17-3038. 


MONROE CARELL JR. CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITAL AT VANDERBILT. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-342. 


MOOSE, LOYAL ORDER. 
License plates for Loyal Order of Moose, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-376. 


MOTHERS AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING 
(MADD). 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-380. 


MOTION PICTURES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Obscene or patently offensive movies. 
Display visible to other drivers, 
prohibition, fine, §55-8-187. 


MOTOR CARRIERS. 
Licenses. 

Commercial driver licenses, §§55-50-401 to 

55-50-414. 
Motor vehicles. 

Authority to refuse to issue or transfer, 
revoke, or suspend registration, plate, 
or certificate of vehicle where carrier 
has been prohibited from operating, 
§55-4-141. 

Prohibited from operating. 

Authority to refuse to issue or transfer, 
revoke, or suspend registration, plate, 
or certificate of vehicle where carrier 
has been prohibited from operating, 
§55-4-141. 


MOTOR CLUBS, §§55-18-101 to 55-18-109. 


MOTORCYCLE RIDER EDUCATION AND 
SAFETY. 
Advisory committee. 
Composition, §55-51-105. 
Establishment, §55-51-105. 
Expenses of members. 
Reimbursement, §55-51-105. 
Meetings, §55-51-105. 
Number of members, §55-51-105. 
Qualifications of members, §55-51-105. 
Definitions, §55-51-101. 
Department of safety. 
Definition of department, §55-51-101. 
Director. 
Defined, §55-51-101. 
Duties. 
Motorcycle rider education program, 
§§55-51-102, 55-51-1038. 
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MOTORCYCLE RIDER EDUCATION AND 


SAFETY —Cont’d 
Examinations. 
Licensing skills test examination, 
§55-51-107. 
Funds. 
Motorcycle rider safety fund, §55-51-104. 
Insurance. 
Discount for successful completion of rider 
training course, §55-51-106. 
Motorcycle rider education program, 
§55-51-102. 
Defined, §55-51-101. 
Department of safety. 
Duties as to program, §§55-51-102, 
55-51-1038. 
Instructors. 
Chief instructor. 
Defined, §55-51-101. 
Requirements and training, §55-51-103. 
Program coordinator, §55-51-102. 
Defined, §55-51-101. 
Motorcycle rider safety fund, §55-51-104. 
Defined, §55-51-101. 


MOTORCYCLES. 
Autocycles. 
Defined, §$55-1-1038, 55-8-101, 55-12-102. 
Equipment. 
Exemption of autocycles, §55-9-308. 
Brakes, §55-9-204. 
Crash helmets, §55-9-302. 
Criminal law and procedure. 
Equipment. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 

Violations of provisions, §55-9-306. 

Lights. 
Lack of certain required headlamps on 
motorcycles, §55-9-403. 
Definitions, §§55-1-103, 55-8-101. 
Autocycles, §§55-1-103, 55-8-101, 55-12-102, 
55-17-102. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety, 
§55-51-101. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Fees, §55-50-324. 
Learner’s permits. 
Defined, §55-50-102. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety. 
Licensing skills test examination, 
§55-51-107. 
Motorcycle rider safety fund. 
Crediting of license fees to, 
§55-51-104. 
Minors. 

Special restricted license or permit to 
operate motor driven cycles, 
§55-50-312. 

Education. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety, 
§§55-51-101 to 55-51-107. 
Equipment. 
Autocycles. 
Exemption of autocycles, §55-9-308. 
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MOTORCYCLES —Cont’d 
Equipment —Cont’d 
Crash helmets, §55-9-302. 
Face shields, §55-9-304. 
Footrests, §55-9-305. 
Glasses, §55-9-304. 
Goggles. 
Safety goggles, §55-9-304. 
Headlights, §55-9-403. 

Riding with headlamp illuminated, 
§55-8-164. 

Helmets, §55-9-302. 
Passenger seats, §55-9-303. 
Rearview mirrors, §55-9-305. 
Violations of provisions. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 

Penalties, §55-9-306. 

Windshields, §55-9-304. 
Face shields, §55-9-304. 
Footrests, §55-9-305. 
Goggles. 
Safety goggles, §55-9-304. 
Headlights, §55-9-403. 
Riding with headlamp illuminated, 
§55-8-164. 
Helmets, §55-9-302. 
Intersections with traffic control signals. 
Motorcycles unable to trigger vehicle 
detection device, $55-8-110. 
Laned roadways. 
Operation on, §55-8-182. 
Lemon law. 
Definition of motor vehicle to include 
motorcycle, §55-24-101. 
Motor vehicle warranties generally, 
§§55-24-101 to 55-24-112. 
License plates. 
Display of license plate, §55-4-110. 
Emergency plates. 
EBligibility, §55-4-223. 
International association of firefighters, 
§55-4-327. 
Judiciary, special license plates, §55-4-221. 
Memorial plates, §55-4-271. 
Sons of Confederate veterans license plates, 
§55-4-322. 
Lights. 
Continuously flashing light system, 
§55-9-402. 
Headlights, §55-9-403. 
Riding with headlamp illuminated, 
§55-8-164. 
Minors. 
Child riders. 
Footpegs, feet to be on, §55-8-164. 
Special restricted license or permit to 
operate motor driven cycles, 
§55-50-312. 
Misdemeanors. 
Equipment. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 
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MOTORCYCLES —Cont’d 
Misdemeanors —Cont’d 

Equipment —Cont’d 

Violations of provisions, §55-9-306. 

Lights. 

Lack of certain required headlamps on 
motorcycles, §55-9-403. 

Parent and child. 

Equipment. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 

Passengers. 

Child riders. 

Footpegs, feet to be on, §55-8-164. 

Restrictions on, §55-8-164. 

Seats for passengers, §55-9-303. 
Rearview mirrors, §55-9-305. 
Reckless driving. 

Wheelies as reckless driving, §55-10-205. 
Registration. 

Fees, §55-4-111. 

Motorcycle rider safety fund. 

Crediting to fund, §55-51-104. 
Riding on motorcycles, §55-8-164. 

Child riders. 

Footpegs, feet to be on, §55-8-164. 

Headlamp to be illuminated, §55-8-164. 
Rules of the road. 

Applicability, §55-8-181. 

Safety. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety, 
§§55-51-101 to 55-51-107. 
Seating, §55-8-164. 
Sons of Confederate veterans license 
plates, §55-4-322. 
Speed. 

Maximum speed, §55-8-155. 
Traffic laws. 

Applicability, §55-8-181. 

Wheelies as reckless driving, §55-10-205. 
Windshields, §55-9-304. 


MOTOR FUEL. 
Sale of motor fuel and lubricating oil, 
§§55-15-101 to 55-15-104. 


MOTORIZED BICYCLES. 

Brakes, §55-9-204. 

Criminal law and procedure. 
Equipment. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 

Violations of provisions, §55-9-306. 
Definitions, §§55-1-103, 55-8-101, 55-50-102. 
Drivers’ licenses. 

Definition of motorized bicycle for purposes 
of drivers’ licenses, §55-8-101. 
Minors. 

Special restricted license or permit to 

operate, §§55-8-101, 55-50-312. 
Equipment. 
Autocycles. 

Exemption of autocycles, §55-9-308. 
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MOTORIZED BICYCLES —Cont’d 
Equipment —Cont’d 

Crash helmets, §55-9-302. 

Face shields, §55-9-304. 

Footrests, §55-9-305. 

Goggles. 

Safety goggles, §55-9-304. 
Helmets. 

Crash helmets, §55-9-302. 
Passenger seats, §55-9-303. 
Rearview mirrors, §55-9-305. 
Safety goggles, §55-9-304. 
Violations of provisions. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 

Penalty, §55-9-306. 

Windshields, §55-9-304. 
Face shields, §55-9-304. 
Footrests, §55-9-305. 
Goggles. 

Safety goggles, §55-9-304. 
Helmets. 

Crash helmets, §55-9-302. 
Minors. 

Special restricted license or permit, 

§55-50-312. 
Misdemeanors. 

Equipment. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 

Violations of provisions, §55-9-306. 

Parent and child. 

Equipment. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 

Passenger seats, §55-9-303. 
Rearview mirrors, §55-9-305. 
Speed. 

. Maximum speed, §55-8-155. 
Windshields, §55-9-304. 


MOTOR SPEEDWAYS. 
Racing of vehicles generally, §§55-22-101 
to 55-22-105. 


MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS. 
Accident report privileged, §55-12-128. 
ADS-operated vehicles. 

Liability for accidents involving, 
§55-30-106. 

Reporting of accident, §§55-10-101 to 
55-10-107. 

Aid. 

Duty of driver involved to render aid, 

§55-10-103. 
Alcoholic beverages. 

Disclosure of use of drugs or alcohol as 
factor in accident, requirements, 
§55-10-120. 

Arrest at scene. 

Death or serious bodily injury involved and 
driver lacking license and evidence of 
financial responsibility, §55-10-119. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS —Cont’d 
Citations. 

Issuance by law enforcement officer at 

scene of accident, §55-10-207. 
Damage to vehicle. 

Accidents involving. 

Duty to give information and render aid, 
§55-10-103. 
Notice. 

Immediate notice of accident, 
§55-10-106. 

Reports, §§55-10-107 to 55-10-111. 

Garages to report, §55-10-113. 

Stopping at scene, §55-10-102. 
Death. 
Accidents involving. 
Arrest at scene. 

Death or serious bodily injury involved 
and driver lacking license and 
evidence of financial responsibility, 
§55-10-119. 

Duty to give information and render aid, 
§55-10-103. 
Notice. 

Immediate notice of accident, 
§55-10-106. 

Reports, §§55-10-107 to 55-10-111. 

Coroner to report, §55-10-112. 

Stopping at scene, §55-10-101. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Suspension of license. 
Grounds, §55-50-502. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 

Disclosure of use of drugs or alcohol as 
factor in accident, requirements, 
§55-10-120. 

Drugs. 

Disclosure of use of drugs or alcohol as 
factor in accident, requirements, 
§55-10-120. 

Failure to stop. 

Penalties, §§55-10-101, 55-10-102. 
Fees. 

Accident response service fees. 

Prohibited, §55-10-108. 

Felonies. 

Failure to stop, §55-10-101. 
Fixtures upon highway. 

Duty upon striking, §55-10-105. 
Hit and run. 

Stopping at scene of accident, §§55-10-101, 
55-10-102. 

Ignition interlock devices. 

Removal after accident and for routine 
vehicle repairs, §55-10-425. 

Information. 

Duty to give, §55-10-103. 

Unattended vehicles. 

Contents of information to be provided, 
§55-10-104. 
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Injuries. 

Accidents involving. 

Arrest at scene. 

Death or serious bodily injury involved 
and driver lacking license and 
evidence of financial responsibility, 
§55-10-119. 

Duty to give information and render aid, 
§55-10-103. 
Notice. 

Immediate notice of accident, 
§55-10-106. 

Reports, §§55-10-107 to 55-10-111. 
Stopping at scene, §55-10-101. 

Insurance. 

Exchange of insurance information. 

Investigating officer may require parties 
to exchange, §55-10-108. 

Leaving the scene of an accident. 
Damage to vehicle involved, §55-10-102. 
Death or personal injury involved, 

§55-10-101. 

Misdemeanors. 

Accidents involving damage to vehicle. 

Failure to stop, §55-10-102. 

Reports. 

Failure to report, §55-10-111. 

Violations generally, §55-10-301. 

Multiple drivers in vehicle involved, 

§55-10-118. 

Municipal corporations. 

Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 

Stopping at scene. 

Ordinances regulating certain offenses 
void, §55-10-307. 

Notice. 

Immediate notice of accident, §55-10-106. 

Penalties. 

Accidents involving damage to vehicle. 

Failure to stop, §55-10-102. 

Accidents involving death or personal 
injury. 

Failure to stop, §55-10-101. 

Reports. 

Failure to report, §55-10-111. 
False reports, §55-10-110. 

Violations generally, §55-10-301. 

Physical barriers. 

Noting presence or absence on accident 
reports, §55-10-108. 

Railroad locomotive engineers. 

Display of operator permits, §55-10-116. 

Removal of vehicles from accident scene. 
No personal injury occurred, §55-10-117. 

Reports. 

Additional information, §55-10-108. 

Copies of report, §55-10-108. 

Coroner, §55-10-112. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS —Cont’d 
Reports —Cont’d 
Department to tabulate and analyze 
accident reports, §55-10-115. 
Failure to report. 
Penalty, §55-10-111. 
Suspension of license or permit to drive, 
§55-10-111. 
False reports, §55-10-110. 
Garages, §55-10-118. 
Inability of driver to report, §55-10-109. 
Misdemeanors. 
Failure to report, §55-10-111. 
Penalties. 
Failure to report, §55-10-111. 
Privileged communications. 
Accident report privileged, §55-12-128. 
Prohibited uses, §55-10-108. 
Public inspection, §§55-10-108, 55-10-114. 
Submission. 
Methods, §55-10-111. 
Written report of accident, §55-10-107. 
Shopping centers. 
Duties of drivers involved in accidents. 
Applicability to premises of shopping 
centers, §§55-10-101 to 55-10-107. 
Stopping at scene. 
Accidents involving damage to vehicle, 
§55-10-102. 
Accidents involving death or personal 
injury, §55-10-101. 
Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
offenses void, §55-10-307. 
Trailer courts. 
Duties of drivers involved in accidents. 
Applicability to premises of trailer courts, 
§§55-10-101 to 55-10-107. 
Unattended vehicles. 
Duty upon striking, §55-10-104. 
Warrantless arrest at scene by officer. 
Death or serious bodily injury involved and 
driver lacking license and evidence of 
financial responsibility, §55-10-119. 


MOTOR VEHICLE COMMISSION. 
Generally, §§55-17-103 to 55-17-107. 


MOTOR VEHICLE EQUIPMENT. 
Aged persons. 
Automotive mobility dealers, §§55-17-301 to 
55-17-303. 
Airbags. 
Counterfeit components, §55-9-108. 
Defeating warning system, §55-9-108. 
Automotive mobility dealers, §§55-17-301 
to 55-17-303. 
Brakes. 
Brake fluid. 
Minimum standards, §55-9-213. 
Failure to provide brakes on various type 
vehicles, §55-9-204. 
Performance ability, §55-9-205. 
Requirements, §55-9-204. 
Trailers, §55-9-204. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE EQUIPMENT —Cont’d 
Bumpers or other energy absorption 
system, §55-9-215. 
Buses. 
Emergency parts and accessories, 
§55-9-102. 

Warning devices, §55-9-102. 

Display during period of disablement, 
§55-9-103. 

Display with vehicle stopped for causes 
other than disablement, §55-9-104. 

Carbon monoxide detectors. 

Recreational vehicles for lease or rent, 

§55-9-218. 
Child passenger restraint systems. 

Fines, §55-9-602. 

Misdemeanors. 

Violations of requirement, §55-9-602. 

Required, §55-9-602. 

Programs to increase compliance, 
§55-9-610. 

Definitions, §55-9-101. 
Disabled drivers. 
Automotive mobility dealers, §§55-17-301 to 
55-17-3083. 
Emergency parts and accessories, 

§55-9-102. 

Horns, §55-9-201. 
Lights. 

Blue flashing emergency lights. 
Applicability of provisions, §55-9-414. 
Prohibited, §55-9-414. 

Exception as to law enforcement 
officers, §55-9-414. 

Facing backwards. 

Operation of vehicle with, §55-9-415. 

Flashing red lights. 

Prohibited, §55-9-402. 

Flashing white or amber lights. 
Prohibition, §55-9-402. 

Headlights. 

Glare. 

Anti-glare devices, §55-9-408. 

Compliance with prohibition against 
glaring and dazzling lights, 
§55-9-408. 

Inspecting and testing lamps emitting 
glare, §55-9-409. 

Refusal or failure to submit to 
inspection, §55-9-410. 

Order to remove illegal lamps, 
§55-9-409. 

Motorcycles, §55-9-403. 

Mounted height of lamps, §55-9-408. 

Multiple beam road lighting equipment, 
§55-9-407. 

Operation during inclement weather, 
§55-9-406. 

Requirements, §55-9-402. 

Vehicles having width in excess of eighty 
inches, truck tractors and trailers, 
§55-9-405. 

Highway maintenance or utility vehicles. 
White light system or amber light 

system, §55-9-402. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE EQUIPMENT —Cont’d 
Lights —Cont’d 

Horse-drawn vehicles, §55-9-401. 

Implements of husbandry, §55-9-401. 

Misdemeanors. 

Blue flashing emergency lights, 
§55-9-414. 
Headlights. 
Inspection of lamps emitting glare. 
Refusal or failure to submit to 
inspection, §55-9-410. 
Lamps or spotlights facing backwards. 
Operation of vehicle with, §55-9-415. 
Violations generally, §55-10-301. 
Motorcycles with continuously flashing light 
system, §55-9-402. 
Multiple beam road lighting equipment, 
§55-9-407. 
Organ procurement organizations. 
Flashing white or amber lights. 
Exception to prohibition, §55-9-402. 
Projecting load. 
Lamp or flag on, §55-9-405. 

Rural mail carriers. 

Warning or signal light authorized, 
§55-9-413. 

Stoplights. 

Requirements, §55-9-402. 

Tailights. 

Requirements, §55-9-402. 

Towing vehicles. 

Flashing white or amber lights. 
Exception to prohibition, §55-9-402. 

Trailers, §55-9-405. 

Train of vehicles. 

Lamp at end of, §55-9-404. 
Transportation network company vehicles. 
Identifying lights, §55-9-402. 

Truck tractors, §55-9-405. 

Vehicles having width in excess of eighty 

inches, §55-9-405. 
Lack of lighting devices and reflectors on 
vehicles, §55-9-405. 

Vehicles other than motor vehicles. 
Visibility distance, §55-9-401. 

Violations of chapter. 

Penalty generally, §55-10-301. 

Wreckers. 

Flashing white or amber lights. 
Exception to prohibition, §55-9-402. 
Motorcycles. 

Generally, §§55-9-302 to 55-9-308. 
Motorized bicycles, §§55-9-302 to 55-9-308. 
Mufflers, §55-9-202. 

Cutouts. 

Prohibited, §55-9-202. 
Odometers. 

Defined, §55-1-121. 
Rearview mirrors. 

Trucks, §§55-9-206, 55-9-207. 
Rules and regulations. 

Promulgation, §55-7-112. 

Safety belts, §§55-9-601 to 55-9-610. 

Arrest. 

Operation of passenger vehicles. 
Violations of requirement, §55-9-603. 
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Safety belts —Cont’d 
Child passenger restraint systems. 
Misdemeanors. 
Violations of requirement, §55-9-602. 
Penalties. 
Violations of requirement, §55-9-602. 
Required, §55-9-602. 
Programs to increase compliance, 
§55-9-610. 
Educational program to encourage 
compliance, §55-9-607. 
Evidence. 
Failure to wear belt. 
Not admissible, §55-9-604. 
Highway signs. 
Encouragement of compliance, $55-9-607. 
Leases. 
Requirement of safety belts, §55-9-601. 
Manufacturers. 
Liability concerning products, §55-9-605. 
Misdemeanors. 
Child passenger restraint systems. 
Violations of requirement, §55-9-602. 
Operation of passenger vehicles. 
Violation of requirement, §55-9-603. 
Sales, leases or transfers of vehicles. 
Violations of requirement, §55-9-601. 
Negligence. 
Contributory negligence. 
Failure to wear belt not considered 
contributory negligence, §55-9-604. 
Operation of passenger vehicles. 
Requirement of safety belts, §55-9-603. 
Passengers. 
Child passenger restraint systems, 
$55-9-602. 
Programs to increase compliance, 
§55-9-610. 
Failure to wear belts. 
Operator not to be fined for, §55-9-606. 
Repeal of provisions, §55-9-610. 
Sales. 
Requirement of safety belts, §55-9-601. 
Specifications, §55-9-601. 
Termination of provisions, §55-9-610. 
Secondhand automobile tires and 
accessories, §§55-14-101 to 55-14-107. 
Dealers. 
Defined, §55-14-104. 
No articles to be sold until possessed for 
three days, §55-14-102. 
Records. 
Contents, §55-14-105. 
Failure to keep. 
Penalty, §55-14-107. 
Inspection by law-enforcement officers, 
§55-14-106. 
Requirements, §55-14-105. 
Reports. 
Purchases. 
Daily report to police headquarters, 
§55-14-101. 


1027 


MOTOR VEHICLE EQUIPMENT —Cont’d 
Secondhand automobile tires and 
accessories —Cont’d 
Dealers —Cont’d 
Violations of provisions. 
Penalties, §55-14-103. 
Steering wheels, §55-9-216. 
Supplemental restraint systems or 
airbags. 
Counterfeit components, §55-9-108. 
Defeating warning system, §55-9-108. 
Television. 
In motor vehicles, §55-9-105. 
Tires. 
Chains. 
Permissible use of tire chains, §55-9-106. 
Definitions, §55-1-110. 
Metal tires. 
Defined, §$55-1-110, 55-8-101. 
Pneumatic tires. 
Defined, §§55-1-110, 55-8-101. 
Solid tires. 
Defined, §§55-1-110, 55-8-101. 
Studded tires. 
Use on highways, §55-9-106. 
Trailers. 
New tires appropriate for weight rating 
required, §55-9-217. 
Trailers. 
Tires. 
New tires appropriate for weight rating 
required, §55-9-217. 
Warning devices, §55-9-102. 
Display during period of disablement of 
certain vehicles, §55-9-103. 
Display when vehicle stopped for causes 
other than disablement, §55-9-104. 
Required on certain vehicles, §55-9-102. 
Windshields. 
Motorcycles, §55-9-304. 
Reflecting material, §55-9-107. 
Sun screen material, §55-9-107. 
Tinting material, §55-9-107. 
Windshield wipers, §55-9-203. 


MOTOR VEHICLE FINANCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY. 
Accidents. 
Damages sustained. 
Proof, §55-12-110. 
Proof of damages sustained, §55-12-110. 
Reports, §55-12-104. 
Access to reports, §55-12-104. 
Privileged communications. 

Accident report privileged, §55-12-128. 
Required, §55-12-104. 
Suspension of registration or operating 

privileges for failure to report, 
§55-12-104. 
Actions. 
Matters not to be evidence in civil suits, 
§55-12-128. 
Appeals. 
Order or act of commissioner, §55-12-103. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE FINANCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY —Cont’d 

Autocycles. 
Defined, §55-12-102. 
Bond for security. 
Bond defined, §55-12-102. 
Cancellation. 

Return of deposit, §55-12-125. 
Minimum requirements, §55-12-107. 
Proof of existence of bond. 

Acceptable proof, §55-12-107. 

Car sharing program insurance 

coverage, §§55-12-301 to 55-12-311. 

Citation of law. 
Short title, §55-12-101. 
Civil suits. 
Matters not to be evidence in, §55-12-128. 
Compliance. 
Electronic format for proof of financial 
responsibility, §55-12-139. 
Evidence of compliance, §55-12-139. 
Issuance of citations, $55-12-139. 
Renewal of vehicle registration. 

Grounds for nonrenewal, §55-12-140. 

Required, §55-12-139. 
Convictions. 

Defined, §55-12-113. 

Proof of financial responsibility. 

Suspension of all registration upon 
suspension or revocation of license 
for convictions. 

Exception upon filing proof of financial 
responsibility, §55-12-114. 
Suspension of registration. 

Duration, §55-12-116. 

Nonresidents, §55-12-117. 

Restoration, §55-12-116. 

Definitions, §55-12-102. 
Convictions, §55-12-113. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Application or renewal notice for operator’s 
or chauffeur’s license. 

Certification of understanding of and 
compliance with financial 
responsibility law, §55-12-138. 

Fees. 

Restoration fees, §§55-12-104, 55-12-106, 

55-12-108. 
Minors. 

Proof of insurance or financial 

responsibility, §55-50-312. 
Nonresidents. 

Driving while license canceled, suspended 

or revoked, §55-12-131. 
Reinstatement. 

Fees, §55-12-129. 
Suspension or revocation. 

Accident reports. 

Failure to report, §55-12-104. 

Accidents in other states. 

Revocation or suspension of resident’s 
operating privileges for, 
§55-12-109. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE FINANCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY —Cont’d 

Drivers’ licenses —Cont’d 
Suspension or revocation —Cont’d 
Additional proof of financial 
responsibility. 
Suspension or revocation pending filing 
of additional proof, §55-12-134. 

Duration, §55-12-108. 

Employer filing proof of financial 
responsibility for employee. 

Restoration of limited license, 
§55-12-132. 

Failure to comply with law, §55-12-115. 

False statements to commissioner, 
§55-12-135. 

Fault determination inadmissible in court 
of law, §55-12-108. 

Proof of financial responsibility. 

Premature cancellation of termination 
of proof, §55-12-126. 

Restoration, §55-12-108. 

Security deposit. 

Failure to deposit security, §55-12-105. 
Surrender of license upon, §55-12-127. 
Enforcement officers, §55-12-127. 
Electronic format for proof of financial 

responsibility, §55-12-139. 

Employers and employees. 
Proof of financial responsibility. 
Employer filing proof for employee, 
§55-12-132. 
Evidence. 
Matters not to be evidence in civil suits, 
§55-12-128. 
Insurance. 

Cancellation of policy. 

Motor vehicle liability policy. 

Notice of termination or cancellation, 
§55-12-123. 

Return of deposit, §55-12-125. 

Minimum requirement for insurance policy, 

§55-12-107. 

Motor vehicle liability policy. 

Cancellation or termination. 
Notice, §55-12-123. 

Contents, §55-12-122. 

Coverage. 

Minimum coverage, §55-12-122. 

Defined, §55-12-102. 

Other liability policies not affected by 
provisions, §55-12-124. 

Termination of cancellation. 

Notice, §55-12-123. 

Proof of financial responsibility. 
Acceptable proof, §55-12-107. 
Certificate of insurance as proof of 

financial responsibility, §55-12-120. 
Nonresident, §55-12-121. 

Duty of insurance company to file written 
proof of insurance when required, 
§55-12-137. 

Penalty for violation, §55-12-137. 

Self-insurers, §55-12-111. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE FINANCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY —Cont’d 

Insurance —Cont’d 
Tennessee automobile insurance plan, 
§55-12-136. 
James Lee Atwood Jr. Law. 
Insurance verification program, §§55-12-201 
to 55-12-215. 
Judgments. 
Defined, §55-12-102. 
Payment of judgment, §55-12-112. 
Proof of financial responsibility required on 
final judgment, §55-12-118. 
Suspension or revocation for failure to file 
proof, §55-12-118. 
Misdemeanors. 
Nonresident driving while license canceled, 
suspended or revoked, §55-12-131. 
Surrender of license or registration upon 
suspension, revocation or cancellation. 
Failure to surrender, §55-12-127. 
Transfer of registration to avoid law, 
§55-12-130. 
Violations generally, §55-12-135. 
Nonresidents. 
Certificate of insurance as proof of financial 
responsibility, §55-12-121. 
Convictions. 

Suspension or revocation for failure to file 
proof of financial responsibility 
following conviction. 

Duration, §55-12-117. 

Driving while license canceled, suspended 
or revoked, §55-12-131. 

Service of process. 

Certificate of insurance by nonresident as 

proof of financial responsibility. 
Agreement to accept service of process 
on commissioner, §55-12-121. 
Suspension or revocation of operating 
privileges. 
Report, §55-12-109. 
Peer-to-peer car sharing. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§§55-12-301 to 55-12-311. 
Perjury. 
False statements to commissioner, 
§55-12-135. 
Privileged communications. 
Accident report privileged, §55-12-128. 
Proof of financial responsibility. 
Additional proof required, §55-12-134. 

Suspension or revocation of license or 
registration pending filing of 
additional proof, §55-12-134. 

Cancellation or termination of proof. 

Suspension of license or registration for 
premature cancellation or 
termination, §55-12-126. 

Certificate of insurance as proof of financial 
responsibility, §55-12-120. 
Nonresidents, §55-12-121. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE FINANCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY —Cont’d 
Proof of financial responsibility —Cont’d 
Convictions. 
Suspension of all registrations upon 
suspension or revocation of license 
for convictions, §55-12-114. 
Exception upon filing proof of financial 
responsibility, §55-12-114. 
Duration of proof requirement. 
Minimum duration, §55-12-126. 
Employer filing proof of financial 
responsibility for employee, §55-12-132. 
Judgments. 
Required on final judgments, §55-12-118. 

Suspension or revocation for failure to 
file proof, §55-12-118. 

Substitution of proof, §55-12-133. 
Tennessee resident moving to or returning 

from another state, §55-12-114. 

What constitutes, §§55-12-105, 55-12-106, 

55-12-119. 

Registration. 
Accident reports. 
Suspension of registration for failure to 
report, §55-12-104. 
Defined, §55-12-102. 
Reinstatement. 
Fees, §55-12-129. 
Renewal of vehicle registration. 
Grounds for nonrenewal, §55-12-140. 
Security deposit. 
Revocation of registration for failure to 
deposit security, §55-12-105. 
Suspension or revocation. 
Accident reports. 
Failure to report, §55-12-104. 
Accidents in other states. 

Revocation or suspension of resident’s 

registration for, §55-12-109. 
Additional proof of financial 
responsibility. 

Suspension or revocation pending filing 
of additional proof, §55-12-134. 

Convictions. 

Duration, §§55-12-116, 55-12-117. 

Suspension of all registrations upon 
suspension or revocation of license 
for conviction, §55-12-114. 

Duration, §55-12-108. 

Fault determination inadmissible in court 
of law, §55-12-108. 

Judgments. 

Failure to file proof of financial 
responsibility on final judgment, 
§55-12-118. 

Proof of financial responsibility. 

Premature cancellation or termination 
of proof, §55-12-126. 

Reregistration after revocation. 

Approval, §55-12-130. 

Restoration, §55-12-108. 
Security deposit. 
Failure to deposit security, §55-12-105. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE FINANCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY —Cont’d 
Registration —Cont’d 
Suspension or revocation —Cont’d 
Surrender of license upon, §55-12-127. 
Enforcement officers, §55-12-127. 
Transfer of registration to avoid law 
prohibited, §55-12-130. 
Religious sects or divisions. 
Self-insurance, §55-12-111. 
Reports. 
Accidents, §55-12-104. 
Safety commissioner. 
Administration and enforcement of 
provisions, §55-12-103. 
Definition of commissioner, §55-12-102. 
Rules and regulations, §55-12-103. 
Service of process. 
Nonresident, §55-12-121. 
Security deposit. 
Amount, §55-12-105. 
Custody of security, §55-12-112. 
Determination of amount of financial 
security required, §55-12-110. 
Exceptions to requirements, §55-12-106. 
Return of deposit, §55-12-112. 
Revocation of registration or operating 
privileges for failure to deposit security, 
§55-12-105. 
Notice, §55-12-105. 
When required, §55-12-105. 
Self-insurers, §55-12-111. 
Substitution of proof, §55-12-133. 
Tennessee automobile insurance plan, 
§55-12-136. 
Title of law. 
Short title, §55-12-101. 
Transportation network company 
drivers, insurance requirements, 
§55-12-141. 
Verification program, §§55-12-201 to 
55-12-215. 
Acceptance of unknown carrier requests, 
§55-12-205. 
Administration of program, §55-12-204. 
Agent of department, duties, §55-12-206. 
Certification that program fully operational, 
§55-12-212. 
Confidentiality of information, §55-12-209. 
Continued coverage failure fee, §55-12-210. 
Criminal penalties for false or fraudulent 
information, §55-12-210. 
Data to be used to increase accuracy, 
§55-12-205. 
Definitions, §55-12-203. 
Development of program, §55-12-204. 
Duties of department of revenue, 
§55-12-206. 
Effect on other financial responsibility 
requirements, §55-12-214. 
Entities to be consulted regarding 
information related to program, 
§55-12-204. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE FINANCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY —Cont’d 
Verification program —Cont’d 

False or fraudulent information provided, 
§55-12-210. 

Fees not to be imposed on insurers, 
§55-12-215. 

Full book of business download process. 

Insurers not using IICMVA model, 
§55-12-207. 

Insurers using IICMVA model and 
download process, §55-12-208. 

Insurers not using IICMVA model, 
requirements, §55-12-207. 

Insurers using IICMVA model and full book 
of business download process, 
§55-12-208. 

James Lee Atwood Jr. law, title of part, 
§55-12-201. 

Law enforcement officers, use of program, 
§55-12-209. 

Notice to owner of noncompliance, 
§55-12-210. 

Purpose of provisions, §55-12-202. 

Reporting to general assembly, §55-12-209. 

Requirements generally, §55-12-205. 

Suspension of registration for continued 
coverage failure, §55-12-210. 

Reinstatement or renewal, §55-12-211. 

Technical requirements, $55-12-205. 

Third party vendors permitted, §55-12-209. 

Title of part, §55-12-201. 

Uninsured motorist identification restricted 
fund, §55-12-213. 

Uninsured vehicle, notice to owner of 
noncompliance, §55-12-210. 


MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE. 
Accidents. 
Exchange of insurance information. 
Investigating officer may require parties 
to exchange, §55-10-108. 
ADS-operated vehicles. 
Liability insurance requirements, 
§55-30-103. 
Car sharing program insurance 
coverage, §§55-12-301 to 55-12-311. 
Certificates of title. 
Transfer of title to insurance company. 
Type of title company to obtain, 
§55-3-120. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Minors. 
Proof of insurance, §55-50-312. 
Financial responsibility, §§55-12-101 to 
55-12-215. 
James Lee Atwood Jr. Law. 
Verification program. 
Generally, §§55-12-201 to 55-12-215. 
Minors. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Proof of insurance or financial 
responsibility, §55-50-312. 
Peer-to-peer car sharing. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§§55-12-301 to 55-12-311. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE —Cont’d 

Racing, insurance of general public, 
§55-22-101. 

Violation of requirement, §55-22-104. 

Tennessee automobile insurance plan, 
§55-12-136. 

Transportation network company 
drivers, insurance requirements, 
§55-12-141. 

Verification of motor vehicle insurance, 
program for. 

Generally, §§55-12-201 to 55-12-215. 


MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION. 
Accessibility of records kept by revenue 
commissioner and county clerk’s 

office, §55-2-106. 

ADS-operated vehicles. 
Certificates of registration. 

Carrying in vehicle, requirement, 

§55-4-108. 
Agricultural products haulers, §55-4-124. 
Antique vehicles, §55-4-111. 
Exemption from inspection requirements, 
§55-4-130. 
Applicability of certain provisions, 

§§55-3-101, 55-4-130. 

Applications, §55-4-101. 
Fees. 

Application requiring owner’s consent to 

register, §55-4-101. 
Fraudulent statements. 
Penalties, §55-5-113. 
Boat trailers. . 
No tax on trailers for transportation of 
boats, §55-4-111. 
Building materials haulers, §55-4-124. 
Certificates of registration. 
ADS-operated vehicles. 

Carrying in vehicle, requirement, 
§55-4-108. 

Altering, falsifying or forging, §55-5-116. 

Applications. 

Revenue department actions, §55-2-107. 

Carrying in vehicle or on driver’s person, 
§55-4-108. 

Contents, §55-4-102. 

County clerk review of driver records, 
§55-4-105. 

Display, §55-4-108. 

Expiration, §55-4-104. 

Forms, §55-4-102. 

Improper use of evidences of registration, 
§55-5-115. 

Issuance, §55-4-101. 

Fees, §55-6-104. 

Lost, mutilated or illegible certificates. 

Replacement, §55-4-107. 

Fee, §55-4-107. 
Motor carriers. 

Authority to refuse to issue or transfer, 
revoke, or suspend registration, 
plate, or certificate of vehicle where 
carrier has been prohibited from 
operating, §55-4-141. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION 

—Cont’d 

Certificates of registration —Cont’d 
Platoon, vehicles operating as part of. 
Carrying in vehicle or on driver’s person, 
§55-4-108. 
Record of certificates, §55-4-106. 
Renewal, §§55-4-104, 55-4-105. 
Rescue squads. 

Exemption from requirement, §55-4-127. 
Seizure of certain documents, §55-2-108. 
Signing, §55-4-108. 

Suspension or revocation. 

Grounds, §55-5-117. 

Judicial review, §55-5-119. 

Return of evidences of registration by 

owner, §55-5-119. 
Volunteer first aid or rescue squad vehicles. 

Exemptions, §55-4-127. 

Change of address. 

Notice, §55-4-131. 
Citation of law. 

Short title, §55-1-101. 
Classification of vehicles, §55-4-111. 
Commercial motor vehicle fleets, 

§§55-4-502 to 55-4-507. 

Annual fleet registration, §55-4-502. 

Deletion of vehicle from fleet, §55-4-507. 

Permanent registration card and validating 
sticker, §55-4-504. 

Registering officer, §55-4-503. 

Renewal, §55-4-507. 

Taxes and fees. 

Additional vehicles, §55-4-506. 

Distribution to county, §55-4-503. 
Uniform month of expiration. 

Adjusting tax valuation and classificatio 

fees to establish, §55-4-505. 
Computerized registration system. 
Funding, §55-4-132. 
Condition precedent to operation of 
vehicles, §55-4-101. 
County clerks. 
Certificates of registration. 

Review of driver records, §55-4-105. 
Delinquency in duties, $55-6-105. 

Penalty, §55-6-105. 

Duties, §55-6-105. 
Fees, §55-6-104. 
Credit, debit or other financial 
transaction cards. 
Acceptance in payment of fees, §55-2-113. 
Deaf owners, §55-21-112. 
Designation in database of owner or lessee 
as deaf or hard of hearing, §55-4-139. 
Dealers. 
Fees, §55-4-117. 
Definitions, §§55-1-102 to 55-1-126. 
Disabled drivers. 
Plates. 
Issuance of distinguishing plates, 
§55-21-103. 

Placards. 

Use of distinguishing placard in lieu of 
plate, §55-21-103. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION 

—Cont’d 

Disabled drivers —Cont’d 

Plates —Cont’d 

Special plates, §55-4-209. 

Symbol on plate, driver or passenger with 

a disability, §55-21-104. 
Display. 
Electronic format for display of registration, 
§55-4-138. 
Electric vehicles, additional fee, 

§55-4-116. 

Electronic format for display of 

registration, §55-4-138. 

Evidence of registration. 

Electronic format, §55-4-138. 
Exceptions to provisions, §55-3-101. 
Federal funds. 

Loss of. 

Effect, §55-4-126. 

Fees. 

Carriers. 

Freight motor vehicles, §55-4-113. 
Classification of vehicles, §55-4-111. 
Computerized registration system. 

Funding, §55-4-132. 

Credit, debit or other financial transaction 

cards. 

Acceptance in payment, §55-2-113. 
Dealers, §55-4-117. 

Death of spouse. 

No fee for transfer of registration of title 

acquired as result of, §55-6-109. 

Department of revenue. 

Reports and remission to state treasurer, 

§55-6-106. 
Disposition of fees, §§55-6-103, 55-6-107. 
Due to county clerk for specified services, 
§55-6-104. 
Due to revenue department for specified 
services, §55-6-101. 
Electric vehicles, additional fee, §55-4-116. 
Expiration and renewal, §$55-4-104, 
55-4-105. 

Freight motor vehicles, §55-4-113. 

Light-duty vehicle for sale by dealer, 

certificate of compliance. 

Extension of duration, §55-4-130. 
Manufacturers, §55-4-117. 

Military member or veteran with 

service-connected disability. 

Exemption from fees, §55-4-137. 

OEM headquarters company vehicles. 

No fees, charges or other costs to be 

assessed, §55-6-110. 

Passenger motor vehicles. 

Additional fees, §55-4-112. 

Permits. 

Temporary operation and trip permits, 

§55-4-115. 

Temporary trailer permits, §55-4-115. 
Return to applicant. 

Grounds, §55-6-102. 

Transfer by operation of law, §55-3-121. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION 
—Cont’d 
Fees —Cont’d 
Transfer of registration, §55-4-101. 
Transporters, §55-4-117. 
Trucks. 
Freight motor vehicles generally, 
§55-4-113. 
Volunteer firefighters or volunteer rescue 
squad member. 
Exemption from fee, §55-4-140. 
Felonies. 
Altering, falsifying or forging evidences of 
registration, §55-5-116. 
Violations of provisions, §55-5-121. 
Financial responsibility. 
Accident reports. 
Suspension of registration for failure to 
report, §55-12-104. 
Defined, §55-12-102. 
Reinstatement. 
Fees, §55-12-129. 
Renewal of vehicle registration. 
Grounds for nonrenewal, §55-12-140. 
Security deposit. 
Revocation of registration for failure to 
deposit security, §55-12-105. 
Suspension or revocation. 
Accident reports. 
Failure to report, §55-12-104. 
Accidents in other states. 

Revocation or suspension of residence 

registration for, §55-12-109. 
Additional proof of financial 
responsibility. 

Suspension or revocation pending filing 
of additional proof, §55-12-134. 

Convictions. 

Duration, §§55-12-116, 55-12-1177. 

Suspension of all registrations upon 
suspension or revocation of license 
for conviction, §55-12-114. 

Duration, §55-12-108. 

Fault determination inadmissible in court 
of law, §55-12-108. 

Judgments. 

Failure to file proof of financial 
responsibility on final judgment, 
§55-12-118. 

Proof of financial responsibility. 

Premature cancellation or termination 
of proof, §55-12-126. 

Reregistration after revocation. 

Approval, §55-12-130. 

Restoration, §55-12-108. 
Security deposit. 

Failure to deposit security, §55-12-105. 
Surrender of license upon, §55-12-127. 
Enforcement officers, §55-12-127. 
Verification program, continued coverage 

failure sanctions, §55-12-210. 

Reinstatement or renewal of 

registration, §55-12-211. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION 

—Cont’d 

Financial responsibility —Cont’d 

Transfer of registration to avoid law 

prohibited, §55-12-130. 
Fines. 

Collection of penalties. 

Enforcement of correction, §55-6-108. 
Transmittal and expenditure of fines and 

penalties collected, §55-6-108. 
Firefighters. 

Volunteer firefighters. 

Fees. 

Exemption from fee, §55-4-140. 
Fleet registration. 

Interstate carriers, §55-4-122. 

Rental trucks and truck tractors, §55-4-123. 
Forest products haulers, §55-4-124. 
Freight motor vehicles. 

Fees, §55-4-113. 

System of registration and renewals, 

§55-4-104. 
Funding for system, §55-4-132. 
Indexes of registration, §55-4-106. 
Light-duty vehicle for sale by dealer, 
certificate of compliance. 

Extension of duration, §55-4-130. 

Loss of federal funds. 

Effect, §55-4-126. 
Manufacturers. 

Fees, §55-4-117. 

Issuance of dealer plates, §55-4-226. 
Medium speed vehicles, §55-4-136. 
Military service. 

Disability connected to service. 

Exemption from registration fees, 

§55-4-137. 
Owners serving full-time in the military, 
§55-4-135. 
Misdemeanors. 

Certificates of registration. 

Failure to sign, carry or display, 

§55-4-108. 

County clerks. 

Delinquency in duties, §55-6-105. 
Driving or moving unregistered. vehicle 

upon highway, §55-3-102. 

Exception, §55-3-102. 

Evidences of registration improperly used, 

§55-5-115. 

Passenger motor vehicles. 

Failure to pay additional fees, §55-4-112. 
Penalty for misdemeanors, §55-5-120. 
Removal of registration decal or plate. 

Unlawful removal, §55-4-129. 
Renewal. 

Locations for obtaining renewal, 

§55-4-105. 

Replica license plates, §55-4-134. 

Stolen plates. 

Use of, §55-5-126. 


1033 


MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION 

—Cont’d 
Motor carriers. 

Authority to refuse to issue or transfer, 
revoke, or suspend registration, plate, 
or certificate of vehicle where carrier 
has been prohibited from operating, 
§55-4-141. 

Motorcycles. 

Fees, §55-4-111. 

Nonresidents. 

Exemption from registration, §55-4-120. 

Limited registration required when 
transporting for hire, §55-4-120. 

Reciprocal agreements, §55-4-121. 

Suspension or revocation of permits. 

Grounds, §55-5-117. 

Return of evidences of registration by 

owner, §55-5-119. 
OEM headquarters company vehicles. 

Fees. 

No fees, charges or other costs to be 

assessed, §55-6-110. 
Off-highway vehicles. 

Fees, §55-4-111. 

Organ donors, §§55-4-601 to 55-4-603. 
Overweight vehicles, §55-5-114. 
Passenger motor vehicles. 

Fees. 

Additional fees, §55-4-112. 

Implementation for participation in college 
savings plan, §55-4-125. 

Platoon, vehicles operating as part of. 

Certificates of registration. 

Carrying in vehicle or on driver’s person, 

§55-4-108. 
Prima facie evidence of ownership, 

§55-10-312. 

Reciprocal agreements concerning 

nonresidents, §55-4-121. 

Records. 

Accessibility of records kept by revenue 
commissioner and county clerk’s office, 
§55-2-106. 

Recycling. 

Used oil recycling. 

Promotional campaign, §55-4-133. 
Remote sensing devices, §55-4-130. 
Removal of registration decal or plate. 

Unlawful removal, §55-4-129. 

Renewal, §55-4-104. 

Applications, §55-4-105. 

Denial of application due to outstanding 
fees, §55-4-105. 

Locations for obtaining renewal, §55-4-105. 

Mail order service, §55-4-105. 

Rental vehicles. 

Staggered renewal periods for large 
businesses, §55-4-104. 

Replica license plates, §55-4-134. 
Reports. 

Computerized titling and registration 

system, §55-4-132. 
Required, §55-4-101. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION 
—Cont’d 
Rescue squads. 

Certificates of registration. 

Exemption from requirement, §55-4-127. 

Plates. 

Exemption from requirement, §55-4-127. 

Volunteer rescue squad workers. 

Fees. 

Exemption from fee, §55-4-140. 
Scope of provisions, §55-3-101. 
Scrap metal haulers, §55-4-124. 
Suspension or revocation. 

Grounds, §55-5-117. 

Judicial review, §55-5-119. 

Return of evidences of registration by 
owner, §55-5-119. 

Temporary operation permits, §55-4-101. 

Defined, §55-4-115. 

Fees, §55-4-115. 

Temporary trailer permits. 

Defined, §55-4-115. 

Fees, §55-4-115. 

Title of law. 
Short title, §55-1-101. 
Trailers, §55-4-111. 
Boat trailers. 
No tax, §55-4-111. 

Fees, §55-4-111. 

Freight trailers, semitrailers and pole 
trailers, §55-4-113. 

Homemade or materially reconstructed 
trailers. 

Exception as to, §55-4-101. 

Maximum gross weight and ownership 
displayed on certain vehicles, 
§55-4-114. 

Transfer of registration, §55-4-101. 

Death of owner, §55-4-118. 

Fees, §55-4-101. 

Transfer by operation of law, §55-4-119. 

Voluntary transfer by owner, §55-4-118. 

Transfer of title. 

Endorsement of change in ownership on 
registration, §55-3-127. 

Transfer by operation of law, §55-3-121. 

Transferee to reregister vehicle and obtain 
certificate of title, §55-3-119. 

Exception as to transfers to dealers, 
§55-3-120. 
Transporters. 
Fees, §55-4-117. 
Issuance of dealer plates, §55-4-226. 
Transporting crushed stone, fill dirt, etc., 
§55-4-124. 
Trip permits. 
Defined, §55-4-115. 
Fees, §55-4-115. 
Trucks. 

Fees. 

Freight motor vehicles generally, 
§55-4-113. 

Fleet registration. 

Registration of proportional parts of fleets 
of rental trucks and truck tractors, 
§55-4-123. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION 
—Cont’d 
Trucks —Cont’d 
Maximum gross weight and ownership 
displayed on certain vehicles, 
§55-4-114. 
University and postsecondary education. 
College savings trust fund. 
Implementation for participation in 
college savings plan, §55-4-125. 
Used oil recycling. 
Promotional campaign, §55-4-133. 
Vehicles hauling certain materials, 
§55-4-124. 
Veterans. 
Disability connected to service. 
Exemption from registration fees, 
§55-4-137. 
Water damaged vehicles. 
Certificates of title, §55-3-208. 


MOTOR VEHICLES. 
Abandonment. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
§§55-16-103 to 55-16-1138. 
Actions. 
Financing sale of motor vehicles. 
Violations of provisions. 
Suits for damages sustained, 
§55-13-107. 
Warranties. 
Commencement of actions against sellers 
or lessors, §55-24-111. 
Costs and expenses. 
Recovery, §55-24-108. 

Election of remedies, §55-24-110. 
Limitation of actions, §55-24-107. 
ADS-operated vehicles, §§55-30-101 to 

55-30-108. 
Age. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Intermediate licenses, §55-50-311. 
Learners’ permits. 
Eligibility, §55-50-311. 
Persons not eligible for license, 
§55-50-303. 
Aged persons. 
Automotive mobility dealers, §§55-17-301 to 
55-17-3038. 
Airbags. 
Counterfeit components, §55-9-108. 
Defeating warning systems, §55-9-108. 
Air pollution. 
Emissions test. 
Grace period, §55-4-128. 
Waivers or variances. 
Rules, promulgation by board, 
§55-4-128. 
Alcoholic beverages. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Certification of payment of all fines and 
costs, §55-50-405. 
Examination of applicants. 
Questions concerning alcohol, 
§55-50-322. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Alcoholic beverages —Cont’d 
Drivers’ licenses —Cont’d 
Habitual drunkards not eligible for 
license, §55-50-303. 
Mandatory revocation of license for 
driving under influence, §55-50-501. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 

Open container law, §55-10-416. 

Tests for alcohol or drug content of blood. 
Breath or blood tests, §55-10-406. 
Collection and testing of sample, 

§55-10-408. 
Revocation of license for violation of 
provisions, §55-10-407. 
Altitude from ground level of passenger 
cars. 
Alteration prohibited, §55-9-215. 
Anatomical gifts. 

Drivers’ licenses. 

Statements of willingness, §55-50-352. 

Registration, §§55-4-601 to 55-4-603. 

Antique vehicles. 
Exemption from inspection requirements, 
§55-4-130. 
Appeals. 

Drivers’ licenses. 

Suspension or revocation of license, 
§55-50-502. 

Financial responsibility. 

Order or act of commissioner, §55-12-103. 

Registration. 

Suspension or revocation. 
Judicial review, §55-5-119. 
Sales. 
Licenses. 
Motor vehicle commission. 
Judicial review of final decisions of 
commission, §55-17-116. 
Arrest. 

Drivers’ licenses. 

Carrying and exhibiting of license. 
Violations of provisions, §55-50-351. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 

Person arrested must be taken before 
magistrate, §55-10-203. 

Safety belts. 

Operation of passenger vehicles. 
Violations of requirement, §55-9-603. 

Speed limits. 

Fees of law enforcement officers for arrest 
for violation, §55-8-152. 

Taking person arrested before magistrate. 
When required, §55-10-203. 

Weight. 

Arrest of violators, §55-7-105. 
Associations. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§§55-18-101 to 55-18-109. 
Attorneys’ fees. 

Warranties. 

Recovery of costs and expenses, 
§55-24-108. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Auctions and auctioneers. 
Abandoned, immobile or unattended 
vehicles. 
Sale at auction of vehicle taken into 
custody, §55-16-106. 
Autocycles. 
Defined, §§55-1-108, 55-8-101, 55-12-102. 
Equipment exemption, §55-9-308. 
Automated license plate recognition 
system. 
Limitation on storage of data, §55-10-302. 
Automated vehicles act, §§55-30-101 to 
55-30-108. 
Automobile clubs and associations, 
§§55-18-101 to 55-18-109. 
Automotive mobility dealers, §$55-17-301 
to 55-17-3038. 
Autonomous vehicles. 
Automated driving systems, §§55-30-101 to 
55-30-108. 
Automated vehicles act, §§55-30-101 to 
55-30-108. 
Localities not to prohibit, §§55-8-202, 
55-30-105. 
Backing. 
Limitations, §55-8-163. 
Bail and recognizance. 
Admission. to bail, §55-10-203. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Deposit of license in lieu of bail, 
§§55-50-801 to 55-50-805. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Admission to bail, §55-10-203. 
Bailments. 
Theft of motor vehicle from bailee. 
Reporting, $55-5-130. 
Beds of trucks. 
Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 
Best behavior during traffic stops. 
Department of safety to develop advisory 
guidelines, §55-8-206. 
Blood tests. 
Tests for alcohol or drug content of blood, 
§55-10-406. 
Collection and testing of sample, 
§55-10-408. 
Revocation of license for violation of 
provisions, §55-10-407. 
Boat trailers. 
Registration. 
No tax on trailers for transportation of 
boats, §55-4-111. 
Brake fluid. 
Minimum standards, §55-9-213. 
Bumper stickers. 
Obscene or patently offensive bumper 
stickers. 
Prohibited, §55-8-187. 
Buses. 
Defined, §55-8-101. 
Equipment. 
Emergency parts and accessories, 
§55-9-102. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Buses —Cont’d 
Equipment —Cont’d 
Warning devices, §55-9-102. 
Display during period of disablement, 
§55-9-103. 
Display with vehicle stopped for causes 
other than disablement, §55-9-104. 
Length, §55-7-204. 
Publicly owned transit systems. 
Exemption from length requirements, 
§55-7-207. 
Publicly owned transit systems. 

Defined, §55-7-207. 

Exemption from length and weight 
requirements, §55-7-207. 

Railroad grade crossings. 
Stopping required, §55-8-147. 
Warning devices, §§55-9-102 to 55-9-104. 
Weight. 
Publicly owned transit systems. 
Exemption from weight requirements, 
§55-7-207. 
Car sharing program insurance 
coverage, §§55-12-301 to 55-12-311. 
Catalogue or mail order sales. 
Registration and licensing by mail order, 
§55-4-105. 
Cellular telephones. 
Drivers’ licenses. 

Electronic driver license system to 
present proof of valid license, 
§55-50-306. 

Learner’s permits. 

Operation of vehicle while using mobile 
telephone, §55-50-311. 
Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 

Operating while driving prohibited, 

§55-8-199. 
Certificates of title, §§55-3-101 to 55-3-130. 
Abbreviation of states where vehicle 
previously titled, §55-3-114. 
Applicability of provisions, §55-3-101. 
Applications. 

Contents, §55-3-103. 

Fee of county clerk for receiving, 
forwarding, and issuing, §55-6-104. 

Forms, §55-3-103. 

Fraudulent statements. 

Penalties, §55-5-118. 

Revenue department action, §55-2-107. 

Sales or use tax receipt to accompany, 
§55-3-105. 

Certificate issued for use in lieu of 
sales or use tax receipt, §55-3-107. 

False indication of payment of sales or 
use tax. 

Prohibited, §55-3-108. 

Inapplicable to vehicles exempt from 
sales or use tax, §55-3-106. 

Penalty for violations of provisions, 
§55-3-109. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Certificates of title —Cont’d 


Applications —Cont’d 
Sales or use tax receipt to accompany 
—Cont’d 
Violations of provisions. 
Penalty, §55-3-109. 
Specially constructed, reconstructed or 
foreign vehicles, §55-3-104. 
Bond, surety, §55-3-103. 
Certificate of ownership, supplying, 
§55-3-103. 
Computerized registration system. 
Funding, §55-4-132. 
Contents, §55-3-114. 
County clerks. 
Contracts with clerks to provide services, 
§55-3-114. 
Custom built car. 
Replica model custom built car, 
§55-3-130. 
Damaged certificates. 
Replacement, §55-3-115. 
Delivery, §55-3-114. 
Dismantling or wrecking vehicles. 
Return of evidences of title by owner, 
§55-3-202. 
Sale of motor vehicle to automotive 
recyclers, dismantlers, or scrap metal 
dealers. 


Dealer’s license not required, §55-3-204. 


Documentation lacking. 

Vehicles 30 years old, §55-3-103. 
Exceptions to provisions, §55-3-101. 
Fees, §55-6-101. 

County clerks, §55-6-104. 

Credit, debit or other financial 

transaction cards. 
Acceptance in payment, §55-2-113. 

Use of funds from increase in fee. 

Reduction of odometer tampering and 
fraud, §55-2-112. 
Felonies. 

Altering, falsifying or forging, §55-5-116. 
Flattening, baling or shredding of 

passenger motor vehicle. 

Surrender of title or nonrepairable 
vehicle certificate, §55-3-209. 

Flood vehicles. 

Disclosure on certificate, §55-3-209. 

Transfer to insurance company, title 
obtained, §55-3-120. 

Foreign vehicles. 

Application for certificate of title, 
§55-3-104. 

When certificate of title not required, 
§55-3-101. 

Form, §55-3-114. 
Impounded vehicles. 

Notice of impoundment for 
methamphetamine manufacture, 
§55-3-210. 

Indexes to certificates of title, §55-3-111. 
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Issuance, §55-3-114. 
Bond, surety, §55-3-103. 
Determination that vehicle is not stolen, 

§55-3-110. 

Fees, §55-6-101. 

Use of funds from increase in fee. 

Reduction of odometer tampering and 
fraud, §55-2-112. 

Indexes to certificates of title issued, 

§55-3-111. 

Refusal to issue, §§55-3-112, 55-3-113. 
Replacement certificates, §55-3-115. 
Review of commissioner’s actions, 

§55-3-113. 

Transfer of title. 

New certificate of title issued upon 
satisfaction of certain 
requirements, §55-3-122. 

Junked or salvaged motor vehicles. 
Sale or transfer of certificates of title 

prohibited, §55-5-127. 

Lienors holding certificate, §55-3-114. 
Liens. 
Assignment by person holding lien. 

Notation of lien, §55-3-124. 

Discharge of lien. 

Failure to deliver certificate of title to 
person entitled thereto, §55-3-127. 

Failure to report, §55-3-127. 

Fee for noting new liens or 

encumbrances, §55-6-101. 

Filing request for notation. 

Constructive notice of lien, §§55-3-125, 
55-3-126. 

Multiple vehicle lien assignments, 

§55-3-124. 

Noted on certificates of title, §55-3-123. 
Temporary lines, §55-3-126. 

Lost certificate. 
Replacement, §55-3-115. 

Manufactured homes affixed to property. 
Cancellation of title, §55-3-128. 

Reissuance, §55-3-129. 

Exception to title requirement, §55-3-101. 
Misdemeanors. 
Failure to endorse or deliver certificate, 

§55-3-127. 

Fraudulent statements in applications, 

§55-5-113. 

Improper use of evidences of registration, 

§55-5-115. 

Liens. 

Discharge of lien. 

Failure to deliver certificate of title to 
person entitled thereto, 
§55-3-127. 

Failure to report, §55-3-127. 

Sales or use tax provisions. 

Violations, §55-3-109. 

Multiple vehicle lien assignments, 

§55-3-124. 
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Nonrepairable vehicles. 
Disclosure on certificate of title, 
§55-3-209. 
Issuance of nonrepairable vehicle 
certificate, §55-3-209. 
Transfer to insurance company, title 
obtained, §55-3-120. 
Off-highway vehicles, §55-3-101. 
Rebuilt motor vehicles. 
Applications for rebuilt certificates 
supported by salvage title, §55-3-205. 
Definitions, §55-3-201. 
Disclosure on certificate that vehicle 
rebuilt, §55-3-209. 
Fee for conversion of vehicle salvage 
document to rebuilt title, §55-3-206. 
Fee for rebuilt certificate supported by 
salvage title, §55-3-205. 
Inspection of vehicle prior to issuance of 
rebuilt certificate, §55-3-206. 
New certificate of title, §55-3-202. 
Out-of-state constructed vehicles. 
Applicability of provisions, §55-3-207. 
Reconstructed vehicles. 
Application for certificate of title, 
§55-3-104. 
Refusal to issue. 
Grounds, §55-3-112. 
Review of commissioner’s actions, 
§55-3-113. 
Replica model custom built car, §55-3-130. 
Sales or use tax. 
Application for certificate of title. 
Sales or use tax receipt to accompany, 
§§55-3-105 to 55-3-109. 
Salvage vehicles. 
Application of salvage title, §55-3-209. 
Disclosure on certificate that vehicle 
salvaged, §55-3-209. 
Transfer to insurance company, title 
obtained, §55-3-120. 
Scope of provisions, §55-3-101. 
Security interest. 
Perfection, §55-3-126. 
Seizure of certain documents, §55-2-108. 
Specially constructed vehicles. 
Application for certificate of title, 
§55-3-104. 
States in which vehicle previously titled. 
Abbreviation included on certificate, 
§55-3-114. 
Stolen vehicles. 
Determination that vehicle is not stolen, 
§55-3-110. 
Refusal to issue certificate of title, 
§55-3-112. 
Suspension or revocation. 
Grounds, §55-5-117. 
Judicial review, §55-5-119. 
Return of evidences of registration by 
owner, §55-5-119. 
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Synopsis of driving laws. 
Distribution with certificate, §55-2-109. 
Transfer of title, §55-3-118. 

Dealers. 

Transfers to dealers, §55-3-120. 

Endorsement of change in ownership on 
title, §55-3-127. 

Insurance companies. 

Transfers to. 
Type of title company to obtain, 
§55-3-120. 

Misdemeanors in connection with, 
§55-3-127. 

New certificate of title issued upon 
satisfaction of certain requirements, 
§55-3-122. 

Transfer by operation of law, §55-3-121. 

Transferee to reregister vehicle and 
obtain certificate of title, §55-3-119. 

Exception as to transfers to dealers, 
§55-3-120. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles. 

Improperly assigned title which fails to 
identify transferee. 

When vehicle deemed abandoned, 
§55-3-127. 
Water damaged motor vehicles, §55-3-208. 
Chains. 
Permissible use of tire chains, §55-9-106. 
Chemical tests. 
Tests for alcohol or drug content of blood, 
§55-10-406. 

Collection and testing of sample, 
§55-10-408. 

Revocation of license for violation of 
provisions, §55-10-407. 

Children left unattended in motor 

vehicles, §§55-10-801 to 55-10-804. 

Chop shops, §§55-5-201 to 55-5-206. 
Civil liability, §55-5-206. 
Definitions, §55-5-202. 
Forfeiture of property, §55-5-205. 
Penalties, §55-5-208. 
Restitution, §55-5-203. 

Seizure of property, §55-5-204. 
Short title, §55-5-201. 
Violations, §55-5-203. 

Citations. 

Traffic citation in lieu of arrest. 

Generally, §55-10-207. 

Uniform traffic citation form, §55-10-208. 

Clubs. 

Automobile clubs and associations, 
§§55-18-101 to 55-18-109. 
Coasting. 
Prohibited, §55-8-167. 

Commercial drivers’ licenses, §§55-50-401 

to 55-50-414. 

Commercial motor vehicle fleets. 
Definitions, §55-4-501. 

Domicile, §55-4-503. 

Impound, §55-5-129. 
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Impounding vehicles, §55-5-129. 
Registration. 
Annual fleet registration, §55-4-502. 
Deletion of vehicle from fleet, §55-4-507. 
Permanent registration card and 
validating sticker, §55-4-504. 
Registering officer, §55-4-503. 
Renewal, §55-4-507. 
Taxes and fees. 
Additional vehicles, §55-4-506. 
Distribution to county, §55-4-503. 
Uniform month of expiration. 
Adjusting tax valuation and 
classification fees to establish, 
§55-4-505. 
Testing and inspection. 
Registered vehicles, §55-4-507. 
Community service. 
Violations, community service in lieu of 
fines and costs, §55-50-507. 
Compromise and settlement. 
Warranties. 
Informal dispute settlement procedure, 
§55-24-106. 
Computers. 
Records. 
Access by law enforcement officers, 
§55-21-109. 
Confidentiality of motor vehicle records. 
Disclosure of information in connection with 
motor vehicle records generally, 
§§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 
Consent. 
Implied consent. 
Breath test for alcoholic or drug content 
of blood. 
Generally, §55-10-406. 
Contraband. 
Stolen vehicles, §55-5-108. 
Contract carriers. 
Passenger contract carrier safety act, 
§§55-20-201 to 55-20-204. 
Controlled substances. 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 
Coroners. 
Accidents involving death. 
Reports, §55-10-112. 
Costs. 
Warranties. 
Recovery of costs and expenses, 
§55-24-108. 
Cotton modules. 
Length. 
Maximum length. 
Vehicles transporting, §55-7-115. 
Special permits, §55-7-205. 
Width. 
Maximum width. 
Vehicles transporting, §55-7-115. 
Special permits, §55-7-205. 
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Counties. 

Speed limits. 

Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Criminal law and procedure. 

Abstract of record of traffic cases, 

§55-10-306. 

Accessories. 

Parties to crimes, §55-10-201. 
Accident reports. 

Use of report for solicitation by holder of 

professional license, §55-10-108. 
Airbags. 

Counterfeit components, §55-9-108. 

Defeating warning systems, §55-9-108. 
Alcoholic beverages. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 

Attempts. 

Parties to crimes, §55-10-201. 

Bail and recognizance, §55-10-2038. 

Deposit of license in lieu of bail, 
§§55-50-801 to 55-50-805. 

Blue flashing emergency lights. 

Installed or exhibited on other than law 
enforcement vehicles, §55-9-414. 

Bumper stickers. 

Obscene or patently offensive, §55-8-187. 
Chop shops, §§55-5-201 to 55-5-206. 
Citations. 

Audit of citation records, §55-10-204. 

Illegal cancellation of traffic citation, 
§55-10-204. 

Conspiracy. 

Parties to crimes, §55-10-201. 
Construction and interpretation. 

Uniformity of interpretation, §55-10-310. 
Convictions. 

Parental notification. 

Learners’ permits and intermediate 
licenses, §55-50-311. 

Report to department, §55-10-306. 

Traffic violation conviction fee, 
§55-10-315. 

Disabilities, persons with. 

Parking in space reserved for, §§55-8-160, 
55-21-108. 

Disclosure of records of personal 
information. 

Misstatement or false statement by 
persons requesting, §55-25-112. 

Dismantling vehicles. 

Noncompliance with requirements 
regarding purchase of vehicles, 
§55-3-203. 

Dockets, §55-10-305. 
Drag racing, §§55-10-501 to 55-10-503. 
Driver improvement course. 

Fee, §55-10-301. 

Requirement to attend, §55-10-301. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 

§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 
Drugs. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 

§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 
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Criminal law and procedure —Cont’d 
Due care. 
Failure of drivers to exercise, §55-8-136. 
Employer and employee. 

Employer’s liability for violations by 
employee driving nonmotor vehicle, 
§55-10-313. 

Excessive noise from motor vehicle, 

§55-8-193. 

Fraudulently obtaining possession, 

§55-5-104. 

Joyriding, §55-5-104. 
Methamphetamine. 

Driving while in possession of, 
§55-50-506. 

Municipal ordinances regulating 
certain vehicle offenses void, 
§55-10-307. 

Municipal corporations. 

Enforcement within municipalities, 
§55-10-308. 

Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 

Neglect to return leased, rented or hired 

vehicles, §55-5-104. 

Off-highway vehicles. 

Operation on certain highway, §55-8-185. 
Off-road vehicles. 

Prohibited acts, §55-10-206. 
Owners of vehicles. 

Offenses by persons owning or controlling 
vehicles, §55-10-202. 

Prima facie evidence of ownership of 
automobile and use in owner’s 
business, §§55-10-311, 55-10-312. 

Parties to crimes, §55-10-201. 
Prison terms, §§55-17-117, 55-50-405. 
Reckless driving, §55-10-205. 
Record of traffic cases, §55-10-306. 
Reexamination. 
Judges may order, §55-10-309. 
Safety belt violations, §55-9-603. 
Speeding violations, §55-8-152. 
Speed zone violations, §55-8-153. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 
Supplemental restraint systems or airbags. 
Counterfeit components, §55-9-108. 
Defeating warning systems, §55-9-108. 
Temporary taking, §55-5-104. 
Traffic violation conviction fee, §55-10-315. 
Trial, §55-10-305. 
Truck beds. 
Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 
Unattended children in motor vehicles, 

§55-10-803. 

Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles. 

Notification to law enforcement prior to 
towing if owner not present, 
violation, §55-16-105. 

Curbstoning. 
Authority of police department to take 

custody of vehicles used in, §55-16-104. 
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Curbstoning —Cont’d 

Defined, §55-16-103. 
Damages. 

Hazardous waste spills, §55-10-314. 

Private property. 

Moving motor vehicle located on private 
property. 

Treble damages, §55-5-124. 
Deaf persons. 

Decals or placards for deaf drivers, 
§55-21-112. 

Registration. 

Deaf owners, §55-21-112. 

Dealers. 

Automotive mobility dealers, §§55-17-301 to 
55-17-3038. 

Defined, §55-1-114. 

Funds held in trust by dealers, distributors 
and manufacturers, §§55-27-101 to 
55-27-106. 

Licenses, §§55-17-101 to 55-17-128. 

Loaner vehicles provided while repairs 
ongoing. 

Vicarious liability of dealer not triggered 
by accident caused by driver, 
§$§55-10-311, 55-10-312. 

Operation of additional business at dealer’s 
established place of business, 
§55-17-128. 

Place of business. 

Defined, §55-1-115. 

Recreational vehicles. 

Franchises, §§55-28-101 to 55-28-111. 

Sales licenses, §§55-17-401 to 55-17-419. 

Registration. 

Fees, §55-4-117. 

Secondhand automobile tires and 
accessories, §§55-14-101 to 55-14-1077. 

Dealers plates. 

Special plates generally, §§55-4-201 to 

55-4-387. 
Defenses. 

Warranties, §55-24-103. 

Definitions, §§55-1-102 to 55-1-126, 

55-8-101. 

Autocycles, §§55-1-108, 55-8-101, 55-12-102. 

Automobile auctions, §55-17-102. 

Automobile clubs and associations, 
§§55-18-101, 55-18-102. 

Automotive mobility dealers, §55-17-301. 

Commercial motor vehicle fleets, §55-4-501. 

Domicile, §55-4-503. 

Impound, §55-5-129. 

Commissioner, §55-1-111. 

Custom-built car, §55-1-124. 

Dealer, §55-1-114. 

Department, §$55-1-111. 

Disabled drivers, §55-21-102. 

Refueling service for disabled drivers, 
§55-21-201. 

Drag racing, §55-10-501. 

Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 

Commercial driver licenses, §55-7-102. 
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Definitions —Cont’d 
Drivers’ licenses —Cont’d 
Reciprocal agreements relating to arrest 
of nonresidents, §55-50-701. 
Driver training schools. 
Commercial driver training school, 
§55-19-109. 
Equipment, §55-9-101. 
Essential parts, §55-1-106. 
Farm tractor, §55-1-104. 
Farm truck, §55-1-119. 
Financial responsibility, §55-12-102. 

Convictions, §55-12-113. 

Fixed load vehicle, §55-1-117. 
Foreign vehicle, §55-1-107. 
Freight, §55-1-118. 

Golf carts, §55-1-123. 

Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Gross weight, §55-1-120. 
Highway, §55-1-116. 
Identification numbers, §55-5-106. 
Implement of husbandry, §55-1-108. 
Lienor, §55-1-112. 
Low speed vehicle, §55-1-122. 
Manufacturer, §55-1-114. 
Medium speed vehicle, §55-1-125. 
Motor bicycle, §55-1-103. 
Motorcycle, §55-1-103. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety, 

§55-51-101. 
Motor home, §55-1-104. 
Motorized bicycle, §55-8-101. 
Nonresident, §55-1-113. 
Odometer, §55-1-121. 
OEM headquarters company, §55-1-126. 
OEM headquarters company vehicle, 
§55-1-126. 

Owner, §55-1-112. 
Person, §55-1-112. 
Place of business, §55-1-115. 
Rebuilt motor vehicles, §55-3-201. 
Reconstructed vehicle, §55-1-106. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Sales. 

Financing sale of motor vehicle, 

§55-13-101. 

Licenses, §55-17-102. 

Secondhand automobile tires and 
accessories. 

Dealers, §55-14-104. 
Specially constructed vehicle, §55-1-106. 
Special mobile equipment, §55-1-109. 
Storage, §55-23-102. 

Street, §55-1-116. 
Tires, §55-1-110. 
Tourist resort county. 

Motor vehicle racing, §55-22-105. 
Trailers, §§55-1-105, 55-8-101. 

Homemade and materially reconstructed 

trailers, §55-4-101. 
Transporter, §55-1-114. 
Truck, §55-1-104. 

Truck tractor, §55-1-104. 
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Definitions —Cont’d 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
§55-16-103. 
Vehicle, §55-1-103. 
Warranties, §§55-24-101, 55-24-103, 

55-24-104. 

Digital formats of documents. 
Revenue commissioner. 

Authority to require filing, retention, 
submission, etc of documents in 
digital formats, §55-2-114. 

Disabled drivers. 
Automotive mobility dealers, §§55-17-301 to 

55-17-3083. 

Citation of law. 

Short title, §55-21-101. 
Deaf drivers. 

Decals or placards for, §55-21-112. 
Definitions, §55-21-102. 

Refueling service for disabled drivers, 
§55-21-201. 

Disabled veteran decal, §55-21-111. 
Misdemeanors. 

Parking. 

Unauthorized parking in spaces 
designated for disabled, 
§55-21-108. 

Unauthorized use of certificate of 
identification for disabled veterans, 
etc., §55-21-106. 

Unauthorized use of disabled placard, 
§55-21-108. 

Nurse practitioners. 

Issuance of certified statements of 

disability or deafness, §55-21-113. 
Parking. 

Certificate or placard displayed, 
§55-8-160. 

Duplicating or selling placards, 
§55-21-108. 

Exceptions for disabled persons, 
§55-8-160. 

False representations as requirements to 
obtain placard, §55-21-108. 

Parking in space reserved for, §§55-8-160, 
55-21-108. 

Privileges, §55-21-105. 

Disabled veterans, §55-21-105. 

Reciprocal agreements with other 
states, §55-21-105. 

Spaces. 

Providing of spaces, §55-21-105. 

Towing vehicle illegally parked, 
§55-21-108. 

Unauthorized parking in spaces 
designated for disabled. 

Penalty, §55-21-108. 

Unauthorized use of certificate of 
identification for disabled veterans, 
etc., §55-21-106. 

Van-accessible spaces, §55-21-105. 

Physician assistants. 

Issuance of certified statements of 

disability or deafness, §55-21-113. 
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Placards, §55-21-103. 

Unauthorized use, §55-21-108. 

Refueling service for disabled drivers. 

Applicability of provisions. 

Exemptions, §55-21-204. 

Civil penalties for violations, §55-21-205. 

Assessment by commissioner, 
§55-21-207. 

Commissioner of agriculture. 
Assessment of penalty, §55-21-207. 
Enforcement of provisions, §55-21-206. 
Investigation of complaints, §55-21-207. 

Definitions, §55-21-201. 

Enforcement of provisions, §55-21-206. 

Exemptions from provisions, §55-21-204. 

Notice. 

Notice to disabled person or veteran, 
§55-21-209. 

Notice to station or facility operator, 
§55-21-208. 

Posting, §55-21-2038. 

Penalties. 

Civil penalty for violation, §55-21-205. 
Assessment by commissioner, 
§55-21-207. 

Price, §55-21-202. 

Self-service pumps, §55-21-202. 

Violations of provisions. 

Civil penalty, §55-21-205. 
Assessment by commissioner, 
§55-21-207. 

Registration. 

Plates. 

Issuance of distinguishing plates, 
§55-21-103. 

Placards. 

Use of distinguishing placard in lieu 
of plate, §55-21-108. 

Special plates, §55-4-209. 

Symbol on plate, driver or passenger 
with a disability, §55-21-104. 

Rental motor vehicles. 

Placards, §55-21-103. 

Revenue commissioner. 

Definition of commissioner, §55-21-102. 

Revenue department. 

Definition of department, §55-21-102. 

Title of law. 

Short title, §55-21-101. 

Volunteer enforcement of handicapped 
parking laws and ordinances, 
§55-21-110. 

Disabled passengers. 

Defined, §55-21-102. 

Parking. 

Privileges, §55-21-105. 

Disclosure of information in connection 
with motor vehicle records. 

Generally, §§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 

Discrimination. 

Financing sales of motor vehicles. 

Discrimination prohibited, §55-13-104. 
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Dismantling vehicles. 

Criminal penalty for noncompliance with 
requirements regarding purchase of 
vehicles, §55-3-203. 

License fee for dismantlers, §55-3-203. 

Purchase of older vehicle without obtaining 
title, conditions, §55-3-203. 

Records to be kept by dismantler and 
recycler or scrap metal processor, 
§55-3-203. 

Reporting required on purchases, §55-3-203. 

Distributors. 

Funds held in trust by dealers, distributors 
and manufacturers, §§55-27-101 to 
55-27-106. 

Drag racing. 

Conviction. 

Revocation of license, §55-10-503. 

Definitions, §55-10-501. 

Drivers’ licenses. 

Restricted licenses. 

Powers of judge on convictions, 
§55-10-503. 

Revocation on conviction, §55-10-503. 

Misdemeanors, §55-10-502. 

Violations generally, §55-10-301. 

Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
offenses void, §55-10-307. 

Prohibited, §55-10-502. 

Racing generally, §§55-22-101 to 55-22-105. 

Revocation of driver’s license, §55-10-503. 

Second and subsequent offenses. 

Penalties, §55-10-502. 
Driver improvement program. 
Generally, §55-50-505. 
Driveways. 

Right of way. 

Emerging from driveway, §55-8-150. 
Vehicles entering highway from, 
§55-8-131. 

Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 

Stopping, standing or parking in front of 
driveway prohibited, §55-8-160. 

Drug-free youth. 

Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 

55-10-711. 
Drugs. 

Drivers’ licenses. 

Addicts not eligible for license, 
§55-50-303. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 

Examination of applicants. 

Questions concerning drugs, 
§55-50-322. 

Mandatory revocation of license for 
driving under influence, §55-50-501. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 

Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 


INDEX 


MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Drunk driving, §§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 
Election of rights and remedies. 
Warranties, §55-24-110. 
Electric personal assistive mobility 
devices, §§55-53-101 to 55-53-1085. 
E-mail. 
Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
$55-8-199. 
Emergency plates, §$55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 
55-4-223. 
Registration. 
Rescue squads, §55-4-127. 
Special plates generally, §§55-4-201 to 
55-4-387. 
Emission test. 

Grace period, §55-4-128. 

Pre-owned vehicles, sale of, §55-17-127. 

Waivers or variances. 

Rules, promulgation by board, §55-4-128. 
Engines. 

Change or substitution. 

Rules and regulations, §55-3-117. 
Evidence. 

Child passenger restraint systems. 
Failure to use, §55-9-602. 

Ownership of automobile. 

Prima facie evidence, §§55-10-311, 
55-10-312. 
Safety belts. 
Failure to wear belt. 
Not admissible, §55-9-604. 
Family purpose doctrine. 
Imputing negligence of child, etc., to parent, 
etc. 
Learners’ permits. 
Accompanying driver liable, §55-50-311. 
License application, §55-50-312. 
Federal funds. 
Effect of loss, §55-4-126. 
Fees. 
Certificates of title, §55-6-101. 
County clerks, §55-6-104. 
Credit, debit or other financial 
transaction cards. 
Acceptance in payment, §55-2-113. 
Use of funds from increase in fee. 
Reduction of odometer tampering and 
fraud, §55-2-112. 

County clerks, §55-6-104. 

Deaf persons. 

Decals or placards for deaf drivers, 
§55-21-112. 

Department of revenue. 

Reports and remission to state treasurer, 
§55-6-106. 

Disposition of fees, §55-6-103. 

Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-323. 
Application fee, §55-50-321. 
Commercial drivers’ licenses. 

Application fee, §55-50-406. 
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Fees —Cont’d 
Drivers’ licenses —Cont’d 
Commercial drivers’ licenses —Cont’d 
Records of drivers. 
Furnishing to employers by 
department, §55-50-409. 
Disposition of fees, §55-50-324. 
Financial responsibility. 

Restoration fees, §§55-12-104, 

55-12-106, 55-12-108. 
Motorcycle license or permit examination 
fee, §55-50-324. 
Records of safety department. 
Furnishing copies, §55-50-204. 
Highway maintenance. 
Permit fees designated for highway 
maintenance, §55-4-126. 
Return to applicant. 
Grounds, §55-6-102. 
Revenue department, §55-6-101. 
Speed limits. 
Arrest for violations. 
Fees of law enforcement officers, 
§55-8-152. 
Storage. 
Extended storage, consent or notice 
required, §§55-23-1038, 55-23-104. 
Traffic violation conviction fee, §55-10-315. 
Felonies. 
Accidents. 
Failure to stop, §55-10-101. 
Certificates of title. 
Altering, falsifying or forging, §55-5-116. 
Chop shops, §55-5-203. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-602. 
Revocation of license. 

Mandatory revocation for felony 
involving motor vehicle, 
§55-50-501. 

Identification numbers. 
Altering or changing number 
fraudulently, §55-5-112. 
Registration. 
Altering, falsifying or forging evidences of 
registration, §55-5-116. 
Violation of provisions, §55-5-121. 
Theft. 
Chop shops, §55-5-203. 
Fraudulently obtaining possession, 
§55-5-104. 
Neglect to return, §55-5-104. 
Fines. 
Altitude from ground level of passenger car. 
Alteration, §55-9-215. 
Bumpers. 
Violations of requirements, §55-9-215. 
Collection, §55-10-304. 
Disposition of penalties collected, 
§55-10-303. 
Community service in lieu of fines and 
costs, §55-50-507. 
Deaf persons. 
Decals or placards. 
Use by other persons, §55-21-112. 
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Fines —Cont’d 
Disabled parking spaces. 
Unauthorized parking, §55-21-108. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Carrying and exhibiting license. 
Violations of provisions, §55-50-351. 
Commercial driver’s license. 
Out-of-service order. 
Violating order, §55-50-405. 
Commercial drivers’ licenses. 
Employer responsibilities. 
Violations, §55-50-405. 
Excessive number, §55-50-405. 
Notification required by employees. 
Violations, §55-50-405. 
Violations of licensure requirements, 
§55-50-405. 

Disposition of fines, §55-50-604. 

Late renewal, §55-50-338. 

Learner’s permits. 

Operation of vehicle while using mobile 
telephone, §55-50-311. 
Excessive noise from motor vehicle, 
§55-8-193. 
Medical waste. 

Unattended motor vehicles containing 

medical waste, §55-8-162. 
Methamphetamine. 
Driving while in possession of, 
§55-50-506. 

Off-road vehicles. 

Prohibited acts, §55-10-206. 
Reckless driving, §55-10-205. 
Safety belt violations, §55-9-603. 
Sales licenses. 

Violations of provisions, §55-17-117. 
Steering wheels. 

Violations of provisions, §55-9-216. 
Trailers. 

Safety chains for trailers. 

Failure to comply with provisions, 
§55-7-114. 

Transmittal and expenditure of fines and 
penalties collected, §55-6-108. 

Unattended motor vehicles containing 
medical or hazardous waste, §55-8-162. 

Fire hydrants. 

Stopping, standing or parking. 

Prohibited within certain distance, 

§55-8-160. 
Fires and fire prevention. 
Bells, sirens or exhaust whistles on certain 
vehicles. 

Members of regular or volunteer fire 
departments may equip privately 
owned vehicles, §55-9-201. 

Crossing fire hose, §55-8-169. 
Emergency vehicle statute, §55-8-108. 
Fire hydrants. 

Stopping, standing or parking within 
certain distance prohibited, 
§55-8-160. 
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Fires and fire prevention —Cont’d 
Following fire apparatus. 
Prohibited, §55-8-168. 
Flattening, baling or shredding of 
passenger motor vehicle. 
Surrender of certificate of title or 
nonrepairable vehicle certificate, 
§55-3-209. 
Flood vehicles. 
Certificates of title. 
Disclosure on certificate, §55-3-209. 
Defined, §55-3-201. 
Foreign vehicles. 
Certificates of title. 
Application for certificate of title, 
§55-3-104. 
When certificate of title not required, 
§55-3-101. 
Defined, §55-1-107. 
Forfeitures. 
Disabled parking spaces. 
Unauthorized use of disabled placard. 
Forfeiture of placard, §55-21-108. 
Disabled veterans. 

Certificate of identification, §55-21-106. 
Driving under the influence, §55-10-414. 
Methamphetamine. 

Driving while in possession of. 

Seizure and forfeiture of vehicle, 
§55-50-506. 
Forgery. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Criminal offenses, §§55-50-601, 
55-50-602. 
Revocation. 
Grounds for mandatory revocation, 
§55-50-601. 
Fraud. 
Application for registration or certificate of 
title. 

Fraudulent statements, §55-5-113. 
Identification numbers. 

Altering or changing number 

fraudulently, §55-5-112. 
Fraudulently obtained possession, 
§55-5-104. 
Freight motor vehicles. 
Maximum weight per axle or group of axles, 
§55-7-203. 
Funeral processions, §55-8-183. 
Motorcycle helmet law, exception, 
§55-9-302. 
Golf carts. 
Defined, §55-1-123. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 
Habitual offenders. 
Petition for reinstatement of license, 
§55-10-601. 
Hands-free devices. 
Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 
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Hazardous waste. 
Liability for spill of hazardous waste from 
twin trailer truck, §55-10-314. 
Unattended motor vehicles containing, 
§55-8-162. 
Height. 
Maximum height, §55-7-202. 
High occupancy vehicles. 
Lanes of traffic, §55-8-188. 


Highway maintenance or utility vehicles. 


Lights. 

White light system or amber light 
system, §55-9-402. 

Historic military vehicles. 

Registration plates, display, §55-4-110. 
Hit and run driving. 

Stopping at scene of accident, §§55-10-101, 

55-10-102. 

Hitchhiking. 

Prohibited, §55-8-139. 
Home-made trailers, §55-4-101. 
Homicide. 

Arrest. 

Person arrested must be taken before 
magistrate, §55-10-103. 

Bail and recognizance. 

Admission to bail, §55-10-203. 

Drivers’ licenses. 

Mandatory revocation for conviction, 
§55-50-501. 
Manslaughter. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Mandatory revocation for conviction, 
§55-50-501. 
Horns, §55-9-201. 
Identification numbers. 
Accessibility for inspection, §55-5-106. 
Applicability of provisions, §55-5-110. 
Exceptions, §55-5-110. 
Definitions, §55-5-106. 
Felonies. 

Altering or changing number 

fraudulently, §55-5-112. 
Fraud. 

Altering or changing number 

fraudulently, §55-5-112. 
Installation, §55-5-107. 
Manufacturers. 

Installation, §55-5-107. 

Misdemeanors. 

Buying, disposing of or possessing vehicle 
lacking number, §55-5-111. 

Records. 

Failure to keep, §55-5-108. 

Sale or possession for sale of 
nonnumbered passenger cars or 
components, §55-5-109. 

Nonnumbered passenger cars or 
components. 

Penalties for sale or possession for sale, 
§55-5-109. 

Obliteration or destruction. 
Assignment of new numbers, §55-3-116. 


1044 


MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 

Identification numbers —Cont’d 
Records. 

Requirements, §55-5-108. 
Requirements, §55-5-106. 
Sales. 

Requirements, §55-5-106. 

Ignition interlock devices. 
Compliance-based removal, §55-10-425. 
Confidentiality of information about 

program participants, §55-10-423. 
Order for installation and use, §55-10-417. 
Tampering with, §55-10-417. 

Immobile motor vehicles. 

Defined, §55-16-103. 
Towing restrictions, §55-16-111. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles generally, 

§§55-16-103 to 55-16-1183. 

Immunity. 

Child passenger restraint systems. 

Installers or inspectors of systems, 

§55-9-602. 
Emergency vehicles. 

Injuries caused to persons fleeing pursuit 

by law enforcement officers. 

Governmental immunity from liability, 

§55-8-108. 
Implements of husbandry. 
Defined, §55-1-108. 
Exception to registration and certificate of 

title provisions, §55-3-101. 

Flashing white or amber lights on escort 

motor vehicle, §55-9-402. 

Lights, §55-9-401. 
Perfection of security interest, §55-3-126. 

Implied consent to breath test for 

alcohol or drug content of blood. 
Test for content, §55-10-406. 

Impounding vehicles. 

Commercial motor vehicle fleets, §55-5-129. 
Notice of impoundment for - 
methamphetamine manufacture, 

§55-3-210. 

Imputed liability. 

Learners’ permits. 

Accompanying drivers, §55-50-311. 
License applications, §55-50-312. 

Injunctions. 

Financing sales of motor vehicles. 

Proceedings to restrain violations, 

§55-13-105. 
Sales licenses. 

Violations of provisions, §55-17-117, 

Inspections. 

Antique vehicles. 
Exemption from inspection requirements, 
§55-4-130. 
Entry into shopping center or office park 

premises, §55-10-316. 

Insurance. 

Car sharing program insurance coverage, 

§§55-12-301 to 55-12-311. 
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Insurance companies. 
Salvage vehicles, nonrepairable vehicles or 
flood vehicles. 

Application for salvage title or 
nonrepairable vehicle certificate on 
acquiring ownership, §55-3-209. 

Joyriding, §55-5-104. 
Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 

55-4-221. 

Special plates generally, §§55-4-201 to 
55-4-387. 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 

55-10-711. 

Construction of part, §55-10-707. 
Data search. 

Determination of offender status, 
§55-10-708. 

Denial of driving privileges. 

Authorized, §55-10-701. 

Court denial, §55-10-702. 

Data search of applicants for removal, 
§55-10-708. 

Department of safety, §55-10-702. 

Reinstatement of privileges, 
§55-10-702. 
Duration, §55-10-701. 
Eligibility for license, §55-10-706. 
Driver safety or alcohol education 
programs, §55-10-706. 

Expiration of denial period, §55-10-706. 

Grounds, §55-10-701. — 

Withdrawal of order, §55-10-701. 

Driver safety or alcohol education 
programs, §55-10-703. 
Eligibility for driver’s license, 

§55-10-703. 
Drivers’ licenses. 

Confiscation, §55-10-704. 

Restricted license, §55-10-705. 

Data search for applicants, §55-10-708. 
Pamphlets. 

School and driver’s license examination 

manuals. 
Placing of part in, §55-10-710. 
Penalties. 
Penalty supplemental, §55-10-707. 
Provisions of part. 

Placement in pamphlet for schools in 
driver’s license examination manuals, 
§55-10-710. 

Records. 

Expunction, §55-10-711. 

Inspection, §55-10-709. 

Suspension of driving privileges. 

Delinquency or conviction requiring 
school suspension or expulsion. 

Surrender of license and suspension of 
drivers’ license until 18 or for 2 
years, §55-50-512. 

Department of safety, §55-10-702. 

Reinstatement of privileges, 
§55-10-702. 

Duration, §55-10-702. 
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Leases. 

Neglect to return, §55-5-104. 
Recreational vehicles. 

Carbon monoxide detectors required, 
§55-9-218. 

Sales, leases or transfers of vehicles. 

Requirement of safety belts, §55-9-601. 

Salvage title or nonrepairable vehicle 
certificate of title. 

Lessor to apply where leased incurs 
damage requiring titling as, 
§55-3-209. 

Warranties. 

Commencement of actions against lessors, 
§55-24-111. 

Definitions, §55-24-104. 

Lessee, §55-24-101. 

Lessee. 

Defined, §55-24-101. 

Refunds, §55-24-104. 

Leaving the scene of an accident. 
Damage to vehicle involved, §55-10-102. 
Death or personal injury involved, 

§55-10-101. 

Left side of roadway. 

Limitations on driving on, §§55-8-117, 
55-8-119, 55-8-120. 

Lemon law. 

Warranties, §§55-24-101 to 55-24-112. 

Length. 

Buses, §55-7-204. 
Publicly owned transit systems. 
Exception as to, §55-7-207. 
Cotton modules. 

Maximum length. 

Vehicles transporting, §55-7-115. 
Maximum length, §55-7-201. 

Buses, §55-7-204. 

Publicly owned transit systems. 
Exception as to, §55-7-207. 

Twin trailer trucks, §55-7-208. 

Vehicles transporting seed cotton 
modules, §55-7-115. 

Permits. 

Special permits. 

Cotton modules, §55-7-205. 

Licenses. 

Commercial drivers’ licenses, §§55-50-401 to 
55-50-414. 

Drivers’ licenses, §§55-50-101 to 55-50-9183. 

Driver training schools, §§55-19-101 to 
55-19-112. 

Operators’ and chauffeurs’ licenses, 
$§55-50-101 to 55-50-9138. 

Sales licenses, §§55-17-101 to 55-17-128. 

Liens. 

Certificates of title. 
Assignment by person holding lien. 
Notation of lien, §55-3-124. 

Discharge of lien. 

Failure to deliver certificate of title to 
person entitled thereto, §55-3-127. 
Failure to report, §55-3-127. 


INDEX 


MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Liens —Cont’d 
Certificates of title —Cont’d 
Fee for noting new liens or 
encumbrances, §55-6-101. 
Filing request for notation. 
Constructive notice of lien, §§55-3-125, 
55-3-126. 
Multiple vehicle len assignments, 
§55-3-124. 
Noted on certificates of title, §55-3-123. 
Temporary liens, §55-3-126. 
Limitation of actions. 
Warranties, §55-24-107. 
Log trucks. 
Electronic logging regulation, enforcement. 


State funds to enforce, barring, §55-7-118. 


Lighting requirements. 

Intrastate transport of logs, §55-9-405. 

Securing of load. 

Improper securing of load. 
Penalty, §55-7-108. 
Requirement, §55-7-107. 

Low speed vehicles. 

Defined, §55-1-122. 

Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Rules of the road, §55-8-101. 

Drivers’ license required, §55-8-191. 

Operation, §55-8-191. 

Prohibitions, §55-8-191. 

Lubricating oil. 

Sale of motor fuel and lubricating oil, 

§§55-15-101 to 55-15-104. 
Mail order business. 

Registration and licensing by mail order, 

§55-4-105. 
Manufacturers. . 

Defined, §§55-1-114, 55-8-101. 

Funds held in trust by dealers, distributors 
and manufacturers, §§55-27-101 to 
55-27-106. 

Identification numbers. 

Installation, §55-5-107. 

Notice of recall and availability of repair 

options. 
Coordination with original equipment 
manufacturers, §55-2-115. 
Place of business. 
Defined, §55-1-115. 
Registration. 
Fees, §55-4-117. 

Safety belts. 

Liability concerning products, §55-9-605. 

Warranties. 

Notice to manufacturer, §55-24-105. 
Medical information system. 

Yellow dot motor vehicle medical 
information program, §§55-20-301 to 
55-20-309. 

Medical waste. 

Unattended motor vehicles containing 

medical waste, §55-8-162. 
Medium speed vehicles. 
Driver’s license required, §55-8-191. 
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Medium speed vehicles —Cont’d 
Motor vehicle registration, §55-4-136. 
Operation, §55-8-191. 
Prohibitions, §55-8-191. 
Memorial plates. 
Special plates generally, §§55-4-201 to 
55-4-387. 
Mentally ill. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Persons ineligible for license, §55-50-303. 
Methamphetamine. 
Driving while in possession of, §55-50-506. 
Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
vehicle offenses void, §55-10-307. 
Notice of impoundment for 
methamphetamine manufacture, 
§55-3-210. 
Military affairs. 
Registration of vehicles. 
Owners serving full-time in the military, 
§55-4-135. 
Minors. 
Computing negligence of child to parent, 
etc., §55-50-312. 
Convictions. 
Parental notification, §55-50-311. 
Drivers’ licenses, $55-50-312. 
Application requirements, §55-50-312. 
Assumption of obligations by adults, 
§55-50-312. 
Cancellation at request of person signing 
application, §55-50-312. 
Contents, §55-50-334. 
Insurance or proof of financial 
responsibility, §55-50-312. 
Intermediate license, §55-50-311. 
Learners’ permits, §55-50-311. 
Liability for property damage and 
personal injury as result of minors 
actions, §55-50-311. 
Motor driven cycle or motorized bicycle. 
Special restricted license or permit to 
operate, §55-50-312. 
Nonparent entities permitted to sign 
application, §55-50-312. 
Permitting unauthorized minors to drive, 
§55-50-504. 
Persons not eligible for license, 
§55-50-303. 
Photograph of licensee under twenty-one, 
§55-50-334. 
Photo identification license, §55-50-336. 
Restricted licenses, §55-50-312. 
School withdrawal or failure to maintain 
satisfactory academic progress. 
Revocation for withdrawal, 
§§55-50-508, 55-50-509. 
Suspension, §55-50-502. 
Juvenile offenders, §§55-10-701 to 
55-10-711. 
Motor driven cycles. 
Special restricted license or permit, 
§55-50-312. 


” 
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Minors —Cont’d 
Motorized bicycles. 
Special restricted license or permit, 
§55-50-312. 
Off-highway vehicles. 
Child safety, §55-52-202. 
Child safety in operation of off-highway 
vehicles, §55-52-201. 
Safety belts. 
Required use, §55-9-603. 
Unattended children in motor vehicles, 
§§55-10-801 to 55-10-804. 
Misdemeanors, §55-5-120. 
Accidents. 
Accidents involving damage to vehicle. 
Failure to stop, §55-10-102. 
Leaving the scene of an accident. 
Death or personal injury involved, 
§55-10-101. 
Failure to stop at scene, §55-10-102. 
Reports. 
Failure to report, §55-10-111. 
False reports, §55-10-110. 
Prohibited uses, §55-10-108. 
Violations generally, §55-10-301. 
Airbags. 
Counterfeit components, §55-9-108. 
Defeating warning systems, §55-9-108. 
Bells, sirens or exhaust whistles on 
emergency vehicles. 
Failure to equip emergency vehicles with, 
§55-9-201. 
Bicycles. 
Sidewalks. 
Parking on sidewalks, §55-8-160. 
Brakes. 
Inadequate performance ability of brakes, 
§55-9-205. 
Violation of minimum standards for brake 
fluid, §55-9-213. 
Bridges. 
Parking. 
Stopping, standing or parking on 
bridge, §55-8-160. 
Vehicles crossing bridges, §55-8-156. 
Bumpers or other energy absorption 
system. 
Violation of requirement, §55-9-215. 
Bumper stickers. 
Obscene or patently offensive window 
signs, §55-8-187. 
Cancellation of traffic citation. 
Illegal cancellation, §55-10-204. 
Certificates of title. 
Failure to endorse or deliver certificate, 
§55-3-127. 
Fraudulent statements in applications, 
§55-5-113. 
Improper use of evidences of registration, 
§55-5-115. 
Liens. 
Discharge of lien. 
Failure to deliver certificate of title to 
person entitled thereto, 
§55-3-127. 
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Misdemeanors —Cont’d 
Certificates of title —Cont’d 

Liens —Cont’d 

Discharge of lien —Cont’d 

Failure to report, §55-3-127. 

Sales or use tax provisions. 

Violations, §55-3-109. 

Violation of sales and use tax provisions, 
§55-3-109. 

Child passenger restraint systems. 

Violations of requirement, §55-9-602. 

Citations. 

Traffic citations in lieu of arrest, 

§55-10-207. 
Coasting, §55-8-167. 
Commercial driver training schools. 

Acting as instructor without license, 
§55-19-111. 

Operation without license, §55-19-111. 

Controlled-access roads. 
Driving onto or from, §55-8-126. 
Restrictions on use, §55-8-127. 
Crossing fire hose, §55-8-169. 
Deaf persons. 

Decals or placards for deaf drivers. 

Use by other persons, §55-21-112. 

Dealers. 

Secondhand automobile tires and 
accessories. 

Failure to keep records, §55-14-107. 

Disabled drivers. 

Parking. 

Unauthorized parking in spaces 
designated for disabled, 
§55-21-108. 

Unauthorized use of certificate of 
identification for disabled veterans, 
etc., §55-21-106. 

Unauthorized use of disabled placard, 
§55-21-108. 

Discharging passengers. 
Violations of provisions, §55-8-151. 
Disclosure of personal information in 
connection with motor vehicle records. 

False representation or false statement 

by persons requesting, §55-25-112. 
Dismantling vehicles. 

Noncompliance with requirements 
regarding purchase of vehicles, 
§55-3-203. 

Drag racing, §55-10-502. 
Drivers’ licenses, §55-50-601. 

Carrying and exhibiting license. 

Violations of provisions, §55-50-351. 

Conditional licenses. 

Operation of vehicle in violation of 
conditions, §55-50-331. 

Driving while license canceled, suspended 
or revoked, §55-50-504. 

Learner’s permits. 

Operation of vehicle while using mobile 
telephone, §55-50-311. 

Unlawful use, §55-50-601. 
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Misdemeanors —Cont’d 
Drivers’ licenses —Cont’d 

Violations of provisions for which 
punishment has not been specified, 
§55-50-603. 

Violations of provisions generally, 
§55-50-603. 

Driver training schools. 

Operation of school or acting as instructor 

without license, §55-19-111. 
Driveways. 

Stopping, standing or parking in front of 
driveway, §55-8-160. 

Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§55-50-408. 

Underage driving while impaired, 
§55-10-415. 

Persons 18 or over but under 21, 
§55-10-415. 
Persons under 18, §55-10-415. 

Violations generally, §55-10-301. 

Due care. 
Failure of drivers to exercise, $55-8-136. 
Equipment. 
Violations generally, §55-10-301. 
Excessive noise from motor vehicle, 
§55-8-193. 
Financial responsibility. 

Nonresident driving while license 
canceled, suspended or revoked, 
§55-12-131. 

Surrender of license or registration upon 
suspension, revocation or 
cancellation. 

Failure to surrender, §55-12-127. 

Transfer of registration to avoid law, 
§55-12-130. 

Violations generally, §55-12-135. 

Financing sale of motor vehicles. 

Violations of provisions, §55-13-106. 

Fire hydrants. 

Stopping, standing or parking within 

certain distance, §55-8-160. 
Following fire apparatus, §55-8-168. 
Following too closely, §55-8-124. 
Hit and run driving. 

Stopping at scene of accident. 

Failure of driver to stop at scene, 
§§55-10-101, 55-10-102. 
Hitchhiking, §55-8-139. 
Identification numbers. 

Buying, disposing of or possessing vehicle 
lacking number, §55-5-111. 

Records. 

Failure to keep, §55-5-108. 

Sale or possession for sale of 
nonnumbered passenger cars or 
components, §55-5-109. 

Intersections. 

Stopping, standing or parking within 
intersection, §55-8-160. 

Unlawful turning on curve or crest of 
grade, §55-8-141. 
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Laned roadways. 
Driving on roadways laned for traffic, 
§55-8-123. 
Lights. 
Blue flashing emergency lights, 
§55-9-414. 
Headlamps on motorcycles, §55-9-403. 
Headlights. 

Inspection of lamps emitting glare. 
Refusal or failure to submit to 
inspection, §55-9-410. 

Horse-drawn vehicles, §55-9-401. 
In operation during inclement weather, 
§55-9-406. 
Lack of lamp at end of convoy of vehicles, 
§55-9-404. 
Lamps or spotlights facing backwards, 
§55-9-415. 
Operation of vehicle with, §55-9-415. 
Vehicles other than firefighting vehicles. 
Displaying flashing red light on, 
§55-9-402. 
Vehicles other than motor vehicles. 
Lack of visibility distance of lights, 


§55-9-401. 

Violations of requirements, §55-9-402. 
Log truck. 

Improper securing of load, §55-7-108. 
Methamphetamine. 

Driving while in possession of, 

§55-50-506. 

Motor fuel and lubricating oils. 


Sale. 

Violations of provisions, §55-15-104. 
Moving motor vehicle located on private 
property, §§55-5-122, 55-5-123. 

Mufflers. 
Improper maintenance of muffler, 
§55-9-202. 
Off-highway vehicles. 
Operation on certain highway, §$55-8-185. 
Open bed trucks. 
Restrictions on loose material. 
Violations of provisions, §55-7-109. 
Overweight vehicles. 
Operation of vehicle beyond weight 
restrictions, §55-5-114. 
Parking. 
Prohibited in specified places, §55-8-160. 
Passengers. 
Obstruction of driver’s view of driving 
mechanism, §55-8-165. 
Pedestrian crosswalks. 
Stopping, standing or parking in 
crosswalks, §55-8-160. 
Pedestrians. 
Walking on roadways. 
When sidewalk provided, §55-8-138. 
Racing, insurance of general public. 
Violation of requirement, §55-22-104. 
Railroad grade crossings. 
Failure of certain vehicles to stop, 
§55-8-147. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Misdemeanors —Cont’d 


Railroad grade crossings —Cont’d 

Failure to obey signal indicating 

approach of train, §55-8-146. 

Failure to stop at certain crossings, 

§55-8-146. 
Stopping, standing or parking within 
fifteen feet, §55-8-160. 

Rearview mirrors. 

Operating truck without, §55-9-207. 
Reckless driving, §55-10-205. 
Registration. 

Certificates of registration. 

Failure to sign, carry or display, 

§55-4-108. 

County clerks. 

Delinquency in duties, §55-6-105. 
Driving or moving unregistered vehicle 

upon highway, §55-3-102. 
Exception, §55-3-102. 
Evidences of registration improperly 
used, §55-5-115. 

Failure to display plates, §55-5-114. 

Fraudulent statements in applications, 
§55-5-N3. 

Operating motor vehicle on expired 
operator’s permit, §55-4-115. 

Passenger motor vehicles. 

Failure to pay additional fees, 

§55-4-112. 

Penalty for misdemeanors, §55-5-120. 

Removal of registration decal or plate. 

Unlawful removal, §55-4-129. 
Renewal. 

Locations for obtaining renewal, 

§55-4-105. 

Stolen plates. 

Use of, §55-5-126. 

Unlawful removal of registration decal or 

plate, §55-4-129. 

Requiring or permitting employee to 
operate any vehicle contrary to law, 
§55-10-202. 

Rules of the road. 

Obedience to police officers, §55-8-104. 

School or church bus. 

Failure to stop for, §55-8-151. 
Violations, §§55-8-103, 55-10-301. 
Youth bus. 

Failure to stop for, §55-8-151. 

Safety belts. 

Child passenger restraint systems. 

Violations of requirement, §55-9-602. 
Operation of passenger vehicles. 

Violation of requirement, §55-9-603. 
Sales, leases or transfers of vehicles. 

Violations of requirement, §55-9-601. 

Safety belt violations, §55-9-603. 

Sales licenses. 

Violations of provisions, §55-17-117. 
School buses. 

Failure to stop for, §55-8-151. 


Secondhand automobile tires and 
accessories. 

Dealers. 

Records. 
Failure to keep, §55-14-107. 
Violations of provisions, §55-14-103. 
Sidewalks. 

Stopping, standing or parking on 

sidewalk, §55-8-160. 
Signal lights. 

Stopping, standing or parking within 
thirty feet of traffic-control signals, 
§55-8-160. 

Signs. 
Window signs. 
Obscene or patently offensive window 
signs, §55-8-187. 
Size. 
Violations of restrictions, §55-7-206. 
Speed. 
Maximum speed. 
Motor-driven cycles, §55-8-155. 
Violations, §55-8-152. 
Minimum speed. 
Violations, §55-8-154. 
Speed zone violations, §55-8-153. 
Standing. 
Prohibited in specified places, §55-8-160. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 
Stopping. 
Prohibited in specified places, §55-8-160. 
Stop signs. 
Failure to obey, §55-8-149. 
Supplemental restraint systems or airbags. 
Counterfeit components, §55-9-108. 
Defeating warning systems, §55-9-108. 
Suspension. 

Altitude from ground level of passenger 
cars. 

Alteration prohibited, §55-9-215. 
Tailgating, §55-8-124. 
Television in motor vehicle, §55-9-105. 
Theft. 

Chauffeur using automobile without 
owner’s consent, §55-5-105. 

Reports of theft and recovery. 

Violations of requirements, §§55-5-101, 
55-5-102. 
Traffic-control signals. 

Display or sale of unauthorized signals, 
§55-8-113. 

Failure to obey, §55-8-109. 

Stopping, standing or parking within 
thirty feet of signals, §55-8-160. 

Unlawful possession, §55-8-184. 

Trailers. ! 

Length of combinations. 

Maximum length restrictions, 
§55-7-201. 

Safety chains for trailers. 

Failure to comply with provisions, 
§55-7-114. 
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Truck beds. 
Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 
Trucks. 
Lack of mudguards on trucks, §55-9-212. 
Truck tractors and trailers. 
Lack of lighting devices and deflectors on 
vehicles, §55-9-405. 
Unattended children in motor vehicles, 
§55-10-803. 
Unattended motor vehicles containing 
medical or hazardous waste, §55-8-162. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles. 
Notification to law enforcement prior to 
towing if owner not present, 
violation, §55-16-105. 
Underage driving while impaired, 
§55-10-415. 
Veterans. 
Parking. 
Disabled veterans. 
Unauthorized parking in spaces for, 
§55-21-108. 
Weight. 
Arrest of violators. 
Violations of provisions, §55-7-105. 
Maximum weight. 
Lowering. 
Violations of regulations, §55-7-104. 
Violations of restrictions, §55-7-206. 
Wheel surfaces. 
Violations of regulations governing, 
§55-7-104. 
Window signs. 
Obscene or patently offensive window 
signs, §55-8-187. 
Windshields. 
Unlawful tinting, reflecting or sun screen 
materials on windows, §55-9-107. 
Windshield wipers. 
Failure to equip vehicle, §55-9-203. 
Mobile telephones. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Learner’s permits. 
Operation of vehicle while using mobile 
telephone, §55-50-311. 
Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 
Mobility dealers. 
Automotive mobility dealers, §§55-17-301 to 
55-17-3083. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety, 
§§55-51-101 to 55-51-107. 
Motor fuel. 
Sale of motor fuel and lubricating oil. 
Sign or placard stating price of each 
product sold. 
Posting required, §55-15-101. 
Sales to be at prices shown on sign or 
placard, §55-15-102. 
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Motor fuel —Cont’d 

Sale of motor fuel and lubricating oil 

—Cont’d 
Sign or placard stating price of each 
product sold —Cont’d 

Vehicles included in term motor vehicle, 
§55-15-103. 

Violations of provisions. 

Penalty, §55-15-104. 
Mountain highways. 
Driving on, §55-8-166. 
Movies. 
Obscene or patently offensive movies. 
Display visible to other drivers, 
§55-8-187. 
Mufflers, §55-9-202. 

Cutouts. 

Prohibited, §55-9-202. 
Municipal corporations. 

Enforcement within municipalities, 
§55-10-308. 

Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 

Speed limits. 

Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Traffic violation conviction fee, §55-10-315. 

Voidness of ordinances regulating certain 
state offenses, §55-10-307. 

Neglect to return vehicle hired, leased or 
rented, §55-5-104. 
Noise. 

Excessive noise from amplification system, 

§55-8-193. 
Nonrepairable vehicles. 
Certificates of title. 
Disclosure on certificate of title, 
§55-3-209. 
Issuance of nonrepairable vehicle 
certificate, §55-3-209. 
Defined, §55-3-201. 
Nonresidents. 
Defined, §55-1-113. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Defined, §55-50-102. 
Deposit of license in lieu of bail. 

Notice to nonresident driver’s state, 
§55-50-803. 

Exemptions from licensing, §55-50-304. 
Reciprocal agreements relating to arrest 
of nonresidents, §§55-50-701 to 

55-50-705. 
Surrender of licenses, §55-50-705. 

Temporary driving permit, §55-50-705. 

Financial responsibility. 

Certificate of insurance as proof of 
financial responsibility, §55-12-121. 
Convictions. 

Suspension or revocation for failure to 
file proof of financial responsibility 
following conviction. 

Duration, §55-12-117. 
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Nonresidents —Cont’d 
Financial responsibility —Cont’d 


Driving while license canceled, suspended 


or revoked, §55-12-131. 
Service of process. 
Certificate of insurance by nonresident 
as proof of financial responsibility. 
Agreement to accept service of 
process on commissioner, 
§55-12-121. 
Suspension or revocation of operating 
privileges. 
Report, §55-12-109. 
Registration. 
Exemption from registration, §55-4-120. 
Limited registration required when 
transporting for hire, §55-4-120. 
Reciprocal agreements, §55-4-121. 
Suspension or revocation of permits. 
Grounds, §55-5-117. 
Return of evidences of registration by 
owner, §55-5-119. 
Notice. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Commercial drivers’ licenses. 
Notification by employer, $55-50-402. 
Suspension, §55-50-505. 
Handicapped drivers. 
Refueling service for disabled drivers. 
Notice to disabled person or veteran, 
§55-21-209. 
Notice to station or facility operator, 
§55-21-208. 
Posting of notice, §55-21-203. 
Recalls. 
Notice of recall and availability of repair 
options. 
Coordination with original equipment 
manufacturers, §55-2-115. 
Registration. 

Change of address, §55-4-131. 

Seized or repossessed motor vehicles. 

Notice to sheriff or police department, 

§55-5-128. 
Warranties. 
Notice to manufacturer, §55-24-105. 
Obscenity. 
Bumper stickers, window signs, etc. 
Prohibited acts, §55-8-187. 
Odometers. 
Defined, §55-1-121. 
Funds. 
Use in reduction of odometer tampering 
and fraud, §55-2-112. 
Off-highway vehicles. 
Certificate of title. 

Applicability of provisions, §55-3-101. 
Child safety, §§55-52-201, 55-52-202. 
Prohibited acts, §55-10-206. 

Unpaved streets, operation on, §55-8-185. 
Use of off-highway vehicles on highways, 
§55-8-185. 
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Office parks. 

Law enforcement officer’s entry into park 
premises for inspection purposes, 
§55-10-316. 

Open container law, §55-10-416. 
Operators and chauffeurs. 

Drivers’ licenses, §§55-50-101 to 55-50-913. 
Ordinances. 

Enforcement of traffic laws. 

Privately owned estates, §55-10-317. 

Traffic violation conviction fee. 

Levy by ordinance, §55-10-315. 
Passenger contract carrier safety act, 

§§55-20-201 to 55-20-204. 
Passengers. 

Child passenger restraint systems, 
§55-9-602. 

Programs to increase compliance, 
§55-9-610. 

Motorcycles, §55-8-164. 

Obstruction of driver’s view of driving 
mechanism, §55-8-165. 

Safety belts. 

Child passenger restraint systems, 
§55-9-602. 
Programs to increase compliance, 
§55-9-610. 
Failure to wear belts. 
Operator not to be fined for, §55-9-606. 
Peer-to-peer car sharing. 

Insurance. 

Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§§55-12-301 to 55-12-311. 
Perjury. 

Financial responsibility. 

False statement to commissioner, 
§55-12-135. 
Personal delivery devices. 

Defined, §55-8-101. 

Operators. 

Definition of personal delivery device 
operator, §55-8-101. 
Use and operation, regulation, §55-8-209. 
Personal information. 

Disclosure of information in connection with 
motor vehicle records, §§55-25-101 to 
55-25-112. 

Pickup trucks. 
Transporting child in truck bed, §55-8-189. 
Platoon, vehicles operating as part of. 
Certificates of registration. 
Carrying in vehicle or on driver’s person, 
§55-4-108. 
Points. 
Assignment of point values, §55-50-505. 
Police and other law enforcement 
officers. 

Emergency vehicle statute, §55-8-108. 

Enforcement of traffic laws on privately 
owned estates, §55-10-317. 

Entry into shopping center or office park 
premises for inspection purposes, 
§55-10-316. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Police and other law enforcement 
officers —Cont’d 
Lights. 
Blue flashing emergency lights. 
Exception to prohibition, $55-9-414. 
Required obedience to police officers, 
§55-8-104. 
Presumptions. 
Ownership of vehicle. 
Prima facie evidence, §§55-10-311, 
55-10-312. 
Tests for alcoholic or drug content of blood. 
Presumption of impairment, §55-10-411. 
Warranties, §55-24-105. 
Prison terms. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Commercial drivers’ licenses. 
Limitation on number. 
Violation, §55-50-405. 
Notification required by employees. 
Violations, §55-50-405. 
Violations of licensure requirements, 
§55-50-405. 
Sales licenses. 
Violations of provisions, §55-17-117. 
Privacy of motor vehicle records. 
Disclosure of information in connection with 
motor vehicle records. 
Generally, §§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 
Private property. 
Moving motor vehicle located on private 
property. 
Abandoned and junked vehicle laws 
unaffected, §55-5-125. 
Damages. 
Treble damages, §55-5-124. 
Exceptions, §55-5-122. 
Penalty, §55-5-123. 
Prohibited, §55-5-122. 
Privileged communications. 
Accident report privileged, §55-12-128. 
Pursuit. 
Authorized emergency vehicles. 
Injury to person fleeing pursuit by law 
enforcement officers. 
Governmental immunity from liability 
for, §55-8-108. 
Privileges, §55-8-108. 
Quo warranto. 
Financing sales of motor vehicles. 
Proceedings to restrain violations, 
§55-13-105. 
Racing. 
County regulatory authority, §55-22-102. 
Insurance of general public, §55-22-101. 
Violation of requirement, §55-22-104. 
Licenses. 
Fees, §55-22-102. 
Promoters, release from liability by 
participants. 
Practice approval, §55-22-103. 
Times when races may be held, §55-22-105. 
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Racing —Cont’d 
Tourist resort counties. 
When permitted, §55-22-105. 
Rebuilt motor vehicles. 
Certificates of title. 

Applications for rebuilt certificates 
supported by salvage title, §55-3-205. 

Definitions, §55-3-201. 

Disclosure on certificate that vehicle 
rebuilt, §55-3-209. 

Fee for conversion of vehicle salvage 
document to rebuilt title, §55-3-206. 

Fee for rebuilt certificate supported by 
salvage title, §55-3-205. 

Inspection of vehicle prior to issuance of 
rebuilt certificate, §55-3-206. 

Out-of-state constructed vehicles. 

Applicability of provisions, §55-3-207. 
Recall and disclosure law, §§55-29-101 to 

55-29-106. 

Citation of provisions, §55-29-101. 

Compensation of dealers for recall repairs, 
§55-29-104. 

Definitions, §55-29-102. 

Disclosure form, §55-29-103. 

Do-not-drive recalls. 

Compensation for recall repairs, 
§55-29-104. 

Requirements for sale, §55-29-103. 
Inapplicability of provisions, §55-29-105. 
Manufacturer’s safety recall, vehicle subject 

to. 

Requirements for sale, §55-29-103. 
Noncompliance with provisions, §55-29-106. 
Nonrepairable or salvage vehicles. 

Inapplicability of provisions, §55-29-105. 
Notice of recall and availability of repair 

options. 

Coordination with original equipment 
manufacturers, §55-2-115. 

Recall database report required prior to 
sale of used motor vehicle, §55-29-103. 
Stop-sale orders. 

Compensation for recall repairs, 
§55-29-104. 

Requirements for sale, §55-29-103. 

Title of provisions, §55-29-101. 

Value of used vehicle, §55-29-104. 

Violation for noncompliance, §55-29-106. 
Reciprocity. 

Disabled drivers. 

Parking privileges. 

Reciprocal agreements with other 
states, §55-21-105. 
Drivers’ licenses. 

Reciprocal agreements relating to arrest 
of nonresidents, §§55-50-701 to 
55-50-705. 

Registration. 

Reciprocal agreements concerning 

nonresidents, §55-4-121. 


= 
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Reckless driving, §55-10-205. 
Schools. 

Special speed limits. 

Exceeding while school in session. 

Prima facie guilty, §55-8-152. 
Reconstructed vehicles. 
Certificates of title. 
Application for certificate of title, 
§55-3-104. 
Defined, §55-1-106. 
Records. 
Disclosures of information in connection 
with motor vehicle records, §§55-25-101 

to 55-25-112. 

Civil, criminal, administrative or arbitral 
proceedings. 

Disclosures of personal information, 
§55-25-107. 

Consent to disclose personal information, 
§55-25-106. 

Definitions, §55-25-103. 

Express consent. 

Conditioning individual’s access to 
record to giving express consent, 
§55-25-107. 

When required, §55-25-107. 

False statements by requesting party, 
§55-25-112. 

Federal drivers privacy protection act of 
1994. 

Purposes of chapter to implement, 
§55-25-102. 

Governmental agencies, courts or law 
enforcement agencies. 

Disclosure of personal information to, 
§55-25-107. 

Highly restricted personal information. 

Defined, §55-25-103. 

Prohibited disclosures, §55-25-107. 

Identity of requesting party. 

Ascertainment, §55-25-109. 

Misrepresentation or false statement, 
§55-25-112. 

Mailing requests for information not 
subject to disclosure to individual, 
§55-25-107. 

Misrepresentation of identity by 
requesting party, §55-25-112. 

Notice to owners of towed or impounded 
vehicle. 

Disclosures of personal information, 
§55-25-107. 

Permitted disclosures of personal 
information, §§55-25-105, 55-25-107. 

Personal information. 

Consent to disclose, §55-25-106. 

Defined, §55-25-103. 

Disclosure prohibited, §55-25-104. 

Disclosures permitted, §§55-25-105, 
55-25-107. 

Identity of person requesting, 
ascertainment, §55-25-109. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Records —Cont’d 

Disclosures of information in connection 
with motor vehicle records —Cont’d 

Personal information —Cont’d 

Reselling or redisclosing by authorized 
recipient, §55-25-107. 
Selective service system, §55-25-105. 

Private investigative agency or license 
security service. 

Disclosures of personal information to, 
§55-25-107. 

Prohibited disclosure of personal 
information, §55-25-104. 

Purposes of chapter, §55-25-102. 

Research activities. 

Disclosure of personal information, 
§55-25-107. 

Reselling or redisclosing personal 
information by authorized recipient, 
§55-25-107. 

Rules and regulations, §55-25-111. 

Safety, environmental and federal 
compliance purposes. 

Disclosures of personal information for, 
§§55-25-105, 55-25-107. 
Selective service system. 
Disclosures of personal information, 
§55-25-105. 
Short title, §55-25-101. 
Surveys, marketing or solicitations. 
Disclosure of personal information, 
§55-25-107. 

Theft of motor vehicles, §55-25-107. 

Uniform motor vehicle records disclosure 
act. 

Short title, §55-25-101. 

Dismantling vehicles. 

Dismantler and recycler or scrap metal 
processor, §55-3-203. 

Drivers’ licenses. 

Commercial drivers’ licenses. 
Furnishing records of drivers by 
department, §55-50-409. 

Safety department, §55-50-204. 

Juvenile offenders. 

Expunction, §55-10-711. 

Inspection, §55-10-709. 

Recreational vehicles. 

Carbon monoxide detectors. 

Lease or rental RVs to have detectors, 
§55-9-218. 

Drivers’ licenses. 

Defined, §55-50-102. 

Sales licenses, §§55-17-401 to 55-17-419. 

Recycling vehicles. 

Criminal penalty for noncompliance with 
requirements regarding purchase of 
vehicles, §55-3-2038. 

License fee for dismantlers and recyclers, 
§55-3-203. 

Purchase of older vehicle without obtaining 
title, conditions, §55-3-203. 
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Recycling vehicles —Cont’d 
Records to be kept by dismantler and 
recycler or scrap metal processor, 
§55-3-203. 
Reporting required on purchases, §55-3-203. 
Red light cameras. 
Automated license plate recognition system. 
Limitation on storage of data, §55-10-302. 
Traffic law enforcement by camera, 
§55-8-198. 
Rental vehicles. 
Disabled drivers. 
Placards, §55-21-103. 
Recreational vehicles. 

Carbon monoxide detectors required, 

§55-9-218. 
Rented vehicles. 
Parking. 
Responsibility for illegal parking, 
§55-8-186. 
Repairs. 
Lemon law, §§55-24-101 to 55-24-112. 
Loaner vehicles provided while repairs 
ongoing. 

Vicarious liability of dealer not triggered 
by accident caused by driver, 
§§55-10-311, 55-10-312. 

Reports. 
Accidents, §§55-10-107 to 55-10-120. 
Theft, §§55-5-101 to 55-5-103. 
Warranties. 
Nonconforming vehicles, §55-24-102. 
Repossession. 
Notice to sheriff or police department, 
§55-5-128. 
Rescue squads. 
Registration. 
Certificates of registration. 
Exemption from requirement, 
§55-4-127. 
Plates. 
Exemption from requirement, 
§55-4-127. 
Residential subdivisions. 
Enforcement of traffic laws on privately 
owned estates, §55-10-317. 
Revenue commissioner. 
Administration of provisions, §55-2-101. 
Certificates of title. 
Refusal to issue. 
Review of commissioner’s actions, 
§55-3-113. 
Definition of commissioner, §55-1-111. 
Delegation of authority, §55-2-101. 
Digital formats of documents. 

Authority to require filing, retention, 
submission, etc of documents in 
digital formats, §55-2-114. 

Disabled drivers. 
Definition of commissioner, §55-21-102. 
Engines. 

Change or substitution. 

Rules and regulations governing, 
§55-3-117. 
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Revenue commissioner —Cont’d 
Evidence, certified copies of records, 
§55-2-105. 
Forms. 
Prescribing and providing, §55-2-104. 
Powers and duties, §55-2-103. 
Records. 
Copies, §55-2-105. 
Rules and regulations, §55-2-103. 
Seizure of documents, plates, etc. 
Review of commissioner actions, 
§55-2-108. 
Subordinates. 
Appointment, §55-2-102. 
Synopsis of laws. 
Distributions, §55-2-109. 
Witnesses. 
Summoning witnesses and taking 
testimony, §55-2-110. 
Revenue department. 
Acknowledgments. 
Employees authorized to acknowledge 
signatures, §55-2-105. 
Applications for certificates of registration 
or title. 
Action on, §55-2-107. 
Definition of department, §55-1-111. 
Disabled drivers. 
Definition of department, §55-21-102. 
Fees, §55-6-101. 
Notices. 
Method of giving, §55-2-111. 
Proof by certificate or affidavit, §55-2-111. 
Oaths. 
Administration of oaths by employees, 
§55-2-105. 
Seizure of documents and plates, §55-2-108. 
Special investigations section. 
Police powers of employees, §55-2-102. 
Theft. 
List of vehicles reported stolen, 
§55-5-103. 
Roof trusses. 
Special requirements for transporting, 
§55-7-209. 
Routes. 
Commercial vehicles. 
Rules establishing, §55-7-112. 
Rules and regulations. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Commercial drivers’ licenses, §55-50-410. 
Commissioner, §55-50-202. 
Equipment. 
Promulgation by commissioner, 
§55-7-112. 
Safety. 
Accidents. 
Generally, §§55-10-101 to 55-10-120. 
Highway safety programs. 
Counties. 
Participation, §55-20-101. 
Governor. 
Local highway safety programs. 
Approval, §55-20-101. 
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Safety —Cont’d 
Highway safety programs —Cont’d 
Governor —Cont’d 
Responsibility for administration, 
§55-20-102. 
Municipal corporations. 
Participation, §55-20-101. 
Medical information system. 

Yellow dot motor vehicle medical 
information program, §§55-20-301 to 
55-20-309. 

Motorcycle rider education and safety, 
§§55-51-101 to 55-51-107. 
Safety belts, §$55-9-601 to 55-9-610. 
Sales. 
Abandoned, immobile or unattended 
vehicles. 

Auction sale of vehicles taken into 
custody, §55-16-106. 

Garagekeeper or towing firm enforcement 
of lien, §55-16-107. 

Sale or disposal to demolishers, 
§55-16-108. 

Annual sales reports, §55-17-125. 
Definitions. 

Financing sale of motor vehicle, 
§55-13-101. 

Licenses, §55-17-102. 

Emissions testing and inspection prior to 
sale of pre-owned vehicles, §55-17-127. 
Financing. 
Actions. 


Suit for damages sustained, §55-13-107. 


Agreements limiting competition. 
Prohibited, §55-13-102. 
Threats. 
Prima facie evidence, §55-13-103. 
Damages. 


Suit for damages sustained, §55-13-107. 


Dealers. 

Defined, §55-13-101. 
Definitions, §55-13-101. 
Discrimination. 

Prohibited, §55-13-104. 
Evidence. 

Threats. 

Prima facie evidence of agreements 
limiting competition, §55-13-108. 

Finance company or agency. 

Defined, §55-13-101. 
Injunctions. 

Proceedings to restrain violations, 

§55-13-105. 

Manufacturers. 

Defined, §55-13-101. 
Misdemeanors. 

Violations of provisions, §55-13-106. 
Monopolies. 

Prohibited acts, §§55-13-102, 55-13-104. 
Persons. 

Defined, §55-13-101. 
Quo warranto. 

Proceedings to restrain violations, 

§55-13-105. 
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Sales —Cont’d 

Financing —Cont’d 

Subsidization. 

Prohibited, §55-13-104. 
Threats. 

Prima facie evidence of agreements 

limiting competition, §55-13-103. 

Violations of provisions. 

Penalty, §55-13-106. 

Proceedings to restrain, §55-13-105. 

Suit for damages sustained, §55-13-107. 
Wholesale distributors. 

Defined, §55-13-101. 

Identification numbers. 

Requirements, §55-5-106. 

Licenses, §§55-17-101 to 55-17-128. 
Agreement to provisions, §55-17-126. 
Appeals. 

Judicial review of commission, 
§55-17-116. 
Uniform administrative procedures act. 
Applicability to judicial review, 
§55-17-122. 
Applications, §55-17-111. 
Auctions. 
Bonds, surety, §55-17-111. 
Definition of automobile auction, 
§55-17-102. 
Farm equipment and machinery. 
Exception to licensing requirement, 
§55-17-120. 
Heavy construction equipment sold at 
auction. 
Exception to licensing requirement, 
§55-17-120. 
License fee, §55-17-112. 
License required, §55-17-109. 
Automotive dismantlers and recyclers. 
Defined, §55-17-102. 
License fee, §§55-3-2038, 55-17-112. 
Licenses required, §55-17-109. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage. 
Statutory construction as to conflicts 
between vehicle manufacturers and 
dealers provisions and car sharing 
provisions, §55-12-311. 
Changes of circumstances. 
Notification of commission, §55-17-113. 
Closed title. 
Defined, §55-17-102. 
Compliance with provisions, §55-17-126. 
Cumulative nature of provisions, 
§55-17-118. 
Dealers. 
Definitions of motor vehicle dealer, 
§55-17-102. 
Labor rate charged customers by 
dealers, §55-17-121. 
License fee, §55-17-112. 
License required, §55-17-109. 
Loaner vehicles provided while repairs 
ongoing. 
Vicarious liability of dealer not 
triggered by accident caused by 
driver, §§55-10-311, 55-10-312. 
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Licenses —Cont’d 


Definitions, §55-17-102. 
Denial. 

Grounds, §55-17-114. 
Distributor branches. 

Defined, §55-17-102. 

License fee, §55-17-112. 

License required, §55-17-109. 

Distributor representatives. 

Defined, §55-17-102. 

License fee, §55-17-112. 

License required, §55-17-109. 

Distributors. 

Defined, §55-17-102. 

License fee, §55-17-112. 

License required, §55-17-109. 

Sale or transfer from manufacturer to 
distributor not unlawful, 
§55-17-124. 

Exemptions from requirement, 

§§55-17-123, 55-17-124. 
Expiration, §55-17-111. 
Factory branches. 

Defined, §55-17-102. 

License fee, §55-17-112. 

License required, §55-17-109. 

Factory representatives. 
Defined, §55-17-102. 
License fee, §55-17-112. 
License required, §55-17-109. 
Fees, §55-17-112. 

Interest and penalties, §55-17-112. 
Fines. 

Violations of provisions, §55-17-117. 
Franchises. 

Defined, §55-17-102. 

License for each franchise required, 
§55-17-110. 

Recreational vehicles, §§55-28-101 to 
55-28-111. 

Hearings. 
Uniform administrative procedures act. 
Applicability, §55-17-122. 
Injunctions. 
Violations of provisions, §55-17-117. 
Leases by producers to employees. 

Exemption from requirement, 
§55-17-128. 

Legislative findings and declaration, 
§55-17-101. 
Locations. 

Change. 

Notification of commission, 
§55-17-113. 

License for each location required, 
§55-17-110. 

License to specify location of business, 
§55-17-113. 

Manufacturers. 

Defined, §55-17-102. 

License fee, §55-17-112. 

License required, §55-17-109. 


MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Sales —Cont’d 
Licenses —Cont’d 

Manufacturers —Cont’d 

Sale or transfer from manufacturer to 

distributor not unlawful, 
§55-17-124. 

Misdemeanors, §55-17-117. 

Motor vehicle commission. 

Appointment of members, §55-17-103. 

Attendance requirement, §55-17-105. 

Automobile auctions, §55-17-102. 

Creation, §55-17-103. 

Defined, §55-17-102. 

Duties, §55-17-107. 

Executive director, §55-17-106. 
Appointment, §55-17-106. 
Disposition of fees and charges, 

§55-17-108. 
Duties, $55-17-106. 
Oath of office, §55-17-106. 

Judicial review of final decision, 

§55-17-116. 

Meetings, §55-17-105. 

Number of members, §55-17-103. 

Oath of office of members, §55-17-104. 

Powers, §55-17-107. 

Qualifications of members, §55-17-103. 

Quorum, §55-17-105. 

Receipts and expenditures, §55-17-119. 

Recreational vehicle sales licenses, 

powers and duties, §55-17-402. 

Residence. 

Official residence of commission, 
§55-17-105. 

Rules and regulations, §55-17-107. 

Seal, §55-17-106. 

Special counsel, §55-17-106. 

Terms of members, §55-17-104. 

Vacancies, §55-17-104. 

Operation of additional business at 
dealer’s established place of business, 
§55-17-128. 

Penalties. 

Violations of provisions, §55-17-117. 

Prison terms. 

Violations of provisions, §55-17-117. 

Recreational vehicle franchises, 
§§55-28-101 to 55-28-111. 

Recreational vehicles, §§55-17-401 to 
55-17-419. 

Requirement. 

Activities for which license is required, 

§55-17-109. 
Exception to licensing requirement, 
§55-17-120. 

Exemptions, §§55-17-123, 55-17-124. 

Farm equipment and machinery. 
Exception to licensing requirement, 

§55-17-120. 
Heavy construction equipment sold at 
auction. 
Exception to licensing requirement, 
§55-17-120. 


Li ol 
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Sales —Cont’d 
Licenses —Cont’d 
Requirement —Cont’d 
Nonrepairable or salvage vehicles. 
Exception to licensing requirement, 
§55-17-120. 
Revocation. 
Grounds, §55-17-114. 
Salespersons. 
Change of employment. 
Fee for endorsement of change of 
employer, §55-17-112. 
Submission of license to commission 
for endorsement, §55-17-111. 
Definition of motor vehicle salesperson, 
§55-17-102. 
Employment, §55-17-110. 
License fee, §55-17-112. 
License required, §55-17-109. 
Suspension. 
Grounds, §55-17-114. 
Venue. 
Actions involving manufacturers and 
dealers, §55-17-115. 
Violations of provisions. 
Injunctions, §55-17-117. 
Penalties, §55-17-117. 
Wholesalers. 
Defined, §55-17-102. 
Wrecked or dismantled vehicles. 


Dealer’s license not required, §55-3-204. 


Operation of additional business at dealer’s 
established place of business, 
§55-17-128. 

Pre-owned vehicles. 

Emissions testing and inspection prior to 
sale, §55-17-127. 

Safety belts. 

Requirement of safety belts, §55-9-601. 

Wrecked or dismantled vehicles. 

Dealer’s license not required, §55-3-204. 
Salvage vehicles. 
Certificates of title. 
Application of salvage title, §55-3-209. 
Disclosure on certificate that vehicle 
salvage vehicle, §55-3-209. 
Defined, §55-3-201. 
Schools and education. 

Motorcycle rider education and safety, 
§§55-51-101 to 55-51-107. 

Speed limits. 

Reckless driving. 
Exceeding special speed limits while 
schools in session. 
Prima facie guilty, §55-8-152. 
Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Searches and seizures. 

Documents and plates, §55-2-108. 

Methamphetamine. 

Driving while in possession of, 
§55-50-506. 

Seized motor vehicle. 

Notice to sheriff or police department, 
§55-5-128. 
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Searches and seizures —Cont’d 

Stolen vehicles, §55-5-108. 
Seatbelts, §§55-9-601 to 55-9-610. 
Security interest. 

Perfection, §55-3-126. 
Shopping centers. 

Accidents. 

Duties of drivers involved in. 

Applicability to premises of shopping 

centers, §§55-10-101 to 55-10-107. 
Law enforcement officer’s entry into center 
premises for inspection purposes, 

§55-10-316. 

Sidewalks. 
Stopping, standing or parking on sidewalk 

prohibited, §55-8-160. 

Signs. 
Loose material. 
Identification of vehicles hauling loose 
material. 
Sign or placard, §55-7-113. 
Window signs. 
Obscene or patently offensive window 
signs. 

Prohibited, §55-8-187. 

Sirens. 
Emergency vehicles, §55-9-201. 
Size. 
Height. 
Maximum height, §55-7-202. 
Misdemeanors. 
Violations of restrictions, §55-7-206. 
Permits. 
Special permits for moving vehicles of 
excess size, §55-7-205. 

Cotton modules, §55-7-205. 

Exceptions, §55-7-205. 

Towing vehicles, §55-7-205. 
Reduction of limitations, §55-7-205. 
Restrictions, §§55-7-201, 55-7-202, 55-7-204. 
Trailers. 

Restrictions, §55-7-202. 
Width. 
Maximum width, §55-7-202. 

Solid waste vehicles. 

Defined, §55-8-101. 
Stopping, standing or parking. 
Exceptions to certain provisions, 
§§55-8-158, 55-8-160. 

Specially constructed vehicles. 
Certificates of title. 

Application for certificate of title, 
§55-3-104. 
Defined, §55-1-106. 

Special mobile equipment. 
Defined, §§55-1-109, 55-8-101. 
Exception to registration and certificate of 

title provisions, §55-3-101. 

Stand-alone electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 

§55-8-199. 

Steering wheels, §55-9-216. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Stolen vehicles. 
Certificates of title. 

Determination that vehicle is not stolen, 
§55-3-110. 

Refusal to issue certificate of title, 
§55-3-112. 

Contraband, §55-5-108. 
Dismantling and recycling vehicles. 

Reporting on purchases, verification that 

vehicle reported stolen, §55-3-203. 
Garage business. 

Responsibilities attaching to, §55-5-101. 
Inspections. 

Vehicles at establishments required to 

keep records, §55-5-108. 
Parts. 

Responsibilities attaching to wrecker, 
salvage and garage businesses, 
§55-5-101. 

Recovery. 
Reports. 
Duty on receipt of reports, §55-5-103. 
Forms, §55-5-103. 
Law enforcement officers, §55-5-101. 
Notice to law enforcement officers, 
§55-5-102. 
Rules and regulations as to, §55-5-103. 
Reports, §§55-5-101 to 55-5-103. 
Salvage business. 

Responsibilities attaching to, §55-5-101. 
Seizure of stolen property, §55-5-108. 
Wrecker business. 

Responsibilities attaching to, §55-5-101. 

Stop signs. 
Description, §55-8-149. 
Requirements, §55-8-149. 
Storage. 
Citation of act. 
Short title, §55-23-101. 
Definitions, §55-23-102. 
Fees. 
Extended storage, consent or notice 
required, §§55-23-103, 55-23-104. 
Title of act. 
Short title, §55-23-101. 
Street sweepers, §55-8-190. 
Studded tires, §55-9-106. 
Summons and process. 
Witnesses. 

Commissioner may summon witnesses, 

§55-2-110. 
Supplemental restraint systems or 
airbags. 
Counterfeit components, §55-9-108. 
Defeating warning systems, §55-9-108. 
Suspension. 
Alteration prohibited, §55-9-215. 
Synopsis of driving laws. 
Distribution with certificate of title, 
§55-2-109. 
Tailgating, §55-8-124. 
Taxation. 
Privilege tax, §55-4-101. 
Fine for failure to pay, §55-4-105. 
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Taxation —Cont’d 
Wheel tax. 
Fine for failure to pay, §55-4-105. 
Records to be maintained by county clerk, 
§55-4-103. 
Television. 
In motor vehicles, §55-9-105. 
Temporary taking, §55-5-104. 
Text messages. 
Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 
Theft. 
Chauffeur using automobile without 
owner’s consent, §55-5-105. 
Chop shops, §55-5-203. 
Dismantling and recycling vehicles. 
Reporting on purchases, verification that 
vehicle reported stolen, §55-3-203. 
Felonies. 
Chop shops, §55-5-203. 
Fraudulently obtaining possession, 
§55-5-104. 
Neglect to return, §55-5-104. 
Fraudulently obtaining possession, 
§55-5-104. 
List of vehicles reported stolen, §55-5-103. 
Misdemeanors. 
Chauffeur using automobile without 
owner’s consent, §55-5-105. 
Reports of theft and recovery. 
Violations of requirements, §§55-5-101, 
55-5-102. 
Reports. 
Duties on receipt of reports, §55-5-103. 
Forms, §55-5-103. 
Law enforcement officers, §55-5-101. 
Notice to law enforcement officers, 
§55-5-102. 
Rules and regulations as to, §55-5-103. 
Theft of motor vehicle from bailee, 
§55-5-130. 
Temporary taking of vehicle, §55-5-104. 
Threats. 
Financing sale of motor vehicles. 
Prima facie evidence of restraint of 
competition, §55-13-103. 
Timber. 
Logs, intrastate transport. 
Lighting requirements, §55-9-405. 
Titles. 
Certificates of title, §§55-3-101 to 55-3-210. 
Torts. 
Imputed liability. 
Learners’ permits. 
Accompanying driver, §55-50-311. 
License application, §55-50-312. 
Tractors. 
Farm tractors. 
Defined, §§55-1-104, 55-8-101, 55-50-102. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Defined, §55-50-102. 
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Tractors —Cont’d 
Road tractors. 
Defined, §55-8-101. 
Truck tractors. 
Defined, §55-1-104. 
Engine compression braking devices. 
Restrictions on use by truck tractors 
and semitrailers, §55-7-117. 
Lanes. 
Regulations restricting truck tractors 
and semitrailers to specific lanes 
on certain highways, §55-8-195. 
Traffic citation in lieu of arrest, 
§55-10-207. 
Bicycle lanes. 

Operating motor vehicles within, 
§55-8-205. 

Cameras to enforce traffic laws. 

Nonmoving violation for citation based 
solely on unmanned traffic 
enforcement camera, §55-8-198. 

Municipal corporations. 

Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 

Trailer courts. 
Accidents. 
Duties of drivers involved in. 
Applicability to premises of trailer 
courts, §§55-10-101 to 55-10-107. 
Trailers. 
Boat trailers. 
Registration. 


No tax on trailers for transportation of 


boats, §55-4-111. 
Brakes, §55-9-204. 
Buses with trailers. 
Length limitations, §55-7-204. 
Definitions, §§55-1-105, 55-8-101. 


Homemade and materially reconstructed 


trailers, $55-4-101. 
Equipment. 

Safety chains for trailers, §55-7-114. 
Height. 

Maximum height, §55-7-202. 
Identification number, §55-5-106. 
Length of combinations. 

Maximum length, §55-7-201. 
Lights, §55-9-405. 

Logs, intrastate transport. 

Lighting requirements, §55-9-405. 
Penalties. 

Safety chains for trailers. 

Failure to comply with provisions, 
§55-7-114. 
Registration, §55-4-111. 
Boat trailers. 
No tax, §55-4-111. 
Fees, §55-4-111. 
Freight trailers and semitrailers, 
§55-4-113. 
Homemade or materially reconstructed 
trailers. 
Exception as to, §55-4-101. 
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Trailers —Cont’d 
Registration —Cont’d 
Maximum gross weight and ownership 
displayed on certain vehicles, 
§55-4-114. 
Safety chains, §55-7-114. 
School buses. 
Prohibition on operation with trailer, 
§55-7-204. 
Semitrailers. 
Defined, §55-8-101. 
Engine compression braking devices. 

Restrictions on use by truck tractors 

and semitrailers, §55-7-117. 
Lanes. 

Regulations restricting truck tractors 
and semitrailers to specific lanes 
on certain highways, §55-8-195. 

Size. 
Restrictions, §55-7-202. 
Stinger-steered automobile transporters. 
Maximum length, §55-7-201. 
Tires. 
New tires appropriate for weight rating 
required, §55-9-217. 
Twin trailer trucks. 
Establishment of special routes, 
§55-7-208. 
Hazardous waste spills. 
Liability, §55-10-314. 
Maximum length, §55-7-208. 
When operation permitted, §55-7-201. 
Width. 
Maximum width, §55-7-202. 
Training schools. 
Driver training schools, §§55-19-101 to 

55-19-112. 

Transporters. 

Defined, §55-1-114. 

Registration. 

Fees, §55-4-117. 

Truck beds. 

Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 
Trucks. 

Defined, §55-1-104. 

Emergency parts and accessories, 

§55-9-102. 

Engine compression braking devices. 
Restrictions on use by truck tractors and 
semitrailers, §55-7-117. 
Equipment. 
Emergency parts and accessories, 
§55-9-102. 
Mudguards, §55-9-212. 
Rearview mirrors, §§55-9-206, 55-9-207. 
Warning devices, §55-9-102. 

Display during period of disablement, 
§55-9-103. 

Display when vehicle stopped for 
causes other than disablement, 
§55-9-104. 

Farm trucks. 
Defined, §55-1-119. 
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Trucks —Cont’d 

Lanes. 

Regulations restricting truck tractors and 
semitrailers to specific lanes on 
certain highways, §55-8-195. 

Lights. 

Truck tractors, §55-9-405. 

Log trucks. 

Electronic logging regulation, 
enforcement. 

State funds to enforce, barring, 
§55-7-118. 

Securing of load, §§55-7-107, 55-7-108. 

Loose material hauled in open bed truck. 

Identification of vehicles hauling loose 
material. 

Requirements generally, §55-7-113. 

Restrictions, §55-7-109. 

Exceptions, §55-7-109. 

Mudguards, §55-9-212. 

Open bed trucks. 

Loose material hauled in. 

Restrictions, §55-7-109. 

Exceptions, §55-7-109. 

Rearview mirrors, §§55-9-206, 55-9-207. 

Registration. 

Dealer plates for use on trucks, 
§55-4-117. 

Fees. 

Freight motor vehicles generally, 
§55-4-113. 

Fleet registration. 

Registration of proportional parts of 
fleets of rental trucks and truck 
tractors, §55-4-123. 

Maximum gross weight and ownership 
displayed on certain vehicles, 
§55-4-114. 

Speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Warning devices, §55-9-102. 

Display during period of disablement, 
§55-9-103. 

Display when vehicle stopped for causes 
other than disablement, §55-9-104. 

Required on certain vehicles, §55-9-102. 

Weight. 

Sites for truck weigh-inspection stations. 

Criteria for selection, §55-7-116. 

Trust funds. 

Funds held in trust by dealers, distributors 
and manufacturers, §§55-27-101 to 
55-27-106. 

Dealers, §55-27-102. 

Definitions, §55-27-101. 

Distributors, §55-27-104. 

Manufacturers, §55-27-108. 

Security interest in funds, §55-27-106. 

Status of funds, §55-27-105. 

Unattended children in motor vehicles, 

§§55-10-801 to 55-10-804. 

Community education course for violators, 
§55-10-804. 

Criminal offense, §55-10-803. 


MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Unattended children in motor vehicles 
—Cont’d 
Definitions, §55-10-802. 
Education course for violators, §55-10-804. 
Short title of provisions, §55-10-801. 
Unattended motor vehicles, §55-8-162. 
Child left unattended in motor vehicle, 
§§55-10-801 to 55-10-804. 
Defined, §55-16-103. 
Towing restrictions, §55-16-111. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles generally, 
§§55-16-103 to 55-16-1138. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 

§§55-16-103 to 55-16-1138. 

Auction of vehicle taken into custody, 
§55-16-106. 

Authority of police department to take 
custody, §55-16-104. 

Certificates of title. 

Improperly assigned title which fails to 
identify transferee. 

When vehicle deemed abandoned, 
§55-3-127. 
Curbstoning. 

Authority of police department to take 
custody of vehicles used in, 
§55-16-104. 

Defined, §55-16-103. 

Custody. 

Auction of abandoned motor vehicles, 
§55-16-106. 

Authority of police department to take 
possession, §55-16-104. 

Notification of owners and lienholders, 
§55-16-105. 

Reclamation, §55-16-105. 

Definitions, §55-16-103. 
Demolishers. 

Defined, §55-16-103. 

Disposal to demolishers, §55-16-108. 

Duties, §55-16-109. 

Records, §55-16-109. 

Garagekeeper notifications of possession of 
vehicles, §55-16-105. 

Garagekeeper’s lien, enforcement, 
§55-16-107. 

Immobile motor vehicle. 

Defined, §55-16-103. 

Kickbacks for towing, §55-16-113. 

Lien of garagekeepers and towing firms, 
enforcement, §55-16-107. 

Notification of owners and lienholders as to 
taking into custody, §55-16-105. 

Notification to law enforcement prior to 
towing if owner not present, 
§55-16-105. 

Pre-seizure notice, §55-16-105. 

Sale by garagekeeper or towing firm to 
enforce lien, §55-16-107. 

Sale of vehicle taken into custody at 
auction, §55-16-106. 

Sale or disposal to demolishers, §55-16-108. 


1060 


1061 


MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles 
—Cont’d 
Title of purchaser of vehicle at auction, 
§55-16-106. 
Towing firm notifications of possession of 
vehicles, §55-16-105. 
Towing firm’s lien, enforcement, §55-16-107. 
Towing restrictions on immobile or 
unattended vehicles, §55-16-111. 
Unattended motor vehicle. 
Defined, §55-16-103. 
Written authorization required for towing 
or storage, §55-16-112. 
Uniform motor vehicles records 
disclosure act. 
Disclosure of information in connection with 
motor vehicle records. 
Generally, §§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 
Veterans. 
Certificate of identification for disabled 
veterans, §55-21-106. 
Disabled veterans. 

Certificate of identification, §55-21-106. 

Decal, §55-21-111. 

Parking privileges, §§55-8-160, 55-21-105. 
Certificate of identification, §55-21-106. 
Penalties for violations, §55-21-108. 

Volunteer enforcement of handicapped 

parking laws and ordinances, 
§55-21-110. 
Parking. 
Certificate of identification for disabled 
veterans, §55-21-106. 
Exceptions for disabled veterans, 
§§55-8-160, 55-21-105. 
Penalties for violations, §55-21-108. 
Vicarious liability. 
Learners’ permits. 
Accompanying driver, §55-50-311. 
License applications, §55-50-312. 
Violations of chapter. 
Penalty generally, §55-10-301. 
Warranties, §§55-24-101 to 55-24-112. 
Actions. 
Commencement of actions against sellers 
or lessors, §55-24-111. 
Costs and expenses. 
Recovery, §55-24-108. 
Election of remedies, §55-24-110. 
Limitation of actions, §55-24-107. 
Attorneys’ fees. 
Recovery of costs and expenses, 
§55-24-108. 
Commencement of actions against sellers or 
lessors, §55-24-111. 
Compromise and settlement. 
Informal dispute settlement procedure, 
§55-24-106. 
Consumers. 
Defined, §55-24-101. 
Costs. 
Recovery of costs and expenses, 
§55-24-108. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Warranties —Cont’d 
Defenses, §55-24-108. 
Definitions, §§55-24-101, 55-24-1038, 
55-24-104. 
Election of remedies, §55-24-110. 
Fleet vehicles. 
Disclosure of warranty to individual 
purchasers, §55-24-112. 
Informal dispute settlement procedure, 
§55-24-106. 
Leases. 
Commencement of actions against lessors, 
§55-24-111. 
Definitions, §55-24-104. 
Lessee, §55-24-101. 
Refunds, §55-24-104. 
Limitation of actions, §55-24-107. 
Manufacturers. 
Notice to manufacturer, §55-24-105. 
Nonconforming vehicles. 
Notice to manufacturer, §55-24-105. 
Repairs, §55-24-102. 
Reports, §55-24-102. 
Notice to manufacturer, §55-24-105. 
Presumptions, §55-24-105. 
Refinancing agreements, §55-24-103. 
Refunds, §55-24-103. 
Leased vehicles, §55-24-104. 
Repairs, §55-24-103. 
Copy of repair order to consumer, 
§55-24-109. 
Nonconforming vehicles, §55-24-102. 
Notice to manufacturer to repair, 
§55-24-105. 
Order. 
Copy of repair order to consumer, 
§55-24-109. 
Replacement of vehicle, §55-24-103. 
Reports. 
Nonconforming vehicles, §55-24-102. 
Term of protection, §55-24-105. 
Defined, §55-24-101. 
Water damaged motor vehicles. 
Certificates of title, §55-3-208. 
Weight. 
Arrest of violators, §55-7-105. 
Reduction of overload before moving 
vehicle, §55-7-105. 
Axle combinations. 
Maximum weight per axle or group of 
axles, §55-7-203. 
Buses. 
Publicly owned transit systems. 
Exception as to, §55-7-207. 
Damages to highways. 
Liability, §55-7-106. 
Operation of vehicles injurious to 
highways. 
Conformity to regulations required, 
§55-7-101. 
Front axle weight, §55-7-110. 
Maximum weight, §55-7-203. 
Buses. 
Publicly owned transit systems. 
Exception as to, §55-7-207. 


MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Weight —Cont’d 
Maximum weight —Cont’d 
Freight motor vehicles, §55-7-203. 
Lowering, §§55-7-103, 55-7-205. 
Notices, §55-7-103. 
Penalty for violations of regulations, 
§55-7-104. 
Misdemeanors. 
Arrest of violators. 
Violations of provisions, §55-7-105. 
Maximum weight. 
Lowering. 
Violations of regulations, §55-7-104. 
Violations of restrictions, §55-7-206. 
Overweight vehicles. 
Penalties, §55-5-114. 
Registration, §55-5-114. 
Permits. 
Special permits for moving vehicles of 
excess weight, §55-7-205. 
Exceptions, §55-7-205. 
Portable scales. 
Varying locations, §55-7-111. 
Trucks. 


Sites for truck weigh-inspection stations. 


Criteria for selection, §55-7-116. 
Varying locations for portable scales, 
§55-7-111. 
Wheel surfaces. 
Regulations governing, §55-7-102. 
Penalty for violations, §55-7-104. 
Wheel tax. 
Fine for failure to pay, §55-4-105. 
Records to be maintained by county clerk, 
§55-4-108. 
Wholesalers. 
Licenses generally, §§55-17-101 to 
55-17-128. 
Width. 
Cotton modules. 
Maximum width. 
Vehicles transporting, §55-7-115. 
Special permits, §55-7-205. 
Maximum width, §55-7-202. 
Vehicles transporting seed cotton 
modules, §55-7-115. 
Roof trusses. 
Special requirements for transporting, 
§55-7-209. 
Window signs. 


Obscene or patently offensive window signs. 


Prohibited, §55-8-187. 
Windshields, §55-9-107. 
Motorcycles, §55-9-304. 
Windshield wipers, §55-9-203. 
Wireless telecommunications devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 
Witnesses. 
Commissioner. 
Powers as to witnesses, §55-2-110. 


INDEX 
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MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Yellow dot medical information program, 
§§55-20-301 to 55-20-309. 
Decal affixed to rear window of vehicle, 
§55-20-307. 
Responders’ authority and duties, 
§55-20-308. 
Definitions, §55-20-302. 
Emergency medical responders. 
Authority when decal displayed, 
§55-20-308. 
Defined, §55-20-302. 
Information use by responders, 
§55-20-308. 
Liability, §55-20-309. 
Fees not required to participate in program, 
§55-20-306. 
Folders with forms and decals. 
Affixing decal to rear window of vehicle, 
§55-20-307. 
Assembly, §55-20-306. 
Participants to receive, §55-20-307. 
Medical information form. 
Contents, §55-20-305. 
Creation of standard medical information 
form, §55-20-305. 
Folders with forms and decals, assembly, 
§55-20-306. 
Printing of form, §55-20-306. 
Other responders. 
Authority when decal displayed, 
§55-20-308. 
Defined, §55-20-302. 
Information use by responders, 
§55-20-308. 
Liability, §55-20-309. 
Participation in program. 
Fees not required to participate in 
program, §55-20-306. 
Folders and decals, receipt by 
participants, §55-20-307. 
Publicizing program, §55-20-304. 
Purpose of provisions, §55-20-301. 
Transportation department. 
Donations, grants, etc. 
Acceptance, §55-20-303. 
Folder with forms and decals, assembly, 
§55-20-306. 
Implementation of program, §55-20-301. 
Printing form, §55-20-306. 
Publicizing program, §55-20-304. 
Standard medical information form, 
creation, §55-20-305. 


MOTOR VEHICLE SALES LICENSES, 
§§55-17-101 to 55-17-128. 


MOVE-OVER LAW. 

Operation of vehicles approaching 
stationary vehicles with lights 
flashing, §55-8-132. 


MUFFLERS. 
Motor vehicles, §55-9-202. 
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MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS. 
Contracts. 
Traffic enforcement by camera. 
Continuing conformity of contracts to 
state law as revised, §55-8-198. 
Drag racing. 
Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
offenses void, §55-10-307. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Driving while license suspended or revoked. 
Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
offenses void, §55-10-307. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 

Ordinances regulating certain offenses void, 

§55-10-307. 
Funeral processions. 

Traffic laws. 

Properly identified processions. 
Adoption of provisions, §55-8-183. 
Highways. 

Safety programs, §§55-20-101, 55-20-102. 

Speed limits. 

Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 
License plates. 

Government service license plates, 
§55-4-219. 

Low speed vehicles. 

Prohibitions, §55-8-191. 

Medium speed vehicles. 
Prohibitions, §55-8-191. 
Motor vehicle accidents. 

Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 

Stopping at scene. 

Ordinances regulating certain offenses 
void, §55-10-307. 
Motor vehicles. 

Enforcement within municipalities, 
§55-10-308. 

Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 

Speed limits. 

Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Traffic citation in lieu of arrest. 

Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 
Traffic enforcement by camera. 
Continuing conformity of contracts to 
state law as revised, §55-8-198. 

Traffic violation conviction fee, §55-10-315. 

Voidness of ordinances regulating certain 
state offenses, §55-10-307. 

Off-highway vehicles. 

Child safety in operation of off-highway 

vehicles. 
Ordinances duplicating or incorporating 
provisions, §55-52-202. 
Ordinances. 
Pedal carriages, §55-26-102. 
Rickshaws, §55-26-102. 
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MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS —Cont’d 
Pedal carriages. 

Ordinances, §55-26-101. 
Racing. 

Drag racing. 

Municipal ordinances regulating certain 
offenses void, §55-10-307. 
Reckless driving. 

Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 

Rickshaws. 

Ordinances, §55-26-101. 
Speed limits. 

Establishing special speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Speed zones. 

Establishment in business, urban or 
residential districts or at congested 
areas, dangerous intersections, 
§55-8-153. 

State highways shown to require slower 
speed for public safety, §55-8-153. 

Streets. 
Speed limits. 
Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Traffic laws. 
Camera enforcement of traffic laws. 
Contracts. 
Continuing conformity of contracts to 
state law as revised, §55-8-198. 

Enforcement within municipalities, 
§55-10-308. 

Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 


MUSEUMS. 

Memphis Rock ’n’ Soul Museum. 
License plates, §855-4-208, 55-4-364. 

National civil rights museum. 
Special license plates, §55-4-203. 


N 
NAILS. 
Highways. 
Putting on highways prohibited, §55-8-170. 
NAMES. 


Automobile clubs and associations. 
Similarity of names prohibited, §55-18-103. 


NASHVILLE PREDATORS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-335. 


NATIONAL GUARD. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-255. 
Motorcycles, §55-4-271. 


NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION, 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-302. 


NATIONAL WILD TURKEY 
FEDERATION. 
License plates, §$55-4-203, 55-4-306. 


INDEX 


NISWONGER CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL. 
License plates, §$55-4-203, 55-4-345. 


NOISE. 
Motor vehicles. 
Excessive noise from amplification system, 
§55-8-193. 
Mufflers, §55-9-202. 


NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS. 
License plates. 
Special purpose nonprofit organization 
plates, §55-4-228. 
Certification of status required, 
§55-4-202. 


NONREPAIRABLE MOTOR VEHICLES. 

Defined, §55-3-201. 

Disclosure on titling and notice to buyer, 
§55-3-209. 

Motor vehicle sales licenses, exceptions, 
§55-17-120. 


NONRESIDENTS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Commercial drivers’ licenses. 
Notification by employer, §55-50-402. 
Suspension, §55-50-505. 
Handicapped drivers. 
Refueling service for disabled drivers. 
Notice to disabled person or veteran, 
§55-21-209. 
Notice to station or facility operator, 
§55-21-208. 
Posting of notice, §55-21-203. 
Seized or repossessed motor vehicles. 
Notice to sheriff or police department, 
§55-5-128. 
Warranties. 
Notice to manufacturer, §55-24-105. 


NOTICE. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility. 
Verification program. 
Notice to owner of noncompliance, 
§55-12-210. 
Motor vehicles. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Commercial drivers’ licenses. 
Notification by employer, §55-50-402. 
Suspension, §55-50-505. 
Handicapped drivers. 
Refueling service for disabled drivers. 
Notice to disabled person or veteran, 
§55-21-209. 
Notice to station or facility operator, 
§55-21-208. 
Posting of notice, §55-21-203. 
Impoundment for methamphetamine 
manufacture, §55-3-210. 
Recalls. 
Notice of recall and availability of repair 
options. 
Coordination with original equipment 
manufacturers, §55-2-115. 


1064 


NOTICE —Cont’d 
Motor vehicles —Cont’d 
Registration. 
Change of address, §55-4-131. 
Seized or repossessed motor vehicles. 
Notice to sheriff or police department, 
§55-5-128. 
Warranties. 
Notice to manufacturer, §55-24-105. 
Recreational vehicle franchises. 
Change in ownership by dealer, §55-28-106. 
Damaged vehicles, prior to transit or in 
transit, §55-28-109. 
Manufacturer/dealer agreements. 
Termination, cancellation, or failure to 
renew by manufacturer or 
distributor, §55-28-104. 


NURSE PRACTITIONERS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Disabled drivers. 
Issuance of certified statements of 
disability or deafness, §55-21-113. 


NURSES. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-348. 
Motor vehicles. 
Yellow dot medical information program. 
Definition of emergency medical 
responders, §55-20-302. 
Generally, §§55-20-301 to 55-20-309. 
Special license plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-348. 
Trauma nurses. 
License plates. 
Emergency plates. 
Kligibility, §55-4-223. 


O 


OATHS. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses. 
Applications, oaths or affirmations, 
§55-17-405. 


OBSCENITY. 
Bumper stickers. 
Prohibited acts, §55-8-187. 
Misdemeanors. 
Bumper stickers. 
Obscene or patently offensive bumper 
stickers, §55-8-187. 
Motor vehicles. 
Bumper stickers, window signs, etc. 
Prohibited acts, §55-8-187. 


ODOMETERS. 
Defined, §55-1-121. 


OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES. 
Certificates of title, §55-3-101. 
Child safety in operation of off-highway 
vehicles, §§55-52-201, 55-52-202. 
Definitions, §55-52-201. 
Fine for violations, §55-52-202. 
Helmets. 
Appropriate helmet required, §55-52-201. 
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OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES —Cont’d PARATROOPERS. 
County roads, operation on, §55-8-203. License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 
Criminal law and procedure. 55-4-272. 
Operation violations, §55-8-203. AND 
Equipment, §55-8-203. reps a a 


Highway use, §55-8-185. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-701. 

Fees, §55-4-204. 

Off-highway vehicle license plate defined, 

§55-4-201. 

Temporary permits, §55-4-702. 
Misdemeanors. 

Operation violations, §55-8-203. 
Prohibited acts, §55-10-206. 
Registration. 

Fees, §55-4-111. 


Unpaved streets, operation on, §55-8-185. 


OMEGA PSI PHI. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 


101ST AIRBORNE SCREAMING EAGLE. 


License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-385. 


OPEN CONTAINER LAW. 
Motor vehicles, §55-10-416. 


ORDINANCES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Enforcement of traffic laws. 
Privately owned estates, §55-10-317. 
Traffic violation conviction fee. 
Levy by ordinance, §55-10-315. 
Off-highway vehicles. 
Child safety in operation of off-highway 
vehicles. 
Municipalities duplicating or 


incorporating provisions, §55-52-202. 


Pedal carriages. 

Local ordinances, §55-26-102. 
Rickshaws. 

Local ordinances, §55-26-102. 


ORGAN DONORS. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Statements of willingness, §55-50-352. 
Motor vehicle equipment. 
Organ procurement organizations. 
Flashing white or amber lights. 
Exception to prohibition, §55-9-402. 
Motor vehicle registrants, §§55-4-601 to 
55-4-603. 


PARAMEDICS. 
License plates. 
Emergency plates. 
Eligibility, §55-4-223. 
Motor vehicles. 
Yellow dot medical information program. 
Definition of emergency medical 
responders, §55-20-302. 
Generally, §§55-20-301 to 55-20-309. 


Violations of applicable traffic laws. 

Parent or guardian not to authorize, 

§55-8-171. 
Motorcycles. 
Equipment. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 

Motorized bicycles. 
Equipment. 

Parent or guardian knowingly permitting 
minor to violate provisions, 
§55-9-307. 


PASSENGER CONTRACT CARRIER 
SAFETY ACT. 

Driver qualifications, §55-20-203. 

Exceptions, §55-20-202. 

Hours of service, §55-20-204. 

Log book required, §55-20-204. 

Regulations, §55-20-202. 

Short title, §55-20-201. 


PASSENGER RESTRAINTS. 
Safety belts generally, §§$55-9-601 to 
55-9-610. 


PAT SUMMITT FOUNDATION. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-355. 


PEARL HARBOR SURVIVORS. 
License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 
55-4-262. 


PEDAL CARRIAGES. 
Defined, §55-26-101. 
Ordinances. 

Local ordinances, §55-26-102. 


PEDESTRIANS. 
Crosswalks. 

Crossing at other than crosswalks, 
§55-8-135. 

Defined, §55-8-101. 

Failure to yield right of way to pedestrian 
resulting in serious bodily injury or 
death, §55-8-197. 

Right half of crosswalks. 

Pedestrians to use, §55-8-137. 

Right of way in crosswalks, §55-8-134. 

Stopping, standing or parking in crosswalks 
prohibited, §55-8-160. 

Drivers to exercise due care, §55-8-136. 
Hitchhiking. 

Prohibited, §55-8-139. 
Intersections. 

Subject to traffic-control signals at 
intersections, §55-8-133. 

Medians. 

Loitering or conducting commercial activity, 

§55-8-139. 
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PEDESTRIANS —Cont’d 
Pedestrian areas. 

Defined, §55-8-101. 
Right of way. 

Blind persons. 

Pedestrian led by guide dog or carrying 
identifying cane, §55-8-180. 

Crosswalks, §55-8-134. 

Failure to yield right of way to pedestrian 
resulting in serious bodily injury or 
death, §55-8-197. 

Roadways. 

Walking on, §55-8-138. 
Safety zones. 

Defined, §55-8-101. 
Sidewalks. 

Unlawful to walk on adjacent roadway 

when sidewalk provided, §55-8-138. 
Soliciting rides or business. 
Prohibited, §55-8-139. 
Standing along roadways. 
Limitations, §55-8-139. 
Subject to traffic regulations, §55-8-133. 
Traffic-control signals, §55-8-111. 

Subject to traffic-control signals, §55-8-133. 
Walk or don’t walk signals, §55-8-111. 


PEER-TO-PEER CAR SHARING. 
Insurance. 
Car sharing program insurance coverage, 
§§55-12-301 to 55-12-311. 


PENALTIES. 
Blind persons. 
Pedestrians led by guide dogs or carrying 
identifying canes. 
Failure to yield right of way to, 
§55-8-180. 
Chop shops. 
Violations and penalties, §55-5-2038. 
Funeral processions. 
Traffic laws. 
Properly identified processions, §55-8-183. 
Highways. 
Nonmotor vehicles. 
Violations of regulations governing, 
§55-8-178. 
Manufactured homes. 
Transporting mobile homes, §55-4-412. 
Trailers. 
Tires. 
New tires appropriate for weight rating 
required. 
Civil penalty for violation, §55-9-217. 


PENN STATE UNIVERSITY. 
License plates. 
Penn State University alumnus, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-242. 


PERJURY. 
Motor vehicles. 
Financial responsibility. 
False statement to commissioner, 
§55-12-135. 
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PERSONAL DELIVERY DEVICES. 
Defined, §55-8-101. 
Operators. 
Definition of personal delivery device 
operator, §55-8-101. 
Use and operation, regulation, §55-8-209. 


PERSONAL INFORMATION IN MOTOR 
VEHICLE RECORDS. 

Disclosure of information in connection 
with motor vehicle records, 
§§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 


PHI BETA SIGMA. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 


PHOTOGRAPHY. 
School buses. 
Exterior cameras, traffic enforcement, 
§55-8-151. 
Traffic law enforcement. 
Nonmoving violation for citation based 


solely on unmanned traffic enforcement 
camera, §55-8-198. 


PHOTO IDENTIFICATION LICENSE. 

Brain injury, intellectual disability or 
developmental disability. 

Indication on license or identification as to, 
§55-50-307. 

Military service, designation on 
identification, §55-50-354. 

Use restricted to identification, 
§55-50-336. 


PHOTO RED. 
Traffic law enforcement by camera, 
§55-8-198. 


PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Yellow dot medical information program. 
Definition of emergency medical 
responders, §55-20-302. 
Generally, §§55-20-301 to 55-20-309. 
Physician assistants act. 
Motor vehicles. 
Disabled drivers. 
Issuance of certified statements of 
disability or deafness, §55-21-113. 
Surgical personnel. 
License plates. 
Emergency plates. 
Bligibility, §55-4-223. 
Trauma physicians. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-223. 


PICKUP TRUCKS. 
Transporting child in truck bed, 
§55-8-189. 


POLICE AND OTHER LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS. 
Accident reports. 
Motor vehicles, §55-10-108. 
Bicycles. 
Certified police cyclist. 
Defined, §55-8-101. 
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POLICE AND OTHER LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS —Cont’d 
Bicycles —Cont’d 
Highways. 
Regulations governing nonmotor vehicles, 
§55-8-178. 
Riding on bicycles, §55-8-173. 
Riding on roadways and bicycle paths, 
§55-8-175. 
Stopping, standing or parking, §55-8-160. 
Certified police cyclist. 
Defined, §55-8-101. 
Emergency vehicle statute, §55-8-108. 
Insurance information. 
Parties to motor vehicle accident. 
Officer may require parties to exchange, 
§55-10-108. 
License plates. 
Emergency plates. 
Eligibility, §55-4-223. 
Fraternal order of police, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-326. 
Police benevolent association, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-230. 
Motor vehicle accident reports, 
§55-10-108. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility. 
Verification program, use of, §55-12-209. 
Motor vehicles. 
Best behavior for citizens during traffic 
stops. 
Department of safety to develop advisory 
guidelines, §55-8-206. 
Emergency vehicle statute, §55-8-108. 
Entry into shopping center or office park 
premises for inspection purposes, 
§55-10-316. 
Lights. 
Blue flashing emergency lights. 
Exception to prohibition, $55-9-414. 
Notice of impoundment for 
methamphetamine manufacture, 
§55-3-210. 
Required obedience to police officers, 
§55-8-104. 
Yellow dot medical information program. 
Definition of other responders, 
§55-20-302. 
Generally, §§55-20-301 to 55-20-309. 
Police benevolent association. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-230. 
Revenue department. 
Special investigations section. 
Police powers of employees, §55-2-102. 
Speeding violations. 
Fee for making arrests, §55-8-152. 
Traffic stops. 
Best behavior for citizens during traffic 
stops. 
Department of safety to develop advisory 
guidelines, §55-8-206. 


POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-230. 


INDEX 


POPULAR NAMES OF ACTS. 
Automated Vehicles Act, §55-30-101. 
Emergency Vehicle Statute, §55-8-108. 
Hit and run driving, §§$55-10-101, 
55-10-102. 
Home-Made Trailer Act, §55-4-101. 
Interstate Driver License Compact, 
§55-50-901. 
Generally, §§55-50-901 to 55-50-9038. 
James Lee Atwood Jr. Law. 

Insurance verification program, §§55-12-201 

to 55-12-215. 
Joyriding Act, §55-5-104. 
Lemon Law. 

Motor vehicles. 

Warranties, §55-24-101. 
Maximum Weight Act. 

Truck axles, §55-7-203. 

Motor Vehicle Recall and Disclosure 
Law, §55-29-101. 
Move-over Law. 

Operation of vehicles approaching 
stationary vehicles with lights flashing, 
§55-8-132. 

Slow Poke Law, §55-8-204. 
Vanessa K. Free Emergency Services 
Training Act, §55-8-194. 
Wheelies. 
Motorcycles performing wheelies. 
Reckless driving, §55-10-205. 
Wheel tax, §55-4-105. 


PORTABLE ELECTRONICS. 
Traffic laws. 
Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 


PRESUMPTIONS. 
Driving under the influence. 

Presumption of impairment, §55-10-411. 
Motor vehicles. 

Ownership of vehicle. 

Prima facie evidence, §§55-10-311, 
55-10-312. 
Warranties, §55-24-105. 


PRISONERS OF WAR. 
License plates, §§$55-4-2038, 55-4-261. 
Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 


PRIVACY. 
Motor vehicle records. 
Disclosure of information in connection with 
motor vehicle records generally, 
§§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 


PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS. 
Accident report privileged, §55-12-128. 
Motor vehicles. 

Accident report privileged, §55-12-128. 


PROBATE COURTS. 
License plates. 
Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-221. 


INDEX 


PROBATION. 
Driving under the influence. 
Conditions, §55-10-410. 
Substance abuse treatment program as a 
condition of probation, §55-10-402. 


PROCESSIONS. 
Funeral processions, §55-8-183. 
Motorcycle helmet law, exception, 
§55-9-302. 


PROTECTING RIVERS AND CLEAN 
WATERS LICENSE PLATES, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-314. 


PUBLIC UTILITIES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Lights on utility vehicles. 
White light system or amber light 
system, §55-9-402. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 


Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 


Televisions in motor vehicles. 
Exception to prohibition, §55-9-105. 
Unattended motor vehicles containing 
medical or hazardous waste. 
Exception, §55-8-162. 


PURPLE HEART LICENSE PLATES, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 55-4-257. 
Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 


PURSUIT. 
Emergency vehicles. 
Injury to person fleeing pursuit by law 
enforcement officers. 
Governmental immunity from liability 
for, §55-8-108. 
Privileges, §55-8-108. 


Q 


QUO WARRANTO. 
Motor vehicles. 
Financing sales of motor vehicles. 
Proceedings to restrain violations, 
§55-13-105. 


R 


RACING. 
Drag racing, §§55-10-501 to 55-10-5083. 
Motor vehicles. 
Drag racing, §§55-10-501 to 55-10-5083. 
Generally, §§55-22-101 to 55-22-105. 
Tourist resort counties. 
When permitted, §55-22-105. 


RADAR. 
Speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Speed zones, §55-8-153. 


RADIO. 
Amateur radio. 

License plates, §55-4-225. 
Motor vehicles. 


Excessive noise from amplification system, 
§55-8-193. 
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RADNOR LAKE. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-315. 


RAFTS. 
Commercial whitewater rafting. 
Size and weight of motor vehicles. 
Maximums, exceptions, §55-7-202. 


RAILROADS. 
Buses. 
Stopping at railroad grade crossings. 

Required, §55-8-147. 

Equipment. 
On-track equipment. 

Crossings. 

Vehicle obedience to signal indicating 
approach of train or other on-track 
equipment, §55-8-145. 

Highway crossings. 
Commercial vehicle operators. 
Unlawful acts in connection with railroad 
crossings, §55-50-412. 
Motor vehicles. 
Grade crossings, §§55-8-145 to 55-8-148. 
Signals. 

Definition of railroad sign or signal, 
§55-8-101. 

Obedience to signal indicating approach 
of train or other on-track equipment, 
§55-8-145. 

Signs. 

Definition of railroad sign or signal, 
§55-8-101. 

Stopping vehicles at grade crossings. 

All vehicles must stop at certain grade 
crossings, §55-8-146. 

Certain vehicles must stop at all grade 
crossings, §55-8-147. 

Common law right of recovery. 

Provisions not to affect, §55-8-146. 

Heavy equipment, §55-8-148. 

Obedience to signal indicating approach 
of train or other on-track equipment, 
§55-8-145. 

Misdemeanors. 
Highway crossings. 

Commercial vehicle operators. 

Unlawful acts in connection with 
railroad crossings, §55-50-412. 

Failure of certain vehicles to stop, 
§55-8-147. 

Failure to obey signal indicating 
approach of train or other on-track 
equipment, §55-8-145. 

Failure to stop at certain crossings, 
§55-8-146. 

Motor vehicles. 
Grade crossings. 

Common law right of recovery. 

Provisions not to affect, §55-8-146. 

Heavy equipment. 

Moving heavy equipment at grade 
crossings, §55-8-148. 


a 
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RAILROADS —Cont’d 
Motor vehicles —Cont’d 
Grade crossings —Cont’d 
Obedience to signal indicating approach 
of train or other on-track equipment, 
§55-8-145. 
Parking. 
Stopping, standing or parking within 
fifty feet prohibited, §55-8-160. 
Stopping. 
All vehicles must stop at certain grade 
crossings, §55-8-146. 
Certain vehicles must stop at all 


railroad grade crossings, §55-8-147. 


Common law right of recovery. 
Provisions not to affect, §55-8-146. 
Stopping, standing or parking within 
fifty feet prohibited, §55-8-160. 
Signals. 

Definition of railroad sign or signal, 
§55-8-101. 

Obedience to signal indicating approach 
of train or other on-track equipment, 
§55-8-145. 

On-track equipment. 
Crossings. 

Vehicle obedience to signal indicating 
approach of train or other on-track 
equipment, §55-8-145. 

School buses. 
Stopping at railroad grade crossings. 

Required, §55-8-147. 

Signals. 
Motor vehicles. 

Definition of railroad sign or signal, 
§55-8-101. 

Obedience to signal indicating approach 
of train or other on-track equipment, 
§55-8-145. 

Signs. 
Motor vehicles. 

Definition of railroad sign or signal, 
§55-8-101. 


RAKKASANS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-274. 


REAL ESTATE BROKERS. 
License plates. 
Tennessee association of realtors, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-365. 


REBUILT MOTOR VEHICLES. 
Certificates of title and registration. 
Applications for, §55-3-205. 

Defined, §55-3-201. 

Disclosure on rebuilt certificate of title, 
§55-3-209. 

Fee for application for rebuilt certificate 
of title, §55-3-205. 

Fee for conversion of vehicle salvage 
document to rebuilt title, §55-3-206. 

Inspections prior to issuance of rebuilt 
certificate of title, §55-3-206. 


INDEX 


REBUILT MOTOR VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Out-of-state reconstructed vehicles, 
applicability of provisions, §55-3-207. 


RECALLS OF MOTOR VEHICLES. 
Car sharing program insurance 
coverage. 
Automobile safety recalls, §55-12-310. 
Motor vehicle recall and disclosure law, 
§§55-29-101 to 55-29-106. 


RECIPROCITY. 
Motor vehicles. 
Disabled drivers. 

Parking privileges. 

Reciprocal agreements with other 
states, §55-21-105. 
Drivers’ licenses. 

Reciprocal agreements relating to arrest 
of nonresidents, §§55-50-701, 
55-50-702. 

Registration. 

Reciprocal agreements concerning 

nonresidents, §55-4-121. 


RECKLESS DRIVING, §55-10-205. 
Municipal corporations. 
Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 
Schools. 
Special speed limits. 
Exceeding while school in session. 
Prima facie guilty, §55-8-152. 


RECORDS. 
Car sharing program insurance 
coverage, §55-12-305. 
Data retention, §55-12-308. 
Manufactured homes affixed to property. 
Cancellation of motor vehicle title. 
Recordation of affidavit, §55-3-128. 
Motor vehicles. 
Computer records. 
Access by law enforcement officers, 
§55-21-109. 
Dismantling vehicles. 
Dismantler and recycler or scrap metal 
processor, §55-3-203. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Commercial drivers’ licenses. 
Furnishing records of drivers by 
department, §55-50-409. 
Safety department, §55-50-204. 
Fees for services provided, §55-2-106. 
Registration. 
Accessibility of records kept by revenue 
commissioner and county clerk’s 
office, §55-2-106. 
Revenue commissioner. 
Accessibility of records kept by revenue 
commissioner and county clerk’s 
office, §55-2-106. 
Certified copies prepared and delivered 
on request, §55-2-105. 


RECORDS —Cont’d 
Motor vehicles —Cont’d 


INDEX 


RECREATIONAL VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Franchises —Cont’d 
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Uniform motor vehicle records disclosure 
act. . 
Disclosure of information in connection 
with motor vehicle records, 
§§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 


Wheel tax. 


Time records to be maintained by county 
clerk, §55-4-103. 


RECREATIONAL VEHICLES. 
Carbon monoxide detectors. 


Lease or rental RVs to have detectors, 
§55-9-218. 


Franchises. 


Area of sales responsibility. 
Manufacturer/dealer agreements, 
§55-28-103. 
Change in ownership by dealer, §55-28-106. 
Civil action for damages, §55-28-111. 
Coercion or attempted coercion of dealer 
prohibited, §55-28-110. 
Dealers. 
Coercion or attempted coercion of dealer 
prohibited, §55-28-110. 
Failure to indemnify and hold harmless, 
§55-28-108. 
Deceased, incapacitated, or retired dealer. 
Succession to dealership by family 
member, §55-28-106. 
Defined terms, §55-28-102. 
Failure to indemnify and hold harmless, 
§55-28-108. 
Injunctions, §55-28-111. 
Inspection and rejection. 
Damaged vehicles, prior to transit or in 
transit, §55-28-109. 
Manufactuer/dealer agreements. 
Renewal. 
Failure to renew, §55-28-104. 
Termination, cancellation, or failure to 
renew by manufacturer or 
distributor, §55-28-104. 
Termination or cancellation by dealer, 
§55-28-105. 
Manufacturer/dealer agreements, 
§55-28-108. 
Mediation, §55-28-111. 
Notice. 
Change in ownership by dealer, 
§55-28-106. 
Damaged vehicles, prior to transit or in 
transit, §55-28-109. 
Manufacturer/dealer agreements. 
Termination, cancellation, or failure to 
renew by manufacturer or 
distributor, §55-28-104. 
Objection to change in ownership by dealer, 
§55-28-106. 
Rejection of vehicles. 
Damaged vehicles, prior to transit or in 
transit, §55-28-109. 
Unreasonable amount of miles on 
odometer, §55-28-109. 


Reversion. 
Damaged vehicles, prior to transit or in 
transit, §55-28-109. 
Short title, §55-28-101. 
Violations of chapter. 
Civil action for damages, §55-28-111. 
Failure to indemnify and hold harmless, 
§55-28-108. 
Injunctions, §55-28-111. 
Mediation, §55-28-111. 
Warranty claims, §55-28-107. 
Warranty claims, §55-28-107. 
Failure to indemnify and hold harmless, 
§55-28-108. 


Sales licenses, §§55-17-401 to 55-17-419. 


Appeals. 
Judicial review of commission decisions, 
§55-17-409. 
Procedure, §55-17-410. 
Applicability, §55-17-403. 
Separate licenses for activities and 
locations, §55-17-404. 
Applications, §55-17-405. 
Denial, grounds, §55-17-408. 
Auctions. 
Additional licenses, §55-17-407. 
Not required, §55-17-418. 
Bonds, surety. 
Applications, §55-17-405. 
Change of address. 
Report to commission, §55-17-405. 
Change of employer. 
Endorsement by commission, §55-17-405. 
Change of ownership, location, or franchise. 
Notice to commission, §55-17-407. 
Civil penalties for violations, §$55-17-408, 
55-17-412. 
Commission. 
Change of address, reports to, §55-17-405. 
Change of employer, endorsement, 
§55-17-405. 
Change of ownership, location, or 
franchise, notice, §55-17-407. 
Defined, §55-17-401. 
Expenses and expenditures, §55-17-413. 
Judicial review of decisions, §55-17-409. 
Procedure, §55-17-410. 
Powers and duties, §55-17-402. 
Dealers. 
Location specified, §55-17-407. 
Defined terms, §55-17-401. 
Recreational vehicle, motor vehicle sales 
licenses, §55-17-102. 
Denial of application, grounds, §55-17-408. 
Distributors. 
Sale or transfer from manufacturer to 
distributor, not unlawful, §55-17-415. 
Employment of licensed salespersons, 
§55-17-404. 
Expiration, §55-17-405. 
Fees. 
Applications, §55-17-405. 
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RECREATIONAL VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Sales licenses —Cont’d 

Fees —Cont’d 

Biennial licenses fees, §55-17-406. 

Collection, §55-17-414. 

Payment into state treasury, §55-17-413. 

Penalty for late renewal, §55-17-406. 

Fines. 

Civil penalties for violations, §§55-17-408, 
55-17-412. 

Forms, §55-17-405. 

Franchises, §§55-28-101 to 55-28-111. 

_ Injunctions, §55-17-412. 

Judicial review of commission decisions, 
§55-17-409. 

Location specified, §55-17-407. 

Operation of one additional business at 
established place of business, 
§55-17-416. 

Manufacturers. 

Location specified, §55-17-407. 

Sale or transfer from manufacturer to 
distributor, not unlawful, §55-17-415. 

Misdemeanors. 

Injunction violations, §55-17-412. 

Motor vehicle sales licenses generally, 
§§55-17-101 to 55-17-128. 

Oaths or affirmations. 

Applications, §55-17-405. 

Operation of one additional business at 
established place of business, 
§55-17-416. 

Parts. 

When retention not required, §55-17-408. 

Renewals. 

Forms, §55-17-405. 

Penalty for late renewal, §55-17-406. 

Reports. 

Annual sales report, §55-17-417. 

Required, §55-17-403. 

Separate licenses for activities and 
locations, §55-17-404. 

Revocation or suspension. 

Grounds, §55-17-408. 

Sale of used recreational vehicles 
permitted, §55-17-419. 

Salespersons. 

License in possession, §55-17-407. 

Multiple licenses not required, 
§55-17-407. 

Separate licenses for activities and 
locations, §55-17-404. 

Show permits, §55-17-411. 

Signs. 

Operation of one additional business at 
established place of business, 
§55-17-416. 

Trade-in vehicles. 

Time limit for paying off indebtedness, 
§55-17-408. 

Used recreational vehicles, sale of, 
§55-17-419. 

Venue. 

Judicial review of commission decisions, 
§55-17-409. 
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RECREATIONAL VEHICLES —Cont’d 
Show permits, §55-17-411. 


RECYCLING, 
Motor vehicle registration. 
Used oil recycling. 
Promotional campaign, §55-4-133. 


RED LIGHT CAMERAS. 
Automated license plate recognition 
system. 
Limitation on storage of data, §55-10-302. 
Traffic law enforcement by camera, 
§55-8-198. 


REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER AT 
MEMPHIS (THE MED). 
License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-346. 


REGISTRATION. 
Motor vehicles, §§55-4-101 to 55-4-507. 


RELIGION. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility. 
Self-insurance, §55-12-111. 


REPAIRS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Ignition interlock devices. 
Removal after accident and for routine 
vehicle repairs, §55-10-425. 
Lemon law. 
Warranties on vehicles, §§55-24-101 to 
55-24-112. 
Loaner vehicles provided while repairs 
ongoing. 
Vicarious liability of dealer not triggered 
by accident caused by driver, 
§§55-10-311, 55-10-312. 


REPLICA LICENSE PLATES, §55-4-134. 


REPORTS. 
Motor vehicle financial responsibility. 
Verification program. 
Reporting to general assembly, 
§55-12-209. 
Motor vehicle registration. 
Computerized titling and registration 
system, §55-4-132. 
Motor vehicles. 
Accidents, §§55-10-107 to 55-10-120. 
Theft, §$55-5-101 to 55-5-103. 
Warranties. 
Nonconforming vehicles, §55-24-102. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses. 
Annual sales report, §55-17-417. 


REPOSSESSION. 
Motor vehicles. 
Law enforcement notification, §55-5-128. 


RESCUE SQUADS AND OTHER RESCUE 
WORKERS. 
License plates. 
Emergency plates. 
Eligibility, §55-4-223. 
Volunteer rescue squad workers. 
Motor vehicle registration. 
Fees. 
Exemption from fee, §55-4-140. 


INDEX 


RESTITUTION. 
Chop shops, §55-5-203. 
Motor vehicles. 

Chop shops, §55-5-203. 


RESTRICTED DRIVERS’ LICENSES, 
§55-50-505. 
Driving under the influence. 

Application for restricted license for vehicle 
with ignition interlock, program 
development fee, §55-10-422. 

Limited purpose restricted license, 
§55-10-409. 

Imposition of restrictions, §55-50-331. 

Minors, §55-50-312. 

Suspension of license for driving offense, 
§55-50-502. 


RETIRED FEMALE FIREFIGHTER. 
License plates, §55-4-231. 


RETIREMENT. 
Recreational vehicle franchises. 
Deceased, incapacitated, or retired dealer. 


Succession to dealership by family 
member, §55-28-106. 


REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 
Motor vehicles. 
Records. 
Disclosure of information in connection 


with motor vehicle records, 
§§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 


RICKSHAWS. 
Defined, §55-26-101. 
Ordinances. 

Local ordinances, §55-26-102. 


RIGHTS OF WAY. 
Funeral processions, §55-8-183. 
Streets and alleys. 
Motor vehicles emerging from alley, 
§55-8-150. 
Motor vehicles entering highway from 
driveways, §55-8-131. 
Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 


RIVERS. 
Protecting rivers and clean waters 
license plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-314. 


ROLLER SKATES. 


Clinging to vehicles prohibited, §55-8-174. 


Restrictions on use on highways, 
§55-8-173. 


ROTARY TRAFFIC ISLANDS. 
Driving to right of island, §55-8-122. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS. 
Automobile clubs and associations. 
Commissioner of commerce and insurance, 
§55-18-103. 
Violations. 
Penalty, §55-18-107. 
Bicycle safety rules, §55-52-105. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS —Cont’d 
License plates. 
Dealer plates, §55-4-226. 
Special plates, §55-4-206. 
Motor vehicles. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Commercial drivers’ licenses, §55-50-410. 
Commissioner, §55-50-202. 


Equipment. 
Promulgation by commissioner, 
§55-7-112. 
Ss 
SAFETY. 


Department of safety. 
Best behavior during traffic stops. 
Department to develop advisory 
guidelines, §55-8-206. 
Commissioner. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Interstate driver license compact. 
Administrator of compact, 
commissioner as, §55-50-903. 
Motor vehicles. 
Accidents. 

General provisions, §§55-10-101 to 

55-10-120. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
General provisions, §§55-50-101 to 
55-50-913. 
Financial responsibility. 
Generally, §§55-12-101 to 55-12-215. 
Records. 

Disclosure of information in connection 
with motor vehicle records, 
§§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 

Speed limits. 
Lowering or reducing, §55-8-152. 
Highway safety programs, §§55-20-101, 
55-20-102. 
Motorcycle rider education and safety, 
§§55-51-101 to 55-51-107. 
Motor vehicle accidents, §§55-10-101 to 
55-10-120. 
Motor vehicle safety. 
Highway safety programs. 
Counties. 
Participation, §55-20-101. 
Governor. 
Local highway safety programs. 
Approval, §55-20-101. 

Responsibility for administration, 
§55-20-102. 

Municipal corporations. 

Participation, §55-20-101. 

Motorcycle rider education and safety, 

§§55-51-101 to 55-51-107. 

Yellow dot medical information program, 

§§55-20-301 to 55-20-309. 

Off-highway vehicles. 
Child safety in operation of off-highway 

vehicles, §§55-52-201, 55-52-202. 
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SAFETY BELTS. 
Motor vehicles, §§55-9-601 to 55-9-610. 


SAINT JUDE CHILDREN’S RESEARCH 
HOSPITAL. 

License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-293. 


SALES. 

Automobile auctions. 
Defined, §55-17-102. 

Recreational vehicles. 
Franchises, §§55-28-101 to 55-28-111. 
Sales licenses, §§55-17-401 to 55-17-419. 


SALVAGE VEHICLES. 

Defined, §55-3-201. 

Disclosure on salvage title and notice to 
buyer, §55-3-209. 

Motor vehicle sales licenses, exceptions, 
§55-17-120. 


SANITATION. 
Motor vehicles. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 


Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 


SCHOOL BUSES. 
Cameras on school buses. 
Exterior cameras, traffic enforcement, 
§55-8-151. 
Criminal law and procedure. 
Discharging passengers. 
Violations of requirements, §55-8-151. 
Failure to stop for school bus, §55-8-151. 
Definitions, §§55-8-101, 55-50-102. 
Discharging passengers, §55-8-151. 
Drivers. 
Operating mobile telephone while driving, 
§55-8-192. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Definition of school bus for purpose of 
drivers’ licenses, §55-50-102. 
Markings. 
Requirements, §55-8-151. 
Misdemeanors. 
Discharging passengers. 
Violations of requirements, §55-8-151. 
Failure to stop for school bus, §55-8-151. 
Passengers. 
Discharge. 
Penalty for violations, §55-8-151. 
Railroads. 
Stopping at railroad grade crossings. 
Required, §55-8-147. 
Stopping for school buses. 
Requirements, §55-8-151. 
Telephone, use while driving, §55-8-192. 
Trailers. 
Prohibition, §55-7-204. 


SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION. 
Buildings. 
Entrances. 
Speed limits. 
Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Exits. 
Speed limits. 
Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 
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SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION —Cont’d 
Criminal law and procedure. 

Buses, failure to stop for, §55-8-151. 
Driver education. 

Violators, attendance in county of residence, 
§55-8-196. 

Drivers license of minor. 

Juvenile delinquency or conviction 
requiring school suspension or 
expulsion. 

Suspension of drivers’ license until 18 or 
for 2 years, §55-50-512. 

Revocation for withdrawal from secondary 
school, §§55-50-508, 55-50-509. 
Suspension for withdrawal or failure to 

maintain academic progress from 
secondary school, §55-50-502. 
Driver training schools, §§55-19-101 to 
55-19-112. 
Highways. 

Speed limits. 

Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Motorcycle rider education and safety, 

§§55-51-101 to 55-51-107. 

Motor vehicles. 

Driver training schools, §§55-19-101 to 
55-19-112. 

Motorcycle rider education and safety, 
§§55-51-101 to 55-51-107. 

Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Reckless driving. 

Special speed limits. 

Exceeding while school in session. 

Prima facie guilty, §55-8-152. 
Speed limits. 

Special speed limits. 

Reckless driving. 

Exceeding while school in session, 
§55-8-152. 
Suspension of pupils by principals. 

Drivers’ license suspension. 

Juvenile delinquency or conviction 
requiring school suspension or 
expulsion. 

Suspension of drivers’ license until 18 
or for 2 years, §55-50-512. 


SCOOTERS. 
Electric scooters. 
Defined, §55-8-101. 
Regulation of use and operation, §55-8-208. 


SCRAP METAL PURCHASES AND 
SALES. 
Motor vehicles. 

Criminal penalty for noncompliance with 
requirements regarding purchase of 
vehicles, §55-3-208. 

Reporting required on purchases, §55-3-203. 

Restrictions on purchase of vehicle for 
scrap, §55-3-208. 


SEARCHES AND SEIZURES. 
Body cavity searches. 
Driving under the influence, §55-10-411. 
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SEARCHES AND SEIZURES —Cont’d 
Driving under the influence. 


Strip and body cavity searches, $55-10-411. 


Motor vehicles. 
Documents and plates, §55-2-108. 
Methamphetamine. 
Driving while in possession of, 
§55-50-506. 
Stolen vehicles, §55-5-108. 
Strip searches. 
Driving under the influence, §55-10-411. 
Search warrants. 
Motor vehicles. 


Tests for alcohol or drug content of blood. 


Warrant requirement for blood test, 
§55-10-406. 
Strip searches. 
Driving under the influence, §55-10-411. 


SEAT BELTS. 
Safety belts generally, §§55-9-601 to 
55-9-610. 


SEEING-EYE DOGS. 
Blind persons. 
Right of way. 


Pedestrians led by guide dogs, §55-8-180. 


SELECTIVE SERVICE REGISTRATION. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Consent to registration on application, 
§55-50-321. 
Department of safety. 
Electronic transmittal of information, 
§55-50-205. 
Motor vehicle records. 
Disclosures of information in connection 
with motor vehicle records. 
Personal information, disclosures, 
§55-25-105. 


SENTENCING. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§55-10-402. 
Fines. 
Reform act. 
Adjustment to reflect cost of living 
increases. 
Disabled parking enforcement fine, 
§55-21-108. 
Reform act. 
Fines. 
Adjustment to refiect cost of living 
increases. 
Disabled parking enforcement fines, 
§55-21-108. 


SERVICE ANIMALS. 
License plates. 
Service Dogs Changing Lives plates, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-383. 
Right of way. 
Pedestrians led by guide dogs, §55-8-180. 


SERVICE DOGS CHANGING LIVES. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-383. 
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SERVICE OF PROCESS. 
Automobile clubs and associations. 
Appointment of agent for service of process, 
§55-18-105. 


SEXUAL OFFENDER REGISTRATION, 
VERIFICATION AND TRACKING. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Sexual or violent offender identification, 
§55-50-353. 


SHARE THE ROAD LICENSE PLATES, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-312. 


SHELBY PARK. 
License plates. 
Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-313. 


SHERIFFS. 
Fees. 
Speeding violations. 
Fee for making arrests, §55-8-152. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-222. 
Tennessee Sheriffs Association license 
plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-325. 
Speeding violations. 
Fee for making arrests, §55-8-152. 


SHOPPING CENTERS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Accidents. 
Duties of drivers involved in. 
Applicability to premises of shopping 
centers, §§55-10-101 to 55-10-107. 
Law enforcement officer’s entry into center 
premises for inspection purposes, 
§55-10-316. 


SHORT TITLES. 

Automated Vehicles Act, §55-30-101. 

Bicycle Protection Act of 2007, §55-8-175. 

Disabled Drivers Law of 1975, §55-21-101. 

Financial Responsibility Law of 1977, 
§55-12-101. 

Interstate Driver License Compact, 
§55-50-901. 
Generally, §§55-50-901 to 55-50-903. 
James Lee Atwood Jr. Law, §55-12-201. 
Jeff Roth and Brian Brown Bicycle 
Protection Act of 2007, §55-8-175. 

Motor Vehicle Chop Shop Act of 2000, 
§§55-5-201 to 55-5-206. 

Motor Vehicle Recall and Disclosure 
Law, §55-29-101. 

Motor Vehicle Records Disclosure Act, 
§55-25-101. 

Motor Vehicle Storage Act of 1980, 
§55-23-101. 

Motor Vehicle Title and Registration 
Law, §55-1-101. 

Recreational vehicle franchise act of 
2016, §55-28-101. 

Tennessee Financial Responsibility Law 
of 1977, §55-12-101. 

Tennessee Motor Vehicle Title and 
Registration Law, §55-1-101. 
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SHORT TITLES —Cont’d 

Tennessee Recreational Vehicle 
Franchise Act of 2016, §55-28-101. 

Tennessee Unattended Children in Motor 
Vehicle Safety Act, §55-10-801. 

Unattended Children in Motor Vehicle 
Safety Act, §55-10-801. 

Uniform Classified and Commercial 
Driver’s License Act of 1988, 
§55-50-101. 

Uniform Motor Vehicle Records 
Disclosure Act, §55-25-101. 

Vanessa K. Free Emergency Services 
Training Act, §55-8-194. 

Voluntary Contributions to Organ Donor 
Programs, §55-4-601. 


SIDEWALKS. 
Bicycles. 
Parking on sidewalks, §55-8-160. 
Motor vehicles. 
Stopping, standing or parking on sidewalk 
prohibited, §55-8-160. 


SIGNS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Loose material. 
Identification of vehicles hauling loose 
material. 
Sign or placard, §55-7-113. 
Window signs. 
Obscene or patently offensive window 
signs. 
Prohibited, §55-8-187. 
Recreational vehicle sales licenses. 
Operation of one additional business at 
established place of business, 
§55-17-416. 


SILVER STAR RECIPIENTS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 


SIRENS. 
Emergency vehicles, §55-9-201. 


SLOW POKE LAW. 
Highways, §55-8-204. 


SMALL MOUTH BASS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-304. 


SNOWMOBILES. 

Certificates of title, §55-3-101. 

Child safety in operation of off-highway 
vehicles, §§55-52-201, 55-52-202. 


SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Required of applicant for license, storage of 
information, §55-50-321. 


SOLID TIRES. 
Defined, §§55-1-110, 55-8-101. 


SOLID WASTE. 
Motor vehicles. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 


INDEX 


SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS 
LICENSE PLATES, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-322. 


SPEED CAMERAS. 
Traffic law enforcement by camera, 
§55-8-198. 


SPEEDWAYS. 
Motor vehicle racing generally, 
§§55-22-101 to 55-22-105. 


SPORTSMAN LICENSE PLATES, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-305. 


SPOTLIGHTS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Exceptions to required lights, §55-9-402. 
Lamps or spotlights facing backwards. 
Operation of vehicle prohibited, 
§55-9-415. 


STATE FAIR AND EXPOSITION. 
License plates. 
The Fairgrounds Nashville, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-307. 


STATE HORSE. 
Tennessee walking horse. 
Special license plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-316. 


STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Warranties, §55-24-107. 
One year. 
Motor vehicles. 
Warranties. 
When 1 year period applies, 
§55-24-107. 
Six month. 
Motor vehicles. 
Warranties. 
When 6 months period applies, 
§$55-24-107. 


STIMULANTS. 

Driving under the influence of 
intoxicant, drug or drug producing 
stimulant, $§55-10-401 to 55-10-425. 


STREETS. 
Blind persons. 
Canes. 
Exclusive right to carry raised identifying 
cane, §55-8-179. 
Right of way of pedestrians carrying 
identifying cane, §55-8-180. 
Guide dogs. 
Right of way of pedestrians led by guide 
dogs, §55-8-180. 
Right of way. 
Pedestrians led by guide dog or carrying 
identifying cane, §55-8-180. 
Deaf persons. 
Blaze orange dog leashes. 
Use restricted to deaf persons, §55-8-179. 
Municipal corporations. 
Speed limits. 
Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 


INDEX 


STREETS —Cont’d 
Rights of way. 
Motor vehicles, §§55-8-128 to 55-8-130. 
Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 
Rules of the road. 
General provisions, §§55-8-101 to 55-8-209. 
Schools. 
Speed limits. 
Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 


STREET SWEEPERS. 
Operation, §55-8-190. 


STRIP SEARCHES. 
Driving under the influence, §55-10-411. 


STUDDED TIRES. 
Use on highways, §55-9-106. 


SUBSTANCE ABUSE. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged. 
Alcohol and drug treatment. 
Assessment and treatment as conditions 
of probation, §55-10-410. 
Inpatient treatment, §55-10-402. 
Substance abuse treatment program. 
Condition of probation, §55-10-402. 


SUFFRAGE. 
Women’s Suffrage Centennial. 
License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-387. 


SUMMONS AND PROCESS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Witnesses. 
Commissioner may summon witnesses, 
§55-2-110. 


SUPREME COURT. 
Judges. 
License plates. 
Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-221. 
License plates. 
Judiciary plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-221. 
SURVEILLANCE. 
Traffic laws enforced by camera. 
Nonmoving violation for citation based 


solely on unmanned traffic enforcement 
camera, §55-8-198. 


T 


TAILGATING. 
Generally, §55-8-124., 


TAILLIGHTS. 
Motor vehicle equipment. 
Requirements, §55-9-402. 


TAMPERING. 
Ignition interlock devices, §55-10-417. 


TAPE PLAYERS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Excessive noise from amplification system, 
§55-8-193. 
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TAXATION. 
Motor vehicles. 
Privilege tax, §55-4-101. 
Fine for failure to pay, §55-4-105. 
Wheel tax. 
Fine for failure to pay, §55-4-105. 
Records, period to be maintained by 
county clerk, §55-4-103. 
Wheel tax. 
Fine for failure to pay, §55-4-105. 
Records, period to be maintained by county 
clerk, §55-4-103. 


TELEVISION. 
Criminal law and procedure. 
Prohibited in motor vehicles, §55-9-105. 
Misdemeanors. 
Prohibited in motor vehicles, §55-9-105. 
Motor vehicles. 
In motor vehicles, §55-9-105. 


TENNESSEE AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 
PLAN, §55-12-136. 


TENNESSEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AND INDUSTRY. 
License plates, §$55-4-203, 55-4-379. 


TENNESSEE RECREATIONAL VEHICLE 
FRANCHISE ACT OF 2016, §55-28-101. 
Generally, §§55-28-101 to 55-28-111. 


TENNESSEE SHERIFFS ASSOCIATION 
LICENSE PLATES, 8§55-4-203, 
55-4-325. 


TENNESSEE’S VETERANS LICENSE 
PLATES, §55-4-203. 


TENNESSEE TITANS LICENSE PLATES, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-334. 


TENNESSEE WALKING HORSE. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-316. 


TENNESSEE WILDLIFE FEDERATION. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-309. 
Nongame and education program, 
§55-4-310. 


TERRORISM. 
Drivers’ licenses. 
Forged or fraudulent licenses. 
Penalties, §55-50-602. 


TEXT MESSAGES. 
Traffic laws. 
Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 
THE CENTER FOR LIVING AND 


LEARNING. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-381. 


THE FAIRGROUNDS NASHVILLE. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-307. 
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THREATS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Financing sale of motor vehicles. 
Prima facie evidence of restraint of 
competition, §55-13-103. 


TIMBER. 
Motor vehicles or trailers transporting 
logs intrastate. 
Lighting requirements, §55-9-405. 


TIRES. 
Secondhand automobile tires and 
accessories, §§55-14-101 to 55-14-107. 


TITLE. 
Motor vehicles. 
Certificates of title, §§55-3-101 to 55-3-210. 


TORTS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Imputed liability. 
Learner’s permit. 
Accompanying driver, §55-50-311. 
License application, §55-50-312. 


TOWING. 
Motor vehicle equipment. 
Lights. 
Flashing white or amber lights. 
Exception to prohibition, §55-9-402. 
Motor vehicles. 
Heavy-duty towing and recovery vehicles. 
Maximum weight per axle or group of 
axles, exemptions, §55-7-203. 
Illegally stopped vehicles. 
Police officers authorized to remove, 
§55-8-159. 
Immobile motor vehicles. 
Restrictions on, §55-16-111. 
Parking in space reserved for disabled. 
Towing vehicle illegally parked, 
§55-21-108. 
Special permits. 
Length and width of vehicles, §55-7-205. 
Unattended motor vehicles. 
Restrictions on, §55-16-111. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles. 
General provisions, §§55-16-103 to 
55-16-113. 
Notifications by towing firm of possession 
of vehicles, §55-16-105. 
Police authority to take possession, 
§55-16-104. 
Restrictions on towing immobile or 
unattended vehicles, §55-16-111. 
Towing firm’s enforcement of lien, 
§55-16-107. 


TOYS. 
Toy vehicles. 
Clinging to vehicles. 
Prohibited, §55-8-174. 
Highways. 
Restrictions on use on highways, 
§55-8-173. 


TRADITIONAL MUSIC CENTER 
SUPPORTERS. 
License plates, §55-4-203. 


INDEX 


TRAFFIC-CONTROL SIGNALS. 

Alteration. 

Prohibited, §55-8-114. 

Bicycles unable to trigger vehicle 
detection device at intersection, 
§55-8-110. 

Camera to enforce. 

Nonmoving violation for citation based 
solely on unmanned traffic enforcement 
camera, §55-8-198. 

Colors, §55-8-110. 

Defacement, alteration, etc. 

Prohibited, §55-8-114. 

Defined, §55-8-101. 

Emergency vehicles. 

Privileges of authorized emergency vehicles, 
§55-8-108. 

Flashing signals, §55-8-112. 

Generally, §55-8-110. 

Indication of ownership on, §55-8-184. 

Inoperative signals. 

Stop required, proceed with caution, 
§55-8-110. 

Interference with. 

Prohibited, §55-8-114. 

Left turn on red, §55-8-110. 

Minimum time exposure for yellow light, 
§55-8-110. 

Misdemeanors. 

Unlawful possession, §55-8-184. 

Motorcycles unable to trigger vehicle 
detection device at intersection, 
§55-8-110. 

Obedience required, §55-8-109. 

Pedestrians, §§55-8-110, 55-8-111. 

Subject to traffic-control signals, §55-8-133. 

Removal. 

Prohibited, §55-8-114. 

Stop line, stopping before, §55-8-110. 

Stopping, standing and parking. 

Prohibited within thirty feet of 
traffic-control signals, §55-8-160. 

Timing-control devices, §55-8-110. 

Unauthorized signals. 

Display or sale prohibited, §55-8-113. 

Uniform arrangement of colored lenses, 
§55-8-110. 

Unlawful possession, §55-8-184. 


TRAFFIC LAWS. 
Animals. 
Persons riding animals or driving 
animal-drawn vehicles, §55-8-105. 
Applicability of provisions. 
Bicycles. 
Persons riding, §55-8-172. 
Motorcycles, §55-8-181. 
Persons riding animals or driving 
animal-drawn vehicles, §55-8-105. 
Persons working on highways. 
Exceptions, §55-8-107. 
Vehicles upon highways, §55-8-102. 
Automated license plate recognition 
system. 
Limitation on storage of data, §55-10-302. 


INDEX 


TRAFFIC LAWS —Cont’d 
Backing. 
Limitations, §55-8-163. 
Beds of truck. 
Transporting child, §55-8-189. 
Best behavior during traffic stops. 
Department of safety to develop advisory 
guidelines, §55-8-206. 
Bicycle lanes. 
Operating motor vehicles within, §55-8-205. 
Bicycles. 
Applicability to persons riding bicycles, 
§55-8-172. 
Business districts. 
Speed zones established, $55-8-153, 
Camera to enforce. 


Automated license plate recognition system. 
Limitation on storage of data, §55-10-302. 


Nonmoving violation for citation based 
solely on unmanned traffic enforcement 
camera, §55-8-198. 

Cell phones. 

Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 

electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 
Child transported in truck bed, §55-8-189. 
Coasting, §55-8-167. 
Congested areas. 
Speed zones established, §55-8-153. 
Controlled-access roads. 

Defined, §55-8-101. 

Driving onto or from, §55-8-126. 

Restrictions on use, §55-8-127. 

Definitions, §55-8-101. 
Divided highways. 

Driving on, §55-8-125. 

Driver education for violators. 

Attendance in county of residence, 
$55-8-196. 

Due care. 
Drivers to exercise, §55-8-136. 
Electric bicycles. 

Applicability to persons riding bicycles, 

§55-8-172. 
E-mail. 

Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 

electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 
Following too closely, §55-8-124. 
Funeral processions, §55-8-183. 

Motorcycle helmet law, exception, 

§55-9-302. 
Hands-free devices. 

Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 

Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 
Hazardous waste. 

Unattended motor vehicles containing, 

§55-8-162. 
Inoperative traffic signals. 

Stop required, proceed with caution, 

§55-8-110. 
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Intersections. 

Defined, §55-8-101. 

Pedestrians. 

Subject to traffic-control signals at 
intersections, §55-8-133. 

Rights of way. 

Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 

Vehicle entering stop intersection, 
§55-8-130. 

Vehicles approaching or entering 
intersection, §55-8-128. 

Vehicle turning left at intersection, 
§55-8-129. 

Speed zones established at dangerous 
intersections, §55-8-153. 

Stopping, standing or parking within 
intersection prohibited, §55-8-160. 

Turning. 

Required position and method of turning, 
§55-8-140. 

Right of way. 

Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 

Vehicle turning left at intersection, 
§55-8-129. 

Laned roadways. 

Driving on roadways laned for traffic, 
§55-8-123. 

Regulations restricting truck tractors and 
semitrailers to specific lanes on certain 
highways, §55-8-195. 

Left side of roadway. 

Limitations on driving on, §§55-8-117, 

55-8-119, 55-8-120. 
License plates. 

Automated license plate recognition system. 

Limitation on storage of data, §55-10-302. 

Medical waste. 

Unattended motor vehicles containing 

medical waste, §55-8-162. 
Misdemeanors. 

Driving on roadways laned for traffic, 
§55-8-123. 

Due care. 

Failure of drivers to exercise, §55-8-136. 
Following too closely, §55-8-124. 
Obedience to police officers, §55-8-104. 
Obstruction of driver’s view of driving 

mechanism, §55-8-165. 

Off-highway vehicles. 

Operation on certain highway, §55-8-185. 
School or church bus. 

Failure to stop for, §55-8-151. 
Tailgating, §55-8-124. 

Violations, §§55-8-103, 55-10-301. 

Mobile telephones. 

Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 

Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 


I —————— 
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Motorcycles. 
Applicability to motorcycle operators, 
§55-8-181. 
Mountain highways. 
Driving on, §55-8-166. 
Movies. 
Obscene or patently offensive movies. 
Display visible to other drivers, 
prohibition, fine, §55-8-187. 
Municipal corporations. 

Enforcement within municipalities, 
§55-10-308. 

Ordinances adopting statutes and 
regulations concerning traffic, 
accidents, etc, §55-10-307. 

Noise from motor vehicles. 

Excessive noise from amplification system, 

§55-8-193. 
Obstruction of driver’s view of driving 
mechanism, §55-8-165. 
Off-highway vehicles. 
County roads, operation on, §55-8-203. 
One-way roads. 

Driving only in direction indicated, 

§55-8-122. 
Parking. 
Angle parking. 


Local authorities may permit, §55-8-161. 


Bridges. 
Stopping, standing or parking on bridge 
prohibited, §55-8-160. 
Curves. 
Distance from curve, §55-8-161. 
Disabled drivers. 
Certificate or placard displayed, 
§55-8-160. 
Disabled veteran decal, §55-21-111. 
Exceptions for disabled persons, 
§55-8-160. 
Parking in space reserved for persons 
with disabilities. 
Prohibition, §55-8-160. 
Privileges, §55-21-105. 
Disabled veterans, §55-21-105. 
Reciprocal agreements with other 
states, §55-21-105. 
Spaces. 
Providing of spaces, §55-21-105. 
Unauthorized parking in spaces 
designated for disabled. 
Penalty, §55-21-108. 
Unauthorized use of certificate of 
identification for disabled veterans, 
etc., §55-21-106. 
Van-accessible spaces, §55-21-105. 
Volunteer enforcement of handicapped 
parking laws and ordinances, 
§55-21-110. 
Disabled passengers. 
Definition of disabled passenger, 
§55-21-102. 
Privileges, §55-21-105. 
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TRAFFIC LAWS —Cont’d 
Parking —Cont’d 
Emergency vehicles. 

Privileges of authorized emergency 
vehicles, §55-8-108. 

Entrance or exit ramps of highways, 
§55-8-158. 

Highways outside of business or residence 
districts, §55-8-158. 

Officers authorized to remove illegally 
stopped vehicles, §55-8-159. 

Highways outside of municipalities. 

Stopping, standing and parking 

restrictions. 
Signs, §55-8-161. 
Intersections. 

Stopping, standing or parking within 

intersection prohibited, §55-8-160. 
Prohibited in specified places, $55-8-160. 
Rented vehicles. 

Responsibility for illegal parking, 
§55-8-186. 

Requirements as to unattended vehicle, 
$55-8-162. 

Responsibility for illegal parking, §55-8-186. 

Signs prohibiting or restricting, §55-8-161. 

Veterans. 

Exceptions for disabled veterans, 
§§55-8-160, 55-21-105. 

Penalties for violations, §55-21-108. 
Passing. 
Bicycles being overtaken and passed by 
motor vehicles. 

Clearance between motorist and bicyclist 
to be established and maintained, 
§55-8-175. 

Church buses, §55-8-151. » 
No-passing zones, §55-8-121. 
Overtaking a vehicle on the left, §55-8-117. 

Limitations on, §55-8-119. 

Overtaking a vehicle on the right. 
When permitted, §55-8-118. 
School buses, §55-8-151. 
Vehicles proceeding in opposite directions, 
§55-8-116. 
Youth buses, §55-8-151. 
Personal delivery devices. 
Defined, §55-8-101. 
Operators. 

Definition of personal delivery device 

operator, §55-8-101. 
Use and operation, regulation, §55-8-209. 
Pickup trucks. 
Transporting child in truck bed, §55-8-189. 
Platoons. 
Definitions, §55-8-101. 
Following too closely, exceptions, §55-8-124. 
Operation of a platoon, §55-8-201. 
Police and other law enforcement 
officers. 
Obedience to police officers, $55-8-104. 
Railroads. 
Grade crossings. 
Common law right of recovery. 
Provisions not to affect, §55-8-146. 
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TRAFFIC LAWS —Cont’d 
Railroads —Cont’d 
Grade crossings —Cont’d 

Heavy equipment. 

Moving heavy equipment at grade 
crossings, §55-8-148. 

Obedience to signal indicating approach 
of train or other on-track equipment, 
§55-8-145. 

Parking. 

Stopping, standing or parking within 
fifty feet prohibited, §55-8-160. 

Stopping. 

All vehicles must stop at certain grade 
crossings, §55-8-146. 
Certain vehicles must stop at all 


railroad grade crossings, §55-8-147. 


Common law right of recovery. 
Provisions not to affect, §55-8-146. 

Stopping, standing or parking within 

fifty feet prohibited, §55-8-160. 
Signals. 

Definition of railroad sign or signal, 
§55-8-101. 

Obedience to signal indicating approach 
of train or other on-track equipment, 
§55-8-145. 

Residential districts. 

Speed zones established, §55-8-153. 
Right of way. 

Alleys. 

Emerging from alley, §55-8-150. 
Authorized emergency vehicles, §55-8-132. 
Buildings. 

Emerging from building, §55-8-150. 
Driveways. 

Emerging from driveway, §55-8-150. 

Vehicles entering highway from, 
§55-8-131. 

Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 

Failure to yield resulting in serious bodily 

injury or death, §55-8-197. 

Funeral processions, §55-8-183. 
Intersections. 

Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 

Vehicle entering stop intersection, 
§55-8-130. 

Vehicles approaching or entering 
intersection, §55-8-128. 

Vehicle turning left at intersection, 
§55-8-129. 

Pedestrians. 

Blind persons. 

Pedestrian led by guide dog or carrying 
identifying cane, §55-8-180. 

Crosswalks, §55-8-134. 

Private road or driveway. 


Vehicle entering highway from, §55-8-131. 


Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 
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TRAFFIC LAWS —Cont’d 
Right of way —Cont’d 
Solid waste vehicles, stationary, §55-8-132. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 
Through highway. 

Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 

Vehicle entering, §55-8-130. 

Utility vehicles, stationary, §55-8-132. 
Right side of roadway. 

Driving on, §55-8-115. 

Exceptions, §55-8-115. 

Roadways laned for traffic. 

Driving on, §55-8-123. 
Rotary traffic islands. 

Driving to right of, §55-8-122. 
Schools. 

Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Scope of provisions. 

Bicycles, §55-8-172. 

Motorcycles, §55-8-181. 

Persons riding animals or driving 

animal-drawn vehicles, §55-8-105. 

Persons working on highways. 

Exceptions, §55-8-107. 

Public officers and employees, §55-8-106. 
Vehicles upon highways, §55-8-102. 
Slow poke law, §$55-8-204. 
Speed. 
Bridges. 
Vehicles crossing bridges, §55-8-156. 
Business, urban or residential districts. 
Speed zones, establishment, §55-8-153. 
Charging violations. 
Required specifications in complaint, 
§55-8-157. 
Congested areas. 
Speed zones, establishment, §55-8-153. 
Counties. 
Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Speed zones, establishment, §55-8-153. 
Dangerous intersections. 
Speed zones, establishment, §55-8-153. 
Emergency vehicles. 
Authorized emergency vehicles. 
Exceeding speed limits, §55-8-108. 
Establishment of speed zones, §55-8-153. 
Funeral processions, §55-8-183. 
Interstate and defense highway system, 
§55-8-152. 
Limits, §55-8-152. 

Arrest for violations. 

Fees of law enforcement officers, 
§55-8-152. 

Controlled-access highways, §55-8-152. 

Counties. 

Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Fees of officers making arrests, §55-8-152. 

Fines for speeding, §55-8-152. 

Lowering speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Motor-driven cycles. 

Maximum speed, §55-8-155. 
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TRAFFIC LAWS —Cont’d 
Speed —Cont’d 
Limits —Cont’d 

Municipal corporations. 

Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Reducing, §55-8-152. 

Schools. 

Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Special speed limitations, §§55-8-152, 

55-8-156. 

Trucks, §55-8-152. 

Lowering speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Maximum speed, §55-8-152. 

Motor-driven cycles, §55-8-155. 
Minimum speed, §55-8-154. 
Misdemeanors. 

Bridges. 

Vehicles crossing bridges, §55-8-156. 

Maximum speed. 

Motor-driven cycles, §55-8-155. 
Violations, §55-8-152. 

Minimum speed. 

Violations, §55-8-154. 

Speed zone violations, §55-8-153. 
Motor-driven cycles, §55-8-155. 
Municipal corporations. 

Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 

Speed zones, establishment, §55-8-153. 
Reckless driving. 

Special speed limits. 

Exceeding while school in session, 
§55-8-152. 
Reducing speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Schools. 
Special speed limits, §55-8-152. 
Reckless driving. 
Exceeding while school in session, 
§55-8-152. 
Special speed limits, §§55-8-152, 55-8-156. 
State highways where lower speed limit 
shown to be necessary for public safety 
reasons. 
Municipality authority to establish speed 
zone, §55-8-153. 
Trucks, §55-8-152. 
Zones. 
Establishment of speed zones, §55-8-153. 
Stand-alone electronic devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 
Standing. 
Emergency vehicles. 
Privileges of authorized emergency 
vehicles, §55-8-108. 
Entrance or exit ramps of highways, 
§55-8-158. 
Highways outside of business or residence 
districts, §55-8-158. 

Officers authorized to remove illegally 
stopped vehicles, §55-8-159. 
Prohibited in specified places, §55-8-160. 
Requirements as to unattended motor 

vehicle, §55-8-162. 


INDEX 


TRAFFIC LAWS —Cont’d 

Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 

Stopping. 

Entrance or exit ramps of highways, 
§55-8-158. 

Highways outside of business or residence 
districts, §55-8-158. 

Officers authorized to remove illegally 
stopped vehicles, §55-8-159. 
Prohibited in specified places, §55-8-160. 

School or church bus receiving or 
discharging passengers, §55-8-151. 

Signals. 

Hand and arm signal for slowing down or 

stopping, §55-8-143. 

Required, §55-8-142. 

Stop signs. 

Required to stop, §55-8-149. 

Tailgating, §55-8-124. 
Text messages. 

Wireless telecommunications or stand-alone 
electronic devices. 

Operating while driving prohibited, 

§55-8-199. 
Truck beds. 
Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 
Trucks. 

Speed. 

Limits, §55-8-152. 

Turning. 

Bicycles unable to trigger vehicle detection 
device at intersection, §55-8-110. 

Crest of grade. 

Turning on prohibited, §55-8-141. 
Curves. 

Turning on curve prohibited, §55-8-141. 
Intersections. 

Required position and method of turning, 

§55-8-140. 

Right of way. 

Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 

Vehicle turning left at intersection, 
§55-8-129. 

Left turns. 

Left turn on red, §55-8-110. 

Required position and method, §55-8-140. 

Yielding right of way at intersection, 

§55-8-129. 

Failure to yield right of way causing 
serious bodily injury or death, 
§55-8-197. 

Motorcycles unable to trigger vehicle 
detection device at intersection, 
§55-8-110. 

Movements. 

Required turning movements, §55-8-142. 
Required position and method, §55-8-140. 
Signals, §55-8-143. 

Hand and arm signals, §§55-8-143, 

55-8-144. 

Required, §55-8-142. 


INDEX 


TRAFFIC LAWS —Cont’d 
Turning —Cont’d 
Signals —Cont’d 
Signal devices, §55-8-144. 
Unattended motor vehicles, §55-8-162. 
Urban districts. 
Speed zones established, §55-8-153. 
Wireless telecommunications devices. 
Operating while driving prohibited, 
§55-8-199. 
Yielding right of way at intersection, 
§55-8-129. 
Failure to yield resulting in serious bodily 
injury or death, §55-8-197. 
TRAILER COURTS. 
Motor vehicle accidents. 
Duties of drivers. 


Applicability to premises of trailer courts, 
§§55-10-101 to 55-10-107. 


TRAILERS. 
Identification number. 


New trailers manufactured in state for sale. 


Requirement, §55-5-106. 
Tires. 
New tires appropriate for weight rating 
required, §55-9-217. 


TRAILS. 
Bicycles. 

Electric bicycles. 

Operation on street, highway, path, or 
trail, §55-8-306. 

Electric bicycles. 

Operation on street, highway, path, or trail, 

§55-8-306. 


TRANSDERMAL MONITORING DEVICE. 
Driving under the influence. 
Defined, §55-10-424. 
Substance abuse treatment program as a 
condition of probation. 
Use of monitoring system, §55-10-402. 


TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT. 
Electric personal assistive mobility 
devices. 
Authority to regulate or prohibit, 
§55-53-104. 
Low speed vehicles. 
Prohibitions, §55-8-191. 
Manufactured homes. 
Permits. 
Transporting mobile homes. 
Administration by department, 
§55-4-411. 
Medium speed vehicles. 
Prohibitions, §55-8-191. 
Speed zones. 
Establishment, §55-8-153. 
Yellow dot medical information program. 
Donations, grants, etc. 
Acceptance, §55-20-303. 
Folder with forms and decals, assembly, 
§55-20-306. 
Implementation of program, §55-20-301. 
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TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 
—Cont’d 
Yellow dot medical information program 
—Cont’d 
Printing form, §55-20-306. 
Publicizing program, §55-20-304. 
Standard medical information form, 
creation, §55-20-305. 


TRANSPORTATION NETWORK 
COMPANIES. 
Drivers. 
Insurance requirements, §55-12-141. 
Insurance requirements for drivers, 
§55-12-141. 
Motor vehicle equipment. 
Lights. 
Identifying lights, §55-9-402. 


TREBLE DAMAGES. 
Chop shops. 
Civil remedies, §55-5-206. 


TROUT UNLIMITED. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-303. 


TRUCK BEDS. 
Transporting child in, §55-8-189. 


TRUSTS AND TRUSTEES. 
Motor vehicle dealers, distributors and 
manufacturers. 
Funds held in trust by, §§55-27-101 to 
55-27-106. 
Dealers, §55-27-102. 
Definitions, §55-27-101. 
Distributors, §55-27-104. 
Manufacturers, §55-27-103. 
Security interest in funds, §55-27-106. 
Status of funds, §55-27-105. 


TURKEYS. 
National wild turkey federation. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-306. 


TURNING. 
Traffic laws, §§55-8-110, 55-8-129, 55-8-140 
to 55-8-144. 


U 


UNATTENDED MOTOR VEHICLES. 

Children left unattended in motor 
vehicles, §§55-10-801 to 55-10-804. 

Defined, §55-16-103. 

Towing restrictions, §55-16-111. 

Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles 
generally, §§55-16-103 to 55-16-1138. 


UNCLAIMED PROPERTY. 
Motor vehicles. 
Unclaimed or abandoned vehicles, 
§§55-16-103 to 55-16-113. 


UNIFORM LAWS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Records. 


Uniform motor vehicle records disclosure 
act, §§55-25-101 to 55-25-112. 
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UNITED STATES. 
Judges. 
License plates, §55-4-203. 
License plates. 
Government service license plates, 
§55-4-219. 
Judges, §55-4-203. 


UNIVERSITY AND POSTSECONDARY 
EDUCATION. 
College savings trust. 
Trust funds. 
Motor vehicle registration or wheel tax 
incentive. 
Implementation for participation in 
college savings plan, §55-4-125. 
Fisk University. 
License plates. 
Proceeds from certain plates to benefit 
historically black colleges, §55-4-294. 
Knoxville College. 
License plates. 
Proceeds from certain plates to benefit 
historically black colleges, §55-4-294. 
Lane College. 
License plates. 
Proceeds from certain plates to benefit 
historically black colleges, §55-4-294. 
LeMoyne-Owen College. 
License plates. 
Proceeds to benefit historically black 
colleges, §55-4-294. 
License plates. 
Collegiate plates. 
Administrative issuance, §55-4-210. 
Defined, §55-4-201. 
Enumeration of categories, §55-4-203. 
Format, §55-4-241. 


UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS. 
License plates. 
University of Arkansas alumni, §§55-4-2038, 
55-4-204, 55-4-244. 


UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA ALUMNI. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-243. 


UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI. 
License plates, §$55-4-203, 55-4-367. 


UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI. 
License plates. 
University of Mississippi alumni, 
§§55-4-208, 55-4-245. 


UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE. 
License plates. 

Alumni Program of the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-340. 

University of Tennessee Health Science 
Center, §§55-4-203, 55-4-341. 

University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers 
NCAA national championships, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 55-4-338. 

University of Tennessee national 
championship, §§$55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 
55-4-339. 


INDEX 


UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-368. 


UTILITY VEHICLES. 
Stationary vehicles with lights flashing. 
Duties of approaching drivers, §55-8-132. 


Vv 


VANDERBILT CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
LICENSE PLATES, §55-4-204. 


VANESSA K. FREE EMERGENCY 
SERVICES TRAINING ACT, §55-8-194. 


VEHICLES. 
Schools. 
Driver training schools, §§55-19-101 to 
55-19-112. 


VEHICULAR HOMICIDE. 
Driving while intoxicated or drugged, 
§55-10-402. 


VENUE. 
Motor vehicle sales. 

Licenses. 

Actions involving manufacturers and 
dealers, §55-17-115. 

Recreational vehicle sales licenses. 

Judicial review of commission decisions, 

§55-17-409. 


VETERANS. 
Disabled veterans. 
License plates, §55-4-256. 
Disabled Veterans (service-connected), 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-277. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Motor vehicles. 
Registration. 
Fees, exemptions, §55-4-137. 
License plates. 
Air Force Cross recipients, §55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Air Medal recipients, §55-4-203. 
Air Medal (Meritorious) recipients, 
§§55-4-204, 55-4-260. 
Air Medal (Valor) recipients, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Bronze Star (Meritorious) recipients, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-260. 
Bronze Star (Valor) recipients, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Congressional Medal of Honor recipients, 
§55-4-258. 
Disabled veterans, §55-4-256. 
Exemption from fees, §55-4-137. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
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License plates —Cont’d Car sharing program insurance 


Disabled veterans —Cont’d 

Service-connected, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 

55-4-277. 

Distinguished Flying Cross recipients, 

§§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-259. 
Distinguished Service Cross recipients, 

§55-4-259. 

Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 

Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Enemy evadees, §$55-4-203, 55-4-263. 

Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 
Former prisoners of war, §§55-4-203, 

55-4-261. 

Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 

Honorably discharged veterans, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-253. 

Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 
Memorial plates, §§55-4-250, 55-4-256. 
Navy Cross recipients, §§55-4-203, 

55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Pearl Harbor survivors, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-262. 
Purple Heart holders, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 
55-4-257. 
Surviving spouse decal, §55-4-266. 
Silver Star recipients, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-259. 
Memorial registration plates, §55-4-250. 
Annual verification process, §55-4-251. 
Sons of Confederate Veterans, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-322. 
Submarine veterans, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-204, 
55-4-268. 
Tennessee women veterans, §55-4-267. 
Women Veterans of America, §§55-4-208, 
55-4-204, 55-4-267. 
Women Veterans of Color, §§55-4-208, 
55-4-204, 55-4-276. 
Motor vehicles. 
Certificate of identification for disabled 
veterans, §55-21-106. 
Disabled veterans. 
Certificate of identification, §55-21-106. 
Disabled veteran decal, §55-21-111. 


Parking privileges, §§55-8-160, 55-21-105. 


Certificate of identification, §55-21-106. 
Penalties for violations, §55-21-108. 
Volunteer enforcement of handicapped 
parking laws and ordinances, 
§55-21-110. 
Parking. 
Certificate of identification for disabled 
veterans, §55-21-106. 
Exceptions for disabled veterans, 
§§55-8-160, 55-21-105. 
Penalties for violations, §55-21-108. 
Registration of vehicles. 
Disability connected to service. 
Exemption from registration fees, 
§55-4-137. 


coverage. 
Exemption from vicarious liability for 
program and owner, §55-12-306. 
Family purpose doctrine. 
Motor vehicles, §§55-50-311, 55-50-312. 
Loaner vehicles provided while repairs 
ongoing. 
Vicarious liability of dealer not triggered by 
accident caused by driver, §§55-10-311, 
55-10-312. 


Ww 


WARRANTIES. 
Lemon law. 
Motor vehicles. 
Warranties, §§55-24-101 to 55-24-112. 
Motor vehicles. 
Generally, §§55-24-101 to 55-24-112. 
Recreational vehicle franchises. 
Failure to indemnify and hold harmless, 
§55-28-108. 
Warranty claims, §55-28-107. 


WATCHABLE WILDLIFE PLATES, 
§§55-4-203, 55-4-297. 


WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY. 
Music City alumni chapter. 
License plates, §55-4-203. 


WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY. 
License plates, §§55-4-2038, 55-4-369. 


WHEELCHAIRS. 
Motor vehicles. 
Disabled drivers. 
Generally, §§55-21-101 to 55-21-1138. 


WHEELIES. 
Motorcycles performing wheelies. 
Reckless driving, §55-10-205. 


WHEEL TAX. 
Failure to pay. 
Fine, §55-4-105. 
License plate renewal. 
Paying back taxes as condition to 
renewal, §55-4-105. 
Fines. 
Failure to pay tax, §55-4-105. 
Records. 
Period to be maintained by county clerk, 
§55-4-103. 
University and postsecondary education. 
College savings trust fund. 
Implementation for participation in 
college savings plan, §55-4-125. 


WHITE WATER RAFTING. 
Commercial white water rafting. 
Size and weight of motor vehicles. 
Maximums, exceptions, §55-7-202. 
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WILDLIFE RESOURCES. 
Hunting. 
License plates. 
Sportsman specialty earmarked license 
plate, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-305. 
License plates. 
Fish and wildlife species, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-204, 55-4-307. 
Hunting. 
Sportsman specialty earmarked license 
plate, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 55-4-305. 
National wild turkey federation, §§55-4-203, 
55-4-306. 
Nongame and endangered wildlife species, 
§§55-4-2038, 55-4-297. 
Tennessee wildlife federation, §55-4-309. 
License plates, §55-4-203. 
Nongame and education program, 
§55-4-310. 
Nongame and endangered species. 
License plates, §55-4-203. 
Turkey. 
National wild turkey federation. 
License plates, §55-4-203. 
Wild turkey. 
National wild turkey federation. 
License plates, §55-4-203. 


WILSON COUNTY. 
License plates. 
Wilson County-The Place to Be! license 
plates, §55-4-203. 


INDEX 


WINDSHIELD WIPERS. 
Motor vehicle equipment, §55-9-203. 


WITNESSES. 
Motor vehicles. 
Commissioner. 
Powers as to witnesses, §55-2-110. 


WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE CENTENNIAL. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-387. 


‘4 


YELLOW DOT MOTOR VEHICLE 
MEDICAL INFORMATION 
PROGRAM, §§55-20-301 to 55-20-309. 


YOUTH VILLAGES. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-351. 


Z 


ZETA PHI BETA. 
License plates, §§55-4-203, 55-4-204, 
55-4-294. 
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